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ABOUT FO

Dario Fo (1926- ), a highly controversial ltalian playwright, satirist and performer, has
been entertaining European audiences for years. Due to his political views, he has been
considered a risk and therefore has been denied a visa to the United States until very recently.
In 1985, he was refused entrance to the United States, when he was scheduled to speck at a
Free Trade in Ideas conference. Consequently, he was seen via satellite from Toronto. At the
conference he was quoted as saying: “The fact the State Department denied...the visa is
something which makes me very proud. | took a look at the list of people denied visas to the
United States, and then | realized that | am in beautiful company.”

ABOUT FACE

About Face, originally entitled Car Horns, Trumpets, and Raspberries, takes a satirical look at
terrorism. Utilizing the classic “mistaken-identity farce,” Fo chose the ltalian millionaire,
Gianni Agnelli as his target. In About Face, Agnelli is abducted by the Red Brigades, then
severely injured in a car accident. Through a series of misunderstandings, his face is
reconstructed to resemble the face of an ltalian factory worker, Antonio Berardi. In the course
of the play, Fo manages to satirize not only capitalism, but bureaucratic incompetency and
police corruption as well.

This production, in keeping with Fo's style is filled with “lazzi” — or comic bits, reminiscent of
the Marx Brothers, “asides” to the audience, which create a sense of intimacy or a shared
secret, and a sense of improvisation through updated references and occasional ad libs.

In this production, Gianni Agnelli has been appropriately renamed “DonAldo Trumpo” to
appeal to the American sensibility — magnifying the fact that lust for power and greed is
universal. As the plot unravels, the audience is left with the sense that the power and influence
of industrialists has been greatly underestimated and is truly a force to be reckoned with.



BRIDGET KOWALCZYK, DIRECTOR

Bridget received her M.F.A. in
Theatre Arts with specialization in
Performance from San Jose State
University in May 1989. While
pursuing her Master’s degree, she
also taught four semesters of Oral
Expression. Also at San Jose State,
Bridget directed several studio
productions, including: Mrozek's
Ovut at Sea, Handke's Kaspar, and
Futurist Performance by various
Futurist artists. Her last directing
project, The Box, ran simul-
taneously with the world premiere
of The Duck Sisters, written by the
guest playwright-in-residence,
Sheldon Rosen. Her interest in
performance art led to the creation
and performance of the produc-
tion, The Bells, a piece highlighting
the dual nature of man, based on
the Edgar Allen Poe poem of the

same name. Future projects include
the mounting of a production she wrote entitled “It's All Cellophane!” — a piece written in the
style of the Futurists. In 1988, Bridget was awarded the title of Best Student Director at San Jose
State. In addition to directing, Bridget has played a wide variety of roles in various productions.
Her most thrilling experience as an actor was being directed by Edward Albee in the role of
Grandma in The Sandbox. Currently, Bridget can be seen in the role of Carol in the musical
comedy, Angry Housewives at San Jose Stage Company in Downtown San Jose.
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The Scenes of The Play

Act 1: Hospital
Fifteen minute intermission
Act ll: Rosa’s House

Time: Present
Place: Italy

Produced by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.
The use of cameras or tape recorders is not permitted.
WARNING! Strobe lighting will be used at the end of Act I
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UNIVERSITY THEATRE FRONT OF HOUSE STAFF
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THANkS TO OUR GENEROUS CONTRIBUTORS

Talented New Theatre Students Scholarships (TNTS) have been funded by exira contributions
from our generous subscribers. Our students are deeply appreciative.

In alphabetical order, our patrons:

Gary A. Bailey Rosalee Bailey
Michael Burham Peter M. Buzanski
Rosalee Clark Ms. E. Culver
Mark & Claudia Crugnale June Freitas
Hal Foraker Cara Gans
Catherine Hagen M.B. Harden
Connie Harris Frank E. Holt
C.W. Jennett Clifford R. Johnson
Norman Lariviere John & Charlotte Lowrey
Linda Rae Markert David J. McCroskey
Carl J. Mortensen John Neptune
Ralph Parkman S. Maggie Shea
Richard & Mildred Steele Kenneth Wallace
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Music Department, SJSU; Marty Schulter, Disabled Student Services; San Jose Stage Company;
Dr. David Kahn; Eliza Chugg




NEXT IN THE UNIVERSITY THEATRE

Arthur Miller’s American Masterpiece

THE CRUCIBLE

Directed by Hal Todd
November 3,4, 8,9, 10, 11

An Entertainment Based on the
Coming Soon: COLE Words and Music of Cole Porter.

THE ROSICRUCIAN EGYPTIAN MUSEUM

Surrounded IZJ_\' a par]e filled with fountains and tall stands of papy- Asa |_"""'" of culture and the arts,
_\'()Ll “’J” greﬂti_\' L‘nj(‘]y }'L)llr i{)lll’ney
into the pastin this world renowned
museum.

SPECIAL FEATURE

Full sized replica of an Egyptian
nobleman's lm"nl), cumpiclc with
wall paintings, false doors, and sar-

rus, this unusual San Jose museum contains thousands of original
artifacts, with the largest collection of ancient Egyptian, Babylo-
nian, and Assyrian antiquities in the western United States. Mum.

mies, bronze gods, jcwelr)‘, and musical instruments are am ong the

many digplays commemorating the achievements of ancient man.

uoplmgus.

MUSEUM HOURS

Tuescla)’ tlﬁt‘ough SLlnclﬂy: 9:00a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. Open weekends and
llDIi(jﬂ‘\'s. C]OSL‘(I 1\1(‘11L1|'l'\'$- IA.{)CalC(,l
on Park and Naglee Avenues.
Nominal admission charge. Call

(408) 287.2807 for details.

The f;h.‘d“!-‘ Q[ the Rosicrucian n':‘gyp.'i«.m
Musewnt is a reprodiction of the Avenue of

Ram Spl’u’nxcs frmn the Karnak Tcmpfe at

Thebes.




BOX OFFICE
(408) 924-4555
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SAN JOSE STATE
UNIVERSITY
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With us and g} best seat in the house.
deduct the _Z | THECRUCIBLE » QUALITY ENTERTAINMENT Enjoy six great
rice ﬂf 2 g show;s, ranging.from recent smash hits to
p y 3 i COLE classic masterpieces, performed by SJSU's
tonlght’s = § talented and versatile theatre company.
ticket when g = STELLA « CONVENIENCE Guarantee the seats you want
5] | for even our most popular shows. Parking is
vﬂll purchase g] Z | DANCEFORCE easy and we’re located near great Downtown
a season = < restaurants. If you need to exchange your
subscription! i g CHICAGO tickets for another performance, we’ll do it
= Price: gladly with 24 hours notice. Our subscribers
= ;;; always get V.I.P. treatment.
> SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS Get tickets at 20%
. AN S TR : '
off the regular price. That's a $10
savings...the equivalent of seeing the hit
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