
SEOUL, South Korea 
— Last week’s North Ko-
rean artillery attack wasn’t 
the first time isolated 
Yeonpyeong Island has 
been center stage in the 
Korean peninsula’s mili-
tary standoff.

Just three miles across 
— part military outpost, 
part civilian fishing village 
— Yeonpyeong is the clos-
est South Korean island to 
North Korea, just a few 
nautical miles from the 
barricaded shores of Kim 
Jong Il’s secretive regime.

For half a century, the 
two sides have skirmished 
repeatedly over the archi-
pelago, a tug of war that 
includes everything from 
sovereignty to the local 
catch of blue Kumori crab 
prized by both sides. In 
1999 and 2002, the rivals’ 
navies clashed near Yeon-
pyeong, resulting in nu-
merous casualties.

This time, North Ko-
rea fired scores of artillery 
shells onto the disputed 
island, killing two marines 
and two construction 
workers and injuring at 
least 20 military personnel 
and civilians.

Nearly half of the 170 
North Korean shells re-
portedly struck the island. 
The explosives burned 
about two dozen homes 

and damaged military in-
stallations, causing 700 
people to be evacuated to 
the mainland.

“I was in a shelter when 
the second round of at-
tacks came and artillery 
sounds shook the entire 
place,” one 54-year-old 
woman told Seoul’s Yon-
hap news service.

The bone of contention 
is the so-called Northern 
Limit Line, an invisible 
boundary established by 
the United Nations at the 
cessation of the Korean 
War.

North Korea has long 
rejected that decision, 
claiming that the maritime 
border exists farther to the 
south. Yeonpyeong Island, 
Pyongyang insists, is part 
of its territory. A news-
caster in North Korea 
last week again made that 
point, calling the attack a 
tactic to protect its island 
from the south.

“The island is a hot 
spot — both sides claim 
it,” said Donald Gregg, a 
former U.S. ambassador 
to Seoul in the George 
W. Bush administration. 
“That whole area of the 
western sea boundary has 
been very difficult. It’s a 
tough stretch of water, and 
Yeonpyeong sits right in 
the middle of it.”

Yeonpyeong lies 70 
miles west of the South 
Korean coastal city of 
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Contested
Korean isle
has history 
of confl ict

South Koreans on an is-
land close to the North Ko-
rean border were bombard-
ed with artillery fi re from 
North Korea on Tuesday, 
Nov. 23, killing four people, 
including two civilians.

South Korea native 
Chongju Lee, a graduate 
student in biomedical de-
vices, said he is annoyed by 
the situation and is worried 
about what will happen 
next, since his hometown, 
Cheonan, is less than 100 

miles from the border with 
North Korea.

"I feel sad for the people 
in the area and for those 
who were hurt," he said.

Lee said he called his 
family immediately aft er 
he found out about the in-
cident online, and he was 
thrilled to hear they were 
all ok.

"North Korea has a his-
tory of provocative actions 
aimed at demanding the at-
tention of the world," stated 
SJSU history professor E. 
Bruce Reynolds in an e-
mail.

He said there are several 
possible reasons for the 
most recent incident on 
Tuesday in which North 
Korea fi red artillery shells 
at Yeonpyeong Island, lo-
cated off  the peninsula's 
west coast.

"North Korea particular-
ly does not like the present 
South Korean government, 
which has taken a harder 
line toward the North," 
Reynolds stated.

North Korea is in the 
process of establishing the 

Students were turned 
away after room 208 in the 
Health building reached 
its capacity on Wednes-
day for a workshop that 
explained exactly what 
sexually transmitted in-
fections are and how they 
can affect the human 
body.

The meeting was led by 
Kiana McClanahan, a se-
nior health science major, 
as the last one of the se-
mester offered by the peer 
health program.

"This was a pretty fun 
class," she said. "There 
were a lot of great ques-
tions and some people 
were even trying to give 
their own advice."

McClanahan said there 
are more than 65 million 
cases per year of a sexu-
ally transmitted infections, 
with the majority of infec-
tions being spread among 
young adults ages 15-24.

The five points she 
addressed in the work-
shop were transmission, 
symptoms, treatment, 

North’s artillery bombardment may be 
a show of power, SJSU professor says
JEN NOWELL
Staff Writer

JOHN M. GLIONNA &

ETHAN KIM
Los Angeles Times (MCT)

The manager of retail 
services for Spartan Shops 
said the stores on campus 
offer a variety of foods 
and even household basics 
such as toiletries on cam-
pus.

Ryan Ptucha said he 
oversees the operations 
of three food sources on 
campus consisting of Just 
Below, Village Market and 
On Fourth Cafe in the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Li-
brary and has not heard 
any complaints from stu-
dents about variety or 
prices.

“I think it’s cool that 
they do have a lot of va-
riety on campus even be-
cause it helps so you don’t 
have to go off campus and 
it’s more convenient,”  said 
Darius Dennis, a sopho-
more computer engineer-
ing major.

He said having a range 
of food choices is a good 
thing, but the cost of food 
could be a little cheaper 
because students already 
pay the school a great deal 
of money for books and 
tuition.

“We haven’t heard any-
thing as of yet and we 
never get it’s too cheap,” 
Ptucha said. “That’s just 

something not too many 
customers will say.”

He said food prices de-
pend on the items sold, 
either from franchise 
guidelines or surveys the 
campus conducts for its 
own brands (i.e., Weaver’s 
Coffee, Peet’s Coffee & 
Tea and Tully’s Coffee)

“We generally go out 
during the break during 
summertime or winter-
time to canvass the area 
and look at coffee shops 
and look at prices,” Ptucha 
said.

He said some of the 
drinks Spartan Shops sells 
are cheaper than those 
sold in neighboring areas.

“Generally and current-
ly, we think we are right in 
line with the competition 
prices,” Ptucha said.

The campus’ Peet’s Cof-
fee & Tea offers a caramel 
latte at $3.20 for a small, 
$3.70 for a medium and 
$4.10 for a large.

The off-campus Peet’s 
Coffee & Tea located at 
66 West Santa Clara Street 
offers the same drink at 
$3.35 for a small, $3.85 for 
a medium and $4.20 for a 
large.

Jimmy Luong, a senior 
international business ma-
jor, said he though that 
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University shops strive to 
balance food cost, nutrition
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prevention and responsi-
bility.

"The main goals for to-
day were to identify what 
types of behaviors put peo-
ple at risk, prevention and 
resources," McClanahan 
said.

Sexually transmit-
ted infections are spread 
during vaginal, anal and 
oral sex, and sometimes 
by genital touching, she 
said.

McClanahan said virus-
es such as HIV and hepati-
tis B can also be contracted 
by infected blood.

She said when college 
students go to parties, they 
might hook up with some-
one and not think much of 
it, but that person may be 
carrying an STI.

"Asking someone if they 
have an STI usually isn't 
the first thing you do be-
fore having sex," said soph-
omore business major Di-
ana Perezchica.

McClanahan said one 
student who attended said 
that after the workshop, he 
decided he is going to be 
celibate until he gets mar-
ried.

"It really freaked him 
out" she said. "He was like, 'I 
think I'm gonna die!' It was 
a very open and friendly 
environment and there was 
no question too crazy to 
ask."

McClanahan said that 
it's not uncommon for a 
disease to be transmitted 
and not show any symp-
toms, leaving people un-
aware that they need treat-
ment.

She said diseases like 
syphilis can be treated, but 
can be fatal if discovered 
too late.

"That got a lot of peo-
ple," McClanahan said. "It 
shocked them."

Even if it can't be cured, 
all infections must be treat-
ed, she said.

She described six 

STIs and classified 
them under two differ-
ent groups: viral and 
bacterial.

Viral diseases include 
herpes, Human Papillo-
mavirus and Human Im-

munodeficiency Virus, and 
bacterial diseases include 
gonorrhea, chlamydia and 
syphilis.

"I learned a lot," said 
undeclared freshman Riki 
Chow. "I learned that there 
are curable STDs."

If there's any possibil-
ity that someone has an 
STI, McClanahan said 
that person needs to get 
tested.

"Sometimes the disease 
may flare up and then go 
away, but the infection is 
still there," she said.

McClanahan said SJSU 
offers many resources 
at the Student Health 
Center, including free 
HIV testing with coun-
seling, or $12 without 
counseling.

They also provide HPV 
vaccines for males and fe-
males ages 9-26, which 
are three shots with three 
months in between each 
one.

Room 209 in the health 
center gives each student 
four free items related to 
sexual health to chose from 
every day, which include 
things, such as condoms or 
lubricant.
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leadership succession to Kim 
Jong-Il's son and the "provoc-
ative acts" are a way of show-
ing the country's strength 
amid the transition, he said. 
A new food crisis might also 
be leading North Korea to go 
to extreme measures.

"Th is may be an eff ort for 
North Korea to show their 
power," Lee said. "Th eir way 
of saying 'If you don't give us 
food, this is what will hap-
pen.'"

David Hurng, a freshman 
computer engineering ma-
jor, said he is scared about 
what is happening over there.

"I go there a lot for vaca-
tion with my family," he said. 
"When we're in Seoul, it's 
scary to think that some-
thing like last Tuesday's 
event could happen again."

Reynolds stated that the 
large number of troops on 
both the north and south 
side of the demilitarized 
zone and the closeness of 
Seoul, the South Korean 
capital, to North Korean ar-
tillery is creating a danger-
ous situation.

"Th e presence of Ameri-
can forces in South Korea 
and our alliance relationship 
with South Korea adds to 
the complexity of the situa-
tion," he stated.

South Korea and the U.S. 
want to avoid a war, but 
North Korea's actions are 
causing an increasing lack of 
patience, Reynolds stated.

"It's not a green light to 
go and invade North Ko-
rea," said Shunt Balushian, a 

freshman computer science 
major.

He said he doesn't think 
a war will break out, but if it 
does it will be a world war.

Harjot Grewal, a fresh-
man biochemical engineer-
ing major, said if the U.S. 
decides to bomb North Ko-
rea, South Korea would be in 
jeopardy.

He said he hopes the U.S. 
won't take it to that level.

"Presumably North Ko-
rea does not want a full-scale 
war either," Reynolds stated. 
"But there is always a danger 
that its actions, or counter-
actions by the South, might 
lead to an escalation of hos-
tilities and disastrous conse-
quences."

Th e U.S. is pressuring 
Beijing to reign in North 
Korea, he stated  — China 
is the one country with 
great infl uence over North 
Korea.

"China on one hand does 
not want to see a collapse 
of the North Korean state, 
which it views as a useful 
buff er zone," Reynolds stat-
ed. "A crisis there could also 
lead to an infl ux of refugees 
into Chinese territory."

On the other hand, he 
stated that China is not in fa-
vor of U.S. military and naval 
activities in the area so close 
to Chinese territory, which 
North Korea's actions are 
currently inviting.

"Based on past experience 
the odds seem against this 
latest incident expanding 
into a full-scale war," Reyn-
olds stated. "But it is a very 
tense situation and there is 
always a danger that such a 
situation might spin out of 
control."

ON DECEMBER 1, 1992
THE SPARTAN DAILY REPORTED THAT ...

Darko Fazarinc, a graduate student in mass communication, talked about the 10 years it took for him 
to come out of the closet.

• A graduate in electrical engineering came back to campus to learn the skill of constructing 
violins by hand. Wilen Lim was learning from a retired professor he knew only as “Woody.”

• SJSU hosted a series of workshops and exhibitions to commemorate World AIDS Day called 
“A World of Color.” This project was expanded from the year before.

• Alumnus Ben Nighthorse Campbell, who graduated in 1957 with a degree in physical educa-
tion, was elected to the U.S. Senate.
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Incheon, where Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur land-
ed in 1950. Today, the is-
land is equipped for both 
crab fishing and for war. 
About 1,700 civilians 
make their homes there, 
mostly fishermen, as well 
as a full-time garrison of 
1,000 marines.

Pockmarked by tank 
traps and trenches, Yeon-
pyeong has more than 
a dozen fully stocked 

bomb shelters where resi-
dents conduct monthly 
air raid drills, officials 
say.

To protect its claim, the 
South Korean military has 
posted one of its newest 
classes of guided-missile 
ships, designed for close-
range naval battles, near 
the island.

In recent years, North 
Korea has often directed 
its displeasure with Seoul 
and Washington by di-
recting rocket attacks at 
Yeonpyeong. This June, 
Pyongyang responded 
to joint U.S.-South Ko-

rean military drills by fir-
ing 130 artillery shells 
toward Yeonpyeong, 
none of which hit the 
island.

Analysts aren’t sur-
prised the Yeonpyeong Is-
land powder keg exploded 
again.

“The U.S. and South 
Korea have conducted 
large-scale operations in 
the area that have angered 
North Korea,” Gregg said. 
“All the while, we’ve got-
ten used to Pyongyang 
saying ‘If you do this, we’ll 
retaliate.’ Well, this time, 
they did.”

““

““

The main 
goals for 

today were 
to identify 
what types 

of behaviors 
put people 

at risk, 
prevention 

and resources.

KIANA MCCLANAHAN
Senior

Health science

KOREA
From Page 1



Burger King was an ex-
cellent option for college 
students struggling finan-
cially.

“I think Burger King 
provided a great alterna-
tive based on the value 
of the prices as opposed 
to the new burger joint in 
the Student Union,” he 
said.

He said he misses the 
value meals and the $1 
items.

Esther Suh, a senior lib-
eral arts major, said she 
agrees with Luong and 
thinks the university could 
make food more affordable 
through vendors, such as 
Burger King.

“I miss the Burger King 
and I think they could re-
place one of the Jamba 
Juices since it was more 
cost-effective,” she said.

The University Grille 
sells a hamburger combo 
meal, which includes let-
tuce, tomatoes, pickles 
and sauces, with fries and 
a drink costing $5.99 or a 
cheeseburger combo meal 
for $6.29.

McDonald’s sells a simi-
lar burger in their num-
ber four combo meal with 
two cheeseburgers, a me-
dium fries and drink for 
$4.89.

Ashley Love, a senior 
music and electrical en-
gineering double major, 
said most of the time stu-
dents can get a coffee and 
bagel, but it would be nice 
to have fruits and organic 
options that are more price 
friendly.

“There’s not enough va-
riety as far as healthy food 
choices,” she said.

Love said she thinks the 
food on campus is expen-
sive and lacks nutritional 
value for the price.

C. Bartoli, manager of 
the Spartan Smart Cart, 

an initiative for healthier 
food options, said Spartan 
Shops can do better with 

meal offerings.
Bartoli, a nutrition and 

food science graduate stu-
dent, said Jamba Juice is a 
practical option for food, 
but people should not be 

confused that it’s healthy.
“I see a lot of pack-

age items and things like 
that, that people can put 
into their bags and a lot 
of their items are really 
expensive too,” she said. 
“Panda Express is defi-
nitely not a great choice 
and there’s a lot of salt and 
oil that is going into those 
foods.”

She said students may 
not realize what is going 
into their foods and there 
should be fresh choices 
that are minimally pro-
cessed.

“There are little or no 
ingredients outside of the 
raw form and it would 
be helpful for students 
and faculty to have ac-
cess to them,” Bartoli 
said.

Bartoli said the Smart 

Cart currently offers a va-
riety of snacks, fruits, soy 
milk, fortified water and 
granola bars.

“I think full meals out of 
the Smart Cart is unlikely 
since the cart is meant 
to be a quick grab in be-
tween classes, easy to hold, 
and on the go because it’s 
something healthy and nu-
tritious that will give them 
energy throughout the 
day,” she said.

Bartoli said students who 
want to see changes occur 
on campus should take ad-
vantage of the suggestion 
option Spartan Shops pro-
vides and request healthier 
foods.

“The more students’ 
voices are heard, the more 
we’re going to see changes 
on campus,” she said.

Bartoli said there is 

a direct correlation be-
tween food, health and 
academics, which is all 
the more reason students 
need to be eating healthy 
foods.

“If people have feedback 

we’re always open to all 
sorts of insights,” he said. 
“We’re always open to new 
items to be brought into 
the shops, but it depends 
on the prices of the ven-
dors.”
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It wasn’t Black 
Friday. I was a 
cyber-shopper 
— 65% on the 
Woolrich site 
... $20 on a $90 
sweater.

Interim
President

I had a project to 
do, so I didn’t go. 
I went two years 
ago when Circuit 
City was still 
around. It was 
really busy.

Senior 
Health 
Science

Yeah, I wanted 
a TV, but it sold 
out at Fry’s. I got 
there and the 
guy in front of 
me got the last 
one. We went 
right at 5 a.m.

Sophomore
Computer
Engineering

I went to Valley 
Fair and got 
lots of clothes. I 
got them from 
Express, Macy’s 
and H&M. I got 
some shirts for 
$7 and $10!

Sophomore
Engineering

THANH
NGUYEN

I was in Wash-
ington. I bought 
Harry Potter six a 
Blu-ray, for $35.

Senior 
Advertising

I went to Target 
with my sister 
and her whole 
entire family. 
We usually go 
to Target in 
Oakland, but we 
went to one in 
Stockton. It was 
crazy packed. We 
went at midnight 
and the store 
didn’t open until 
4 a.m.

Senior
Spatial Arts and
Anthropology

WHAT DID YOU BUY ON BLACK FRIDAY?
DON
KASSING

JAMES
HUYNH

ALAN
POTTER

TAI
BUI

SPRING
MONTES

FOOD
From Page 1

““““There’s not 
enough 

variety as far 
as healthy 

food choices.
ASHLEY LOVE

 Senior Music and electrical 
engineering 
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During freshmen orientation, 
Jenny Waters texted her dad to 
tell him she was going to join the 
women’s rugby club team.

Her dad Kent, who founded 
the rugby team at the University 
of South Dakota in the ’70s and 
played rugby for Texas A&M, was 
thrilled.

Jenny and her father talked all 
about it later and he was excited 
about her playing rugby, she said.

That was the last conversation 
she had with her dad.

Jenny’s father was killed in a 
motorcycle accident shortly after 
that in July, and although it shook 
her world, she said she made a 
promise to herself.

“I said I was going to play and 
so I decided I was going to stick to 
it,” said Waters, a freshman envi-
ronmental studies major.

Coach Karl Laucher said the rug-
by team needs Jenny’s strength on 
the fi eld.

“She is strong and she is a tough 
girl,” he said. “She was one of three 
to score in the first game.”

Waters, who played water polo 
for four years, said she was ex-
hausted and elated after the first 
game, where a few players merged 
with the San Jose Seahawks club 
team against Stan-
ford’s club team.

“I woke up the 
next day and even 
my neck was sore,” 
she said. “I defi-
nitely worked mus-
cles that I never 
have before.”

Laucher said the 
promise Waters 
made to herself is 
motivating, but 
on the other hand, 
some girls just have 
their own drive to 
be competitive.

He said the team 
plays full-tackle 
rugby with no pads 
and no gear. The only problem so 
far, he said, is not having enough 
players on the team.

Waters said all the gear worn 
during football seems to inhibit 
movement on the field and in rug-
by, things move a lot quicker and 
more constant.

“This game is intense and you 
have to be mentally aware of what’s 
going on all the time,” Waters said. 
“But if you play the game right and 
you play safe, it’s so exciting.”

After her father’s death, Waters 
said she had a total of three weeks 
to grieve and spend time with her 
family before she had to leave 
them and her boyfriend.

“When I got here from San Diego 

I didn’t have any friends yet and I 
was still hurting,” Waters said.

But she said she was deter-
mined to do well so she threw 
herself into her classes, which 
helped keep her mind busy.

She met two friends at orienta-
tion and the rest from her team.

Her teammate Annahfa Hin-
gano also loves the game.

“You feel nervous, excited and 
pumped up all at 
the same time,” 
said Hingano, a 
freshman pre-
nursing major.

Hingano said 
her father and 
brothers played 
rugby, so it seemed 
like a natural 
choice for her.

She said her 
two favorite as-
pects of playing 
rugby is the adren-
aline rush before 
the game and the 
friendships that 
are formed on the 
team.

Hingano said Waters is a deter-
mined athlete and she is always 
trying to bring everyone together 
– she’s a motivator.

The coach said women of any 
size or shape can play rugby – 
they just have to get a charge out 
of physical contact.

Waters said she gets a thrill out 
of playing, but she gets more than 
that.

“Personally, out on the fi eld is 
where I’m happiest,” Waters said. “It’s 
where I have the most fun and where 
I make the closest friendships.”

Teammate Alexis Haire said one 
thing that stands out about Waters 
is that she always tries to help the 
team first and herself second.

On the surface Waters is a quiet 
girl, she said.

“But then she breaks out and 
she’s really funny,” said Haire, a 
freshman biomedical engineering 
major. “Jenny is easy going and 
very understanding of others’ situ-
ation – she’s been through a lot.”

Laucher said rugby is a rough 
game and should make women 
feel empowered. He said women 
are mentally just as tough as men 
when it comes to rugby, if not 
tougher.

The coach said he is currently 
recruiting to fill the roster for 
the first official game in January, 
which would help Waters fulfill 
her commitment to play rugby, 
she said.

Waters said she is slowly
 beginning to heal from the pain of 
her father’s death.

“Every once in a while it hits 
me,” she said. “I’ve settled down 
with it, but at least once a day I 
think about it.”

Rugby club player carries 
on her father’s legacy

AIMEE MCLENDON
Staff Writer

P
H
O
T
O
: V

E
R

N
O

N
 M

C
K

N
IG

H
T

 | S
P
A

R
T

A
N

 D
A

ILY

Freshman rugby player Jenny Waters wraps her 
arms around teammate Danielle Walter in an 
attempt to tackle her during practice Nov. 18.
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Freshman rugby player Jenny 
Waters carries the ball  
during practice Nov. 18.

““““

This game is 
intense and 

you have to be 
mentally aware 
of what’s going 
on all the time.

JENNY WATERS
Freshman rugby player
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Th e SJSU bowling club’s No. 1 
bowler Matt  Litt le was 12 years old 
when his grandfather inspired him 
to take his passion for bowling to the 
next level, Litt le said.

Family, commitment, determina-
tion, and enthusiasm are all factors 
that turned the 24-year-old meteorol-
ogy major into the skillful bowler he 
is today, Litt le said.

Litt le said he had been bowling ca-
sually with a friend in his spare time 
when his grandfather off ered to pay 
for private bowling lessons.

“I started bowling with a friend of 
mine in junior high actually,” Litt le 
said. “He was already on a bowling 
league at McHenry (Bowl) lanes and 
I just joined it with him. I was prett y 
bad at fi rst, I averaged like 60. We 
bowled together for a long time all the 
way through high school.”

He said his grandfather was knowl-
edgeable and experienced in the sport 
and he had bowled in the past. He was 
able to give Litt le a hand by practicing 
with him daily in conjunction with 
his private lessons.

“He was really encouraging about 
me bowling and I think it was when 
my grandfather got a coach for me 
that I started taking bowling more se-
riously,” Litt le said.

As Litt le continued his private les-
sons with his bowling coach he said 
he saw a massive improvement in his 
bowling score.

“When I fi rst started I had a coach 
for three or four years and he really 
helped me establish the great foun-
dation of good bowling,” Litt le said. 
“During that time my score jumped 
up dramatically from a 60 to 100, and 
aft er that I just wanted to keep going 
and going.”

Litt le said he eventually joined a 
bowling league that allowed him to 
pursue his dream.

“When I was in high school I 
joined an offi  cial league called Jr. 

Bowl,” Litt le said. “One year I won a 
$2,000 scholarship.”

Aft er graduation, Litt le said he at-
tended Cypress College.

“I didn’t bowl at Cypress College, 
which was a junior college, because 
they didn’t have a bowling team there 
so I just bowled whenever I could,” 
Litt le said.

When the time came for him to 
transfer out of Cypress College, he 
chose SJSU because he heard the 
school had a great bowling team.

“I sent e-mails around asking when 
tryouts were and I also watched for 
tryout postings,” he said.

Litt le said he applied his 10 years 
of bowling experience and was able to 
make the team.

“Th e fi rst tryouts I went to I shot 
a 300,” Litt le said. “I was basically on 
the team.”

Litt le said his determination to be 
No.1 on the SJSU bowling team for 
the last two years and the support 
from his coaches allowed him to com-
pete in seven tournaments last year.

“I was prett y excited at fi rst be-
cause I knew I was fi ghting for the 
No.1 choice,” he said. “I think my last 
game ...  I just destroyed everybody 
and I took fi rst no problem. But when 
I came to the SJSU team Tony Reyes 
helped me a lot.”

Assistant coach David Doyle said 
because of Litt le’s performance dur-
ing last year’s tryouts he became the 
fi rst player to get an automatic spot 
on the team.

“As a bowler I think Litt le is great,” 

Doyle said. “He just started on the 
team last year and grew a lot as a 
bowler. I was very impressed that 
somebody threw a 300 last year dur-
ing tryouts and I was waiting to see 
what he would do in the tournaments 
and how he would help out the team. 
He did a really good job.”

Th e bowling club’s assistant coach 
said Litt le tried out again this year and 
with a vengeance to maintain his title 
of No.1 player on the bowling team, 
once again impressed the coaches.

“Th is year he almost had another 
perfect game,” said the assistant coach 
Justin Bautista. “We moved to a quali-
fying format and he was the No.1 
qualifi er out the 23 people that tried 
out for the team.”

Litt le said he enjoys working with 
his teammates.

“People are really fun to be around 
and it’s very fun to go to tournaments 
with them,” Litt le said. “I also like 
making important shots for the team 
because it’s just really thrilling — it 
gives me a rush.”

One of  Litt le’s teammates and 
president of the bowling team said 
that Litt le has contributed a great 
amount of cooperative support for 
the team over the last two years.

“Litt le is defi nitely dedicated to the 
sport,” said Laura Rodriguez, a junior 
hospitality management major. “He’s 
always down here practicing. I would 

say as a player he communicates 
well with the team and he helps out 
when he can. He defi nitely has a lot of 
skills.”

Senior business management ma-
jor and Litt le’s teammate Kalvin Filar-
ski said Litt le provides a great amount 
of support for the team and he is well 
respected by all of his teammates. 

“I met Matt  Litt le two years ago 
when he shot a perfect score at try-
outs and that’s when I knew that he 
was going to be a big part of the team,” 
Filarski said. “Last year he was one of 
the biggest leaders of the entire squad 
and he’s been a prett y big leader since 
he got here.”

Litt le said his future plans don’t 
include taking up bowling as a pro-
fessional career but he still plans on 
bowling in a variety of tournaments 
aft er graduation.

“I probably won’t be joining the 
PBA (Professional Bowlers Associa-
tion) anytime soon,” Litt le said. “You 
won’t see me on TV in other words.”

Litt le said he owes his entire career 
to his grandfather, who inspired him 
to take up the game of bowling, and 
his grandfather’s legacy lives on when 
he bowls.

“When I bowl, I think back at the 
fi rst time that we bowled together,” 
Litt le said. “It’s just good memories 
because he’s the one that got me start-
ed with bowling.”

Spartan bowler earns top spot through dedication
SONIA AYALA
Staff Writer
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SJSU bowler Matt Little smiles after hitting the fi nal pin to 
complete a spare at the SJSU Student Union Bowling Center.
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The SJSU bowling club team gathers before practice at the 
SJSU Student Union Bowling Center.

To see more on bowler Matt 
Little, visit bit.ly/SJSUMattLittle
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President Barack Obama’s Middle East 
policy has devolved into bribery.

In any other country, the current 
American bribe to Israel and the latt er’s 
reluctance to accept it in return for even 
a temporary end to the theft  of anoth-
er peoples’ land, would be regarded as 
despicable.

Th e bribe — $3 billion worth of brand-
new state-of-the-art F-35 
Joint Strike Fighter planes in 
return for a 90-day freeze on 
West Bank colonization.

Th is is in addition to the 
20 F-35 fi ghter jets Israel 
has already ordered using 
the “normal” military aid 
it receives annually.

Th e agreement, which 
Secretary of State Hil-
lary Clinton reportedly 
spent eight hours hammer-
ing out with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu, not only includes the 
sale of $3 billion worth of 
US military aircraft s, but also 
a blanket veto of any U.N. 
Security Council resolution 
deemed unfavorable to Is-
rael, and the removal of East 
Jerusalem from any sett le-
ment freeze equation.

However, the most dan-
gerous of all of these condi-
tions is a writt en American promise that 
this will be the last time President Obama 
asks the Israelis to halt sett lement con-
struction through offi  cial channels.

In the sane world in which we think 
we live, this off er stinks of one thing — 
appeasement.

Usually, our leaders and 
rulers use that word with 
repugnance, but in the case 
of Israel, the U.S. feels no 
pressure to justify this dou-
ble standard.

Anyone who panders 
to injustice committ ed 
by one people against an-
other people is called an 
appeaser.

Anyone who prefers 
peace at any price, let alone 
a $3 billion bribe to the 
guilty party,  is an appeaser.

Anyone who will not risk the conse-
quences of standing up for international 
morality against territorial greed is an ap-
peaser.

Th ose of us who did not want to in-
vade Afghanistan were condemned as 

appeasers.
Th ose of us who did not 

want to invade Iraq were 
vilifi ed as appeasers — yet 
that is precisely what Obama 
has done in his pathetic ef-
fort to plead with the Is-
raeli Prime Minister  for just 
90 days of submission to 
international law.

What this means is that 
the Obama administration 
is promising to interfere 
with and prevent any eff ort 
to hold Israel accountable in 
the international arena.

Th e U.S. is staking out a 
position that allows the U.N. 
to function unhindered, but 
U.N. resolutions such as 
the Goldstone Report, are 
simply ignored or enforced 
based on politically driven, 
rather than international 
law-driven, considerations.

Th us, the U.S. govern-
ment is now openly complicit in all the 
Israeli violations of international law and 
past U.N. resolutions.

Th e fact that the West and its political 
and journalistic elites take this nonsense 
at face value — to put this absurdity “back 
on track” — as if it can seriously be re-

garded as another step in 
the “peace process,” is a 
measure of the degree to 
which we have taken leave 
of our senses in the Middle 
East.

Obama came into offi  ce 
with the hopes of the Mus-
lim world pinned on him 
to alter American foreign 
policy in the region.

His address to the Mus-
lim world in Cairo was 
lauded as a new beginning 
in Muslim-American rela-

tions.
Obama’s ineptitude in gett ing tough 

with Israel only proves that he is really no 
diff erent from his predecessors.

It’s not that U.S. diplomats don’t un-
derstand the Middle East, it’s that they’ve 
lost all sight of injustice.

Th e vast amounts of diplomatic litera-
ture exposed in WikiLeaks’ most recent 
releases of diplomatic cables prove that 
the mainstay of Washington’s Middle East 
policy is alignment with Israel.

Th e U.S.’s seemingly unconditional 
support of Israel is a complicated, mul-
tifaceted issue, yet it is the single biggest 
obstacle to peace in the Middle East.

Israel needs the U.S. to support its ille-
gal occupation of Palestinian territories. 

But should the U.S. withdraw its un-
conditional backing, Israel would cer-
tainly survive, albeit in a more modest 
capacity.

Peace between Palestine and Israel will 
not occur until the U.S. takes a more bro-
kered and evenhanded approach.

Israel’s temerity in scoffi  ng at Ameri-
ca’s feeble att empts to halt sett lements in 
Palestinian territory shows that the tail is 
wagging the dog.

If America continues with the current 
state of aff airs in that region, we are prom-
ising more Israeli and Palestinian deaths.

It is an equation that begets violence 
and inevitably turns sand into blood.

OPINIONOPINION6 Wednesday, December 1, 2010

“On Th e Contrary” is a biweekly column 
making a special appearance.

Salman Haqqi is a Spartan Daily A&E 
editor.
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and faculty free

Dec. 1

Beethoven Studies: 25 Treasures for 
25 Years (Multi-day Event)
Place: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library
Time: Mon-Thurs: 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.; Friday: 11 a.m. - 1 
p.m.; Saturday 1 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
Contact: (408) 808-2059

Ceramic and Glass 
Holiday Art Sale 
(Multi-day Event)
Place: Art Quad
Time: 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Contact: (408) 386-1258

Dec. 2

Baroque English and Italian Art Songs
Place: Music Concert Hall
Time: 12:30 p.m. - 1:15 p.m.
Contact: (408) 924-4649

Dec. 3

Aerobicthon
Place: SPX 44-B (Gym)
Time: 4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
Contact: (408) 924-3022

Dec. 7 & 8

SJSU’s Artique 2010
Place: Student Union, Main Level
Time: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Contact: (408) 924-4875

Courtesy of 
Rexsy.com
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An American bribe
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In “Th e Chronicle of Higher Educa-
tion,” a man who went by the pseud-
onym Ed Dante wrote about how he 
makes a living off  of writing papers for 
students.

Th e papers he writes aren’t just simple es-
says either, he claims he’s writt en things such 
as graduate theses and the like.

He works for an online company that sells 
the service to students who don’t want to do 
their own work — students who 
want to cheat.

Th at’s the main problem with 
this, students want to cheat.

Th is company exists solely to 
take advantage of the wallets of 
students willing to cheat, and 
they have every right to do so 
because we live in a free country 
that prides itself on capitalism.

Th ey are merely meeting a 
demand with their supply of 
services, cheating services.

If students weren’t so will-
ing to cheat, companies like 
these wouldn’t be in existence 
because students wouldn’t take 
advantage of the companies.

Of course, it is deplorable 
that students are paying for es-
says and papers, but there’s 
more to be said about this than 
blaming a company that’s trying 
to make money.

Is our education system so 
broken that we have droves 
of students willing to shell out hard-earned 
money to cheat and to get ahead?

Th e information age and digital revolution 
are happening, and things are changing at the 
speed of light. Yet, the education system is 
still behind for the most part.

Th is is a new genera-
tion of students that are 
constantly connected 
to the rest of the world. 

An answer is normal-
ly a couple keystrokes 
away. 

Th e fundamental 
problem here is that we 
haven’t learned how to 
adapt teaching to the 
newer generations. 

Of course, some 
schools get it and have a 

host of hands-on methods to teach students.
It’s easy to gloss over things and blame 

people, but the hard part is digging into 
something and trying to determine why it’s 
happening. 

Th at reason is our broken 
education system.

For instance, should we blame 
gun manufacturers when a luna-
tic goes on a shooting spree? 

No, we shouldn’t. It’s the lu-
natic’s fault and there are rea-
sons that lunatic did what they 
did. Th ere’s a reason students are 
cheating, and it’s not because a 
company is selling services. 

If that company wasn’t there 
students would turn to another 
method of cheating. 

Th ey would talk to their 
friends or simply plagiarize.

Awareness helps a lot too. I 
don’t think there’s a lot of em-
phasis placed on the ramifi ca-
tions of cheating. 

Some teachers act as though 
students should know already 
and assume someone else has 
taught them, but do students 
really get it?

Th ese are the questions we 
should be asking students. Why are you 
cheating? Do you understand that cheating 
is an disgusting act? 

We should not be avoiding the real prob-
lem and questioning the companies that sell 
cheating services.

About 61 percent of un-
dergraduates have cheated at 
some point in their college 
career, according to the Th e 
New York Times.

So why do so many col-
lege students feel the need to 
cheat? Who should be blamed 
and who is responsible?

People who help students 
cheat are just as responsible as 
the cheaters themselves and 
the education system.

Some would argue that our 
fl awed education system puts 
too much pressure on stu-
dents who speak English as a 
second language. 

Others would argue that 
students just don’t have ethi-
cal values anymore.

Th ere is one form of cheat-
ing that is gaining popularity 
among college students. Th ese 
people write essays, take tests 
and produce projects in re-
turn for money. Some of these 
people even make careers out 
of enabling students to cheat.

Th e Chronicle of Higher 
Education recently published 
an article in which an anony-
mous man described how he 
has made a career working for 
a company that helps students 
cheat. He said he has writt en 
admission essays, term pa-

pers, graduate theses and even 
lesson plans for teachers.

He claims that he is not 
the reason students cheat and 
blames our fl awed education 
system.

I do not deny that we have 
a fl awed education system, 
nor do I deny that students 
who cheat should be held 
accountable. 

However, I don’t think this 
man can say he isn’t the rea-
son that students cheat. He 
isn’t the sole reason students 
cheat, but he enables students 
in a way that they most likely 
will never be caught.

Universities 
make an eff ort 
to discourage 
students from 
plagiarizing. 

Here at 
SJSU profes-
sors have stu-
dents submit 
essays to Tur-
nitin.com and 
freshmen are 
required in 
some classes 
to take online 
tutorials on 
how to avoid 
cheating.

He also argued that if the 
education system wasn’t 
messed up, students wouldn’t 
be able to graduate.

If he and other enablers 
like him, would fi nd an-
other job instead of writing 
students’ papers, it would 
keep some students from 
making it through to gradu-
ation, because of the eff orts 
universities make.

I think if students know 
they won’t get caught and they 
can hire someone to write an 

original essay for them, many 
will do it.

If businesses like these 
weren’t available it would dis-
courage some students from 
cheating because most other 
forms of cheating come with a 
greater risk of gett ing caught. 

If you look at a peer’s test, 
the professor might catch 
you. If you copy work from a 
journal or online publication, 
Turnitin.com will probably 
recognize it.

In the article he also said 
that students really need help 
learning and passing their 
courses — I agree.

My freshman 
year at SJSU, 
I needed help 
with my statis-
tics class. In-
stead of cheat-
ing, I went to 
our free tutor-
ing center on 
campus, LARC, 
the Learning 
Assistance Re-
source Center.

Th ere are 
resources at 
universities for 
students to get 
help. 

Yes, students have to be 
motivated to get the help. Yes, 
universities need to make sure 
these resources are available 
to students.

But if businesses that write 
original papers are up and run-
ning, students who have the 
available funds might choose 
the easy way out instead.

North Korea’s artillery assault of South 
Korea’s Yeongpyeong Island last week, which 
killed four people and injured several others, 
seems to have the entire world on edge.

Minutes later, South Korea responded with 
a mild volley of test shots that resulted only in 
a show of arms.

Media pundits would have you believe that 
we are on the brink of World War III.

North Korea’s unprovoked strike on South 
Korea is nothing new. 

According to the BBC, on March 26 a North 
Korean torpedo sunk the Cheonan, a South 
Korean naval ship, killing 46 people.

In 1996, 26 North Korean troops landed off  
the shore of South Korea aft er their submarine 
was disabled, leading to a deadly manhunt.

In 1987, North Korea bombed a South Ko-
rean airliner killing 115 people.

Th e list goes on as tension between the two 
countries has remained constant since the Ko-
rean War in the early ’50s.

Nothing else has come of any of these hei-
nous acts over the decades, yet we are to be-
lieve that now something is afoot.

Don’t get me wrong, these acts are not to be 
taken lightly — they are acts of war, aft er all.

When the now-former South Korean De-
fense Minister Kim Tae-young was questioned 
about the country’s delayed and forceless re-
sponse to the North Korean onslaught, his re-
sponse was that “this isn’t StarCraft .”

A strange response, yes, but an excellent 
metaphor for those who have played the pop-
ular PC game. StarCraft  is a science fi ction 
military strategy game that is wildly popular in 
Korea.

In Korea, StarCraft  games between mul-
tiple opposing players are oft en televised and 
the game is oft en referred to in TV shows and 
in music.

Tae-young’s response seems funny initial-
ly, but it may be his way of saying that in the 
real world military decisions cannot be made 

in haste. Unlike the game, you 
cannot continuously replenish 
troops and take on an endless 
barrage of alien att acks.

In the real world people die 
and don’t come back, cities are 
destroyed and not rebuilt with a 
simple key stroke.

Th e metaphor didn’t really 
work in his favor because in the 
end he was urged to resign, ac-
cepting responsibility for the 
events that took place on that 
fatal day.

North Korea’s utt er lack of self-control in its 
relations with its neighbors to the south and 
its continued brazen eff orts to acquire nuclear 
weapons speak volumes.

Sanctions to stop them from continued 
nuclear expansion seem to have failed as 
North Korea announced yesterday that it has 
thousands of nuclear centrifuges. Th e country 

claims the centrifuges are to be 
used for energy purposes but 
U.S. scientists say they can easi-
ly be used to produce weapons.

Th e U.N. must continue to 
put pressure on North Korea 
to deter its actions. Th e U.S. has 
urged China, seemingly the only 
country capable of infl uencing 
decision-making in North Ko-
rea, to assist in controlling the 
current situation at hand.

But, in my view, history has 
shown that every few years 

North Korea gets rambunctious in its milita-
ristic actions and is then dealt with until it falls 
back in line. I expect the same here.
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Korean Crisis: New addition to same old story
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I love to stroll around San-
tana Row at night as the tiny, 
white lights illuminate win-
dow displays fi lled with things 
I can never aff ord.

I fi nd the pretense of the 
expensive restaurants unwar-
ranted, but I discovered a true 
gem among them.

Th e Counter is an upscale 
burger joint. It off ers serious 
gourmet burgers.

Th e menu features a choice 
of beef burgers, turkey burg-
ers, veggie burgers or chicken 
breasts.

Th is isn’t just any burger 
with fi xings. You can get just 
about any accompaniments 
you want on your burger.

Th e menu includes fi ve 
steps to creating the perfect 
burger.

Step 1 – the meat.
Step 2 – the cheese, which 

includes herb goat cheese, 
horseradish cheddar and soft  
ripened Brie.

Step 3 – a choice of four 
toppings such as roasted corn 
& black bean salsa, organic 
mixed greens, roasted red 
peppers and dried cranber-
ries. And for $1 each, you can 
add premium toppings such 
as apple-wood smoked bacon, 
avocado and sun-dried toma-
toes.

Step 4 – the perfect sauce 
such as ginger soy glaze, pea-
nut sauce and sun-dried to-
mato vinaigrett e.

Step 5 – fi nally if you like, 
the buns include multi-grain, 
onion, and English muffi  n and 
others.

I’m not even 
a big fan of burgers, but the 
turkey burger is spiced so per-
fectly it far surpasses the taste 
of the regular beef burger.

Th e meat is top notch and 
cooked precisely to order.

Th e fresh blend of organic 
greens, the spice of roasted 
peppers, mixed with the slight 
crunch of the carrots and the 
pungent fl avor of horseradish 
cheddar is a perfect melody in 
my mouth.

Th is burger alone is good 
reason for pretense. But Th e 
Counter is a simple, unassum-
ing, contemporary bar and 
grill type restaurant.

What burger would be 
complete without fries? Th e 
sweet potato fries at Th e 
Counter are to-die-for.

I’m not really a fry eater 
and I can’t stand sweet pota-
toes that are normally served 
during holiday dinners.

So I can’t even explain what 
compelled me to sample this 
dish, but these fries made a 
believer out of me.

Th ey are wedges slightly 
crispy on the outside and soft  
on the inside.

Although they must deep-
fry them, there’s not even a 
hint of greasy fl avor to them.

I guess it’s the merger of 
sweet and salty that makes 
them so irresistible.

To add to the perfect burg-
er and fries, you must have an 
ice-cold Coke which has the 
perfect ratio of carbonation to 
syrup.

Th e ice cubes fl oating 
around, clinking against the 
glass and the tiny bubbles 
bursting to make a frothy 
sound makes the Coke tempt-
ing.

You can get this entrée for 
about $15 and it’s worth it.

When it comes to dining, 
I want food that delivers on 
taste and price — Th e Coun-
ter provides both.

In 40 degree weather, I left  the newsroom 
to embark on a journey to fi nd a new and fan-
tastic drink.

Upon arriving, shivering cold at Flames Eat-
ery & Bar, I sat down with my two friends to 
partake in a good evening.

Th e drink selection was almost overwhelm-
ing as it encompassed at least two pages of the 
menu.

My friends tried to convince me to get some-
thing terrible and write about a bad drink, but I 
opted for something none of us had tried yet.

One drink that stood out to me, a seemingly 
fl avorful one, was X on the Beach.

Th e ingredients were X-rated mango, blood 
orange liqueur, Skyy passion fruit vodka, pine-
apple, orange juice and grenadine.

As my chapped hands picked up the cool, 
orange drink, I prepared to forget about my 
worries and lose myself in a night of good 
laughs and friendship.

Upon fi rst sip, I wasn’t exactly transported 
to an American beach with a beautiful sunset. 
It felt more like I was transported straight back 
to the hotels I stayed at on the beaches of Gua-
temala and Honduras.

It was good, but powerful.
At fi rst I thought it tasted like mango and 

bad pineapple. Unfortunately, I’ve had more 
than enough experience with pineapple that 
has spent too much time in the fridge.

However, I was brought to the realization 
that it was more of a grapefruit fl avor. Appar-
ently mango and spoiled pineapple tastes simi-
lar to grapefruit.

Since my normal poison is either beer or 
rum, the sweet fl avor of X on the Beach took 
me for a ride.

It was a tangy amalgamation of all things 
fruity. Th e diff erent spirits combined well to 
make one intoxicating sock in the face.

Th ere was almost no alcohol fl avor in this 
extremely fruity drink and in that sense it re-

minded me of a Long Island Iced Tea.
I could barely write aft er the fi rst couple of 

sips and I’m not one who gets drunk easily. 
Luckily, I could only aff ord one, even though 
during happy hour it was only $4.

I defi nitely wasn’t about to drink another 
one of those ticking time bombs in a martini 
glass and drag myself back to the pile of home-
work I had waiting for me.

To satisfy our empty stomachs, we com-
bined our drinks with a side of fries, which 
were as crispy as all good fries should be, with 
ranch dressing on the side.

Th e blending of the fries, ranch and X on 
the Beach made for a tangy, salty party in my 
mouth.

Aft erwards we left , walked outside, and the 
cold drove feeling back into my brain. 

By the time I had reached the newsroom I 
was completely coherent and aware of every-
thing I had worried about in the moments be-
fore my X on the Beach.

I won’t forget that drink, but I think it would 
be bett er suited for a hot summer’s day when 
the biting cold won’t nip the brains right back 
into your head.

KRISTEN PEARSON
Managing Editor

AIMEE MCLENDON
Staff Writer

The Counter serves up 
gourmet-style build-a-burger

Cocktail delivers powerful punch
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This turkey burger contains melted horseradish 
cheddar cheese atop organic mixed greens, string 
carrots, roasted red peppers, tomato slices and is 
topped off  with the sun-dried tomato vinaigrette. 

X on the Beach is like a cool breeze 
and a tropical sunset.  The combina-
tion of fl avor tastes like grapefruit.
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