
By Bryan Delohery
@Bdelohery

The Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation Authority 
plans to increase the price of 
the SJSU student Eco Pass by 7 
percent in 2014,  bringing  the 
cost to $38.52 per student each 
year.

That is a $20.52 increase 
from the original 1994 price 
of $18. 

Transportation Solutions 
Manager Eyedin Zonobi said 
the Eco Pass price structure is 
based on frequency of service 
and population of people with-
in a certain area.

“Every few years VTA in-
creases the fee for Eco Pass,” 
Zonobi said. “We started with 
$18 per student per year, now 
we are at $36.”

According to the  Associ-
ated Students Transportation 
Solutions Fall 2012 “Student 
Commute Survey Report,” 50 
percent of the student popula-
tion uses alternative modes of 
transportation including VTA, 
while 34 percent rely solely on 
bus and light rail. 

That leaves the other 50 per-
cent, or 16,953 students paying 
for an Eco Pass which adds up 
to $610,308 that VTA collects 
on unused passes.

The Eco Pass is subsidized 
by ASTS and the price is includ-
ed in student fees.

Senior kinesiology major 
Nick Martinez said that be-
cause he does not use the Eco 
Pass, paying for it should be 
something optional for some-
one who wants to use it.

“I think that those who 
really need it should prob-
ably be paying for it and those 
who aren’t using it probably 
shouldn’t have to,”  Martinez 
said. “That’s a lot of money 
that’s being taken from the stu-
dents.”

According to Zonobi, every 
time there is an Eco Pass price 
increase, neither Transporta-
tion Solutions or students en-
joy it.

“We have to make sure 
VTA doesn’t look at us as some 
source of cash because these 
are students and students don’t 
have money,” Zonobi said.

Senior business major Shiho 
Ito said she uses her Eco Pass 
twice a week but if  it was not 
offered she would just walk to 
school.

“The $2.52 price increase is 
a really small amount so I am 
OK with this,” Ito said. “But if 

the price is going to go up more 
to like $50 or $60 I would not be 
OK with that because I am an 
international student, and I al-
ready pay a lot for school.”

Ito said that in her expe-
rience, many international 
students do not have a car for 
their first or second year so the 
Eco Pass is good for them, but 
wishes she had the choice to opt 
out of paying for it if she does 
not need it.

According to Zonobi, Park-
ing Services subsidizes the em-
ployee Eco Pass with revenue 
generated from parking tick-
ets, meaning students do not 
pay for the employee pass.

“They (faculty) are piggy-
backing on our contract with 
VTA,” Zonobi said. “If they 
went in to contract with VTA 
on their own, they would be 
paying at least twice as much, 
maybe even three times as 

much as what they are paying 
now.”

Ito said she does not like the 
fact that everyone has to pay 
for a pass even if they are not 
using it.

“I think it’s unfair for stu-
dents that don’t use (the) Eco 
Pass because they are already 
paying a lot for tuition and 
parking permits,”  she said.

Bryan Delohery is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
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By Bryan Delohery
 @Bdelohery

The oceanic research vessel Point Sur, which is part of 
the SJSU marine science graduate program, set sail from 
its base at Moss Landing Marine Laboratories Nov.29 for a 
voyage to the Antarctic.

Brynn Hooton-Kaufman, an alumna of the program 
and communications associate for Moss Landing said 
that although there are no SJSU faculty or students on 
this expedition, the Sur is a crucial part of the graduate 
program.

“The boat, when it’s here, is used in support of San Jose 
State faculty and student research,” Hooton-Kaufman 
said. “One week during the semester the boat is set aside 
for student research and class projects.”

The ship is owned by the National Science Foundation 
according to Stewart Lamerdin, Moss Landing Marine 
Laboratories Superintendent.

“The Point Sur is on a Charter Party Agreement with 
San Jose State University Research Foundation” Lamerdin 
said.

According to  Dr. Kenneth Coale,  Director of Moss 
Landing Marine Laboratories, the ship, crew and a team 
of scientists will be embarking on an 8,200 mile jour-
ney to Palmer Station, a small research station in the 
Antarctic.

“Moss Landing is the entire graduate program which 
serves seven California State University campuses includ-

ing San Jose State, San Francisco State and Fresno State”  
Coale said. 

Coale noted that because 
the entire graduate program 
is housed at Moss Landing, 
many of the graduate stu-
dents never have to set foot on 
their home campuses.

During the five month 
trip, scientists will be study-
ing the geology and ecol-
ogy of the Antarctic around 
Palmer Station and tagging 
local wildlife, according to 
Lamerdin.

Lamerdin said the sci-
entists are currently tag-
ging whales to study depth 
and feeding behaviors as 
well as collecting blubber 
samples.

“The ship is able to take 
divers out to various locations 
that they otherwise would not 

have access to,” Lamerdin said.
Kristin Walovich, an SJSU marine science gradu-

ate student and member of the Pacific Shark Research 
Center, said Moss Landing is home to about 60 graduate 
students.

“Forty percent of the students here are enrolled at San 
Jose State,” Walovich said. “Everyone here is like-minded 
and we have a great sense of community.”

Walovich said she wants to stay within the research 
field and hopes to obtain a Ph.D. or work for a government 
agency like the California Department of Fish and Wild-
life.

Although, the program currently supports a number of 
students from different universities, Coale said the bud-
get cuts have affected them on both the state and founda-
tion side.

“There are fewer resources available for supporting 
class activities,” Coale said. “The ability to hire support 
personnel is limited and the ability to maintain our seawa-
ter system is at risk right now.”

Walovich said the budget cuts have made it harder for 
her to track down funding for a graduate degree.

“It used to be that you could go and get a master’s or a 
Ph.D. and it was paid for,” Walovich said. “Now I have to 
find the funding all by myself, it does limit your research 
sometimes but you just have to work a little harder.”

Despite budget cuts, Lamerdin said he thinks the ad-
vantage to the program is the access students have to the 
ocean and almost every type of marine environment at 
their fingertips.

“Having a ship that has the size and capability of the 
Point Sur and the tangible access it can give to students 
without cost to them is invaluable.”

Bryan Delohery is a Spartan Daily staff writer. 

By Rochelle Beckel
@rochellebeckel

The rates of student employment through SJ-
SU’s Career Center and SpartaJobs have been consis-
tently on the rise for the past 18 months, according 
to Daniel Newell, the Career Center’s job developer 
and marketing specialist.

“When the recession hit, it hit students very 
hard,” Newell said. “What we’ve been seeing over 
the past three years is that it’s starting to get better, 
but over the past 18 months it started to get signifi-
cantly better for college students.”

Caitlin Stueve, a junior communicative disor-
ders and science major and employee of the Univer-
sity Housing Services mailroom since her sopho-
more year, said she had used the SpartaJobs website 

before, but that when she suggested it to other peo-
ple, most of them had never heard of it.

“I love working for SJSU,” Stueve said. “It makes 
my life easy because I don’t have to drive anywhere 
after class to get to school. Best of all, since I’m em-
ployed by the school I’m attending, they know ex-
actly when my classes and finals are, and are able to 
schedule me accordingly.”

Newell said Quarter One (July, August and Sep-
tember) of the 2012-13 fiscal year experienced a 19 
percent increase in job openings over the previous 
quarter, and Quarter Two (October, November and 
December) experienced a 105 percent increase.

According to Newell, SpartaJobs offered a com-
bined total of 8,108 more job openings during the 
first six months of this fiscal year than the first six 
months of the last fiscal year.

“Over the past three semesters, our job fairs 
have completely sold out,” Newell said. “ We’ve ac-
tually had no more physical space to host employ-
ers on campus.”

There were more than 600 recruiters at the Ca-
reer Center’s last job fair on Sept. 27, 2012, which 
was the largest amount of recruiters it had hosted 
at one time since the dot-com boom, according to 
Newell.

Newell said this year the Career Center is still 
seeing employers register for its job fairs at record 
numbers and 1,089 new employers registered 
with the center on top of the 14,000 that are al-
ready signed on with Sparta Jobs.

“We’re getting up there, and businesses are com-
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A VTA light rail takes off toward Alum Rock as a couple walks beside it in Downtown San Jose near Paseo de San Antonio Friday. Photo Illustration by Codi Mills / 
Spartan Daily
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MOVIE REVIEW

By Dennis Biles
@Denny149

Let me start off this re-
view by saying this: I really 
wanted to like this movie.  I 
really, really wanted to like it. 

I’ve been eagerly await-
ing the next works of Me-
lissa McCarthy ever since her 
hilarious breakout perfor-
mance in “Bridesmaids.”

With that being said, this 
movie does have its enter-
taining moments but falls 
short of its potential and 
squanders the performances 
of McCarthy and co-star 
Jason Bateman.

Perhaps I was expecting 
too much because McCarthy 
has me dying with laughter 
every time I watch her, but 
the problem isn’t with her or 
with Bateman, who does a re-
liable job of playing the jilted 
straight-man seeking justice.

The problem is that this 
film attempts to make a 
comedy out of a subject that 
is decidedly unfunny with a 
plot that becomes more ri-
diculous with each passing 
minute. 

Still, it could work if the 
script weren’t so uneven and 
unbelievable, but in this case 
it just doesn’t.

McCarthy plays Diana, a 
con artist who employs a va-
riety of scams, most notably 
identity theft, to finance a 
lavish lifestyle of excess.

She targets Bateman 
because his character’s name, 
Sandy Bigelow Patterson, 
could be taken to be either 
male or female.

After Diana gets his in-
formation and runs up an 
enormous bill, Sandy, a hard 
working father of two with 
another on the way, is ac-
cused of credit card fraud 
and is informed by the 
police he missed a court date 
in Orlando, thousands of 
miles away from his home in 
Denver.

In order to clear his name 
and save his job at a financial 
firm, Sandy decides to travel 
to Florida to find Diana and 
bring her back to Denver.

Besides being a com-
pletely outrageous idea that 
no reasonably logical per-
son would ever conceive, the 
movie instantly loses cred-
ibility with me when he ac-
tually gets the endorsement 
from police to go ahead with 
the plan.

Yes, I know it’s a movie, so 
we need to stretch the imagi-
nation a bit. 

But there is nothing about 
Bateman’s character that 
would suggest he would be 
pushed to travel thousands 

of miles to catch a dangerous 
criminal while leaving his 
pregnant wife at home.

Furthermore, the police 
would never sign off on such 
a reckless, slapdash scheme.

Nevertheless, Sandy flies 
to Florida to track Diana 
down, but it’s an obvious un-
derstatement to say that she 
won’t go quietly.

Things get even more 
absurd when complications 
arise that force the duo to 
drive back to Denver, turn-
ing the film into a road com-
edy.

Along the way, they are 
pursued by hit men who are 
looking to even the score 
for some kingpin criminals 

Diana once scammed, be-
cause the two characters 
need some kind of contrived 
reason to become friends and 
work together.

By this point, the film has 
long since veered off into the 
realm of extreme ridiculous-
ness and the few comedic 
moments that were present 
in the beginning start to dry 
up considerably.

McCarthy and Bate-
man actually possess a fair 
amount of chemistry and do 
a fine job of playing off each 
other, but the script only
 allows them so few oppor-
tunities to really let their 
abilities shine.

McCarthy is a master 

of physical comedy, and 
Bateman has the role of the 
straight-man down cold, but 
neither of them are allowed 
to explore their characters 
much beyond those basic 
attributes.

The only real deviation 
we see from either is at the 
end of the movie, when Di-
ana opens up and talks about 
why she was driven to a life of 
crime.

It’s pointless drivel that 
attempts to cultivate a sense 
of remorse for her character, 
but it seems labored and only 
undermines the fact that this 
was supposed to be a comedy.

Not that a comedy can’t 
have its moments of senti-

mentality, but it feels out 
of place, almost like it was 
tacked on because the audi-
ence needs a reason to have 
sympathy for Diana even 
when we weren’t really look-
ing for it in the first place.

“Identity Thief” has some 
big stretches of logic and rea-
son.

That is to be expected 
from comedies of this type 
and is not the single biggest 
downfall of this movie.

This movie is doomed be-
cause it simply doesn’t know 
what to do with two proven 
comedic actors who actually 
work well together.

Dennis Biles is the Spartan 
Daily Sports Editor.

By Lauren Hailey
@LaurenOLovely

SJSU student music group 
Soulful Obsession performed at 
the “Open Invitation” release 
party for its EP Saturday night.

Group members Lily Tran, 
Bennett Roth-Newell, Veno 
Bender, and Kosuke Okamu-
ra, are all former or current 
students in the music depart-
ment.

The performance was at 
Milano nightclub in San Jose, 
and featured performances 
from other notable acts in-
cluding W1SHONE, original 
founding member of the Jab-
bawockeez — winners of the 
first season of MTV’s Ameri-
ca’s Best Dance Crew.

Also performing that night 
was a member of The Bangerz, 
DJ Goldenchyld and Kero One, 
who has toured with artists 
such as Bruno Mars and Stevie 
Wonder.

“It was a really great show,” 
said Christina Davis, an au-
dience member at the show. 
“That band is awesome.”

Other members of the 
audience said they liked the 
live band that performed 
with them, which consisted 

of trombones, trumpets, con-
ga drums, and background 
singers.

Soulful Obsession’s sound 
is a funky Hip hop, blues, and 
R&B genre. “It’s a very eclec-
tic mix,” said lead singer Lily 
Tran.” “(We sound) like Adele, 
John Legend, The Roots, art-
ists like that.”

The group first met each 
other in the music depart-
ment, and after a trip to the 
karaoke bar, they decided to 
put a band together, said Roth-
Newell, the band’s keyboardist.

Kosuke Okamura, the 
band’s drummer and a clas-
sically-trained percussionist, 
was the member who actually 
put the group together.

Soulful Obsession’s group 
members all come from dif-
ferent nationalities and back-
grounds, but were able to find 
common ground while study-
ing in the music department, 
said Bender, the band’s bassist.

The band has received a lot 
of recognition for its music in 
the Bay Area, which has given 
it the opportunity to perform 
many other live shows.

Soulful Obsession has per-
formed at many events in the 
Bay Area, including South Bay 

First Thursdays and the Bring 
Back the Arts Festival.

“We’ve been doing music 
for a year and a half now,” said 
Tran.

The group is celebrating 
the release of its new self-ti-
tled, five-song EP, which de-
buted Feb. 9 on iTunes.

They also gave out cop-
ies of the EP at the show, and 
many of them went quickly.

“I was so excited to get a 
copy of this,” said Jonathan 
Winger, an audience member. 
“They were really awesome.”

All of the songs on the 
new EP are written and pro-
duced by the band members, 
and carry themes that many 
young adults can relate to, ac-
cording to Tran.

Their songs often use 
many instruments to mix in 
with their own.

“I was dancing and groov-
ing all night, and I really loved 
it when they started throwing 
their clothes,” said audience 
member Virginia Powell.

The band was wearing 
items from its local sponsors, 
The Usuals clothing brand, 
and gave them away for free 
during the performance.

Two of the songs played 
at the show were the singles 
“Open Invitation” and “Sexual 
Crescendo”, both available on 
the EP.

“Shout out to the fans for 
supporting us so far,” Roth-
Newell said. “Hopefully we 
can do more for you in the 
future.”

People who want to pick 
up the EP “Soulful Obsession” 
can go to iTunes, Bandcamp.
com, Cdbaby.com, and Soul-
fulObsession.com.

Lauren Hailey is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer. 

‘Identity Thief’ robs audiences of original comedy 

SJSU student group rocks 
launch party performance

The comedy movie “Identity Thief,” starring Jason Bateman as Sandy Patterson and Melissa McCarthy as Diana, was released in 
theaters nationwide on Feb. 8. Photo courtesy of pastemagazine.com.

Soulful Obsession performed at the Milano nighclub in San Jose 
Feb. 9. Photo by Lauren Hailey / Spartan Daily
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PHILADELPHIA — Pope 
Benedict XVI, 85, said that he 
will resign on Feb. 28, and would 
become the first pontiff of the 
Roman Catholic Church to do so 
in nearly 600 years.

Benedict announced his de-
cision in Latin during a meeting 
of Vatican cardinals Monday 
morning and said it was because 
of his age.

A conclave to elect a new 
pope will form before the end of 
March.

“After having repeatedly ex-
amined my conscience before 
God, I have come to the certainty 
that my strengths due to an ad-
vanced age are no longer suited 
to an adequate exercise of the 
Petrine ministry,” he told the car-
dinals. “I am well aware that this 
ministry, due to its essential spiri-
tual nature, must be carried out 
not only by words and deeds but 
no less with prayer and suffering.

“However, in today’s world, 
subject to so many rapid changes 
and shaken by questions of deep 
relevance for the life of faith, in 
order to govern the bark of St. 
Peter and proclaim the Gospel, 
both strength of mind and body 
are necessary, strengths which 
in the last few months, has de-
teriorated in me to the extent 
that I have had to recognize my 
incapacity to adequately ful-
fill the ministry entrusted to 
me.”

The last pope to resign was 
Pope Gregory XII, who stepped 
down in 1415 in a deal to end the 
Great Western Schism among 
competing papal claimants.

Benedict called his choice 
“a decision of great im-
portance for the life of the 
church.”

The Roman Catholic Church 
can move swiftly to find a new 

pontiff since there will be no 
traditional mourning time that 
would follow the death of a pope. 
There are several papal contend-
ers in the wings, but no obvious 
front-runner as was the case 
when Benedict was elected pon-
tiff in 2005 after the death of 
Pope John Paul II.

Benedict, 85, is the 265th 
pope, and is the sixth German to 
serve as pope and the first since 
the 11th century. The former 
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger be-
came pope in April 2005 after 
the death of John Paul II. He was 
ordained as a priest in June 1951.

His nearly seven years as 
pontiff was marked not only by a 
decline in religious participation 
throughout the world, but also by 
sex abuse scandals that have left 
their damage in the church.

In fact, Philadelphia was cen-
ter-stage last year in its own priest 
abuse trial. Monsignor William 
Lynn became the highest-rank-
ing U.S. Catholic church official 

jailed for crimes related to sexual 
abuse of children.

Jurors found that Lynn, for-
mer secretary for clergy for the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 
endangered children by letting a 
priest who molested children in 
the 1990s remain in public min-
istry.

The pope’s announcement 
comes days before Ash Wednes-
day, which signifies the begin-
ning of Lent for Christians 
throughout the world.

Even though the pope pri-
vately considered quitting for 
months, his announcement 
caught many Roman Catholics 
off-guard.

Carole Breslin was attending 
7:30 a.m. Monday at Cathedral 
Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul 
in Center City Philadelphia when 
she heard the news.

“He was getting up there,” 
Breslin said. “I guess he feels 
like he can’t carry in the way he 
should.”

ing to Silicon Valley to hire our talent because 
Silicon Valley is one of the No. 1 job creators,” 
Newell said. “We are a hub of innovation for the 
entire world and so a lot of jobs in the tech indus-
try come here first to hire all this entry level tal-
ent and then they funnel them out elsewhere.”

Newell said because of the technology boom 
occurring throughout the Bay Area, employers 
of science, technology, engineering, and mathe-
matics companies often seek out qualified work-
ers who can fill the demand.

“Those are the four fields that there are often 
shortages in,” he said. “So because all these new 
technologies are coming out, and social media 
usage is trending, all those companies tend to 
start here in Silicon Valley, because that’s where 
all the connections are, where the talent is.”

Newell said as industries begin to expand, a 
larger variety of jobs are created as supportive 
roles, allowing professionals from fields unre-
lated to science and technology to pursue jobs in 
those industries.

“Eventually, all these other jobs are created,”  
he said. “You see marketing, then we need sales, 
then we need a PR person, then there’s going to 
be paper work so we need admin people. I want 
to say it’s the trickle across effect, you have one 
job but then you need all these supportive roles 
for it.”

Newell said in order for students to ap-
ply for any of these thousands of jobs acces-
sible through the Career Center, they need 
to register for SpartaJobs.

“There are still about 14,000 students 
who are not receiving any services, and it’s 
simply because they may not know about 
us,” he said.

Lucki Qin, a junior mechanical engi-
neering major, said she was unsure of what 
SpartaJobs had to offer and she had never 
been to the Career Center before.

“I think SpartaJobs is for people who 
need jobs, like in the dining commons or 
the bookstore,” Qin said. “I’m not too sure 
what it is exactly, (but) I know my room-
mate used it to look for a job on campus 
recently.”

Jephrey Rodriguez, a graduate student 
majoring in biomedical engineering, said 
although he hadn’t visited the Career Cen-
ter before, one of his colleagues had told 
him that it was a great place to get resumes 
edited and interview questions answered.

“I have used SpartaJobs before,” Rodri-
guez stated. “In my opinion, it’s limited in 
the diversity of career and internship avail-
abilities but a great start for graduating 
students transitioning into the work force.”

Rochelle Beckel is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

By Tom Lasseter
McClatchy Tribune

BEIJING — The South Korean Yonhap News 
agency reported on Tuesday that North Korea 
is believed to have conducted its third nuclear 
test after an artifcial earthquake was detected 
across the heavily armed border.

Yonhap said that South Korea had called 
for an emergency meeting of the U.N. Secu-
rity Council, reportedly scheduled for Tuesday 
morning, New York time.

The test would be North Korea’s third since 
2006 and would be a sharp challenge to the 
Security Council, which warned last month of 
“significant action” should the rogue nation 
carry out further provocations.

The U.S. Geological Survey said that it had 
detected a 4.9-magnitude earthquake in a re-
gion where North Korea maintains a nuclear 
test site. By 1:30 p.m. local time, though, there 
had been no confirmation from the North Ko-
rean government.

Pyongyang in December defied United Na-
tions’ sanctions by launching a satellite that 
was seen as a thinly disguised test of ballistic 
missile technology. A nuclear test on Tuesday 
would fall in line with threats made last month 
by North Korea’s National Defense Commis-

sion to do just that. The commission is headed 
by the nation’s young leader, Kim Jong Un, 
who’s thought to be about 30 years old.

A test would almost certainly strain rela-
tions with North Korea’s largest backer, China, 
which has signaled repeatedly that it has tired 
of diplomatic headaches brought on by the se-
cretive nation. The Global Times newspaper 
in Beijing, which while not an official mouth-
piece of the Chinese Communist Party is state-
controlled, ran a strongly worded editorial 
earlier this month saying that, “if North Korea 
insists on a third nuclear test despite attempts 
to dissuade it, it must pay a heavy price. The 
assistance it will be able to receive from China 
should be reduced.”

Because of the strategic importance Chi-
nese officials see in maintaining relations with 
North Korea — maintaining a buffer between 
China and U.S. troops stationed in South Ko-
rea, and avoiding the chaos of a fallen North 
Korea spilling over its borders — Beijing is not 
likely to be anywhere close to pulling the plug 
on aid and support.

But frustrations with Pyongyang in China, 
which is currently in the middle of Chinese 
New Year celebrations, might well lend sup-
port to stronger sanctions by the U.N. Security 
Council.

Pope Benedict XVI resigns
CHURCH
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Luke Martin, 14, of Clayton, holds a cross necklace as he prays at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in Raleigh, North Carolina, Monday. Photo 
by Takaaki Iwabu / MCT

SJSU Students take advantage of the Career Center resources with center employees on Monday. 
Photo by Kevin Johnson / Spartan Daily

Follow us on Twitter!
@SpartanDaily



Page 4 | Spartan Daily Tuesday, February 12, 2013SPORTS

Classifieds
Employment

Services

Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising

You can also place 
classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office.

Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.

Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com

Need a roomate?
Want to sell your books?

Looking for furniture?
Selling school supplies?

Need volunteers?
Job opportunity?

Room for rent?

Universal Crossword
Today’s Crossword Puzzle

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is 
there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist 
of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. 
Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified readers 
should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require 
complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, 
readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or 

coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 

 How To

$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$ 
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create 
families. Convenient Palo Alto location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com

For Rent
2bdrm 1 ba Apt Walk to SJSU $1250/mo & 
$600/dep. Off Street parking & coin landry 
408-504-1584 birkeland.brian@gmail.com

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

WRITING/EDITING HELP from Harvard 
grad & Ph.D., former college teacher, 25+ 
years’ experience. Most subject areas. Caring 
& confidential. Email: Dan@WritingTips.com

ACROSS
  1 Picket line 

crosser
  5 Square 

things?
 10 “Arrive-

derci” city
 14 Undertake
 15 Sundance 

entrant
 16 Sweeping 

story
 17 Say it’s so
 18 Russian 

pancakes
 19 Editing 

mark
 20 Landlord
 23 Russian 

summer 
retreat

 24 ___ breeze 
(vodka  
cocktail)

 25 Jungle 
swinger

 28 Slopping 
center?

 29 South  
American 
nation

 33 Ban from 
law

 35 Farther 
along than

 37 First name 
among 
jazz leg-
ends

 38 Help 
things 
along

 43 ___ to 
riches

 44 Bean- 
producing 
trees

 45 Swallow
 48 Topologi-

cal shapes
 49 Defunct 

airline
 52 It is  

abbrevi-
ated

 53 Symbol 
for density

 55 Brand of 
plastic 
wrap

 57 Making 
distinc-
tions  
of little  
impor-
tance

 62 Apt ana-
gram for 
“yeas”

 64 Like many 
seals

 65 Rent-a-car 
option

 66 Seaweed 
you can 
eat

 67 “Cheers!”
 68 It may be 

in an innie
 69 Sharp 

punches
 70 One of 

Snow 
White’s 
seven

 71 Has 
trouble 
keeping 
up

DOWN
  1 Stretches 

of grassy 
turf

  2 “As is,” 
e.g.

  3 Part of 
CIA

  4 Docking 
space

  5 Pulpit of 
old

  6 Gangland 
gal

  7 What 
villains 
dabble in

  8 Baseball 

  9 Cleared a 
frosty  
windshield

 10 Alter the  
appear-
ance of

 11 In working 
order, as 
a vending 
machine

 12 A thou-
sand thou

 13 Untouch-
able 
service

 21 Vampires’ 
accesso-
ries

 22 James 
Clavell 
best seller 
“___-Pan”

 26 Gloomy 
atmo-
sphere

 -
cant time 
spans

 30 Target 
center

 31 College 
military 
org.

 
a bowler

 34 Is dating
 35 Ballplay-

er’s theft
 36 Style of 

many a 
building in 
Miami

 38 Sand-
paper 
surface

 39 Spouse of 
a rajah

 40 Yellowish-
white hue

 41 Combat-
ive card 
game

 42 Send up a 

 46 Title of 
respect, in 
Mumbai

 47 Separate 
wheat 

 49 Unimport-

 50 Decreas-

ing in 
intensity

 51 Acute  
anxieties

 54 Japanese 
bidder for 
the 2008 
Summer 
Games

 56 In any 
way, 
shape or 
form

 58 Once-
sacred 
snakes

 59 Weight 
marked 
“One Ton,”
e.g.

 60 Mimic a 
kangaroo

 61 How some 
people  
chatter

 62 Wanted-
poster 
initials

 63 Longbow 
wood

Listen to the 
Call: The voice 
of SJSU Athletics
By Stephanie Wong
@StephanieJWong

There’s five seconds left on 
the clock and a player is about 
to score a point that could win 
the game, but the tall guy in 
front of you jumps up and 
blocks your view.

The voice you depend on 
to tell you what happens be-
longs to Russ Call, SJSU’s pub-
lic address announcer.

Before he became the an-
nouncer for the school, Call 
was a student at SJSU in the 
early 1980s.

He has been announcing 
ever since he got his start as a 
Radio-Television-Film major 
and worked for the school’s ra-
dio station, 90.5 KSJS.

“KSJS had a good relation-
ship with the sports infor-
mation department, so if we 
weren’t involved in a broad-
cast, they would call and see if 
we’d help out,” Call said.

Lawrence Fan, SJSU’s ath-
letic media relations director 
has known Call since he was 
a student, and works closely 
alongside him since their cur-
rent roles “often intertwine.”

“People come to games not 
to listen to the announcer, but 
to cheer on players,” Fan said. 
“Russ has an excellent concept 
of that and he’s a complemen-
tary part of a fan’s experience.”

You can hear Call’s voice 
during football, men’s and 
women’s basketball, volley-
ball and a few baseball games, 
according to Richard Stern, 

assistant athletic media rela-
tions director.

“Baseball is by far Russ’ 
best game because he’s got 
sound effects and does a full 
show,” Stern said.

Both Fan and Stern agree 
that Call has a high level of 
professionalism as a public 
address announcer.

According to Fan, a good 
public address announcer has 
to have “good diction and ex-
cellent enunciation.”

Tim La Kose, head coach for 
the women’s basketball team, 
said Call has “some difficult 
names to pronounce and he’s 
done very well with that.”

La Kose also said that it 
seems as if Call “really enjoys 
what he’s doing” as an an-
nouncer.

“I like the fact that I can 
give back to my alma mater,” 
Call said.

According to Stern, having 
Call at SJSU is special because 
“he’s a great asset to us and 
this organization.”

“There are things that are 
like home cooking,” Stern 
said. “You go to certain places 
and hear certain voices, and 
one of the great things about 
SJSU (athletics) is Russ’ iconic 
voice. You hear his voice and 
it’s like home.”

Call has also done sports 
announcing outside of SJSU 
according to Fan, having done 
public address for the 1994 
FIFA World Cup, the San Jose 
Earthquakes, and when SJSU 
hosted NCAA Tournament 

PROFILE

Russ Call has been the public address announcer for SJSU Athletics since 1986. Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

b a s ke t b a l l  g a m e s  a t  H P 
P a v i l i o n .

“There have been a couple 
of times where I’ve been en-
couraged to try out for other 
jobs, but I just didn’t want to 

give up what I was doing here,” 
Call said.

When Call isn’t doing pub-
lic address at SJSU athletic 
events, you might spot him 
working at Sports Fever in the 
Westfield Valley Fair shop-
ping mall, or announcing for 
the minor league baseball San 
Jose Giants during the sum-
mer months.

You may also know Call 
for his side business, Spartan 
Dream Vacations, where he 
helps plan vacations whether 
they’re for leisure or for those 
who want to travel alongside a 
sports team to see a game.

After working for Classic 

Vacations for 17 years, Call  
said he decided to branch out 
on his own.

“One thing I’m hoping to 
do as things grow with the 
athletic program is to get our 
fans together and travel in 
greater numbers,” Call said.

Call said he is now in the 
initial stages of introducing 
this idea to SJSU fans.

“My two specialty vacations 
are Hawaii and Australia,” 
Call said.

Call said he wanted to show 
fans they aren’t just going to a 
game, but they get to “experi-
ence the environments” where 
players travel.

C a l l  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t -
ing SJSU with his talent for 
so many years and “he really 
takes pride in what he does,” 
Stern said.

According to Fan, “Russ 
has a great love for SJSU and 
that love and passion shows 
through the inflections of his 
delivery.”

Sometimes you don’t re-
alize what special gems are 
a part of SJSU until you dig 
deeper; in this case, all you 
have to do is listen for that fa-
miliar voice that, according to 
Stern, “feels like home.” 

Stephanie Wong is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.

You hear his 
voice and it’s 
like home.

Richard Stern
Assistant media 

relations director
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Don’t scapegoat video games

Follow Anthony 
Nguyen on Twitter 

@Antnguyen87

The menace of 
drugging kids

Follow Bryan 
Delohery on Twitter 

@Bdelohery

If there is a big shooting 
or a huge violent act hap-
pens, of course the media 
and politicians will try to 
blame it on video games, on 
a local, state and maybe even 
national level.

They are easy to blame 
and almost half the nation 
plays violent video games.

Video games aren’t the 
only violent form of media 
out there, though. Look at 
the books, TV shows and many mov-
ies that show us violent images in our 
daily lives.

I am a gamer, and I enjoy playing 
games that feature fantasy-like violence, 
but that doesn’t make me go hunt for a 
bad guy, does it?

After the Newtown, Conn. shooting, 
I heard that Fox News made a point of 
releasing to the public that the perpe-
trator of shooting “liked” Mass Effect 
on Facebook.

Here is what I understand — that 
the media is blaming “ultraviolent” 
video games and yet they don’t have 
solid evidence to back up these claims. 
Where can you find any proof for 
their claims?

I might be “captain obvious” here: 
Don’t they have a rating on the box that 
was approved by the Entertainment 
Software Rating Board? And it’s not just 
a one-word rating either; on both the 
front and back of the box there should 
be a description of what the content in 
these games is.

I bet the parents of the kids who get 
their hands on games rated teen and 
mature don’t even read the ratings at 
all. The kids just pick their games out 
and have their parents buy it for them 
without the parents even looking at the 
box, or at least ignore the rating; if they 
look at anything on the box, it should 
be that.

It seems like a weird double standard 
because parents are quick to point out 

movie ratings and parental 
advisory labels on music 
CDs. That is plain ludicrous 
to me and it looks bad for 
game companies as well.

A few days ago, Rep. 
DebraLee Hovey (R-Mon-
roe, Newtown) made the 
suggestion to add a tax on 
violent video games, in 
the wake of the Newtown, 
Conn. shooting that re-
sulted in the death of 20 

children and six adults.
People have gone a bit too far in the 

hype and tension surrounding current 
violence in video games. The ESRB was 
started in the early ‘90s, when Mortal 
Kombat was out and many consumers 
were freaking out about content. Back 
then, we did not have ratings on front 
of video games. Now, we do have the 
ratings on the front of the packages 
and people just need to pay attention 
to them.

I understand parents are worried 
about this issue and protecting their 
kids from violent video games, but put-
ting some kind of “sin taxes” on violent 
games doesn’t solve the problem of 
parents buying violent video games for 
their kids.

Kids playing games together can be 
helpful; if it’s a social event for them, 
they’ll associate it more with their 
friendships instead of obsessing over 
the game. If they have a sibling, they 
will probably ask you if they can play 
with each other, or they can go to their 
friend’s house and play together.

Parents should take responsibility 
and educate the children on the differ-
ence between real violence and fantasy-
like violence. Parents need to teach chil-
dren the difference between right and 
wrong in today’s media, and how to use 
media responsibly.

For example, people should not be-
lieve that video games will cause this 
problem just because Fox News tells 

them so; instead, people need to watch 
for suspicious behavior and know the 
warning signs that someone is becom-
ing unstable. People should stop blam-
ing violence solely on video games; as 
previously stated, video games are not 
the only medium that exposes people to 
violence and ultraviolence.

People need to stop making the as-
sumption that playing video games 
will make people more violent in real 
life. I do not act viciously violent after 
I play a video game. Look at our world; 
we have different media to blame not 
just video games.

I am truly disgusted by the statement 
that video games induce violence. I am 
pretty sure that gamers in general are 
disgusted by that statement, too.

It is not our fault. It will be an endless 
battle between gamers and the media. I 
remembered that I was taught what the 
difference between “fantasy-like” vio-
lence and real life violence is.

Will this stop the media? No, be-
cause the media will always be on the vi-
olent games’ back. The media will never 
stand up to Hollywood directors about 
violent movies, though. That would be 
a great mutiny.

Video games are actually helping 
people by building up reflexes, and 
strengthening vocabulary.

Many people nowadays say they met 
their friends online due to playing video 
games in different gaming communi-
ties. So they don’t seem to like to hurt 
people outside of virtual worlds, and 
actually come to value people because of 
the game.

Video games are part of our lives, and 
can take us to another place, allowing 
us to escape from the world for a little 
while. This doesn’t mean that we lose 
touch with reality, though — done right, 
it forms and strengthens friendships, 
maintaining and perhaps even deepen-
ing our respect for humanity.

Anthony Nguyen is a Spartan Daily 
staff writer.

Submit letters to the editor to:
spartandaily@gmail.com

In the wake of 
the tragic shoot-
ings in Newtown, 
Conn. and Aurora, 
Colo., gun control 
has been in the 
hearts and minds 
of the country 
as we look for a 
solution to the 
problem.

We scratch our 
heads in disbelief 
and bewilderment trying to 
find an answer to the ques-
tion; what would possess 
someone to do this and how 
do we prevent these kinds of 
things from happening in 
the future?

That question is not eas-
ily answered because there are 
many factors involved.

I feel that in times of trag-
edy our society reacts out of 
anger and fear.

Albeit much deserved an-
ger, especially when so many 
young lives are taken in a 
senseless rage.

When tensions are run-
ning high and children are 
involved, it is easy to blame 
the weapons, but maybe there 
is more to this issue than just 
banning assault rifles and 
high capacity magazines.

I think a large part of the 
problem is that potentially 
mind altering drugs are be-
ing administered to young 
people whose brains are 
still developing and going 
through changes that may 
cause undesired effects.

Recent statistics show 
there is an increasing num-
ber of mass shooters that are 
under the influence of anti-
depressants or psychostimu-
lant drugs.

According to the Citizens 
Commission on Human Rights 
International, 31 school 
shootings and/or school re-
lated acts of violence have 
been committed by those 
taking or withdrawing 
from psychiatric drugs.

CCHRI also states that 
from 2004-2011, there were 
more than 11,000 violent acts 
related to psychiatric drugs 
that were reported to the Food 
and Drug Administration 
MedWatch system.

Recent violent school acts 
have left 72 dead and 162 
wounded, but mass school 
shootings and mass school 
murders are not as new as we 
might think.

While it may seem that 
there has been a string of 
deadly school shootings in 
recent years, Criminologist 
James Allen Fox of North-
eastern University said there 
is no increase or pattern in 
mass shootings.

The earliest recorded his-
tory we have of a mass school 
shooting dates back to April 
10, 1891 when James Foster 

walked into a pa-
rochial school in 
Newburg, New 
York with a shot-
gun and opened 
fire on children 
playing in the 
playground.

In the infa-
mous Bath School 
Disaster of 1927, 
Andrew Kehoe 
blew up the Bath 

Consolidated School, leaving 
38 elementary school chil-
dren and six adults dead be-
fore committing suicide.

Whether or not the fre-
quency of these attacks has 
changed, there may be a more 
sinister underlying issue.

Michael Moore, director 
of “Bowling for Columbine,” 
said in the documentary film 
“The Drugging of Our Chil-
dren” he believes there should 
be an investigation into what 
pharmaceutical drugs these 
kids were taking.

While there is convincing 
evidence that many school 
shooters were on some sort 
of psychotropic drug, I see an 
underlying issue here that is 
much more concerning.

According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics, 
children as young as four 
years old can be evaluated 
for Attention Deficit Hyper-
activity Disorder and pre-
scribed Ritalin.

Since when did we be-
come a society that is com-
fortable giving children psy-
chotropic drugs?

At best, psychotropic 
drugs only cover up the 
symptoms and have little to 
no effect on the root cause of 
the problem.

As horrible as I think giv-
ing drugs to kids is, it is all of 
our responsibility to make 
sure that those around us who 
may be mentally challenged 
have access to proper mental 
health care.

With many of the school 
shootings we find out in the af-
termath from a family mem-
ber or friend of the shooter 
that thinking back on it, there 
was some sort of red flag.

The shooter is usually de-
scribed as a loner, isolated, 
weird or that they expressed 
strange behaviors.

We have become the “Pro-
zac Nation,” a society that ex-
pects the solutions to all of its 
problems to come in the shape 
of a pill.

Maybe if we paid more 
attention to these red flags 
instead of stuffing pills down 
their throats to cover up some 
abnormal behavior that we 
find annoying, we could ac-
tually learn more about these 
disorders and work toward 
real solutions.

Bryan Delohery is a 
Spartan Daily staff writer
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To Enter: Post a picture of yourself
with the Spartan Daily front page of the 
day to facebook.com/spartandaily.

Restrictions: Contest limited to
current SJSU students. Tower Card
required upon ticket retrieval. Only one
post per day. Up to 10 posts per person.

By Dan Deluca
McClatchy Tribune

PHILADELPHIA — British folk-rock 
band Mumford & Sons, blues-rock duo 
the Black Keys, and the pop band fun. won 
big at the Grammy Awards on Sunday, 
where no single act emerged as a dominant 
force.

Mumford & Sons won album of the year 
for its strummy sophomore release, “Ba-
bel.” Fun. took home best new artist and 
song, for “We Are Young,” its collabora-
tion with Janelle Monae.

The Belgian-Australian singer Gotye 
and R&B singer Frank Ocean were also 
significant winners at the 55th annual 
Grammys, at the Staples Center in Los 
Angeles.

“I don’t know what I was thinking when 
I wrote this song,” fun.’s Nate Ruess, 30, 
said in accepting the best song golden 
gramophone. “If you’re watching in HD, 
you can see our faces, and you can see that 
we’re not very young.”

Gotye, born Wouter De Backer, won re-
cord of the year for his hit “Somebody That 
I Used to Know” and accepted with the 
singer Kimbra, who is featured on the song. 
Better still for Gotye, the award was pre-
sented by Prince, who said: “Ooh, I love this 
song.”

Dan Auerbach and Patrick Carney of 
the Black Keys won three awards, best rock 
album for “El Camino” and rock perfor-
mance and song for “Lonely Boy.” Auer-
bach also won as best producer.

Like a shuffling iPod, the telecast 
jumped among genres and styles. A coun-

try performance by Miranda Lambert and 
Dierks Bentley gave way to a tribute to late 
“American Bandstand” host Dick Clark by 
Grammy host LL Cool J, who introduced 
R&B singer Miguel and weed-loving rap-
per Wiz Khalifa, who gave the award for 
country song to Carrie Underwood.

Ocean’s “Channel Orange” captured 
urban contemporary album. He picked 
up another award for his role in writ-
ing Jay-Z and Kanye West’s “No Church 
in the Wild,” but was shut out in the 
three major categories for which he was 
nominated.

In the urban contemporary category, 
Ocean went up against Chris Brown, weeks 
after the two had a dustup in a Los Ange-
les parking lot. To cap off a bad weekend 
for Brown, who crashed his Porsche into a 
wall Saturday while he said he was fleeing 
paparazzi, Ocean won the face-off, with 
“Channel Orange” topping “Fortune.”

Other multiple winners, unsurpris-
ingly, included West and Jay-Z, who won 
three awards, including best rap song and 
performance for “N — in Paris.”

More surprising among the multiple-
award-winners was jazz pianist Chick 
Corea, who won best improvised solo for 
“Hot House,” with Garry Burton, and best 
instrumental composition. Carrie Under-
wood also won two, for country solo per-
formance and country song, for “Blown 
Away.”

The most anticipated performance 
of the night came from Justin Timber-
lake, the ‘N Sync-er-turned-actor, who in 
March will release his first album in seven 
years, “The 20/20 Experience. Timberlake 
wore evening dress for the single “Suit & 
Tie” and showed off a fine falsetto as Jay-
Z joined him and as the TV screen went 
black-and-white, to ensure that everyone 
understood how retro-classy it was.

More smoking than that was the Black 
Keys performance, in which the Ak-
ron, Ohio, duo were joined by members 
of New Orleans’ Preservation Hall Jazz 
Band and Dr. John, in full Night Tripper 
regalia.

Better still was a tribute to late Band 
singer and drummer Levon Helm that 

featured Elton John, Mavis Staples, Zack 
Brown, Brittany Howard of Alabama 
Shakes, and Mumford & Sons, all tak-
ing turns singing spirited verses of “The 
Weight.”

“American Idol” alum Kelly Clarkson 
was another big winner, garnering best 
pop vocal album for “Stronger.” Clark-
son was charmingly excited in her accep-
tance speech, shouting out to R&B singer 
Miguel: “I don’t know who you are, but we 
need to sing together. That was the sexiest 
thing I ever heard.”

Taylor Swift, who opened the show 
with an Alice in Steampunk take on her 
revenge song “We Are Never Ever Getting 
Back Together,” won a trophy as best song 
for visual media for “Safe & Sound,” per-
formed with the Civil Wars in “The Hun-
ger Games.”

Lifetime Achievement Grammys 
were given to Ravi Shankar, the Tempta-
tions, Carole King, bluesman Lightnin’ 
Hopkins, Patti Page, classical pianist 
Glenn Gould, and jazz bassist Charlie 
Haden.

AWARDS

Young acts 
win big at 
Grammys
Varied genres paint 
colorful music scene

Adam Levine and Alicia Keys perform at the 55th Annual Grammy Awards in Los Angeles, Calif., Sunday. Photo by Robert Gauthier/ MCT
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