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Health care
for students
a financial
labyrinth

by David Norman
Contributing Writer

The availability of health care is an
issue on the minds of many college
students.

Rosita Suérez is a senior Spanish
major who lacks health insurance.

“I know I need health insurance,
but I don’t have it because it’s very
expensive,” Suérez said. “I have tried
to apply for health insurance, but the
process is very time consuming for a
busy college student”

A report from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
from September 2011 puts the total
percentage of uninsured 18- to 24-year-
olds (regardless of college enrollment)
at 26.5.

A national poll conducted in the
fall of 2011 by the American College
Health Association, an association of
college health professionals formed
in the 1920s, showed that the num-
ber of college students who reported
that they lacked health insurance was
about 7 percent (1.4 percent of students
reported that they were “not sure”).

There are health insurance options
available for students who do not
receive employer health insurance and
for those who do not qualify for public
health insurance.

SJSU, as well as 82 percent of
four-year universities in the U.S., offer
student health insurance plans with
premiums and coverage tailored to
students, according to the Government
Accountability Office.

The Anthem Blue Cross health
insurance plan provided by SJSU has
premiums that far exceed the average
nationwide 2008 premium of $850, as
reported by the GAO.

SJSU’s annual premium for students
age 24 and under costs $1,861, while
students age 25-30 will pay $2,489 for a
year of coverage.

SEE HEALTH PAGE 2
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Snap into spring

The SJSU football team competes in its annual Spring Game intra-squad
scrimmage featuring the Blue and White teams on Friday at 7 p.m. at Spartan

SEE SPORTS PAGE 6

Stadium. The White team prevailed in the scrimmage with a 17-
over the Blue team. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

14 final score

Four years in the making, new center shapes suCcess

by Rebecca Duran '

| Staff Writer |

Social Sciences students looking
to do homework or ask questions
about their academic careers now
the Counseling
Center for Excellence in the Social

have Academic
Sciences.

The center has been open for
students, but had its grand opening
on April 12 with about 50 people
in attendance.

Sergio Campos, a junior econom-
ics major, said he’s been to the center
twice already for advising.

“We invited people that have
to do with student success to help
facilitate the opening,” said faculty
adviser Hien Do.

The official opening
people to find out about the center
and see what if has to offer, Do said.

He said these included deans,
and faculty from other
student success centers.

The center contains books
written by faculty members, and is a
place where students can do group
projects, homework and talk to
academic advisers, he said.

allowed

alumni

The room, 240 Clark Hall, used
to be the communications study lab
and construction began on the new
success center in August, Do said.

The center has a shelf of books,
several conference rooms for students
to meet, and numerous tables to sit at.

In her speech, Dean Sheila
Bienenfield of the College of Social
Sciences expressed her hopes for
the center.

“We've  invested heavily in
creating this because we want
students to know that we value them
and want to help them,” she said.

She said they don’t want students
to feel lost or wander from office
to office.

“Before, we didn’t have a place to
go, now we have this resource,” said
senior sociology major Skye Vallejos.

It has taken four years for them to
figure out how to create the center,
said Maureen Scharberg of Student
Academic Success Services.

“This is a dream come true;
she said.

The National Science Foundation,
an agency that helps funds federal sci-
ence-related research, gave a grant to
help create the center, Scharberg said.

B\

Tim Nielsen (center) and David Heflin (right) talk with another student at the
Academic Counseling Center for Excellence in the Social Sciences on Thursday.

Photo by Derik Irvin / Spartan Daily

She said six out of SJSU’s seven
colleges have student success centers,
and they create a sense of community.

She said success centers increase
the sense of community with stu-

dents and that all the people in
the room care about the success of
students.

SEE ACCESS PAGE 4

Crossing the

line: Roles of

a gay best
friend abused

by Samantha Clark
Staff Writer

The gay best friend phenomenon
and trend, while meant to be fun, silly
and harmless, is a form a stereotyping
and can be seen as offensive.

“When girls say they want a gay
best friend, it sounds like they are re-
ducing gay men to accessories,” said
junior marketing major Kyle Burt. “I'm
not your gay best friend. I'm your best
friend who also happens to be gay.”

Burt said that while nothing is in-
herently wrong with having a gay best
friend, some women stereotype gays
and assume they want to talk about
fashion and men.

|IIustrat|on by Leo Postovoit and Brlttcng Patterson /Spcrton Daily

“Is it because you think he’ll be fun
and fabulous to shop with and do all
sorts of, quote unquote, girly things?”
asked Davey Wavey, a popular Inter-
net personality, in his YouTube video
he posted on April 5. “If so, then you're
totally basing us on stereotypes —

many of which gay men break. I mean
it’s basically the same thing as saying,
‘I want an Asian best friend, so she can
help me with math homework.”

Wavey discusses gay and lesbian is-
sues and has more than 70,000 video
views and 345 videos.

Gay best friendships may be
splashed across the media and in TV
shows such as “Sex and The City,
“Will and Grace,” “Glee” and “Ugly
Betty,” but it’s unrealistic, said Chris
Martinez, a senior global studies
major.

She said she had a best friend who
was gay — not a gay best friend.

Burt said even if some truths are
evident in the relationships in the me-
dia, women seek a gay best friend to
mirror what they see on TV, and they

SEE BEST FRIEND PAGE 2
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The student health insur-
ance plan provided by SJSU and
Anthem Blue Cross includes
physician medical services as
well as emergency and hospital
services.

For senior kinesiology major
Carlos Torres, time was a con-
tributing factor to his lack of
health insurance.

“I haven’t had the time to
actually go out and seek health
insurance, ask the questions or
essentially find out what it takes
to get covered,” Torres said.

The good news for college
students who are not covered
by a parent’s health insur-
ance plan, cannot afford SJSU’s
sponsored insurance plan, do
not qualify for public assistance
or don’t have the time to re-
search health insurance options
is that they do have an alterna-
tive care option provided by the
university at the Student Health
Center.

Hernandez, senior
operations officer at the health
center, said there are resources
available to students at the
Student Health Center.
“Because

Paula

students pay a
mandatory health fee when
enrolling at SJSU, we don’t
require health insurance to
see students who are regularly
enrolled during the semester,’
Hernandez said. “Students can
come in to be seen for the ma-
jority of the services that we
offer and not pay for the visit.

The Student Health Center’s
website outlines the services
available, ranging from primary
care services including illness
and injury treatment, preven-
tative medicine and women’s
health to specialty
involving dermatology, sports
medicine, podiatry, psychiatry
and travel care.

According to Hernandez, the
mandatory health fee allows
all SJSU students unlimited ac-
cess to primary care visits at no
additional cost, while certain
specialty clinics within the
Health Center require an
additional fee.

The fees for specialty clinics
vary — for example, the fee per
visit for the dermatology clinic
is $10.

Torres

clinics

reported that his
overall experience at the
Student Health Center was
“positive”

“With or without insurance,
(the health center) took care
of everything I needed,” Torres
said.

When asked about her
experience at the health center,
Suarez did have a complaint.

“It takes a while because
you have to call in and make an
appointment,” she said. “The
minimum it’s taken me to
be seen was a week and the
longest was two weeks. I feel
like it takes too long”

While the health center does
much to bridge the gap for
students on campus who lack
insurance, there is still a danger
of being caught unprepared by

In the case of an emergency
medical situation on the SJSU
campus, even students with

health should be

aware of how their health in-

insurance

surance contracts with local
medical centers.

Out of the two nearest emer-
gency rooms to SJSU, Santa
Clara Valley Medical Center
and Regional Medical Center,
only Santa Clara Valley Medi-
cal Center is contracted with
SJSU’s student health insurance
plan, according to an Anthem
Blue Cross Life and Health
Insurance Company policy
representative.

However, lack of coverage
is no reason to decide not to
seek medical care since in ac-
cordance with the Emergency
Medical Treatment and Active

“Ithinkit's
something to
consider because
if you don't have
health coverage
it costs more
for taxpayers to
cover the bills.”

-Aaron Saini, systems
physiology student

Labor Act, which clarified poli-
cies relating to the responsibili-
ties of Medicare-participating
hospitals, virtually all hospitals
within the U.S. must provide
emergency care to individu-
als regardless of their ability
to pay.

The majority of college stu-
dents (92 percent) described
their health as good, very good
or excellent in the study by
the American College Health
Association.

Also, the majority of stu-
dents that did report being diag-
nosed with a condition within
the preceding 12 months listed
problems addressed by Student
Health Center including: aller-
gies (21.2 percent), sinus infec-
tion (17.7 percent), back pain
(12.9 percent) and strep throat

HEALTH: Financial burden of insurance

(11.5 percent), according to
the association study.

The relative good health of
college students may be re-
flected in the health center’s
low percentage of use by SJSU
college students.

Hernandez reported that
about 33 percent of SJSU stu-
dents use the health center.

“We’d like to see more of
the enrolled students,” she
said. “The majority of student
visits here are free, and stu-
dents have already paid for
the service anyway. It’s im-
portant even for students who
have insurance to still get
registered with us officially.
If for some reason you’re not
feeling well on any given day,
call us and see what we can do
for you”

Aaron Saini, a senior sys-
tems physiology student, said
if he lost the health insur-
ance he currently possessed
through a parent’s employee
health plan he would try and
obtain health care coverage
separately.

“I think it’s something to
consider because if you don’t
have health coverage it costs
more for taxpayers to cover
the bills,” he said. “If everyone
had (health insurance) there
would be some benefit”

The Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act is federal
statute that includes an indi-
vidual mandate that would
require citizens of the U.S. to
possess health insurance or
else face fines from the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

The net cost of the Patient
Protection and Affordable
Care Act over 10 years is es-
timated to be $1.252 trillion
by the Congressional Budget
Office’s March 2012 updated
report.

The legality behind the
act’s individual mandate is
currently being decided by
the Supreme Court.

Suérez would like to see the
act clear the supreme court.

“I think health care cover-
age should be more accessible
to everyone. I think we all de-
serve it because it’s kind of a
right,” Suarez said. “I think if
we had health insurance there
would be fewer lives lost
and people would take care
of themselves better by con-
tinually getting checkups, but
they’re not doing that now
because it’s very expensive”

Miles of California coastline to
be preserved, opened to public

McClatchy Tribune '

| Wire Service |

LOS ANGELES — A spectacular stretch
of Northern California coastline that in-
cludes ocean-side bluffs, beaches, rolling hills
and redwood groves will be permanently
protected from development under a landmark
deal approved this week by the state Coastal
Commission.

The 6,800 acres of undeveloped shoreline,
wooded areas and farmland in northern Santa
Cruz County — known as Coast Dairies — will
be transferred to the state and federal govern-
ment, which will operate it as open space and
preserve portions for agriculture.

Much of the land will be opened to the public.

The coastal panel’s unanimous vote
at a meeting Thursday in Ventura, Calif,
protects 7 miles of coastline that had been one
of the three largest pieces of private coastal
property between the Golden Gate Bridge and the
Mexican border, according to the agency.

The 10-square-mile expanse, former Spanish
land grants that were acquired by Swiss farm-
ing families in the 1860s, was purchased by the
Trust For Public Land in 1998 as rumors swirled
that developers had plans to build homes on
the land.

“This is important, an incredible part of
the Central California coast that’s going to be
retained in the form it was years and years ago,”
said Dan Carl, the commission’s Central Coast
District director. “It’s something you don’t see
a lot in California as development moves and
marches forward”

The deal to safeguard the land from
builders, inthe works for more thanadecade, was
heralded as going to the heart of the state’s
stringent coastal protection law.

It comes 40 vyears after the passage of
Proposition 20, the 1972 voter-approved initiative
that created the California Coastal Commission
and gave it control over development along the
state’s 1,100-mile coastline. That authority was
cemented by the 1976 state Coastal Act.

“This really is a reflection of 40 years of
work,” said Coastal Commission Executive Di-
rector Charles Lester. “The Coastal Act played a
fundamental role in making these types of ac-
quisitions possible.”

The decision came at the commission’s first
meeting since the April 1 death of its longtime
executive, Peter Douglas, whose decades of
leading the agency through high-profile con-
servation battles is credited with keeping much
of the California coast from being paved over.

To keep that from happening to the Coast
Dairies ranch, the commission required restric-
tions that limit use of the land to public recre-
ation, open space and agriculture.

The arrangement transfers upland portions
of the property surrounding the town of Dav-
enport, Calif,, to the federal Bureau of Land
Management and includes several hundred
acres of shoreline seaward of California 1 that
have already been deeded to the state Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, which operates
adjacent Wilder Ranch State Park. About 700
acres will remain under ownership of the Trust
For Public Land for use as farmland, including
organic strawberry fields.

BEST FRIEND: Relationships exploitec
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try to force a “gay best friend”
relationship in real life.

He said a girl once asked
him to be his “gay best friend”
because she needed a “new
one.”

“It was off-putting and de-
meaning,” Burt said. “I was
angry at first, then I was of-
fended. She felt we had a con-
nection to become friends
based on one qualifier. ... ‘Did
your last accessory break?””

Burt said his best friend is
a straight female, and he feels
that these trendy, superfi-
cial relationships bother him
because it stereotypes his com-
plex and real friendship and
reduces it to something sim-
ple and lacking an emotional
connection.

“Remember the traditional
outlet for such needs — other
women?” asked Nick Chu, a

Check back
tomorrow and
Wednesday for

more stories
about

LGBTQIA life

at SJSU.

Wednesday
will feature 3
special section
on the queer

community.

Chu said. “My gayness should

The second Urban Diction-
ary definition states that fe-
male friends call a gay best
friend “such a good listener ...
but (he) never gets the oppor-
tunity to have sex with them?”

The Urban Dictionary defi-
nition of the Gay Best Friend
Game states, “When a guy
tries to get with girls by acting
like their gay best friend. They
all love him, and then he goes
in for the kill”

After hearing these defi-
nitions, Burt said that they
reduce gay men to tools and
undermine the value of the
friendship.

Wiggsy Sivertsen, a profes-
sor of sociology and counsel-
or, said women can feel more
comfortable with gay men,
and they don’t want to be
hustled while dancing at bars.

She said while intergender
friendships have many ben-

junior history major. “Where
are they in this equation? That
some straight women bypass
each other and beeline for
unwitting gay men is an in-
dication of denigrating views
toward both straight women
and gay men.

Burt said female relation-
ships have a propensity to
have drama and cattiness, but
that’s no excuse.

“Somehow, gay men escape
this demonization and seem to
maintain an unfailing image
of loyalty, reliability and sex-
ual innocuousness, often com-
pounded with sass, elegance
and daring fashionability —
traits largely reminiscent of
a woman’s favorite handbag,’

SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE presents

INTERNATIONAL Quiz
FRID, APRIL 20

12:30 - 3:30 P.M.
DINING COMMONS
IT'S A BATTLE OF INTERNATIONAL BRAINS!

FREE GLOBAL TRIVIA EVENT

SJSU TEAMS OF 4 TO 8 STUDENTS
COMPETE FOR PRIZES

FREE LUNCH FOR PARTICIPANTS

not be a frivolous convenience
for a straight woman”

Urban Dictionary defines
“Gay Best Friend” as the “best
friend of any hot girl you
know, and the key to getting
with that girl. ... There are
three GBF laws that, if you fol-
low, you just might get laid.”

efits, showing off that your
friend is gay or seeking out a
friend because he’s gay and
assuming you have lots in
common is demoralizing and
vapid.

“To be quite honest, not ev-
eryone wants to go shopping,’
Burt said.
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Students fund projects with innovative site Kickstarter

By Rebecca Duran
Staff Writer

Kickstarter, a website for
funding projects and business-
es, is allowing people to be en-
trepreneurs in a whole new way.

The website allows people to
share their creative projects and
businesses and allows others
from around the world to make
donations to those projects.

“It’s the biggest funding plat-
form out there,” said JD Leadam,
an SJSU business major who has
used the website for a project.

To get started, a person up-
loads photos and information
about the project and estab-
lishes a time period in which he
or she wants to try and reach a
monetary goal.

The person can set different
amounts to pledge, and with
each amount comes a prize the
pledger will receive.

“To date, there have been
more than 20,000 success-
fully funded projects,” Justin
Kazmark, a member of Kick-
starter’s communications team,
stated in an email.

Leadam said he used Kick-
starter to successfully fund
his hemp plastic water bottles
product.

“T've raised $17,000, and peo-
ple even got in touch after the
funding deadline, asking if they
could still give money because
they liked my idea,” he said.

The water bottles are reus-
able and are a safe alternative to
regular plastic bottles, Leadam
said. He was inspired to create
bottles out of hemp after watch-
ing a documentary about the
negative aspects of regular plas-
tic bottles.

His project officially reached
its goal on Feb. 18.

Leadam said Kickstarter
is innovative and will change
the way people use funding
platforms.

He said he didn’t want to use
other crowdsourcing websites
because they wouldnt allow
him to keep ownership of his
product.

Some crowdsourcing sites
include Chaordix, Kluster and
Ponoko.

He also said Kickstarter
allows people from other coun-
tries to donate money, and he
also likes the ability for project
creators to give little prizes to
donors.

“For people who donate $1, I
send them a thank you email,”
he said. “If you donate $50, you
get one of the bottles.”

As a business major, Leadam
said he initially entered the
bottles into the Silicon Valley
Innovation Challenge and won
$2,000 from the competition.

He said that gave him the
push to go further with the
project and put it on Kickstarter.

Anton Orlov and Ryan
Kalem are SJSU alumni who
have also used Kickstarter to
fund a project.

However, they did not reach
their goal in time, only raising
$9,892 of their $16,000 goal.

Orlov said he thought up
their project, the Photo Palace
Bus, more than a decade ago.

“I came up with the idea
in 1997, before social me-
dia and even before Google,”
he said.

The yellow school bus would
serve as a nationwide traveling
darkroom for photography.

Friends recommended Kick-
starter to him to fund the
project and he built up hype
through his Facebook page,
gaining 40 percent of the neces-
sary funding,

Orlov said he wants to travel
around the country and teach
children about analog film with
workshops and classes.

He says he hopes to produce
anon-digital gallery to show the

differences between platinum
print and black and white print.

“I want it to be an ambassa-
dor for film,” he said.

When a person doesn’t hit
their funding goal, they receive
none of the money they raised.

While Kickstarter has its
benefits, there can be setbacks
for pledgers.

“Kickstarter is a great plat-
form for funding creative proj-
ects with small contributions,
particularly where
a strong affinity for the par-
ticular product or service,

there is

info@ies.sjsu.edu or call 408-924-2670
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said business lecturer Steven
Bennet.

Bennett said the setback is
the fact that investors only get
free products.

“Now that the JOBS Act has
been become law, it will be in-
teresting to see what impact
crowdfunding has on business
creation,” he said.

According to a April 5 state-
ment released by the White
House, the Jumpstart Our Busi-
ness Startups Act allows people
to go online and invest in small

businesses.

THE MARTHA HEASLEY
COX LECTURE

Jason Uyeda, a radio, tele-
vision and film alumnus, was
also unsuccessful in his fund-
ing for his “WedUh Man” vid-
€os.

Uyeda also heard about
Kickstarter from friends, and
said he thought it was an inno-
vative way to show his videos.

His “WedUh Man” comedy
series was based on the pro-
nunciation of his last name,
and aims to break Asian stero-
types, he said.

Comedy series such as Fam-
ily Guy and Chappelle’s Show

Ryan Kalem, left, and
Anton Orlov, Right,

hold up a cabinet door
featuring one of Orlov’s
original cyanotype
prints encased in
lacquer last week

in front of the Photo
Palace bus in Los Gatos.
Despite not meeting
their ultimate goal of
$16,000 of funding, they
said that Kickstarter
helped publicize their
project.

Photo by Sierra Duren /
Spartan Daily

] Left: Ryan Kalem looks
Y underneath the bus to
check the customized
water tanks on the Photo
Palace bus in Los Gatos
last week.

Right: Ryan Kalem rests
inside the Photo Palace
bus, a concept project
that would bring a mobile
photography darkroom
and studio to classrooms
around the country, in Los
Gatos last week.

Photos by Sierra Duren /
Spartan Daily

gave him the idea to do a com-
edy series himself.

Uyeda said he was also in-
spired to create films when he
was an art major watching a
lot of films and taking a begin-
ning screenwriting class.

While he raised $1,557 dol-
lars out of his $5,000 goal, he
said he is going to try again
and set a lower goal amount to
help fund the production costs.

“I wanted to get people who
I didn’t know to watch my vid-
eos, and over 100 people have,”

he said.
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GEOFFREY WOLEF

www.litart.org

memoirs,
runner-up for the Pulitzer Prize. Recipient of awards
from the National Endowment for the Arts, Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Letters, and the Guggen-
heim Foundation. A former book critic for The
Washington Post, Wolff directed the Graduate
Program in Writing at U.C. Irvine from 1995-2006.

center for literary arts

2011-2012

APRIL 17, 2012
7:00 pm, Reading & book signing

MLK Library 225/229

APRIL 18, 2012
1:00 pm, In conversation with Tobias Wolff

MLK Library 225/229

Author of six novels, three biographies, and two

including The Duke of Deception,

&

SAN JOSE STATE
UNIVERSITY




SpartanDaily.com

Monday, April 16, 2012

North Korea's failed missile
raises the eyebrows of many

Missile launch violates
two U.N. resolutions,
White House pulls aid

McClatchy Tribune

Wire Service

WASHINGTON —  The
spectacular failure of a North
Korean rocket, and the humili-
ation it presumably caused
the nation’s young new lead-
er, makes it likely the regime
will soon test a nuclear device
or take other provocative ac-
tions, according to U.S. offi-
cials and outside analysts.

The UN. Security Coun-
cil condemned North Korea
for Friday’s launch, saying it
violated two U.N. resolutions.
And the White House said it
would not honor a promise to
provide 240,000 metric tons of
food aid to the impoverished
nation.

President Barack Obama
defended the decision to can-
cel U.S. humanitarian aid to a
country that suffers perennial
food shortages. His adminis-
tration has not previously pro-
vided any aid to the country.

“They make all these in-
vestments, tens of millions of
dollars, in rockets that don’t
work at a time when their
people are starving, literally,
and so what we intend to do
is work with the interna-
tional community to further
isolate North Korea,” Obama

said in an interview with the
Spanish-language TV network
Telemundo.

“North Korea has
successfully
launched
shorter-range
Scud and Nodong
missiles that were
successful, but
long-range missile
success continues
to elude them.”

-Bruce Klingler,
former CIA analyst

“Obviously any opportuni-
ty for us to provide them food
aid was contingent on them
abiding by international rules
and international norms,” the
president said.

“So we will continue to
keep the pressure on them,
and they’ll continue to isolate
themselves until they take a
different path”

Ben Rhodes, deputy na-
tional security adviser, said

Launch fail

A rocket launched Friday by
North Korea crashed less
than two minutes into flight.
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the administration was “cer-
tainly concerned” about indi-
cations that North Korea was
planning to follow the failed
launch with an underground
nuclear test, as it did after
unsuccessful launches in 2006
and 2009.

Experts say satellite imag-
ery of North Korea’s north-
east Punggye-ri site, where
previous nuclear tests were
conducted, shows deep tun-
neling, and other prepara-
tions may be under way for
a third nuclear test, possibly
based on the country’s yet-
unproven highly enriched
uranium program.

“A nuclear test next month
is a virtual certainty,” said
Marcus Noland, a North Ko-
rea expert at the nonpartisan
Peter G. Peterson Institute for
International Economics in
Washington.

He said the government in
Pyongyang suffered “tremen-
dous humiliation” with the
failure of the rocket launch,
which was meant to celebrate
the centennial of the birth of
the nation’s founder, Kim Il
Sung. Noland predicted that
the regime would try to re-
coup its credibility, at home
and abroad, by testing a nu-
clear device.

Some analysts warned that
the widespread opprobrium
risked isolating any voices
of reason in Pyongyang and
might embolden hard-liners
to dig in even more.

“It’s hard to know wheth-
er the international reaction
leads them to feel like they’re
just going to proceed with the
nuclear test they’ve been pre-
paring,” said David Wright,
an arms control expert with
the Union of Concerned Sci-
entists, a nonprofit research
group. “If it does, it’s going
to be very difficult to make
progress for a number of
years.

U.S. intelligence officials
have said they believe North
Korea has built as many as
eight plutonium-based nucle-
ar bombs. In 2010, the gov-
ernment revealed a uranium
enrichment facility at Yong-
byon that, in theory, could
produce weapons-grade fuel
for a much larger arsenal.

North Korea conducted its
first nuclear test in 2006, but
it was only partly success-
ful. A second test in 2009 was
deemed a greater success.

The regime tested long-
range missiles in 1998, 2006
and 2009. All of them explod-
ed in flight, although the last
flew 2,500 miles before break-
ing up.

U.S. intelligence officials
had predicted that North Ko-
rean missiles could threaten
the continental United States
by 2015. The latest setback
suggests that time frame is
now unlikely, experts said.
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A two-car accident occured on the corner of 2nd Street and Margaret Drive on Saturday night.
The accident took place at 8:46 p.m. Three people were rushed to the hospital according to an
officer on the scene. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily
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The Unha-3 rocket for launching Kwangmyongsong-3 satellite installed on the launch pad at Tongchang-ri
base, the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) is seen in this April 8, 2012 photo. Media reports
said the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea launched an earth observation satellite on Friday, where it
broke up quickly and splashed into the Yellow Sea. Photo by Zhang Li / Zuma Press

The Unha-3 missile
launched Friday had a slightly
larger third stage than the last
version that failed, U.S. offi-
cials said. This one exploded
90 seconds after blastoff, ris-
ing about 75 miles into the
atmosphere before breaking
into pieces, which fell into the
ocean.

North Korea said it was try-
ing to put a civilian weather
satellite into orbit, but U.S.,
Japanese and South Korean of-
ficials said the missile had mil-
itary applications and, if suc-
cessful, could be reconfigured
to someday carry a nuclear
payload.

“North Korea has success-
fully launched shorter-range
Scud and Nodong missiles
that were successful, but long-
range missile success contin-
ues to elude them,” said Bruce
Klingner, a former CIA analyst
now at the Heritage Founda-
tion, a Washington think tank.

North Korea, which strictly
controls state media, told its
citizens after the 2009 rocket
failure that it had successfully
put a small satellite into orbit
and that it was broadcasting
patriotic songs.

This time, the regime in-
vited foreign journalists into
the country to help publicize
the launch. On Friday, a state
broadcaster announced that
the rocket had failed.

“To me, it’s a reflection
that they don’t have confi-
dence that they can keep big
secrets anymore, said Victor
Cha, former director of Asian
affairs in the George W. Bush
administration.

Inevitably, outsiders strug-
gled to make sense of the

regime’s insular decision-
making process. Some debated
whether the launch would un-

dermine the authority of Kim

Jong Un, who succeeded his

late father, Kim Jong Il, as un-
disputed ruler in December.

“Who actually ordered this
missile test?” asked John Park,
a Korea expert at the congres-
sionally funded U.S. Institute
for Peace. “Was Kim Jong Un
following his father’s play-
book? Or was this an early
example of the military acting
on its own?”

In the past, the North Ko-
rean government has used its
powerful military to demon-

strate an aggressive foreign
poli