
Th e Center for Literary Arts host-
ed Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Rae 
Armantrout for a book reading and 
signing at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library Wednesday.

“I’m excited to hear Armantrout 
read,” said Jessica Keaton, a creative 
nonfi ction major graduate student and 
program assistant for the Center of 
Literary Arts prior to the event. “She’s 
very experimental with her words.”

Andrew Altschul, the program di-
rector for the center and an assistant 
English professor said the center hosts 
many writers of prose and poetry who 
provide book readings and signings 
and is an “organizational research unit 
att ached to the English department.”

Th e event took place in rooms 225 
and 229 on the second fl oor at 7 p.m. 
and lasted until 8 p.m. — there were 75 
people in att endance with a wide age 
variance.

Keaton said she typically arrives a 
half-hour before the event starts to see 
that a table is set up for book signing 
and to compile an email list for audi-
ence members who have expressed an 
interest in att ending future events.

Altschul said he oft en spends the 
time before the book readings having 
dinner with the writer and when the 
event begins Altschul introduces the 
writer aft er a short anecdote.

“We are contacted by a lot of writ-
ers who want to give book readings, 
but we pick and choose which writers 
to (feature),” he said.

Armantrout was born in 1947 in 
Vallejo and was raised in San Diego — 
she is considered one of the fi rst gen-
eration of Language poets on the west 
coast, according to poets.org.

To celebrate Black History Month, 
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Library 
featured “Th e Price of Liberty,” an exhib-
it devoted to African-American soldiers 
and their military service since the Civil 
War.

“You get to see real artifacts from the 
time period,” said Atif Khan, a sopho-

more computer engineering major. 
“Somebody actually wore this jacket. 
Th ere’s real history here.”

Th e exhibit features uniforms, writ-
ings, photos, medals and other memo-
rabilia related to African-Americans in 
military service.

Th e fi  fth fl oor of MLK Library is the 
Cultural Heritage Center, which is home 
to murals promoting diversity, the Afri-
cana Center, and in this case, the exhibit 
for Black History Month.

Th e collection of these artifacts be-
longs to Anthony Powell. Powell’s col-
lection is one of the largest in the coun-
try, according to the library’s press 
release.

One case features badges, a uniform, 
and hat, accompanied with certifi cates 
earned and a drill and guard manual. 
Other cases feature photos of actual sol-
diers with their cavalries.

Angelina Ascencio, a junior child de-
velopment major, said she didn’t notice 
the exhibit at fi rst but once she did she 
became interested.

“It’s prett y interesting stuff ,” she said. 
“It was cool to see all the diff erent types 
of uniforms and things.”

Th e library also added to the display 
with books such as “Blacks in the United 
States Army” and “Blacks and the Mili-
tary in American History” to provide 
historial information.

All of the displays were accompanied 
by a description of the clothing and the 
soldier it belonged to, along with a year 
and short bio of the soldier.

“One thing I liked was the blue jacket 
and hat,” said Samuel Hapta, a graduate 
student in soft ware engineering. “Th e 
medals also caught my eye.”

Th e blue jacket and badges belonged 
to First Sergeant Merriman Ellis of the 
24th infantry, according to the descrip-
tion on its case. Ellis’s campaign medals 
and a photograph also are included in 
this display.

“Th e Price of Liberty” exhibit in the 
MLK library will be on display until 
Feb.29 and provides a history of real sol-
diers dating back to the 1800s.
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Dan Collins, from San Jose, displays part of his prized collection 

of Lord Of The Rings, Dr. Who, and Battlestar Galactica memo-

rabilia. He is selling his figurines because he has a 16-month-old 

daughter. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily

Never too old

SEE A&E PAGE 2

Pulitzer Prize-winning author shares her work with students and professors

SEE AUTHOR PAGE 6

by David Wong
Staff Writer

Center for Literary Arts 
hosting second event 
today at 1 p.m. in library

SJSU debaters finish 
strong at tournament   

Th e forensics debate team 
competed in the Northern Cali-
fornia Forensics Association re-
gional championships this past 
weekend at Chabot College in 
Hayward, Calif., according to 
Katrina Swanson a senior on 
the debate team.

Th e SJSU debate team con-
sists of 16 members, according 
to Swanson, with seven new 
members who joined this se-
mester.

According to Genelle Aus-
tin-Lett , the head of the foren-
sics debate department, four 
students on the debate team are 
preparing to compete in Rome, 
Italy in March.

“Th is team is red hot with 
talent and success,” she said.

SJSU’s forensics debate team 
dominated the competition by 
fi nishing fi rst in the novice and 
junior parliamentary debates, 
according to Austin-Lett .

In the winners circle stood 
SJSU students Ryan Gallagher 
and Avesta Sabetian, who took 
fi rst place in the novice level, 
and Katrina Swanson and Matt  
Zweier, who took fi rst place in 
the junior level, according to 
Austin-Lett .

“Th is weekend just proved 
to us that all of our hard work 
has paid off ,”  Sabetian said. 
“As a team we developed really 
good.”

Sabetian said the team prac-
ticed every day going into this 
competition, which helped 
them to communicate bett er.

“Learning through competi-
tion is the best way to describe 
it,” he said.

According to Gallagher,  the 
fact that the team went unde-
feated was the highlight of his 
year.

“We always strive to be bet-
ter and we are never content 
with our past events,” he said. 
“Our coaches prepared us for 
this tournament and I can’t 
thank them enough.”

According to Swanson, with-
out the coaches the team would 
not have made it this far. “Our 
coaches have always been there 
for us and supportive of our 
team,” she said.

According to Marjorie Ha-
zeltine, one of the coaches of 
the SJSU forensics debate team, 
32 schools participated in this 
tournament.

Th ere were debate teams 
from San Francisco State Uni-
versity, Saint Mary’s college 
in Moraga, CSU Chico and the 
very competitive University of 
the Pacifi c present at the com-
petition, according to Swanson

 Th ere were 383 entries in the 
individual events — 17 junior 
parliamentary debate teams and 
30 novice parliamentary debate 
teams, according to Hazeltine.

Th is event was a weekend 
long event lasting from Friday 
to Sunday, Swanson said.

Friday was debate day, start-
ing at 8 a.m. until about 9 p. m., 
and Saturday and Sunday con-
sisted of half debate and half 
speech events and went until 
everyone was fi nished, she said.

Each debate team is sepa-
rated into classes made up of 
groups and individuals, she 
said, which consist of novice, 
junior and open.

Th e debate topics focused 
on current events, for example 
stopping the misuse of antibiot-
ics, Swanson added.

According to Swanson, there 
are a lot of benefi ts that come 
with public speaking.

“We have a sense of com-
munity on our team,” she said. 
“Everyone has their place.”

According to Swanson, the 
debate team is looking forward 
to its upcoming national event 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

“We hope that our next com-
petition is just as successful as 
this one,” Swanson said.

Black military 
history hosted 
at King Library

Kim Tieu, a senior creative writing major, gets her book signed by author Rae 

Armantrout after her poetry reading Wednesday evening at the King Library. 
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New series hits Comedy 
Central see p. 2 Spartan tumbles into record books see p. 3

by Derik Irvin 
Staff Photographer

by Alyxandra Goodwin
Staff Writer
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CORRECTION
In the Feb. 15 issue of the Spartan Daily, 

the article titled “New Media journal ex-

periments with art to ‘generate wonder’” 

has an illustration mislabeled as a screen-

shot. Th e Spartan Daily regrets the error.

by Ty Hargrove
Staff Writer

Team advances to 
national competition 
in Albuquerque, N.M.
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Comedy Central introduced 
a new sketch series called “Key 
& Peele,” staring comedians 
Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan 
Peele portraying themselves.

Th e new series airs at 10:30 
on Tuesday nights taking is-
sues and confl icts from ordinary 
people to celebrities and brings 
them to the television screen 
for humor toward a younger 
audience.

During a conference call 
with Key and Peele, the two 
talked openly with students 
from diff erent universities about 
the show.

“We grew up watching tele-
vision and we like to think that 
the show is only a litt le mirror 
of pop culture,” Peele said.

Peele adds that the show 
goes to a lot of fresh places that 
haven’t been touched yet.

“What we’re doing is for 
everyone, but we’re trying to 

write comedy for the 21st cen-
tury world and your fi rmly 
ensconced in that world your 
shaping and forming that 
world,” Key said.

Key further added that the 
comedy should be really excit-
ing for students in particular.

Th e series illustrates events 
people go through and features 
discussions with their friends or 
family members in the certain 
situations.

“Qu ite a lot of the material in 
our show is biographical…  ” Key 
said.

Key said the sketch itself 
may not be literally something 
from their lives but a way they 
personally see the world.

My fi rst impression of the 
show was two-sided.

I felt that the comedians 
were trying too hard to make 
their audience laugh when, in 
reality, they don’t.

Th e duo does a great job with 
the scheme of the sketch but can 
blow certain things out of pro-
portion, bringing the humor 
down a notch.

Th e fi rst episode of the sea-
son starts out with a rather 
good sketch with the two men 
respectfully calling their wives 
“b****.”

In one scene Key arrives with 
his wife to Peele’s house and 
the two wives let the men talk 
as they go into the other 
room.

Key apologizes to Peele for 
arriving late because his wife 
took 30 minutes longer gett ing 
ready.

Key explains to Peele that his 
wife instructed him to be in the 
car at 6:45, yet had him waiting 
until 7:15, to realize that when 
he walked back into the house 
she was barely gett ing out of the 
shower.

Before Key continues to fi n-
ish the story, the two men pause 
for a second and look up stairs 
to make sure their wives cannot 
hear them.

Key tells Peele that he 
looked his woman in the eye 
and said “b****” you told me 
6:45.”

Peele asks Key if he said that 
and Key replies with, “yeah.”

For example, in the sketch 
mentioned above the duo 

are seen having a drawn-out 
conversation.

 Right away, the sketch had 
me agreeing with the skit, nod-
ding my head up and down as 
I watched the show because I 
know what its like waiting for 
a girl.

What works well for the 
show is the facial expressions 
used by the comedians and I 
would go as far as to say that’s 
what makes the show great.

Key and Peele take a shot at 
rapper Lil’ Wayne with Peele 
portraying the musican in pris-
on and his life behind bars.

Lil’ Wayne is seen be-
ing a tough guy in prison but 
just fi nds a way to get himself 
stabbed all the time.

Another skit includes Presi-
dent Obama hiring a translator 
to interpret his anger.

Undoubtedly, the series has a 
fresh and original feel.

Comedy Central’s new sketch series “Key & Peele,” starring Keegan-Michael Key and Jordan Peele airs 

Tuesdays at 10:30 p.m. and pokes fun at pop culture and celebrities. Photo Courtesy of Comedy Central

With “Star Wars” memora-
bilia dangling in one area of 
the gallery and cartoons play-
ing on a fl at-screen, the SLG 
Art Boutiki served as the hub 
for all things pop culture at 
NerdMart.

Described as “a swap meet 
for geeks and pop culture 
freaks” on the Art Boutiki 
website, the event was the 
brainchild of Dan Vado, owner 
of the SLG Art Boutiki.

“Th ere was too much cool 
junk in the place, so I wanted 

to give people an opportu-
nity to sell their stuff  once a 
month,” Vado said.

Th e fi rst NerdMart swap 
meet started on Jan. 18 with 40 
people in att endance, according 
to Vado.

Admission to the event is 
free for the public while ven-
dors pay $10 to sell their goods.

To advertise the event, the 
usage of social media such 
as Facebook and a mailing 
list aided in the promotion of 
NerdMart, according to Vado.

With about eight vendors 
in the store, Christina Lin 
was the only person selling 
anime and video game mer-
chandise, which clashed with 
vendors selling comic books 
or toys.

A Santa Clara native, Lin 
said she heard about NerdMart 
through Facebook, in which 
Lin received an invitation for 
the event.

“I’m hoping to meet other 
fans who also like anime and 
video games,” Lin said. “I’m 

also trying to make money on 
the side.”

In addition, Lin said that it 
was her second time selling 
her items at the NerdMart, but 
she’s been selling anime and 
video game-related merchan-
dise for about six months.

Despite a slow start to 
the event, there were some 
people who came to browse 
around and look at the dis-
plays of toys, comic books 
and fi gurines.

Some, like Richard Rivas, 
stumbled upon the NerdMart 
out of pure curiosity.

Describing himself as an 
“all-around nerd,” Rivas said 
he was at the store to fi nd mer-
chandise from “Doctor Who” 
to “Th e Legend of Zelda.”

In addition, Rivas came to 
seek out ideas for his artwork.

“I draw anthropomorphic 
or furry art,” Rivas said. “I’m 
hoping that being here would 
give me inspiration for my art.”

According to Lin, furry 
art is the combination of hu-
man characteristics with 
animal-like features.

In an act of spontaneity, Ri-
vas walked to the piano in the 
room and played a rendition of 
the theme song from “Th e Leg-
end of Zelda: Skyward Sword.”

Dan Collins, a San Jose 
resident, was selling fi gurines 
from “Th e Lord of the Rings,” 
“Doctor Who” and “Batt lestar 
Galactica.”

Th ere was also a Europe-
an-style sword for sale and a 

25-inch-tall Balrog electronic 
action fi gure from “Th e Lord 
of the Rings,” which retails at 
$300 online due to its limited 
production.

An avid fan of J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s “Th e Lord of the 
Rings” series, Collins recalled 
his fondness for the epic
fantasy.

“I saw ‘Th e Hobbit’ car-
toon as a kid and I thought it 
was well done except for the 
music,” Collins said.

According to Vado, the next 
NerdMart swap meet will be 
held on Mar. 18 from 5 p.m. to 
9 p.m. at the same location.

Vado also hopes that, in 
upcoming months, the Nerd-
Mart will expand to a summer 
sidewalk sale.

Down the street from SJSU 
campus, Ben and Jerry’s gave 
out free ice cream to promote 
the company’s campaign, 
“Get the Dough out of Poli-
tics,” on Feb. 14.

“We walked by and a girl told 
us ‘free ice cream,’” said Shanique 
Flynn, a design studies major.

For an event that included 
free ice cream, the turnout was 
very low in the beginning.

A few students trickled in and 
out of Ben and Jerry’s, but no 
massive lines or crowds.

“I haven’t heard much about 
it other than walking by,” Tren-
ton Hughes said.

Hughes, a business man-
agement major, said the event 
should have been advertised bet-
ter if they wanted the campaign 
to be more eff ective.

Th e company wants to pro-
mote the idea that “there’s way 
too much money in American 
politics,” according to the cam-
paign’s website.

Th e website off ers a chance 
for it’s viewers to sign a petition 
that encourages Congress to pass 
a Constitutional Amendment.

Th e amendment would over-
turn “Citizens United,” a decision 
made by the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which allows corporations to 
spend limitless amounts of mon-
ey in the political arena.

Jose Jimenez, an SJSU student 
and employee of Ben and Jerry’s, 
was working during the hours of 
the event.

“(Th e event) is promoted by 
Stephen Colbert,” Jimenez said. 
“Ben and Jerry’s is a prett y lib-
eral franchise.”

In 2007, political satirist 

Stephen Colbert was granted 
with his own ice cream fl avor: 
Americone Dream.

Th e fl avor has vanilla ice 
cream with waffl  e pieces covered 
in fudge and caramel swirls and 
was given as the free scoop dur-
ing Tuesday’s event.

“It was all kind of last min-
ute,” Jimenez said the day of the 
event. “We just found out (in the) 
morning.”

He said he did not have much 
detail on the event either, except 
that it was to promote “Get the 
Dough Out.”

More publicity is also what 
Lauren Carter believed the cam-
paign needed.

“For such a serious campaign 
you would think they would 
have taken advertising more 
seriously,” said Carter, a second-
year pyshcology major.

Carter also went on to say 
that Ben and Jerry’s is not the 
best franchise to be promoting 
such a cause.

“Something like this would 
be bett er off  promoted by Mc-
Donald’s or something,” she said. 
“Just because Ben and Jerry’s is 
the type of franchise where any-
one can open one.”

Ben and Jerry’s off ers the op-
portunity for anyone to open up 
a “Scoop Shop,” according to the 
company’s website.

Carter att ributes the inef-
fective campaign to this fran-
chise model.

Carter said, “I feel like be-
cause owners of the shops 
may not have as much respon-
sibility to the bigger company 
and that may be why this 
campaign didn’t work out.”

She said it was a good idea 
— just not executed to the best 
of its ability.

All customers that came 
in appeared happy with their 
free scoops of the Americone 
Dream, whether they under-
stood the purpose behind it 
or not.

Nerds find odd-ball treasures at bazaar
by Julie Tran

Staff Writer

Liberal amounts of ice cream 
promotes political campaign

New comic duo has fresh jokes 

by Alyxandra Goodwin
Staff Writer

by Eddie Fernandez
Staff Writer
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Wallace rewriting record books for Spartan gymnastics

by Christian Gin
Staff Writer

SJSU gymnast Th omasina 
“Th omi” Wallace wants to 
continue her passion for gym-
nastics in hopes of reaching 
the team’s goals.

“What makes me happy is 
success as a team,” Wallace 
said.  “While it’s nice to get 
individual accomplishments, 
it means litt le to me compared 
to the team doing well.”

Wallace said she was raised 
in a family with a mother who 
knew about what it takes to 
be a gymnast.

When Wallace was fi ve 
years old, her mother got her 
started in the sport because 
she felt Wallace’s body was 
the perfect fi t for it.

Since then, Wallace has 
been working hard to become 
a stronger gymnast.

Before coming to SJSU, 
she was an elite gymnast for 
the Charter Oak Gliders Club 
Team in Covina and was the 
all-around California state 
champion.

Wallace also was able to 
train with the United States 
Junior National Team during 
the summer of 2008.

Wallace’s coach has noth-
ing but praise for her.

“Thomi is an awesome 
athlete,” SJSU gymnastics 
coach Wayne Wright said.  
“She is humble, leads by ex-
ample and is a pleasant indi-
vidual.”

Wright also likes how she 
isn’t focused on herself as 
much as others.

“Thomi epitomizes every-
thing in a student-athlete, 
both in and out of the gym,” 
he said.  “She is always fo-
cused on the team first and 
shows it with her leader-
ship.”

Her teammates look up to 
her as well.

“Th omi is a very good role 
model,” sophomore teammate 
Cassandra Horton said.  “I’m 
inspired to be like her.”

Horton also said how Wal-
lace is helpful for those who 
need it.

Wallace’s teammate, junior 
Victoria Lark, said Wallace is 
always encouraging others to 

improve their skills.
“Th omi gets the best out 

of myself and the team,” Lark 
said.  “She is always willing to 
give her 110 percent, doing all 
she can for everyone.”

According to coach Wayne 
Wright, Wallace has been ver-
satile for being strong in the 
vault, uneven bars, balance 
beam and fl oor throughout 
her career at SJSU.

During her freshman 
year in 2009, she had one of 
the best freshman seasons 
in SJSU history, qualify-
ing for the NCAA nationals 
and becoming one of only a 
handful in school history to 
qualify.

She put herself on the map 
by earning All-WAC honors, 
including WAC freshman of 
the year.

According to coach 
Wayne Wright, Wallace is 
not only a great athlete in 
the gym, but a good stu-
dent in the classroom, as she 
earned Academic All-WAC 
honors in 2010.

Recently, Wallace broke 
the school record for best 
overall score during a meet 
against Southern Utah.

Her fi nal score was 39.425 
out of a possible 40.

In this past weekend’s 
victory over Utah State, she 
broke her own record with a 
39.525 fi nal score.

Wallace said that while 
the record is nice, it almost 
didn’t sink in right away for 
her. 

She was focused on the 
team making the NCAA na-
tionals.

“I feel that the team is 
heading in the right direc-
tion,” Wallace said.  “I want 
to keep building up my team-
mates so that we can make 
a deep run into the NCAA 
postseason.”

Th e team is currently 
ranked 29th in the nation and 
is in good position to make 
the NCAA regional round, as 
only the top 36 teams qualify 
for the postseason.

She believes that the team 
is fl ying under the radar and 

can be a threat down the 
stretch.

“I think we’re underesti-
mated by most people,” Wal-
lace said.  “We can obtain our 
goal of qualifying for nation-
als if we put our eff ort and 
minds to it.”

Wallace said she is focused 
solely on the team, and added 
that her favorite moments are 
the wins.

“Even though it’s easy to 
remember the accomplish-
ments that I’ve done, the team 
victories are what I like seeing 
the most,” Wallace said.  “My 

records and achievements are 
nice, but I’m happy to see the 
team perform well.”

Wallace’s hobbies outside 
of the gym are watching mov-
ies, drawing and cooking in 
her spare time.

“I usually like to watch 
movies and often quote them 
in real life,” Wallace said.

Even though Wallace could 
take her talents professional, she 
said she has other plans in mind.

“It is every gymnast’s 
dream to be in the Olympics 
representing USA,” Wallace 
said.  “But I want to att end 
physical therapy school aft er 
I graduate SJSU.”

Wallace is a kinesiology 
major and wants to be a train-
er when she graduates this 
spring.

“I’d like to see athletes come 
to me aft er an injury or sur-
gery,” Wallace said.  “It would 
be awesome to work with a 
professional team some day.”

Wallace has enjoyed her 
time at SJSU and has had a 
great time with the team-
mates around her.

“My four years have been 
phenomenal being with ev-
eryone,” she said.  “It has 
been a pleasure to help a 
great group of girls and 
striving to reach our team 
goal.”

Senior kinesiology major Thomasina Wallace receives support from her teammates in a Wednesday practice.  The 20th-ranked gymnast 

in the all-around earned her third consecutive WAC Gymnast of the Week honor last week.  Photo by Raphael Kluzniok / Spartan Daily

Four-time WAC Gymnast 
of the Week leads SJSU 
to No. 29 national ranking 

Senior kinesiology major Thomasina Wallace performs at the WAC 

Tournament in March 2011.  Photo by Vernon McKnight / File Photo

Softball gears up for 
Louisville Slugger Classic

Th e SJSU soft ball team is 
headed to Las Vegas, Nev., this 
weekend for a fi ve-game tourna-
ment hosted by the University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas.

Th e Louisville Slugger Des-
ert Classic is the Spartans’ 
second tournament of the sea-
son and will take place Friday 
through Sunday.

On Friday, SJSU will take on 
Utah State and Ohio State in a 
double-header, while Saturday 
includes games against No. 
1-ranked California and UC 
Riverside.

Th e tournament will conclude 
for the Spartans with Idaho State 
on Sunday aft ernoon.

SJSU went 1-4 last week at 
the Kajikawa Classic in Tempe, 
Ariz., facing four top-25 teams.

Aft er the Kajikawa Classic, 
senior pitchers Amanda Prid-
more and Jennifer Ames vaulted 
themselves into the top-10 list of 
career strikeout leaders in SJSU 
soft ball history.

Pridmore now ranks fourth 
with 281 career strikeouts, 
while Ames now ranks 10th 
with 152 strikeouts.

Sophomore Jessica Garcia 
leads SJSU in hitt ing with a .429 
batt ing average, and enters the 
Louisville Slugger Desert Clas-
sic with a fi ve-game hitt ing 
streak.

Staff Report

Information compiled from
 SJSU Athletics

“Thomi 
epitomizes 
everything in a 
student-athlete, 
both in and out 
of the gym.”

– Wayne Wright, 
         head coach
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Cross-border drug crackdown

WASHINGTON — In the 
northwest corner of Wash-
ington state, local and federal 
law enforcement offi  cials have 
been working together for 
several years to crack down 
on the cross-border narcotics 
trade, and the Obama adminis-
tration has modeled a broader 
drug enforcement strategy on 
their eff orts.

While much of the att ention 
in recent years has focused on 
the southern U.S. border with 
Mexico, the 5,225-mile border 
between the U.S. and Canada 
has a drug problem, too. And 
much of the drug traffi  c goes 

through Blaine, Wash., the 
busiest point of entry west of 
Detroit.

“We’ve got a lot going on up 
here, and it’s critical for secu-
rity and safety,” Jenny Durkan, 
the U.S. att orney for the West-
ern District of Washington in 
Seatt le, said in an interview. 
“We have unprecedented col-
laboration between state and 
local agencies and Canada. It’s 
working very well.”

Th e Government Account-
ability Offi  ce warned in a 
November 2010 report that 
federal and tribal lands along 
the U.S.-Canada border were 

vulnerable to drug activity. 
Th at led to the creation of the 
National Northern Border 
Counternarcotics Strategy, 
which the White House Of-
fi ce of National Drug Control 
Policy released last month.

Th e strategy aims to build 
on existing law enforcement 
relationships, improve in-
formation sharing among 
agencies and build ties with 
tribal governments. Th ese 
eff orts would improve the 
interception of drugs along the 
border and the dismantling of 
the criminal gangs involved in 
traffi  cking.

“We have a prett y good in-
terdiction program, but it’s not 
perfect,” Durkan said.

Durkan and other offi  cials 
said the demand for drugs has 
caused the traffi  ckers to get 
more creative to evade detec-
tion. Just because the num-
ber of drug seizures at border 
checkpoints has declined, it 
doesn’t mean that drugs aren’t 
gett ing through.

“Drug markets are thriving 
in the U.S. and Canada,” said 
Donald MacPherson, execu-
tive director of the Canadian 
Drug Policy Coalition, which 
advocates alternatives to tradi-
tional drug enforcement poli-
cies. “Th ere’s no drought that 
we’re aware of.”

U.S. drug use is down 
about a third from its peak 
in 1979, when 14.1 percent of 
Americans 12 or older used il-
licit drugs in the prior month. 
However, overall drug use has 
increased in the past decade, 
while U.S. drug enforcement 
budgets have risen.

In 2010, according to the Na-
tional Survey of Drug Use and 
Health, 22.6 million Americans 
12 or older used illicit drugs in 
the prior month, or about 8.9 
percent of the population, up 
from 8.3 percent in 2002.

Meanwhile, the budget for 
the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration increased to $2.6 bil-
lion in 2009 from $1.8 billion in 
2002. According to the White 

House drug czar, $22 billion 
was allocated for federal drug 
control eff orts across 49 agen-
cies in 2010.

On the border between 
Washington state and Canada, 
the number of enforcement 
personnel increased signifi -
cantly aft er the Sept. 11, 2001, 
terrorist att acks, while the 
number of drug seizures and 
arrests along the border has 
fallen in the decade since.

Th e White House report 
released last month identifi es 
marijuana and ecstasy as the 
biggest drug threats to the U.S. 
from Canada.

When business major 
Trenton Hughes sits down to 
write, he begins a strict ritual 
that has helped him in writing 
two novels thus far.

He removes all distractions 
— including his phone and the 
Internet — and puts on music 
to help him focus on what he is 
writing before he starts to type 
on his laptop.

His fi rst novel, “Th e Unidenti-
fi ed,” is about a girl named Blaire 
who moves to a college town in 
Oregon and leaves behind a boy-
friend to discover a new life.

She meets the most popular 
guy in school, and slowly her life 
begins to change as she begins 
to uncover a riveting secret held 
within her new town, Hughes 
stated in an email.

Hughes said he published 
this novel through an agent and 
Kindle Direct Publishing.

He said the novel started as 
an idea he continued to expand 
on until it turned into a workable 
story.

His second novel, “Th e Christ-
mas Note,” revolves around the 
question of “what would you do 
if the love of your life suddenly 
died, then you found out you 
only had three weeks to live?”

Th e story is about Christmas 
spirit, love, love lost and hope 
and is still going through nego-
tiations to get published.

“Trying to get something 
published is extremely diffi  cult,” 
Hughes said. “It takes a lot of 
work. (It) takes thick skin and a 
lot of time and eff ort.”

Justin Silva is a friend who ad-
vised him through the process of 
gett ing published and has been 
there since his fi rst book.

“Even if he didn’t have help 
he would have done it himself 
because he is so self-motivated,” 
Silva said. “You have to learn 
to do it yourself and also make 

connections with people to get it 
published.”

Th ough Hughes continues to 
pursue his degree in business, he 
plans to continue writing.

“It’s hard to do as a student, 
but I try to write every night as 
much as I can — diff erent stories, 
short stories and things like that,” 
he said.

When Hughes has an idea 
he’ll start jott ing down notes, 
sometimes over a page, form-
ing an outline of what he wants 
in the story and follows that by 
broadening the outline to about 
10 pages before starting a fi rst 
draft .

He then edits the draft  and 
rewrites until he has a fi nal draft  
that makes him happy.

“Th e editing part is the worst,” 
the author said. “It’s not fun.”

Hughes said he is inspired by 
stories that motivate people, es-
pecially novels by Richard Paul 
Evans and Nicholas Sparks.

Th ings that tug on emotional 
strings give him his best ideas 
along with strong emotions that 
ignite his inspiration, Hughes 
said.

“I’m sure you’ve heard the 
story of where you send a query 
to multiple agents and you’ll get 

lucky if one replies,” he said.
Hughes said he had trouble 

sending out his fi rst book and 
sent it to about 70 agents, and of 
those 70, he received two replies.

“For my second one, I got 
lucky and sent it out to 15 agents 
and had three right off  the bat 
interested,” Hughes said. “So that 
was a lot bett er. I think my sec-
ond work is bett er than my fi rst.”

For aspiring writers, Hughes 
recommends to just write for fun.

Don’t worry about gett ing it 
published, or making money off  
of it, he said.

“Th ere are companies out 
there that will help the author 
out,” Hughes said. “But he or she 
is responsible for self-editing and 
formatt ing the book itself as well 
as creating the cover and gett ing 
the ISBN number.”

Th ere are sites that will help 
the author market the book 
and get it on Amazon.com and 
Barnes & Noble, Hughes said.

His agent, Ethan Cali, guided 
him through the publishing pro-
cess with his fi rst book and said 
aspiring authors should know 
this is a tough industry.

“Always write, but most of 
the time 9 out of 10 stories just sit 
for years,” Cali stated in an email. 
“Write for fun, if you have some-
thing great, with a lot hard work, 
you will prevail.” 

According to Hughes, self-
publishing is a lot of work.

“You are literally the one who 
formats the writings, makes the 
cover, creates a strategy to sell it, 
fi nds places to sell it, get it onto 
the market and tries to promote 
it yourself,” Hughes said. “It 
doesn’t take too much money, 
but it can be more work than a 
full time job.”

It takes a lot of time, but 
Hughes said in the end it is worth 
it.

“Of course having an actual 
publisher is bett er, but it is hum-
bling to go through the process 
yourself,” he said.

Student author of two novels 
sheds distractions to success

by Greg Nelson
Staff Writer

McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

U.S., Canada border 
needing stronger 
enforcement effort

“We’ve got a lot 
going on up here, 
and it’s critical 
for security and 
safety.”

 - Jenny Durkan, U.S. attorney

CORRECTION
In the Feb. 15 issue of the 

Spartan Daily, the article titled 

“Cannabis club ordinance goes 

up in smoke, local limit nixed,” 

a quotation by professor Terry 

Christensen should have read, 

“Th is includes people in 

neighborhoods who complain 

about dispensaries and not 

allowing dispensaries to be 

close to school.” Th e Spartan 

Daily regrets the error.

Hughes has written two 

novels, “The Unidentified” 

and “The Christmas Note.” 

Photo by Jack Barnwell / 
Spartan Daily

Place your ads ONLINE 
at www.Spartandaily.com/advertising

You can also place 
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Spartan Daily Ad office. Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.

How ToClassifieds

Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3 by 3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 

inclusively.

Check back daily for 
new sudoku puzzles and 

solutions.
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DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for 
products or services advertised below 
nor is there any guarantee implied.  The 
classified columns of the Spartan Daily 
consist of paid advertising and offers 
are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in 
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to specific telephone numbers or 
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Classified readers should be reminded 
that, when making these further 
contacts, they should require complete 
information before sending money for 
goods or services.  In addition, readers 
should carefully investigate all firms 
offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
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Employment

Food Service/ Espresso Bar/ Host
Part time positions in S' Vale Restaurant
Flex. Hrs. $12.00 to start
Call Wendy @408 733-9331

ACROSS
  1 Act the 

informant
  5 Wanting 

everything 
just so

  9 Shoulder 
wrap

 14 Helm  
position

 15 Astor or 
Jane Grey

 16 “Vertigo” 
actress Kim

 17 With 
60-Across, 
Mongolian 
capitol

 18 Out yonder
 19 Papas of 

“Zorba the 
Greek”

 20 Electrician’s 
log?

 23 Smoldering 
coal

 24 Flooring 
wood

 25 Mai ___ 
(tropical 
drink)

 27 Marina del 
___, Calif.

 28 Manning of 
the gridiron

31 Play  
boisterously

 34 Combine 
smoothly

 36 Airport 
screening 
equipment

 37 Things to 
read with 
your ears?

 40 Chinese or 
Japanese, 
e.g.

 42 Disorderly 
outburst

 43 Marriage 
motivation, 
at times

 46 Chinese  
dynasty 

name
 47 Family girl, 

familiarly
 50 Stitcher’s 

edge
 51 Divining or 

dowsing 
instrument

 53 Inclined, in 
London

55 A place 
only Buzz 
Lightyear 
could go?

 60 See 
17-Across

 61 Where the 
iris is

 62 Styptic- 
pencil  
ingredient

 63 Nonreactive, 
chemically

 64 Shortening
 65 Spelling of 

“Beverly 
Hills, 90210”

 66 Meanies
 67 Hazzard 

County 
deputy

 68 It soars over 
the coast

DOWN
  1 China  

cabinet item
  2 Light up, to 

a poet
  3 A stone’s 

throw away
  4 Musical 

category
  5 Word with 

“medical” or 
“action”

  6 It’s blown 
up near the 
water

  7 Boise’s state
  8 Innumerable
  9 Agitated 

condition
 10 Picador’s 

adversary
 11 Secondary 

meaning
 12 Sailor’s cord
 13 Just manage 

(with “out”)
 21 Soon,  

old-style
 22 Snow travel 

facilitator
 26 Word with 

an erroneous 
apostrophe, 
sometimes

 29 Albania’s 
monetary 
unit

 30 ___ and 
outs (par-
ticulars)

 32 Language 
from which 
“safari” 
comes

 33 Smurf elder
 34 Vehicle on 

a trailer, 
perhaps

 35 Play-___ 
(kids’ art 
medium)

 37 Carbon  
dioxide 
measurer

 38 When brats 

      want 
      something?
 39 Digit
 40 Louisville 

Slugger 
material

 41 “Whole” 
thing

 44 Grecian art 
object

 45 Little bump
 47 Certain 

service man 
or woman

 48 Following 
the proper 
order

 49 Do some 
thwarting

 52 Ches-
terfield’s 
cousin

 54 Growing 
out

 56 Knight time
 57 Dinner 

crumbs
 58 Fiddling  

Roman
 59 Passing 

crazes
60   Personal story
       for short
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Earn Extra Money
Students needed ASAP.
Earn up to $100 per day being a Mystery Shopper.
No Experience Required.
Call 1-855-204-0677

Announcemnts 

$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create families.  
Convenient Palo Alto location.  Apply online: 
www.SPERMBANK.com

World Traveler wanted. Seeking male/female 
interested in experiencing new cultures, ancient 
art, historic sights, & exotic cuisine - all while 

making lasting friendships on an amazing 
European adventure this summer. See a 

free trip to Europe in your future? 
Visit contiki.com/amazing. 

Call us at 
408. 924.3270

or 
Visit us at DBH 
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When I was litt le, I remem-
bered my sister and I singing 
along to 80s hits from the Eu-
rythmics to Shania Twain in the 
90s, but we also had a taste for 
music outside of the English-
speaking world.

At fi rst, we listened to a lot 
of Japanese pop and rock from 
musicians such as Hikaru Uta-
da, Asian Kung-Fu Generation 
and Perfume.

From all of the anime we’ve 
both watched as children, we 
started to develop an apprecia-
tion for songs performed in dif-
ferent languages.

Fast-forward to today, I heard 
about a litt le segment called 
MTV Iggy, which displayed var-
ious singers and bands from all 
over the globe.

Needless to say, I was ex-
tremely excited to hear about a 
station that would feature inter-
national acts for everyone to see 
and hear.

However, it ticks me off  
when people listen to foreign 

music acts and start to complain 
about how they can’t under-
stand the language.

“Oh man, I really want to 
enjoy the music, but why 
can’t the song be performed in 
English?”

Well, fi rst and foremost, it 
wouldn’t make sense for singer 
who is performing in his or her 
native tongue to switch over to 
a language that the audience 
wouldn’t understand.

Second, we’re now living in 
a world in which global infl u-
ences are interweaving into our 
lives, and there are people that 
exist who don’t speak English 
as their fi rst language.

Even though I have a lot of 
music from American singers, 
I also have a slew of albums 
from musicians that come from 
South Korea, France and even 
Venezuela.

Th ere’s another thing that 
makes me irritated, and that is 
when people say that an inter-
national artist is copying Amer-
ican music.

Excuse me, but I don’t re-
member music being an exclu-
sively American thing.

Th e song “Stronger” by 
Kanye West samples “Harder, 
Bett er, Faster, Stronger” from 

the French duo Daft  Punk in the 
background.

I don’t see anyone complain-
ing about Kanye mashing up 
French electronica with his rap.

Like art or fashion, I believe 
music will truly fl ourish and de-
velop when there is a mashup 
of diverse styles to create some-
thing amazing.

One of the bands I’ve been 
into recently is the Venezuelan 
alternative-rock group La Vida 
Boheme, and I must say their 
album “Nuestra” is grungy yet 
smooth perfection.

Hailing from Caracas, the 
quartet hammers out songs 
reminiscent of Franz Ferninand-
meets-Th e Ramones, and they 
have powerful messages within 
their tunes.

Th eir hit single, “Radio Capi-
tal” has wonderful guitar riff s 
that I believe anyone can enjoy, 
regardless if the song is per-
formed in Spanish.

La Vida Boheme was also 
featured with three other musi-
cians in MTV Iggy’s “Best New 
Band” competition held Dec. 
2011, and they were amazing 
live.

One of the other bands fea-
tured in MTV Iggy’s “Best New 
Band” competition is a quartet 

of an entirely diff erent kind with 
a devoted international fanbase.

Th e South Korean electro-
pop band 2NE1 (pronounced “to 
anyone” or “twenty-one”) was 
crowned “Best New Band” in 
the competition, and I have to 
agree with their victory.

Th e group is one of the 
forerunners of the Korean pop 
phenomena called the “Hallyu 
Wave,” which is currently tak-
ing a hold of Asia and slowly 
creeping  its way into Europe 
and North America.

Fans of 2NE1, called “Black-
Jacks,” live in countries ranging 
from the Philippines to Sweden, 
and it’s a powerful reminder 
that people can appreciate the 
music despite a language bar-
rier.

Even though today’s incar-
nation of MTV isn’t as great as it 
used to be, I am grateful that the 
station decided to make MTV 
Iggy a reality.

Diversity in music is some-
thing that is highly important 
to me, and the creation of MTV 
Iggy could be the start of a bet-
ter global understanding.

Music, whether performed 
in English or another language, 
is a universal medium that con-
nects everyone.

This column 
appears 

every other 
Thursday

Learning life lessons from part-time work

I never had a job in high 
school.

I applied at your typical high 
school part-time jobs, whether 
it was in retail or fast food res-
taurants, but I never got that 
call back.

It seems that I was under-
qualifi ed to fold clothes or fl ip 
burgers, but somehow in col-
lege I managed to meet the 
qualifi cations to make smooth-
ies in the Student Union.

I wake up at the crack of 
dawn to walk through cold 
and darkness to open the store 
and prepare to serve grumpy, 
grouchy people trying to get 
breakfast before their morning 
classes.

Fighting through exhaus-
tion, sleepiness and irritability, 
it is part of my job to put on a 
face of gusto and guile to serve 

these people.
Th e job isn’t made easier 

when some customers come up 
to the register and don’t look at 
me as they bark their order.

It doesn’t make the job eas-
ier when I bring them their or-
der and they snatch it up with-
out saying, “thank you” or even 
a measly “you too,” as I wish 
them a good day.

I’m supposed to invite them 
back to the store, but when 
people act like that I don’t want 
them to come back.

I love the job — I really do 
— but sometimes rude custom-
ers and lack of simple manners 
makes me despise it. 

Th ere was one occasion 
when I was working the reg-
ister, and a guy handed me his 
debit card to pay for his order.

I swiped his card but it was 
declined and aft er I tried a few 
more times, it still wouldn’t ac-
cept, so I handed it back to him 
and apologized that it wasn’t 
working and that he had to pay 
for it some other way.

Whether he just had a huge 

ego about his money, or he just 
was having a bad morning — I 
don’t know — but somehow his 
card being declined set some-
thing off .

He snapped at me, saying 
that he had over two grand in 
his account and that there was 
no way in hell that his card 
would be declined, that there 
was something wrong with my 
machine or that I simply didn’t 
know what I was doing.

Even aft er bringing my man-
ager over to handle this guy, 
his card still didn’t work so he 
proceeded to pay for his drink 
and snapped a snarky “thanks” 
when he picked it up.

Now don’t get me wrong, 
not all people I serve are this 
way, but I fi nd that most folks 
fall victim to grouchy-morn-
ing-person syndrome and I, 
more oft en than not, am on the 
receiving end to the side eff ects 
of said syndrome as a service 
person.

It would be easy for me to 
just succumb to these people’s 
moodiness and let it ruin my 

day or, as my dad put it, to not 
give in and still remain perky, 
almost as a means to backfi re 
on their grouchy-morning-per-
son syndrome.

Working a service job has 
not just provided me with work 
experience, but has built an ap-
preciation of all those in entry-
level part-time jobs and how 
being polite goes a long way.

So now, I try to shake off  
the rude people I encounter 
daily and, as cliché as it sounds, 
smile through it all and just go 
about my shift  with the gusto 
and guile required of me.

And when I’m on the cus-
tomer end of a transaction, I 
make the extra eff ort to look 
workers in the eye, say thanks 
loud and clear so they hear me 
and wish them a good day be-
cause I know how it feels to 
be on the service side of the 
counter.

I learned that you can’t let 
minute things ruin your day, 
but take what good you can 
and just appreciate it for what 
it is.

Staff Writer

by 
Nina 

Tabios

A Catholic’s view on 
female contraceptive 
government policies

Employers should provide 
contraceptives under their 
health care plans to female 
employees.

Th at is one of the two 
things that have been in poli-
tics recently; the other thing 
in politics right now is that 
Obama is unleashing a war on 
religion.

Th is is ludicrous. He would 
lose the election if he did that.

My answer to the contra-
ceptive question is yes. In fact 
women and men who are not 
working should be provided 
with them as well.

President Obama made a 
plan that would have required 
all institutions to pay for a 
woman’s contraceptive needs, 
including religious orders.

Th e only reason this is 
even an issue is because the 
U.S. is the only industrial na-
tion that does not have uni-
versal health care.

 A question in politics is 
“who should pay for any kind 
of health care?”

Th e answer is taxpayers. 
Th is is true whether coverage 
is universal or just so women 
can receive contraceptives.

I understand Obama did 
this to try and cut down on 
the unintended pregnancies, 
abortions and the use of the 
morning-aft er pill.

However, what he did not 
understand is that most peo-
ple know where and how to 
get contraceptives. Also, he 
did not take into account that 
people may choose not to use 
them at all.

I bet that most of the stu-
dent population at SJSU 
knows where and how to ob-
tain forms of contraception.

Obama was met with harsh 
criticisms from Catholics 
on this issue, saying it was 
immoral of him to provide 
coverage that included contra-
ceptives.

Th ey were right about that. 
It is our First Amendment 
right to freedom of religion, 
and a religious order should 
not be forced to do some-
thing that goes against its core 
beliefs.

Due to the backlash Obama 
received and the fact that is an 
election year, he changed the 
policy.

Th e compromise is that the 
religious order no longer has 

to cover the women who work 
for them with insurance that 
has contraceptives. Instead, 
it will be up to the insurer to 
cover that cost.

A problem with this is that 
insurers will fi nd a way to pass 
the cost on to the consumer.

Contraceptives are any 
form of birth control. Some 
of the diff erent forms of con-
traceptives include a sponge, 
a female condom and the pill.

Each form of birth control 
comes with a risk. A male con-
dom has a low risk of prob-
lems, whereas the pill has a 
higher risk of problems.

Th e risks of a male condom 
has are that it could break or 
a woman can have an allergic 
reaction to the condom.

Th e pill has more than 
three times that number of 
problems, some of which in-
clude dizziness, mood swings, 
blood clots and heart att acks, 
according to  an article on 
menshealth.gov.

Th e shot has a side eff ect 
of bone loss if a woman uses 
it for a long period of time, ac-
cording to the web site above.

Th is shot has hormones 
which can prevent pregnancy 
for three months, according to 
Planned Parenthood.

We all know that the safest 
thing is not to have sex before 
marriage. However, the likeli-
hood of most college students 
not having sex before mar-
riage is slim.

If you plan to have sex, 
make sure to only do it with 
someone you know and know 
the risks of contraceptives.

Whether you agree with 
employers providing cover-
age to employees or not, you 
should agree with a woman’s 
right to choose.

Staff Writer

by 
Boris

Slager

“Each form of 
birth control 
comes with a 
risk. A male 
condom has a 
low risk of prob-
lems, whereas 
the pill has a 
higher risk of 
problems. ”

The beauty of foreign music
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BLYTHE, Calif. — One of 
California’s showcase solar en-
ergy projects, under construc-
tion in the desert east of Los 
Angeles, is being threatened by 
a deadly outbreak of distemper 
among kit foxes and the discov-
ery of a prehistoric human set-
tlement on the work site.

Th e $1 billion Genesis Solar 
Energy Project has been expedited 
by state and federal regulatory 
agencies that are eager to dem-
onstrate that the nation can build 
solar plants quickly to ease de-
pendence on fossil fuels and curb 
global warming.

Instead, the project is provid-
ing a cautionary example of how 
the rush to harness solar power 
in the desert can go wrong — 
possibly costing taxpayers hun-
dreds of millions of dollars and 
dealing an embarrassing blow to 
the Obama administration’s so-
lar initiative.

Genesis had hoped to be 
among the fi rst of 12 approved 
solar farms to start operating 
in Southern California deserts. 
To do so, it had to meet certain 
deadlines to receive federal as-
sistance. Th e 250-megwatt  plant, 
being built on federal Bureau of 
Land Management land 25 miles 
west of Blythe, is backed by an 
$825 million Department of 
Energy loan guarantee.

Native Americans, including 

the leaders of a nearby reserva-
tion, are trying to have Genesis 
delayed or even scutt led because 
they say the distemper outbreak 
and discovery of a possible Na-
tive American cremation site 
show that accelerated proce-
dures approved by state and fed-

eral regulators failed to protect 
wildlife and irreplaceable cul-
tural resources.

Th e problems threat-
en the entire project, said 
Michael O’Sullivan, senior vice 
president of development for 
Florida-based NextEra Energy 

Resources, one of the largest 
renewable energy suppliers in 
North America and the builder 
of Genesis. Th e project is to start 
producing power by 2014. If too 
many acres are deemed off -lim-
its to construction, “the project 
could become uneconomical,” 
O’Sullivan said.

Plans for Genesis call for 
parabolic-trough solar thermal 
technology to create enough 
energy to power 187,500 homes. 
But last fall, as crews began in-
stalling pylons and support arms 
for parabolic mirrors across 
1,950 acres of land leveled by 
earthmovers, the company ran 
into unexpected environmen-
tal and cultural obstacles — the 
kind that critics say could prob-
ably have been avoided by more 
rigorous research and planning.

“Th e issues facing Genesis 
underline the notion that if you 
do something quick and dirty, 
you are going to wind up with 
big mistakes and unintended 
consequences,” said Lisa Belen-
ky, senior att orney for the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity.

Kit foxes became an issue at 
the site in late August, when 
two animals died. At the time, 
biologists assumed the foxes 
succumbed to dehydration in an 
area where summer tempera-
tures soar to 118 degrees. On 
Oct. 5, Genesis crews discovered 
another fox carcass and sent it 
to state Fish and Game veteri-
narians for a necropsy.

At the time, the company was 
using “passive hazing” strategies 
approved by state and federal bi-
ologists to force kit foxes off  the 
land before grading operations 
began in November. To scatt er 
the kit foxes, workers removed 
sources of food and cover, sprin-
kled urine from coyotes — a pri-
mary fox predator — around den 
entrances, and used shovels and 
axes to excavate about 20 dens 
that had been unoccupied for at 
least three consecutive days.

By early November, only 
three active dens remained, but 
the foxes using them wouldn’t 
budge, raising the risk of con-
struction delays. Th e California 
Energy Commission, which has 
jurisdiction over the project, 
scrapped the three-day timeta-
ble and said the company could 
destroy dens that had been va-
cant for 24 hours.

Five days aft er making that 
change, the results of the nec-
ropsy came back. Th e fox found 
Oct. 5 had died of the fi rst case of 
distemper ever recorded among 
desert kit foxes. Ultimately, at 
least seven kit foxes died.

Deana Cliff ord, state wild-
life veterinarian for the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and 
Game, said she isn’t certain the 
outbreak is connected to Gen-
esis, “but we know that habitat 
disturbance causes stress, and 
when animals succumb to stress 
they become more susceptible 
to disease.”

Language poetry originat-
ed in the 1970s and stood out 
from previous movements by 
stressing the importance of 
the language used in the po-
ems and was characterized by 
left ist political leanings, ac-
cording to Poets.org.

Armantrout has writt en 11 
poetry books, with the latest 
titled “Money Shot.”

“‘Money Shot’ is a timely 
(release) to represent present 
society (and its values),” Ke-
aton said.

Armantrout’s 2009 pub-
lication, “Versed,” won the 
poet a Pulitzer Prize and a 
National Book Critics Award, 
according to the King library 
website.

Stephanie Portnoff , an em-
ployee at the Spartan Book-
store, was selling the two lat-
est Armantrout books outside 
of the reading room.

Portnoff  said that the Spar-
tan Bookstore normally sup-
plies books for CLA events 
like book readings and sign-
ings.

Th e subject matt er for 
Armantrout’s poems center 

on themes such as memories, 
popular culture, science and 
mothering, according to her 
biography from the Poetry 
Foundation, the publisher of 
Poetry magazine, which pub-
lishes poems and prose.

Armantrout said she ob-
tained her Bachelor of Arts 
degree from the University of 
California, Berkeley in 1970 
and received her Master of 
Arts degree in creative writ-
ing from San Francisco State 
University in 1978.

She currently is a professor 
at the University of Califor-
nia, San Diego, according to 
Poetry Foundation and Green 
Integer, a poetry and prose 
book publishing company.

Her work resonates with 
students like Christine Janis, 
who assisted Jessica Keaton 
with managing the event.

Janis said that Armantrout’s 
work is diff erent from every-
thing that she has ever read, 
and predicted that the book 
reading would informational.

“It’s such a joy to have the 
author bring new meanings 
to the words they’ve writt en,” 
Janis said.

The book readings were 
marked by occasional 
breaks which were filled by 
Armantrout’s explanations 
of how a poem originated, 
such as after cancer treat-
ment, a discussion with her 
son, a dramatic fall in the 
stock market and a conversa-
tion with an astrophysicist at 
UCSD.

Armantrout revealed the 
reason behind her use of 
short lines and stanzas: “I 
guess I just like words. I nev-
er stay on one thing for very 
long. I just go straight to blah 
blah blah because I would get 
too bored.”

Attendees had their own 
reasons for listening to 
Armantrout.

Gabriela Gonzalez, a fresh-
man broadcast journalism 
major said she was at the 
book reading for extra credit.

Nick Taylor, an English 
professor who teaches cre-
ative writing, saw many of 
his students at the event.

“I really loved it, I liked her 
poems a lot better when she 
read them and she really held 
the audience well,” Taylor 

said. “Every poem she read 
I wish I had written them — 
she was one of the most en-
gaging readers I’d ever seen.”

Armantrout will be avail-
able to answer questions and 
converse with audience mem-
bers today at 1 p.m. in King 
Library rooms 225 and 229.

AUTHOR: Book signing draws 75 people
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African-American Male Issues in Higher
Education
Presented by Jason Laker, SJSU professor of the 
school of education
12:00 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 16
Student Union-Costanoan Room

Career Center Drop-in Interviews
Presented by the Career Center
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 16
Dress professionally, drop in and receive an interview! 
First come, first-serve

Test-Taking Workshop
Presented by Peer Mentors
Monday, Feb. 20 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 24 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Clark Hall 100H

Dreams: The Forgotten Language of the Spirit
Presented by SJ Spirit
3:00 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 21
Student Union-Ohlone Room

Live Interview Demonstration and Business 
Fashion Show
Presented by the Career Center
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday, Feb. 22
Student Union Ballroom
Free admission
All students welcome

Movie: Dog Sweat
Presented by Middle Eastern Studies at SJSU and 
MOSAIC Cross Cultural Center
7:00 p.m.
Thursday, Feb. 23
Camera 3 Cinema (288 S. Second Street)
$10 general admission/ $7 for students
Q&A with the film director

SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff and faculty, free of charge. The 

deadline to submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired pub-

lication date. Entry forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send 

emails to spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” 

Space restrictions may require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry 

is not guaranteed. Entries are printed in order of which they are received.
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Workers are seen through the parts of pylon that are being installed to hold huge mirrors at Genesis Solar Energy Project located approxi-

mately 25 miles west of the city of Blythe, Calif., Jan. 31. The project is an undeveloped area of the Sonoran Desert on lands managed by 

the Bureau of Land Management. Photo courtesy of Irfan Khan / MCT

Problems cast shadows on solar project
McClatchy Tribune
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“The issues facing 
Genesis underline 
the notion that if 
you do something 
quick and dirty, 
you are going to 
wind up with big 
mistakes and 
unintended 
consequences.”

 - Lisa Belenky, senior attorney

• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900CAMERA 7

CAMERA 12

CAMERA 3

For showtimes, advance tix and more, go to
cameracinemas.com

Best Theaters -- SJ Merc, Metro & Wave Readers

Seniors/Kids/Students -- $7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG)
$7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG) b4 6pm M-F & 4pm Sat-Sun
◆ Sony 4K Digital (C7) • ✔ Final Week • * No Passes

      All Shows Before 12 noon Now Only $5.00

• 41 N. Santa Cruz • 395-0203LOS GATOS

• 288 S. Second, S.J. • 998-3300

• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900CAMERA 7

• 201 S. 2nd St, S.J. • 998-3300CAMERA 12
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm

*ACADEMY AWARD NOMINATED SHORTS (NR)
A SEPARATION (PG-13)

Always Plenty of Free Validated Parking All Sites

◆*STAR WARS EPIS. 1 3D (PG)   ◆PINA 3D (NR)
*SAFE HOUSE (PG-13)   ◆HUGO (in 3D/2D) (PG)
ALBERT NOBBS (R)     ◆THE ARTIST (PG-13)
THE DESCENDANTS (R)   ✔WAR HORSE (PG13)
IRON LADY (PG13)   ✔EXTREMELY LOUD (PG13)

*STAR WARS EPISODE 1 in RealD 3D (PG)
*JOURNEY 2 3D (PG)   ✔MAN ON LEDGE (PG-13)
*SAFE HOUSE (PG-13)    *THE VOW (PG-13)
*WOMAN IN BLACK (PG-13)   ✔*BIG MIRACLE (PG)
*CHRONICLE (PG-13)    ✔FLOWERS OF WAR (R)
✔ONE FOR THE MONEY (PG-13)   HUGO (2D) (PG)
UNDERWORLD (in 2D) (R)   THE GREY (R)
SHAME (NC-17)    GIRL WITH DRAGON TATTOO (R)

Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm

THE ARTIST (PG-13)   THE DESCENDANTS (R)

DISCOUNT (10 Admits/$60) / GIFT CARDS

THIS MEANS WAR

CHICO & RITA
GHOST RIDER 2: SPIRIT OF VENGEANCE

OPENS 2/17!

SECRET WORLD OF ARRIETTY




