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Nelson Mandela once said, 
“You can never have an im-

pact on society, if you have not 
changed yourself.”

 More than 40 students, staff  
and faculty attended the fi rst in a 
series of six monthly workshops on 
sustainability issues in Dr. Martin 
Luther King Library on Friday. 

Th e workshop focused on 
international and local bicycle-
sharing programs and speakers 
discussed, the benefi ts of riding 
a bike.

Th e discussion started with 
presentations by a group of pan-

elists including Rod Diridon, 
executive director of Mineta 
Transportation Institute; Cor-
rine Winters, executive director 
of Silicon Valley Bicycle Coali-
tion; John Brazil, Bicycle and Pe-
destrian Program coordinator of 
the city of San Jose; Lilia Scott, 
transportation planner and bike 
share program expert; and Andy 
Chow, commute specialist at 
SJSU Transportation Solutions. 

Katherine Cushing, SJSU di-
rector of sustainability, said the 
workshops provide people with 
tools that they can use to reduce 
their impact on the environment 
and lower their ecological foot-
prints. 

“Th e goal of these workshops 
is to help create a culture of sus-
tainability at the university and 
bring together all the diff erent 
factions of the university — fac-
ulty, students and staff  — around 
shared interests of sustainability,” 
Cushing said. 

Candice Carbonell, a junior 
environmental studies major, 
said she attended the workshop 
to promote Bike to School Day, 
which will be Th ursday, and 
learn more about bike sharing. 

“I’m leading the transporta-
tion development group within 
the Environmental Resource 

Protesters invade oil tax rally on campus

By My Nguyen
Staff Writer

Bicycle riding, sharing focus of  workshop

SJSU students are going to class 
without coming to San Jose.
Students are using web confer-

encing to attend classes and pro-
fessors’ offi  ce hours without even 
being on campus, said a school of 
library and information science 
offi  cial.

“More than half of the faculty 
in the department use Ellumi-
nate,” said Debbie Faires, assis-
tant director for distance learning 
at the school of library and infor-

mation science. 
Elluminate is the web confer-

encing client the university has 
licensed, she said.

She said the conferencing ser-
vice allows students to chat with 
each other online and listen to 
lectures from professors.

Faires said lectures can be re-
corded. 

“Students can look at the lec-
ture online whenever they want,” 
she said.

Anurag Damle, a senior soft-
ware engineering major, said stu-
dents in other departments should 

be able to test out the service.
“I would like to try it out,” he 

said.
Faires said the technology is li-

censed by the university and that 
other departments have also used 
web conferencing.

She said the business and nurs-
ing departments have used web 
conferencing, but not as much 
as the department of library and 
information science.

“We’re among the biggest us-
ers of Elluminate,” she said.

Faires said the department has 
students in 40 states and in 12 

countries using web conferencing 
to attend classes.

“Geography doesn’t make a 
diff erence,” she said.

She said students aren’t the 
only ones who can attend class 
from a distance.

“We can have a guest lecturer 
from New York,” she said.

Faires said any potential guest 
lecturer would just need to go to 
Elluminate’s Web site and log on 
to the classroom.

Christopher Vu, a freshman 

Video conferencing system blurs boundaries

See VIDEO, Page 6

A group of conservative stu-
dents protested a rally Mon-

day that was designed to drum 
up support for an oil tax to fund 
higher education.

Th e students silently held up 
signs in front of Assembly Major-
ity Leader Alberto Torrico as he 
was speaking to about 400 people 
at the Cesar Chavez Memorial 
Arch.

Th e rally was in support for 
Assembly Bill 656, which would 
charge oil companies a 9.9 per-
cent severance tax to help fund 
higher public education in Cali-
fornia, according to the text of 
the bill.

About seven students, many 
of whom said they were with the 
College Republicans at SJSU, 
stormed the podium when Tor-
rico took the stage and held up 
signs that read “Don’t think you 
won’t pay this tax” and “Tax cost 
9,000 jobs.”

Others with signs supporting 
the bill quickly rushed the stage 
to counter the protesters.

Aaron Neighbour, a junior 
civil engineering major, held up 

[ Briana Calderdon / 
Contributing Photographer ]

By Suzanne Yada
Staff Writer

Students should be careful 
while weathering the coming 

storm.
Eugene Cordero, assistant 

professor of the department of 
meteorology, said he was excited 
for the storm.

“We haven’t had much rain in 
a while,” Cordero said. “Th is has 

been our third year of drought.”
Wind speeds could reach 

60 to 70 miles per hour, with 
four to fi ve inches of rain in the 
mountain areas, he said.

He said he was a bit surprised 
hearing that a storm would be 
occurring in October.

“Californians aren’t used to 
this weather with water on the 
road — it takes much longer to 
brake,” Cordero said.

By Husain Sumra
Staff Writer
Leonard Lai
Staff Writer

See RALLY, Page 2

First storm of season
could lead to fl ash fl oods

Tips according to FEMA on what to do during a 
thunderstorm.

To prepare for the storm:
Remove dead or rotting trees and branches that could fall and 
cause injury or damage during a severe thunderstorm.
“If thunder roars, go indoors,” because no place outside is safe 
when lightning is in the area. We want everyone to stay indoors un-
til 30 minutes have passed after they hear the last clap of thunder.

Safety tips while inside the house:
Avoid contact with corded phones
Avoid contact with electrical equipment or cords. If you plan to un-
plug any electronic equipment, do so well before the storm arrives.
Avoid contact with plumbing. Do not wash your hands, do not take 
a shower, do not wash dishes and do not do laundry.
Stay away from windows and doors, and stay off porches.
Do not lie on concrete fl oors, and do not lean against concrete 
walls.

What to do if a storm is likely in your area:
Secure outdoor objects that could blow away or cause damage.
Shutter windows and secure outside doors. If shutters are not 
available, close window blinds, shades or curtains.
Postpone outdoor activities.

Assembly Majority Leader Alberto Torrico is surrounded by supporters during the “Fair Share for Fair Tuition Rally” in support of  measure AB 
656 in front of  the Cesar Chavez Memorial Arch on Monday afternoon

[ Chad Ziemendorf / Spartan Daily ]

[ Chad Ziemendorf / Spartan Daily ]

See STORM, Page 2

See BICYCLE, Page 2

SJSU President Jon 
Whitmore addresses the 
audience during a 
workshop focused on local 
bicycle sharing programs.

SJSU theater students and staff  put on a drama pre-
sentation illustrating the effects the California State 
University budget cuts during the “Fair Share for Fair 
Tuition” rally Monday. See a slideshow on the photo blog 
at spartandailyphoto.com.

By Husain Sumra
Staff Writer
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his anti-tax protest sign from the 
crowd, and he said the cost of the 
tax would trickle down to others.

“Companies don’t pay taxes,” 
he said. “People — consumers — 
pay taxes.”

Andrae Macapinlac, vice 
president of Students for Qual-

ity Education, said the rally was 
a success. 

He said he gathered 450 sig-
natures in support of the oil tax.

“Th ere will always be people 
on an ideological side that would 
oppose any new taxes,” Macapin-
lac said. “Th ere were only a few 
of them compared to the 450 
people we’ve got.”

Th e bill
State lawmakers slashed 

the California State University 
budget by $584 million, and 
SJSU is dealing with a $42 mil-
lion shortfall, said President Jon 
Whitmore during an Aug. 20 
news conference with student 
media.

Th e 9.9 percent oil severance 
tax was proposed to help fund 
the state’s higher education, Tor-
rico said.

Sixty percent of the tax would 

be given to the CSU system, 30 
percent to the University of Cali-
fornia system, and the remaining 
10 percent would go to the state’s 
community colleges, according 
to the text of the bill.

Lt. Gov. John Garamendi said 
he fully supported the bill.

“It’s time for the oil compa-
nies to start paying for the cen-
tury they’ve had it for free,” Ga-
ramendi said.

California is the only oil-pro-
ducing state without an oil sever-
ance tax, Torrico said.

“George Bush in Texas charges 
the state, and so does Sarah Palin 
in Alaska,” he said. “It’s not a par-
tisan issue.”

But Leigh Wolf, a recent San 
Francisco State graduate, said he 
confronted Torrico and cited a 
study from the LECG consulting 
fi rm which estimated 9,000 jobs 
lost if the bill were to pass.

 “Let’s assume it’s going to cost 
9,000 jobs,” Torrico said. “I’m 
willing to cost 9,000 jobs in the 
state if it means educating young 
people and making sure access to 
higher education is not limited to 
the few people that can aff ord to 
go to college.”

Kyla Christoff ersen, a policy 
advocate with the California 
Chamber of Commerce, said her 
organization is opposed to the 
bill.

“We think it would result in 
higher gas prices for consumers,” 
she said. “What oil companies are 
dealing with is the product they’re 
selling, the expenses and the cost 
of running business is very costly. 
Th ey will pass that onto the con-
sumer.”

“Th e only economists that 
suggest that are those employed 
by the oil industry,” Garamendi 
said. “Economists have said re-
peatedly that cost of oil is inter-
national.”

Max Goldberg, a freshman 
industrial design major, said he 
could see both sides.

“I am a progressive person,” 
he said. “I am a Democrat and I 
am in favor of AB 656. However, 
what I’ve heard from the conser-
vatives has me concerned about 
what could happen.”

But Goldberg said he is still 
behind the bill.

“Even if we have to repeal it 
in a few years in order to attract 
business, I think it’s something 
that needs to be acted on now,” 
he said.

Center, so I really wanted to get 
a broader view of what a bike 
share is and what the people in 
the community have to say,” she 
said.

Carbonell, who rides her 
bike every day, said the work-
shop was informative and that 
she learned a lot of interesting 
things.

“Th ere are a lot of problems, 
especially with bike lanes, that I 
am more aware of now,” she said. 

President Jon Whitmore said 
he attended the workshop, be-
cause he supports the sustain-
ability eff orts. 

“I do try to bike to work a 
couple of days a week if I can, so 
I thought I’d learn something,” 
he said. “And I also wanted to 
support the eff orts of what’s go-
ing on, and I donated the fold-
ing bike that was going to be 
given away here, so I wanted to 
see who got it.” 

SJSU Bike Ridership
Bike ridership at SJSU has 

increased from 1.3 percent in 
Fall 2004 to 2.5 percent in Fall 
2008, but is relatively low com-
pared with UC Davis or Stan-
ford, Andy Chow said. 

He also said SJSU is a bike-
accessible campus.

“One thing we did last year 
and this year is place additional 
bike racks,” Chow said. “Older 
racks have been replaced, and 
new racks provide improved se-
curity and neatness.”

He also said SJSU is acces-
sible by bike lanes that are con-
nected with bike trails.

Whitmore said it is good that 
the bike ridership has increased, 
but things must be done in or-
der to keep it increasing.

“I think (ridership) will con-
tinue to grow, and I think we 
have to organize ourselves to 
make sure that bicyclists are not 
bumping into pedestrians, and 
we have safe places for people 
to keep their bicycles,” he said. 
“So, I think we’re going to have 
to provide more bicycle parking 
spaces as the ridership increases 
or people will fi nd it too frus-
trating and won’t be willing to 
do it.”

Cushing said she hopes SJSU 
can implement a bike sharing 
program on campus.

“I think a lot of people who 
attended today were really in-
terested in starting something 
like that, and hopefully when 
we get the list of attendees, we’ll 
get a group of people together 
that can cooperate and share 
resources, so we can try making 
something like this on campus,” 
she said. 

Th e benefi ts of riding a bike 
includes environmental and 
health reasons, Whitmore said. 

“You’re not burning any 
carbon fuel, and I do it partly 
because it’s good exercise, and 
when I bike to campus, I am a 
little more energized than when 
I don’t, because I have been ac-
tively getting my body work-
ing,” he said.

Th ere are also economical 
benefi ts, Ron Diridon said. 

Bikes are inexpensive to buy, 
operate and maintained, he 
said.

“Cost-benefi t analysis to 
buying a bike over a car, bike 
wins all the time,” he said.

Local Bike Sharing Pro-
grams

During the workshop, John 
Brazil talked about a San Jose 
Pilot Bike Sharing Program, 
which is an employee bike fl eet 
that is not accessible to the 
public, but to employees of the 
Bike/Pedestrian Program of San 
Jose.

He discussed the history and 
funding of the program, as well 
as the implementation, benefi ts 
and future plans of the system.

Whitmore said it would be 
great if San Jose could institute 
some type of bike sharing pro-
gram.

“Th e city is trying to do 
what it can,” he said. “We all 
have extremely limited or nega-
tive budgets right now, so the 
idea of being able to invest a 
lot of money into some special 
projects surrounding this (is-
sue) will be diffi  cult, but I think 
people are trying to do the best 
they can.”

Paris Bike Sharing Pro-
gram

Lilia Scott introduced the 
bicycle sharing program in Paris 
called Velib during her presen-
tation. 

Velib, which means free bi-
cycle or bicycle freedom, has 
been running for two years, 
Scott said. 

It cost $115 million to im-
plement the program, and it is 
primary used by young men, 
but has become more main-
stream, she said.

According to the TreeHugger 
Web site, a Web site dedicated 
to green issues, there are almost 
1,500 bike stations around Par-
is, with more than 20,000 bi-
cycles and 3 million subscribers 
who have saved about 6 billion 
miles of car trips. 

Whitmore said these sus-
tainability workshops will 
make SJSU a greener campus, 
because they will inform and 
inspire people to change their 
lifestyles.

“I think if we do these work-
shops through the year, it will 
encourage people to do more 
things like biking,” he said. “I’m 
sure there will be some people 
who will respond to that and 
maybe start doing that.

“We’re 33,000 people — if a 
lot of us do a couple of better 
things in terms of protecting the 
environment, then we would 
have made some progress.”

Th is is the fi rst of six work-
shops being held this academic 
school year, Cushing said.

“We’re trying to provide this 
kind of education to all facul-
ty, students and staff , because 
at the end of the day, we’re all 
the same — we eat, we gener-
ate waste, we drive to and from 
campus — so we’re trying to 
unite around these common 
themes,” she said.
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Faculty Jazz Ensemble
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Doors open at 12:15 p.m. 
at the Music Building Concert 
Hall. Sit and enjoy “Something old, 
something new” Jazz standards and 
original compositions. 
For more information, 
contact Joan Stübbe 
at (408) 924-4649.

Finding Your Strengths 
at 12 p.m. at Clark Hall, Room 118. 
For more information, 
contact Veronica Mendoza 
at veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu.

Buddhist Lecture 
1:30 p.m. in the Costanoan Room 
in the Student Union. 
For more information, 
contact Michelle 
at myoung430@gmail.com.

Confl ict Free Living 
at 1:30 p.m. at Clark Hall, 
Room 118. For more information, 
contact Veronica Mendoza 
at veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu.

Scandinavian Art Songs 
from 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Doors open at 12:15 p.m. at the 
Music Building Concert Hall. 
Stop by to enjoy Songs of Edvard 
Grieg and Jean Sibelius, Danielle 
Crook, soprano; Harlan Otter, piano. 
For more information, 
contact Joan Stübbe 
at (408) 924-4649. FREE.

Tomorrow 15 Thursday

Students should be concerned 
about driving, he said.

Th ey should drive slower and 
more carefully, Cordero said.

Dylan Wondra, a junior be-
havioral science and anthropol-
ogy double major, said he uses 
a motorcycle to commute to 
school and that traveling would 
be harder for him.

“I’m going to have to drive to 
school with a car and then pay 
for parking,” he said.

Cordero said students should 
plan ahead when there are 
storms.

“High winds will knock trees 
down, so give yourself more time 

to get here if you commute — 
especially if you have an exam,” 
Cordero said.  “We’re going to 
have accidents.”

It has been six months of dry 
weather, and it gives time for 
leaves and debris to accumulate 
clogging drains, he said.

He said clogged drains make 
it more likely for a fl ash fl ood to 
occur.

University Police Depart-
ment Sgt. John Laws said there 
are currently no plans for UPD 
to change what they’re doing 
during the storm.

“We’ll still respond to calls 
and have on-call managers to 
the facilities department,”  Laws 
said. “People will be on staff . 
Th ey can be reached to board 
up windows and secure doors, 

they’re just a phone call away.”
Pat Lopes Harris, director of 

media relations at SJSU, said the 
university doesn’t have special-
ized plans for storms.

“I’m not aware that we really 
do a lot diff erently when there’s a 
coming rain storm,” she said.

Laws said the most frequently 
made calls in past semesters con-
cerned leaks, and that the cam-
pus usually doesn’t receive a lot 
of storm damage.

Senior biology major Julia 
Kamoroff  said she commutes to 
school by bicycle, and said she 
would have to walk to school 
during the storm.

“Normally, it takes me seven 
minutes to bike to school, but it’s 
going to take at least 30 minutes 
for me to walk to school,” Kam-

oroff  said.  “I don’t mind getting 
wet too much, though.”

Rizalene Acosta, a senior 
behavioral science major, said 
she commutes to school by rid-
ing her motor scooter, and said 
she would be commuting to 
school using the Downtown 
Area Shuttle (DASH) during the 
storm.

“I’m going to have to take 
more time walking to the sta-
tion,” Acosta said.  “Normally it 
takes me six minutes by scooter, 
and the DASH will take me 20 
to 30 minutes to get to school.”

Acosta said she has ridden her 
scooter in the rain before, but it’s 
not worth doing.

“It’s scary, you can slide, and 
it makes it more treacherous,” 
Acosta said.

BICYCLE
From Page 1

STORM
From Page 1

Thompon Sharkey, a San Jose resident and parent of  a community college student, 
shows his support of  ending the budget cuts during the “Fair Share for Fair Tuition 
Rally” on Monday afternoon.

[ Chad Ziemendorf / Spartan Daily ]

RALLY
From Page 1
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Zombies roam downtown 
in search of booze, bodies

Talking hair pieces, a girl giving birth to a giant 
egg and a drunken drag queen were all part of the 
creative production “Th e Colored Museum,” a play 
that addresses racial issues.

It is worth viewing, although parts were 
unclear.

Nearly 150 people att ended the play direct-
ed by Ethel Walker. a television, radio, fi lm and 
theatre professor, Friday night in the University 
Th eatre.

Th e play was made up of 10 vignett es, all telling 
diff erent stories. Each vignett e was an exhibit in the 
museum and represented a diff erent stereotype, 
which tied them all together.

A screen hung over the stage and a projec-
tor fl ashed pictures of black people throughout 
history. Behind the screen, fl orescent-colored ma-
terial att ached to strings hung from the ceiling. I 
never understood how this decor was relevant to 
the play.

Th e costumes in the play were plain and not 
memorable, for the most part. Th e emphasis of the 
play seemed to be mostly on the dialogue.

Th ere was a lack of creativity with the sett ings 
and props — those looking for a play with elabo-
rate sets will be disappointed.

Th e play specifi cally addressed black stereotypes 
and did so satirically, comically and seriously. One 
minute the theater was fi lled with laughter, and the 
next minute there was terse silence.

A scene in which a woman is gett ing ready to go 
out for the night while her hair pieces argued over 
which one the woman should wear was one of the 
most comical and memorable scenes.

One actress was an afro, and the other was 
straight hair. 

Th ey had the audience roaring with laughter 
as they shouted profanities at one other and took 
turns exchanging sassy head shakes.

Th e play also acknowledged stereotypes against 
women and homosexuals.

Th ere was a bizarre part in the play in which a 
young woman gives birth to a giant egg, and said 
she got pregnant from a mail or delivery man.

Th e actress who played the young woman used 
a high-pitched voice for her character that was an-
noying and unsett ling. 

Whether it was necessary, it was distracting 
from the monologue she was delivering.

Th e message seemed to address the stereotype 
that women are meant to have sex and bear chil-
dren. Th e scene was so weird — I’m still not sure 
what the message was.

A quick mood swing in the play came from 
a dramatic performance by a drag queen named 
Miss Roj.  

She was comical and  edgy when she fl irted 
with a bartender, but then launched into an in-
tense rant that grabbed the audience’s att ention by 
the neck. She talked about lock-
ing her father in the closet for three days 
aft er her father had been calling her a “faggot.”

Th e laughter quickly turned into silence. Miss 
Roj’s direct eye contact with the audience was 
haunting and sent chills throughout the theater.

Each vignett e in the play is a diff erent story, but 
the thread that tied them all together at the end was 
the fl ight att endant who opened the play.

In the beginning, she involved the audience and 
told everyone to “Fasten your shackles,” and “Don’t 
play your drums.” 

In the last vignett e, an actress told 
the audience to not forget to play 
its drums. Th en, the wide-eyed fl ight att endant 
popped out onstage and ended the play saying, 
“Any baggage you don’t claim we’ll trash.”

Th e play ended on a note that left  me thinking 
about what that line might have meant.

Showings of the play will be on Oct. 14, 15, 16, 
and 17 at 7 p.m. in the University Th eatre.

Student admission is $10 and general 
admission is $15.

By Jennifer Hadley
Staff Writer

Zombie victims cautiously 
walked through downtown San 
Jose on Th ursday as zombies 
were ready to att ack at the sec-
ond annual Zombie Crawl. 

It spanned fi ve bars in fi ve 
hours, starting at 8 p.m. and end-
ing at 1 a.m. 

Th e crawl line-up was 
Cinebar, Smoke Tiki Lounge, 

O’Flaherty’s Irish Pub, Dive Bar 
and Mission Ale House. 

Th e zombies were creative 
with their att ire and makeup. 

“I like to dress up and am re-
ally into the zombie culture,” 
said Melissa Hyer, a senior cre-
ative writing major. “Zombies 
are popular and evolving into a 
new trend.”

About 30 zombies and vic-
tims, identifi ed by red tape in 
the form of an “x” on their backs, 

started the crawl, but the amount 
tripled by the end of the night.  

Nurse zombies, zombies on 
rollerblades, rocker zombies 
and any other kind of zombie 
imaginable eagerly socialized 
and bonded with each other 
throughout the night. 

“I love zombies,” senior busi-
ness major Cody Arredondo 
said. “Th ey’re not dead, and they 
do whatever they want. How 
could you not like them?” 

Th e zombies  played their 
part, att acking any victims in 
sight. 

Passers-by stared at crawl 
participants as they trekked to 
the diff erent bars. 

“I’m a victim,” said Gordon 
Bean, a graduate student major-
ing in biology-psychology. “I got 
too lazy to put makeup on. I’m 
here for the drink specials.” 

Kristin Silver and Jaime Ja-
chett a, founders of PartyMon-
stersEvent, were the ones who 
put together last year’s and this 
year’s zombie crawls. 

“We love doing theme par-
ties, and it’s fun to slap on blood,” 
Jachett a said. “It’s a good way to 
kick off  Halloween.” 

Th ey were also the ones who 
yelled through a megaphone, 
signaling the time to move on to 
the next bar.

Silver and Jachett a handed 
out sheets detailing zombie eti-
quett e, such as not bleeding on 
the furniture and att acking vic-
tims — not innocent bystand-
ers. 

Th ey also sold $3 wristbands 
at every bar that were good for 
VIP drink specials, such as $2 
domestic beer and $4 zombie 
shots. 

Silver and Jachett a said the 
money from the wristbands 
went toward advertising and the 
best zombie costume contest 
held at the end of the night. 

Th e band Grimace and the 
Takers performed at the end of 
the night at Mission Ale House. 

Silver and Jachett a said that 
they were happy with the turn-
out and hope to have more zom-
bie crawls in the future.

Angelique Geiger, a senior 
behavioral science major, said 
she had missed last year’s zombie 
crawl, so she knew she couldn’t 
miss this one.

“I wanted to meet people 
who are dressed up,” Geiger said. 
“Gett ing to dress up is so fun, 
and you get to do it before Hal-
loween.” 

By Samantha Rivera
Staff Writer

Colorful play exhibits stereotypes 

Anastasia Flores (left) jokes with Katie Briggs while standing in line at O’Flaherty’s 
Irish Pub on Thursday.

Online Slideshow
theSpartanDaily.com

This story has an

Kristen Silver, coordinator of  the Zombie Crawl event, 
leads the pack of  zombies through San Jose’s streets 
from bar to bar Thursday night.

Tim Nelson (left) and Jeff  Reinik review “Zombie Et-
iquitte” while having a drink at Smoke Tiki Lounge on 
Thursday night.

Sheryl Sims practices her part during 
rehearsal Wednesday.

[ Michelle Gachet / Spartan Daily ]

[ Photos by John Sebastian Russo / Contributing Photographer ]
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ROOMMATE WANTED

ROOM 4 RENT
Nice family home. $450.00 including utilities. 
(408)466-7590

HOUSING

SJSU INTERNATIONAL HOUSE One block to 
campus
US & International students
Safe, Friendly, Homelike
Intercultural experience
Wireless Internet access
Computer lab/ Study room
Student kitchen
Assigned parking (fee)
One semester contract
Apply now! 360 S. 11th Street,  
924-6570 or sjsu.edu/ihouse

EMPLOYMENT

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: Make $5-$25 per 
survey. GetPaidToThink.com. 

EARN EXTRA MONEY Students needed ASAP. 
Earn up to $150 per day being a mystery shopper. 
No Experience Required. Call 1-800-722-4791 

SERVICES

PROOFREADING for papers. Affordable! Easy. 
Submit online@www. ThePaperDoctor.com 

FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL FIX Laptop & 
Part, Repair PC, Data Recovery, Remove Virus, 
TRADE GAME & Console, Next to SJSU. (408) 
998-9990 

STUDENT HEALTH INSURANCE Affordable 
Health Plans starting @ $47/ mo. Call or E-mail 
Bonnie Shelton SJSU Alumni:  
bonnie@brauerinsurance.com Lic.0F75095 
(408)802-0644

CLASSIFIEDS

 CLASSIFIED AD RATE 
INFORMATION

   • Each line averages 25 spaces.  

   • Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted
        into an ad line.  

   • The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no 
        extra charge up to 20 spaces.  

      A minimum of three lines is required. 
       Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.

    MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:

   DAYS:          1          2          3          4
   RATE:     $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00  

   $2.50 each additional line after the third line. 

   $3.00 each additional day.

 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.    

 • ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 

 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.

     FREQUENCY DISCOUNT:    40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount

    SJSU STUDENT RATE:      FREE (student ID required)
 

     Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 

    Frequency discount does not apply.

     www.thespartandaily.com

DISCLAIMER

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 

advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied. The 

classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid 

advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 

newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may 

refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or adresses 

for additional information. Classified readers should be 

reminded that, when making these further contacts, they 

should require complete information before sending money 

for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully 

investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 

for discount vacations or merchandise.

Spartan Daily classified ads appear
in print and online. 

Register to place your ad at 
www.thespartandaily.com 

under 
Advertising

Classified Ads
Register 

(& use your credit card)

Questions? Call 408 - 924 - 3283

IT’S EASY 
TO PLACE AN AD!

Previous Solution
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By Ryan Fernandez
Staff Writer

Judo champion Malloy inspires teammates
Marti Malloy said that when 

she came to SJSU as a freshman, 
she didn’t know anything about 
the university’s judo club. 

Malloy is now the club’s cap-
tain, and she said she credits 
her teammates with helping her 
achieve a gold medal victory at 
the 2009 U.S. Open Champion-
ships last month.

“Judo is a one-man sport, but 
you can’t really win without a 
team,” she said. “You can’t train 
by yourself.”

Yoshihiro Uchida, head coach 
for the SJSU judo club, said Mal-
loy sets an example of hard work 
that her teammates follow.

“She sets a standard for oth-
ers,” he said. “Th ey respect her, 
because she never moans or 
groans about anything.”

As captain of the SJSU judo 
club, Malloy “enforces the team 
principles of hard work and re-
spect,” said teammate Conor 
Driscoll, a student enrolled in the 
judo class.

“She goes out of her way to 
make sure everyone has the same 
mindset on the mat,” he said.

Assistant coach Jose Ben-
cosme, who also won a gold med-
al at the U.S. Open, said Malloy 
was an excellent choice for club 
captain.

“She’s very strong, mentally 
and physically,” he said. “She can 
will herself to do anything.”

Malloy said she hails from Oak 
Harbor, Wash., where she started 
training at the local military base 
when she was 6 years old.

She said her father partici-
pated in judo during college and 
that the base off ered her lessons 
for free.

“Dad enrolled my brothers,” 
she said. “And I kept asking him, 
‘Why can’t I do it?’”

Malloy, a senior advertising 
major and account executive for 
the Spartan Daily advertising 
staff , said the practice of judo re-
quires a strong body, combining 
a person’s physical strength with 
speed and accuracy.

She said her daily routine 
consists of early morning train-
ing, followed by classes and judo 
practice in the late afternoon.

She said her training regimen 
is no longer as intense as it was 
during the U.S. Open, when she 
had to train twice a day, running 
and weight training according to 
a circuit program specially de-
signed by one of her coaches.

Malloy said the demanding 
nature of the sport and the train-

ing it requires helped mold her as 
a person.

“Doing judo, period, marks 
you,” she said. “Without judo, 
I would not be the person I am 
today.”

Jeff  Fong, a judo club member 
and political science senior, said 
Malloy’s overall toughness and 
dedication sets her apart from 
other athletes.

Lisette Abad, fellow team-
mate and engineering freshman, 

said Malloy is a diff erent person 
off  the mat than when she’s on it 
— easy to talk to even while she 
maintains an aggressive stance 
when fi ghting her opponents.

“It’s nice to have a girl as cap-
tain, especially since there are 
only three of us on the team,” she 
said.

Teammate Hector Fajardo, 
a senior communication studies 
major, said he looks up to Malloy.

“She’s my hero,” he said.

When she’s not in class, at 
work or in judo practice, Malloy 
said she unwinds by reading, but 
hasn’t been able to read for plea-
sure since her classes started.

“I love to read — I really do,” 
she said. “Even though I know 
everyone says they do.”

She said she also loves to watch 
scary movies such as “28 Days Lat-
er” and the “Saw” series, but her 
favorite movie is “Fight Club.”

“I just saw ‘Zombieland,’ but 

it was more like a comedy than a 
horror movie,” she said.

Malloy said her post-SJSU 
plans are still up in the air, but 
she’s ready for a new scene when 
the time comes.

“I’m open to go anywhere — 
wherever my job or judo takes 
me,” she said.

Malloy added that one of her 
goals as a judo player is to com-
pete in the 2012 Summer Olym-
pics in London.

[ Photos by William Cooley / Contributing Photographer ]

(Left) Marti Malloy, SJSU senior and judo club captain, 
evades her diving opponent, Angelica Delgado of  the 
United States during the women’s 57kg (125 pound) 
fi nal of  the U.S. Open Championships on Sept. 26.
(Above) Malloy secures Delgado’s arm in the same 
match. Malloy would go on to defeat Delgado, earning 
her fi rst U.S. Open gold medal.



I like to people watch. 
Although everyone at school basically 

does the same things — stare blankly or 
yap on the phone — I enjoy observing 
peoples’ habits. Especially couples. 

Here are my fi ve most common types 
of college couples I have seen since the be-
ginning of the semester.

Numero uno, the “strive for” couple. 
You’ve seen them holding hands when 
they’re walking to class together with smiles 
on their faces like they just got done doing 
the “no-no.”

With further observation, a person will 
notice that there seems to be no evidence of 
major problems in the relationship. Th ere 
is no fi ghting in public, good communi-
cation and that goo-goo-ga-ga sparkle in 
their eyes has not faded.

Th is type of couple seems like the whole 
shebang, but it is also the most boring to 
watch.

Which brings me to my favorite type, 
the “Facebook status” couple.

People watching in person is entertain-
ing, since it’s real life. But when you take 
it to the cyberworld, the possibilities are 
endless.

Unlike the real world, posts and up-
dated statuses are saved unless otherwise 
deleted in order to avoid past humility.

Th e “Facebook status” couple is the 
most interactive, because you can look up 
past posts to see if the relationship is fool’s 
gold or the real deal.

Plus, there’s a pretty good chance they 
both logged into their accounts minutes 
after the offi  cial hook-up to change their 
status.

Th at’s the best part.
It’s not about the relationship at this 

point. Now, it’s just based on what your 
friends think.

Oh the joy one must have when 10 
people “like” your status.

Th is also gives you a chance to survey 
your friends’ opinions on who they prefer 
you dating.

Next, we have the “open” couple. Th is 
can be disastrous, because being open 
means there is no commitment to being 

faithful.
Whe the r 

this couple’s 
goal is to keep 
the fl ame alive, 
it will always 

end in infamy.
Sure, having the freedom to bounce 

from person to person sounds like fun, 
but the conclusion can result in trips to 
Planned Parenthood.

Speaking of intimacy the “PDA” cou-
ple forces those with active gag refl exes to 
look away.

Public displays of aff ection, or PDA, 
can show a couple’s aff ection or horniness.

Nothing is wrong with a kiss or holding 
hands, but I’ve seen a couple lying behind 
bushes on top of each other for a passion 
quickie around noon during student rush 
hour.

Can you say tacky? Not to mention, 
dirty.

Last but not least, the “love-hate” cou-
ple. Th ose with friends who have been in 
their current relationship for years are very 
acquainted with this type of couple.

Again, watching a couple like this on a 
daily basis provides scene after scene of en-
tertaining fi ghts and split second lusts.

But they can also be very annoying.
Either way, as a friend of a couple you 

are entitled to listen endlessly about how 
he is indecisive and how she nags.

Since I’m in control of my column, I’ve 
created my own type where my boyfriend 
and I belong.

Th e “vampire” couple. And I’m not 
talking about “Twilight,” either.

After three and a half years and being 
knee deep in the college scene, we hardly 
have time to congregate during the waking 
hours.

So to make up for lost time, we see 
each other at night — hence the “vampire” 
couple.

If you are single, consider yourself 
warned.

A cuddle buddy is a fun thing to 
have, but be sure you don’t fall into one 
of the stereotypical couple types that I’ve 
observed. 

Godspeed on your relationship 
endeavors.

President Obama was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize for accom-
plishments that as of now are 
unaccomplished.

Th e fi ve-member Norwegian 
Nobel Committee reasoned that 
Obama deserved the award for 
fostering peace and cooperation 
in the global community.

Obama has certainly taken 
steps in that direction, but has he 
really done anything to warrant 
such a prize?

Obama joins Teddy Roosevelt, 
Woodrow Wilson and Jim-
my Carter as Nobel Peace 
Prize-winning presidents.

Obama didn’t have to do too 

much to win the prize, thanks to 
the low standards set by the previ-
ous administration.

Apparently the peace prize is 
sometimes awarded on the prom-
ise of peace, not the actual accom-
plishment.

Obama’s promise of reducing 
the world’s nuclear stockpile was 
one of the main reasons he was 
awarded the peace prize.

He has opened up dialogue 
with Russia about this very issue.

A signal will be sent to the rest 
of the world if Russian and the U. 
S., longtime Cold War adversar-
ies, can come to an agreement 
and limit their nuclear weapons.

From a national security 
standpoint and from a non-nu-
clear proliferation standpoint, 
Iran must not be allowed to build 
nuclear weapons, the Obama ad-
ministration argues. An argument 
that is almost impossible to deny.

But one part of Obama’s nu-
clear strategy is disagreeable.

For decades, the stance against 
nuclear warheads in Israel has been 
a hushed silence and a wink. 

Estimates of Israeli nukes are 
just that —  estimates. But it is 
an undisputed fact that Israel does 
possess nuclear weapons.

Th e Obama administration 
is apparently maintaining previ-
ous administrations on this issue 
by not pressuring Israel to make 
a formal announcement about its 
nuclear arsenal.

Obama’s stance toward Israel 
reeks of hypocrisy. While threat-
ening Iran with sanctions, Obama 
refuses to acknowledge a nuclear 

equipped Israel.
Israel is not a part of the non-

proliferation treaty, only one of a 
handful of countries that hasn’t 
signed onto the U.N. bill.

Iran is another country that has 
not signed the non-proliferation 
treaty. Two very diff erent stances 
are being taken in regard to the two 
countries, for two very diff erent 
reasons.

Israel is our ally.
Iran isn’t.
Israel won’t blow us up.
Iran probably wouldn’t either, 

but they certainly are more likely 
to than Israel.

Both countries are in a con-
test to see who blinks fi rst when 
it comes to nuclear weapons. Is-
rael has them and the support of 
the U.S., and won’t join the non-
proliferation treaty until Iran does 
so, and opens itself up to regular 
U.N. inspectors.

For its part, Iran is hoping to 

get the bomb secretly so it can ba-
sically cancel-out Israel’s nuclear 
ability, putting the countries on 
equal footing.

It is a dangerous game of show-
manship that leaves the Obama 
administration in a bind. 

Obama said it is foolish for 
America and its allies to continue 
stockpiling nuclear weapons and 
to pressure countries such as Iran 
and North Korea into giving up 
their pursuit of nuclear weapons.

Israel’s actions fl y in the face of 
the president’s words. Iran doesn’t 
have any incentive not to pursue 
nukes.

Random U.N. inspections and 
satellite imaging can only keep 
Iran from acquiring a nuclear 
weapon for so long. If the current 
strategy for Iran disarmament is 
maintained, then Iran will even-
tually acquire a bomb.

Where there is a will there is a 
way. Th e only way to make sure 

Iran doesn’t acquire a bomb is to 
take its will out of the equation. 

And that starts with Israel. 
Israel has to admit to its nuclear 
arsenal and then start reducing its 
stockpile.

Only then can real negotia-
tions with Iran start.

Israel doesn’t really have 
any incentive to join the 
non-proliferation treaty and re-
duce its stockpile.

Th e Obama administration 
has to be the one to put that pres-
sure on Israel.

It would be a huge step in the 
right direction.

It would show that the U.S. is 
serious about reducing nuclear 
stockpiles.

Th en Obama will have earned 
the peace prize.

Senior Staff Writers
Ryan Buchan, Kaajal Morar, Tommy 
Wright, Jon Xavier

Staff Writers
Jill Abell, Regina Aquino, Ben Cadena, 
Dominique Dumadaug, Ryan Fernandez, 
Jennifer Hadley, Alicia Johnson, Leonard 
Lai, Jhenene Louis, Angela Marino, 
My Nguyen, Samantha Rivera, Amber 
Simons, Kyle Szymanski, Husain Sumra, 
Suzanne Yada

Senior Advertising Staff
Samantha Inouye, Advertising Director
Susana de Sousa, Asst. Advertising 
Director
Vanessa Abiva, Creative Director
Leslie Ruckman, Asst. Creative Director

Advertising Staff
Joreen Bones, Leslie Chan, Vanessa Diaz , 
Amy Donecho, Julie Hock, Joanna Jack-
son, Jennifer Jenkins, Amy Kim, Shirlene 
Kwan, Joanna Lin, Marti Malloy, Jenny 
Ngo, Angel Perez, Alison Reid, Annelie 
Stanley, Kathy Tran, James Yang

Staff Photographers
Kirsten Aguilar, Dave Cabebe, Michelle 
Gachet, Chad Ziemendorf

Illustrators
Jenni Curtice, Carl Evans, Evan Suarez

Advisers
Richard Craig, News
Mack Lundstrom, News
Jan Shaw, News

Opinion Page Policy
     Letters to the editor may be placed 
in the letters to the editor box in the 
Spartan Daily offi  ce in Dwight Bentel 
Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408) 
924-3282, e-mailed to spartandaily@
casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan 
Daily Opinion Editor, San Jose State 
University, San Jose, CA 95192-0149. 

Senior Editorial Staff
Hank Drew, Executive Editor
Julianne Shapiro, Managing Editor
Mike Anderson, Multimedia Editor
Scott Reyburn, Online Editor
Stephanie Vallejo, Op/Ed Editor
Adam Murphy, Sports Editor
Joey Akeley, Sports Editor
Minh Pham, A & E Editor
Allie Figures, Features Editor
Elizabeth Kang, Copy Editor
Sarah Kyo, Copy Editor
Angelo Lanham, Copy Editor
Joe Proudman, Photo Editor
Mauricio Garcia, Production Editor
Rachel Peterson, Production Editor

Spartan Daily
San Jose State University
San Jose, CA 95192-0149

Letters to the editor must contain 
the author’s name, address, phone 
number, signature and major. Let-
ters become property of the Spartan 
Daily and may be edited for clarity, 
grammar, libel and length. Only 
letters of 300 words or less will be 
considered for publication. 
     Published opinions and adver-
tisements do not necessarily refl ect 
the views of the Spartan Daily, the 
School of Journalism and Mass 
Communication or SJSU. Th e 
Spartan Daily is a public forum. 

Obama’s double standard on nuclear weapons

Observing couples 
in their natural habitats

5Spartan DailyTuesday, October 13, 2009

Kim Komenich, Photojournalism
Tim Hendrick, Advertising
Tim Burke, Production Chief
Tim Mitchell, Design
Pat Wallraven, Business Manager

Distribution
Piyush Bansal, Gurdip Chera

OPINION []

SS
CC
pp

CC
pp

SS
CoCo
SSSpSp

mamay y bebe e edd
aar,r, l libibelel a ann
ofof 3 30000 w w

ssididerereded f foo
PPubublilishshee

eemementntss
ee vivi
mm

nnamame,e, a add
d d mamajojo

SpSp
ararii

ee

s s anand d adadvever-r-
iilyly r reflefl e ecc

DDaiailyly, , tt

erer
ccomom

d d 

hhoror ss n nththoror ss n namame,e, a adddd
bberer, , sisigngnataturure e anand d mamajojo

ccomome e prpropoperertyty o of f ththe e SpSpaa
d d mamay y bebe e ediditeted d fofor r clclararii

nns s anand d adadvever-r-
iilyly r reflefl e ecc

DDaiailyly, , tt

anandd
lyly
aiailylyyy,,

flflee
r-r-

eeee

,,
nnd d mama

e e SpSp
llarar

amame,e, a a
d d mamajj

e e SpSp

oror ss n n

nnotot n n

fforor p p
oopipinn

fforor p p
hheded o opipinn

oo n notot n n
dd o opp nini

dd l lenen
oorr
cacatt

onon

ndnd l lee
oo
caca

ninioo

enen
r r 
aatt

onon

eell

rr, , ss
mm

rr, , ss
mm

rr ss
gngn
ee

rr ss
gngn
e e 

nnaa
aa
rr

nnaa
atat
prpr

rree
pp
bb

rree
opop
bb

nndd
erertyty

nndd
erertyty oof f thth
eediditt

oof f thth
eediditt

hhee
teted d ff

ll

hhe e 
iiteted d ff

llee
oor r cc

enengtgthh
fofor r cc

enengtgthhtth.h. O Onlnly y tth.h. O Onlnly y 
eessss wwililll bebeeessss wwililll bebe

iionon
d d adadveverrd d adadveverr

rreflefl  rreflefl  yy  
lyly

yy  
lyly

ndnd  
dd

oo
ee
iioo
ececoododo

viviewews s ofof t thehe S Spapartrtanan
ooolol o of f JoJoururnanalilismsm a andnd M M

ThTh  
uumm

mmmm
ppaa

viviewews s ofof t thehe S Spapartrtanan
ooolol o of f JoJoururnanalilismsm a andnd M M
mmmmununicicatatioion n oror S SJSJSU.U. Th Th  

SpSparartatan n DaDailily y isis a a p pubublilic c foforurumm

iiewews s ofof t thehe S Spapartrtaa
ooolol o of f JoJoururnanalilismsm a andnd  

 Th Th
ruru

mmmm
pparar

oooo
ee S Spaparr

mm a andnd
U.U.  

oorr

ooolol o of f JoJourur
oon n oror

ppubub

oooo
mmununii

aaililyy
mm

rrtt

9.9.

aan n DaDailily y isis a a p puu

449.9.

rrtatan n DaDailily y isis a a p pubub

... the average life span of a live-in relationship is three years? In an argument, 

when your heart rate goes more than 100 beats a minute, you are incapable of 

hearing what your partner is trying to tell you.

Did you know ... 

option.org

When Barack Obama was elected 
president last go-round, I was happy. 
As many had, I’d come to the conclu-
sion that anyone, not excluding persons 
with neurological disorders, would be 
a better president than Daff y Duck.

How amazed was I that the person I 
voted for had gained the presidency. It 
was an interesting sensation I had pre-
viously never known.

I did, however, note that Obama 
was beginning to gain a reputation as 
a messiah, and that the moment he en-
tered the White House that the pres-
sure would be on.

Way on.
When Obama won the Nobel Prize 

for, essentially, having good intentions, 
I grimaced. Th e number of Obama 
naysayers is increasing, even among 
those who voted for him. Th e pressure 
is becoming more and more “way on,” 
and here’s another few PSI.

It’s the same sort of situation you’d 
be in if, as a kid, your parents gave you 
an award for scoring 180 on an IQ just 
before you started the test — the oth-
erwise pleasurable experience of taking 
the IQ test would be ruined by the 
nerve-wracking pressure.

And suppose you ended up with an 
IQ that wasn’t 180? What then?

Just imagine the months of head-
shaking your parents would give you as 
they repeatedly reminded you that you 
are a failure who will never amount to 
anything and not only didn’t deserve 

the pre-
m a t u r e 
a w a r d , 
but also 
that you 
do de-
serve a 

childhood 
without cookies or hot running water.

I don’t imagine anything nearly as 
dismal for Mr. Obama, but you have 
to admit that already sky-high expec-
tations have been ratcheted up a few 
notches.

During his presidency, if Obama 
achieves anything short of all the stuff  
a Miss America contestant  promises 
to do as Miss America, he will be dis-
missed as an abject failure.

He received the award for changing 
the international climate and wishing 
to rid the world of nuclear weapons. 
May as well throw “save the children 
— all of them” on that list — it doesn’t 
make the goals any more lofty.

Th e real trouble, at least for the 
president, is that the reception of the 
award puts him in the cross-hairs of 
conservatives who previously had to 
disagree with Obama strictly on the ba-
sis of political principle, a strong con-
trast to the Daff y Duck presidency.

Liberals had it easy for years. Not 
only did they get to strongly disagree 
with President Duck’s policies, they 
also got to poke fun at what appeared 
to be a bumbling fool.

Poor conservatives, though. Obama 
is well-spoken and diffi  cult to mock. 
Th ere are no bumbling slips of the 
tongue at which to take pot shots.

Finally, though, the time for the 
elephant to mock has arrived. Th e 
prize opened up the door for the likes 
of Rush Limbaugh to warble that 

“this fully exposes the illusion that is 
Barack Obama,” according to a UK 
publication.

Momentary pause for intellectual 
thought: Isn’t it strange to be faulted 
for gaining an award?

If I, for example, woke up one 
morning to discover that my band had 
won a Grammy, the joke would be on 
whatever idiots picked the Grammy 
winners. It’s not my fault that Gram-
mies are apparently passed out like 
party favors.

Anyone who has heard my band 
would agree.

Somehow, though, it is Obama’s 
fault that he has been cursed by the 
prize. It also makes the Nobel Prize 
seem like an award to be arbitrarily 
tossed out for political purposes. 

And then, there’s the Saturday 
Night Live approach, which states that 
Obama is simply receiving the award 
for not being Duck. When the bar has 
been set that low (on the ground), it’s 
not too hard to lift it higher. A “con-
gratulations, you’re not Bush” award 
could be given to nearly anyone.

Th is whole mess obscures every-
thing surrounding Obama and his in-
tentions, and makes it easy to miss the 
point, which should be focused more 
clearly on what’s happening than on 
what may hopefully happen. Just as 
the prize is intended to be awarded as 
a result of achievement and not for in-
tending to achieve.

If all goes well, I would have fully 
supported the Nobel Prize going to 
Obama in a few years.

As of now, it’s sketchy. Ask anyone.

The president’s prize: when 
to relate success to bad timing

Stephanie Vallejo is the Spartan 
Daily opinion editor. This is a 
special appearance of “Bird’s The 
Word.” 

Stephanie Vallejo
Bird’s The Word

Angelo Lanham is a Spartan Daily 
copy editor. “Yes, I Have A Point” 
appears every Tuesday. 

Adam Murphy is a Spartan 
Daily sports editor. “Murphy’s 
Law” appears every Tuesday. 

Murphy’s Law

Adam Murphy

Angelo Lanham
Yes, I Have A Point
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mechanical engineering major, 
said web conferencing would al-
low students to see diff erent points 
of view.

“Students would be more open 
to other suggestions and fi nd out 
about people from other nations,” 
he said.

Sophomore psychology major 
Ruhi Walia said students  shouldn’t 
abuse the ability to chat.

“It’s really important not to 
chat but to focus,” she said.

Leon Fernando, a graduate stu-
dent in library information and 

science, said he’s used web con-
ferencing and has seen students 
abuse it.

“I’ve noticed people have side 
conversations,” he said. 

Fernando said it’s up to the 
professors to make sure students 
are paying attention.

“Th at kind of technology is de-
pendant on the user,” he said.

Fernando, who has taught as 
a teaching assistant with the tech-
nology, said it’s easy to use but has 
some drawbacks.

He said it could be problematic 
if students throughout the world 
aren’t able to attend a lecture at 
the same time because of diff erent 
time zones.

Fernando also said there are 
more positives to using web con-
ferencing.

He said it’s a step beyond 
Blackboard, in terms of commu-
nication.

Blackboard is a Web site that 
allows professors and students to 
have an online classroom presence 
with message boards and online 
tests.

He said web conferencing 
helps him, as a student who works 
full time.

Fernando also said it could help 
students in their futures became 
familiar with web conferencing.

“We’re already using web con-
ferencing at work,” he said.
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Moments of laughter fi lled 
Morris Dailey Auditorium on 
Friday night as student fi lms hit 
the big screen during the 2009 
Campus MovieFest Finale for 
SJSU.

More than 150 people were in 
attendance for the 16 fi lms that 
were shown.

Winning fi lms for the night 
were “Conversations on Salin-
ger” for Best Drama, “FunScare” 
for Best Comedy and “Le Glou-
ton Rouge” for Best Picture. 

Freshman nursing major Adri-
elle Morante said he came to 
support some friends who made 
movies.

“A lot of the movies were pret-
ty interesting, graphic-wise,” he 
said. “I liked how there was a lot 
of support from family members 
and friends out here. One movie 
that stuck to me was ‘Out of the 
Box.’ It was pretty deep, and it 

reminded me of other movies, 
like ‘Th e Grudge.’”

Campus MovieFest is a stu-
dent fi lm festival that began eight 
years ago when four students 
at Emory University provided 
students with everything they 
needed, such as camcorders and 
laptops, to make movies in one 
week, according to the Campus 
MovieFest Web site.

SJSU alumnus Justin McGow-
an, who worked on Campus 
MovieFest last year in the fi lm 
“Tighter Th an You,” said the 
competition is getting better.

“Th ere’s more good movies,” 
he said. “Like last year, some 
parts were kind of rough, but ev-
erything tonight was great … It’s 
really exciting, and everybody is 
getting a lot better.”

Arash Shokouh, also an SJSU 
alumnus, was featured in the 
fi lm “Resistance,” and said he has 
been participating in the student 
fi lm festival for three years.

“Th e diff erence is this year, I 

thought they had a lot more com-
edies than they did last year,” he 
said. “It’s pretty obvious that the 
comedies tend to do a lot better 
with the awards, and audiences 
like to laugh a lot more than 
watching something serious.”

Freshman communications 
major Ansel Modesto said this 
was his fi rst Campus MovieFest, 
and he really enjoyed it.

“Th e movies were really cool 
— some were really funny, some 
were controversial,” he said. “I 
thought ‘FunScare’ was really 
funny. I liked how they inter-
preted the statues in front of 
Clark Hall.”

JP Rastrullo, a freshman 
biological sciences major, said 
he heard of Campus MovieFest 
through word-of-mouth.

“It was really new to me, and I 
liked what I saw,” he said. “Th ere 
were some fi lms that I didn’t un-
derstand, but some of my favor-
ites were ‘Death Cup’ and ‘Out 
of the Box.’”

Th e winners for Best Drama 
and Best Comedy won Final 
Cut Studio 3 and iPod Shuffl  es, 
and winners for Best Picture also 
won Final Cut Studio 3 and iPod 
Shuffl  es, plus entrance into the 
Campus Moviefest Western Re-
gional Grand Finale, which will 
be held in San Francisco on Nov. 
14, according to the Campus 
MovieFest Web site.

More than 250,000 students 
have produced fi lms since Cam-
pus MovieFest started, receiving 
all the necessary technology and 
training for free because of cor-
porate partners and schools, ac-
cording to the Campus MovieF-
est Web site.

By Regina Aquino
Staff Writer

Julie Kasomo said she is “hy-
phenated.” 

“I am Congolese-American,” 
said Kasomo, a diversity advocate 
intern. “I was born in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, but 
was raised here in California.” 

Kasomo said being “hy-
phenated” means a person grew 
up with a foreign background 
or from a foreign nation, and 
also identifi es oneself as being 
American.

Students who identify as “hy-
phenated” and “nonhyphenated” 
gathered in the Mosaic Cross 
Cultural Center on Th ursday 
night for a lively discussion.

Kasomo organized and host-
ed the event called “Growing Up 
In-Between, ???- American.” 

“I was starting to wonder if I 
was the only person having these 
issues of duality,” she said.

Th e point of the whole event 
was to explore whether the hy-
phen is signifi cant, Kasomo said.

Kasomo started the discus-
sions by asking the group ques-
tions such as, “Hyphen or no 
hyphens?” and “Who ultimately 
gets to label us?”

One student from Pakistan 
said the hyphen is not necessary.

“As far as myself, I don’t really 
identify with any hyphen, hon-
estly,” said Billal Ashar, a senior 
health science major. “First of all, 
we’re all humans, and I feel like 
you can learn more if you don’t 
identify with anything.

“We’re living here in Califor-
nia, and we’re already surrounded 
by so many diff erent cultures and 
so many diff erent people that we 
can live in that, and I think learn 
more than just our culture.”

Another point Kasomo said 
to the group was the idea of 

the melting pot versus the salad 
bowl.

Th e salad bowl is the idea of 
America acknowledging diff er-
ent cultural backgrounds, and 
the melting pot in the idea of 
everyone blending together and 
calling themselves American, 
Kasomo said.

Gunjan Malekar, a senior 
business management major, said 
she believes how people identify 
themselves is up to them. 

“I have a diff erent perspective 
on things, considering I am not 
American,” Malekar said. 

“I’m actually an international 
student here, so as of now, I am 
just Indian, but I feel that just 
the concept of having ‘hyphen-
ated’ identities is very subjective, 
and it really just depends on 
how you identify yourself,” she 
said.

Senior pre-med student Isa-
bela Robinson said she comes 
from more than two diff erent 
backgrounds.

“When people ask me where 
I’m from, I don’t know what 
the hell to tell them,” Robinson 
said.

She said she identifi es herself 
as a human and a citizen of this 
world.

“If anyone happens to ask me 
on my ethnicity or heritage, I will 
tell them I am Brazilian nation-
ality-wise, I am from the United 
States, I have dual citizenship, 
and I also happen to be African, 
Latin and white,” she said.

Robinson said she believes 
other people should decide how 
they want to identify them-
selves.

“If you feel that you’re in the 
United States, and you’re Ameri-
can, that’s fi ne,” she said. “If you 
feel you have some pride toward 
your original country of origin, 
that’s fi ne.”

Mosaic event discusses
the cultural importance

of  using hyphens
By Jennifer Hadley

Staff Writer

'MovieFest' features student fi lms

Audience members watch the top 16 short fi lms created by SJSU students at the Campus MovieFest Finale in 
Morris Dailey Auditorium on Friday night.
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