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Originally a means of faster transport, bicycling today has transformed
into something that encompasses policy, hobby and culture.

by Nina Tabios
Staff Writer

Ride 2 School Day is a monthly event
that aims to spread awareness of alterna-
tive modes of transportation for students
hosted by SJSU’s Environmental Resource
Center (ERC).

Lacey Lutes, director of the center, said
that they have been hosting sustainabil-
ity events raising eco-awareness since the
1960s and work with Transportation Solu-
tions to promote bike to school days.

“Over the years we realized that we were
trying to promote alternative transporta-
tion,” she said. “We changed the name to
Ride 2 School Day to include skateboarders,
carpoolers, people who take VTA and any
other form of transportation that decreases
your carbon footprint.”

Last year, the resource center received a
$5,000 grant from Breathe California, an or-
ganization that works with communities to
fight lung disease and promote lung health,
according to the organization’s website.

Lutes said the grant was funded by the
Bay Area Air Quality Management District,
which was used to host a campus wide ride
to school day that featured pro skateboard-
er Steve Cabarello and sponsored skate and
bike shops.

The center is running Ride 2 School Day
in conjunction with the A.S. rally with Con-
gresswoman Zoe Lofgren, who will speak
on the increase of student loan interest rate,
according to Lutes.

Bike mechanics from Bicycle Express, a
bike shop located on Third and Williams
streets, will be available for free tune-ups
and free barbecue is offered for anyone who
“rides” to school, according to Lutes.

SJSUBIKE THEFT ON LOCK DOWN

Before junior chemical engineering
major Allen Reyes goes to class, he double-
locks his bike to the bike racks outside of
the Engineering building.

See a multimedia on
Hellyer County Park

http://spartandaily.com/75039
see story ASEp.3

“Having your bike stolen sucks,” he said.
“I got my first one stolen two years ago and
I'd hate for it to happen again.”

According to Sgt. John Laws, the Univer-
sity Police Department receives about 100
bike theft reports a year.

Otto Melara, commute coordinator at
Transportation Solutions, said that educa-
tion is at the core of its efforts to prevent
bike theft on campus.

“Theft is such a sensitive issue because
we’re non-enforcers,” he said. “We try to
collaborate with UPD as best we can, we're
always in communication because, yeah,
theft is a big issue.”

Transportation Solutions holds a lock
exchange where bike riders can trade in a
cable or chain lock, regardless of condition,
for a brand new U-lock.

Melara said that a U-lock is much more
secure than a cable lock because it’s easy for
thieves to cut them, especially when bikes
are left parked for long periods of time.

Bike riders have the option to lock their
bikes in any one of the six bike cages on
campus, but the cage policy states that
bike riders cannot leave their bike parked
for more than 72-hours at a time.

“Thefts happen when bikes are aban-
doned or neglected,” Melara said. “Basically
what we're trying to do is educate the pub-
lic and say, ‘If you're leaving your bike here
overnight, it’s more likely to get stolen.”

In 1989, UPD enforced a bicycle and

skateboarding prohibition so students

could not ride their bikes or skateboards
anywhere on campus Monday through Fri-
day from 7 a.m. until 10 p.m.

According to Laws, officers were able to
hand out some tickets, but that still didn’t
stop students from riding through campus.

“We were not able to enforce it well
enough to make an impact,” he said. “Most
of the time people didn’t even know about
the policy.”

In 2007, SJSU President Don J. Kassing re-
leased a presidential directive that passed a
new campus non-motorized vehicle policy.

The policy states it aims “to regulate and
promote the safe use of non-motorized ve-
hicles on campus grounds,” and to encour-
age the reduced dependence on motorized
vehicles.

It also lists regulations referred to as
“courtesy rules,” which include yielding
to pedestrians, driving at an appropriate
speed, no riding in an acrobatic manner and
establishing dismounting areas.

Currently, the dismount areas on cam-
pus are on the north and side of the Student
Union construction, and the Cesar Chavez
Plaza, according to Laws.

“Even if you enforce it, there’s no way to
enforce it all the time,” he said. “We can’t
have officers spend their entire day moni-
toring bicyclists.”

Melara said that in response to the ris-
ing number of bikes on campus, Transpor-
tation Solutions is in the talk of expanding
the bike network, which includes managing
the flow of bikes.

He said that Transportation Solutions is
also in the works of creating a bike master
plan, similar to that of UC Davis where bik-
ing is the predominate means of transporta-
tion for students.

“They have to manage that, because it
would be chaos,” he said. “We’re not at that
point where we have so many bikes that we
can’t manage them, but it’s getting to that
point.”

SEE BIKES PAGE 5

(SU faculty union votes for possible strire

Association members OK

walkout if talRs stay same
by McClatchy Tribune

Wire Service

LOS ANGELES — The
representing California State University
faculty announced Wednesday its
members have voted to authorize a
two-day strike should negotiations
over salary, class sizes and other issues
continue to stall.

The vote could result in two-day roll-
ing strikes at the 23 campuses, most likely
beginning in the fall, according to the Cali-
fornia Faculty Association.

The union represents 23,000 Cal State
professors, lecturers, librarians, counsel-
ors and coaches in the public university
system. About 53 percent of the total fac-
ulty are union members.

Union officials said that 70 percent of
the group’s 12,501 members participated
in the vote. Of those, 95 percent voted to
approve the plans.

The action does not mean a strike will
be called, but instead gives the union au-

union

thority to do so if negotiations with Chan-
cellor Charles Reed fail to come to an
agreement.

The vote comes as Cal State has suf-
fered severe cuts in state funding — $750
million this fiscal year, with the potential
for an additional $200 million reduction
next year if voters fail to approve a tax
initiative backed by the governor on the
November ballot.

The Cal State system has raised tuition,
offered fewer courses and turned away thou-
sands of students as a result of budget cuts.

The union, which said the faculty mem-
bers haven’t received raises since 2007, is
asking for 1 percent pay increases for each
year of the new contract, more control
over class sizes and greater stability for

-Lillian Taiz, CSU Faculty
Association president & (al State
Los Angeles history professor

faculty with temporary contracts, among
other proposals.

“The CSU faculty have run out of pa-
tience,” said President Lillian Taiz, a his-
tory professor at Cal State Los Ange-
les. “It’s time to address seriously the
issues before us so our faculty can get
back to the business of providing quality
education to the students of California”

The union and Reed have failed to
reach agreement since the last three-year
contract expired in June 2010.

Mediation efforts broke down April 6,
but the groups will meet again this week
in an effort to resume talks.

If they do not reach an agreement,
a neutral fact-finder will be appointed
to seek a resolution. If no settlement is
reached at the end of that process, the
union has legal authority to stage the
walkout.

Union leaders said they understand the
possible adverse effect a strike can have
on students, but contend such an action
will bring attention to their struggles
as well.

SEE FACULTY PAGE 6
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Federal bil

could

double loan rates

by Eddie Fernandez
Staff Writer

President Barack Obama
asked Congress on April 24 to
freeze interest rates on student
loans to avoid the rates being
doubled from 3.4 percent to 6.8
by July 1.

Proposed bill HR. 3826 aims
to extend the reduced interest
rate for federal direct Stafford
loans, according to the Library
of Congress website.

Freshman  anthropology
major Valeria Rodriguez said
she was unaware about the
proposed bill and bothered by
the possible outcome.

“Half of the students are
not gonna be able to afford
college ... most students have
to take out loans to be able
to pay for classes,” Rodriguez
said. “Now I'm worried be-
cause as a freshman I took out
two loans to begin with, so
I’'m not sure if I have to take
out more.”

Stafford loans are low-inter-
est loans for eligible students
to help cover the cost of higher
education at a four-year col-
lege or university by enrolling
or attending a school that par-
ticipates in the Federal Family
Education Loan Program.

The proposed bill would
amend the Higher Education
Act of 2007, which would in
turn extend the reduced inter-
est rate for federal direct Staf-
ford loans, according to the Li-
brary of Congress website.

The act authorizes Pell
grants loans,
according to Jane Glickman,
a spokeswoman for the U.S
Department of Education.

Pell grants are need-based
grants to low-income under-
graduate and certain post-

and students

baccalaureate students to pro-
mote access to postsecondary
education.

In 2007, a provision in the
College Cost Reduction and
Access Act reduced the interest
rates of subsidized Stafford loans
for four years at 3.4 percent, ac-
cording to SJSU’s financial aid
and scholarship office.

Christina Garcia, a third-
year psychology major, said
she is discontent with the edu-
cation system at SJSU because
of tuition cost.

“Every year (tuition) goes
up higher and higher, so I just
deal with it because it’s not
like I can do anything about it,”
Garcia said.

The proposed bill has
grabbed the attention and
support of Congresswoman
Zoe Lofgren.

The representative for the
16th District is scheduled to
attend a rally with students
at SJSU to advocate against
the proposed doubling of stu-
dent interest rates today at 11
a.m, encouraging students to
speak out against the increase,
according to a spokesperson
for Lofgren.

SEE LOANS PAGE 6
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SJSU men's golf team holds on
for first WAC championship

Myers claims individual title
with win in sudden-death playoft

Super Bowl XLII on February 3,2008, where the New Eg\ond ‘

Patriots are trying to be the second undefeated team in NFL history. Photo by Karl Mondon / MCT
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EX-NFL player Junior Seau's
death shocks sports world

by Boris Slager
Staff Writer

Retired football player Ju-
nior Seau died yesterday in
his home in Oceanside, Calif,,
from an apparent self-inflicted
gun shot wound to the chest.

The 43 year old was found
by his girlfriend, but according
to reports, there was no a sui-
cide note near his body.

Seau was a linebacker in
the National Football League
(NFL) for 20 years, a 12-time
pro bowler played for three
NFL teams including the San
Diego Chargers, Miami Dol-
phins and New England Patri-
ots.

Two years ago, Seau drove
off a cliff after being released
from jail for a domestic vio-
lence issue, according to ABC
news and according to that
article, some suspected that he
was trying to commit suicide
then as well.

Seau said the crash was
because he fell asleep at the
wheel.

“We believe it was a sui-
cide;  Oceanside police Lt.
Leonard Mata said on ESPN’s
website. “There is no indica-
tion of foul play”

If he did commit suicide, he
would join a list of NFL players
who have committed suicide
due to the effects of playing in
the league.

Some of those players in-
clude Chicago Bears safety
Dave Duerson, Pittsburgh
Steelers  offensive lineman
Terry Long and Philadelphia
Eagles defensive back Andre
Waters, according to ABC’s
website.

Another sad thing about
this story is that Seau is the
eighth member of the 1994
Chargers to die, according to
ESPN’s website.

The deceased players on the
‘94 Chargers who lost the Su-
per Bowl to the San Francisco
49ers were Chris Mims, David
Griggs, Rodney Culver, Lewis
Bush, Curtis Whitley, Shawn
Lee and Doug Miller, accord-
ing to ESPN.

“Getting the chance to play
alongside of Junior Seau, the
greatest linebacker to ever play
the game, made my dreams
come true. [ am absolutely dev-
astated to hear this news. To-
day I lost my hero, my friend,
my buddy,” said Zach Thomas,
a former teammate of Seau, on
ESPN’s website.

Also, Houston Texans line-
backer Brian Cushing was dev-
astated by the news, he said on
ESPN’s website.

It was not just the players
who spoke out after the death
of Seau. One of the people to

comment was Chargers Presi-
dent Dean Spanos.

“This is just such a tragic
loss. One of the worst things
I could ever imagine. My
prayers go out to Junior’s fam-
ily. It’s heartbreaking,” he said
on ESPN.

There has been speculation
that a reason he would shoot
himself in the chest is to fol-
low the example of Duerson,
who shot himself in the chest
so his brain could be donated
to science to study the effects
that concussion has on NFL
players.

I will not speculate on the
reasons behind this tragedy,
however, I will comment on
why it is so prevalent that NFL

players die young.

Football is a brutal sport
and has been known to severe-
ly hinder players in their post-
NFL careers.

Also it seems suicides are
not as prevalent in baseball,
basketball or hockey.

This does speak to the pun-
ishment that the players in
football have to go through on
a day-to-day basis.

The NFL has seen the prob-
lems with its former players,
and that is why there have
been more rules put into place
to protect players and their
safety on the field.

Seau is survived by his three
children and his ex-wife, Gina
Deboer.

Junior Seau, a 12-time NFL Pro Bowler, was found dead in his home
in Oceanside, Calif., yesterday. Photo by Joe Rimkus Jr. / MCT
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Staff Report

The SJSU men’s golf team
won its first Western Athletic
Conference  championship
in the team’s history yester-
day, finishing the tournament
with a seven-over par 295 in
the third and final round at
Rio Secco Golf Club in Hen-
derson, Nevada.

In addition, senior Jay My-
ers was the individual cham-
pion of the WAC champion-
ship by shooting a final round
one-under par 71. It was his
second tournament victory of
the season and second of his
career.

It took Myers extra holes
to earn the victory.

After Myers and New Mex-
ico State junior Justin Shin
both finished the three-round
tournament with a five-under
par 211, both players hit the
course for a sudden-death
playoff, in which Myers won
with a birdie on the very first
playoff hole.

Myers got help from fellow
senior Christopher Lang in
the final round, who fired an
even-par 72.

The Spartans entered yes-
terday’s final round with a
two-stroke lead and extended
it to six strokes by the day’s
end to win their first confer-
ence championship since win-

Team Leaderboard
15an Jose State +12

2 New Mexico State +18
3 Fresno State  +22
4|daho +28

5 Louisiana Tech  +38
6 Nevada +45

7 Hawaii  +47

8 Utah State +55

ning the Big West champion-
ship in 1985.

Myers’ win was the second
straight individual conference
championship for the Spar-
tans, after Mark Hubbard won
the individual WAC champi-
onship last season.

All five of the SJSU players
finished the tournament inside
the top-20 on the individual
leaderboard.

Senior Matt Hovan shot a fi-
nal round five-over par 77, finish-
ing with a total of a four-over par
220. He ended the WAC champi-
onship in a tie for fifth place on
the individual leaderboard.

Accelerated
Bachelor of
Science in
Nursing
(ABSN)

Lang and junior Connor
Covington both finished the
tournament in 16th place.

Covington finished the fi-
nal round with a five-over par
77, and sophomore Justin Es-
trada added a three-over par
75 to yesterday’s final team
score.

The WAC championship
win was the Spartans’ fourth
victory of the 2011-12 season
— the first four-win season for
the team since 1982.

After the tournament,
coach John Kennaday was
given the WAC Coach of the
Year award, and Hovan was
named to the second team
All-WAC.

Myers was named to the
first team All-WAC, as well as
given the conference’s Player
of the Year award.

With the win, the Spartans
were given an automatic berth
to play in the NCAA Region-
als, which begin on May 17.

Information compiled from
SFSU Athletics

Spartan Field Day
Multimedia

http://spartandaily.com/74886

SAMUEL MERRITT UNIVERSITY

welcomes the opportunity to help you learn more about

our Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing (ABSN)

program. The ABSN program is our 12 month nursing

program for students with a baccalaureate in a non-

nursing field.

» Admission offered 6 times per year

* Taught locally on the San Mateo campus

(off 101, just south of SFO)

* Admission counseling

appointments available

* For more information contact:

eberdali@samuelmerritt.edu

SAMUEL
MERRITT

www.samuelmerritt.edu
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Bike tracks return with speed

by Eddie Fernandez
| Staff Writer |
The 335-meter, 23-degree

banking NASCAR-style concrete
velodrome opened its gates for
the season mid-April to train
bicyclists looking to compete in
racing.

Terry Shaw, a former orga-
nizer for velodrome participants,
said a velodrome is a banked bi-
cycle racing track.

According to Mark Rodamak-
er, current vice president of the
Northern California Velodrome
Association, the track’s popular-
ity has seesawed over the years.

“Twenty years ago, Friday
night was a big thing,” Rodamak-
er said. “They’d fill the stands
and there would be spectators
completely ringed around the
thing, it was just a zoo... we've
never seen anything come back
at that level since then”

The velodrome is about 40

courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

summer flicks:

Marvel's ‘Avengers’ hits theaters Friday. Photo

years old and is the only exist-
ing track in Northern California,
he said.

Andrew Lanier, coordinator
for junior track racing, said that
the park was made for the youth
of Santa Clara County.

He said the outdoor track
did not have a barrier but later a
chained fence was added around
the track.

It wasn’t until the ‘90s when
a wood rail was finally built,
Lanier said.

The free-of-charge stadium,
seats 200 and gives spectators a
panoramic view of racers com-
peting against one another, rid-
ing closely along the wood rail-
ing for a thrilling time, according
to the park’s website.

Spectator Erica Engle, from
Menlo Park—Atherton, found
herself a fan of the action.

“Track racing is kind of inter-
esting, it seems kind of danger-
ous but it seems really exciting

with all the guys out there going
really fast on a curved surface;
Engle said.

Originally,
supposed to be measured 333.3
square meters but Rodamaker
explained the track was man-
made by volunteer laborers and
that one lap measures to a kilo-
meter.

Alex Trang, an employee at
iMiNUSD Fixed Gear Boutique
store in San Jose, identified what
separates a track bike from other
bicycles.

“A track bike has drop bars,
six gears drive and no breaks,”
Trang said. “Generally a track
bike is made up of a horizontal
drop out similar to a BMX bike
but made of various material”

Rodamaker, who is also a
four-time Masters Track Nation-
al Champion, explained what it’s
like being on the track.

“There’s a sensation of speed
because you’re out in the open

the track was

'

The sci-fi film ‘Prometheus’ will be in theaters
June 8. Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com
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Mark Rodamaker, vice president of the Northern California Velodrome Association, works on his bike

]

before racing at Hellyer Velodrome on Apr. 27. Photo by Jasper Rubenstein / Spartan Daily

and your head is not that far
from the ground, Rodamaker
said. “You got to watch what
you’re doing so there’s a lot of
skill required”

A potential racer must com-
plete nine hours of training on a
track bike before participating in
competition, Lanier said.

There are two different groups
of participants that can enroll, ei-
ther a sprinter or an endurance
racer, Rodamaker said.

A sprinter runs one to two
laps whereas an endurance rac-
er would race a for roughly 100
laps, he said.

Bob Cronin, a supervisor and
a sprinter for the White Oaks
Racing Team, said he finds joy in
competing.

“It’s not really the feeling of
speed, it’s the feeling of like get-
ting up to speed for sprinting;’
Cronin said. “It’s a lot more ex-
plosive efforts”

What's worth watching anc

“The Dark Knight Rises” is ’[e last of the Batman
trilogy. Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

what isnt

He said he has been a sprinter
for five years and finds racing
takes both a good and bad toll on
his body.

“Lots of times (as) the older
guys we're fighting a lot of stuff
all the time ... the bike doesn’t
necessarily make it worse. Some-
times it makes it better,” Cronin
said.

The next bike racing event at
the velodrome will be Tuesday at
7 p.m.

by Wesley Dugle
Opinion Editors

The animated film “ParaNorman” releases Aug. 17.
Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

MAY

Flick of the month: “The Avengers”
Release date: May 4
Starring: Robert Downey Jr, Chris Evans,
Mark Ruffalo, Chris Hemsworth

After four long years of waiting and antici-
pating, Marvel and super hero fans alike will
finally be able to see Earth’s greatest super he-
roes Iron Man, The Incredible Hulk, Thor and
Captain America get together on the big screen
with Black Widow, Hawkeye, and Nick Fury in
“The Avengers.” The film is likely to be one of
the biggest action films of the summer, if not the
biggest, and fans should expect a great time at
the theaters. So set a time this weekend for the
first major action film of the summer, it’s going
to be a big one!

Dud of the month: “Battleship”
Release date: May 18
Starring: Taylor Kitsch, Rihanna, Brooklyn
Decker, Liam Neeson

Everything about this movie screams “loud,
annoying, cliché” action film. Based off Has-
bro’s board game “Battleship,” yes you read that
correctly, this film does not look good at all.
While Liam Neeson is an excellent actor, I don’t
understand why he is wasting his time with
this hogwash and nothing I have seen of Taylor
Kitsch, the film’s hero, has given me any faith
in him. Plus when the main co-star of the film
is Rihanna, that can’t be a good sign either. Save
your money and play the game of “Battlship”
instead of seeing this garbage idea of a film.

JUNE

Flick of the month: “Prometheus”
Release date: June 8
Starring: Noomi Rapace, Michael Fassbend-
er, Charlize Theron, Guy Pearce

It has been a while since Ridley Scott has
ventured back to the realm of science fic-
tion and if the trailers are any indication of
the quality this film may have, then Scott
is returning with a vengeance this summer.
Supposedly a prequel to Ridley Scott’s own
“Alien” from 1979, the film details a science
team that travels out to the far reaches of
space to discover humanity’s origins. Unfor-
tunately, it looks like they will be biting off
more than they can chew as mayhem ensues.
The film features an all-star cast and is sure
to wow science fiction and movie fans alike.

Dud of the month: “G.I. Joe: Retaliation”
Release date: June 29
Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Bruce Willis,
Channing Tatum, Ray Stevenson
Considering how bad the first film was, it
doesn’t make much sense to create a sequel
other than to get more money. Oh wait, that’s
exactly what they mean to do. This time,
Dwayne Johnson and Bruce Willis join the
cast for this ridiculous turd of a movie and
viewers will likely be treated to lots of explo-
sions, cheesy action one-liners and some so-
so special effects. In short, unless you enjoy
cheesy action films, avoid this one as much
as possible.

Check out more on summer
flicks online at SpartanDaily.com

JULy

Flick of the month: “The Dark Knight Rises”
Release date: July 20
Starring: Christian Bale, Michael Caine, Tom
Hardy, Anne Hathaway, Joseph Gordon-Levitt
If you are not hyped to see this film, get
hyped! Fans have been waiting four years for
the epic conclusion to Christopher Nolan’s
Batman trilogy since the ending of “The Dark
Knight” and this summer, I expect fans to be
greatly satisfied. Nolan is easily one of the best
directors in the business today and with star ac-
tors Tom Hardy (who will be playing the villain
Bane), Anne Hathaway, Joseph Gordon-Levitt
and Marion Cottilard joining the cast, this film
is sure to be awesome. I see this film easily be-
ing one of the best, if not the best, film to come
out this summer, so don’t miss it!

Dud of the month: “Ice Age: Continental
Drift 3D”
Release date: July 13
Starring: Ray Romano, Denis Leary, John Le-
guizamo, Queen Latifah, Seann William Scott
Why we need another “Ice Age” is beyond
me at this point. This film should go on the list
of franchises that just needs to die already in-
stead of taking film space at our theaters. Aside
from the first film, “Ice Age” has been rather
mediocre of late and to make another sequel
just seems like a cheap money grab at this
point. Take your little siblings and cousins to
see something else this summer for your own

sake.

.\"

AUGUST

Flick of the month: “ParaNorman”
Release date: August 17
Starring: Kodi Smit-McPhee, Casey Affleck,
Anna Kendrick, John Goodman

Just because I'm 22 years old doesn’t mean
I don’t have a soft spot for kid films or anima-
tion. In this case, a kids’ animated film that
has zombies in it screams “awesome” to me
and I think movie-goers should give this a
watch. From the director of the popular film
“Coraline” (which I enjoyed), the film is head-
lined by great actors and looks to be a good
time at the theaters for all ages.

Dud of the month: “Total Recall”
Release date: August 3
Starring: Colin Farrell, Kate Beckinsale,
Jessica Biel, Bryan Cranston

This is actually an “approach with cau-
tion” pick for me because I think this mov-
ie can be awesome. The problem is that the
movie is called “Total Recall” and if you know
of the original 1990 Arnold Schwarzenegger
film, you can understand why I'm hesitant
to see the new film. The original is a crap-
tastic mash-up of everything cheesy about
Schwarzenegger films (one-liners such as
“Consider it a divorce” and “See ya at da party
Victor” come to mind) and if the subject
material is still the same, this new version with
Colin Farrell might suck too. That said, though
it has potential, I would approach it with
caution.
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Mr. Projectile

EVENT CENTER at SJSU - SATURDAY, MAY 5
7:00PM

GENERAL ADMISSION: $29.50
SJSU STUDENT with ID: $1950 (while supplies last)

Terrific and friendly atmosphere

Plus, bring a friend with you and |
get a FREE accessory pack
(car charger, screen guard and
case) for BOTH of you.

(2yr- activation required) Thursday is college night 2-for-I margaritas

65 S. 1st Street, San Jose, CA 95113
408-572-8780

Terms and conditions apply. 2-yr contract required. See store for details.

90 South 2nd St. Downtown San Jose

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED AT THE EVENT CENTER BOX OFFICE (408) 297-0677 * loftbarandbistro.com

oR AT TICKETMASTER.COM.
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Before homecoming show, Bassnectar breaks down the music scene

by Daniel Herberholz
(opy and Production Editor

For the first time since he started his career
as a disc jockey, Lorin Ashton, known world-
wide as Bassnectar, will play in his native San
Jose this Saturday at the Event Center.

In a phone interview last week, Ashton said
he was fresh off performing three consecutive
nights in front of a cumulative 37,000 people.

Ashton said the biggest audience he imag-
ined playing for was the 37 who came to his
first show at the Cupertino Public Library.

On Bassnectar’s website, Ashton’s style is
described as “a synthesis of intense, wobbling
baselines and hypnotic soundscapes.”

However, the DJ didn’t start his career with
that sort of music. Rather, Ashton said he be-
gan as the drummer in a metal band which per-
formed at the local library.

Here is what Ashton said about his inspira-
tion, an education and the value of donation:

Going from metal to electronic
seems quite different, how did you
change genres over the years?

“They’re pretty similar to me, because both
styles of music (are) underground, left-of-
center, freakish not-of-the-norm. They’re both
high-velocity and high-energy. One is more fo-
cused on connection and community and one is
focused more on abandoning connection. I
moved from death metal into electronic music
basically through the radio station at Stanford.
When I was a kid, I used to set my tape re-
corder to record the death metal show, which
was on late at night. I’d fall asleep and leave
it recording. The show after it was this trans-
ambient, techno, experimental show. I slowly
got more and more into (that).”

It sounds like community is quite
important to you.

“I grew up in a hippie commune in San Jose
and my parents have been together since they
were 16. Family has really been important to
me and so has community. I'm just really into
bridging the networks of people and bringing
people together. I'm kind of like an anthropolo-
gist more than a musician”

What kind of music would you
say you make?
“I'd say it’s really difficult for me to classify

SJSU | ASSOCIATED STUDENTS Government

e
Lorin Ashton, widely known as the electronic/dubstep DJ Bassnectar, will be spinning at the SJSU Event

Center on Saturday. Photo courtesy of greatfulweb.com

myself completely, because I feel genuinely like
I really have a diverse and insanely eclectic
taste in every kind of music, and film and what-
ever. I like the full spectrum, from the left to
the right, forward and backward, hard and soft,
hot and cold. I feel a lot of resistance to confin-
ing myself into any type of label or limitation.
Musically, I combine every sound and influence
that I like, and apply my own spin on it.”

How did you first get into music?

“I'm really into percussion, that was the
first thing I learned. My uncle built me a drum
out of clay when I was a little kid (and) taught
me how to play. I really like making percus-
sive patterns out of random sounds. I used to
take recordings of the “Twilight Zone’ TV show
and cut up the vocals into beats, because it was
fun, in the same way it’s fun to play on a hand
drum?”

The music industry is changing,
what’s your take on it?
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“People love to share, so if you give
them things that they love, they’re going to
fucking share it. And that’s my ethos with mu-
sic, is make good music or share good music.
It doesn’t even have to be shit you make, just
filter out the crap and find 10 songs you love
and share them around, and people will appre-
ciate that”

On “Inspire the Emphatic,” you
delve into truth behind media by
looping together pieces of audio,
including a section where it says
it’s important that ordinary people
are able to share their opinions.

“Peopleare very opinionated and very expres-
sive, and it’s not always a good thing — although
I think it’s important to encourage people to
express themselves. But I think it’s equally
important to encourage people to educate them-
selves, because loud ignorance is annoying.
Expressing yourself requires the modicum of
educating yourself. It’s just as important to do

WF

West Valley

College

THE CLASSES
YOU NEED!

your research. I don’t think our culture pro-
motes critical thinking and that’s something I
promote. I think a lot of people need to spend
less time talking and more time listening, my-
self included. 'm really interested in what
other people have to say. I'm always assuming
I have a lot to learn. I think that’s a healthy
ethos to take when you’re broadcasting some-
thing, to assume you’re not the end-all be-all.
And I never do. So there’s a lot of interactivity
with my art, of wanting to take other people’s
influence and other people’s opinion and re-
flect it back”

You've started the “Dollar per
Bass Head” campaign.

“That’s something I've pretty much
committed to doing for the rest of my life —
collecting a dollar for every ticket sold to a
Bassnectar show, and contributing it to some
kind of charity or community organization. I
have very specific daydreams about what I
want to do and how I want to make an impact,
but I always just want to encourage my fan
base to do the same. To, even in a small way, fo-
cus on giving back. Because if we’re fortunate
enough going to parties and dancing around to
music we love, then we probably are fortunate
enough to give a little bit back to other people.”

San Jose is a diverse place, how
did that affect your music?

“I lived in San Jose until I was 18, and then I
moved to Santa Cruz to go to college. I never felt
connected specifically to San Jose at the time,
because I was so trying to be a little shock-val-
ue rebel. I just thought I was so crazy for loving
death metal. So I’'m excited to hit San Jose again,
frankly because it’s Cinco de Mayo. I know it’s
buck wild there. We're actually trying to get
everyone to bring sombreros.”

So you have two homecoming
shows, then, right?

“Unless I'm forgetting, I don’t think I've
ever actually DJ’d or played a Bassnectar show
in San Jose in 15 years of doing it. I do Santa
Cruz a lot. In fact, that’s where I got going with
DJ-ing, in the woods. So I always kind of think
of Santa Cruz as a homecoming, and I'm really
excited I've gotten to the stage where I can go
play a show of this size in San Jose and sell out
and get to play to a bunch of people in my own
home town, that’s really cool”

* Fulfill Major & General
Education Requirements

* Open Sections

*Online Classes

*Low Fees

For SJSU to West Valley College
course to course articulation,
GO TO: www.assist.org
Summer Session starts

June 4 and June 18

Fall Semester starts
August 27

westvalley.edu

14000 Fruitvale Avenue,
Saratoga, CA 95070+ 408.741.2001




Thursday, May 3, 2012

_ New B

SpartanDaily.com

BIKES: San Jose community rolls out love for culture

How tof{{t11 get your bike stolen

Commentary and graphics by Leo Postovoit / Spartan Daily

IT DOESN'T MATTER

if you ride 3 hot pink cruiser, a screaming green fixie, a rugged roadie warrior or an old
mountain bike, correct bicycle locking technique is a crucial skill to protect your
investment. Without proper protection, you might as well wish sayonara to your bike,
or at the very least to one or more of the components that make it necessary to ride.
Below is a guideline to help protect the precious bikes for riders on campus.

Cheap locks don’t work and don't last. The more expensive ones do
work. Two locks made by Kryptonite, the Mini Evolution U-lock and the
New York Fahgettaboutit U-lock, are widely considered to be the best
in security. The Evolution series is lighter, but the New York series is
higher rated. Know, though, that if a thief really wants something,
every system is only a deterrent and can be thwarted. Slowing said thief
is better than just letting them have it.

THERE ARE THREE BASIC TECHNIQUES TO USING A U-LOCK CORRECTLY:
)

1. Lock through the back wheel
around the seat stays and
using 3 cable talink up the
front wheel (seefig. 1a)

2. Amore clever variant of the
first — lock around the wheel
inside the rear triangle and
wrap the cable around the
front (seefig. 1b)

3. 0r, if using quick release
wheels, remove the front
wheel and connect it to the
back wheel and lock through
together (seefig. 1c)

For further deterrence to
theives, you could also use a
second lock to secure the front
wheel (seefig.2)

Lock only to fixed immovable objects, preferably a rack, ina busy visible
area. SJSU's policy says that bicycles can only be locked to bike racks,
and every rack on campus is bolted into the ground several times
over. Using the bike cages (free through the A.S. Transportation
Center located in the Student Union after $10 deposit for @ magnetic
Rey) is probably safer than just locking up to any rack. Bike cage
users tend to monitor each other’s bikes, and to enter or exit the
cages, you need a special magnetic Rey.

Location of bike cages ~ suen=
SAN FERNANDO STREET Center
g E
& Clark all &
= = B
= =
2 =
= S.tudent Union |~
u
Yoshihiro
Uchida Event Center
Hall -
[
MacQuarrie Hall
SAN CARLOS STREET

Most especially, don't hurt the environment by loching to trees. When in Downtown San
Jose, don't lock to anything that isn't bolted or cemented to the ground. Avoid places that
seem sketchy and spend the extra minute to lock in a place that works. Parking
meters and poles are two good things to find if bicycle racks are unavailable.

Don't make things easy to remove; otherwise, say goodbye. From quick
release wheels to water bottles to front and rear lights, if it's easy
to remove it just might not be there when you return to your bike.

If you have quick release wheels or 3 quick release seat, consider
changing the easy-to-remove skewers to a fixed bolt. Any bike shop
will do it for a small fee, and you'll get to keep bike parts. Most parts,
like handlebars, baskets or carrying racks, unless valuable or rare, will not
be tampered with. Alternatively, many people will remove their seat
when in class and put it back on when returning, a free solution that
allows you to keep your seat.

It's best to lock a ‘beater bike’ instead of a prized possession.

If you're riding a $10,000 vintage 1960's Cinelli loaded with top-of-
the-line Campy parts, you're a target. But if your bike blends in, you'll
probably be all right. Ask your local bike shop if your bike would be
okay to take to a university without being bothered. They'll tell you
honestly if your bike is worth a pretty penny or ifit's a “beater bike”
to completely forget about on campus.

Source: www.sheldonbrown.com article on Lock Strategy; Kryptonite.com
site; interview with Chuck Gifford, owner of Bicycle Express, a local bike
shop in Downtown San Jose; website for A.S. Transportation Solutions

FROM PAGE 1

FIXED GEAR BIKES BREAK

INTO URBAN CULTURE

Every Tuesday night, about
20 bike riders meet up in front
of iMinusD, a fixed gear bike
shop located on Paseo de San
Antonio.

Tanner Marcoida who orga-
nizes the Tuesday night rides,
or “TNR,” said the popularity of
fixed gear bikes started with Mark
Cosio, who established bike col-
lective San Jose Fixed Gear (SJF)
in 2007, a group that started with
five riders who met up at SJSU for
regular weekly rides.

“That core group of fixed
gear riders that started meeting
at San Jose State built up to 300
within one year,” he said.

Cosio opened iMinusD in
2009, and Marcoida said the fact
that a fixed gear rider opening
a fixed gear store was, “all the
difference.”

“He was able to push some-
thing that he loved, but he was
also able to provide that same
love and passion to other peo-
ple,” he said. “It’s a pretty good
formula.”

iMinusD employee Alex
Trang said fixies originated
from track racing, but made its
way into urban culture through
bike messengers, who “made
their money off their bikes.”

“Bike messengers used fix-
ies mainly because it is made
of less components,” he said.
“They are cheaper to maintain
and didn’t attract thieves be-
cause the bikes aren’t as fancy.”

Trang said he got a bike
because he lived half a mile
off campus and wanted faster
transport.

“It all started with me get-
ting a bike just to commute.
Then I found it to be really fun,
so I just went into it,” he said.
“I started Googling local bike
communities and coming out
to the Tuesday night rides, and
I got hooked. And now I work at
a bike shop.”

Senior business major
Kenneth Tadeo said fixies are
popular because of their sleek
look and endless customization
capabilities.

“There’s many different varia-
tions like color, rims, handlebars,
seats, pedals,” Tadeo said. “The
whole bike is customizable.”

He also said that there’s
more traction and a better feel
for the road when riding a fixie,
which can create a “connection
with the road” and a rush.

Marcoida said that fixie rid-
ing is simple.

“With fixies, there’s more
of a connection with the bike,”
he said. “There’s no coasting so
when your feet are moving, the
bike is moving.”

For fixie culture, Marcoida
said that the, “camaraderie is
the culture.”

“Tuesday night rides are like
church for us,” he said. “These
people come out to ride because
they want to ride their bike
the best they can, while at the
same time socialize with other
people that have the same hob-
by as them.”

C cinemas

For showtimes, advance tix and more, go to
cameracinemas.com
Best Theaters -- SJ Merc, Metro & Wave Readers
All Shows Before 12 noon Now Only $5.00
Always Plenty of Free Validated Parking All Sites
Seniors/Kids/Students -- $7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG)
$7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3/LG) b4 6pm M-F & 4pm Sat-Sun
4 Sony 4K Digital » v’ Final Week * * No Passes
CAMERA 7. Pruneyard/Campbell + 559-6900
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm

+*AVENGERS 3D/2D (PG13)_ SEATS

+*PIRATES! BAND OF MISFITS (2D/3D) (PG)

You are invited to visit
LINCOLN LAW SCHOOL OF SAN JOSE

BIKE RIDES FOR A PURPOSE

Every third Friday of the
month, hundreds of bike riders
meet up at San Jose Bike Party
to ride through the city.

Inspired by Critical Mass,
San Francisco’s monthly ride
where bike riders promoted
the bike and anti-car move-
ment, San Jose Bike Party is
more about “having fun, meet-
ing people and riding bikes,”
Trang said.

According to the event’s
website, Bike Party aims to
bring all types of bicyclists
together to “celebrate and build
community.”

Bill Kewel, one of the orga-
nizers of Bike Party, said that
they want everyone on bicycles.

“We just want people to
enjoy bike riding,” he said.
“It’s a fun activity with very
little carbon footprint on our
ecology.”

Kewel said that the number
of riders that attend Bike Party
has ballooned significantly
within the first two years of its
existence.

He said that in its first an-
niversary ride, only about 200
people attended Bike Party, but
a year later on its second year

I
M, <0
A 7
1o 7,

7/

&%

anniversary around 4,000 peo-
ple were in attendance.

“The cool thing about Bike
Party is that you can be biking
next to some ‘homeboy, who
is biking next to some corpo-
rate guy,” he said. “There are
all walks of life that come out
here.”

Each Bike Party carries
a theme, which encourages
riders to wear costumes, and
decorate their bikes.
psychology major
Nicole Ackerman participated
in Bike Party’s April event,
which was a “Sharks” theme
in honor of the San Jose Sharks
playoff appearance.

“It’s just super high enthu-
siasm, super high energy,’
she said. “I feel like it’s really
based around community and
giving.”

Ackerman said that she
hopes to participate in the
AIDS/LifeCycle ride, a sev-
en-day 545-mile ride from
San Francisco to Los Ange-
les that raises money and
awareness for to support the
HIV/AIDS services of the
LA Gay and Lesbian Center
and the San Francisco AIDS
Foundation.

Senior
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Kirkendall, as-
sistant director of recreation
activities at campus recreation,
said she participated in the
AIDS/LifeCycle ride for three
years consecutively.

“I decided I wanted to do the
AIDS ride and that’s what got
me into road cycling,” she said.

She said riders were required
to participate in training rides,
as well as being educated in
“etiquette of the road.”

“When you’re doing an or-
ganized ride with 2,500 people
you have to obey the rules,” she
said.

Kirkendall said that the
“road cyclist movement” has
existed for around 20 years and
the presence of various spe-
cialized companies “improve
technologies in terms of road
cycling.”

Ackerman said that she
started biking as a form of ex-
ercise because of her bad knees.

“Biking is the best form
of cardio when you have bad
knees,” she said. “ I've done
spin class and that worked, but
with biking I get to be outside. I
get to enjoy the scenery and get
fresh air. It’s just really fun to
ride everywhere.”

Kristine
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Summer
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UNIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL AND
EXTENDED STUDIES

Plan Your Summer Now!

Advance Registration
Begins Monday, April 9*

**THE 5-YEAR ENGAGEMENT (R)

*CHIMPANZEE (G) | #HUNGER GAMES (PG-13)

#BULLY (PG-13) | #JIRO DREAMS OF SUSHI (PG) Tuesday, June 26th
b

LOS GATOS - 41 N. Santa Cruz - 395-0203

*THE AVENGERS (in 2D) (PG-13)
*THE FIVE-YEAR ENGAGEMENT (R)

CAMERA 12- 201 S. 2nd St, S.J. - 998-3300
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm

*THE AVENGERS (2D/3D) (PG-13)

*THE RAVEN (R) | #THE LUCKY ONE (PG-13)
*THE FIVE-YEAR ENGAGEMENT (R)

*THE PIRATES! BAND OF MISFITS (20/30) (PG)
THINK LIKE A MAN (PG-13) | #*SAFE (R)

THE HUNGER GAMES (PG-13)

#CABIN IN THE WOODS (R) | $21 JUMP STREET (R)

CAMERA 3 - 288 S. Second, S.J. + 998-3300
*HEADHUNTERS (R) | *THE HUNTER (R)
MARLEY (PG-13) | MONSIEUR LAZHAR (PG-13)
DARLING COMPANION | THE ROAD
BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HOTEL | DARK SHADOWS
DISCOUNT (10 Admits/§60) / GIFT CARDS
THEATER RENTALS -- Cav. 395-6465

OPEN HOUSE

5:30 PM - 6:40 PM

Meet faculty, speak with students and attend a law class.
Prospective students and families welcome.

Explore the Reasons why Lincoln Law School is
an Excellent Choice in Legal Education

Lincoln Law School o ed by the

Committe:
Of the State Bar of Califon
Have you ever thought about attending law school? Would you make a good lawyer? Now

is the time to make your dreams a reality. Plan your future today. Rolling admissions allow
you to apply any time and begin classes in May, August, or Febrary of each year.

Please RSVP to admissions@lincolnlawsj.edu
One North First Street, San Jose, California 95113
(408) 977-7227 lincolnlawsj.edu
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LOANS: Z0¢ Lofgren joins effort

FROM PAGE 1

Political science profes-
sor Terry Christensen said
Republicans and Democrats
mostly support keeping the
lower interest rate but cannot
agree on how to pay for it, so
it’s a stand-off at the moment.

“(It’s) a big burden for
students who rely on these
loans,” Christensen said.

According to a media ad-
visory sent out by Lofgren’s
office, about 570,000 students
and their families in Califor-
nia will pay an additional
$476 million in additional
interest on their loans if this
bill were to pass.

Miles Nevin, executive di-
rector of the California State
Student Association, said two

delegations went to Washing-
ton D.C. this year to lobby on
this issue.

“Our student leaders met
with a variety of Congress
people and senators as well as
the Department of Education
to let them know we support
not only protecting federal
financial aid programs, but
that we think they need to be
expanded,” he said.

Nevin said states, includ-
ing California, are removing
opportunities for financial
aid and cutting the budget
and the federal government
support is needed.

In addition, he said the as-
sociation has told students to
write and email their represen-
tatives about student concerns.

“I just can’t stress enough
how important this is for stu-
dents,” Nevin said. “It affects
just hundreds of thousands of
students nationwide.”

“(It's) a big
burden
for students
torelyon
these loans.”

-lerry Christensen, political
science professor

FACULTY: Vote on funding freeze soon

FROM PAGE 1

“It’s safe to say that what
is going on now in the sys-
tem is having a more pro-
found effect on our students
than losing a day of classes,”
Taiz said. “What students
should understand is that we
are all in this together”

Cal State officials
the union’s demands would
cost the system more than
$500 million at a time when
it cannot afford the addition-
al expenses.

They are proposing to
maintain  current  salary
levels for 2011-12 with the
potential reopening
negotiations  for  future
years if financial conditions
improve.

said

for

The 400,000-student sys-
tem was forced to tighten
executive compensation poli-
cies after the Board of Trust-
ees approved controversial
pay increases for several new
campus presidents.

Next week, the Califor-
nia State University Board
of Trustees will consider a
new policy that would freeze
state-funded pay for new
university presidents, but
allow college foundations to
foot the bill for pay raises.

The faculty association
insists its proposals are
modest.

The union staged one-day
strikes at two campuses in
November over many of the
same issues.

Those were the first strikes

since the union was formed
in 1983.

“What students
should
understand
is that we
are allin this
together.”

-Lillian Taiz, CSU Faculty
Association president &
(al State Los Angeles
history professor

Taliban attack follows President Obama's visit to Afghanistan

by McClatchy Tribune ‘

Wire Service

KABUL, Afghanistan — Presi-
dent Barack Obama sought to
use a surprise visit to Afghani-
stan to start lowering the curtain
on the longest war in U.S. histo-
ry. But as Taliban-led insurgents
showed only hours after Obama
flew home yesterday, the blood-
letting appears far from over.

At least three suicide attack-
ers struck a heavily guarded
housing complex for interna-
tional workers in Kabul and the
Taliban declared the start of a
spring offensive, a dark book-
end to Obama’s brief overnight
visit that contrasted starkly with
his assertion that the conflict is
winding down.

The violence claimed at least
seven lives, underscoring anew
how what is supposedly the
most secure Afghan city re-
mains vulnerable to attacks that

Classifieds

humiliate the government and
its foreign backers while stok-
ing fear among ordinary Af-
ghans as U.S.-led combat forces
withdraw.

“The attack was a message to
Obama that the Afghan nation
will not accept America’s slav-
ery, a Taliban spokesman, Zabi-
hullah Mujahid, told McClatchy
Newspapers by cellphone.

While Mujahid claimed re-
sponsibility on behalf of the
Taliban, the U.S. ambassador to
Kabul, Ryan Crocker, said the
Haqqani network, an extremist
group based in Pakistan’s tribal
area, “cannot be ruled out” as the
culprit.

The United States blamed the
group for a wave of attacks on
April 15 against government
and foreign facilities, including
the US. Embassy and NATO
headquarters, in Kabul and
three provincial capitals that
lasted some 18 hours and killed
more than 60.

SJSU International House
One block to campus.US
& International students.
Safe. Friendly. Homelike.
Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet access.

Computer lab. Study
room. Well-equipped

kitchen Pianos and game
room. Assigned parking

(fee).One semester

contract. Apply now!

360 S. 11th St. 924-6570
or http//sjsu.edu/ihouse

1 Furnished Bedroom Female Pref.Shared
Home. Near Snell Light-Rail/Bus. Excepting

Applications Summer/ Fall Semesters etc. Call
Kathy 408-227-1823

Announcements

$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and help create
families. Convenient Palo Alto location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK .com

Smoke plumes into the sky from a suicide car-bomb detonated in
an insurgent attack on a privately owned housing compound for
international contractors in Kabul, Afghanistan, on Tuesday. Photo

by Ali Safi / MCT

Shortly after yesterday’s vi-
olence, the Taliban announced
their thattheir
spring offensive would start
Thursday “under the glorified
jihadi name of al-Farooq”

on website

Al-Farooq is the surname
of the second man to succeed
the Prophet Muhammad as
the leader of the Islamic faith.
The “primary target” will

U.S.-led international

be
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How to Play

Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3 by 3 box contains
every digit from 1 to 9

inclusively.

Check back daily for
new sudoku puzzles and
solutions.
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troops, “their advisers, their
contractors and members of
all associated military, intel-
ligence and auxiliary depart-
ments,” said the statement.
Others will include “high-
ranking officials of the stooge
Kabul regime,” lawmakers and
people associated with the
defense, interior and intelli-
gence ministries.

In a separate statement,
the Taliban denounced as “il-
legitimate” a strategic agree-
ment on U.S.-Afghan relations
signed by Obama and Afghan
President Hamid Karzai and
vowed to continue fighting
“until the expulsion of all in-
vaders and their puppets”

It remains to be seen just
how potent their spring of-
fensive will be.

The insurgency has suf-
fered serious blows since a
U.S. troop buildup in 2010 that
forced them to all but aban-
don conventional attacks and

rely heavily on ambushes, as-
sassinations, roadside bombs
and attacks like yesterday’s,
aimed at a housing complex
called Green Village.

“The insurgency will likely
expand its asymmetric opera-
tions as a result of its dimin-
ished operational capability
and in order to conserve di-
minishing resources,” states
a Pentagon report on the war
that was released Tuesday.

While the report expressed
doubt that the insurgen-
cy will be able to sustain a
significant offensive this year,
citing diminishing popular
support and the elimination
of many senior militants, it
said that “insurgent leaders
have worked throughout the
fall and winter to motivate
and fighters, par-
ticularly in the south and
southwest, to leave Pakistani
sanctuaries and return to
battle.”

leaders
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“You know you’re never go-
ing to make any real money,
right?”

This is what my girlfriend’s
father told me after I explained
to him that I am going to college
for journalism and aspire to be a
food writer.

From the perspective of a
successful business realtor, he
likely has his priorities in earn-
ing an income to support his
family and puts value on col-
lege degrees, often as others do,
in their ability to earn such an
income.

However, in my short ca-
reer as a journalist I have found
something I love doing and my
experiences far outweigh any
higher-paying career path.

I live by the thought to do
what you enjoy and have a pas-
sion for — I think today’s youth
has the phrase you only live
once, or some nonsense like
that.

Recently, there have been
articles floating around on Face-
book that list “the most useless
college degrees,” and unfortu-
nately I have seen my degree
included on more than one of
these wonderful lists.

I'll be honest, I am concerned
about the job potentials that
lie ahead of me, yet I have no
reservations about beginning a
career that brings me happiness.

My attraction to less-glamor-
ous occupations for the sake of
my own enjoyment didn’t start
with journalism.

When 1 started at SJSU, I
was an industrial design stu-
dent purely on the notion that
I enjoyed sketching cars in class
and, in my view, an industrial
degree was the professional
equivalent of math class doo-
dling.

Unfortunately, while I en-
joyed the idea of being an art
student, I did not have the
skill to make the degree into a
profession.

Around the same time I was
changing my major from indus-
trial design, I followed another
passion of mine and found an
opportunity to work in a restau-
rant’s kitchen.

At 19 years old I talked my
way into working an unpaid
kitchen position at a successful
restaurant in San Jose.

I'loved what I was doing and

even though the chef didn’t

ou
ng force In
100sINg career path

dnt be

offer me compensation for the
first six months I worked there,
the experience and lessons I
took away were life-changing
and have shaped my character.

In the fall I will have the
honor of serving as this pa-
per’s executive editor and the
opportunity has me reflecting
on the experiences I have from
college and what I consider to
be a rewarding career choice
thus far.

As a reporter, I have had the
opportunity of meeting people
and being in situations I would
have never found myself in
otherwise.

During the Occupy San Jose
movement, I was assigned to
camp out with protesters at
City Hall as an embedded re-
porter, an experience that was
both immensely exciting and
memorable.

During the same month, I
rode along with bicycle taxis
late into the weekend nights
when I met some truly unique
characters of San Jose and made
numerous pacts of friendship
with people that had previously
been total strangers.

Additionally, the people you
get to meet and pick at their
brains in this line of work are
equally rewarding.

Besides the routine sources
and general members of soci-
ety one talks with as a reporter,
I have interviewed a Michelin
star award-winning chef, vari-
ous members of San Jose’s gov-
ernment, an anarchist vagabond
named Cracker and a dancing
homeless man named “WD.

I also have the ability with
this career to combine my love
of writing and food in the form
of restaurant reviews.

In short, it’s understandable
(now more than ever) that stu-
dents want to pursue degrees
that will make them successful
and well-paid after they gradu-
ate, yet students should aspire
to careers they have a passion
for and will bring them happi-
ness, rather than focus on the
payout.

I have found complete solace
in my decision to go into what
many consider a dying industry.

Sure, I would love to have a
high-paying career, yet I also
want to enjoy what I am paid
to do.

With my graduation appli-
cation nearing completion and
thoughts of graduate school
ahead of me, I have no reser-
vations — only complete confi-
dence that I have the best job in
the world because I am happy
doing it.

SpartanDaily.com

Z v

This column
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every other
Wednesday

Ladies and gents, it’s that
one time that we've all been
dreading ever since the weath-
er started warming up — swim-
suit season.

As a woman, I loathe the
idea of swimsuit shopping be-
cause I feel I am exposing my
flaws to the world, especially
with hot supermodels prancing
around in their skivvies.

Although I have a small
frame, I get extremely self-con-
scious of my stomach, thighs
and arms in a swimsuit be-
cause they are not fit or toned
like a celebrity’s body.

According to a
news story from ABC News,
a 21-year-old Ukrainian wom-
an named Valeria Lukyanova
modified her appearance to
look like a Barbie doll.

With  her  voluptuous

recent

chest, tiny waist and full lips,
Lukyanova’s body looks as
plastic as the infamous dolls

lining toy shelves across the
nation — But why did she
do it?

Sure, it could just be a hor-
rible Photoshop botch but the
image holds a more sublimi-
nal message to women every-
where.

On a daily basis, there are
advertisements on television
that tell women to become
skinnier, prettier or to buy a
certain product to feel better
about their appearance.

In a 2009 statistic from the
University of Washington, 40
percent of girls ages nine to 10
years old tried to lose weight
and by age 13, 53 percent of
girls feel dissatisfied with their
bodies.

It also doesn’t help that 56
percent of commercials tar-
geted at women use beauty
as a tool to persuade them to
buy a product as opposed to 3
percent of these commercials
targeted at men, according to a
Kaiser Foundation study.

With this type of subliminal
messaging presented in both
broadcast and print media,
people may succumb to low
self-esteem and eating disor-

ders such as anorexia, bulimia
or binge eating.

In a journal article from
Academic Psychiatry, eating
disorders are on the rise due
to the media’s portrayal of
beauty with younger girls, and
even men are being admitted
to treatment facilities for these
issues.

Words
“chubby” are thrown around as
insults to people in a degrad-
ing manner, which forms self-
loathing within the individual.

From personal experience, I
have heard several nasty com-
ments from my older relatives
about how people deemed as
“fat” aren’t even human.

During Thanksgiving a
few vyears ago, my family
didn’t dine on the traditional

such as “fat” or

American fare such as mashed
potatoes, turkey or
pumpkin pie in fear of getting
big like the majority of the
American population.

While eating baked fish
with salad and rice noodles,
one of my aunts exclaimed,
“T'm so glad the Vietnamese
diet is so much better than
the American diet! If any of

roast

our family members were fat,
I would totally disown them!”

On another occasion, my
mother had watched an epi-
sode of Travel Channel’s
“Man v.s. Food” and she felt
disgusted upon looking at the
host.

“Why does he always have
to eat so much?” my mom
asked. “T'm surprised that he’s
not dead yet because he is so
fat”

I've been made fun of from
my family members
eating a bit too much during
family reunions or ostracized
for not exercising as much as
I used to. It kind of hurts, I'm
not going to lie.

On the other end, some of
my peers gripe about me for
being too thin and it feels as if I
can never satisfy anyone.

Why the constant criticism
about a person’s body size? A
person should be judged based

on the individual’s character

about

rather than the number on the
clothing tag.

So if anyone ever makes you
feel ostracized for your body
shape, forget them and strut
your style for the world to see.
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Students live a sweet dream by whlpplng up cIassy confections

by Megan Mills

\ Staff Writer |

Move over Sprinkles Cup-
cakes. The San Francisco Bay
Area is home to two college
students and dessert specialists
at Classy Confectionz, a des-
sert bakery that whips up cre-
ative items such as raspberry
cheesecake, Twix cupcakes and
chocolate-hazelnut mousse.

Fatima Hussain, a junior child
and adolescent development ma-
jor, and Laila Khan, a junior oc-
cupational therapy major, began
catering in March 2012.

“We both really like baking
and the idea came to us one day
that we should start our own
dessert catering business,” Hus-
sain said. “We started fantasiz-
ing about it after that and made
it a reality”

The reality
Classy Confectionz.

“Before, baking was just for
fun,” Khan said. “We would do it
just for ourselves or close fam-
ily but now people are coming
to us asking for our desserts”

Hussain and Khan said the
biggest dessert item in demand
so far on the menu has been
cupcakes, and lots of them.

“I have an upcoming order
of 100 cupcakes, which has
been our biggest cupcake order
so far,” Khan said.

A buyer can use their imagi-
nation when ordering because
Classy Confectionz takes re-
quests and adheres to food al-
lergy or lifestyle requests, such
as creating vegan desserts or
using apple sauce for a substi-
tute for various ingredients like
eggs and butter.

“We have a menu but we do
take requests,” Hussain said. “If
people request a certain item,
we are more than willing to ac-
commodate that”

The extended menu appears
on their Facebook page as pho-
tographs.

turned into

http://spartandaily.com/74853

Khan and Hussain’s creations
deliciously cover the page, tap-
ping into the viewers’ desire for
chocolate, tiramisu mousse and
easy-to-eat cake pops.

“We have three basic flavors
of chocolate, vanilla and red
velvet and then we have our
specialty cupcakes,” Khan said.

The specialty cupcakes in-
clude caramel apple, an apple
cupcake with caramel frosting,
s’mores cupcake, a chocolate
cupcake topped with marsh-
mallow frosting complete with
graham cracker crumbs, and a
Twix cupcake, a chocolate cup-
cake topped with shortbread
and caramel.

“We love to experiment and
try new recipes,” Khan said.
“We are always open to take
requests.”

The chocolate cupcake with
Nutella butter cream frosting
can satisfy any chocolate-lov-
er’s sweet tooth.

The frosting is shocking-
ly light and flavorful as the
Nutella and butter cream form
a sweet relationship sitting on
the chocolate cake.

Other items on the menu
include cheesecake bites for
$25/dozen, cookies in various
flavors for $6/dozen, cake pops
with the buyer’s choice of cake
doused in frosting for $1.25
each and assorted brownies for
$10/dozen.

Both bakers of Classy Con-
fectionz have their own spe-
cialty they bring to the dessert
business.

Fatima Hussain, left, and Laila Khan, right, sample their cupcake creations for their business, Classy
Confectionz, in Santa Clara. Photo by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

Top: Chocolate cupcakes with hazelnut icing and
chocolate sprinkles Right: Fatima Hussain gently pries
cupcakes from the pan to avoid ripping the tops. Hussain
and Laila Khan's business, Classy Confectionz, specializes
in baked goods. Photos by Sierra Duren / Spartan Daily

Hussain specializes in making
cheesecakes and chocolate-cov-
ered strawberries while Khan is
the main decorator of cupcakes
and cakes.

‘I think I like making
cheesecake because I especially

like to eat it,” Hussain said as
she and Khan giggled with one
another.

Khan and Hussain said they
have been friends long before
they decided to pursue the
dessert catering business.
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“We’ve known each other for
years,” Hussain said. “We met
at our mosque when we were
children”

This dessert catering busi-
ness has brought the two closer
as friends, Khan said.
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Hussain said her favorite
part about catering is that it
gives her an excuse to bake.

“I enjoy letting my fam-
ily, friends and co-workers try
out my desserts,” Hussain said.
“Experimenting with different
ingredients gives Laila and I an
opportunity to bake for those
that use our catering service”

Hussain and Khan said they
like baking out of their homes be-
cause they aren’t limited to mak-
ing the same recipes everyday,
but instead able to make custom-
ized creations for buyers.

The time management be-
tween school, work and baking
can sometimes get intertwined,
especially if you have a paper
and an order due the next day,
said Hussain, who also works
as a tutor at the SJSU Writing
Center on campus.

“On Friday mornings, she’ll
bring stuff in for us to try,” said
Andrew Tucker, one of Hussain’s
co-workers. “She made cheese-
cake bites for our last meeting
and I could have eaten the whole
box, but I had to refrain”

Hussain said people have been
supportive, which is encouraging
for the business as a whole.

“They’ve ordering
from us when they have other
options out there,” she said.

Hussain and Khan said they
hope to continue their love of
baking and own a bakery of
their own in the future.

“We put some of the money
we save from the catering right
now toward owning our own
shop,” Hussain said.

Classy Confectionz has a
Mother’s Day special — for
$10 you can choose four of
out five items: Mini cupcakes,
cheesecake bites, cake truffles,

been

cookies and chocolate-covered
strawberries.

“I've always loved baking
and now I have someone to
bake for” Hussain said. “It’s a
good feeling.”
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