
The man who owns a house 
once occupied by Olympic 
gold medalist Tommie Smith 
said he sees potential for his 
property to become a new 
SJSU landmark.

Owner Brian Boguess said 
he would like a “marriage” 
between SJSU and the house, 
which was designated a his-
toric landmark by the City of 
San Jose Historic Preserva-
tion program in May 2009, 
according to program repre-
sentative John Davidson.

After winning the 200-me-
ter sprint at the 1968 Summer 
Olympics, Smith stepped on 
the podium to hear “Star-
Spangled Banner” and closed 
his eyes. Smith and bronze 
medalist John Carlos then 
each raised a fi st in the air as a 
salute to black power.

Their gesture can be seen 
on the Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos Statue outside of 
Clark Hall.

Now, Boguess and others 
believe the house can further 
add to Smith’s legacy.

Councilman Sam Lic-
cardo, who represents the 
city’s downtown district, said 
the house has “considerable 
historic value for our commu-
nity.”

“This is an opportunity for 

us to seize a piece of history 
that has signifi cant impact on 
the civil rights movement,” 
Liccardo said. “I’d like to be-
lieve that San Jose State feels 
similarly.”

Boguess, a realtor, said 
when he bought the house he 
did not know about Smith’s 
contributions to civil rights.

“I investigated who Tom-
mie Smith was,” Boguess said. 
“His connection to the uni-
versity, his connection to the 
nation and what he stood for. 
I read his book, ‘Silent Ges-
tures.’ I loved the idea of what 
this guy was about.”

When Boguess found out 
that SJSU’s Associated Stu-
dents was the force behind 
the statue on campus, he said 
it gave him an idea.

Becoming A Landmark
“I put a light bulb on my 

head,” Boguess said. “I said, 
‘Wait a second. I’ve got syn-
ergy here between the uni-
versity and my project. Let’s 
make this university housing 
for students or faculty.’”

Boguess said he contact-
ed President Jon Whitmore 
about turning Smith’s former 
residence into a landmark.

“He’s an important histori-
cal fi gure,” Whitmore said. “I 
think it would probably be a 
pretty neat thing.”

Whitmore said there would 
need to be an outside group 
behind the project.

“There certainly isn’t any 
way the university could use 
its resources to underwrite 
that kind of an activity,” Whit-

more said, in reference to cur-
rent budget restrictions.

Boguess said he would like 
to form a marketing partner-
ship with the university that 
would not include fi nancial 
support.

St. Saffold, a former room-
mate and fellow SJSU ath-
lete, said he would love to see 
Smith honored in as many 
ways as possible.

Saffold said he lived with 
Smith on campus and on 
Fourth Street, but that each 
location has been destroyed.

“Not to say every place that 
he stepped foot on should be 
in some way memorialized,” 
Saffold said. “Better save one 
before they’re all torn down.”
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Some SJSU students and faculty 
are misusing handicapped placards 
throughout the campus parking lots, 
said a representative from Univer-
sity Police Department.

“The only people that get hurt are 
the members of our (disabled) com-
munity,” Sgt. John Laws said.

In the fi rst two weeks of the 
semester, there have been nine 
cases of students misusing the 
handicapped placards, Laws said 
Thursday.

State vehicle code section 
4461 (c) began to take effect at the 
start of the new year, he said.

The law states that people caught 
misusing the placard may be charged 
with a misdemeanor and fi ned no 
fewer than $250, and no more than 
$1000, Laws said.

He said University Police is wait-
ing for approval on a fi xed $500 fi ne 
for each person charged with this 
violation.

“The purpose is not to get money, 
but in hopes that people will stop do-
ing it,” Laws said.

Senior fi nance major Dan Duong 
said it is unethical and “messed up” 
for someone to misuse handicapped 
placards.

“If it’s a grand for the ticket then 

Lidia Gonzalez
Staff Writer

Tommie Smith’s former residence, currently rented by SJSU students, was named a 
historic landmark by the City of San Jose on May 19, 2009.

Stefan Armijo / Spartan Daily

SJSU looks to keep 
trees upright

 Misuse of handicap 
placards yielding hefty fi nes

Exhibit refl ects on Obama’s inauguration

Kiana McClanahan, junior nursing major; Ruth Wilson, chairwoman of 
African-American studies; Wilson’s brother, John, and Jamie McDade, 
senior public relations major; read one of the displays commemorating 
Barack Obama’s presidential inauguration in the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Library.

Donovan Farnham / Spartan Daily

An aerial view of SJSU as seen in Arbor Pro, a tree management 
software program. The dots represent all the trees on campus.

Courtesy of SJSU Facilities Development and Operations
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On Tuesday, a reception attended 
by 28 people, held at King Library’s 
Cultural Heritage Centerm, marked 
the opening of a photo exhibit, titled, 
“Realizing The Dream: A Photo Ex-
hibit. The Inauguration of Barack H. 
Obama.”

Ruth Wilson, a social anthropolo-
gist and professor at SJSU, said she 
traveled to Washington D.C. in order 
to observe, participate, discuss and 
record events surrounding the inau-
guration.

Wilson, who hosted the event, said 
the exhibit represents a conscious 
effort to share her observations and 
experiences with the public.

The reception started with a talk 
from Wilson, who chronicled her ex-

Salman Haqqi
Staff Writer
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Despite recent city debates over 
the responsibility of tree mainte-
nance, the trees at SJSU are a top 
priority for the university, said 
Dennis Suit, manager of grounds 
and recycling services at SJSU.

“We pay a little more attention 
to them today than we did 30 years 
ago, because the trees are 30 years 
older,” Suit said. “Trees are like 
people, you know — they get old, 
they get disease and they die.”

The CSU budget situation has 

not impacted funding for grounds 
services that maintains SJSU’s 85 
landscaped acres on the main cam-
pus and 50 acres at South Campus, 
Suit said.

“Safety will always take the No. 1 
priority,” Suit said. “So far, we have 
not lost anyone on the grounds 
team.”

Raul Bueno, grounds manager, 
said the grounds team is always 
evaluating the health of the trees 
and whether there is any rot.

“If we see they’re unsafe, they 

Andrew Martinez
Staff Writer
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In an event called “Droning About Paki-
stan: The New Frontier in the Global War?,” 
Nosheen Ali, who recently received her PhD 
focusing her research in state building and 
citizen struggles in Northern Pakistan, an au-
dience of more than 50 listened to her speak 
on the topic of drone fi ghter planes fl ying over 
Pakistan.

Also known as an Unmanned Aerial Ve-
hicle, Ali said these American fi ghter planes 
have been traveling over the country in search 
of terrorist factions, such as Al-Qaeda and the 
Taliban.

There have been a total of 123 civilian deaths 
as a result of drone attacks in Pakistan in 2010, 
according fi gures in a report produced by the 
Interior Ministry in Pakistan*.

It was just after 7 p.m. when Ali told the au-
dience that these U.S. drone attacks began in 
2006.

“At that time, we were having like, one or 
two a year,” she said. “Now we’re having one or 
two a week.”

Ali said this type of strategy is meant to aid 
the war on terror, with the intent of making war 
effortless and minimizing human casualties — 
reducing the death toll of both military pilots as 
well as civilians who may be in a targeted 

area.
UAV’s are controlled from a remote location 

with a video game-like joystick, essentially re-
moving the danger of being shot down behind 
enemy lines, Ali said.

With UAV title names that mimic the oppo-
site of such a sentiment, some of which include 
Predator, Reaper and Hunter-Killer, statistics 
produced by the Interior Ministry in Pakistan 
tell a different story, Ali said.

Since drone attacks began in 2006, 687 ci-
vilian deaths have been recorded in Pakistan. 
Although this strategy is meant to supply the 
people of this region with a form of security, 
67 percent of Pakistani nationals oppose U.S. 
drone attacks.

“I think Pakistan has suffered a lot already,” 
Ali said. “We have 4,000 people that have died 
in suicide attacks in the country, especially over 

the last two years.”
Ali said this as an example of what is trans-

piring as a method of retaliation to the UAV 
missions.

As more attempts are made to remove rebel 
terrorists from the region, the Pakistani people 
are the ones who suffer the most, Ali said.

She said that more than 200 schools have 
been bombed, and the death rates as a result 
of suicide attacks have increased considerably, 
from 189 in 2003 to 3,559 in 2007.

Kevin Thomson, a senior global studies ma-
jor, attended the event to show support for a 
friend who was promoting it.

“I thought she made some valid points, (but) 
I didn’t necessarily agree with all of it,” he said. 
“I don’t think a lot of her data was accurate, but 
overall it was pretty good.”

Maryam Sazarchehr, a sophmore compara-
tive literature student, said she was comforted 
by the fact that Ali closed the event with a se-
ries of resolutions that, if practiced, would only 
serve to benefi t the greater cause of raising 
awareness for an issue such as droning that 
may not refl ect the agenda of the mainstream 
media.

“I liked (the event) very much,” she said. 

“Especially how she suggested what we can 
do.”

Ali said that pushing for better media cover-
age, framing the problem and exposing these 
drone attacks, making an attempt at answering 
the question of whom is being affected by these 
bombings and why, is essential to understand-
ing the problem.

People can stay educated and make judg-
ments based on information they’ve received, 
she said.

“I think all of us have our own bias,” 
Sazarchehr said. “But I think, as someone who 
has lived in Pakistan, I would trust (Ali) way 
more than I would trust any media in the U.S.”

Sophmore fi nance major Aisha Qasim said 
she felt the same way.

“I’ve never been raised in Pakistan, so all 
the time I just here stuff off the media,” Qasim, 
president of Pakistani Student Association, 
said, “and it’s about time a person who’s ac-
tually been to Pakistan tells me what goes on 
there. That’s what makes the difference.”

Eleanor Lovinfosse, founder of Student As-
sociation for Middle East Studies at SJSU is 
one of fi ve organizations associated with to-
night’s event.

“I think one of the most important things 
people could walk away with is knowing all 
these people are asking the same questions 
I am because there isn’t any information out 
there,” she said. “Why isn’t there information 
about this in the mainstream media?”

Culture and Confl ict co-founder Fadi Saba 
said he hopes this event will be the catalyst for 
having students as well as the community dig-
ging deeper and thinking more critically of the 
information they receive and from where they 
are getting it.

Part of what his organization hopes to ac-
complish is to push the global divide and pro-
mote a variety of perspectives, he said.

Saba said he hopes that students walk away 
from this event with that sentiment in mind.

“That (students) were able to look through 
a different lens, in this case war through a dif-
ferent lens,” he said. “That they were able to 
look at something and be critical thinkers when 
looking into all policies our government takes, 
in this case foreign policy.”
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The National Nuclear Security 
Administration, a federal agency 
in the U.S. Department of Energy, 
came to SJSU Tuesday to talk to 
students about job opportunities 
in the Engineering building, and 
gave an informational meeting to 
eight students about careers avail-
able and the Future Leaders Pro-
gram it offers, said offi cial Rose-
mary Hill.

The administration, which 
spoke Tuesday in the Engineer-
ing building, was established by 
Congress in 2000, and the Future 
Leaders Program is a two-year 
training program within the ad-
ministration for people with a de-
gree in engineering, Hill said.

The reason for the security ad-
ministration is to strengthen the 
military through nuclear energy 
and to help the government at-
tempt to reduce its carbon dioxide 
footprint, Brown said.

“The better you perform in the 
Future Leaders Program, the bet-
ter your pay is going to be, and pay 
will increase with performance,” 
Hill said. “Your grade-point aver-
age needs to be a 3.0 for you to be 
accepted, and a 2.8 GPA will only 
be accepted under exceptional cir-
cumstances.”

SJSU alumnus Mohit Gang-
wani, who graduated in May with 
a Bachelor of Science degree in 
civil engineering, said he enjoyed 
the presentation, because it gave 
him a feeling of what he’ll be do-
ing if he gets a job with the secu-
rity administration.

“When I have gotten other jobs, 
I’ve been caught off guard by a job 
before that I haven’t been properly 
trained for,” Gangwani said.

The specifi c career opportunity 
is for a civil engineer, with an en-
vironmental specialty, said Mike 
Brown, assistant manager of the 
environmental stewardship orga-
nization within the security ad-
minsitration.

“The job would entail environ-
mental stewardship involving en-

vironmental protection, cleanup, 
waste management, endangered 
species, cultural resources and 
environmental management,” 
Brown said.

Yuan Chao Huang, a master’s 
student in civil engineering, said 
she thinks this job will possibly be 
a great opportunity for her.

“Environmental cleanup 
sounds exciting, and I’m glad they 
gave more specifi cs about the po-
sition,” Huang said.

Hill and Brown said students 
who attended should bring a re-
sume, unoffi cial transcripts, their 
most recent SF-50 — which is a 
form for people already work-
ing in a federal position — and 
the forms found in the brochures 
handed out at the beginning of the 
informational meeting.

Some of the things looked for 
in a prospective employee are 
communication, teamwork, lead-
ership, presentation skills and ini-
tiative takers, Hill said.

More extreme items on the 
to-do list for the jobs are a back-
ground investigation by the offi ce 
of personal management, and ini-
tial and random drug testing, Hill 
said.

“I’m excited to grow from this 
opportunity,” Gangwani said. 
“This is the fi rst interview I’ve had 
since I graduated in May. So many 
jobs depend on qualifi cations and 
getting experience is hard.”

“Gourmet waste streams” with 
hazardous materials, transuranic 
materials, mixed waste, and low-
level waste, are in the soil below 
the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, Brown said.

“We are trying to clean up 
places where these gourmet waste 
streams have been found, such as 
the Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory,” Brown said. “Un-
fortunately, cleanup will take 70 
more years.”

Brown said they’re using new 
techniques to make the cleanup 
process go faster such as vacuum-
ing out the contaminants from 
the soil, which could save a lot of 
time.

Kristen Pearson
Staff Writer

Agency affi  rms students 
of available careers

CAMPUSIMAGE

Senior animation major Kathleen O’Brien listens to environmental studies junior Jasmine Teylor play her bag pipes 
on the roof of the Event Center

Stefan Armijo / Spartan Daily

perience.
She said the inauguration 

of an American President is 
always a major national rite of 
passage.

Wilson said it signals a 
change of leadership for the 
nation, and often a change in 
policies that affect not only the 
U.S., but the entire world.

“Inaugurations are a sym-
bolically meaningful ritual for 
our country.” Wilson said. “It’s 
the greatest sense of unity I’ve 
ever felt at a large gathering.”

Wilson said she noticed the 
disappearance of homeless 
people around the capital and 
the surrounding areas on the 
day of the inauguration, and 
speculated that they might 
have been removed.

“I think that it’s good that 
(homelessness) is displayed to 

the people, so they know that 
there is more work to do,” Wil-
son said.

She said the exhibit com-
prises 20 photographs por-
traying the inauguration and 
various gatherings attended 
by her.

Wilson said the items in the 
three glass cases in front of the 
photograph section are special 
collections and the center case 
contains newspapers herald-
ing Obama’s nomination, as 
well as his successful election.

She said the left case dis-
plays offi cial documents, in-
vitations to the inauguration, 
the inaugural program and 
inaugural tickets to the Capi-
tol’s secured area for invited 
guests.

Wilson said she felt an ener-
gy all around her and that she 
was amazed by the orderliness 
of the people in the streets.

“During the swearing-in 
ceremony, there was a sense of 
calm that was profound.” Wil-

son said. “It was an absolutely 
exhilarating experience.”

Of the people attending the 
reception, many of them were 
students of Wilson.

Felicia Lancaster, a junior 
liberal studies major, said she 
was surprised by the progress 
that America has made since 
slavery ended in 1865.

“I just feel the sense of how 
far we’ve come, and in such a 
short time in the scope of his-
tory.” Lancaster said. “It’s just 
amazing.”

Kirandeep K(A)ur*, a fresh-
man health sciences major, 
said she liked the photographs 
that showed Wilson in the 
crowd. She said it gave her a 
sense of what it was like to ac-
tually be there.

Bonita Carter-Cox, presi-
dent of the Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Library Association, 
said that it made her proud, 
because Obama is an African-
American President.

Mufaro Zakers, a sopho-

more Spanish and pred-med 
double major, said he was glad 
to be able to see Wilson in the 
pictures, since they showed 
how different it was to be 
there.

“Now that she has been to 
the inauguration, I see her in a 
different light,” Zakers said.  

The exhibit was also at-
tended by Timothy Hegstrom, 
Dean of The College of Sci-
ences.

“It’s very exciting that Dr. 
Wilson was able to represent 
the university (SJSU),” Heg-
strom said. “She is in a unique 
position to comment about 
this turning point in history.”

Wilson said she encourages 
everyone, especially students, 
to visit the exhibit, because it 
marks a signifi cant moment in 
American history.

She said the exhibit on 
the 5th fl oor will be open to 
the public until Feb. 28, and 
is available during all library 
hours.
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Droning over Pakistan reaches beyond the Middle East
have to come down,” Bueno 
said.

Suit said there was one 
old Elm tree that fell north 
of Dwight Bentel Hall 
across Clark Hall Lawn 
about 15 years ago.

“You have to keep an 
eye on the big, older ones, 
because some of them have 
absolutely no symptoms,” 
he said.

Suit said that the old Elm 
fell fl ush with the ground.

“It didn’t pull a single 
root out,” Suit said. “I’ve 
never seen anything like 
it.”

Bueno said that he 
loves all the tress, while 
Suit particularly enjoys the 
Cork Oak tree that is on 
the grassy knoll outside of 
Clark Hall.

“That’s where wine corks 
come from,” Suit said. “It 
comes from that bark.”

The grounds team uses 
a new tree management 
software called ArborPro, 
Bueno said.

Suit said ArborPro al-
lows the grounds team to 
keep record of every tree 
on campus.

The grounds team is 
currently involved in re-
placing the Mulberry trees 
that border the lawn sur-
rounding Tower Hall.

“We have a yearly pro-
gram to remove and replace 
12 of the old Mulberry trees 
a year,” Bueno said. “We 
have our own tree farm.”

The Mulberry trees are 
purchased in 15-gallon 
containers and harvested 

in 65-gallon pots, complete 
with a drip-system, and are 
kept at South Campus until 
they are big enough to be 
transferred, Suit said.

“We try to keep over 
50,” Suit said. “And when 
they’re ready to plant, we’ll 
bring them to the main 
campus.”

Suit said that Mulberrys 
grow aggressively, but are 
short-lived.

“Sometimes, the roots 
grow into the asphalt, and 
we have to lift them with a 
fork lift to pull them out,” 
Bueno said.

Rain and wind keep 
the grounds team busy 
in terms of making sure 
the sidewalks are clear for 
students, but construc-
tion around campus can 
also cause damage. The 
trenching and digging 
disturbs the roots, Bueno 
said.

“They don’t realize 
they’re messing up the 
roots,” Bueno said. “The 
tree gives and they lose.”

The Redwoods and the 
Elms behind Uchida Hall 
are probably the oldest 
trees on the main campus, 
Suit said.

Senior psychology ma-
jor Rose Wheeler said she 
loves the Redwoods near 
the Spartan Memorial.

“This is the only place 
in the world that has Red-
woods,” Wheeler said, 
about the California Red-
wood trees.

Wheeler said that one 
Redwood is growing close 
to the Memorial.

“They’ll probably take 
the tree down,” she said. 
“Buildings are more expen-
sive.”

TREES
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Nosheen Ali presents  ‘Droning about 
Pakistan: Past, Present and Future’, 
in the King Library Tuesday.

Jasmine Duarte / Spartan Daily

Angelo Scrofani
Staff Writer
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In an Introduction to Philos-
ophy course last semester, six 
students were accused of pla-
giarism on an in-class assign-
ment , junior psychology major 
Patrick Flippin-Weston said.

“The risk is too great,” Flip-
pin-Weston said. “I’d rather 
have an ‘F’ on a paper than 
an ‘F’ for the semester, or get 
kicked out of school.”

Out of the 155 cases reported 
in the 2008-09 school year for 
plagiarism, 12 students were 
kicked out of school, accord-
ing to the Academic Integrity 
Policy statistical report.

For 113 cases, no academic 
repercussions were seen, ac-
cording to the statistical report.

Junior photography major 
Monique Henderson said she 
thought running the risk of 
getting caught for plagiarism 
didn’t make sense.

Flippin-Weston said he 
would rather turn in an assign-
ment that wouldn’t get a good 
grade than plagiarize.

When a student’s assign-
ment is suspected of plagiarism 
or cheating, the professor will 
meet and communicate his or 
her suspicions about the assign-
ment to the student, according 
to SJSU’s Plagiarism Web site.

The student suspected of 
cheating will be shown the 
assignment in question, ac-

cording to the California Ad-
ministrative Code, and will be 
expected to go over the process 
of how he or she completed the 
assignment.

Whether the student then 
admits to plagiarizing, the pro-
fessor, with proof, has four op-
tions to choose from, according 
to the Offi ce of Judicial Affairs 
Web site.

The professor may give a 
lower grade on the assignment, 
quiz or test; an “F” on the as-
signment, quiz or test, a lower 
overall grade in the class, or 
give the student an “F” in the 
course, according to the Offi ce 
of Judicial Affairs Web site.

The professor may then de-
cide to report the incident to 
Offi ce of Judicial Affairs, ac-
cording to the Offi ce of Judicial 
Affairs Web site.

According to the California 
Administrative Code, plagia-
rism or cheating in an SJSU 
class or program can lead a stu-
dent to expulsion, suspension 
or probation.

Henderson said she has 
thought about plagiarizing but 
would never go through with it.

“I am too scared of getting 
caught,” Henderson said. “‘I 
would tell myself, ‘Can we think 
about this?’”

Henderson said some pro-
fessors may understand the 
stress college students go 
through, and will likely work 
something out if a student is 

unable to fi nish a project on its 
due date.

“It makes faculty crazy,” art 
history Professor Anne Simon-
son said, about students who 
plagiarize.

Even while requirements of 
most assignments have been 
submitted to Turnitin’s Web 
site, Simonson said plagiarism 
has remained a problem in the 
school of art and design.

One student is caught pla-
giarizing per class, on average, 
Simonson said.

Simonson said that, in an ef-
fort to decrease the number of 
students plagiarizing, faculty 
members try to write assign-
ments whose subject matter are 
diffi cult to fi nd on the Internet.

“Students are accustomed 
to downloading things from 
the Internet,” Simonson said, 
“Sometimes, I don’t think they 
know they are plagiarizing.”

Simonson said it should be a 
campus effort to help stop the 
amount of plagiarism.

Because of budget cuts, the 
department of student con-
duct and ethical development 
was unable to put on a week of 
awareness for students, student 
conduct coordinator Alberto 
Gutierrev said.

The week was held at the be-
ginning of the fall semester to 
help students understand the 
code of conduct and keep stu-
dents out of trouble, Gutierrev 
said.

Shiva Zahirfar
Staff Writer

Oscar Battle, Jr., chair of the 
SJSU African American Faculty 
and Staff Association, said he 
does not want to lose the chance 
to recognize Smith’s infl uence.

“I would say to the campus 
community, opportunities only 
come every now and then,” Battle 
said. “Sometimes if you refuse to 
take advantage of it, it’s lost.”

Battle, who began supporting 
Boguess’ plan in early 2009, said 
he had three reasons for backing 
the project.

“No. 1 there is (there is) no Af-
rican-American landmark in San 
Jose,” Battle said. “No. 2, (Smith) 
raised a sense of consciousness 
for student activism.”

The third reason, Battle said, 
was because the house would let 
students live “in the spot that 
Tommie was,” rather than seeing 
the civil rights movement sym-
bolically.

With Battle’s backing, Boguess 
said the two approached A.S. Ex-
ecutive Director Cheryl Vargas in 
July.

Boguess said that Vargas said 
the project needed student sup-
port. Boguess said support would 
have been hard to come by dur-
ing summer recess.

Boguess said he presented 
a new set of plans for the prop-
erty to members of the San Jose 
planning department, includ-
ing building a basement below 
Smith’s house.

“I got an overwhelming sup-
port from them,” Boguess said. 
“I said, ‘Great, I’m glad I’ve got 
everyone on board, now let’s 
move this marketing engine for-
ward and get the university on 
board.’”

Boguess said he and Battle 
met with Bill Vance, Whitmore’s 
chief of staff, in November.

“I thought if (SJSU) could 
become my tenant, then I had 
fi nancial support from commu-
nity banks and ... I could get the 
fi nancing myself,” he said.

He said that, although they 
took an interest in the project at 
the meeting, there was no word 
from Whitmore afterward.

According to city documents, 
construction of three structures 
and adjustments to Smith’s house 
were approved in November.

Boguess said personal issues 
distracted him from the proj-
ect for several months after the 
structures were approved.

“I don’t want to give up the 
notion that ... there ought to be 
a marriage with the university,” 
Boguess said. “If I could create 
some sort of marketing engine 
to get students involved and get 
student government involved, I 
think you all could help have a 
Tommie Smith housing annex 
inventoried for your students.”

He said this project is a “cata-
lyst for new legislation that is re-
quiring proper due diligence with 
... potential historical properties 
in redevelopment districts.”

Boguess said he could have 
used a single-family develop-
ment permit when he purchased 
the property to development the 
structure without it ever being 
seen by anyone at the city.

“But I don’t want to do that,” 
Boguess said. “I don’t want to do 
that, because of the signifi cance 
of the man. I’m not the ugly, 
mean developer who wants to get 
rid of Tommie Smith. I want to 
encourage the legacy ... and pro-
mote it and prolong it.”

How The Project Came To 
Be

Boguess said he acquired the 
house with two business partners 
in August 2007.

He said he took full owner-
ship of the home after the part-
ners failed to pay their part of the 
mortgage.

Boguess said he began a plan 
to demolish the house and have 
11 townhouses built on the prop-
erty.

Once the house was deemed 
historic, Boguess said he planned 
to construct three townhouses 
on the lot as well as add a second 
fl oor to the historic house.

He said he resubmitted these 
plans to the planning depart-
ment with the inclusion of the 
structure of merit stipulations.

In March 2007, Boguess said, 
he hired a third-party historian to 
do an analysis of the home. The 
historian determined that the 
house was not historic, Boguess 
said.

During the preliminary review 

process for development on the 
property in January 2008, a city 
planning department represen-
tative decided the historic pres-
ervation program needed to get 
involved in the project, Boguess 
said.

After presenting plans to 
build 11 townhouses on the prop-
erty, Boguess said, the historic 
preservation program deemed 
the house a structure of merit. 
He said that this was when he 
changed his plans to three town-
houses, and sat on that idea for 
a while.

Boguess said this is when he 
had time to read “Silent Ges-
tures.”

After complications involv-
ing the number of structures to 
be built behind Smith’s former 
home, Boguess said he contacted 
Councilman Sam Liccardo.

“At the time that I jumped in, 
there was some concerns from 
community members and neigh-
borhoods about the possible de-
struction of the house or deni-

gration of the house by a larger 
development,” Liccardo said. So I 
thought it might be helpful to get 
everyone around a table. We also 
invited many members who have 
been very active in the preserva-
tion of African-American history 
in our community.”

Boguess said the attendees 
included African-American Her-
itage Museum curator Ellen Rol-

lins, an NAACP representative, 
and Battle.

Soon after, Boguess said he 
received an endorsement letter 
from of Battle.

“I’m endorsing that, rather 
than just advertise the town-
houses as rentals to people in San 
Jose, the priority is ... promoting 
to San Jose State students, fac-
ulty and staff,” Battle said.

HOUSE
From Page 1

yeah, no one will park there,” 
Duong said.

Last school year, there were 
24 incidents involving the mis-
use of the signs, and at least fi ve 
were criminal cases, he said.

Some students have had 
to pay up to a $964 fi ne, Laws 
said.

Students aren’t the only ones 
— a lecturer in health science 
was issued a criminal citation 
last year, he said.

Laws said that it’s like cheat-
ing, and that he knows faculty 
wouldn’t want its students pick-
ing up those habits.

Martin Schulter, director of 
the disability resource center, 
said he has heard of staff mem-
bers looking for a legitimate 
way for their physicians to write 
them off for a handicapped 
placard.

He said he would like more 
people to have more dignity.

“Some people think it’s 
very innocent to take mom or 
grandma’s handicap placard,” 
Schulter said.

He said that getting the in-
formation about how wrong 
and illegal it is out will educate 
students and faculty about the 
hardships they can cause on 
people.

Gene Park, a management in-
formational systems major, said 
no one should be abusing hand-
icapped signs, and that $500 
is a reasonable amount to be 

fi ned.
“We’re all adults here,” Park 

said. “Everyone should have the 
same penalty. We all should be 
mature enough not to do stuff 
like that.”

Laws said misusing handi-
capped placards has always 
been an issue.

“Nothing has changed dra-
matically to create this issue,” 
he said.

Laws said rates have not 
raised recently and parking 
seems easier to fi nd.

Federal laws require a cer-
tain number of parking spaces 
for the disabled community, he 

said.
Laws said the campus has 

more than enough spaces for 
those in need of them.

He said there are gates be-
tween parking lots specifi cally 
to protect handicapped drivers.

The least desirable park-
ing locations are the garages, 
Schulter said.

He said the parking lot be-
tween the Engineering building 
and the Administration build-
ing fi lls up the fastest.

“We have quite a few disabled 
members in our community that 
depend on those spaces,” he 
said.

SJSU clamps down on plagiarismMISSING
From Page 1

Twenty-four incidents of misusing handicap placards 
were reported last school year. 

Lidia Gonzalez / Spartan Daily



On Feb. 9, the lecture hall in 
the Art building nearly reached 
capacity with animation and in-
terior design students and ad-
mirers. Raquel Coehlo and Vir-
gina San Fratello presented their 
lecture, “Theory and Practice,” as 
part of the Tuesday night series 
hosted by the SJSU school of art 
and design.

“Technology is being used 
to innovate the whole industry 
in architecture, product de-
sign and animation,” Raychel 
Vonbargen, a senior interior 
design major, said. “They are 
both using computers for 3-D 
modeling.”

Because of a rocky start 
from technical diffi culties, the 
lecture was paused for the fi rst 
15 minutes. Coehlo, an ani-
mator and illustrator, was the 
fi rst speaker.

A native Brazilian and ani-
mation and illustration profes-
sor at SJSU, Coehlo shared her 
experience in the animation 
industry.

“When I came to the States, 
it was an exciting time, because 

it was just before ‘Toy Story,’ 
and 3-D animation was taking 
off,” Coehlo said.

Coehlo was involved with 
feature fi lms and visual ef-
fects, such as the 2006 fi lm, 
“Charlotte’s Web.”

She was a contributor to the 
animation and effects of the 
character of Templeton, the rat.

Coehlo showed the audience 
two clips. The fi rst, a documen-
tary on rats, and the second, a 

clip from “Charlotte’s Web”, 
to compare visual similari-
ties between the real and the 
animated.

“I love the collaboration 
of the industry,” Coehlo said. 
“It is full of invention and 
innovation.”

Virginia San Fratello, archi-
tect and interior design profes-
sor at SJSU, was the second 
lecturer. She is currently a part 
of research and design for the 
architecture company, Rael 
San Fratello.

Fratello’s speaking time was 
cut short 10 minutes because of 
the technical diffi culties.

Fratello said she wanted to 
focus on research in product ar-
chitecture.

“We have proposals for plac-
ing solars (panels) at the border 
of Mexico and America,” Fra-
tello said.

Fratello described their lat-
est design for a product called 
the “Hydra Wall,” which is in-
tended to be a wall panel that 
collects rain runoff into a built-
in gutter, to help condition the 
interior for mediating tempera-
ture and recycling water.

Fratello said this design 
could be especially useful as a 
part of a fi rehouse, where any 
excess water could go directly 

into the fi re trucks for reuse.
“We are thinking of the pro-

duction of design as opposed 
to construction, which is tra-
ditionally the way architects 
work,” Fratello said.

The slideshow included pic-
tures of animated models as 
well as a few real-life models 
for the “Hydra Wall” and the 
“Vertical Garden.”

Among the design inven-
tions proposed by Fratello was 
a portable and infl atable room 
from a backpack, a dining table 
with food portion indentations 
and walls with built-in planters, 
called “The Planter Brick.”

Fratello said the planter 
brick contains a family of indi-
vidually designed white build-
ing bricks to use for outside wall 
construction.

“Using water to cool down 
a house will be neat for the 
future,” said Danny Men, a se-
nior animation and illustration 
major.

Fratello said she believes 
these innovations are the fu-
ture of architecture and interior 
design.

The next Tuesday night 
lecture will include ceramic 
sculpturer Ian McDonald on 
Tuesday, in room 133 in the 
Art building.
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OF THE WEEK
LOOKLOOK

Name: Ming Leung
Year, Major: Senior, graphic design
What inspired your look today? I just 
woke up, found whatever I had and put it on.
What do you hate most about 
fashion? I hate when people don’t have 
a sense of fashion or taste and just wear 
expensive things.
Where are your favorite places to 
shop? I like H&M and Zara. Both stores have 
affordable clothes that always look good.
In what clothing are you most happy? 
I like jeans because you can mix and match 
them with almost anything.   
What is your most treasured item of 
clothing or accessory and why? 
I treasure my watch because it was a present 
from my family. It is really precious to me.

Photo and interview by 
 Hannah Keirns

Innovative animation and 
architecture sparks lecture series
Jenn Elias
Staff Writer

A computer animation of Virginia San Fratello’s built-in plants wall design, “Planter Brick.” 
Fratello says the plants will regulate room temperatures, which will save energy.

Photo courtesy of Virginia San Fratello’s offi cial Web site

 Lecture speaker Raquel Coehlo worked on visual effects for 
“Templeton the Rat” in the 2006 movie “Charlotte’s Web.”

Photo courtesy of Movie Pro Web site
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I loved the article Justin Albert wrote for many 
reasons. 

I used to work at Starbucks for three years and I 
learned how to appreciate a great cup of joe. 

There is a lot that goes into the process of making 
a cup of coffee, latte, macchiato or mocha. 

It’s amazing how a great drink can have such a 
great effect on the rest of your day. 

Most people do not realize how important the 

local barista really is. 
Reading the way Justin Albert described how 

the mint iced macchiato coffee was made and the 
ingredients that went into it made my mouth water. 

I can’t wait to get out of class and go try it for 
myself.

Dennis Ho

Letter to the Editor
This letter is a response to ‘Must-have mint 

mojito’ that appeared on Thursday.

Forty years ago, admitting you 
played “Dungeons & Dragons” was 
admitting you lived in a shroud of so-
cial awkwardness, appeased only by 
the desire to take part in dungeon-
diving with your alternate ego, Hail-
stone Firebrand, your level-36 dwarf 
mage.

Tabletop role-playing games, or 
RPGs, were reserved strictly for those 
with the most “imaginative” mindsets 
and were typically associated with a 
very high degree of social obscurity.

Yet, here I am, a seemingly normal 
individual, enjoying a new generation 
of RPGs reborn in video game form, 
and alas, from the comfort of my 
home in downtown San Jose — not in 
my parent’s murky basement.

What has happened in the last 
four decades?

How did RPGs change from being 
a niche product to a staple genre in 
virtual entertainment?

With people like Dave Chappelle, 
Mila Kunis and Macaulay “Home 
Alone” Culkin playing “World of 
Warcraft,” it’s suddenly obvious to 
me that RPGs have, somewhere down 
the line, become accessible.

This sudden social acceptance of 
RPGs can be attributed to the idea 
that video games have become a sta-
ple medium of digital entertainment, 
right up there with movies and televi-
sion.

No longer is it strange (not too 
strange at least) to talk about video 

games in public. 
In fact, admitting 
you’ve never heard 
of “Call of Duty” or 
“Halo” might prove 
that you’ve been liv-
ing under a rock for 
several years.

RPGs have esca-
lated in accessibility 
right alongside other 
video games, with the 
emergence of several 
sub-genres of RPGs, 
such as massively multiplayer online 
RPGs (MMORPGs), speaking volumes 
for the genre’s evolution from obscu-
rity.

It’s no secret that tabletop RPGs 
required a great deal of imagination, 
with players having to dig through 
entire thousand-page tomes of statis-
tics and lore to supplement their dice-
rolling.

Today’s modern RPGs create per-
sistent virtual worlds where players 
are given the opportunities to slay 
dragons, explore uninhabited planets 
and battle corrupt corporations, all 
while tying in enough narrative and 
back story, to make J.R.R. Tolkien 
proud.

Playing an RPG these days is like 
diving into an interactive movie in 
which the player is the main character, 
creating an immediate relationship 
between the events in the game and 
one’s emotions, further generating a 

greater deal of accep-
tance and accessibil-
ity for the genre.

Take “Mass Effect 
2,” a fairly new RPG 
for the Xbox 360.

In the game, play-
ers fill the boots of 
a hard-bitten space 
commando, whose 
choices throughout 
the game carry heavy 
ramifications affect-
ing the lush and be-

lievable in-game worlds.
The great attention to detail, sense 

of weight and amazing production 
values in these RPGs make them eye-
opening releases that cannot be ig-
nored, contributing to the idea that 
RPGs have become more prominent 
over the years.

Modern RPGs offer an ease of use 
that was unheard of in the days of 
“Dungeons & Dragons.”

Players can simply pop in a disk, 
warm up to the controls, and live out 
embellished fantasy worlds, just as 
they would a movie or television show, 
while still offering a degree of control 
and immersion nonexistent in other 
mediums.

In other words, RPGs have become 
far more socially acceptable than they 
were in the past.

Or maybe I’m just trying to justify 
the next 30 hours of game time I’m go-
ing to pour into “Mass Effect 2.”

On Jan. 27, author and his-
torian Howard Zinn died of a 
heart attack in Santa Monica, 
Calif. — and America lost one 
of its greatest voices of reason, 
sanity and dissent.

Writing for the periodical, 
“The Nation,” just days before 
his death, Zinn wrote, “People 
ought to begin to understand 
that Obama is going to be a 
mediocre president — which 
means, in our time, a danger-
ous president – unless there 
is some national movement 
to push him in a better direc-
tion.”

It was the characteristic 
Zinn candor I had grown to love 
from the moment I fi rst read his 
work as a clueless teenager.

As a historian and activist, 
Zinn was part of the civil rights 
movement and one of the fi rst 
vocal critics of the Vietnam 
War.

He was one among a small 
minority of voices who fear-
lessly spoke truth to power and 
challenged the status quo.

The coverage of Zinn’s death 
by the mainstream press has 
been sparse at best, and it is 
emblematic of the state of the 
mainstream discourse in Amer-
ica today.

These days, it seems the 
overactive libidoes of John 
Edwards and Tiger Woods are 
higher news priorities.

The media’s silence about 
Zinn clearly illustrates what he 

articulated over the course of 
his life.

He wrote eloquently about 
subjects dear to him — from the 
corporatization of the media that 
meticulously shapes the narra-
tive to the virtual criminaliza-

tion of dissent in this country, he 
spoke of the dangers of continu-
ing on this path.

Zinn took on the power elite 
and sided solely with the com-
mon man. In his seminal work, 
“A People’s History of The Unit-
ed States,” he took the traditional 
account of American history and 
turned it on its head, arguing 
America’s true history lay in the 
courage and convictions of aver-
age men and women who made 
the idea of America a reality.

He wrote that high school 
and elementary school textbooks 
about American history tend to 
glorify fi gures, such as Andrew 
Jackson as a soldier, democrat 
and man of the people, but fail 
to point out Jackson as a slave-

holder, land speculator, execu-
tioner of dissident soldiers and 
exterminator of Indians.

Zinn felt that it was the of-
ten-submerged voices of blacks, 
women American Indians, war 
resisters, and poor laborers who 
were the engine that drove most 
if not all extensions of both lib-
erty and equality in U.S. history.

Even in the latter stages of 
his life, Zinn never parsed his 
words, speaking candidly about 
his disappointment with Presi-
dent Obama and his promise to 
uphold constitutional rights.

In “The Nation,” Zinn wrote, 
“I thought that in the area of 
constitutional rights he would be 
better than he has been. That’s 
the greatest disappointment, 

because Obama went to Har-
vard Law School and is presum-
ably dedicated to constitutional 
rights.

“But he becomes president, 
and he’s not making any signifi -
cant step away from Bush poli-
cies.”

Zinn’s most important contri-
bution, however, was his leader-
ship in inspiring average citizens 
to engage and actively partici-
pate in what is speedily becom-
ing a farce of a democracy.

His life was the embodiment 
of the notion that an enlightened 
people are an empowered people 
who possess the power to change 
the course of history.

Thank you Howard Zinn, you 
will be missed.

When it comes 
to Super Bowl 
Sunday, I’m the 
girl who could 
care less about the 
game, but rather 
looks forward to 
the entertaining, 
occasionally con-
troversial ads and 
the halftime show.

In this tough 
economy, I had a 
feeling the halftime 
entertainment wasn’t going to be as 
extravagant as usual, and perform-
ing was The Who. Are you kidding 
me? They’re not even close to being 
in my generation, nor do they visu-
ally excite me.

Joined by a few friends, I got 
comfy on the couch at my boyfriend’s 
apartment. I prepared to enjoy Su-
per Bowl XLIV with a large bowl of 
homemade salsa, chips, dip, a car-
bonated beverage and a big-screen 
TV —  along with millions of other 
Americans.

I had read all over the Internet 
about a controversial anti-abortion 
Super Bowl advertisement to star 
former Heisman Trophy winner Tim 
Tebow and his mother Pam. I was 
defi nitely anxious to see what they 
had to say, despite what I felt was 
an awkward placement for such a 
topic.

Prior to the airing of the ad, left-
wing critics and women’s groups 
were outraged about the offensive 
anti-abortion message they assumed 
was going to be displayed.

About a few minutes into the fi rst 
quarter, the fi rst commercial break 
aired and I waited. I must have 
missed the controversy — I nearly 
blinked and the ad was over.

The commercial ends with a ref-
erence for the audience to fi nd out 
the full details about the Tebows’ 
story by visiting the Web site Focu-
sOnTheFamily.com 

Focus on the Family is a conser-
vative Christian organization pro-
moting the well-being of families 
and importance of healthy family 
values.

There was no 
mention of the 
words “pro-life” 
or “abortion” in 
the ad, leaving it 
up to the audi-
ence to decide if 
it wanted to fi nd 
out more by visit-
ing the site.

Not having 
been totally sure 
that what I saw 
was the sup-

posed anti-abortion ad,  I scoured 
the Internet to fi nd somewhere I 
could play it back — TiVo  defi nitely 
could’ve came in handy. I clicked 
on the fi rst search result I found on 
Google, and watched the ad, ana-
lyzing the 30-second message.

The ad opens with Pam Tebow 
holding up a baby photograph of 
Tim referring to him as “her mir-
acle baby that almost didn’t make 
it into this world,” and how she re-
members so many times during her 
pregnancy when she almost lost 
him.

Before she could continue to ex-
plain the story of what their family 
went through during her pregnancy, 
with the use of clever fi lm editing, 
the audience is shown an illusion of 
her being ‘tackled’ by Tim midsen-
tence — it’s obvious she isn’t really 
tackled by him, but the illusion is 
intended to convey a point.

Knowing a little bit about the 
ad beforehand, I concluded the 
point was her choice not to end her 
pregnancy, despite how Tim’s birth  
could’ve ended her life — hence the 
visual image of her being tackled.

I found nothing offensive about 
the message the Tebows wanted 
to get across. What I got from the 
lighthearted ad was a woman who 
had a complicated pregnancy, with 
an end result being Tim’s birth, and 
how he holds a special place in her 
heart.

I honestly didn’t see what all 
the fuss was over and continued to 
munch on my Super Bowl snacks 
and enjoy the rest of the entertain-
ment.

Melissa Johnson
Staff Writer

Anti-abortion ad 
isn’t game-breaking

Remembering Howard Zinn, center of the people

Justin Albert
Staff Writer

Salman Haqqi
Staff Writer

Out of the basement and onto your TV



The SJSU women’s tennis 
team is feeling good about its 
season, after beating Cal State 
Stanislaus 4-3 on Sunday, said 
SJSU head coach Anh-Dao 
Nguyen-Church.

The win improved the 
team’s record to 2-0 in dual 
meets.

Nguyen-Church said the 
team has been helped by an 
increase in attendance during 
matches this season.

About 100 people showed 
up for the Spartans’ last match 
on Sunday.

That match was tied 2-2 
when Jennifer Williams went 
on to win, after going through 
three tie-break sets.

“I stayed confident through-
out the entire match, and I 
knew I was going to win,” Wil-
liams said. “It should have 
been shorter, but I still won.”

Assistant coach Byron Nepo-
muceno said he was impressed 
by Williams’ performance.

“Jen shows maturity under 
pressure,” Nepomuceno said.

 “Nothing flusters her great 
attitude,” 

Nepomuceno said “Wil-
liams has won crucial matches 
because she doesn’t panic.”

Nepomuceno could be seen 
putting the team through prac-
tice on Tuesday, lobbing balls.

Nepomuceno said he teach-
es his players to be psychologi-
cally tough when they compete 
in their matches.

“There is a lot of psychology 
in the game, such as a player 
coming out and saying, ‘I’m 
going to beat the heck out of 
you,’” Nepomuceno said.

He said he instructs the 

women to agree with the op-
posing player and not to fight.

“Always do the unexpected,” 
Nepomuceno said.

Anna Guzman is now 5-2 
this season, including a 6-2, 
6-4 win on Sunday.

Freshman Chau Trung 
helped the Spartans remain 
perfect in dual meets on Sun-
day by winning her singles 
match 6-0, 6-0.

“I have high hopes for the 
future of this absolutely deter-
mined player,” Nguyen-Church 
said. “The girls can learn from 
her footwork.”

She said she hopes the team 
can feed off of Trung’s inten-
sity and energy for the remain-
der of this season.

The team returns to action  
Feb. 18 when they take on 
Sonoma State.

The Spartans don’t re-
turn home until March 7 at 11 
a.m. when they face Southern 
Utah at the Spartan Tennis 
Complex.

Ben Cadena
Staff Writer

Tennis team wins 
fi rst two matches

Two SJSU hockey players fi ght for the puck during practice Tuesday. The Spartans fi nish 
up the regular season this weekend at the Royal Coach Tours Gold Rush Showcase before 

Judo tournament to be held at SJSU  
Eric Van Susteren
Staff Writer
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The SJSU judo club team will defend its 
home soil in a tournament this Sunday at 10 
a.m. at the Event Center.

“I think we’ll do very well,” head coach 
Yosh Uchida said. “It will give us a chance to 
take a look at some of the younger athletes 
from this year and last year.”

This weekend’s 62nd annual San Jose 
Buddhist Judo Club’s tournament is one of 
the biggest national-level judo tournaments, 
he said.

Senior black belts can earn points for 
qualifi cation in national, Pan-Am, world and 
Olympic level competitions, assistant coach 
Jose Bencosme said.

“I use this tournament as a range to deter-
mine how they’ll do at collegiate and senior 
nationals,” he said. “It’s good to see what 
they need to work on.”

The Senior Nationals will be held in South 
Carolina in May and Collegiate Nationals in 
Texas in April, Uchida said.

“Compared to last year, our team is a lot 
stronger,” Bencosme said.

Senior advertising major Marti Malloy 
said she just returned from a major Euro-

pean tournament, the Belgium Ladies’ Open, 
with a gold medal.

She is one of only three Americans to have 
placed fi rst in the tournament, she said.

“I’m feeling pretty confi dent,” she said. 
“It’s always nice having a tournament on 
home soil.”

Bencosme said that he’s especially look-
ing forward to the 73-kilogram division 
matches.

Senior kinesiology major David Tor-
res will be fi ghting Michael Eldred, the No. 
1-ranked American in the 73-kilogram divi-
sion.

“I’ve fought him many times, so we know 
each other’s styles,” Torres said. “I just have 
to be stronger and more aggressive.”

Undeclared junior Nico Harriman will 
also be competing with some of the top U.S. 
competitors in the 60-kilogram division, 
Bencosme said.

“It’s just another normal tournament for 
me,” Harriman said. “I’m not really thinking 
too much of it.”

Among the other teams competing this 
weekend will be Davis, Berkley, several 
community colleges and other nearby judo 
schools, Uchida said.

Also competing will be 20 elite athletes 

from several schools in Mexico, Uchida said.
Bencosme said he’s also looking forward 

to seeing some of the lower-ranked athletes 
on his club compete.

The club usually brings only the black 
belts to the more distant tournaments, but 
since the San Jose Buddhist Invitational is 
so close, they can bring the whole team, he 
said.

“We want to see if there’s been any im-
provement in the new guys from last year,” 
Uchida said. “We’ll know what kind of ath-
letes we really have from this year.”

On Jan. 1, the International Judo Federa-
tion, which mandates how judo is offi ciated, 
changed the rules regarding leg-grabbing 
throws, according to the USA judo Web site.

Bencosme said the rules were changed 
mainly to eliminate some of the European-
infl uenced wrestling techniques.

“It may affect us — some of us, but we 
teach a traditional stand-up style,” he said. 
“We’ve adapted our style to work with the 
new rules.”

Malloy said she didn’t think the new rules 
would negatively affect her game.

“If anything, I’ll benefi t from it, because 
my style was susceptible to the throws that 
were banned,” she said.
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 Margaret Tseng and Lisset Abad of the SJSU judo club practice Uchi Komis in a second fl oor room of Uchida Hall on Tuesday. 
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