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Dalai Lama visits SJSU
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The 14th Dalai Lama spoke in a teaching at the SJSU Event Center on Wednesday, Oct. 13. 
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Buddhism’s 
leader urges 
universal 
peace and 
compassion   
MATT SANTOLLA
Copy Editor
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Michael Moore to be honored

To support the California Dem-
ocratic Party, President Bill Clin-
ton will be on campus Oct. 17 for a 
voter rally, accompanied by Att or-
ney General Jerry Brown and San 
Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, 
according to the party’s website.

Clinton will be appearing with 
the candidates for governor and 
lieutenant governor to rally dem-
ocratic voter support for the up-
coming gubernatorial election on 
Nov. 2, according to a fl ier for the 
event.

“Th is is really huge for ... SJSU 
because they could have picked 
any school in Northern Califor-
nia, but they picked San Jose,” 
said Alex Wara president of SJSU’s 
Democratic Caucus. “Bill Clinton, 

Jerry Brown and Gavin Newsom 
are very well-known. Hopefully, it 

will motivate people to be inspired 
to vote.”

Th e California Democratic Par-

ty encourages students, communi-
ty members and all eligible voters 
to att end the event to spread the 
word about the importance of vot-
ing, according to the website.

“It will help everyone in att en-
dance get a bett er idea of who they 
are voting for,” said junior chem-
istry major Issac Nguyen. “Th ey 
will probably talk about the issues 
important to the general popula-
tion, so it’s going to be a good op-
portunity to expose yourself to the 
campaign.”

Hector Gonzalez, a junior po-
litical science major, said he thinks 
it’s great that infl uential politicians 
are visiting campus and is hopeful 
for the impact it will have on stu-
dents.

“(Th e rally) will personalize the 

As part of their eff ort to defuse 
rigid gender preconceptions, a group 
called Men Creating Change spoke 
to 18 SJSU students about sex stereo-
types Wednesday aft ernoon in Clark 
Hall.

Th e group is sponsored by nation-
al organization Men Can Stop Rape, 
which provides training materials 
and sponsors the student initiative, 
said discussion leader Quacy Super-
ville.

"Men Creating Change is a sup-
port network where we develop our-
selves," said Superville, a senior busi-
ness marketing major. "Diff erences 
are made not by addressing mass 
groups, but peer-to-peer."

Superville helped found the group 
in 2009 as an off shoot of the sexual 
assault awareness group One in Four.

It was presented through the Of-
fi ce of Student Conduct and Ethi-
cal Development, which deals with 
any violation of the student conduct 
code.

"Th e purpose is to be preventative 
and highlight the education we have 
available in our offi  ce," said Kristo 
Gobin, coordinator from the Offi  ce 
of Student Conduct.

Th e topic of discussion was "Know 
Your Role," discussing gender roles 
in society, which was presented pre-
viously in an altered form last week 
with "Womyn on Womyn's Issues."

Junior English major Tommy 

Support network
aims to break 

sexual stereotypes

President Clinton to rally 
for Democrats at SJSU

MICHIKO FULLER
Staff Writer

JAIMIE COLLINS
Staff Writer

““““

It will help 
everyone in 

attendance get 
a better idea of 
who they are 

voting for.
ISAAC NGUYEN

Junior chemistry major

See CLINTON Page 2 See CHANGE Page 2

Th e 14th Dalai Lama spoke 
of compassion, unity among 
nations and religious toler-
ance to a packed Event Center 
on Wednesday.

“We, as Buddhists, must 
equally respect all religions,” 
he said in his opening speech.

With an audience of thou-
sands, the Dalai Lama spoke 
about topics such as awak-
ening the mind and fi nding 
peace through meditation.

Th e majority of people in 
att endance described them-
selves as practicing Buddhists, 
although many at the event 
were people of other faiths.

“Th e Dalai Lama repre-
sents a lot of wonderful imag-
es of peace and respect, which 
is something that we need on 
campus,” said senior sociol-

Michael Moore will receive an award 
tonight from the Martha Heasley Cox 
Center for Steinbeck Studies for his at-

tempts to bring forth issues which mat-
ter to the common man, according to 
the center’s director.

“We tried to fi nd people that we could 
recognize who we think are representa-
tive of what Steinbeck would have cared 
about in some ways,” Paul Douglass said. 
“But also just people who on their own 
merit have tried to engage the problems 
of everyday working people the way 
Steinbeck did in ‘Th e Grapes of Wrath.’”

Moore is an Academy Award-win-
ning fi lmmaker who makes documen-
taries which bring awareness to societal 
issues he feels are important.

Moore’s documentaries include 
“Bowling for Columbine,” in which he 
discusses the combination of guns and 
high school students, and “Capitalism: A 
Love Story,” focusing on the negative ef-
fects of capitalism can have on a society.

Douglass said the award is called “In 
the Souls of the people,” a phrase which 
comes from chapter 25 of “Th e Grapes 
of Wrath,” a book writt en by John Stein-
beck.

Nathaniel Glazer, a graduate student 
studying philosophy, said as a child, he 
att ended an event featuring Moore, and 
completely disagrees with his politics.

“I don’t think capitalism is the root 
of all evil,” Glazer said. “People by the 
choices they make are evil — not the 
system.”

Despite Moore’s political ideology, 
Glazer said he thinks it is a good for the 
school to have a celebrity come to cam-
pus and talk about issues.

Th e Steinbeck award is the brainchild 
of the people who ran the center 14 years 
ago, Douglass said.

“Th ey decided they wanted to honor 
people whose work and life somehow 

MATT SANTOLLA
Copy Editor

See MOORE Page 8
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Greenman makes an appearance on campus on Tuesday Oct. 12.

current campaign for gover-
nor for students because they 
will experience fi rst hand 
who these people are,” he 
said. “Up until this point, stu-
dents only knew what they 
saw on TV or the Internet, 
but now they get to really 
see who these people are and 
what they are all about.”

With only 20 days left  un-
til the election, the Demo-
cratic Party is using this rally 
as a way to raise support 
throughout California, also 
visiting the UCLA Dickson 
Court on Friday at 7:00 p.m., 
according to the website.

“How oft en do we get to 
host people who are this 
prominent and infl uential?” 
said Th omas Cooper, a se-
nior electrical engineering 
major. “Th is is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity that 
could have a huge impact on 
our campus.”

Jessica Miller, a sopho-
more business management 
major, said students should 

att end because it’s important 
for them to understand who 
is in power.

“You can never know too 
much about a candidate or 
politics,” she said. “I’m sure 
that everyone will learn 
something. It might change 
some people’s minds about 
who they are voting for, or it 
might make them even more 
sure about who they chose.”

Th e political science de-
partment was unavailable 
to comment on the rally, 

but Wara, a senior journal-
ism major, said both SJSU 
and the Democratic Cau-
cus are contributing to the 
event by providing any help 
needed.

Th e rally will be held in 
the SJSU Event Center and is 
free and open to the public. 
Doors open at 6:30 p.m. with 
the event starting at 7:30 
p.m. and people interested 
in att ending need to register 
beforehand, according to the 
Event Center website.

“Students have to show 
that we vote all the time 
and that we really do have 
a voice when it comes to 
electing people,” Wara said. 
“Hopefully, this rally and 
all the campaigning that has 
been going on will motivate 
students.”
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CLINTON
From Page 1

Trull assisted Superville in facil-
itating the discussion between 
students.

Trull said he joined Men 
Creating Change recently be-
cause he wants to be a police 
offi  cer.

"I thought it would help 
me have more insight into vio-
lence," he said.

Students were invited to 
participate in a pre-quiz to the 
discussion to break the ice and 
start conversation on questions 
such as whether it's okay to 
whistle at women on the street.

Typical male characteristics 
were listed, as well as the roles 
men connect with in society.

"Does anyone know what 
a pimp is?" Superville said. 
"What's the defi nition of a play-
er?"

When images of sex symbols 
Wonder Woman and Megan 
Fox were displayed on the pro-
jection screen, students sug-
gested terms such as cougar, 
thin, catt y and sexy to describe 
the images.

Th e discussion compared 
male and female stereotypes 
between slides, while adding 
to the list of male and female 
adjectives volunteered in con-
versation.

"It was relevant to daily life," 
said freshman chemistry major 
Mark Simonini. "It was interest-
ing to hear what other people 
thought about the topics."

Drawing a red box around 
each stereotype's associated 

words, Superville asked how 
men and women are put into 
these roles.

Media, traditions and adver-
tising are major infl uences on 
gender roles, but Superville said 
authority fi gures and peers are 
the greatest perpetrators of ste-
reotypes.

"I really liked going over the 
stereotypes," said freshman bi-
ology major Alyssa McFarlane.

She said she felt the discus-
sions were accurate to what she 
has seen in her experience.

Personal role models were 
listed and the qualities associat-
ed with students' grandfathers, 
mothers and other ideals were 
non-gender specifi c.

"Th e goal is to share what we 
know," Superville said. "Even 
through normal conversations, 
we talk about real issues."

CHANGE
From Page 1

MicroMobs, a new net-
working website, has pro-
vided a way for teachers 
and students to hold dis-
cussions outside the class-
room, said the website's 
co-founder.

The website provides a 
group messaging service 
and is the easiest way to 
manage and communicate 
with multiple groups, Ajay 
Kamat said.

"MicroMobs began 
when my co-founder and 
I realized it was very dif-
ficult to communicate 
with other students in a 
course," he said. "Both of 
us went to public univer-
sities where you can have 
lectures of 400-plus peo-
ple. While there was cer-
tainly a wealth of knowl-
edge amongst those 400 
people, it was very difficult 
to access."

He said that people 
can't add each other on 
Facebook because they 
don't know each other, 
and no other website was 
sufficient.

"It organizes group 
communication," said Jeff 
McNulty, a senior busi-
ness finance major and 
employee at MicroMobs. 
"It streams from all the 
groups you're involved 
with, so instead of hopping 
around on bookmarks and 
whatnot, you have discus-

sion forums. You log on 
and you have everything 
all in one stream."

McNulty said the web-
site's biggest competitor 
right now is Desire2Learn, 
but it takes a while to navi-
gate and find certain dis-
cussions.

"The format is aestheti-
cally pleasing and easy to 
use," he said. "We talked to 
a lot of our users and that’s 
the main reason why they 
continue to use the site."

McNulty said it was a 
great way for students and 
teachers to communicate.

"What’s been going well 
for teachers is that we can 
join him or her with an 
entire class," he said. "And 
instead of a bunch of stu-
dents e-mailing a lot of the 
same questions, the teach-
er can answer it in front 
of the entire class. It’s an 
excellent tool and cuts out 
a lot of work for them in 
certain classes."

McNulty said one of his 
teachers caught on to Mi-
croMobs and is using it in 
three of her classes already.

"I created it for her and 
invited everyone," he said. 
"I've been tracking the 
communication and the 
students have been an-
swering their own ques-
tions. A lot of students 
have the same questions 
with the same problem 
and she’s been able to do 
pretty well with it."

Ann Kalinowski, a busi-

ness marketing and deci-
sion sciences professor at 
SJSU, said she encourages 
students to use Micro-
Mobs as a learning tool.

"When students discuss 
things with other people, 
they solidify their own no-
tions and they understand 
better," she said. "It’s help-
ful to talk about the home-
work problems."

Kalinowski said stu-
dents can post questions 
that either she or other 
students can answer.

"When I was an under-
graduate, we would spend 
a lot of time outside of 
class just discussing ideas," 
she said. "If my students 
could do that, I would be 
very pleased."

Co-founder Kamat said 
he believes collaboration 
is one of the best ways to 
learn.

"Being able to easily 
join a group and contrib-
ute to a decision with 
your peers is important 
for students," he said. "Mi-
croMobs sends notifica-
tions and daily digests so 
that students know when 
there are updates on the 
threads."

Kamat said if students 
with a last-minute ques-
tion before an exam or 
trouble on a problem set 
can ask the entire class, 
including the teacher and 
teacher's assistant, which 
will give a much more 
helpful response.

The home page of micromobs.com.

Social networking comes 
to the classroom
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CAMPUS VOICES BY: ALEXANDRA RUIZ-HUIDOBRO

It’s freaking 
amazing. I think 
it’s great that 
we have a 
high-ranking 
member within 
the Democratic 
Party that’s say-
ing we need to 
mobilize because 
if we do not we 
are going to sit 
there and turn 
the state red.

Senior
Hospitality

It makes us 
unique. I don’t 
agree with a lot 
of his policies but 
he was a pretty 
good president 
and left our 
country in good 
shape when he 
left the White 
House.

Senior
Political science

I still remember 
the stories of 
him and that girl. 
If he wants to 
come here and 
represent some-
thing else and 
not bring that up, 
its alright. I don’t 
mind that.

Sophomore
Theater arts

It’s wonderful. 
It will be nice 
to have a semi-
honest politician 
on campus for 
once.

Junior
Psychology

MARIO
ALVARIDO

It’s going to be 
great because I 
went to Rock the 
Vote and more 
people cared 
about listening to 
Bobby Brackins 
singing than the 
guy from A.S. try-
ing to talk about 
voting.

Senior 
Business
Management

I think it’s cool. I 
think that people 
forget about 
voting. We’re so 
busy with school. 
It’s really easy to 
forget and we 
kind of leave it 
to our parents to 
do. I think it’s 
really important.

Senior 
Health
Science

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF FORMER 
PRESIDENT CLINTON COMING TO CAMPUS?

RAYMOND
DURK

ALEX
WEBSTER

WILSON
KONG

JOO-HWAN
JUN

SAMI
MOROTTI
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The director of student 
conduct and ethical affairs 
and a violence prevention 
health educator came as 
guest speakers for the Brown 
Bag Lunch Series in Building 
BB on Wednesday at 1:30.

Staci Gunner and Jennifer 
Gacutan-Galang both went 
through abusive relation-
ships in their lives, and they 
are now committed to teach-
ing the next generation.

“I do the work I do, be-
cause I do not want my life 
experiences to have been for 
nothing,” Gacutan-Galang 
said. “Who is going to learn 
from it if I don’t?”

Mallory Vieira, a senior 
women’s studies major, 
who has been to one of the 
Brown Bag Lunch Series 
events before, said she came 
to the event because she re-
spects Gunner and Gacutan-
Galang.

“I absolutely adore Staci 

and Jennifer, and I admire 
the work they do,” Vieira 
said. “I think what I would 
take away is the advice Staci 
gave to herself. I have a ten-

dency to overwhelm myself.”
The lecture was presented 

as a dialogue between the 
two speakers, with each ask-

ing a question in the third 
person.

For example, Staci would 
ask “How would you de-
scribe your relationship with 
Staci?” as if she were not ac-
tually Staci.

“I wanted it to be more 
intimate and for Jen and I 
to be more surprised,” Gun-
ner said. “We were curious 
about each other, and we 
wanted the students to be 
curious as well.”

Through their back-and-
forth dialogue, the two es-
tablished where they came 
from and what they went 
through in the past.

They also described 
the close friendship they 
have established working 
with each other for three 
years.

“There are not very many 
staff members who are al-
ways agreeing to things,” 
Gacutan-Galang said. “Staci 
is always reprioritizing her 
to-do list.”

Gunner also brought up 

the supportive aspect of the 
relationship.

“Jen reminds me to keep 
fighting,” Gunner said.

One of the main messages 
of the talk was to encourage 
students to believe in and 
listen to themselves.

“I was always seeking the 
approval of my boyfriend,” 
Gacutan-Galang said. “It is 
important to know your own 
worth, otherwise you will al-
ways be searching.”

Gunner said she believes 
in slowing down and not 
overworking one’s self.

“I would say ‘stop,’” she 
said about her college self. 
“I kept chasing after titles. I 
never stopped and smelled 
the roses, but instead I tram-
pled them.”

After the lecture, the 
11 students in attendance 

were given the opportunity 
to ask questions or ask for 
advice.

Bonnie Sugiyama, the 
assistant director for the 
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transexual and Women’s 
Resource Center, said this is 
the second year the Brown 
Bag Lunch Series has been at 
SJSU, and it takes place one 
semester a year.

The series consists of 
five speakers, and after 
Wednesday’s presentation, 
there will be two more, ac-
cording to the flier for the 
series.

The first speaker was 
Kate Evans, who discussed 
what it takes to get into the 
publishing industry, accord-
ing to the flier.

Sugiyama said that the 
meetings are open to every-

body, including staff and fac-
ulty and they are a good way 
to get to know people.

“It is a community-build-
ing type of event,” Sugiyama 
said. “It is about getting to 
know where people come 
from and why they do what 
it is they do.”

Gacutan-Galang said she 
is not only teaching stu-
dents, but also herself.

“I wouldn’t do my work if 
I weren’t learning, because 
otherwise I would be bored,” 
Gacutan-Galang said.

Gunner echoed this senti-
ment.

“Just because we have 
masters degrees doesn’t 
mean we can’t learn from 
students,” Gunner said. 
“Maybe I have a doctorate, 
but I didn’t grow up in your 
environment.”

KENNY MARTIN
Staff Writer

““

““

I do the work 
I do because 

I do not 
want my life 

experiences to 
have been for 

nothing.
JENNIFER 

GACTUAN-GALANG
Violence prevention 
health coordinator

Mentors advise students with lunchtime presentation
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‘The Seagull’ delivers emotional performance

Jazz orchestra opens concert season on a high note 

Anton Chekhov’s famous line, 
“Write only of what is important 
and eternal,” was proven true by the 
the department of television, radio, 
fi lm, theatre, animation and illus-
tration in a riveting performance of 
“Th e Seagull” on Saturday night in 
the Hal Todd Th eatre.

“Th e Seagull” is a play writt en by 
Anton Chekhov in 1895.

“I think that this is actually a very 
important play in the history of the-
ater because this is a play where An-
ton Chekhov and Stanislavski came 
together and redefi ned the way act-
ing happened,” said Laura Long, the 
play’s director. “It is a really impor-
tant play for how we get to the way 
we act in modern times.”

Long said the play is about art-
ists, writers and what it takes to en-
ter this world.

“For my students, this is what 
they are training to do,” she said. “So 
it is really kind of an interesting ex-
ploration.”

Marena Domingo-Young, a se-
nior theater arts major, shined as the 
youthful, fame-thirsty Nina.

“Nina is the catalyst for a lot of 
the things in the play,” Domingo-
Young said. “She is this naive, young 
girl with big dreams of being an ac-
tress.”

She said Nina is dating a boy who 
is att empting to be a playwright 
and she ends up falling in love with 
somebody else.

“It is just kind of a huge mess 
that she is kind of the cause of, 
but also serving the consequenc-
es for,” Domingo-Young said.

Domingo-Young’s chemistry 
with Kevin Wulf who played an 
established writer, Trigorin, was 
strong and well established.

Senior Cory Censoprano 
played the role of Konstantine.

“Konstantine is a 25-year-
old failure-to-launch struggling 
artist-slash-writer,” Censoprano 
said. “Konstantine is perhaps 
the most intellectual character in 
this play, but he cannot portray 
his wonderful ideas out in the 
open world so people laugh in 
his face. For 25 years of his life it 
has been like that, and it is build-
ing up as a threshold almost to 
the point where he loses it.”

Th e prop that was used to rep-
resent a dead seagull was very fake 
and almost toy-ish, which took away 
from Censoprano’s otherwise con-
vincing mental breakdown.

Kristen Majetich played the role 
of Arkadina, who is an actress and 
is Konstantine’s selfi sh and critical 
mother.

Majetich did an extraordinary 
job and was able to show the audi-

ence a bit of humanity in such a cli-
che evil-mother role, particularly in 
the scene where she is wrapping her 
son’s bandage.

Th e costumes were well executed. 
Th ey helped the story line to move 
along and showed changes in wealth 
and moods, but I felt the makeup 
could have been bett er.

Drew Jones played the role of 
Dorn, a 55-year-old doctor.

Although Jones delivered a be-
lievable performance as a fl irtatious 
doctor, a few wrinkles drawn on his 
boyish face may have aided as a re-
minder of the character’s age.

Jones’ lines oft en repeated his 
age or commented, “Youth, youth,” 
which just made the audience 
laugh.

Th e play ends on a sad note and 
the audience fi ltered out quietly.

“Th is one has a really deep kind 
of pull at humanity and it makes 
you refl ect on what kind of person 
you are and how you interact with 
people,” Domingo-Young said of 
the play. “It is kind of a diff erent 
level.”

Long said her cast and crew put 
their hearts and souls into this play 
and I could believe that.

“It is not an easy play emotion-
ally and they have all worked so 
hard,” she said. “I am very proud of 
where they have gott en to and it is 
special to me.

“I hope it is special to the audi-
ence. Opening night I have never 
seen so many people cry in all my 
life. It was interesting that we could 
take them there.”

“Th e Seagull” will play again 
through Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. in the Hal 
Todd Th eatre.

Th e saxophones, trumpets, trombones and 
bass were all tuned and ready for SJSU’s fi rst 
Jazz Orchestra concert of the school year at 
7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Oct. 12,  in the Music 
building Concert Hall.

SJSU shared the stage with the West Valley 
Jazz Ensemble for a show that went well and 
had a lot of energy, said senior trumpet player 
Ricky Hall.

“Performances bring out the best,” Hall 
said. “Even when a player is off  in practice, it 
always comes together for the show.”

West Valley started off  the evening with 
four performances, including Don Menza’s 
“Dizzyland,” which included solos from each 
of the fi ve trumpet players.

Led by Gus Kambeitz, a professor of music 
at West Valley College in Saratoga, the Jazz 
Ensemble performed a piece by SJSU’s jazz 
studies coordinator own Aaron Lington.

“It is more than a treat to have them play 
one of my compositions,” Lington said of 
West Valley’s performance of “Spinner.”

Freshman music major, Sophie Powers, 
said she came out to see her friends and be-
cause she likes big-band music.

“West Valley looked like they really en-

joyed playing together,” she said. “It made it 
fun to listen to them.”

For the fi rst song, “Who  me,” trumpet 
player Daniel Schumacher misplaced his 
music folder, forcing him to spend that time 
looking for it.

When the song ended, Lington asked the 
West Valley players, who were now in the au-
dience, to look at their own folders to make 
sure it was in fact, their own.

“Th e folders look the same, can you check 
for me?” he asked.

One of West Valley’s saxophone play-
ers held up the missing folder as the crowd 
laughed.

“Daniel will be really strong on the last 
song, because he played one less song than 
everyone else,” Lington said jokingly.

Th e SJSU Jazz Orchestra followed with 
another Foster composition entitled “Shiny 
Stockings,” which featured a piano solo by 
student Nichole Boaz.

Playing eight compositions, SJSU off ered 
a “wide variety of diff erent ensembles,” Ling-
ton said.

SJSU also played “Mambo Diablo,” the 
second Lington composition of the evening.

Th is piece has one of the most evil notes 
in all music, the tritone, Lington said to the 
audience.

“I thoroughly resolve myself from all evil 
you may take part in when you leave here to-
night,” he said.

Following this, SJSU played “Long Yel-
low Road” by Toshiko Akiyoshi, and ended 
the evening with “Em Uma Semana” by Alan 
Baylock.

Th e last piece was diff erent from anything 
else SJSU played, Lington said.

“For my fi rst big-band concert here, I 
thought San Jose State was great,” said So-
phie Powers. “Th ey had great energy.”

Senior trombone player Danny Owens 
said it was a great performance with great 
music.

“It off ered a lot of varying styles,” he said. 
“Jazz is an umbrella word that covers many 
styles.”

Lington encouraged everyone to come see 
the variety that is off ered.

“Th ere are concerts in here almost every 
other night of the week,” he said.

Th e Wind Ensemble plays tonight, Oct. 
14, at 7:30 p.m. in the Concert Hall.
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husband Trigorin played by Kevin Wulf in “The Seagull.”

CALLI PEREZ
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Since former SJSU golf star 
Isaac Weintraub graduated in 
2004, he’s struggled to make it 
big as a pro. But after qualifying 
for today’s Frys.com Open, his 
first Professional Golf Associa-
tion Tour event, Weintraub has 
the opportunity to avenge those 
struggles and make a splash in 
the sport.

“When I think of getting 
emotional about it, it’s more in 
terms of my friends and family 
to see me go from a San Jose 
State player to a struggling Ca-
nadian Tour pro to now playing 
in a PGA Tour event,” Wein-
traub said.

Weintraub outlasted 17 oth-
er golfers to win the Frys.com 
Open qualifying event in Sep-
tember by four strokes, earning 
him a spot in the 132-player 
field at CordeValle Golf Club in 
San Martin, Calif.

Weintraub said he was un-
aware of his standing in the 
tournament while he was play-
ing, although he was hopeful 
that his round of six-under par 
would be good enough to win.

When Weintraub discovered 
he won the qualifying event, he 
said his friend who was watch-
ing him was more excited than 
he was.

“Like Tim Lincecum said 
right after he struck out 14 the 
other night, I was still kind of 
in game mode,” the Santa Cruz 
native said, adding that it took 
a while for it to 
sink in.

John Kenna-
day, the current 
SJSU men’s golf 
head coach and 
one of Wein-
traub’s personal 
coaches, said 
Weintraub con-
tinues to be a big 
part of the SJSU 
golf program.

“He’s been a 
great Spartan,” 
Kennaday said. 
“He’s been out 
at practice, he’s 
helped the guys 
on the team — 
he’s everything 
you would ever 
want from an 
alum.”

Weintraub’s  ca-
reer hit a high at 
SJSU, where he 
was a two-time 
All-Western Ath-
letic Conference 
golfer in his four-year career 
that ended in 2004.

“Playing college golf is one 
of the coolest things ever,” he 
said. “You get to travel around 

the country with five of your 
best friends, playing golf. Right 
about your senior year, you 
start to realize, boy, I’m going 
to have to figure this all out for 

myself in the real 
world.”

When his col-
lege days ended, 
Weintraub went 
pro in the Cana-
dian Tour, where 
he played from 
2005-2009.

He also played 
against some of 
the best players 
in the world on 
the European 
Challenge Tour 
in 2007 and 
2008, but he said 
this tournament 
will be a defining 
moment in his 
career.

“There’s not 
that many people 
in the world that 
can say they’ve 
played in a PGA 
Tour event,” 
Weintraub said. 
“Obviously, I 
don’t plan on 

this being my one and only 
shot. Still, the first one is going 
to be exciting.”

Weintraub said injuries 
played a part in his recent strug-

gles, adding that he’s healthy for 
the first time in two years.

“Injuries are a part of the 
game of golf,” said Lawrence 
Fan, SJSU’s sports information 
director. “ Isaac is healthy right 
now at the right time in terms 
of advancing his professional 
career.”

Kennaday said he knew 
something was special about 
Weintraub the first time he 
struck a golf ball.

“I could just tell right off the 
bat,” Kennaday said. “You could 
just tell by how he hits it and 
how solid he hits it.”

Weintraub said he wouldn’t 
count himself out from winning 
the four-day tournament.

“If I play my game to the best 
of my ability and I stick to my 
guns the way I know how to 
play golf, I don’t see any reason 
why I can’t compete with ev-
eryone at this tournament, and 
I’ve done it before in the past,” 
he said.

Weintraub said in the com-
ing months he will attempt to 
earn a PGA Tour card through 
the 2010 PGA Tour Qualifying 
Tournament, but for now he is 
focused on the Frys.com Open.

"I’m playing in a PGA Tour 
event, 45 minutes from home, 
all my friends and family are 
coming — I’m excited about 
just playing the tournament," 
Weintraub said.

Th e SJSU football team 
will face No. 3 Boise State in 
its second Western Athletic 
Conference game of the sea-
son this Saturday at Spartan 
Stadium.

Th e Broncos (5-0, 1-0 
WAC) will be the fi ft h ranked 
team the Spartans (1-5, 0-1 
WAC) have played this year 
and are the highest ranked 
team to ever play at Spartan 
Stadium.

"I defi nitely feel like we're 
playing the No. 1 team in the 
nation again," said head coach 
Mike MacIntyre. "Our football 
team has played the hardest 
schedule in the history of the 
school and our young men are 
excited about playing Boise."

Th e team achieved a num-
ber of season highs during last 
Saturday's game against Ne-
vada, including its best total in 
yards gained with 372.

Th e Spartan defense also 
caught two interceptions, and 

freshman kicker Harrison 
Waid punted twice for more 
than 60 yards.

Waid said he had never 
punted for more than 60 yards 
before in his football career.

"We played prett y well this 
game, we could have done bet-
ter," Waid said aft er Saturday's 
game against Nevada. "Th ere's 
litt le things here and there, but 
we're going to come back next 
game and give Boise a run for 
their money."

MacIntyre said Waid has 
already improved a lot this 
season.

"He's just a freshman and 
he punts and kicks for us," Ma-
cIntyre said. "He's had some 
rough beginnings, which I 
knew he would as a freshman, 
but he's kicking off  well, his 
onside kick is good, he kicks 
fi eld goals good, he's punt-
ing good now. Hopefully he'll 
get a couple opportunities in 
these next games to get some 
game winning fi eld goals."

He said the team has been 
working to correct the amount 

of penalties called on it.
"We have been working on 

trying to rectify that," he said. 
"We've shot ourselves in the 
foot a couple times, so I think 
it's just a matt er of us moving 
the ball now. We're starting to 
get more eff ective. We're start-
ing to get a rhythm. Eventually 
one of those runs will pop, a 
pass will happen and we won't 
jump off sides as we've been 
doing."

MacIntyre said part of 
the issue is that the team as a 
whole is young.

"We have a freshman cen-
ter, a freshman guard, fresh-
men receivers, a tackle that's 
moved to tight end," he said. 
"With all those situations, a lot 
of things happen new for them 
with movement, so I think we 
are starting to mature in that 
area. We've just got to get in 
the end zone when we have 
the opportunities to."

Junior cornerback Alex 
Germany said the defense is 
working hard to correct last 
week's mistakes.

"We've just been taking it 
back to fundamentals, wrap-
ping up, gett ing our head 
across and just doing what 
we've already been coached to 

do, just overemphasizing ev-
erything and being real physi-
cal at practice," Germany said.

He said the team is pre-
pared to take on Boise and its 

quarterback Kellen Moore.
"We know he's a great play-

er," Germany said. "We just 
have to do our jobs, communi-
cate, and play our coverages."
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Isaac Weintraub will play today in the fi rst 
event of the PGA Tour. Weintraub won the 
qualifying event over 17 other golfers to 
earn a spot on the Frys.com Open.

P
H

O
T

O
: C

L
IF

F
O

R
D

 G
R

O
D

IN
| S

P
A

R
T

A
N

 D
A

IL
Y

Freshman kicker Harrison Waid punts after the off ense was unable to convert to a 
fi rst down during Saturday’s game against the University of Nevada.

SJSU alumnus will shoot for the PGA
JOEY AKELEY
Senior Staff Writer

MELISSA SABILE
Sports Editor

““

““

If I play my 
game to 

the best of 
my ability 
and I stick 

to my guns 
the way I 

know how 
to play golf, 
I don’t see 
any reason 
why I can’t 
compete ...

ISAAC WEINTRAUB
Former SJSU golfer

Spartans prepare to break the Broncos
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Oct. 14

An Evening with Michael 
Moore
Place: Morris Dailey Auditorium
Time: 7 p.m.
Tickets: $25 reserved, $15 students

Oct. 16

Rass-Garba 2010
Place: Barrett Ballroom, Student Union
Time: 8 - 11 p.m.

Oct. 19

SJSu Concert Choir
Place: Music Concert Hall
Time: 12:30 - 1:15 p.m.
For more information contact Prof. Joan Stubbe: (408) 924-4649

Oct. 21

Career Fair
Place: Barrett Ballroom, Student Union
Time: 12 - 4 p.m.

Alternative Transportation Day
Place: A.S. BBQ Pits
Time: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Oct. 23

Immigration Conference
Place: Student Union Building
Time: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
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In response to the Oct. 4  feature 
story ʻProposition 19 polarizes 
Californiaʼ:

I found the article on Proposition 19 very inter-
esting, especially because I live in a 420-friendly 
household. Most of my roommates have their 
club cards, but I believe that legalizing marijua-
na would be a lot easier than getting your card 
renewed every year.

Since Iʼm not a U.S. citizen, I wonʼt be able to 
vote yes on this issue. But I do believe that vot-
ing yes will have a positive impact on California, 
especially releasing nonviolent marijuana offend-
ers, since our jails are overcrowding and space 
is needed for murderers and rapists, not people 
who like to get high and relax.

The concern about people driving under the 
infl uence is kind of a joke, since all weed really 
does is relax you and make you probably a bet-
ter driver since you will be more cautious and 
follow the speed limit.

When it comes to the classroom, half the class 
already comes to school high, and so far nobody 
has any problems concentrating and there are 
no interruptions in class because of it. I believe 
that the right to smoke is up to the individual, 
and just because it is legal, it will probably not 
even increase the number of marijuana smokers 
on campus or in our community.

Kat Neubrand, Advertising 

In response to the Oct. 4  feature 
story ʻProposition 19 polarizes 
Californiaʼ:

While I unambiguously agree that marijuana 
should be legalized, there is another side to this 
proposition that is concerning.

How can we trust that the money that is gen-
erated by legalizing marijuana will go to help 
Californiaʼs debt problem?

The government set the same goal before when 
they legalized the sale of tobacco products.

The revenue that the government received from 
tobacco sales clearly did not go to our debt, so 
where did it go?

These questions make me wonder if the money 
that is made off marijuana will ever help Califor-
nia or will it go to a new sports car?

We as Californians must investigate and moni-
tor the revenue that marijuana produces to make 
sure that this time around it goes to the right in-
vestments.

Alexandra Call, Art History

In response to the Oct. 7 news story 
ʻBlood drive suspension continuesʼ:

It was an admirable decision on the part of 
administration, representative of other affected 
parties, to suspend on campus blood drives in an 
attempt to correct an anachronistic FDA mandate 
that discriminates against gays. 

But at what point in time does the suspension 
lose its meaningful intent, become passé, and 
advert the common good, that is, the public 
ʻschoolingʼ of young adults to “give life.” 

Might it not be a worthy consideration to al-
low blood drives, then stage public protests at 
these events, consistently raising awareness of 
the issue; and follow up with letters to the Ameri-
can Red Cross and the FDA? (As someone who 
gives blood every 8-9 weeks at the ARC SJ blood 
bank, the issue is close to my heart.)

Michael Fallon, Associate Director SJSU Cen-
ter for Community Learning & Leadership (CCLL). 
Lecturer, Sociology

Letters to the editor

Courtesy of Vimooz.com



On Oct. 7, America marked 
the ninth full year of its once 
lauded, now criticized War in 
Afghanistan.

As the confl ict begins its 10th 
year, things are bogged down, 
news is bleak and the war seems 
as if it will never end.

How do you win a war in a 
country that has been contuous-
ly at war for over 30 years?

Th roughout history Afghani-
stan has been the graveyard of 
empires.

Anyone who has paid at-
tention to the “War on Terror” 
knows the story of the Soviet 
Union’s invasion of Afghani-
stan in 1979 following a bloody 
coup. 

Th is is the confl ict in which 
the CIA began arming anti-com-
munist mujahedeen warriors to 
fi ght off  the Soviet invasion, one 
of whom was Osama bin Laden.

Aft er the Soviets left  and the 
CIA abandoned the mujahedeen 
warriors, Afghanistan lay in ruins 
while various warlords fought for 
control in the Afghan Civil War. 

Th e Islamic extremist regime known as 
the Taliban ultimately took over the country 
in 1996 until U.S. Special Forces toppled the 
regime in 2001.

All that confl ict and fi ghting for control of 
those lands has made the peoples of Afghani-
stan very resilient and resistant to foreign-
imposed rule.

So what is it that makes America think it can 
win this war? Forget the comparisons of Iraq to 
Vietnam, Afghanistan is a much bett er compar-
ison to the dragged out Vietnam War.

It was hard to see a silver lining in Vietnam, a 
war we entered cautiously to prevent the spread 
of communism. We failed to prevent the North 
Vietnamese Army and Viet Cong from captur-
ing South Vietnam.

It is hard to see any good that has come from 
invading Afghanistan, a country we entered to 

topple an extremist regime in 
order to cut the head off  of al-
Qaida.

We failed to fi nd and kill bin 
Laden, we failed to eradicate al-
Qaida, and we failed to prevent 
the Taliban from coming back.

As bad as the War in Iraq was, 
the country is slowly starting to 
function again.

Afghanistan, with its long his-
tory of foreign rule and division 
into subregions ruled by diff er-

ent warlords, is still bogged 
down by its old way of life.

Ultimately, not putt ing any 
fi nishing touches on the War 
in Afghanistan and focusing 
on Iraq allowed those anti-U.S. 
forces within the country to 
come back with a vengeance.

At this point our only op-
tion is to continue to help 
the Karzai government by 
preventing the Taliban from 
regaining control, preventing 
any terror att acks on Afghan 
cities and trying to save some 
face and leave with dignity.

We have found our-
selves in the midst of two wars that 
will not be remembered for having 
small political victories, but for the repeated 
att acks by insurgents that have led to U.S. 
casualties.

As Veterans Day approaches, let us not for-
get those who have fought and returned home 
only to go back again, as well as those that have 
died.

As for a nice wrap-up to the War in Afghani-
stan, complete with a litt le bow on top, we are 
only deluding ourselves if we think any good 
will come from our extended stay in that war 
torn land.

In similar fashion to her Disney-
endorsed predecessors, Miley Cyrus 
is making sure everyone knows that 
she is not a litt le girl anymore.

In her most recent music video 
“Who Owns My Heart,” Miley can 
be seen lying on a bed wearing noth-
ing but underwear and a tank top, and 
includes some very sexual scenes.

Normally I would not mind this, 
as it is normal practice for pop-star 
divas to have this kind of image.

However, when you realize that 
Miley is still only 17 years old, is fi lm-
ing episodes for her Disney Channel 
television show “Hannah Montana,” 
and that she is the idol of millions of 
young girls worldwide, you begin to 
wonder why she is in such a hurry 
to change her image from one of 
innocence to, well, being a slut.

It’s not like she is on the down-
swing of her career or is in fi nancial 
ruin and drastically needs an image 
change.

In fact, when you look back at 
other Disney girls who quickly 
changed their image from rated PG 
to R, it only ended up hurting their 
careers.

We all know what happened to 
Britney Spears, and Lindsay Lohan 
is bett er known for her drug and al-
cohol abuse rather than her music 
or movie career these days.

Th e Parents Television Council, 
whose membership includes Billy 
Ray Cyrus, Miley’s father, blasted 

the video for its sexual themes, 
saying she is too eager to distance 
herself from the young fan base she 
built her fame and fortune upon.

I think this is simply a case of a 
girl who is too pampered, too rich 
and too full of herself to look at the 
big picture surrounding her.

She has a $3.4 million house that 
she bought and lives in, her fran-
chise is estimated to be worth $1 
billion and she’s one of the biggest 
celebrities in the world.

I don’t think anyone is going to 
tell her how to live her life.

Following the practically top-
less photo shoot she took for Van-
ity Fair back when she was 15 years 
old, Billy Ray Cyrus said that if he 
had been there and known she was 
taking those types of pictures, he 
would not have allowed it.

At least he was angry, but the 
fact that he wasn’t even aware of the 
photo shoot prior to them being 
published shows how short a reign 
her parents hold over Miley, who 
isn’t going to legally be an adult until 
November of 2010.

It’s about time Miley’s parents put 
her on the right path before she ends 
up drugged up and bald in rehab.

Attempts by outsiders have been 
made, however.

For example, Miley left the 
2009 Grammy Awards early in an 
angry fit because the band Radio-
head had no interest in obliging to 
her request to hang out with her.

In retaliation, Miley vowed to 
“ruin” them.

Instead of issuing an apology or 
claiming it was a misunderstand-
ing like almost every other artist 
would have done after an incred-
ibly successful tween who is bare-
ly old enough to drive threatens 
them, Radiohead provided this 
simple response:

“When Miley grows up, she’ll 
learn not to have such a sense of 
entitlement.”

Cheers, Radiohead, for trying 
to put Miley Cyrus back in her 
place.

If only someone had been there 
to do the same thing for Britney 
Spears or Lindsay Lohan, the 
world could have been a better 
place.

When I was little, I was 
told to just be myself and 
everything would be fine.

That was a lie.
I was also told that it 

didn’t matter what others 
thought about me.

That was a lie, too.
Those pieces of advice, 

cornerstones of childhood 
philosophy and comfort, 
were falsehoods perpetuat-
ed by parents, teachers, Fred 
Rogers and the denizens of 
Sesame Street.

In the world of grownups, 
the opinions of others actu-
ally do matter.

In the Facebook Age, 
their opinions matter even 
more.

I’ve been admonished by 
teachers, career counselors 
and even friends to clean 
up my Facebook profile — 
not just by untagging my-
self from (if not removing 
entirely) some of the more 
questionable photos, but 
also by deleting statuses 
made in a fit of pique and 
unliking some of my more 
childish interests.

I’m looking at you, “I tilt 
my arm in the shower so 

water shoots out of my finger 
tips!” and “I Will Go Slightly 
Out Of My Way To Step On 
A Crunchy-Looking Leaf.”

But does a Facebook, 
MySpace or Friendster pro-
file that’s been scrubbed 
clean of mid-revelry photo 
tags, purged of wrathful sta-
tus updates and had every last 
interest and “Like” sanitized 
for the purpose of pleasing a 
potential employer even re-
flect the person who created 
that profile?

Does it reflect you? Does 
it even reflect someone you 
want to be?

At best, a filled-out social 
networking profile paints an 
incomplete picture of you.

It’s a list of interests, 
backed up by photographs, 
a truncated stream of con-
sciousness and comments 
from a self-selected peanut 
gallery — there’s no actual 
context to any of it.

I’ll admit that my Face-
book profile will probably 
make a terrible first impres-
sion on any random stranger 
who happens upon it.

My profile picture is 
far from flattering, chosen 
more for laughs than any-
thing else, and the rest of my 
photographs can best be de-
scribed as surreal-looking.

My wall is a 60-20-15-5 
percent mix of gift requests 
for the various games I play, 
photographs, links and ac-
tual status updates.

My likes and interests 
consist of obscure bands and 
books that no one else seems 
to have heard of and vari-
ous things that my friends 

suggested I like, which I 
didn’t have the fortitude to 
ignore or unlike.

If you look at the things I 
say and the things I’ve done 
and liked, would you want 
to be my friend, let alone 
hire me for a job?

No, I didn’t think so.
While my profile does 

describe me as a person, it 
is but a shadow of who I re-
ally am — let’s just say that 
the photos of me making 
faces at the camera while 
half-drunk do not do justice 
to me as an individual or as 
a professional.

When it comes to getting 
to know someone, whether 
as a job applicant, a source 
for a story, or even just as a 
friend, nothing beats a face-
to-face conversation.

It’s much easier to keep a 
person’s attention that way, 
and much easier to keep 
your attention on them. 

I like reading body lan-
guage, seeing the subtle 
shifts in stance and fa-
cial expression that let 
me know when I’ve 
really hit a nerve. 

It’s also fun to listen to 
a person talk, hearing the 
changes in pitch and tone 
as they stumble over words 
and self-correct.

Context is key in all 
things, and there are just some 
things you can’t get about a 
person by looking at his or her 
Facebook.
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Facebook identity crisis

Miley Cyrus is too young for pop-star diva maturation

Nine years and counting

RYAN FERNANDEZ
Rated R

ALEX SPICER
Staff Writer

““““

We all know what 
happened to 

Britney Spears, and 
Lindsay Lohan is 

better known for her 
drug and 

alcohol abuse rather 
than her music or 

movie career ...

““““
It is hard to see 

any good that has 
come from 

invading 
Afghanistan, a 

country we 
entered to topple 

an extremist 
regime ...



ogy major Dijana Sirovica, a practic-
ing Muslim and member of the Mus-
lim Student Association at SJSU.

Sirovica said the Dalai Lama’s 
message of compassion, wisdom 
and respecting people from all faiths 
resonated with her because these 
Tibetan Buddhist values are shared 
with Islam.

“It is exactly the same,” she said. 
“Th ere is no diff erence. As Muslims 
we believe that a person needs to be 
loved for who they are regardless of 
whatever religion, race, color they 
are.”

On a campus as diverse as SJSU, 
she said it is important for the com-
munity to be enlightened about soli-
darity, respect and compassion.

Honoring the Dalai Lama at the 
beginning of the event was U.S. 
Congressman Mike Honda of Cali-
fornia’s 15th Congressional District.

“I think that Buddhism is not 
only a religion,” said Justin Joyce, 
president of the Zen Buddhism Club 
at SJSU. “It also can be viewed as a 
philosophy, and that is great for any 
audience.”

Joyce said a lot of Buddhism’s 
teachings can be followed by people 
of any faith.

Th e Dalai Lama is the person who 
is believed to be the reincarnation of 
previous Dalai Lamas and is a sacred 
being in Buddhism known as a “Bo-
dhisatt va,” said Christian Jochim, 
chairman of the humanities depart-
ment at SJSU.

Jochim, who is also a professor 
in the comparative religious studies 
program, said when the Dalai Lama 
is born the people of Tibet view him 
as a “living compassionate being.”

He said Tibetan Buddhism is a 
form of “tantric” Buddhism, which 
has an emphasis on meditation ritu-
als with the goal of personally con-
necting with a Bodhisatt va, a “highly 
advanced Buddhist spiritual being.”

Th e Dalai Lama was born on July 

6, 1935, in Takster, Amdo of north-
eastern Tibet and named Lhamo 
Dhondup, according to the Dalai 
Lama website.

At age two, Dhondup was rec-
ognized as the reincarnation of the 
13th Dalai Lama, Th ubten Gyatso, 
according to the website.

“At fi rst I was quite excited to see 
the Dalai Lama because it was an in-
teresting prospect,” said senior eco-
nomics major Jamie Martin. “Th e 
fact that he was coming to San Jose, 
it was a rare chance to see a religious 
leader.”

Martin, who is a foreign exchange 
student from Scotland, said San Jose 
is a great city because there are many 
opportunities to att end signifi cant 
events with important people.

He said he enjoyed the event, de-
spite the fact that it was extremely 
diffi  cult to understand or hear the 
religious leader speak.

“I learned that not all great leaders 
do not have as big an aura as maybe 
you would expect them too,” Martin 
said.

Th e Dalai Lama, who has been ex-
iled from the nation of Tibet by the 
Chinese government for more than 
50 years, has been a major advocate 
of religious freedom, Jochim said.

Jochim said in 1950 the Chinese 
government started to move into 
and take over Tibet, which caused 
a decade-long confl ict between the 
Dalai Lama and the Chinese govern-
ment.

“Th e Tibetans felt that they were 
actually being mistreated in this rela-
tionship and they revolted in 1959,” 
he said. “And the revolt was not suc-
cessful, at least not militarily, and so 
the Dalai Lama and many of his fol-
lowers escaped across the Himalayas 
into India, where they established a 
government in exile.”

He said the location of the exiled 
government is Dharamsala, India.

Josef Gullmets, a senior cell biolo-
gy major and international exchange 
student from Finland, said seeing 
the Dalai Lama was his highlight be-
cause the language barrier was too 
big.
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Visitors wait outside the San Jose Convention Center during the Dalai Lama’s teaching on Tuesday, Oct. 12. 

In conjunction with the Dalai Lama’s visit, traveling buddhist monks created a sand mandala in the 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library from Oct. 9 to Oct. 12. 

The Dalai Lama has been exiled from his home country of Tibet 
for nearly 50 years.  He currently resides in Dharamsala, India.
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captures the writer’s (John Stein-
beck) enduring legacy as an art-
ist who was really engaged in the 
world,” he said.

Past recipients of the award in-
clude Arthur Miller, Sean Penn, and 
Dolores Huerta, Douglass said.

“In his fi lms Moore has att empt-
ed to bring forth the issues which 
matt er to the common person,” 
Douglass said. “He’s done some-
times in ways that are really in your 
face. He has upset the apple-cart, 
sometimes made people angry, but 
I think the track record of public 
debate in America is that it is hard 
to get the att ention of the general 
public and certainly the authorities 
in power about certain issues.”

Douglass said Moore has suc-
ceeded in making movies about 
public policy issues that people will 
actually pay money to go see.

“I think the thing that he does in 
his documentaries is that he brings 
out information,” he said. “He actu-
ally furnishes us, not only with is-
sues of debate and dramatic scenes, 
but also information about what is 

actually going on in America.”
Douglass mentioned the dis-

tribution of wealth in America as 
an example of an important issue 
which most Americans don’t know 
much about.

Th omas Steinbeck, the son of 
John Steinbeck, said Moore simply 
has the courage to speak up in life 
when all others live in fear.

“I’m giving him the Steinbeck 
award because I believe my father 
would have totally approved of 
what he has done,” Steinbeck said. 
“It’s like the King’s new clothes, the 
man has the courage to tell the truth 
when everybody else is pretending 
that it is not happening.”

He said the award is given to 
people for their bodies of work and 
ethical approaches to civilized gov-
ernment.

“Some people sell out,” Stein-
beck said. “Th ey say nothing be-
cause they are afraid of people with 
money or power. Michael Moore 
is courageous. He’s not afraid of of-
fending anybody.”

Steinbeck said he looks for-
ward to seeing Moore at the event 
and hear what he has to speak 
about.

“Th e point of this award is to 
acknowledge people who have 

selfl essly and in many cases ... have 
taken on issues concerning what 
Americans deal with,” Douglass 
said. “Whether it is racism, guns, 
gangism; whatever it is somebody’s 
got to stand up and say, ‘We are be-
ing cheated here.’’’

Steinbeck said the John Stein-
beck award is meant to honor and 
acknowledge those people who 
make great sacrifi ces so the rest of 
us don’t operate in ignorance all the 
time.

“He’s done it in the best way,” 
Steinbeck said. “He hasn’t done it 
with anger, and he hasn’t done it 
with criticism. He’s just done it by 
lett ing the truth tell itself.”

Crystal Dinh, a sophomore 
graphic design major, said she is 
familiar with Moore’s fi lms and 
doesn’t agree with him politically.

“It is good to have somebody give 
us something to think about,” she 
said. “It may be a chance for people 
to get out of our own bubble.”

Dinh said Moore coming to 
campus and discussing important 
issues can be positive for the SJSU, 
regardless of political ideology.

“Just because I do not agree with 
him doesn’t mean he can’t come 
here and share his political views,” 
she said.
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“I thought it was cool,” said Gull-
mets. “But I think we would have 
gott en more out of it if we actually 
heard what he said.”

Jochim said the Dalai Lama and 
his style of Buddhism have tremen-

dous appeal outside Tibet in places 
like Europe, North America and in 
particular the Bay Area.

“I think that the San Francisco 
Bay Area for the last half a century or 
so, as Asian religions have become 

more and more popular in America, 
has been sort of like ground zero for 
the growth of Zen and Tibetan Bud-
dhism and so forth,” he said. “Th ere 
has been a real positive appreciation 
of Asian spirituality in the Bay Area.”


