
By Andrew Forgy
@andrewforgy

SJSU President Mohammad
Qayoumi proposed a plan to
standardize lower division courses 
and offer hope for future transfer 
students throughout the California 
Higher Public education system.

The White Paper Plan, co-au-
thored by Qayoumi and Kim Polese, 
a leading Silicon Valley entrepre-
neur and innovator, is a proposal 
to standardize the transfer system 
for students within the community
college, CSU and UC systems.

This is so they do not have to take 
too many classes, or take the wrong 
classes in preparation for transfer-
ring, according to Qayoumi.

According to the White Paper 
Plan proposal, the average student 
who transfers from a community 
college to a four-year institution 
graduates with an average of 154
semester units.

Considering the required 
amount of semester units to gradu-
ate is 120 (over two full-time years), 
this is wasting valuable time and 
money; according to Qayoumi in the 
White Paper Plan proposal.

Currently, the nation loses an
estimated $30 billion a year from 
the less than ideal transfer systems,
according to Qayoumi.

“If we get to a point where we have 
a much easier pathway for students 
so all their courses will get count-
ed and will be a lower cost to the
students,” said President Qayoumi.

The task of finding the correct 
transferable courses is especially 
difficult in the science, technol-
ogy, engineering and mathematics
programs, in which only 60 percent 
of transfer students earn their Bach-
elor’s degree in at least five years and 
30 percent of them drop out in the 
first year of college, according to the 
proposal.

“The most trouble I had was
actually finding the information 
on which classes would transfer,” 
said Matthew Miller, a former SJSU 
and community college student and 
current sophomore computational 
mathematics major at UCSC. “At De 
Anza there was a website that explic-
itly stated which classes transferred 
over, but there aren’t any similar re-

English and humanities programs rank 8th 
in the nation for high return on investment 
By Samantha Clark
@samanthabclark

The English and hu-
manities programs at San 
Jose State University rank 
eighth among top universi-
ties, such as Harvard and 
UC Berkeley for the highest 
return on investment, ac-
cording to Affordable Col-
leges Online.

“We are the least expen-
sive school in America that 
can guarantee a big return 
on what you spend,” said 
Professor John Engell, chair 
of the department of Eng-
lish and comparative litera-
ture. “What that means is 
that people who don’t have 
a lot to spend can get a good 
investment.”

According to Afford-
able Colleges Online, the 

weighted total cost of SJSU 
is $108,000 and the 30-
year return on investment 
is $744,800. Harvard, in 
first place, is $1,178,000, 
and UCSC, in 20th place, is 
$623,300.

SJSU trails Harvard, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, UC 
Berkeley, UCLA and Boston 
College and leads Rutgers, 
University of North Caroli-
na at Chapel Hill and UCSB. 
The 20-school list includes 
Ivy Leagues, UCs, private 
schools and top regional 
universities.

Affordable Colleges On-
line reviews data for all of 
the nation’s universities. 

“If the data indicates 
that a college, no matter 
its level or affiliation, il-
lustrates a strong (return 
on investment) either over-

all or for a specific major, 
then we highlight it,” said  
Dan Schuessler, CEO of the 
website. “In this case, SJSU’s 
English and humanities 
graduates display excel-
lent long-term salaries over 
their lifetimes.”

Dean Lisa Vollendorf 
of the College of Humani-
ties and the Arts said she’s 
proud of the English depart-
ment’s requirement that 
students take a foreign lan-
guage for one year.

“This is critically im-
portant to prepare students 
for global marketplace,” she 
said.

Engell said that while 
many English students plan 
to become teachers, they are 
not the majority.

“(The College of Hu-
manities and Arts) students 

graduate and get jobs in a 
variety of fields, including 
technical writing, editing, 
teaching, marketing and 
arts management,” said 
Vollendorf. “They work in 
K-12 education, commu-
nity colleges, universities, 
Silicon Valley businesses, 
non-profits and cultural
institutions.”

The humanities and 
arts often have a reputa-
tion of leading to just a 
few careers that offer low 
salaries, but Engell said 
it doesn’t have to be like 
that.

“How can you be a life-
long learner if you have to 
hold down two jobs that 
are back breaking?” asked 
Engell.

Samantha Clark is a con-
tributing writer
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By Melissa Lewelling
@melissadanae91

A man’s body was discovered 
in an SJSU parking area near South 
Campus Sunday morning, raising 
questions for some regarding cam-
pus safety.

San Jose Police found Daniel 
Winslow, 47, shot in the passenger 
seat of a parked car next to the ten-
nis courts on East Humboldt Street 
between S. 11th and 12th Streets 
around 9:44 a.m. on Sunday, ac-
cording to University Police De-
partment Sgt. John Laws.

“We have determined that there’s 
no actual connection between this in-
cident and San Jose State University,” 
Laws said, “other than this is where 
the car with the person in it was
parked.”

After performing routine “life-
saving measures” like CPR, Laws 

said paramedics quickly realized 
that Winslow was already deceased 
and saw “very visible” signs of foul 
play.

UPD took over the investigation 
after San Jose Police officers real-
ized that the SJSU-owned parking 
spaces where the body was found 
were out of their jurisdiction, Laws 
said.

“We did expend a significant 
amount of resources because it’s 
still our responsibility to investi-
gate it,” Laws said. “And it’s real-
istically for the betterment of our 
community that we do what we’re 
supposed to do.”

Craig Yuhara, 62, was arrested 
on suspicion of homicide and us-
ing a firearm in the commission 
of a felony in connection with the 
slaying around 7 p.m. on Monday, 
according to Laws. 

“It’s not a simple who-done-it, 

this is a very complex case,” Laws 
said. “Simply determining who the 
suspect was is not the end of this in-
vestigation and so we have a lot of 
(work) left to do.”

Chloe Perez, a freshman un-
declared major, said she wanted 
to come to the Bay Area from Los 
Angeles because SJSU “seemed like 
a really great school,” but stopped 
by the UPD office on Tuesday to 
see what information was avail-
able about campus safety when she 
became upset that the area didn’t 
seem as safe as she had previously 
thought.

“I was just concerned because I 
wasn’t really aware that safety was 
such an issue here and I know that 
people really strongly advocate 
being really cautious,” Perez said. 
“They never say you know, ‘It’s 
fine, just go with a person,’ they’re 
like, ‘Go with a person, but still be 

really cautious’ — it’s just very un-
settling.”

Perez said her sense of safety 
has begun to influence her class se-
lection, prompting her to possibly 
forgo signing up for night classes 
in areas with with dense tree-cover.

“I wanted to sign up for an eve-
ning class and I’ve been torn on the 
issue because it’s in a really kind of 
shadier part of campus,” Perez said. 
“I’m just upset that it has to be such 
an issue for me to think about sign-
ing up for a class just because of the 
time and the location.”

While Winslow’s body was 
found in the parking spaces next 
to SJSU’s tennis courts, a few blocks 
away from Spartan Stadium on S. 
7th Street and Alma Street, Laws 
said the shooting itself did not 
take place in the parking area and 
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Corpse found near SJSU raises concerns 
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Qayoumi plans
to ease student
transfer woes

CAMPUS IMAGE

Students’ artful solutions

Carolyn Seng | Spartan Daily
Lizzie Clapper, senior music major, writes a suggestion on a chalkboard in front of Clark Hall Wednesday Sept. 11. The chalkboard was 
available from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. for answers to “How would you improve SJSU?” as part of a project conducted by a student art group.

ORGANIZATIONS

More student groups 
displaced by ongoing
campus construction
By Kristi Myllenbeck
@ricekristi

Due to construction for the new Student Health Center, 
many student organizations’ recruiting efforts have been 
forced to relocate.

According to an online report by Pat Lopes Harris, SJSU’s 
media relations director, construction began over the sum-
mer on what will eventually be “a three-story, 53,000-square-
foot structure centrally located between the Event Center 
and Spartan Complex.”

The report stated that the new health center will offer a 
wide range of services to students including existing services 
such as medical care and counseling and possibly the addi-
tion of optometry and dental services.

The report also stated that the cost of the new health 
center is $25 million and is set to be completed in December 
2014.

What is now a construction site was once where many 
fraternities, sororities and other student organizations fo-
cused their recruiting efforts in past years, according to Joel 

SEE DISPLACEMENT ON PAGE 8



SPORTS

By Nirmal Patel
@NirmalPatelSJSU

Fantasy football owners 
are going to have to make 
adjustments for week two 
because some of the perfor-
mances did not meet the ex-
pectations of positions across 
the board.

Owners should continue 
to start their early-round 
picks like Peyton Manning, 
A.J. Green, Adrian Peterson 
and LeSean McCoy, whose 
production was at or above 
expectations, regardless of 
the opponent.

These players are project-
ed to do well in any matchup.

Sit ‘Em!
If fantasy owners have 

Steelers quarterback Ben Ro-
ethlisberger on their squad, 
it would be pretty safe to part 
ways with him. Roethlisberger 
performed poorly, only pass-
ing for 191 yards, a touchdown 
and an interception. 

His age might be kicking 
in and his performance will 
not be the same. Roethlis-
berger only scored nine fanta-
sy points. Consider picking up 
quarterbacks like Alex Smith, 
Terrelle Pryor and Carson 
Palmer for week two.

Owners should be aware 
that Knowshon Moreno is on 
the Broncos, therefore he will 
not see  many touches. Denver 
uses three running backs in-
stead of one, so Moreno will 
have limited carries. Moreno 
only accounted for five fan-
tasy points.

Going into week two, own-
ers that have Titans starting 
running back Chris Johnson 
should expect similar results 
from week one. Johnson only 
scored five points, rushing for 
70 yards. He will go against a 
stout Texans defense.

Surprisingly, Atlanta Fal-
cons wide receiver Roddy 
White did nothing to help 
owners. White only scored 
one fantasy point. It is clear 
that White is still fighting an 
injury and will not perform 
like he did last year until he 
recovers from that.

The Mike Wallace trade 
to the Dolphins was the talk 
of the offseason. Look for 
his performance to drop a 
bit from last year. Being the 
number one wide receiver 
and the fastest man on the 
field, he will see a lot of atten-
tion from defenses. If owners 
are worried this will be a con-
tinuing trend, they can look 
to snag the Dolphins second 
wide receiver, Brian Hartline, 
who finished last Sunday with 
nine receptions for 114 yards 
and a touchdown.

Antonio Gates only ac-
counted for four fantasy 
points and 49 yards. Gates 
was only targeted four times, 
which is not something he 
is used to. Usually Gates and 
quarterback Philip Rivers 
are on the same page. With a 
tough schedule and an incon-
sistent offense, look to grab 
another tight end for your 
roster to be safe.

The Ravens are known for 
their dominant defense, but 

they ran into a furious Pey-
ton Manning. Manning threw 
an NFL record-tying seven 
touchdowns and more than 
450 yards. The poor defensive 
performance gave the Ravens 
a score of -6, the worst out of 
all 32 teams. The Ravens play 
the Browns next week, so they 
should improve from being 
the worst-ranked defense.

Start ‘Em!
Detroit Lions starting 

running back Reggie Bush has 
proven in week one that he 
can get the job done rushing 
the ball or catching the ball. 
Bush totaled 191 combined 
yards with a touchdown. 

Owners should expect Bush to 
have between 20-25 points in 
week two.

Wide receiver Anquan 
Boldin was targeted 17 times 
by quarterback Colin Kaepe-
rnick. Boldin and Kaepernick 
are clearly on the same page, 
but the 49ers head to Seattle 
in week two to face arguably 
the best secondary and de-
fense in football.

Expect tight end Julius 
Thomas to continue grab-
bing touchdowns. Denver 
has many threats on offense, 
and now that defenders are 
double-teaming them, it leaves 
the middle of the field open to 
Thomas. He was the recipient 

of 110 yards and two touch-
downs. Owners should pick 
him up if they haven’t already.

The Cowboys’ defense let 
the Giants score 31 points, but 
they accumulated the second-
most fantasy points as a de-
fense. The Cowboys defense 
forced three fumbles and three 
interceptions. In addition to 
six turnovers, two of the turn-
overs resulted in touchdowns 
for the Cowboys. Look for the 
defense to stay aggressive next 
week against Alex Smith and 
Kansas City.

Rams kcker Greg “Le-
gatron” Zuerlein led all NFL 
kickers with 14 fantasy points. 
Right behind him was Cow-

boys kicker Dan Bailey with 13 
points. Dallas has a better of-
fense with Tony Romo behind 
center, so they would be more 
likely to get the ball in the red 
zone than the Rams. Bailey 
would be a better option in this 
case.

With week two ready to 
kick off, it’s expected fan-
tasy owners will be releasing 
players, trading them and ac-
quiring them via free agency 
before kickoff. Browse the 
available players or look to 
make a trade to grab one of 
the hot fantasy players of the 
start of this season.

Nirmal Patel is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.

Staff Report

Running back Jason Simpson, senior busi-
ness marketing major  on San Jose State’s foot-
ball team and senior communications major 
Hanah Blume from the women’s volleyball 
team are the Spartan Foundation Student-
Athletes of the Month for August, presented 
by ScholarShare.

Simpson came off the bench and rushed 
for a career-high 135 yards on 21 carries in 
San Jose State’s 24-0 win over Sacramento 
State.

Simpson closed out the game’s scoring 
with a 55-yard touchdown run in the third 
quarter. It was the longest run of his career 
and the longest rushing touchdown play by a 
Mountain West player in August.

 His contribution helped lead San Jose 

State to its eighth consecutive win in football 
covering the last half of the 2012 season and 
the start of 2013.

Blume was named to the Tribe Invitation-
al All-Tournament team. She recorded two 
double-doubles in three matches played over 
the weekend of Aug. 30 — 12 kills and 22 digs 
against William & Mary and 13 kills and 35 
digs against Campbell.

Blume’s 35 digs is just the fourth time 
in school history that a player has dug that 
many balls in a match and is the sixth-highest 
number of digs in a match in school history. 

The last Spartan player to record 30 or 
more digs in a match was Courtney Zellmer 
who had 35 against Gonzaga on Aug. 28, 
2010.

SJSU Athletics contributed to this staff 
report.

Pseudo-squad 
smart starts

FANTASY WEEK 2

Simpson, Blume chosen as 
student athletes of August

Michael Ciaglo | Colorado Springs Gazette | MCT
Denver Broncos tight end Julius Thomas celebrates in the end zone after a 23-yard touchdown reception against the Baltimore 
Ravens in the second quarter on Thursday, Sept. 5 at Sports Authority Field at Mile High in Denver, Colo.SPARTAN

SPARTAN ATHLETICS

Women’s 
team 
finishes 
twelfth
Staff Report

The San Jose State women’s 
golf team shot its best round 
of the Ptarmigan Ram Classic 
on Tuesday with a 303 and fin-
ished 12 out of 17 in the team 
standings with a three-round 
score of 929.

After finishing the second 
round on Tuesday morning, 
the Spartans made eight bird-
ies in the final round. Fresh-
man Alexandra Kristofersson 
shot the low-round for the 
team with a 74 as she made 
one birdie and 15 pars on her 
round. She and freshman My 
Leander, who shot a 77 in the 
final round, finished tied for 
39th at 230.

Rachelle Reali, a senior rec-
reation management major, 
finished 48th after shooting 
a 77 on Tuesday. Megan Os-
land, a junior business man-
agement major, shot a 75 with 
three birdies on her round and 
finished tied for 65th at 238. 
Kathleen Rojas, a junior health 
science major, rounded out the 
scoring as she was 75th at 244.

“This result was shocking 
and disappointing to us,” said 
Head Coach John Dormann. 
“We have been practicing re-
ally well until this week.  We 
have to learn from this tourna-
ment and prepare for our next 
one.”

San Jose State next plays at 
Golfweek Challenge in Vail, 
Colo. on September 23-25.

SJSU Athletics contributed 
to this staff report.

GOLF
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Fourth Street Garage
Only $175 for SJSU Students

Parking 
Made Easy  

Second & San Carlos Street Garage
Only $160 for SJSU Students

Fall semester permits are valid August 15 
through December 31. Permits are available  

for purchase at garage offices.

Students must provide valid student ID and 
proof of enrollment (minimum 6 units). 

Please bring originals with copies.

For more information, call (408) 794-1090.

Get parking information, directions, maps 
and more at sjdowntownparking.com



By Melissa Lewelling
@melissadanae91

After learning about the 
body found in a parked car 
near SJSU’s tennis courts on 
E. Humboldt Street on Sept. 
8, some students expressed 
concerns about safety, which 
is a typical response accord-
ing to Wiggsy Sivertsen, a 
former sociology professor 
at SJSU and a counselor at 
Counseling Services.

“I think when it’s on your 
own campus or your own en-
vironment it’s always prob-
lematic, (because) you’re 
more likely to know some-
body who knew somebody ...  

so that makes it much more 
personal,” Sivertsen said. 
“When it gets personal like 
that, it gets a bit more upset-
ting.”

Because the most recent 
incident didn’t involve an 
SJSU student and the crime 
wasn’t perpetrated on SJSU’s 
property, Sivertsen said it 
“didn’t hit quite as close to 
home,” but can still make an 
impact.

“With 30,000 students,” 
she said, “you’d be surprised 
how small the campus can 
be.”

Manny Singh, a fresh-
man computer engineer-
ing major, said the kill-

ing is “kind of shocking” 
and with the recent bomb 
scare and thefts that have 
occurred on campus, he 
doesn’t feel that San Jose is 
safe.

“All I’ve got to say is 
it’s not safe, students have 
to take care of themselves 
and pretty much not trust 
any strangers,” Singh said. 
“There are securities, but 
still you gotta take care of 
yourself.”

Sivertsen said that in 
her 46 years at Counseling 
Services, she’s seen a rise 
in the number of students 
who seek counseling after a 
violent incident occurs on 

or around campus “because 
it scares them.”

“One of the things impor-
tant about having a counsel-
ing service here is simply 
because there are going to be 
a number of different reac-
tions,” Sivertsen said. “And 
people need to have a place 
where they can go and talk 
about that.”

Chandler Jones, a se-
nior sociology major and 
SJSU football player, said 
he heard about the discov-
ery of the dead body while 
at physical therapy from 
a coach’s wife, who was 
there when the body was 
found.

“I was pretty shocked just 
that it happened over in that 
area,” Jones said. “I mean it’s 
just pretty odd to hear about 
that.”

Finding a dead body 
would be a “very upsetting” 
experience, but everyone’s 
reaction to crime will be dif-
ferent, Sivertsen said.

“Could you imagine 
yourself walking out there 
and going, ‘Oh, well this 
car’s been out here a while, 
I think it’s OK’ and looking 
in it and seeing a dead body 
in there?” Sivertsen asked. 
“The reaction of the indi-
vidual depends on where 
the individual is in their life 

in terms of their emotional 
well-being.”

Sivertsen said people are 
more likely to seek help for 
“those kinds of feelings” 
nowadays because men-
tal health issues aren’t as 
looked down upon as they 
were before.

“Even in the news, peo-
ple will talk about mental 
health, it’s not quite this 
taboo kind of stuff that it 
used to be,” Sivertsen said. 
“We’ve become more so-
phisticated about how to 
communicate ... about men-
tal health services (and) 
we’ve been much more vis-
ible over the last several 
years.”

Melissa Lewelling is a 
Spartan Daily staffwriter.
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By Tiffany Gerami
@TiffanyGerami

Academic clubs are offered to SJSU students 
to cater to their specific majors and career choices.

According to Willy Ten, chair of the Institute 
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers club and 
senior engineering major, in addition to building 
a resume, joining a club can offer great network-
ing opportunities in a student’s field of interest.

“It is important to get involved in your com-
munity and school to get your foot in the door,” 
Ten said. “You don’t want to be just another 
name and number, you need something to dif-
ferentiate yourself from the competition and 
becoming a (club) member can give you those 
opportunities.”

According to Madeline MacKean, presi-
dent of the California Nursing Students’ As-
sociation, clubs provide students the oppor-
tunity to gain information and experiences 
in their future career field both on and off 
campus.

“Joining a club is a good way to break from 
studying, network with others and improve your 
resume,” MacKean said. “Financial and time 
constraints can make joining a club difficult, but 
don’t let them stop you from these career oppor-
tunities.”

MacKean said she understands that col-
lege students are busy, but emphasizes the 
importance of taking advantage of prac-
ticing their skills and gaining networking 
opportunities.

According to Akash Patel, publicity coordina-
tor for Engineering Without Borders club, said 
students can expand their knowledge by joining 
a club.

“Clubs allow students to learn more than what 
is taught in a classroom,” Patel said. “In a class-
room, students learn how to solve problems and 
learn the theory and concept of something, but 
don’t really get to apply what they have learned.”

According to Patel, clubs cultivate several 
qualities in students to become more suitable 
for several career options and offer a head start 
in their classes with the new information they 
learn.

“We have club members that are willing to tu-
tor for free,” Patel said.

He said that along with working on local proj-
ects, club members are offered the option to take 
part in local events and make students “feel at 
home” with people who have similar interests.

According to Ten, the benefits of joining an 
academic club comes with common issues that 
students may run into.

“With work and school, it becomes easy to 
lose track of time and prioritize school and other 
club work,” Ten said. “It’s detrimental that stu-
dents focus on their priorities and still stay in-
volved in their extracurricular activities.”

In addition to time management difficulties, 
according to Patel, another difficulty students 
may run into is the fear of not being accepted 
into a club.

“Almost all clubs do not have requirements 
that need to be met in order for you to join,” Patel 

said. “As long as you have an interest in what the 
club is about and has to offer, they will welcome 
you with open arms. There are so many clubs on 
campus, so the best thing to do is just get your feet 
wet and see which clubs are best suited for you.”

Patel said the best way to handle a situation 
like this is to take a friend to the first general 

meeting a club holds.
According to Patel, in a club’s first meeting, 

students will be able to gauge whether or not they 
will feel comfortable enough to join and have a 
chance to talk to the officers in the club about any 
doubts they may have.

Tiffany Gerami is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

Students join academic clubs for 
career-building opportunities 

NETWORKING

that this particular incident 
“really didn’t affect any-
body’s safety” on the main 
campus.

However, Laws said it’s 
“still good to know what’s go-
ing on” around campus and 
for students to be aware of 
their surroundings.

“Be cautious in some of the 
neighborhoods around cam-
pus, use the evening guide and 
Spartan shuttle programs,” 
Laws said. “Be aware of what 
your safety options are.”

Ashlea Coski, a senior ki-
nesiology major and member 
of the women’s water polo 
team at SJSU, said that her 
roommates have used the 
evening shuttles provided 
by UPD to get to their night 
classes and find the service 
“very helpful.”

“(Winslow’s killing) was re-
ally tragic ... (and) it just opens 
up your eyes (to the fact) that

this does happen in the whole
city of San Jose,” Coski
said. “It was a surprise, but 
I feel like it just helps you
be aware that you need to be
careful where we are.”

Chandler Jones, a se-
nior sociology major and 
SJSU football player, said he 
spends the majority of his 
week at Spartan Stadium for 
football practice, but that 
the discovery of Winslow’s 
body a few blocks away hasn’t 
made him fearful of the
area.

“I was always taught to 
be aware of my surround-
ings and stuff so I’ve always 
been kind of cautious of the 
places I’m going,” Jones said. 
“I don’t feel any more afraid, 
I just know to be aware of 
where I’m going and what I’m 
around.”

According to Laws, the lo-
cation of Winslow’s body will 
probably open up conversa-
tions regarding more park-

ing enforcement at the tennis 
court lots.

“We haven’t really wor-
ried too much about it, but 
there has been concern from 
the community in general 
that there might be some il-
legal activity going on in that 
parking lot,” Laws said. “So we 
might have to do a little more 
direct enforcement to make 
sure that criminal activity 
doesn’t occur.”

Melissa Lewelling is a Spar-
tan Daily staff writer.

Slaying: Man arrested on  
suspicion of homicide 
FROM PAGE 1

SUPPORT

Effects of local crime on SJSU students’ mental health

Scan QR code 
for Interactive 

Crime Map
http://spartandaily.com/?p=107580

Tiffany Gerami | Spartan Daily
Senior engineering major and chair of the IEEE club Willy Ten speaks to the group about 
the importance of community involvement as Treasurer Michael Claussen listens.

Jason@classiccarwash.com

(408) 371-2414 ext. 425
www.classiccarwash.com

send resumes to

visit us at

contact

since 1964!

We provide flexible schedules

We are looking for people who love sales

Must be willing to learn all car wash and detail services

Must enjoy what you do and have a positive attitude

Strong verbal communication skills required

Looking for the perfect college job?
Make $25+ an hour working part-time!

Training available

Hourly pay, commission, and bonuses

NOW HIRING
Service Advisors

Must be customer service oriented

CAMERA 3

For showtimes, advance tix and more, go to
cameracinemas.com

Best Theaters -- SJ Mercury and Metro Readers

Seniors/Kids/Students/Military--$7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3)
Mats: $7.50 (C12/C7) / $7 (C3) b4 6pm M-F & 4pm Sat-Sun

◆ Sony 4K Digital • ✔ Final Week • * No Passes

Always Plenty of Free Validated Parking All Sites
          All Shows Before 12 noon Only $5.00

Senior Tuesdays -- $6 all day (63 and older)
Student Night Wednesdays -- $6 after 6pm w/ID

• 288 S. Second, S.J. • 998-3300

• Pruneyard/Campbell • 559-6900CAMERA 7

• 201 S. 2nd St, S.J. • 998-3300CAMERA 12

◆*THE FAMILY (R)    ◆*SHORT TERM 12 (R)
✔◆*ADORE (R)   ◆LEE DANIELS BUTLER (PG-13)
◆BLUE JASMINE (PG-13)   ✔◆CLOSED CIRCUIT (R)
✔◆AUSTENLAND (PG-13)  ◆WE’RE THE MILLERS (R)
✔◆SPECTACULAR NOW (R)   ✔◆WORLDS END (R)

◆*THE FAMILY (R)  ◆*INSIDIOUS CHAP. 2 (PG-13)
◆*DEAD BEFORE DAWN 3D (NR)  ◆KICK-ASS 2 (R)
◆*RIDDICK (R)     ◆THE GRANDMASTER (PG-13)
✔◆MORTAL INSTRUMENTS (PG-13)   ◆ELYSIUM (R)
◆THE WORLD’S END (R)   ◆THE CONJURING (R)
◆THE BUTLER (PG-13)    ✔◆YOU’RE NEXT (R)
◆WE’RE THE MILLERS (R)  ◆FRUITVALE STATION (R)

THEATER RENTALS -- CALL 896-5560

DISCOUNT (10 Admits/$60) / GIFT CARDS

 *I GIVE IT A YEAR (R)
✔*THERESE (NR)  *AIN’T THEM BODIES SAINTS (R)
LA TRAVIATA (Opera)--Sun 12:15pm/Tue 7:00pm

THE ROOM -- Sat at 12 midnight

OPENS 9/20! PRISONERS

PURCHASE AT THEATER BOX OFFICE OR ON-LINE

YOU WILL BE MY SONBATTLE OF YEAR SALINGER
THANKS FOR SHARING
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By Michael Chen
@MichaelGChen

A hard knock reverber-
ates on an oriental screen 
door as shouting from sol-
diers shatters the silent 
night. A boy quivers with 
fright as the scurrying of 
footsteps fills the house 
and a Baptist minister is 
dragged away, never to be 
seen again. 

This is the animated 
story of how David Chai’s 
father, Hi Dong Chai, es-
caped the Korean War and 
arrived in America to start 
a new life.

“The film is a tribute to 
my father,” Chai said. “The 
primary message in that film 
is to people who might feel 
as if there is no hope in 
their lives and to let 
them know that there is 
a possibility of finding 
happiness.”

David Chai, 44, was 
born in a predominant-
ly white neighborhood 
in upstate New York. He 
only knew four or five Ko-
rean families and grew up 
reading comic books such 
as Spider-Man and Batman. 
Chai moved to San Jose 
right before sixth grade 
where he found his calling 
as an animation producer.

As an independent 
animation producer and 
SJSU animation pro-
fessor, Chai said he is 
driven by humor and 
passion for entertaining 
the audience and creat-

ing simple, colorful and 
profound short films that 
offer a slice of life and con-
vey human emotion.

He said he’s propelled 
to create thoughtful and 
profound short films be-
cause of his passion to 
make audiences smile and 
genuine love for art in 
telling stories.

It all started, he said,  
when he and his father 
zoomed down an Ameri-
can highway on a road trip 
across the country.

“I always thought of my 
dad as a pretty happy guy,” 
Chai said.

He said the road trip 

was a silent trudge before 
a shocking conversation 
shattered it. With a con-
templative face, his father 
said, “Did I ever tell you I 
tried to kill myself?”

The story idea behind 
“A Knock on My Door” was 
born.

Chai said his father 
had lived a relatively ful-
filling life. He had a 
successful career as an 
electrical engneer and a 
family of a wife and two 
kids. Yet an empty void in 
his heart left deep bouts of 
depression. 

Hi Dong witnessing his 
father being taken prisoner 
in the Korean War before 
his very eyes and the inabil-
ity to save him, left long-
lasting emotional scars.

A trip to the therapist 
revealed the once-invisible 
scars and Chai’s father was 
able to release the doubt, 
regret and depression 
that had been overflowing 

in his mind like flooded 
water.

Incorporating his fa-
ther’s voice into the 
movie was both a techni-
cal and emotional hurdle. 
Capturing 75 years of his 
father’s turbulent life 
and condensing it into a 
ten-minute animated film 
was the ultimate test of 
economizing the story 
down to its bare roots, Chai 
said.

Having his father voice 
act his own character in the 
film, however, proved to be 
an emotional experience. 

“Father started crying 
when reading the script,” 
Chai said. “He thinks 
it’s a great depiction of his 
life.”

But Chai did not always 
hold the same admiration 
for animation in his days as 
a student.

As a graduate student at 
SJSU, Chai studied anima-
tion in order to increase his 

drawing ability.
“I had no interest at all in 

animating,” Chai said. “But 
once I saw the drawing come 
to life on the screen I was 
hooked.”

SJSU professors of ani-
mation/illustration Court-
ney Granner and Alice 
Carter knew Chai well, as 
both his colleagues and 
mentors in the art graduate 
program.

“He was one of the more 
creative individuals in the 
class,” Granner said. “His 
ideas were outside the 

norm and he was alert and 
enthusiastic.”

Carter recalled Chai for 
his initial enthusiasm as a 
graduate student in SJSU’s 
early animation program.

“He came up with crazy 
ideas for films,” Carter said. 
“He made it work.”

Chai’s use of 2D anima-
tion as a medium to weave 
together his short stories 
allowed him more creative 
freedom when transferring 
ideas from paper to anima-
tion. 

Stylistic choices in us-
ing symbolism in his short 
films such as the incorpora-
tion of paper textures into 
Korean scenes allows the 
audience to see parallel 
views between scenes that 
induce critical thinking.

Chai said becoming pro-
ducer for a successful stu-
dio is on his to-do list, but 
he is happy being inde-
pendent. He said being 
independent means more 
creative freedom to fill the 
empty canvas of film as he 
sees fit.

The whole process from 
story-boarding ideas to pen 
and paper and then to pro-
duction may take months. 
A short two-minute film 
may take a large crew up 
to three to four weeks to 
complete. 

Chai said the tough-
est part of production is 
editing. But he cracked a 
smile, admitting that he 
loved watching the audi-
ence’s reaction to the final 
product.

Fellow colleague and 
SJSU animation professor 
David Yee describes Chai 
as an up-beat and energetic 
person.

“As an artist and ani-
mator, he is very energetic 
and positive and very en-
thusiastic about the art 
form,” Yee said. “He loves 
animating and he loves 
other people.”

In the next 10 to 20 
years, Chai said he aims to 
win an Academy Award.

“I want to create a body 
of work, long after I’m 
dead, that’s the legacy that 
lives on,” Chai said. “I want 
to create things that evoke 
emotion.” 

Chai said he wants his 
students to be techni-
cally sound, artistically 
creative and to never lose 
touch with love of the 
art form.

“He’s a great guy and 
a great teacher and he’s 
very approachable to the 
students,” Alex Turner, a 
senior animation/illustra-
tion major said. “He’s very 
energetic and he will help 
you push your ideas as far as 
you can go.”

“A Knock on My Door” 
won the Gold Medal in 
the Society of Illustrators 55 
Moving Image category.

Michael Chen is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer. 

PROFILE

Photo courtesy of David Chai
A still image is shown from David Chai’s animated film “A Knock on My Door,” which he tributes to his father.
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Scan QR code for video!

 http://spartandaily.com/107922/sjsu-juggling

Visit us on 

spartandaily.com
for more videos!

STUDENT LIFE

By Kristi Myllenbeck
@ricekristi

Knowing how to juggle is as
important as knowing how to 
play a sport or an instrument
according to Edwin Lee, senior 
communications major and SJSU 
juggling club president.

He said that juggling offers peo-
ple a variety of skills and benefits.

Bradley Jackson, SJSU math 
professor and faculty adviser of 
the juggling club, said juggling can 
mean anything to students, from 
a welcome escape to a fun way to 
sharpen the mind.

Jackson said he started the
juggling club in spring of 1984 
during his first year at SJSU.

“I started the juggling club so 
that I could have other people to 
juggle with, because juggling is a 
fun way to relax and also because 
I like to teach other people to
juggle,” he said.

Lee said juggling has had a
positive impact on his life.

“Juggling has helped me so-
cialize better with my friends,
become a better teacher and 
think more critically when I
encounter a tough problem,” he 
said.

Lee said students should join 
to meet more people and step
outside of their comfort zones. 
“One of the biggest things that 
you get out of the club is a skill 
that helps you socialize with other 
people,” he said.

To others, such as senior
psychology major and juggling 
club vice president Kevin Legarda, 
it is more of a personal endeavor 
taken on as a challenge.

Legarda said juggling 
has opened his eyes to new
possibilities.

“Juggling has showed me that 
you can do anything if you are 

motivated enough and willing to 
fight through the hardships,” he 
said. “It takes time and hard work 
to achieve a goal.”

On top of social and mental 
benefits, Legarda said he believes 
that juggling also serves as an
unconventional exercise.

“Juggling is a good way to
exercise,” he said. “Especially 
when you first start, you’re going 
to be mobile from dropping and 
picking up things constantly.”

Laurie Morgan, juggler and
associate director for Campus 
Wellness, said juggling is a great 
method of stress reduction.

“It allows you to take your mind 
off of anything and everything,” 
she said. “It’s a way for students to 
focus on just one thing.”

Morgan said that on top of 
stress relief and relaxation,
juggling also serves as a physical 
workout.

“It actually burns the same 
amount of calories as walking,” 
she said.

According to Morgan, juggling 
can increase the growth of gray 
matter in the brain.

“There are some articles 
that claim juggling is one of the
few activities known to increase 
the size of your brain,” Jackson 
said.

The club meets Mondays 
1:30-2:30 p.m. and Wednesdays 
12-1 p.m. on the lawn in front of
MacQuarrie Hall.

Lee said that no experience
is needed to join and equipment
is provided.

To join the juggling club,
attend a meeting or visit juggle.
sjsu.edu.

Kristi Myllenbeck is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.

Basil Sar | Spartan Daily
Jugglers Eric Matthews (left) and Edwin Lee practice with the juggling club every Monday and Wednesday on the lawn by MacQuarrie Hall.

Juggling club does more than clown around
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Do not fall in love with Molly

My friends and fam-
ily always told me getting 
involved with drugs would 
be the worst decision of my 
life. Without even taking 
their words into consider-
ation, I already knew it was 
something I would never 
do.

Recently at New York’s 
annual Electric Zoo Labor 
Day weekend festival, two 
fatalities were the talk of 
the town.

I personally 
thought it wouldn’t 
get national atten-
tion, but in recog-
nition to young 
people dying from 
drug use, it did.

Olivia Roton-
do, a 20-year-old 
University of New 
Hampshire student 
and Jeffrey Russ, a 
23-year-old Syracuse 
University graduate 
student, both died 
after taking the drug MDMA.

MDMA is the powder or crystal 
form of Ecstasy. For young people, the 
powder form is referred to as the slang 
name “Molly.”

According to the Drug Enforce-
ment Agency, MDMA is usually used 
as a recreational drug that gets you 
high and gives you a big energy boost.

According to the New York Times, 
“Molly” gained its recognition and 
popularity with Electronic Dance Mu-
sic (EDM).

Many use “Molly” just for a boost 
during dances. It has created a cul-
ture that most Americans don’t know 
about.

“Molly” has been so hyped up be-
cause of the generational usage of 
drugs. If you take a look back into the 
‘60s and ‘70s, it was all about mari-
juana.

The New York Times says mari-
juana has never been known to have 

the symptoms that MDMA 
has. Marijuana is less inten-
sive and usually relaxes you 
rather than making you ac-
tive as MDMA would.

So what exactly is the 
hype with “molly?” Why 
are people willing to take 
this drug? Do they not un-
derstand its effects?

Today there are numer-
ous artists who have songs 
related to drug use. I feel 

like the artists carry 
some blame for a 
couple of good rea-
sons.

Artists incor-
porate the actions 
of using drugs and 
getting high in their 
songs and music vid-
eos.

Songs such as 
“No Worries” by Lil 
Wayne set a tone for 
his target audience. 
Just because he has 
no worries does not 

necessarily mean we don’t.
Tyga’s song “Molly” literally 

throws out the name about 20 times. 
His message is clear and by the end of 
the song it will have you Googling the 
word “Molly” if you don’t know what 
it is already.

Lastly, Trinidad James’ song, “All 
Gold Everything” has probably the 
worst interaction with “Molly.” He 
raps “pop a Molly, I’m sweatin.’” The 
song has nothing to do with “molly,” 
however, it is mentioned.

The primary audiences are young 
adults. Some young people get into 
these drugs that artists sing about be-
cause they idolize the artists and want 
to be just like them.

This generation has it easy com-
pared to the ‘60s and ‘70s. Now anyone 
can get employment and afford cars 
with big wheels, name brand clothes 
and jewelry similar to what artists in 
the music industry wear.

Heck, I remember when students 
in my middle school used to put foil 
in their teeth pretending it was a gold 
grill. Idolizing these artists has got-
ten worse these days. People are start-
ing to get tattoos like them and have 
piercings like them.

The behavior completely changes 
amongst young adults and it is easily 
recognized.

Young adults imitate these artists, 
leading them to go against parents 
and put their lives in danger. A bad de-
cision related to drug use can effort-
lessly ruin your life.

Artists have music videos with 
women and men grinding on each 
other, taking hits of drugs off of each 
other and the next thing you know 
people in the real world act the same 
way.

Just having the music and videos 
exposed in front of growing teenag-
ers can be fatal. The parents of Ro-
tondo and Russ found out the hard 
way.

It’s a real life wake up call. One min-
ute you’re fine and living and the next 
minute a funeral is being planned for 
you. These artists don’t have anything 
to lose. They already have a career and 
are getting paid. It feels like that’s all 
they care about.

I strongly think that the gov-
ernment should start getting more 
involved with rating these songs, 
enforce content they use in these 
songs and just promote more aware-
ness. Rotondo and Russ could have 
been anyone’s brother, sister or close 
friend.

If the Federal Communications 
Commission and the music entertain-
ment industry could start putting re-
strictions on content that gets viewed, 
maybe we would have two more 
Americans still alive today.

It was marijuana back then, and 
now the hype is all about “molly.” 
Once molly gets played out, what drug 
will continue to ruin us?

Nirmal Patel is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.

Looking for Advice?

Ask Melissa
A beacon in the social fog

dropping a request in a Spartan Daily suggestions box
emailing directly at spartandaily@gmail.com

Let Melissa know by 

Follow Nirmal Patel 
on Twitter 

@NirmalPatelSJSU

Online Edition

My guess is that best way to save 
African-Amercian studies is to find 
donors who will create an endowment 
that must specifically be used for an 
African-American studies professor. 
The best way to accomplish this would 
probably be a separate fundraising ef-
fort by private individuals who reach 
out to the local African-American 
community and African-Ameri-
can alumni to raise funds for such 
an endowment. 

- SJSUSpartan1992 in re-
sponse to “Amidst Acceleration 
celebration, AFAM representa-
tives hold funeral for ethnic 
studies.”

Parking has been a problem since I 
first went to school in ‘96. SJSU still 
has not addressed this problem, which 
is absolutely ridiculous. Yes, there is 
alternative transportation, but that 
should be an option, not the only choice 
left.

If Associated Students didn’t 
provide the EcoPass, how would that 
work out for the students? Do you re-
alize that A.S. is a separate auxiliary 
(unless President Mo has his way and 
tries to steal all the money from them) 
that provides this service, because the 
university was either unwilling, unable, 
or simply incompetent in taking care 
of this.

But hey, since 1996 we have a new 
library, an upgraded BBC, the Student 
Services Center (which also took away 
parking in 10th street), Campus Vil-
lage, we’ll have a new Student Union, 
and we’ll have a new Health Center. Too 
bad you won’t be able to drive to campus 
to use these services.

- Kevin in response to “SJ-
SU’s inflated parking problem 
and why it’s unfair.”

Not sure if you can call 17,000 oc-
cupied seats “the packed house of fans,” 
when Spartans Stadium can seat up 
to 30,000 plus people. More SJSU 
students and alumni in the Bay Area 
(and their family) need to come out to 
the game and really pack the house. We 
should have be adding at least 10K more 
people for the next home game. 

I had a blast watching SJSU take 
on Sac State. Being an alumnus from 
SJSU and also a graduate from UCLA, 
and held season tickets from both uni-
versities when I was the student. Spar-
tan Stadium is more enjoyable than 
Rose Bowl. It’s cozy at Spartan Sta-
dium, and you can see and hear these 
players making full contact. The walk to 
Spartan Stadium from the parking lot 
is a lot closer than walking from the golf 
couse-converted-to-parking lot to the 
Rose Bowl. Great game Sparties! Keep 
collecting the W’s and I’ll be reserving 
my flight and hotel to where ever the 
bowl game will be.

- Jay in response to “Spartans 
shutout Sac State; showdown 
with Stanford Saturday night.”
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to the Editor
Letters

These artists 
don’t have 
anything to 
lose. They 
already have 
a career and 
they are 
getting paid.

are 
ng paid.

Classifieds
Employment

Place your ads ONLINE at
www.Spartandaily.com/advertising

You can also place 
classifieds through the 
Spartan Daily Ad office.

Call us at 408.924.3270 or 
visit us in DBH 209.

Office Hours: 1:30 - 4:15 P.M.
spartandailyads@sjsumedia.com

Universal Crossword
Today’s Crossword Puzzle

 How To

PREVIOUS PUZZLE ANSWER

$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$ 
Earn up to $1,200/month and help 
create families. Convenient Los Altos 
location.
Apply online: www.SPERMBANK.com

The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised nor 
is there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily 
consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the 
newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to 
specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified 
readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they 
should require complete information before sending money for goods or 
services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering 

employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 

DISCLAIMER

ACROSS
  1 Smeltery 

refuse
  5 Rum-

soaked 
pastry

  9 Respects 
the red 
light

 14 Game di-
vided into 
chukkers

 15 Jannings  
or Zatopek

 16 Edible  
ushroom

 17 A tablet 
maker

 18 Haughty  
attitudes

 19 Banquet 
host

 20 The 
Stones, for 
one

 23 Tropical 
wading 
bird

 24 It is  
short-
ened?

 25 Little 
League 
purchase

 28 Election 
data

 31 On the ___ 
(furtively)

 34 Honolulu 
howdy

 36 Wood ash 
product

 37 Neil  
Arm-
strong’s 
home state

 38 Sand-
stone, e.g.

 42 First 
reader 
canine

 43 Word in  
the Postal 
Service 
creed

 44 Unsettling
 45 Replies of 

compre-
hension

 46 Rummy 
variety

 49 Final amt.
  

(run-scor-
ing out)

 51 Half of a 
matching 
set

 53 Profession 
requiring 
advanced 
math skills

 61 Pigmented 
parts of 
eyes

 62 “This ___ 
take long”

 63 Proper  
function

 64 Mathemati-
cal symbol

 65 Sheltered, 
nautically

 66 Bluesman 
Redding

 67 Add to a 
database

 68 Henry VIII’s 
Catherine

 69 ___ down 
(frisks)

DOWN
  1 Have 

heated 
words

  2 Crazy in 
Cancun

  3 Guinness 
in movies

  4 Berlin’s 
Maxim ___ 
Theater

  5 Jughead’s 
topper

  6 Among
  7 100 Ethio-

pian cents
  8 Further-

more

  9 Does 
foundry 
work

 10 The 
pyramids, 
essentially

 11 Two-col-
ored whale

 12 Ball-
shaped 
hammer 
part

 13 Klondike 
vehicle

 21 James ___ 

(20th U.S. 
president)

 22 Eyelid  
applica-
tion

 25 Deep 
voice at 
the opera

 26 Alphabet 
opener,  
in Israel

 27 Disorderly 
outbursts

 29 Sonic 
start?

 30 Rich-
textured 
Norwegian 
rug

 31 Wiring  
problem

 32 Legitimate  
or legal

 33 Fellow in 
the sticks

 35 Miss  
alternative

 37 It’s found 
in a lode-
bearing 
wall

 39 Carry 
through 
legisla-
tively

 40 Start for 

“starter”

41 Be lovesick
 46 Augustus 

succeeded 
him

 47 Eye 
shadow?

 48 Half a  
play-
ground 
unit?

 50 Glider on 
the ice

 52 Sharpen-
ing belt

 53 Disre-
spectful

 54 Microwave 
device

 55 Old 
English 
inhabitant?

 56 Bartering 
result

 57 Vending  
machine 
choice

 58 Micro-
scopic 
amount

 59 Narrow cut
 60 “Guarding 

___”  
(MacLaine 
movie)



Thursday, September 12, 2013 Spartan Daily | Page 7OPINION
SJSU must get its 
students connected 

When I got my acceptance letters 
to SJSU, SFSU, Sacramento State and 
Chico State, I had quite the decision to 
make. I had worked hard for two and 
a half years at my community college 
to transfer with a 3.5 GPA (which for 
me was something to brag about since I 
graduated from high school with a 2.0) 
and was completely ecstatic 
to receive acceptance to every 
school I applied to.

I stepped onto the SJSU 
campus and couldn’t shake 
it from my mind, even after 
I had visited all of the other 
schools. The old buildings 
and tree-filled campus were 
where I wanted to be, and I 
had no doubt in my mind 
about it. I knew this was the 
school for me.

Before transferring, I had 
idealistic dreams of making 
it on my own for the first time, making 
tons of life-long friends, and having so 
much fun that I’d forget I’m supposed to 
actually be learning.

After starting my second, and hope-
fully last, year here I have realized that 
those idealistic dreams have been shot 
to hell.

That’s not to say I haven’t had some 
fun and made some friends, but trans-
ferring to a four-year university simply 
is not what I thought it would be.

When I first moved on campus, I 
kept hearing students refer to SJSU as a 
“commuter school.”

I have come to learn that this is what 
has greatly contributed to my experi-
ence on campus being a sub-par one.

Over the summer, I visited a friend 
who lives in Chico and he took me on a 
tour of Chico State.

As we walked his two chocolate labs 
around campus, we came upon a few 
people.

Everyone was friendly and wanted 
to chat about the dogs or tell us how cute 
they were.

People were just so open and willing 
to interact.

This is the polar opposite of what 
happens at SJSU. 

Yeah, I meet friends in my classes, 
but it hardly ever goes further than that.

Everyone lives in the surrounding 
cities and doesn’t seem to see the value 
of participating in extracurriculars on 
campus.

I do not know a single person who 
goes to the football games, or any cam-
pus sporting event for that matter.

Everyone just walks around campus 
with their headphones in or whizzes past 
on their skateboards and bicycles.

Even the students who live on cam-
pus have the same mindset.

Last year, I lived on campus and did 
not meet any of my neighbors. As much 
as I tried to smile and wave at anyone I 
passed in the hall coming to and from my 
dorm, nobody really wanted to interact.

I met a couple of neighbors, but we 
were never anything more than two hu-
mans who would awkwardly acknowl-

edge each other as we scanned 
our keys to get in our respec-
tive apartments.

Whenever I would try to  
talk or make friends, they 
would mumble a few sounds 
that vaguely resembled 
words and scurry away.

Even the girls I lived with 
were hesitant to become 
friends with each other.

Either my pure awesome-
ness is too intimidating for 
everyone or they are a prod-
uct of their environment.

Although there were hall get-togeth-
ers and other events out in the Campus 
Village outdoor area, there was no en-
couragement to actually go. The only 
way a person would be notified of these 
happenings was if they actually read the 
posters on the walls, and we all know no-
body does that.

On top of that, I lived in the hall for 
transfer students. Before moving, I had 
to sign a paper saying I would attend a 
bunch of mandatory floor meetings. We 
had one at the beginning of the year and 
that was it.

This year, I am living on campus 
again. I have met a few neighbors and 
my housemates are more willing to form 
relationships with each other. But I still 
have not heard anything about floor get-
togethers or campus events.

I am not a sorority girl and my class 
schedule is too hectic to allow for joining 
any campus organizations.

As a transfer student, it has been 
harder for me to get involved.

If I am paying through the nose to 
live on campus, the least the university 
could have done is help make my transi-
tion as easy as possible.

A sense of community is such an im-
portant part of the college experience 
and SJSU can definitely do more to get 
students involved.

Tessa Terrill is a Spartan Daily staff 
writer.

Follow Tessa Terrill
 on Twitter 

@tweetybirdTT

Just put your phones down
When Apple launched its first 

iPhone in 2007, it changed ev-
erything. What started as a new 
smartphone soon transformed 
into a mind-controlling, handheld 
addiction.

While I didn’t get my first 
smartphone until my junior year 
of high school, you can’t walk down 
the street now without seeing tod-
dlers crying, only to be silenced by 
their mother’s newest game on her 
iPhone.

I love my iPhone, I really do. But 
when I think about how something 
fitting in the palm of my hand has 
affected users, it’s disappointing 
how something so small can be-
come such a big part of someone’s 
daily routine.

One of the most practical uses 
of an iPhone is to serve as a phone. 
Apparently practicality is a thing of 
the past.

In middle school, I remember 
when my parents gave me my first 
flip phone. For those of you who re-
member, a flip phone didn’t have a 
retina-display screen, it didn’t have 
apps and the camera took pixelated 
photos to use for contact IDs.

My parents provided me with 
the phone with one rule in mind — 
“Emergencies only.” There was no 
texting plan, no data plan, just a 
number pad and a small two-inch 
screen inside.

My phone was so basic, there 
wasn’t even a screen to see who was 
calling on the front of the phone. 
Because I only used the phone for 
emergencies, I focused more on 
winning the turkey trot in P.E. than 
my latest text message.

Come to think of it, luckily 
for us, texting wasn’t all the rage 
when I was 13. I lived across the al-
ley from my best friend and when 
we wanted to hangout, I’d poke my 
head above the fence and scream, 
“Natalie!”

When I look at students now in 
the same shoes I was in during mid-
dle school, they’re on their phone 

24/7. Whether it’s tex-
ting in their lap during 
class or taking a “selfie” 
to post on Facebook, 
teens’ eyes are glued to 
their phones.

Today’s kids sit on 
the couch, bust out their 
phones and try to beat 
their next level on Can-
dy Crush. Parents don’t 
say anything because 
they’re doing the same 
thing and it keeps parents from 
having to spend time and money 
on their kids.

The release of the iPhone 5C 
and 5S will lure more users and ad-
dicts with a variety of colors and 
new features.

Back in “my day,” the neigh-
borhood kids and I would meet up 
on a Saturday morning to ride our 
bikes or jump in the pool on a hot 
day.

What this generation needs is 
a reality check. We’ve become so 
dependent on getting satisfaction 
from our iPhones, we crash into 
other people walking because we’re 
smiling at a text message from our 
BFF.

Too often I find myself swerv-
ing to avoid students texting while 
walking through campus. My boy-
friend and I have a rule when we’re 
together of not being on our phones 
at the same time. Rules such as this 
may seem silly, but they remind us 
of the importance of face-to-face 
conversations and staying in-tune 
with our surroundings.

Although some people, myself 
included, say they feel “naked” 
when they don’t have their phone, 
it’s what generations of the past 
have done for centuries. Even just 
turning off your phone for a couple 
of hours relieves you of the stress of 
wanting to constantly check your 
phone.

When I go for a run and leave 
my phone at home, I feel free at 
last. At first, I feel vulnerable driv-

ing away and leaving be-
hind my biggest connec-
tion to the world. Soon 
enough the feeling of 
remorse leaves my body 
and I’m in the zone.

Too many smart-
phone users take the 
feeling of being discon-
nected from their phone 
for granted. Being with-
out a phone makes most 
people uncomfortable 

and vulnerable.
There’s only a few times I con-

done relying on my smartphone. 
When I’m lost and don’t know 
which way I should take Interstate 
280 to get from school to work, I 
need my Waze navigation to guide 
me.

Another time I find myself 
needing my iPhone is when I’m 
playing my favorite Luke Bryan 
song on Spotify while walking 
from class to class. Smartphones 
are also convenient when it comes 
to online banking and you don’t 
have the time to drive all the way 
to the nearest ATM machine just to 
check your balance.

Contrary to popular belief, tak-
ing a break from your smartphone 
empowers users. It makes them 
stronger than those users who are 
too weak to be away from their 
smartphone for even just a few min-
utes. By only using our smartphones 
when we really need them, we can 
feel more independent and at the 
same time save battery life for emer-
gencies.

As the next wave of smart-
phones prepares to crash at the feet 
of iPhone addicts, parents need 
to remember their priorities and 
think of their children. Buying the 
latest iPhone and putting it under 
the tree on Christmas Eve doesn’t 
guarantee happiness. It prom-
ises the next generation of smart-
phone-hungry animals.

Samantha Mendoza is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer. 

My name is Ryan Craighead, transfer ju-
nior from Long Beach, California, and my 
first three weeks at SJSU have not been easy.

I lost count of the classes I have been de-
nied adding. I lost count of the hours I spent 
in the Student Union, searching for classes and 
wiling away the hours until the next hopefully 
open class, living my collegiate life 90 minutes 
at a time. I spent a significant amount of time 
in both the Financial Aid and Bursar’s Office, 
fighting for aid which was awarded to me yet 
maddeningly tricky to physically possess.

My trials are not singular; I expect many, 

many others to be in my place, dealing with the 
self-same stressors of transitioning to real-col-
lege life. My intention is to provide some relief, 
some distraction to ease the stress of the first 
semester as a Spartan.

A free pass for the VTA might just be the 
biggest reason that I will last past the first few 
weeks of the semester. The trains are clean and, 
with the exception of a few more, ah, colorful 
locals, a pleasure to be on. The first friends I 
made were from the light rail, both waiting at 
the Paseo station and on the train itself.

Food has been the easiest connection to 
normalcy in what was suddenly (and hopefully 
temporary) my topsy-turvy life. A breakfast 
burrito in the Student Union followed by a 
super quesadilla topped with orange sauce will 
make anyone’s day better. Trying the local fare, 
aided by my Spartan Survival Guide that I 

picked up at the Associated Students building, 
has kept me both occupied and sane.

During the first week of the semester, the 
gravity of my decision had finally descended 
upon my now bowed shoulders. I know enough 
about stress to understand I had to counteract 
the stress, so I went to a movie. I took advan-
tage of the student movie night at the Camera 
12, saw The World’s End for six bucks and 
laughed heartily.

Financial aid will come, my academics will 
get figured out. This I know; the only thing I 
can do now is work hard and enjoy the ride. Oh, 
yeah: Go Spartans.

Ryan Craighead
Junior, Communications
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to the Editor
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I meet friends in 
my classes, but 
it hardly ever 
goes further 
than that.

ther
t.

Follow Samantha 
on Twitter 

@sam_mendoza_

Comic submitted by Jared Gochuico
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Proposal: White Paper plan 
aims to benefit STEM majors
FROM PAGE 1

sources for CSUs.”
Having standardization for lower division 

courses would make transferring through the 
system much easier for students in the sci-
ence-, technology-, engineering- and mathe-
matics-related fields. This would not only cre-
ate the possibility of more graduates in these 
fields, but also boost our economy, according 
to Qayoumi.

As stated in the proposal, five out of eight 
new jobs in the next 10 years will be in the 
aforementioned fields; and according to the 
U.S Bureau of Labor Statistics, there will be 
more than 1.2 million job openings in the sci-
ence-, technology-, engineering- and mathe-
matics-related fields by 2018.

The United States has an estimated 16 per-
cent of science-, technology-, engineering- and 
mathematics-related graduates earning de-

grees by the year 2020, according to the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

If put into action, Qayoumi said he has a 
goal of increasing science-, technology-, engi-
neering- and mathematics-related profession-
als by an extra one million in the next decade.

“This year we have started the conversation 
(of the White Paper Plan) on campus, as well as 
having conversations off campus, as well with 
some of the embassy friends, donors, and oth-
er thought leaders in the Silicon Valley,” said 
Qayoumi on the White Paper Plan’s current 
state.

If students have any opinions, suggestions 
or would like to know more about the White Pa-
per Plan, both President Qayoumi and Kim Po-
lese encourage them to join the conversation at
reinventingeducation-group@sjsu.edu.

Andrew Forgy is a Spartan Daily staff writer.

Displacement: Greeks adjust 
recruitment tactics to compensate
FROM PAGE 1

Ojeda, a sophomore civil engineering student 
and Sigma Delta Alpha member.

The organizations’ recruiting efforts 
have since been moved to the walkway 
between the Event Center and Hoover
Hall.

Ojeda said the relocation has had a posi-
tive effect on the fraternity’s recruiting 
efforts.

“We get about the same amount of foot 
traffic here as we did over there, if not more,” 
he said. “I think it’s harder to avoid (for stu-
dents) since the dorms are right here.”

According to Ashley Bulatao, a senior 
sociology major and Alpha Kappa Omicron 
member, the move has also posed some prob-
lems that were not an issue in the previous 
location.

“The old location was more of a main 
walkway so this new location is a little easier 
to avoid,” she said. “It’s a lot more congested, 
so we have to be here earlier to get a good spot.”

According to Bulatao, the organizations 
go by a first-come, first-served basis so they 

compete for a visible, high traffic location on 
the walkway.

Bulatao said having the organizations 
grouped together helps increase visibility and 
presence, so the move hasn’t had much of an 
effect on Alpha Kappa Omicron’s recruiting 
efforts.

Most of the fraternities and sororities 
set up in the morning as early as 6 a.m., stay 
during high traffic times to catch students 
walking to class, then pack up around 2 p.m., 
according to Bulatao.

Jessica Hsu, a senior child and adolescent 
development major and Alpha Kappa Delta 
Phi member said the Health Center construc-
tion “is annoying” because of the noise and 
close location to buildings where classes are, 
but it hasn’t affected the sorority’s recruiting.

“I feel like we’ve gotten around the same 
response,” she said. “If people want to come 
through, they will.”

Kristi Myllenbeck is as Spartan Daily 
staff writer.

By Cynthia Hubert and 
Phillip Reese
The Sacramento Bee

SACRAMENTO, Ca-
lif. — The state of Nevada 
and its primary psychiatric 
hospital “intentionally and 
wrongfully” foisted the cost 
of caring for indigent men-
tally ill people onto Califor-
nia cities and counties by 
issuing patients bus tickets 
out of town without mak-
ing proper arrangements 
for their care, a lawsuit filed 
Tuesday in San Francisco 
charges.

San Francisco City At-
torney Dennis Herrera filed 
the class-action lawsuit 
against Nevada, Rawson-
Neal Psychiatric Hospital 
in Las Vegas and state men-
tal health administrators, 
seeking reimbursement for 
the care of indigent patients 
he said the system “dumped” 
onto California in an effort 
to save money.

“What the defendants 
have been doing for years 
is horribly wrong on two 
levels,” Herrera said in a 
written statement announc-
ing the lawsuit. “It cruelly 

victimizes a defenseless 
population, and punishes 
jurisdictions for provid-
ing health and human ser-
vices that others won’t 
provide.”

In addition to unspeci-
fied financial damages, the 
suit asks for a permanent in-
junction preventing Nevada 
from dispatching psychi-
atric patients to California 
unless they are residents of 
the destination city or coun-
ty, are being sent to family 
members who have agreed 
to care for them, or are be-
ing sent to a medical facility 

where arrangements have 
been made for their treat-
ment.

Mary Woods, spokes-
woman for the Nevada De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services, said Tuesday 
afternoon that her agency 
would have no immediate 
comment on the suit.

The action follows a 
formal demand Herrera 
issued last month to Ne-
vada officials. He said he 
planned to take legal ac-
tion within weeks unless 
the state reimbursed San 
Francisco $500,000 for care 

of patients he maintains 
were improperly bused to 
the city since 2008. Her-
rera said an investigation 
by his office had identified 
24 patients who had been 
bused to San Francisco over 
the past five years, 20 of 
whom Herrera said required 
emergency treatment upon 
arrival.

Nevada’s attorney gen-
eral responded this week 
with a letter arguing that 
San Francisco had offered 
insufficient evidence to 
justify its claim. Records 
gathered by state health 

officials and given to Her-
rera “demonstrate that the 
policies are appropriate 
and that only proper dis-
charges were made,” reads 
the letter, sent Monday and 
signed by Chief Deputy 
Attorney General Linda 
Anderson.

Nevada’s mental health 
system has been in the 
spotlight for months, fol-
lowing a Sacramento Bee 
report published earlier 
this year that found Raw-
son-Neal had bused 1,500 
mentally ill patients out of 
Southern Nevada from July 
2008 through early March 
2013. About 500 were 
given one-way tickets to 
California.

San Francisco sues Nevada over ‘patient dumping’
NATION
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@spartandaily
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