San Jose State University

SJSU ScholarWorks

Faculty and Staft Publications Library

8-1-2008

Lobbying for Human Rights: From the League of
Nations to the Equal Ri %ts Amendment— The
Case of Florence Kitchelt, Connecticut Peace
Activist and Feminist”

Danelle L. Moon

San Jose State University, danelle moon@ucsb.edu

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/lib_pub

b Part of the Archival Science Commons, History of Gender Commons, Political History

Commons, Social History Commons, United States History Commons, Women's History

Commons, and the Women's Studies Commons

Recommended Citation

Danelle L. Moon. "Lobbying for Human Rights: From the League of Nations to the Equal Rights Amendment—The Case of Florence
Kitchelt, Connecticut Peace Activist and Feminist™ Pacific Coast Branch, AHA (2008).

This Presentation is brought to you for free and open access by the Library at SJSU ScholarWorks. It has been accepted for inclusion in Faculty and Staff

Publications by an authorized administrator of SJSU ScholarWorks. For more information, please contact scholarworks@sjsu.edu.


http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/lib_pub?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/lib?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scholarworks.sjsu.edu/lib_pub?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1021?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/498?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/505?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/505?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/506?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/495?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/507?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/507?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/561?utm_source=scholarworks.sjsu.edu%2Flib_pub%2F9&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@sjsu.edu

Danelle Moon
San Jose State University
PCB, August 2008

“Broker for Human Rights: From the League
of Nations to the Equal Rights Amendment—
The Case of Florence Kitchelt, Connecticut
Peace Activist and Feminist”



Florence Ledyard Cross Kitchelt
1874-1961




Florence and Richard Kitchelt
1911-1912
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Chase Kimball
1906-1971




Dorothy Detzer—Peace Caravan, 1932

Swarthmore Peace Collection
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Florence Kitchelt Papers

Yale University Library
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Connecticut Peace Map
Florence Kitchelt Papers

Yale University Library



Florence Kitchelt Papers, Yale University
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Florence Kitchelt Papers, Yale University
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THE ROCKY PATH OF EQUAL RIGHTS

It was in 1923 that Senator Charles Curtis of
Kansas, later Vice President under President
Hoover, first introduced the Egual Rights
amendment to the Constitution. That was short~
ly after the Nineteenth Amendment had given
women the vote. The new proposal followed
from a drive . . . to sweep away all remaining
legal discriminations against their sex. [The
amendment reads ‘“‘equality of rights under the

law shall not be denied or abridged on account
of sex™.]

ol *x > * *x >
Some of the opposition is backward-looking,
for among the ‘‘protections’ the amendment

would get rid of are provisions in several states
prohibiting women from serving on juries, re-
stricting the right of a married woman to make
a contract, and like matters. But opposition also
comes from those of less archaic outlook. Thus
Senator Lehman of New York, for example,
pointed out the other day that passage of the
amendment risked doing away with some of the
legal discriminations in favor of women enacted
in states like New York.

Actually all this confuses the issue. In fact it
is hard to understand what the fuss is all about.
The position of women has changed with the

vears, and all this amendment would do is rec-
ognize in the Constitution the simple fact that
our society considers men and women to be
legal equals. The objections to the amendment
are a survival from the thinking of a century
ago, when women not only could not vote, but
were ineligible for public office, and when a
husband could restrain his wife’s personal free-
dom, or punish her for disobedience to his com-
mands. Where special legislation is mnecessary
to protect women it should be embodied in stat~
ute law, just as is special protection for men
when the conditions of their work or other fac-
tors make it desirable.

Sensible as it is, the Equal Rights amendment
has never been presented to the House, but to
the Senate twice. The Senate passed it again the
other day, though with an amendment that vir-
tually undoes all that is sought in it. So it goes.
Well, it took 50 years™ to give women the vote.
I.et us hope that, long before 1973, the Egqgual
Rights amendment will have been accepted as
a matter of course.

* Acually, from the first Woman’'s Rights Convention in

1848 to the ratification of the woman suffrage amendment

to the Constitution in 1920, the struggle continued just
72 vyears.

CONNECTICUT COMMITTEE FOR THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDIMENT
51 Mill Rock Road, New Haven 11, Connecticut
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