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1909 student handbook
a look back in time

“Greetings. We take great pleas-
ure in welcoming you, New Friend
and Old Friend returned, to the
duties and pleasures of Washington.
May this year witness great mental,
moral and physical development in
yourself as you struggle on toward
whatever noble ambition has
brought you to these gates. Pralma.”’

This cordial introduction to the
WU campus was extracted from The
Students’ Handbook of Washington
University 1909-10. Written and
published by Pralma, a select senior
society whose members were chosen
for their “‘loyalty’’ to the University,
the handbook was required reading
for all new students. It served not
only as a useful guide to the Uni-
versity’s faculty, buildings, student
organizations and social events, but it
was also the official harbinger of The
Ten University Rules.

“Freshmen are urged to study
carefully the Rules presented below,’
warned the handbook, “‘and to obey
them to the letter. By so doing they
will not only gain the respect of their
fellows in other classes, but will save
themselves a great deal of annoyance.
Bumptiousness and disobedience with
regard to these Rules can result only
in corrective measures.’’

By order of the senior class, the
ten rules prohibited the freshman
class from smoking pipes on the Uni-
versity grounds, loitering in the arch-
way of University Hall (now Brook-
ings), or wearing badges, buttons or
pins. Freshmen were not allowed to
sprout mustaches or sideburns, but
were obliged to wear a cap ‘‘of gray
cloth with a cherry red button’’ until
after the Christmas holidays.

Segregation, by class standing,
was the order of the day. The stone
wall bounding the southwest corner
of the quadrangle was designated the
freshman wall. They were allotted
special seating in the rear of the
chapel at all special chapel exercises.
Only juniors and seniors were al-
lowed to “‘frequent’’ the steps and
arcade of Library Hall (now Ridgley),
and only seniors were allowed to
loiter on the steps of University Hall.

And finally, the freshmen were
given use of a special locker room in
the ‘‘northeast corner of the base-
ment.”’ The rules do not specify in
which basement these lockers were
to be found, but it was still a base-
ment.

Social events, customs and tradi-
tions were also described in length in
the handbook. Every Saturday morn-
ning, for example, WU students at-
tended Moot Court to ‘‘afford prac-
tice in solving questions of law.”’
Then there was the Freshman Dance,
the Junior Prom, the Athletic Associa-
tion Smoker, the Annual Play, the
Annual Bonfire, Field Day, Fraternity
Baseball and the Surkuss. The Surkuss
still exists, but is now known as
Thurtene Carnival.

Just before Christmas vacation,
the campus became the scene of a
great battle for supremacy between
the two lower classes. The rules of
the Freshman and Sophomore
Numeral Battle were simple: Sopho-

)

mores had to have their flag up by 6
a.m. in such a place that the
numerals on their flag could be seen
from the University campus. The
freshmen had to lower the flag be-
fore 9 a.m. Regardless of the out-
come of the battle, the freshman
class honored the sophomore class in
the spring at the Freshman-Sopho-
more Love Fest. The object of the
fest, according to the handbook, was
‘‘to bury the hatchet’’ of their
rivalry.

‘“There are many other customs
and traditions which are too sacred
to be described in a book for general
distribution,’’ stated the handbook.
‘“These will be imparted individually
to the Freshmen and other new stu-
dents at the proper time, under fit-
ting surroundings, and according to
ancient rituals. Let the uninitiated
take due notice and be governed ac-
cordingly!”’

“‘Uninitiated”’ freshmen must
have viewed the campus the same
way an explorer views an unexplored
continent, with a mixture of fear and
excitement. Many of the ancient
rituals spoken of in the handbook
were performed by the four secret
societies which flourished on the
campus at the time. Each year, 11
members of the freshman class were
inducted into the ‘‘Obelisk.”’ The
sophomores had the ‘‘Lock and
Chain’’ and the juniors formed
‘“Thurtene.”’ The only secret society
for women was “W.A.G.”

Both food and lodging were pro-
vided to students at various prices.
For the hefty sum of $60 per annum,
a male student could rent a single
dormitory room. Furniture for the
room, however, was $10 extra. A
single room for a woman student
was also $60 per annum, but furni-
ture was not available and a special
charge was added for electric light-
ing. Breakfast and supper cost $3.50
per week, or 35 cents for individual
meals. Lunch was served a la carte.

A yearly subscription to Student
Life, the ‘‘peerless paper,”’ was
$1.50. If a student needed to phone
home for a little extra cash, they could
use the one and only telephone the
University owned, which hung from
the wall in the chancellor’s office,
between 1-2 p.m. and after 5 p.m.

For the WU student of 1909, the
student handbook listed everything
that was necessary for orientation.
Today, the University is far more
complicated and, therefore, needs
several books to explain the rules
and procedures of housing, Univer-
sity services, entertainment and aca-
demic requirements. Two of the best
books available to new students are
the Housing Guide, published by and
available at the Housing Office, and
Bearings, a guide to University serv-
ices, available at the Residential Life
Center. Both the Housing Office and
the Residential Life Center are
located in Wohl Center in the
South-40.

Fortunately for today’s fresh-
men, the mandatory gray caps with
cherry red buttons have long since
disappeared from the campus.
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fessor of chemical engineering and biotechnology, and David Masters (left) and H. Lon Henry, both
of Braun’s American organization, which is headquartered in Burlingame, Calif.

Fermenter donated to
biotechnology center

A state-of-the-art fermenter for grow-
ing bacteria and for exploring new
fermentation techniques was donated
to WU by B. Braun Instruments of
Burlingame, Calif., the American di-
vision of the world’s oldest and larg-
est manufacturer of fermentation
equipment.

The machine, a two-liter re-
search model called Biostat M, was
awarded to the University’s year-old
Center for Biotechnology. Under the
direction of Eric H. Dunlop, profes-
sor of chemical engineering and bio-
technology, researchers will use the
equipment to ‘‘scale up’’ bacteria, in-

Student activities
adds two staffers

The Office of Student Activities
has two new staff members this fall,
according to Justin X. Carroll, direc-
tor of the office. They are Greg
Giesen and Sara Sugerman.

Giesen will serve as coordinator
of student activities with responsibil-
ities for Mallinckrodt Center pro-
gramming, game room operations,
and advising major campus entertain-
ment committees such as Filmboard
and the Gargoyle committee. He will
also coordinate the campus audio-
visual service. Giesen was freshman
advisor and an alcohol resource con-
sultant at Miami University, Ohio.

Sugerman will also serve as coor-
dinator of student activities and will
advise a variety of student organiza-
tions including the Women'’s Pro-
gramming Board, Hatchet yearbook,
the sophomore commission and the
blood drive committee. She will also
manage the Women’s Resource Cen-
ter. Since January, Sugerman has
served as senior researcher in WU'’s
Development Services.

Other staff members in the Of-
fice of Student Activities include: Ad-
rienne Glore, associate director; Nan-
cy Donovan, coordinator of student
activities; and Claude Remy, evening
program assistant.

cluding genetically engineered or-
ganisms, from laboratory experi-
ments to larger amounts.

The fermenter comes with a digi-
tal display control unit which regu-
lates acidity, oxygen, temperature,
foam fermentation and mixing speed.
The machine can be interfaced with a
computer which handles data acquisi-
tion and processing. According to
Dunlop, fermentation is an integral
process for many industries, includ-
ing food and beverage, agriculture,
pharmaceutical, and perfume busi-
nesses.

Presenting the equipment were
H. Lon Henry, vice president of B.
Braun Instruments’ American organ-
ization, and David Masters, national
sales manager. Braun’s world head-
quarters are in Melsungen, West Ger-
many.
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Labor
negotiator
named

C. Raymond Grebey Jr., one of the
nation’s most respected labor nego-
tiators, has joined the faculty of the
WU School of Business and Public
Administration.

Grebey, director of the Major
League Baseball Players’ Relations
Committee from 1978 to 1983, will
serve as executive in residence dur-
ing the coming year, announced Rob-
ert L. Virgil Jr., dean of the business
school.

Grebey’s entire career has in-
volved labor relations and negotia-
tions. Before entering baseball, he
was chief negotiator for the General
Electric Company Corporate Head-
quarters in Fairfield, Conn. Prior to
that, he served as an industrial rela-
tions specialist for Inland Steel Com-
pany.

At WU, he will teach economics
of bargaining and interact with the

faculty and corporate community on
various research projects. His prin-
cipal interests at the business school
will be collective bargaining in indus-
try, including its role in the next dec-
ade and how it can become more
effective.

C. Raymond Grebey Jr.

Assembly Series—.........

Mary McCarthy, a member of the
National Institute of Arts and Letters
and author of over a dozen books,
including The Group, Ideas and the
Novel, and Cannibals and Mission-
aries, will give a reading and com-
mentary on Wednesday, Sept. 28.

Henry Steele Commager, John
Woodruff Simpson Lecturer at Am-
herst College, will speak at the Fall
Honors Assembly Wednesday, Oct. 5.
A member of the National Academy
of Arts and Letters since 1966, Com-
mager was awarded the Academy’s
Gold Medal for History in 1972. His
publications include Growth of the
American Republic, Britain Through
American Eyes, and The Empire
Reason.

Poet, essayist and translator John
Ciardi will speak on ‘““The Unknown
American Language (And How It
Grew)’ Wednesday, Oct. 12. Ciardi
has published over 14 books of
poetry, including How -Does a Poem
Mean?, a widely used college text.
He does a weekly radio feature, ‘A
Word In Your Ear,”’ for National
Public Radio.

Feminist author and poet Robin
Morgan will speak on ‘‘Sisterhood
and the Women’s Revolution”
Wednesday, Oct. 19. In 1970, Mor-
gan compiled and edited Sisterbood
is Powerful, the first comprehensive
anthology of writings from the Wom-
en’s Movement.

Also on Wednesday, Oct. 19, the
Alice M. Goodman Memorial Lecture
will be delivered at 4 p.m. by Huston
Smith, Hanna Professor of Philos-
ophy at Hamline University. Smith’s
book on world religions, The Reli-
gions of Man, has sold over two mil-
lion copies. Smith will speak on
“Richer by Asia’’ in Graham Chapel.

Other books of Smith include
Condemned to Meaning, Forgotten

Truth: The Primordial Tradition and
Beyond the Post-Modern Mind.

Daniel B. Shea, professor of
English and chairman of the English
department at WU, will speak on
‘‘Mark Twain and the Loss of ‘Hello
Central,” ”’ Wednesday, Oct. 26.
Shea, who joined the University fac-
ulty in 1962, has a special interest in
colonial American literature and the
Puritan influence in American litera-
ture.

The Olin Conference will be
delivered Wednesday, Nov. 2, by Vir-
ginia Weldon, deputy vice chancellor
for medical affairs and professor of
pediatrics at WU’s School of Med-
icine. Weldon, who is also vice presi-
dent of the WU Medical Center and
is on the staffs of the Barnes and St.
Louis Children’s hospitals, will speak
on ‘Out of the Temple and into the
Market Place: Changing Perspectives
in Medicine.”’

Elie Abel, Harry and Norman
Chandler Professor of Communica-
tion and chairman of the Depart-
ment of Communication at Stanford
University, will deliver the James S.
McDonnell Lecture for Youth Thurs-
day, Nov. 17. Former dean of the
Graduate School of Journalism at
Columbia University, Abel has had a
distinguished career in journalism as
a reporter, broadcaster and educator.

Abel received the George Foster
Peabody Award for outstanding radio
news in 1968 and the Overseas Press
Club Award for best interpretation of
foreign news in 1969. Author of sev-
eral books, including The Missile
Crisis, Abel will speak on ‘‘Global In-
formation: The New Battleground.”’

Three other Assembly Series lec-
tures are scheduled for Nov. 9, Nov.
16 and Nov. 30. Speakers for those
dates will be announced later. For
more information, call 889-5285.

Polish poet
opens 83-84
lectures

Czeslaw Milosz, the Polish-born poet,
essayist and novelist and winner of
the 1980 Nobel Prize for Literature,
will read selections of his work at 11
a.m. Wednesday, Sept. 7, in Graham
Chapel.

His reading, which is free and
open to the public, is the first sched-
uled lecture for the 1983 Fall As-
sembly Series.

Milosz, who was born in
Lithuania in 1911, worked in War-
saw during World War II as a writer,
editor and translator for Resistance
publications. He joined the Polish
Diplomatic Service after the war, but
broke away from his homeland in
1951 and moved to France, where he
continued to write and translate.

Author of The Captive Mind, a
collection of essays, Milosz came to
the United States in 1961 to teach
Slavic languages and literature at the
University of California, Berkeley.
Now an American citizen, he remains
at Berkeley as a tenured professor on
leave. While continuing to write new
poems, essays and novels, he also has
been translating his earlier works
from Polish to English.

The Nobel laureate was invited
to visit Poland in 1981 and was pre-
sented with an honorary doctorate at
the Catholic University in Lublin.
While in Poland, he met with
Solidarity Leader Lech Walesa, who
Milosz considers ‘‘a remarkable man,
a splendid leader.”

In addition to The Captive Mind,
his publications include Visions from
San Francisco Bay, Emperor of the
Earth, The Seizure of Power, Selected
Poems and Bells in Winter.

Czeslaw Milosz

Designs tour Britain

Building and landscape designs
by six architectural students at WU
have been selected for an interna-
tional exhibition currently touring
major British cities.

The three designs by the six stu-
dents, working in teams of two, are
among 25 projects selected for the
exhibition from 75 entries to a recent
international competition to create
an entertainment area in Regents
Park, London. The contest was spon-
sored by the Royal Institute of British
Architects and the British company,
Wiggins Teape, and will run through

December.
The WU exhibitors were all

members of an undergraduate design
studio taught last spring by Janet
Rothberg White, affiliate assistant
professor of architecture. The teams
were composed of: Raymond Chu of
Chesterfield, Mo., and Brad Eilering
of Belleville, Ill.; Jorge Lopez of
Sarasota, Fla., and Joanne Tall of
New Haven, Mo.; and Silas Chiow of
Maryland Heights, Mo., and Haden
Smith of Columbia, Mo.

The exercise, according to orga-
nizers, was to create an area dubbed
“‘Seventh Heaven,’’ a place of ‘‘pub-
lic luxury” where parkgoers could
dine and musical performances and
art exhibitions could be held.

Construction—........., .

The wrestling team is currently
negotiating for space in the basement
of Lee Dormitory, where the Judo
Club has been practicing.

According to John Schael, direc-
tor of athletics, no significant de-
crease in the quality of activities is
anticipated. However, due to the
shortage of space, adjustments will
be made to accommodate programs.

““Physical education programs
have been changed to reflect a real-
istic schedule based upon available
space. Class schedules have been
‘tightened up’ and other classes have
been relocated.

‘“The intramural sports program
has adjusted the calendar of offerings
in an attempt to lengthen the indoor
sports seasons. The additional aspect
of lighted, outdoor field space at a
reduced total field area presents a
new scheduling challenge for the IM
staff,”’ Schael emphasized.

‘“The open recreation enthusiast
is perhaps the person that will have
to make the greatest adjustment,”’

Schael added. ‘‘This person is squeez-
ed out by more formalized program-

ming. Avenues are being explored at

off-campus facilities to accommodate
the recreational user.”

Schael said an attempt also has
been made to direct these users to
local community agencies such as
YMCAs, the Jewish Community Cen-
ter and municipal recreation centers.

All of these changes have oc-
curred under Schael’s direction.
When completed, Schael estimates
that approximately 1,800 people will
use the new athletic complex daily,
compared to 600 or 700 prior to
construction.

‘“We don’t have to create in-
terests — the interest is clearly there.
What is needed is space to play,”’
said Schael.

Schael strongly believes that the
new complex is a necessity for at-
tracting top quality students and
faculty. It will be the best in the Mid-
west and will serve as a tremendous
recruiting asset, he said.
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