Washington University School of Medicine
Digital Commons@Becker

Washington University Record Washington University Publications

12-3-1981

Wiashington University Record, December 3, 1981

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/record

Recommended Citation

"Washington University Record, December 3, 1981" (1981). Washington University Record. Book 219.
http://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/record/219

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Washington University Publications at Digital Commons@Becker. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Washington University Record by an authorized administrator of Digital Commons@Becker. For more information, please contact

engeszer@wustl.edu.


http://digitalcommons.wustl.edu?utm_source=digitalcommons.wustl.edu%2Frecord%2F219&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/record?utm_source=digitalcommons.wustl.edu%2Frecord%2F219&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/wu_pubs?utm_source=digitalcommons.wustl.edu%2Frecord%2F219&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/record?utm_source=digitalcommons.wustl.edu%2Frecord%2F219&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://digitalcommons.wustl.edu/record/219?utm_source=digitalcommons.wustl.edu%2Frecord%2F219&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:engeszer@wustl.edu




(Left to right) Gary Clark (AB '57), chairman of the WU Arts and Sciences Advisory Council, Dean Linda B.
Salamon of the College of Arts and Sciences, and Raymond E. Arvidson, associate professor of earth and
planetary sciences, discuss plans for the next ‘‘Breakfast with the Arts and Sciences’’ meeting to be held
Wednesday, Dec. 9 at 7:30 a.m., in the Alumni House on campus.

Breakfast series on liberal arts
features faculty; supported by AAC

The College of Arts and Sciences
will present the second speaker in its re-
cently launched ‘‘Breakfast with the Arts
and Sciences’’ series to members of its
giving clubs, their friends, and ccher
specially invited guests on Wednesday
morning, Dec. 9 at 7:30 a.m., at the
Alumni House on campus.

Raymond E. Arvidson, WU as-
sociate professor of earth and planetary
sciences, will give an illustrated lecture
on ‘‘Through the Solar System — From
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus and Back to
Earth’’ as another in a series of four
breakfast programs designed to increase
public awareness of the value of a liberal
education.

The WU ‘‘Breakfast’’ series, con-
ceived and planned by Linda B. Sala-
mon, dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences, is one of 17 programs selected
for inclusion in AAC'’s (Association of
American Colleges) National Network of
Special Events on Liberal Learning.
Chosen from among nearly 50 proposed
projects, the WU series focuses attention
““on the relevance of a liberal education
to one’s personal, professional and civic
life.”” The AAC National Network is sup-
ported in part by grants from the Ford
and Andrew W. Mellon Foundations.

Arvidson, director of the NASA Re-
gional Planetary Image Facility at WU,
will show the first views of Missouri’s
crust taken by remote-sensing satellites.
This research, funded by two NASA
grants totaling $76,000, has been pro-
vided to WU’s Department of Earth and
Planetary Sciences to prospect from
space with satellites and to examine the
Ozark Plateau and Missouri lead belt.
The investigation has provided new in-
sight into the geologic formation and

makeup of the New Madrid Fault, long
considered a prime location for an earth-
quake in this region. The work, super-
vised by Arvidson, clearly shows a rift
(probably a billion years old) cutting
across Missouri and intersecting with a
rift called the Mississippi Embayment
near New Madrid, Mo. Photos of this
area have astonished geologists because
they are the first to reveal why the area
near New Madrid is so unstable.

Salamon described the series as
‘‘an unusual attempt to engage the
educated public in the role of liberal
learning in the life of today’s society.”’
Three other WU faculty from the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, who are active-
ly involved in critical thought in a varie-
ty of disciplines, have each been asked to
present a topic of particular interest.

Last month, Leonard S. Green, as-
sociate professor of psychology, opened
the series with a lecture on ‘‘Economics
According to the Pigeon.’’ He focused
attention on ‘‘what research with rats
and pigeons tells us about learning and
motivation.”’ Green revealed how animal
studies are providing new insights into
economic markets and consumer be-
havior, income distribution, and even
the ‘‘puritan work ethic.”’ Some of these
experimental results achieved at WU and
four other U.S. universities were sum-
marized in a Fortune magazine article
last winter.

Other speakers in this ‘‘Breakfast’’
series will be: Norris K. Smith, noted
WU art historian and an authority on
Frank Lloyd Wright, who will be fea-
tured in February; and Robert Salisbury,
professor of political science, who will
address the April meeting.

Internship opportunities discussed at meeting

The WU Washington (D.C.) se-
mester and summer internship program,
which places students in Congressional
offices and federal agencies concerned
with issues ranging from transportation
to art, health care to banking, will be dis-
cussed at a 4 p.m. meeting Wednesday,
Dec. 2, in Eliot Lounge (200 Eliot).
Karen Dawson, research associate in the
Center for the Study of Public Affairs
and faculty coordinator of the program,
will explain the program.

Sponsored by the center and the
Department of Political Science, the pro-
gram is operated by the Washington
Center for Learning Alternatives
(WCLA), a non-profit educational organ-
2 ization that develops comprehensive

learning opportunities in the nation’s
capital for undergraduate and graduate
students. WU students first participated
last spring.

Students selected for the program
work at an agency for 35 hours a week
and attend a weekly seminar organized
by the WCLA, which also arranges for
housing. Students must write research
papers under the direction of a WU
faculty member in order to earn 15
hours of academic credit.

Participants are most likely to be ac-
cepted for an internship as first-semester
seniors, but current sophomores and
freshmen, as well as juniors, may attend
to gain information on summer and fall
1982 sessions.

Criminals faced torture, paradox
in Chinese dynastic code of law

In the United States, the word
“law’’ is usually synonymous with ‘‘jus-
tice’’ and ‘‘equality.”’ But to the
Chinese, the word produces visions of
harsh punishments and government by
oppression.

In fact, the word ‘‘lawyer’’ roughly
translated into Chinese means ‘‘legal
trickster,”” according to William C.
Jones, professor of law.

‘““You can imagine a child’s embar-
rassment in school when the teacher asks
what the student’s father does for a liv-
ing, and the child replies he is some sort
of legal con man,’’ said Jones. ‘‘The
study of law in China is not very
popular.”’

Jones, who studied Chinese at the
Stanford Center in Taiwan ten years ago,
recently received a grant from the Dana
Fund for International and Comparative
Legal Studies to translate the Qing (pro-
nounced Ching) Code, a legal system
that existed during the Manchu Dynasty
from 1644 to 1911.

The Qing Code was, in 1911, the
final form of the oldest continuing legal
tradition in the world. About a third of
it is based on China’s most important
legal code, the Tang Code, which dates
from the seventh century. The Tang
Code influenced the legal codes of Japan
and Korea, as well as China, but no
complete copy of it has survived.

Jones said that his interest in Chi-
nese legal history stems from the fact
that it is the most developed legal
system in the world that is totally unin-
fluenced by Roman law.

Although the Qing Code has been
translated into English before, the trans-
lation is inexact and unreliable. So, with
the help of Richard H. Yang, WU pro-
fessor of Chinese, Jones hopes to com-
plete a definitive translation, with a glos-
sary and cross-referenced index, by the
end of 1983. Jones and Yang have in-
vited Wejen Chang from the Academia
Sinica in Taiwan, whom Jones calls “‘the
world’s outstanding scholar’’ in Chinese
legal history, to come to the United
States next spring to double check their
translation and offer suggestions.

Why laws and legal codes were not
very popular in China is understandable.
The Qing Code and its predecessors con-
centrated on criminal law with very little
provision made for civil litigation. The
judgment for all crimes involved some
sort of physical punishment, such as
beating with a light or heavy bamboo
stick, hard labor, exile or death.

“The two types of death mentioned
in the beginning of the Qing Code in-
clude death by strangulation and death
by beheading,’’ said Jones. ‘‘Death by
beheading was the worst of the two be-
cause the person’s spirit was thought to
be eternally unhappy with no complete
body to inhabit after death.”’

Jones added that a third kind of
death sentence, death by slicing, is also
mentioned, but it was reserved for ‘‘hor-
rendous’’ crimes such as high treason or
patricide.

China’s legal systems of the past
were full of incongruities. For example, a
judge might have both the defendant
and plaintiff beaten, just in case the

William C. Jones

plaintiff was lying.

Also, an alternate way for seeking
revenge on someone was to commit sui-
cide. The punishment for causing some-
one to commit suicide was often death.

““The Chinese saw law as a necessary
evil,” said Jones. ‘‘They recognized the
importance of having penalties for
crimes, but they didn’t really study it as
we do in law schools today. It was more
important for someone like the Emperor
or other high officials to set good moral
examples for society.’’

Although the Chinese traditionally
have had little guod to say about laws
and legal systems, one of the more
popular genres in Chinese literature is,
ironically, the detective story. The hero
is always a judge whose wisdom and per-
ception make him the only person who
can solve the mystery.
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Business Administration, Cambridge,
Mass.; the Wharton School of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia; the
Graduate School of Business at the Uni-
versity of Texas, Austin, Tex.; and the
Graduate School of Management at the
University of California, Los Angeles.

Costs of renovating the foyer were
defrayed by St. Louis firms and civic
leaders: Scherck Stein and Franc, Inc.;
Stifel Nicolaus and Co., Inc.; Stanley R.
Miller, a WU trustee and limited part-
ner, Goldman, Sachs and Co., A.G. Ed-
wards and Sons, Inc.; John Simon, I. M.
Simon and Co. and The Brown Group,
Inc.
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