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The Pros and Cons of Implementing the TOEIC in the University ——
An Assessment of Teaching Methods and Questionnaire Results in
the TOEIC Classes at Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology

Shoko Miura™'

Abstract: This is a follow-up study on the results of teaching the TOEIC Class from April 2004 to

September 2005 at Tokyo University of Marine Science and Technology. Last year, a study of faculty

development in teaching the "TOEIC Class" in the same university was published in this journal to ascertain
that encouraging self-study methods was effective in improving TOEIC test results. This year's study

considers the pros and cons of introducing the TOEIC test as a part of English education for college

students and uses a questionnaire given to the top 10 students in each class in order to assess the teaching
methods in the TOEIC class and students' attitudes toward self-study. The study hopes to show the

usefulness of the TOEIC class method, which strengthens students' motivation and self-drive, and, at the

same time, to consider the meaning and possible consequences of giving the TOEIC test to college students.
The TOEIC, when used as a motivating tool, can be very effective for college students, while it is

inadvisable to regard it as a tool to assess students' English ability as a whole.

Keywords: Testing college students with TOEIC, English teaching methods with TOEIC, TOEIC in college
education, the TOEIC class, student questionnaires on TOEIC
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