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A Vision of English Education in Japanese Universities
in the 21st Century
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A survey on the English language education from primary school to senior high school was con-
ducted among the students of Tokyo University of Fisheries between the ages of 18 and 20 in re-
sponse to increasing reports of higher levels of listening and speaking skills by the English lan-
guage faculty. The survey reflected a transition from the highly-criticized English language educa-
tion focusing on studying grammar to an English language education focusing on practical commu-
nication skills of listening and speaking. The educational reforms of 2002 will allow primary
schools to establish an English curriculum, which will make it highly possible to acquire high levels
of listening and speaking skills at an early age. To cope with this change, universities will need to
change their English language curriculum. Rather than focusing primarily on developing basic Eng-
lish language skills, universities will be required to offer an intensive English program including the
ability to work across cultures, the development of reading and writing skills on academic levels,
and the development of generic skills for active participation in international forums and academic
societies.

Key words: English education in universities, Comprehensive knowledge, Cross-cultural under-
standing, Communication skills
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