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- THE

'CASTLE OF ENCHANTMENT ;

OR, THE
r

MYSTERIOUS DECEPTION.

N a fultry .uthbegm" of autumn, as_the i
Segriin m'mﬂathehwhm.aﬁnhlu!:;c&f i

a meanly apparelled traveller, in a region fo which he wasan
firanger, and compell:d him to feck fhelter from the b

nataral obfeurity of a thick foreft of lofty trees, heigh by the
beavy clonds, buried all the furrounding objefts in io anj

that without the frequent flafthes of lightning, he would have been
unable to fee twenty paces before him. Happily, by this dreadful
illumination, he difcovered an old half-ruined tower, that rofe abova.
fome thick wood on a fmall eminence, and offered him a fufficient
defence from the violence of the tempe, This fight i
ray of joy to him, that was fucceeded by rapture, w

uncommon, fplendour; he difcavered that, among the
the caitle, three turrets @till remained uninjured, < At h,™
cried he, in a voice of 5 1 have found the termination of
miy troubles, fince it is im le that Lafiris would deccive me, and
this is certainly the fpot he has indicated as the period of my mife~
rics.” He perceived a narrow path that Jed the thicket to
the tower, at which he drfived in a few minutes, & three towers
were all that lh:d:.hﬁi;:hnndd“&u had fpared of a fpacious
and nificent caftle, gments.of which, overgrawn with mofs
and xugbx, lay for a wait extent feattered about, * |

The heavy rain did not permit him to contemplate thefe aweful
ruins, and b{ haktened to the interior of the tower, the entrance
of which was open, and he found himfelf in a large vaulted
which, ‘at varicus apertures, admitted the lightning fufficiently ta
difplay a winding alcent, that led to the top of the building.
TRsart throbbed, uhﬂtkgwpd”hhm’upmﬁndwkm and




4 CASTLE OF ENCHANTMERNT.

winding thrice round the tower, terminated in a fmall anti-chamber,
fo feehly illuminated, that he could difcern nothing but a bench of
ftone pi{l:cd againft one of its walls,~and the paffage to another
apartment, from which iffued the little light that glimmered in the
former room.  He looked through the entrance, and the firft glance
we fuch certainty to his-expeftations, that he drew back, and
ﬁ:ved himfelf on the bench to recover his cmngofum. He oblerved
hixdrefs, and, for the firlt time, was afh f his app e,
wehich was not calcalated to fuflify-his intrufion into an apartment
fike that before him. Reccllefling, that by favour of this ap-
pearance he had paffed unhurt through varions provinces and king-
doms, he refolved to proceed a little longer with it, however
acc-rdant to the magnificence of the apartment he was about to-
enters -
He ftepped in, and feemed to tread in the chamber of a monarch,
The floor-was covered with cloth of gold, the walls were hung with
filke tapeftry, bordered with feftoons of artificial flowers, that
rivalled the produttions of nature, A bed in the form of a pavillien,
with hangings of blue Tatin, ftood on oné fide the apartment, which
reccived all its light from a lofty arched window of crimion glafs,
that threw a rich glow over the room, at once folemn and chearful,
However unex all thefe particulars in fuch’a wikierneis mighs
de, and in a ruinous caftle, he was fill more furprifed, inftead of the
whie@t he was in fearch of, to find a young man reclining on the
ted, who raifzd himfelf at his apj 5 rTnind him with a
ferious but ferene look, without the leafc %ﬂ of alarm at the abrupt
appearance of @ perfon; whofe figure was fo little adapted to imprefs
any one in hli: fayour, Al o i 1
e youth was wra in a mantle ; his eyes were
fonk hl”uhit head, his cP.nPu:‘pllexinn -:E:-Pnle and fickly, and on his
whole perfon there was an impreffion of tender fadnefs.
an apology for his intrufion, which the youth did not fuffer him to
finifh. * You feem by your appearance,™ faid he, ¢ little favoured
of fortomej if you arc unhappy, you are my brother, and welcome
to-me,"™ J "H
«' ] am a firanger," anfwered he, ¢¢ the native of a diftant land.
Atempett, that rm]:r'rf.d me in this foreft, drove me for refuge to
this tower, which is the fame, that for [ome weeks I have been
fecking in this kingdom.* : 2 .
The youth raifed his eyes, and obferved the ﬂrmE;Ir with er
atfentiun § and though his appearance was rather hideous than al-
Juring, the found of his voice was fo engaging, as to gain him the
heart of the you'h, who firove in vain to recencile fo uncouth a figure
with an accent that excited in him fuch pleafing emotions, He bade
the old man feat him(elf on the bed, and he produced fome bread
and fruits, and a flafk of wine. ¢ This liguor,” faid he, * has
reniined untouched many days + I cannot expend it better than on
thee, who feemelt to need fomewhat to refrefh thee, I have lived
for more than 2 month on bread and water, and fhall probably never
ndulge on better food,™ i
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The Rranger furveyed his Hoft with a Jook of pity; and thankin
him for bis kindnels, faid, ** As a proof of vl:nlh to be g‘l‘lll:fﬂE'
T will thew myfelf in 'my own form, in'whl;:{l I may be more fer-
vickable than in my affumed one.” With thefe words he' divefted
himfelf of lis drefs, and revealed to the youth a young man of
swn age, and equal to himfelf in beauty, though he too feemed tor
have fﬁ:&nd from inward forrow, ag well as fiom the-toils of hi
pilgrimage. - b

The youth of the tower gazed earneftly at his gueft; when at
length, wmable to reprets his emotions, be threw his arms about the
firanger’s neck, pﬁ him to his bofom; and walhed his cheeks

with tears,
. The ‘ftranger, however, affefted this effufion of tendernelt,
could not but be furpriled, and his aftonifhment was perceived b
the youth of the tower. ¢ Theu thalt learn the caule of all
wonders," faid the latter ; ¢ but firft fiwear never to defert me, but
to refide with me here till death fhall part us.” *¢ I do fwear it,"™
anfwered the firanger, © I vow never 1o quir thee, by the life of her
for whom I breathe, whom I o long have fought ir vain, and ex=
pected to have found in this tower," :

¢ Tn this tower," exclaimed the other; * but [ think you have
already faid fo. There is fomething mylterious in thy difcourfe, ia
thy features, and in our meeting in this tower.  Tell me, T conjuse
thee, who thou “art, and- whom thou feckeft ; *T will return thy
franknefs, and confide to thy bofom a fecret, thit hitherto has beem
limited to mire, and on which depends the defting of my life.™ . &

# How can'l withha'd any thing from thee, when I feel inclined
to fhed my life to tetify my affeftion for thee, But expeft 'to heak
= firange ‘and incredible hiftory." ' : ol
4 It canmot be more marvellous than what T fall relate, when-
thou haft fatisfied my curiofity.” 40 | . ' aly
' 'During this difcourfe a couple of cavaliers, mufiled to the
;!et. arrived at the tower, where they (bught thelter from the form;

hey left wheir fieeds below, and aliénded the Rairs, but before they
resched the anti-chamber, they perceived that others were arrived
there before them, They flopped therefore, and feating themfelves
on the ftone bench near the door, wrapped themittlves in their mana
tl::.d and liftened with greedy attention to every word that was ut=
tel iy :

¢ The place of my birth," faid the firanger, * is in E
where Lafiris, m ﬁl‘b)::r, is chvief minifter of Soldan.™ mh
f« What do T hear?" interrupted the youth of the tower ; # Ly
firis thy fathe: ? and thou his fon-Olimandy? e
f; How 1"! cried the other, ““ and are you then aequainted with
usi”
¢ Forgive me this interruption which fhall not be repeated, and
pvunmth thy relation.” e \ Py
¢ As you ftem not unacquainted with 5 it would be fuper-
fluous to’mention in wtumnnncr the fons- of our high priefts are
z
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edweated. Suffice it to fity, that when I had attained my feverteenth
year, my father fent me, under the care of an aged prieft, to.com-

. te my education in Greece, that I might be initiated in the

finian and other myfterics. In this tour I employed two years

and learnit all that the feveral myferies could teach me, and ret
with the conviftion, that I was equally ignoant of every valuable
knowledge as at my departure from Egypt. My father received me
-~ with great kindnefs, and, finding me Hg{Pclnul by my acquifitions,
converfed with me u% freely on the i ificanck- of my attain-
ments, ¢ To what," faid he, * will all thefe high fecreis avail thee?
‘The true fage is not he who can talk of whatfew know, and none
aced or with to be acquainted with; but he who knows how to rene
der his life moft agzeeable to himfelf, and moik ufiful to his fellows,
who iy verled in the powers of nature, and can operate things by
their means, that to the ignorant appear miraculous or magical.”
By fuch difcourfe as this, Lafiris firove to inflame my curiofity, and
excite me to diligence, that could alone, as he faid, endow me with
true knowledge. But fate has cut me off from the inbe:itance of
his wildom, by fubjefting me to 2 paflion, from which'all his philo-
fophy did not enable him to releafe me.  This paffion (the frangefk
and moft irrational that ever tyranniled over 2 human breaft) maftered
me, and deftroyed all my former plans of life, frultiated all my effarts
to render mylelf worthy the cares of Lafiris, and chaived me lan~
guifhin inaftive to the fect of a flatve.” « A flatue ?" ex=
lh:mafthe youth of the tewer, in a tone at once expreffive of mirth

and amazement

* Hedr me out,” faid Ofmandy : * After my return from Greece,
Lafiris left his apartment at 1ll times open to me, into which, previous
to this, I had never entered but at his ommons. Adjeining to this
chamber was a cabinet, which mo one in the family dared to open,
though it was generally unlocked, and without any faftening; every
one geliering that the wLnr was guarded by a terrific fpirit, who would
flay any one that prefumed to invade this fanétuary. On me, a mere
rohibition of my father would have been a greater reftszint than the
Lr of this tremeodous fpirit. But as he had never impofed any
reftraint on-me on this fubjeft, euriofity impelled me to examine the
of this myfterious cabinet; and one morning, when I was
alone in the apartment, I eotered it, when the firlk thing that capght
my eye was a virgin of moft divine beauty, who was fitting on a
couch and playing with & dove, that feeikd to neftle in her bofom.
She was drefled i a long robe, which hung from her right thouldes,
and was bound beneath irer haif-revealed bofom with a golden zone.
Her arms and fhoulders were bare, and the light veftment with which
the was cloathed, though in the Greeian manaer, it afforded a com-
plete covering to her limbs, delicatcly hetrayed the besuty of their
form and proportien, = 1 was aftoniflied to find fo lovely a perfon in
the cabinet of Lafiris, whom his wifdom and his virtue elevated
above lufpicion ; but though I hud already feen how clofe an imll‘ﬂ‘-.
trefs artis of sature, I mniwsiud. and did net (uipedt this beautequs®
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form of being an image, till her remaining entirely motionlels after
fome timé made me {ufpelt it. . o

# Words cannot exprefs what took place in me at this initant,
for can eny one conceive, who has not experienced it. I could not
doubt that it was a lifelefs image, and yet my heart perfified to think
that it lived and breathed, and heard what [ add toit. This-
deluﬁunmfel’:mnﬁ, that I remained 2 full balf bour on my knee
before it, uttering all that the moft im love could luggeit,.
without venturing to touch it, Certainly, theught I, fhe can only
be enchanted ; fhie lives, though fhe does not breathe ; fhe can hear
m,_:lwughﬂinannct anfwer ; the will not be ever infenfible to the
fervent love with which fhie has infpired me, I will move her
the ardour and conltancy of my palfien to return it ; perhaps it is.
referved for me to break g.'l'l: charms that confine her, and to become,,
by her poffefiion, the happief; of men.

¢ 8g entirely, indecd, was I ablorbed in this firange fantafy, that
T at lengrh feized her unrefiiting, but, alas! unapproving hand, and-
with wild, yet timid tranfport, preffed it with my lips. -

¢ At¢ this moment my father entered, and furprifed me on my-
knees before the lifelefs figure, with my face inclined on her hand.
I rofe at his entrance, expelling a fevere reprimand; ¢ I fee that

you have become an enthufiaft in the arts, Oﬁm-ndﬂ.‘ faik he, fmiling..-

* [ have never feen any thing in my life fo ble,” replied I,.
blufhing. ¢ Adorable? faid I?x&ru:?’ garding mew_ita"’ i
S0 admirahle, T would have faid,” ftammered I.—* That may well
be,” returned he; ¢ tis the work of a mafter;” and with this he ter—
minated the converfation, However defirous I was of making a
thoufand enquiries about the ftatue, I did not prefume to any
queftion to him ; for fo great-was the awe of him in which I. had-
been educated, that ¥ was never wont to feck more of any fubjeft
than what he vol ily ¢ teated

¢ hecame every hour more confirmed in the opinion, that it-was,
a real virgin under the power of enchantment. This beliet fed my

and ftrengthened it to fucha degree, that in a fow days [
was wholly abforbed by the thought of miy itatue, and. was loit to-
every other idea. .

« Meanwhile I conceive, thongh without difceming any affe@ation
en his part, that my father contrived to leave me no uni
of ing the cabi The confeg of this were {o vifible,
that they could not have cfcaped. his attention. I grew pale and
melancholy, loft all appetite, and became quite changed. Lafris
did not appear to notice tlie alteration ; but'at Jength allowed me
an opportunity of pafling feveral hours aloue in the cabinet.

€ I'he rapture with whicly 1 fell at the fest of my entranced vir-
Ein. when a fecond time 1 approached her; howfondly I embraced.
‘her; what I faid to her, and how-happy I felt myfelf, he only can
conceive who has troly loved.™ ¥ s

“ This renewal of my. pleafure operated fo faveurably an my-

- health and fpirits, that again I appeared ancther man,  Lafiris il

- fovk. no. notice of thele l'ewlult;uaai but for the tea fucteeding doys.
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me opportunifies ta be in the cabinet, where T conflantly paft
rn:ehaur at the foot of my adored image. At (ome mdmrn’ltw
fnfatination was fo entite, thit T fancied fhe appeared: affeéted itk
my addrefles, and that her lips moved as if fhe would have faid
{m:tlu:i tome. My perfuafion that the was only under the in-
fluence: h: quired by this delufion frefh force, and
1 could not refrain from declaring this belief to my father, as leav-
ing no doubt in me. Lafiris liftened patiently to me, and when [
had finithed, cafting on me a fevere look, faid, ¢ There is indeed
ene enchanted, antl that onc is thyfelf, Tt is tigte, Ofinandy, to
terminate this ridiculous condué : what thinkeft thou thy love for a
fatue can avail thee ?* The violence of my paffion now overcame

‘the reftraints which awe of my father had oppofed to it; I threw

myfelf at his feet, befought his compaflion and aid, and confefied

. that my love for this ftatue, however irrational it might be, would
“decide :? life to happine(s or mifery.
i

¢¢ Lafiris heard me with patience, withont being offended by the
warmth and freedom with which I addreffed him. He faid every
thing to me that affeétion for an only fon could infire, on the fub=
Jje&t of fo firange a delirium both of the head and heart.

* After this there was an interval of feveral weeks before we
‘made an mfumeppl:; this fubﬁ >

“ ris 4 ariicu intent to feize every opportunir
of procuring me the zghr of the moft beauteous ::rrgnru. Vn‘i
oppartunely for this purpofe occurred the feftival of Tiis, as on that
occafion drﬂn {‘mg virgins of the city paft richly adomed in fo-
lemn proceflion before me. I faw fome vﬁo were accounted of ext-
traordinary beauty, though T did not zdmire, or even notice them,
My father, after the ceremony was finithed, afked me, ¢ whether,
ameng all thofe lovely virgins, T had beheld the original of my ad-
mired ftatue!"  No, anfwered T, vot one who appeared to me wot-
thy to be her flave, ¢ T am forry for it," returned Lafiris, * fince
thou haft feen among them her whom I intend for thy confort.” My
confort, exclaimed T, confounded at this declaration? ¢ She is the
moft amiable of all,” continued he, ¢ and-unlefs my cyes deceive me
the molt beautcous ; at leaft, the is fir more (o than the lady of
marble for whom thou haft conceived fuch a fancy.® That, cried
1, is impoffible! ¢ And if it were,” fiid Lafiris, * a rationa) man
is not determined in his choite of a comparion. by beauty; but as
thou art not at prefent capable of a rational choice, I have employed
my reafon for thee.” 3

@ This difcourfe overwhelmed me with fear and grief, and T caft
myfelf at his feer. He lifiened patiently to me, and, feeing my

" emotions too violent to admit the operations of reafon, left me for a

while, defiring me to compofe myielf ; that, when he returned, he
might be informed of my determination on this fubjet,
v No focnoer had he gnimd the cabinet, than I threw myfelf at

-the fect of miy beloved image, vowed cternal fidelity to it, ‘thoy

the mifesy of my life, or even a cruel death, fhould be the co
quence, 1 now smbraced her with tw moft rapturous paflion, prefe.
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£:d my heatt to her marble bafom, covered her cold checks with
ears and kiffes, and was [o lirtle mafter of mylelf, as to fancy fhe
acquired warmth and life from my touch,

* When Lafirie retumned, he found me flill more refolute and
inflexible than before. My father, faid I, I am convinced that
there is fomething extraordinary in this fatue, Either it is a real
virgin redaced to this flate by magic; or, if it be an inanimate
.llilli, there exilts fomewhere the original of this beautiful form.
- In both cafes my happinels hangs to this image : it will ever remaia

the idol of my adoration and love ; and it wiﬁ'b: impoffible to tear
my affeltions from it. Oh my father, let me be indebted to thee
for my happines| I am certain that the myllery of this lovely
form is known to thee. I cannot longer fuftain this ftate of fufpenie
and anxiety. . Tell me, I conjure thee, what I muft do to oﬁin
my beloved, and terminate my [ife and mifery.

# Is this thy laft refolve "' faid my faiker,

“ My laft," anlwered I, unfhaken.

¢ Ther return to me to-morrow at fun-rife, and hear what T
have to fay to thee.”

# Ere the day began to dawn, I repaired to the anti-chamber of
my father; but 1 had yet to be torturcd with an eternal hour of

iting, I da fand pangs in every moment, while my
eyes were fixed immoveably on that peint of the Leavens where the

gnal of my happinefs was to appear. The fun at length alcended
doubly luminous and welcome to me ; the door of the apartment
opened, and T entered. Lafiris faid, in a placid and gracious tone,
¢ Since thou wilt have it fo, Ofinandy, we mult part. A leve, vi-
olent as thine, muft b?glﬂtiﬁcd or cradicated, and one or the other
will be done by the means 1 fhall fuggeft to thee.  Drels thyfelf in,
thefe garments, and difguife thy facc-under this mafk. They will
give thee the appearance of & needy old man, will proteft thee fiom
viclence, and procure thee pity anl aid wherever thou fhalt go.
Here is a purdk, . in which thou wilt find as many dracmas as there
will be days in thy pilgrimage. Go, my fun, and may thy love
animate thee to perfevers in thy undmakil . Travel to the north-
wett till you reach Gaul, and feek for an old caltle, of which, only
three turrets remain undeftroyed. There fhalt thou find the wim
of thy wanderings, and the objeét of thy willics.”

# Yafiris aided me to drefs, and with his own hands' bound on
the mafk, which fitted {0 clofely, that none would have fulpcited
that it was falfe. ¢ I fee inquirics floating on thy tongue,” fiid
Lafisis, ¢ but aflk me no quellions, only truft thyflt to thy deftiny.
Da not defert thy(elf, and thy Genius will not abandon thee, My
heart forebodes thy fucce, * Farcwell, Ofinandy, we fall again
feeeach other.’ ;

¢t With thele words he embraced me, and recommended to me
begin my journey. o

# A year has revolved fince I left my home. The difficultics
and dangers that I have cocountered would have probably [ubdued
h’ -yy-and induced me to retum, had J been in purfuit of
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adindem; but whas T fought could not in the riiimationof
heart be purchafed 400 highly. T fhould be rewarded by attaining
the original of my charming Ratue.

This moming I' had expended my laft draehina, and: the tower
had yet cluded my fearch. * Unexpefledly T lighted on it during.
the ftorm, and in it on a friend, whom I had not hoped for; bue,.
alas! the obje& of my withes— :

* Is nearer, perhaps, than thou thinkeft,'” interrupted the youtk.
™ At leaft you lave reafon to hopé fo, fince hitherto every thing
has correfponded to the predictions of thy parent. - Would to heam-
ven T had no preater caule for defpair than you! Thon canft not
be more haspﬁ in the arms of thy beloved image, than T have been,.
and miglit {ill be, had not my own folly—for fhould T accufe.
defliny *—by degirivieg me of her, whom alone T love, rendered ma
the moft unhappy of mortals," :

Olinandy was fo affefted by the grief of his friend, that he for-
got his own. . He approached him, caught his hand, prefled it with.
affeftionate warmsh, and remained fometime filent befide him. The
lovely youth did not remain long infenfible t:;mupm of his
new friend ; and he feemed athamed of his* 3 ng Of-
mandy perceived him more compofed, he faid, ¢ it is fometimes an
alleviation for an opprefled heart to unlade his eares into the bofi
of afriend. If thou thinke@t thyRIf able to fuftain the pain af.
tr;:olk&im, reveal to me the fubjeft of the forrow that confumes.

4

* Hear my tale,” anfivered the youth, *and. judge if my cafe:
be not hopelcis, ) :

€ Nature has endowed me with a tender and fufeeptible beart,.
and an inclination rather to feck my happinefs in-an ideal world of.
fancy's creation, than in the narrow circle of human exiltence. My
education foltered this tendency, I was brought up in folitude, and*
among othes contfequentes, when I arrived at anhood, I took aver-
fion to the female part of the creation. About this tine; amonga:
colleftion of curivus mamuferipté made by my father, 1 found fome
which treated of the labitants of the Jfeweral elements; a race of
beings between men and 1s; who, when I became acquainted . *
with them, had quite other eharins for me than the refidents of this
grofs, impure carth.  When I had learnt the poffibility of arriving -
at the cliell intimacy with this fublime order of beings, was an
thing more natural than thae I: thould from the refolotion (which {
did in my fixteenth year) of rmour\ci'n§ all commerce with the daugh--
ters of men, and by a’confecration of mwicH, to attain the-exalted!
happine(s of being beloved by a Sylphid: My mother,. a woman:
of gréat beuuy and virue, and'my only- fifer, the exat. copy ‘of
the former both in mind asd perfon, wére alone excepted from
general @verficn to the fex.  The sccounts which T had heard of the
depinved manners of the women who refided in the cities around
e, nolrithed my contempt and averfion for the fex, and: ihvew me
entirely inta the cortetnplation of the invifible worid,
whin hesccame atgral
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i difapproved it, and laboured by every means to overcome it.-
H:g:d too feized every occafion of Taughing at my infenfibility §
bat neither reafon nor raillery, effcéted any change in my fentiments,
- # Nipe weeks have now patt fince, in li-nely ramble among thefe
regions, a white dove of uncommon beauty rofe from a buth

me. Her flights were fo fhort and low, and (he (o often fuffered me
to approach almoft within reach of her, that I did not defpair of
overtaking her. My hopes were continually diflzzoinmd cofi=
tinually renewed, and I followed ber till night fheltered her from
my views.. I found myfelf im fo thick anddpalhhl.'l a wildernefs,
that, though [ was fenfible I conld not bevery diftagt from my father's
houfe, yet I could not dttermine irs dircftion. It foon grew too dark
e L SR

obal much more » ol to
| Geisighiihon ﬂniur?;vhcnh{;:thd by a fudden light to this
tower. 1 entered ; and, by favour of a gli ing lamp, perceived
the fhair-cae ; Imhyic, and arrived at this chamber, where [
fousd a young nymph, who lay dlumbering on this couch, A loofe
robe of azure filk covered her from the inoulders to the feet. In
was formed in the Grecian fathion, dnd 'was bound beneath her ho~
*fom, the beauties of which thorie through a veil of purple. © < 4

- # My initant, and only ?..Jﬁnu was, that I before me
oue of thole divine beings, mere idea had for feveral
turned all earthly charms into deformitics in my eyes, and had rens
dered the moft beauteous of their fex odious to me. The emotions
that this h ly fpeftacle cxcited in me, confirmed me in my con~
j I flood filent, motionlefs, and hardly daring to breathe bee
forc her. I know not how long I were in thir trance of admiretion
and delight; for when the divine fonr wanifhed, it feemed to me
but an inftant.™ 3
¢ Alas, my poor friend ! ¢ricd /Ofmandy, *¢ was it then bue

adrean 2 - =

< Quite otherwife,” replied the youth, ¢ fhe waked, raifid her-
felf from the couch; abferved me with attention, and then making
2 motion with her hand, which 1 iicl not comprehend, [udddenl
vanifhed. 1 ftood inam inttant furrounded with the moft profoul
darknefs, and feemed as if I fhould have funk to the ground had
I not been fupported by invidible hands. For fome moments 1 loft
all perception, and when I regained my fenies found mylelf on the
couch, which had juit before been prefled by the lovely nymph.
The morn beamed through the window ; [looked round, and recog-
nired the chamber; but of its lovely hahitant was there no trace,

4 1 lefe the tower, and returned to my father’s manfion. 1 reld
bow I had besn led aftray and henighted, and how I had found
a ruined towe?, wheve | had fheltered myfelf. No one knew of
fuch a rower ; but - il olgferved am akermtion in my :]Feu:nn,
and harraffed me with enguiries concerning what [ had feen.

¢ [ retired to my .tcom, and puiled the day in reflelion on
‘adventwe, And at night, inficad of fecking my chamber, I X
wened to the forelt, and cudeavoured, as well as the twilight pese
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miitted, to purfue the path, by which I had returned from the
tower; but the encretfing obleority would have prevented con=
tinving any confiant mﬁ. had Itrnnc feen-a faint l'rght-befl:r{ mey
which I refolved to make my guide. It continually fled, as 1 ad-
vanced, and ina fhort time condufted me within fight of the tower,
which the moon, now rifing above the trees, pointed out to'me
when the light was vzniﬂm?.
- “ Think on my exticy, when, at the diftance of about forty
paces, 1 faw the form, thac had fo enchanted me- the enfuing even-
g, feated on the fragment of a broken pillar. | Her drefs was the
fame as before; but her veil thrown bsck- prefented me a more
lovely face then I could have conceived. She fat leaning her cheek
onher left arm, and on the moon, -as if fhe beheld in it the
m? of her bel . As foon as The perceived me, fhe covered
‘heifelf with ber veil, and advanced rowards wme. ¢ Deoft thou feek
any une, Clodio " faid the, in a tone that was echoed through my
heart. Whom fhould I feck but thylelf, -heavenly being ? ind I,
¢ Is this adulation, or is it the voice of thy heurt?* afked fhe,
finiling gracioufly. I confefs I have long known thee, and my
friendihip for thee is matwe.” I ing ted lier by throwing my=
felf at ber feer, and kiffing her off hand with - uncontrouled
tranlport.  She bade me rife, and, asthe night was uncommonly
warm umg::kd me into the r:-g:::- behind th:} cnil't;lg which,
among ir variety, fimplicit freedom, dil} too much
barmony, curufpmd{m:, :‘m! c{ni'e:, to conceal ’:J;y;m:d of art,
% The varied beauties of this enchanted fpet, illuminated by the
filver E:“ ufm;hg moon; the ;-d.omus g-l:l whi:hphhmhed from.
every fide; and the prefence of my adorable nymph;, pluo m
fenies and. fancy in!ﬂpldlﬂtiul d:lninm, tndy.{ “mm:g:l’&
tranfported into fairy land. 4 i 3
¢ My unkrown fair entertained me, as' we wandered through
this fafcinating fpot, with fuch delighiful difcourfe, as gave me
moft exalted epinion of her underftanding and fancy, and all™
with a frankoefs and confidence as if we were brother and fifter,
The morn began to enpurple the ealtern heaven ; fhe perceived it;
and faid : ‘we mult now lepara e, but if my focie. § have any charma
for thee, wu maycit enjoy it every nipht, by repairing at the hour
of twilight to this tower.  She then pointed out to mea path ca
the other fide of the ruins, which in lels than- an: hour condufted
abe to my refidence.  After accompanying me fome part of the way,
fhe dilappearcd fo iyddenly, that I proceeded, feveral fteps without
miffing her, I uled the permiffion whicn my unknown fair had
given me ;. and. fortunately not any of the family feemed to vicw my
conduft wich {ulpicion. [ paifed fome weeks 1n the regular eujoy-
ment of the moit faicinating converfe with my unknown fair, and
I exprefe! to her all I felt towards hey, She confeffed tome in
one of thefe moments of tender effulfion, that from her firft f&l
of me fhe lind relulved to. beftow on me her heart dnd perfon,
fsould flie, on examination, find me worthy her choice.  Sheowned
t00, that my cuntempt for the carthly fair; and my love for the moce
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refined beings of the elements, had raifed me in her efteern ; but h
petfiited to make her name and nature & fecret to me,
¢ It is now above five weeks fince, repairing as ufial] fnl_lof
f:mntbn:n@e&fnlhre, to our wanred place of meeting, I fought
‘her in: vain amopg the ruins, or walkes of the garden; atlength I
found her on the cooch in the chambér, where I had firft been
«blelt with her fight. .. A flight rain which had fallen in the evening
induced her to this precaution, as fhe: faid, for my health, which
mugh: fuffer brupofm to the dampsof the ecarth and: the night
1 fpoke with rapture of the joys of love, and of the blifsful
bupnﬂwhnl:mngadmhn;:nd, for the firft time ventured to
exprefs, the i ent expeftations that fired me.. She did not re-
fent my boldnels, bat bade me wait feven: days without murmuwis,
Seven doys, idol of my heart, cried I, falling at' her feet, will be
f:vmaguumumton Makem trial cruel as thou'wilt, I will
J! 'do mot let it be thws eternal.
Atltn ,ﬂnmpmuﬁdmmndmmﬁwnd:pmtothm
<% thu'hney‘ faicl fhe, ¢ mmmmmg heart, and j;
:ngﬂ'nh:cqnbls brrr ion as beings
my nature require: I exift only in tbu. bn,nrmurl I demand
that thy heart fhall be wholly mines If thou think ‘me ‘worth this
fice; and find thyfelf ﬁ!ﬂ:in‘ _enduring the teft, retym hi-
on the third nightﬁ!m prefent, and we will exchange vows
ofct:rml .ml Bmmwietmeqmtthnl‘ Do not alk it,

facri

ther.

Edd s of eried I, ehlpmg with paﬁmmmhn:;
me here at thy feet—

€ At chis inftant, the magu:-d-q that filled &edﬁmb-'. dml
mﬂnnm‘da;kneﬁ,udwyfnr unknown melted from my em-
brace.  In vain I felt for her every where in the apartment :  the was
gone, and I'was obliged to confole myfelf wnhl.heh’peoflm
pem::ﬂormy patichce at the expiration of the three da

¢ Thefe three days were a chafin in my-exiftence. Thewiﬂud
fwmalng(h came, and I haftened carlier than ufual to the
foreft ; but my fenfes’were confuled, and I was ;zhkﬁl:‘:i&m
the which the had pointed our, thongh I t
Rﬁz:ﬂ" + GAL ’Ym]l}l mpl‘:;mhlmd in the fuu!l and was
furprifed by darknels famlvbﬂddafoutuiuyﬁw thlmu'.
at which I never had been fo impaticnt to arrive.. .
) eATAg lpmn‘gﬂ' andﬂnxmdnt, mthebpu
that nmld direft me to my wilhes. It led me fori fome time in
a kind of lahyrinth, and vanilhed, having cmdu&ed me to the
door of a palace, from which, sﬂ'ued: {ervant; ri dreffed, asked
m&d‘mynmmCludmr 1 had no fooner anfwered, than he
flew into the palace, with an exclamation of joy. Inan mhut the
portals-were thrown open, and fix virgins, magnificently attired,

ed by twelve flaves benving torches, came ouaty took e

the hand, to lead me into the palace. - ‘T entreated them to

nyduhnmgdnrmmmn. , that I had wandesed from my
path, that I was expefted dl’ewhne, and could not delay ?ﬁn
parture an inftant. ¢ Pardon s, my lord,” retumed oue of she

%
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i are arrived where you have beén impatiently ex-
m -a-‘ynil"an mock me," cnadyl. angrily, * I t':-r none in
thuplm,vﬂmmnldqpeﬂw?ud am lofing here the moft
grenous moments of my exiftence.® With thefe words T would

au quitted them ; but the virgins threw themfelves on their

knees around miey lnd faid, * What we folicit from you, genero
Kknight, uwhnﬂnbetﬂ'ﬁﬂn’l by you only ;- it will detnin you but a
few inftants, and it is what mmenfynnrunkmddnnaer cam
wefule to the fupplications of the unfonnnate. OI'ﬂ‘l;ﬂme y their
Smportunities, and wa tnd.ul' felf, 1 twfen'ml
€ their requeft, and %ﬂl - ‘r’:{
fent and vexation

“mHMImd‘ 'mgﬁlh :‘;E:hnckhadmhgh:

‘wlwhltnrm:ewnd from a dim lamp. At the upper end were
folding doors that opened into another room, and befide them (teod
#wo giants with enormoos clubs to guard the entrance. I ftop
and turned to the virgins, who were my guides, and teold them thav
I wasiunarmed ; when at that inftant a defcended from the
cieling with a flaming fword in his mouth. /I feized the weapon,
4nd rufhed towards the gigantic forms, who lifted their ponderous
«clubs § bist as T drew near, funk to the earth.. I now paffed into
4 hall lined with black, which, from a cupola that feemed vaulted
with fire, ived a blue fulpl light, that rendered the dark-
nefs below more horrible. Beneath the dome ftood a bier covered with
black velvet, that hung to the gm\md Six blacks in yellow habits,
with black plumeés n their and fi drawn in their
hnduﬁmrfnnmmgmmﬂn round the bicr ; but as I advanced
wjth the f g fword to thrm,du:yt’inklutlegmml
and diﬁpﬁnﬂ. Two of the virgins who had accompanied me,
e ai ]-n]l. hmhm::‘lim:rm her. I did, :nd*ybghdd,
mal a young lady of ¢ ing in
a coffin, mh-ﬁmurplnngzd{pmthe 1& s
As I [brusik with horror mmm%mthmad«-
Mvdms‘?m&cbcfmywthu perfon, whofe
w_ mr:::dumumfu!cdfar&. Tﬁ
uuniuyt a powerful genius with'a vigl
puﬂicmz:'n As be is nzt Jefs odious than fhe is amiable, her
averfion was equal to his love.. After having petfecuted her with
hlahwfnlﬁnm and finding all his offers fc » he determined on
ce. Htmt:yed her by his pmrwrhuha}l placed her
coffin, and plunged the arrow in her breaft, For'more than a
{:rpﬁhzhunhmlu morn, and deawn the {haft from
biofom. wound y heals, and he urges her ‘the whole
:hy!mhhulbhrmlpnﬁw but as fhe remains immoveable in ber
he dmutheanw into hwhm&,ph::l

Mnhwﬂh‘m{mdrh:m Befide the guard of Moors

giants; whom He fet over hicr, he has affixed 2 talifman to the palace,
wilich renders it invilible ; and, if this proves infifficient, he removes
it every day lo;drllrulplm Yt all thele provioss have pot*
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u;d:ube in your noble ,tommmu
mﬂpu\uly themghm:ﬁé rﬂﬂﬁm informe that her
:tr':ncll:mmudwl ba;xchmd by a {i:mun t’n:dmir?ncg
who, u rpuwen,
5:. wf-m A_ﬁn fong zxpe&:unn, g:ﬁk
'“gmmuah"'m" " .r.m? gl i cnbirmlen kg
= a ce, the m fwa
and, ghove all, mrulouran fuccefs, afummd::fl:nd i
lm‘e:lnm . Neo mwdwmhbulﬂmam
and your mmﬂmtmuﬁnm:hbuﬁm our
happy ' rt’nfuceaul. the of the tyranc cealis.
aggmchﬁ'th: form, vl'-nrl'e x wa_sfbdux'lmg, &it'l
mtohfmreh:r i x|
horrar I ‘the dm, and: ‘&hﬁm labour ' di
her b loomy light was quenc athed 10
;;tuwa'dzrlt:luﬁ ! thundirhﬂ:;ok th; :‘hnl;:dti& and,
ome mt, was inat itc oul
m&ﬂ'm:m:gn t hiall, fplen
il ted, lmi h;mgm blue velvet; theb w::
ﬁya umptuous _thrope, nnwhuhlbehcldthefa:rbhn,
the attitude ufn:mgmmdﬁ‘?;ﬂhugm” She rofe to
retire, and, while | on two o v 55 flowly
me. mmzl]ook:? ﬁiﬁdhﬂom}&
mrillilpurfudlm'hllﬂle eft the hall.

I‘i

bdﬂdﬂhml&d me, that fome minutes repofe and refrefh-

ment was neceffary to me. At length I ﬂ:dﬂ:ememblnk
and faw, ‘with that the time for
fair unknown was m thought of hsmg vio} ﬂu-._
‘appointment drove me to md:ne ‘What ‘muit fhe mntludeﬂf
my love? In this fumult and vexitioh of fplr!t. the ruigh:
e, when fhe returned to conduft me to her folbbecl
Iurwuh a vifiblé u:yulﬁm of difcontent m& uneafinef§; but
firft ray of Diana's eyes, diffipated every thade of !hdne['s and aﬂ-
ger that clouded my afpeft, and all 4=/  ferenity and ‘What-
ever might be the q of this 1 conld” uof ‘bht
congratulute myfelf on having béen, in the hands of lhxglm—
power, of fach effential fervice to fo- mn:hl: a pe'rnn. myr-.
terious miftre(s, thought I, will- co w;t
knows the caule of it.

¢ I found the lovely Diana feated on afufa; fhe invited me to
fit befde her, and thanked me, for the fervice I had ffo.ded her.
The found of her voice ftrangely sffefted me : it was not that of
‘my beloved (ylph, but it me‘r:ublcd it; and" this refemblaace ek-
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dearcd her tome, Her glances were arrows of love, that pierced:
giredtly to the heart; but thcu' wounds were tou pleafant to be
amdcdnrmn a face embelliflied with every
conceive it the unpwlgmof the moft infinuating fenfibi-
f:uu:f a gentle, tender fmile, floating on the lips amgi cheeks,
ternately reigned and ywldzcl to the moft interclting I i
a'{, if it werg poffible for mortal to remain uncenquered,™
d;ﬂixuk to withdraw the eyes from fa amidble a creathre;
ml. fpare attempts to tear myfelf from the mhzntmg
m:l:. Her drefs was a_delightful union of elegance
Jicity.. Her ebon hair, adarned with pe:nrl.- hung like
vine in luxuriant clufters on her ivory neck and
ers; and her bofom was lefs concealed than is common to the
5 ulf to canvince her deliverer, that no ruinous trace remained
the aceurfe - Confes, Ofmandy, that my conffancy was
put to a fiery teft L I felt my d.tn;e: and my agitation betrayed
mare anxiety than tendernefs. mqusm.l about the fibjeét of
mmﬁnﬁﬁ, and added with a tendér figh, that he fhould be ig-
| ny efforts in her Scll\'cmw: hid coft me 2
the mulr:lm !:caed!n me. Th:nh:lddmﬁ threw
inta, :ammutwn, & almott inv my adored
@ehm.fuﬁ:nlayftnhngcmﬂm I rencwed in my beart all
my vows of %" ; but "z“ I.\n:e at the fair Diana rendered me
faithfefs. I e could fave me : -and yet was 1 To
..f l.hatlhdmthepow:ﬂnﬂy
vﬂymoment lified the danger, and it was by a ﬁ-m-: of
M\udmu at I was at h able to refolve on ;lqm-
1 teld im', u fhe was now fafe from her llr'ruﬁ:rumr,
-uuld,nhk;hrga her of iprefem:e an affair of the highelt value
to me, rqumn; my at| nce at a place, where [ was exptﬂed the
Im:m:deml:dm:m dietgms :rpa:
';:dg: fmd, ﬂmuld for ever accule herfelf, if by oblig
her [ fhould colt myfelf the leaft facrifice: that what (he was I:F
ready indebted to me, gave her no right to expelt new complai-
mmmdlr& and if I would gratify Ilermih my campany
only for the (fhe adri:d with a finile), lhe would furrender me
at.eve to thofe who ior right to me,’
g ﬂsm}, 1 )u:khd w e1 fintreatics, and, after having fuffered
her jo,gain over me. was conduéted to a chamber, that
1 mght recreate m):af by a few hours repofe.
¢ About noan, I was again jnvited to the fair Diana, whom 1
found ‘n a fuperb. faloon that csmed to the garden, (urrounded
her virgins, and attired in an Oriental drefs, 1 felt all my firm-
nels melt beneath her glance; and could frarcely refrain from
throwing, myfeif at her feet. After the repaft, which confifted
of the rdgﬂ and rareft frluu, fhe r:h:lllm.gclime to chefs ; and,
if her d weze 10 allail me in a narrew cirele with the colleSied
force of all her charms, and thos complete her. congueft of my
1eafon, bher plan cculd not have been cholen with more art.© Yeu
may conceive, how often I was imated, and will judge, that Diaga

e
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had little caufe to. thank her fkill in the game for her,
Rthe more for this Rer eyes glmu&! ‘with cxultation at the’ oi;llh
of her feduétive :m 55

“’Thca evening invited ustnupxmw__ ¢ h
the g-an!ms ]dm, which were of vaft extenf, Jem
braced whl& re poliefies of tl‘e
fantdtic, we were left by :
.fumt time m&m‘l l 3 the foft pcrﬁm of i

m.l's of 'y ho feemed to chant an’ uf ¥
]0.‘!’: iring whil af t}uﬂe’n. weet co uliqq
5 fpn:‘;u” mnl’p: to Ihm:li‘to rq!oli‘uﬂ]
1 fiti)

%ﬁﬁm’
i

“ Spare e the ralt of my Yadtak T have mtL .ﬂmngﬂ: mﬁ&-

port the reniwal of that ftal might ; fmee which T Bave
ot mifkrable of m.n. Alast but for this, 1 [hould
the molt blefed. 1 am too convinced that it was my &
who' In the charafter of Disna, uvnvetled huﬁl; to me,
by wll her chanms, of which 1 hat beheld in the tower hut a few
fays, and by every ledufiion of tine, circumilance, 2o mlrm
laboured ro render me wafaithfil to herfelf. l'-'mul fmﬂ
mlds:ne expale w&y heart fuch a teft ? %5 ﬁd 9{' %
“ Shie will not, cannot remain im i m
L& Tluimr.!llovu thee is evident, and——' &
* Thou doft nat-Know,™ Jinterrupted 1he  def}
* the jealous dgT‘: of | bgng.s of her natupe.,

able to ﬁc#uagc of ulﬁdrlu.[ Alisl fmgwu: sh‘z my :npn. i
hapeleds,

¢hoRicis | bope of ha ﬁ
to lamentation and e p:cr.lr. ;dcﬂ;m na;tlf in l.ha tower,
o "‘rmﬁm‘F 1:1‘ lcmu who, during 3l this, s
Om-o the malked per 2
had 1 u:F!rLk» g o tliele, wmdt p;.,-ﬂn
brler 3 € it s now umcfar us to finih our work and retiges” -Op
thl-u the other drew a fimall fladk from bepeath his -mantle,, fid
pper part of ibie tower, came dowp immediately, and
l.'he OITNE, Rolcu:; ay’;lldun eived ds Ihl:;y hadau'n:d.
# I cannet think," ki ¥y ainly
fb obdurate, s not to pardon n:r‘nu{q degply Llﬁlﬂﬂﬂi-“‘k\l!
pemit me, fince you have mnﬂcdmc it, - wask the fogice
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yo {gum;amam with Lafiris and Ofmandy, have you ever beea
pti™

fore I anfwer thee,” returned the yonth, * let me
Ibutnmktw:dlmcfwhatle %ﬁe thee. Wehﬂ:h
need fome refrefhment.”—With this he opened the, fecret dnf:t,
and drew from it fome fruits together with'a flafk, 0( mn:, which
he had not before perceived.  *_ My iavifible parrqw, faid he,
 feems to Iqﬂert:kmd on my g\ml by lhcmf\l;lljab\mdagu J

provifioss.
w*ra fodden thought*Hiikes' e, faid ﬂnwuf the caitle; -
u ¥

o5 the gloom of anx Bed btfou the !

L 'lliﬂt ﬁ! }ou ‘?u:g bﬂpv:d ﬂa’tuc,b}m I:fl*ml;h::-
{Mﬂﬁﬁu mcldg; nq.rzll relative -—

&t him with amavement expeltation.—* A_t |¢nﬂ,:fop

other, ¢ the idea phﬁbl!hlthaum'lt &ﬁ,mlm
to thee the origin cf acquaintance with thm&mi],
< 1t js now the th ymﬁﬂtetﬁednih m qxul'ﬂnpn&n-
My father, though effeemed the wifeft found in_the whole
ﬂgnﬁmnfhuphhﬁphy mthmgﬂlucmo%cd him_for his lofs, *
He intimated to me and my fiter, who was then about fifteen years
of nge, that we fhould prepare for @ long journey. ¢ 1 will
to 5" faid he, ¢ and confirm fortitude in the arms
fii " T learnt on this thnth:yhadknmm
odsﬂ in early youth; and during more thln forty years, notwith-
abknce and valt diftance, had cultivated the clofelt friend-

‘ﬁ'cmmmwed the verernble Laﬁm with eve rzﬁuno;g
nﬂ?hy_ The two fages found in mmmg. a kparr{hm of

my years, a renewal uf their youth ; and their mutual comnmuni-
were fo recip ghtful, that my father was calily
serfuaded to remain 3 w year.  ‘Thou wert then trav

3 and I, entered into the umpknl' Ifis, to be initiated into
myfleries, where I paffed og:anofth:tun. Thy
m, ntnurtmn],mmthaul:tm her mother's, and I had
fhut myfelf up in the temple of Liis before fhe returncd; fo that
to this, and to my averfion to the fex, Ihannnzrﬁcnh:r.
gtlwnn her and Matilda there grew fo warm an affeflion, that
foon became infepasable, and when a feparation began to be

of; it was found that either Matilda muft remain, or thy

ced to my father's caftle. Thy father conlented to pare

with his daughter, on condition, that his friend fhovld leave with
him the fatue of Marilda, M)r father, among various arts and

fecrets which h:yorﬂ':ﬂ‘n, is fkilled in Ratuary, and has difcovered a
method of tl:ﬁz marble with hoes, that mble itto :mnlau life.

AGm:in whohdmnmpnmd the work,
which m perfefted ; and this bemmdlebu-
u,amfym«an&"mnr N

“' Here the youth of the caftle noti ‘4' i ident, which
was no lefs,

chit iy young friciel T8 sioe bees kept AVAN
o M%‘bndmtlppa:dmmmr:bb!;




to him: but while he was reflefling on it, he himlf yi
- power of flecp, angd funk unconitious on the couch behind |
Their flecp continued fome time, and hoth waking aboy
time, swhat was their amazement and joy, when 'Oimandy hehele
his beloved fiatue, and Clodip his adored Sylph. u&nqﬂ’x rehel
his flatue on the fame conch, with her dove on hér bofom, and}
bicathing and looking Iovc, as he had fo often feen her in the cabinet;
of his father. ClcE’u faw bis celeftial fair in her arupe robe and,
purple veil, as fhe was wont to appear to him in the E ., Bal
feared to truft their eyes and their withes ; yet both rul t .
themiclves in fpeechlels mapture at the feet of their idols, y
cancedled door fpran , and the majeflic fages, Lalins
Aranes, entered hand jn hand, and by their fudden e figes
them in dumb amazement. Aranes feized the hznﬂ.of the you
Egyptian, and, {miling, faid to him. * animate her, if thou tm
be happy I* At the fame time Lafiiis led the youth of the,
caltle to his fuppofed Sylph, and, drawing afide the veil, faid,.
¢ let your forgivencls be mutual, Lﬁul’ mutual offences will but
hdﬂ;mmdmﬁmymbuud licity.”
moments that enfued were fuch as fpurn deleription., Of
mandy, finking in the arms of his beloved hnage, fclt with
her btart, for -the firft time, beat agaiut his own. Clodio :
all the fire of love, that ftreamed on him from the eyes of the tender
Diana, to feel himfelf in the cibrace of bis auftere’ Sylph, without
expiring with rapture. Never had love made four mor:als fo bleft
and never had two fathers mjngtd to fuch a height in the tran
of their children, the accomplithment of their favourite 2
The hofpitable tower was too confined for fo much happinefs, and
:zkdxl‘mﬂ:d to, the g:mi.h!:hi;l:,ﬂ’bchmd the ruins, fell by a
flope inte the plain. Naomi pointed out to
@ winding path, leading to the palace of the fuppofed fairy, which
had been concealed from him in his rambles, by a grave of poplars.
After fome time they entered the marble temple, and fe:nedrlhm»
felves on_the cuflions “which were placed around it, Aranes; who
read in the of the young men their curidlity 10 lenrn what 'wis
icomprehenkible to them in this bliisful adventare, began to gratify
it by a full explanation. :
¢ The friendilip betwixt myfelf »nd Lafiris was built on fo folid
a bafis, that never, perhaps, did affeftion fo ftrong (ubiik between
two men.  No fooner did we fee wurfelves bleft each 'with a-fon and
daughter, than we refolved; if poflible, to unite the two families by
a double marriage. We did not confult your inclinations ; we knev
that your happinefs would depend on your own hearts. 1In the late
vifit which 1 made to Lafiris, the dsfire of qmitininnr families was
rencwed with redoubled warmth.  Bur the fon of Lafiris wis dbfet,
and to Cledio, -whe from his childhood had nourifhed fuch an aeer-
fion to the daughters of the earth, it wouid have been dangerous ito
fhew him the amiable daughter of Lafiris, though fhe might infpire
Bint with an immeorta) love as erg of his fantaftic beings, Ofmandy
3 ol ah
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!!ai;fnﬂ:;dweﬂnﬁnuehnmrtlo,md Clodio was kﬁlmld'hu'bul
in hig phantafy. J
fan without bei ferved by him, . mwnm&% the
afforafice that Ozaad referabled his fifter, to conceive a fufficient
mq for him. Hzmrm certain we might efteem ourfelves of
ing in our projet, we cancerted the double ndvmtm, which
has términated fn favorably to our wifhes. Ofi s affeltions
were &h) to his future confort as a ftatue; C'hdm wis
m of Naomi as a Sylph. The year which you, my fon,
in your jourscy, gave me fufficient time for 'all my pre-
H: P:g'n d;frrhe fmeﬁr near my m.nﬁﬂnmvrls
into the dwelling fed fairy, and ¢ ion,
Hilch after thy return was the ufus wﬁdm:e?ﬁkmﬁzn
efl among the furrounding gardens, that Naomi eould per-
fm’n het dduble chara&ter withont difficulty; and your fuppofition
that a fpot' like this could not have remained unknown without
magie, "was conﬁ.rmed by all the houfeheld having the frifteft in-
junétions to 5 ignarance, whenever your cuno%ry impelled you
to make an enquiries r:fp:&mg the wondrous place.™  “ As'for .
them él. contdined 2 fleepmg potion; was onu veyed there by
" faid Naomi, who had arrived with Matilda at :hc caftle in
l:h%mﬁ. jult after Ofmandy, and leard beft part of their difcourfe.
# And that there has been no forcery in the proceedings at the
enchianted taftle,” continued fhe, with a (mile, * Clollio will be
convinced, when he receives this magic feat, together with the

ers;ngnnn,dm 'ua;aat?frl':;}‘.ﬁ Py " hitt...‘ pany the
i : THE 2
ROBBER’s DAUGHTER;

PHANTOM OF THE GROTTO,

-—C P

" BOUT the diftance of three miles frem the Bl::k Foreft, in
Germany, was once fitudted a frong free-booter’s hold, which
was occupied {’ a koight named Wilibald ; he was the flower of

free-booters, and the terror of 2l who ventured along the roads,
T -moméent his fword was girt about his loins, and his fpun
tinkled at his beels, his heart was fiecled to bloodfhed and to rapine,
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He accounted pillage and | among the priviléges of his order;’
fo be fell upon the efs traders and co people without
wis feized with'

mercy. = At the word, * Wilibald is at hand,”
confternation and horror; the peafints flocked into the furified

towers, and the watch-guard upon the tower founded. their bugles,

to warning of ths 5 .
ot at home, this dwmbm was as le as a lamh; the
of mailters, and the fondeft of hufbands. wife was a perfeét
pattern of wirtue and goql conduft, She loved her huthand, and
fuperi led her houfehold with itti diliﬁ:‘n&e} She had
broaght her hufband two danghters, whom. {he inffrufted in piety

At the foot of the caftle was a plentiful fpring, within a kind of
natural grotto, which concesled itfelf among the tangled thickets.
The fountain-head, according to tradition, was inhabited by a
nymph of the family of the Naiads. If report fpoke true, {hei:ul
been feen, on the eve of important occurrences, in the caftle.  When-
ever, during her hufliand's abfence, the noble lady wanted to breathe
a liultl;:lﬁ; air beyond the gloomy walls of the manfion, or ftole
out to exercife her charity in fecret, it was her cuftom to repair to
lhilfm‘l‘lln.

Once, when Wilibald fallied forth with his little troop, to waylay
the merchants, he taried abroad heyond the time he had Eudyfqr
his return.  ‘His affe@tionate lady, ‘alarmed at his unprecedented
delay, apprehended nothing lefs than that he had been flain in the
rencontre, or at leaft had Fallen in the encmy’s hand. Being no
longer able to endure her apartment, fhe threw her cloak over her
fhoulders, and ftole odt at the private door towards the grove, that
fhe might purlfue her melancholy ideas befide her favourite fountain.
Her eyes was diffolved in tears, and her moans, harmonized with the
melting murmurs of the rivulet, as it loft itlelf among the grafs.

As fhe approached the grotto, it feemed as if an airy phantom
hovered within the entrance; but fhe was too desply ar{nrhd in
forrow to pay attention to the vifion; and a tmnitory idea, that it
was fome illufion of the moon-light, paffed half unpercrived acrofs
her imagination. But ona nearer apmoach a figure in white was
feen to move, and to beckon her into the grotto. The report con-
eerning the inhabitant of the fpring, that was eirculated, had not

failed to reach her ears, and fhe now recognized the phantom in

white for the nymph of the fountain. She concluded that the appa-
rition denoted fome important family event + and her hufband being
1 in her thow, m the inftantly fet vp a lamentation, * Alas,
unhappy day! Ah, Wilibald, thou art po more!—Thou haft made
mie a widow, and thy poor children arc become orphans!™ ' -
While fhe lamented iu this manner, a gentle voice was heard to
proceed from the grotto: ¢ Be not stffifted ; T do mot come to an-
nounce bad ridings: approach without fear ; Tam only a friend that
wifhes to talk with thee.”” As fhe fepped into the grotto, the inha-
bitant took her kindly by the and, kilfed her forchand, feated her-
Lelf clofe befide her, and fpake ; % Welcome to my habitation,
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heloyed mortal, whofe heart is pure as the: water of my fountain,
As for me, the ul;!y favour T can mn&r‘:];nn thee is to difclofe the
fortupes of thy life. Thy kulband: is fafes. cre the morning cock .
crows thou fhalt fold him in thy anns, Do not be appeeheniive of
thy hufband, for the fpring of thy life hall be dried np hefore his,
But thou wilt firlt bear him a davghter.  The balunce of ber fate
is qudg_mifni between higpinels and mifery . PO

Matilda was.decply affefted, when fhe heard that hey daughter
was to becoye ap infant orphan. She was nnable to, fuppicis her
tears. . The Naiad,. decply touched by ker forrow, epdeayaured to
compole her mini s * Be not afflicted 5 when thou st longer able
to tend thy infant, 1iwill difcharge the mother's office, on couditiony
that I am chefen one of her god-mothers.  Be carcful st the fame
time to bring me back fafe, the baptifimal gift which I dhall leave
with her, '%'h'u.wu no offer to be rejefied, The Naiad took a
fmooth. pebble out of the rivulet, gndgnw: it.to Matilda ; i
her, at the proper feafon, to fend one of her damtels to throw it into
the fountain-head, as a fummons to attend the ceromony.  The ma-
tron proinifed that the injunion thould be pun&tually obferved, laid al
thefe things up in her beart, and returned to the caftle. Her pa-
tronéls liepped into the water, and vonifhed, e

, Before a year had expired, the virtuous lady communicated.to her

Jord a difcovery, which raifed in his mind the pleafing expedtation-
of the arpival of an heir male, whenin a feyr weeks fhie was delivered
of a daughter, The father would much rather have taken a boy
into his usms ; but he neverthelels rode about in high (pirits 1o.invite
his friends and peighbours to the chriftening. On the appainted day
Matilda called to her one of her trufty maids, and cl her thuss
*¢ Take this pebble; go and throw it hehind you, witheut faying a
word, into the fountain in the grotto: be careful to do exalty as [
have direéted you. *—The maid punfually obeyed the injunétion ;
and before flie retuined, an unknown lady R.z&;:cd into the spart-
ment where the company was affembled. hen the chikl was
brought out, and the prick had gone up to the font, the highet
place fell to the flranger, every one refpeétiully making way for her.
Be‘rf:c:nt,imdthp_gr fulnefs of her d > atralled eyery
eye, At Eghl of the (ranger Matilda betrayed lome emotion—She

gbably felt a mixinre of pleafure and Lnprife, at the punétuality
Kun-n by the Naiad in the performance of her engagement, The
prefents now engaged all tﬁz mother’s attention: a fhower of gold
was poured upon the nurfeling from the liberal hands of its god=
mothers. Laft of all, the unknown lady came forward with her boon.
They looked for a prefent of incftimable value from fo fpleadid a per-
fon, efpecially wien they faw her produce, and unfold with great
care, nblk ti’h which, 2s it turned out, coptained nithing but a
muk-ball, and that not the precious diug, but an imitation, turned
in box-woad—This fhe laid very careful upon the cradle, gave the
mother 3 kifs ypon the forehead, and then ‘lnimd the apartinent,

So paltry a prefent occafioned a whilper through the room, and a
laugh of Icom fucceeded j—for the fettivity of a chriftening has ig

e e T e I
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all been remarkable for its efelt i in l;rlgbmg" the L
tained t ignEerd‘hﬂﬁlé rflh‘lﬂn 5 ik :
% Erethe'intant had ’kym-
'ihc wzh dl, and
g wﬂ:uumly, ﬂnl ﬂw hém time to thigk of mmnk-.

g‘;ﬁhhu‘k Jeis “could q:f. for the advantige of lulzulf
ilda, n:mﬁn% o ‘the dm&m ‘her é:::mue& Wilily

fortunately a hthhdgomua rhamenr, and wiy
revent h with hig
ing ﬁu’p’,,dma:cuuntoi’kgruehfdhﬂrmdf
llj pdloffhe himfelf. . mfmuthﬁﬁonm

hitower was aware of his lord%’ approach; hé blew s
I.\'uﬁuf, to ‘dnnounce His arrival to'the pesple in" the cagtle ; 5“ he
tlui ot blow a'chéarful note, as on former oécafions. Thed draw-

bridge fdl, hie caft sn eager look info the court-yand, where he
Biheld' the fymbol of a déad body fet out befure thi door; and the
window-fhutters were clofed. Af the' fame inftwnt he heard tha

on of the holifehold; for ' had ‘juit placed Maril

on the bier. * At the’ head uﬁl;: : :‘;m d&c'lﬂiaughm,
coverdd with crape,  They’ were thy *thedldin, of tearg
over Btpufu\l‘mdm‘ The fi Eltlg darling’ igvu i::::lz: ihe
foot ; e -m as'yet incapible of 'feecling her lofs, and fo fhe was
em in firipping, ‘with ‘childith unconcera, the flowers that
were firewed over the dead . . This melancholy fpeftacle was
too much for Wilibald's firmnéfs s ‘he fell upon the ice-cold corple,
bedeived the wan checks with his tears, prefed wzﬂl his quivening
lips againft the mouth, and gave hsml’elf‘ up without r:fern 10
the bitternefs of forrow.

It has been remarked, that the moft violent feelings wche

eft in their dul:amn.d Auonlingl; m&mdomr felt r‘hr. krd aof o
row grow lighrer e, =, and’m a onrumenwrt:mw L.'\nng
uf re;nimngg'hm Inhlz byg:‘l':cand wife,  The ot of his choice

a ‘foung damlel, the very aatit of the g;ntle Matilda,
Tllem hady ddlﬁhh‘d in pomp .and “parade ; ber extravarance
knew no t s and caroufals without number;
her fruitfulnefs peo E:! houfe with 2 _pumerous progeny, The
daughters of the fir} muriage’ were difregarded, and they yery
foon wére put away out of fight and ont of mind.  The two elder
fiftérs were placed i a‘nunnn-y. and Little M:ufdz bangﬁml to 3
rentote comer of the houfe, no wmore to'intrude upon her ftep-mo-<
ther's notice,  As this vain woman was utter] awrﬁs to all houles
hold affairs, her want of economy rofe tw, itch, , ghaﬂht.
found herfelf frequently under the néceflity of dtl’pmlgn
fitories of her predeceiior, Happeiiing one day to be in gml: F—
trefs, fhe mmmgcd every drawer for u[mlhleu hhtl'z:ut

a private compartment in an’ old eltrutoire, and
el 4 'ﬁ?w‘“ﬁfﬁ"ﬁ“} oK “‘
eye 3

Iets, uﬂ:khm, bc’lgl:, ‘and the whole tluﬁlmm “‘dmmkmhnﬁdu.
She examined article by article, and ‘calculated in idea how much
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sttfeM,a.u[dah nndtnlpph on the grals-plat immedis
atcly below. | &upgptqu ball ﬂg Iffl fhe E.lg
witha child's eagernefs a; :h: m.w _y-{
amufemerit for feyeral day: hm[ its llt muld
hot yut with jr. -u[.of hu'mn ;:and; OM: fummer” ;

o e :}" X
Illﬁ

olling it before. nning afterit : ance,fhe.
o'l Elsr. tand it tz::’h]ed‘ ::.o lbg waters. ' Inumediately 'a femals,
beantiful as in aogel, appmeJ-m vi.w. The Nymph accofted her
if the moft éagaging terms; ¢ Benot afiaid, my dictke deary”
is thy play-thing that fell into the wsm TheLight of it sq
the child tawands hers Mﬂw ber upind r
E’ genﬂ to her bofom, and bedewed her face s-nh tgars. ‘f
n, il the, 'Ihmpmmu'dm be
here to fee me,  ‘Thou wilt alppﬁ e i tb
l'b Irpw !'Ilmw:ngm-pgbhi: into.the fountain. thy my
w ‘the utnoft + be fure never;pls with it an mn?n "thoy
ity for fome time or other, it will fulfill three of thy withes,
Mhen thou art grown a bittle bigger, 14l el din mpie,  She,
above all things, enjoined her filence. Soon afterwards the murls

m?d, gnd the Nymph wias gaoe,
3 !her'ﬂkmghll wu-;‘;:aw turned mw:nl;;ig&mu;r rW‘hm.
ever thie weather penwitted,: fhe propeled.a w T8 3 perin-
€endant conld O nuthmg, Fgcho‘m having always been the fa,
Wurﬁ‘k retreat of e gratified ber withes (o, much 1he
more Ei‘tﬂﬁ;ﬂy. Matilda al'w:yl contrived fome pretext for fend-
-away nurle; po fconer was her back fairly tumed, thin {he
ﬂlappcd 3 pebble’ into fpring, wihich inftantly | precured ber
company of h:r & ner. . The Naiad was not only her
but, likewile her infrufticis in uu_f fn
mate atmmp‘hﬂulfln and fhe was ttudious to formy: iﬂ'
l'ﬂ'oﬂll tiern of hir hﬂ.l;:; ?‘mhuhm S i
e day the Ny ET. a in =ru'an,
reclindid hiey head l?p‘oﬂ‘u her fhoulder, and: d.n.qlh)ui o m fond-
Ml’i, ‘that the you hi.ﬁ_hu;nu]d not refrain;tram (h
her hand, aaﬁ p it in filence againit hier lips.
gtﬁdﬂ.’;&:d fhe, ¢ dl:;n wee, l'nik.lwmﬂ':ink Ihﬁtﬁaﬂ:; lut
tears gmigons, of thy fate. fad revolotion pwa
foutrels, the proyver whety bis ﬁythe,u' the welt wind whm
O\h'llk'ﬂpp ¢ of the corn-field, I be deblate and foslom,
m_go forthiig fnch water from uy {pring, and res
tlr.m with, 'pll: :ﬂ. then remember that calamity is at
3”’ the mufk-ball, which will Fulfill three of
mﬂau, but do, m Iguandn away this privilege heedlelsly.
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Fare thee well ;. we meet no more at this (pot.”  $he. then inffrofed
bes, ward in, another magic property of her ball, which might be
{eryigeable to her in.time of need.  Ong, evening; about the feafon
of .corn hatyeft, the maids that went om for water rcturned. pale
and affrighted, wi ir pitchors; empty 5 their testh chattered,
and every, limb quivered 2z ik they were hakeq'by an < The
lady in white," they ieported, ©is fitting, befide the well, eriaging

hands_in. great. afhiction.’ Curhl%z. carried feveral our to

tme or falle, Thy

examine whether the repart was. y - faw the fama
parition; helets they muitered. up counige (o apgronch. the
dunla’ut, but as: they ¢ neayr, the phantom. was; gnoe,  Many

interpretdtions were.atteinpted, but no.one fell upan the true impare
of the fign: M ilda alone was prisy to it; but fhe held ber peacay
in compliance ofithe Naiads, . She repaiced, dejected to ber chamber,
whare - e fate, in feacful  expetition of the- things that werd
to come to pafs, : 1 .
Wil hddn%alenmd by this time into a mers woman’s tool
he could never fausty bis wife with enough of robbery and plunders
‘When there was a want of money oc praxifions, the broad-whee
waggans and, the rich bales of ‘the Veneri afforded 3 ever-faile
ing relource.. . Outraged at thefc conumual depredations, the genes
raf dettrmined upon, Wilibald's defeuction; finee remons
firances and admonitions were of ng ayail, | Before he would: be-
ligge theywere in camwelt, the banness of thewongiels were pifplayed
before his caftle-gate, und nothing was Jett. him. bt the rrﬂslut'wn e
fell hig life as dear as. polfible, The guns thartered the baflions g
on both fides, the crofs-be did their utmoft : a Maft, diic d
in.a lucklefs: moments pierced Wiliball's. vizor,, and h‘.ﬁ’
in his.brain. . Gueac dilmay fell upon. his, party, at the Jofs of theip
undayyted leader: and the enemy feized the opportunity. for makip,
an affault: they clamberad over the walis, carriod, the g2 muﬁ
fmote cvery living thing that came in, their way with |g:udg| of
the fword : they did pot fpare. even the exira t wife, nor her
helplefs children. The caftle was campletely ranfacked, then fer
on.fise and levelled with the. ground, fo that not one ftane was, left

upon another, 5ol 1 & 6 ’
During the alarm;, Marilda had barricadoed;her doors in the ﬁ
maaner fie was able, and tock poft, at, her l!iﬂiqmlmim ia the n
of the loule; and finding that bolts-and hars weze not likelys to
afford any fecntity,, the put onher vell, and they tirned her mulk.
balithrice rotnd, and repeated the wonds theyNaiad had taught bers
She now came down flairs, and pafled unperceived thiough, the
confulion of ﬂzuﬂaw. She did not quit her patprnal mof withe
decp forrow of heart, which was much aggravated by her being
ata lofs whichy way to take, She haftened from the fcens of car
nage and, desolation,- till her delicate feet. refuled o ferya b
. Jonger, The falling of night, togsther with. eétreme.
contigained her to 1ake wp ber lodging at the fopt-of,
the apen fiekds.  She tumed afide her head 1o 1ake a Fire:
and to breathe her lait blefing on the place whire fhe'
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the years of her du]dhwd, when, behald, the fky apnﬂ.ml all bl
red; from this fign fhe conclided that the refidence of ker father b
become a to the flames ; fie turned away her face from this
id le, heartily withing for ‘the Wour when the fp:l:klmg
ftars fheuld dm!'h::d l‘]l;di:wnhpc P ﬁ‘o‘: the eaft, “ Ere r.hc
mo on heér wind ﬁgﬂmﬁ
mu ata ull;gc. where 2’ com: amﬂmhgp ds“
her in, dnd recroited her firength with a flice of bread and a bowl
of milk. With this woman fhe bartered her cloaths in éxchinge for
meaner app;ul, and then joired a company of carriers. lfnhcr
fhe had o other refource than to feck a place in
fome family j but, as this ‘was not the feafon for hiring fervants, it
was a lor, time befare fhe could find employment.
Count Eonnd, a knight of the order of knights templars, had ‘2
Elzum the city, where Matilda had taken her refidence.
s abfence Mrs. Gertrude, the houfckecper, bore fovercign fiway in
manfion, She raifed fuch an alarm wherefoever flie moved, that
thgmuhdmld the rattling of her keys s much as children do
hobgablins, Saucepansand heads fuffered alike for her ill-bumours
when no iles were within yeach, fhe would wicld her bunch
arm, and beat the fides and Mouldess of her
&:b:ltmshla,:kanlblu Oncdz&lkhddminﬂ:mdhn'nﬁm

of correétion fo rigorouly, that
confent ltmuthilmq‘;n&nt that the gentle Matilda approached

berzhﬁ
fha, faften ln-zdhcr fthoulder, as if fhe
pe.lrj‘ Wbeﬁd umn hair was covered with a large
mrfecap mdlbe!nd anointed her face and hands, in imitation
hlﬂupp}u,wnhmccofwdmhuh Mother Gertrude, who
on the bell ring, poked her head out of the window, was
mfuumnﬂuafthc‘f.ngllhrﬁgmnlhm,mhm
“WMHRM?WWMMM:!MU&::!MRM
R iy
tilda by name; T am a flout can , n,lm
ﬁm,blzakg andbm;smhouﬁ Eﬂ

houfekeeper, | all thefe im| Eﬁmw opened
her door to the nul—br:!m rhgm, uJ gave hr?:]ﬂmlmg in nl‘mﬁ'.

m Mmfunbﬁdﬁnﬁm&hnﬁy
Ag:ut thcﬁllng nf;du,- ﬁr& fm,wrho&kupa' had the
of her'lord; who foon

I&rwud: mad: his lyyumn fol]n-wtd by a train of fervanes, a
troop of horfes, and a loud cry of hovnds. Tbrmnuloflhe
Tu-phz maifed Fittle curiofity in Matilda; her work in the kitchen
ﬁ:ﬂ fo upon her hands, that'he had not a moment to. gnr:
accidently pna‘ed o bk’ Gt By Sppcmanie Liniicd Rafapie
r, and his ‘appesrance atiens in
her bofnm, to which it Had hithiesto been @ ffranger, She bebeld a
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x man, whole beauty exceeded the fairct of her dreams.  The
Earkﬂng of his eye, the good humour that lightened up his features,
is flowing hair,ezllf concealed h{ the plumes that overthadowed his
foldicr's hat, his firm ftep, and the grace of his whole demeanour,
aéted fo powerfully on her heart, that the blo:d moved with increfed
welocity along her veins. _ She now, for the firft time, feit the de-
ed ftation to which an untoward fate had reduced her, and this
entiment was an heavier load than the |:|_rge pitcher. The handfome
knight hovered before her imagination day and uight: fhe was con=
tipually longing to fee him ; and whenever Mhe heard him crofs the
court-yard, fhe was fure to diftover a want ol water in the kitchen,

and ran with the pitcher in her hand to the well; though the cavalier ~

mever once beftowed a glance upon her,

Conrad feemed to exilt merely for the purpofe of pleafire. He
attended every banquet and rejoicing in the city ; but Mifs Matilda
had no fhare in the feflivity : fhe fate all day in the finoky kitchen,
aad wept till her pitiing eyes became fore, conftantly bewailing the
caprice of fortune, which heaps aﬂvﬁ:ﬁoﬂ of the fy‘l of life over
ter favourites, while from others greedily fnatches every inftant
of cheerfulnefs. Her heart was heavy fhe knew not why; for fhe
had no fufpicion that love had taken up his abode there,

The eramoured Matilda formed projet after projest, till at laf
fhe fell upon a fcheme to realife the andell' of her dreams.  She had
Rill her godmother the Naiad's mulk-ball fafe: fhe had never felt
any defire to open it, and make an effay of iupowcnognﬁfy her
withes. She now refolved to try the experiment.  The citizens had,
about this time, prepared a fi W banquet, in pli o
the Emperor, on the birth of his fon. The rejoicings were to cons
tinue three days. Each day there was a tournament, and a rich prize
for the victor: each evening the moft beautiful damfels danced with
the knights till break of day. Count Conrad did not fail to attend
thefe feltivities.

Matilda had come to the refolution of fallying forth in queft of
pdventures, on this occafion, After fhe had the ki
and every thing was quict in the houfe, fhe retired to bell.
chamber, and, wathing away the tawny vamnith, called the I
rofes of her complexion into new bloom.  She then took the mufk-
ball in her hand, and wifhed for a new Bown, as rich and elegant ag
fancy could form, with all jts appurtenances. On ferewing off the
top a piece of -filk iffsed cut, expanding itfelf, aod Tultling all the
:Eile. On examination it proved a full drefs, fitted up with
every litde article: the gown fitted as exaltly as if it had beeg
caft on her body, Her vanity was fully gratified, as fhe took a
furvey of her dréfs, and fhe was perfeftly content with herfelf, Ace
cordingly fhe did not defer a moment longer the axecution of her
firatagem. She thrice whirled round the magic hall, faying, < Each
eye be drowned in fleep.” Inflantly a deep flumber fell u the
whole houfchold, not excepting the vigilant houfekeeper. Matilda
plided in 2 moment out o lhthwﬁ.n pafied unleen along the freeps,
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and ftepped into the hall-room with the air of one of the Gracesg
aud the charming new figure raifed great sdmiration among the
company. Among the noble knights, who crowded to take a peep
of the unknown damiel, the Count was far from hindmoft. He wat
nothing lefs than a woman-hater ; and, though an exa connoifleur
in the fex, he thought he had rever beheld a fwecter perfon. Heap-

roached, and eng:lstd her to dance. She modeftly prefented her

and, and danced with enchanting clegance. Her nimble feet fearce
touched the floor, and the eafe and gracefulnefs of her movements
fet every eye in rapture, Covnt Conrad pa’d his heart for bis part-
fer. e no more quitted the fair dancer. He faid as many fing
things, and pufhed his fuit with as much zeal and earneftne(s as the
moft enamoured of our heroes of romance. Matilda was as little
miltrefs of her own heart: fhe conquered, and was vanquiflied in hes
turn, Her firlt eflay in love was crowned with foccefs equal to her
fondeft withes. It was not in her-power to keep the fympathy of
her” feclings concealed beneath the cloak of female rt('eyr‘ve. The
enraptured Count foon perceived that he was no hopelefs lover; his
chief anxicty arofe from his entire ignorarce of his charming part-
ner ; and how to profecute his fuit, unlels he could difeover where
fhe lived. But on this fubjeft all enquiries were in vain : fhe eluded
every queftion, and after all his efforts he could only obtain a pro-
miie that fhe would make her appearauce at the next night's ball.
He thought to outwit her, in cafe fhe fhould forfeit her word, by
poiting all his fervants on the look-out to dog her home..

"The dawn had already peeped, before fhe could find an opportunity
of {lipping away from the knight, and quitting the room. Rut no
fooner The pafled the door, than fhe turned her mufk-ball thrice
round, and repeated her fpell: by thefe means fhe got to her chamber,
in fpite of the Baron's night-birds, whe did not catch a glimpfe of
her, though they were hovering in every firect.  No fooner had fhe
fhut the door behind her, than fhe locked up the filken l_ppml fafe
in her bex, put on her cook’s drefs, and relumed her ordinary oceu-

tions.

”erer had any day appeared fo tedious to the knight, as thae
which fucceeded the ball. Every hour feemed a week : his heart
was in perpetual '3§il:lljlﬂl ‘between .'Inngin%:m?aﬁ:ncc and appre-
kenfion, leit the infcrutable beauty fhould fail in her gement,
At the approach of cvcn'mi he equipped himfelf for the ball, with

ter magnificence than the preceding day. He was tha firft at
the resdezvous of pleaiure, where, having ftationed himfelf fo as to
command the entrance, he ferutinized every one who came in with the
keennels of an eagle, expe&ting, with all t eaﬁ:ﬁ& of impatience,
the arrival of his dulcinea, The evening ftar already advanced
high above the horizon, before the young lady could find time to
setire to her chamber, and confider what fhe fhould do, whether flie
fhould extort a fecond with frem her mudk-ball, or refegve it for fome
mare important occurrence of life,  The faithful counfellor, Reafon,
advifed the latter ; but L ve enjoined the former with fuch impetucs
fitg, that dame Reafon was quite filenced. Matilda wifhed for a
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dels of rafe-coloured fatin, fo famptuoufly bedecked with jewels
that a princefs need not be athamed to wear it. The complaifant,
mufk-ball exerted its powers : the agparel exceeded the l_a,dL‘s expecs
tation : fhe performed, in high tpirits, the rites of the toilette, apd,
by the help of the talifman, arrived at the fpot where fhe was (o
anlently expefted, without having been beheld by mortal eye,  Sbe
peared far more charming than before, ‘The Count's heart bounded
for joy at the firit glimple of her perfon. A power, as irrefiftible as
the central attraftion of the globe, hurried him towards her through
the vortex ol dancers; and as be bl pow almoft given u%_dl hopes
of fecing her again, he was unable to flammer out the effulions, of
his gladnefs. In order to gain time to recover himfelf, and te
His confufion, he led her out to dance, when every couple immer
diately made way for the charming pair, .
At the conclufion of the dance, Count Conrad conduftel his
weary partner into the contiguous apartment, under the pretext of
‘offering her fome refrefbment. Here, in the tone of 2 well-beed
courtier, he fid a thoufind flattering things, as he bad done the day
before; bur the cold language of politenels inftufibly kindled iny
the language of the heart, and at laft terminated in a declaration
Yove, ¥ Confider well what you propofe,™ replied Matilda, <
tance overtake you. Fhofe-who marry in hafte, have commoanly
lafuse to repent. T am an eatire feanger: you know nothing of
my rank os (tation'y whether I wm your equal in birth and dig
ar wheiher a borrowed lufire dazzles your gyes. It is unbtcoming
a man of your rank to promile any thing li? tly + but a nobleman’s
engagements fthould be held inviola{ﬂm“ ere Connt Conrad feized
her hand, preffed it to his heart, and in the varmth of his affestion,
exclaimed, “ Yes, I pledge my knightly loneur, and engage m
faul's Glvation ta boot, weee you the meancft man's daughter, an
but a pure and undefiled virgin, I will receive you for my wedded
wife," On this he pulled nﬁi:mond ring from his finger, and gave
it her as the pledge of his truth ; and took in retorn the Arft kifs
trom her chafte untailed lips, and thus proceeded & ** Tliat you may
entertain no fufpicion of my purpole, ; inwite you three days hence
to my houfe, wheee T owill appoint my friends, knights, and nables,
to be witnels of our union.”  Muatilda reifted this propofal with 3!l
‘her wuight : fhe was not fitisfied at the galloping rate at which the
knight's love procesded ; and fhe was determined to prove the con-
ﬂ‘u:u{L of his affeftion. He did not ceale ta prefs her to cénfent,
but the 11 neither No nor Yes. The company did not break up
before the dawn of day. Matilda vagithed ; and the #eigh:, who
had sot enjoyed one wink of fleep, fummoned the ‘vigilant houfe-
Keeper betimes and gave her orders to prepare a fumpiious feaft on
the day appointed, - ‘
Matilda had fo many fowls to pluck, draw, and fkewer, that fis
was obliged to give up her night's reft: yet e did nat grudge her
labour, well knowing that IEA banquet was all upon her accolint.
“The bour approached § the cheerful holt flew to receive every guelt
3
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a# he 2rrived, and cvery rime the knocker founded, he imagined the
beautiful firanger was at the door, Though the gueits were alfem-
bled, the fewer lingered long before he ferved up the difhes. Conrad
ftill waited for the charming bride; but at lait, when fhe did not
:{{)&ﬁ:. he was reluftantly obliged to give the fignal for dinner,

en the guefls were feated, there appeared one cover too much ;
but no one could guels whe it was that had dithonoured the knight's
invitation, - The founder of the feuft loft his cheerfulnefs by percep-
tible gradations, and in fpite ot all his exertions it was not in his
power to enliven his guefts with the (pirit of mirth. The muficians,
who had been fommoned for the evening ball, were difcharged ; and
for this time the banquet ended without one tuneful found, in the
Houfe that had always before been the manfion of joy.

The difconcerted guelts ftole away at an unufually early hour: the

knighit longed for the folitude of h's bed-chamber ; he was impatient

an oppeortunity to ruminate at liberty on the ficklenefs of love.
‘While h's refle@tions were engaged by this melancholy fubjeft, he
tolled and tumbled to and on his bedd® with the moft intenfe
exertion of thought, he could not determine what eonclufién to draw
from the ablence of his miftrefi. The blood hoiled in his veins;
and ere he had clofed an cye, the fun peeped in through his curtains.
The fervants found their mafter in a violent paroxyfin of fever,
wreltling with wild fancies. ‘This difcovery threw the whole family
into the molt violent confrernation,

For feven long days did fecret chagrin gnaw Count Conrad’s
heart: the rofes of his ch:d&;]:erth:ldl witlfncéed. mif the ﬁm{of his
cyes was extinguifhed, Marilda e& intelli o
r_{"u that was gg:ing forward within dupf:lr's; and it cgu'f_:tl:ar nm

it between head and heart, reafon and inclination, before fhe
could firmly refolve not to hearken to the call of her beloved,” But
on the onc hand fhe was defirous to prove the conftancy of her
fuitor, and fhe hefitated on the other to extort its laft with from the
mufk-ball : for fhe confidered that a new drefs was neceffary te the
bride ; and her godmother had charged her not to lavith away her
wifles thoughtlefsly. Neverthelefs, fhe felt very heavy at heart, re-
tired to a corner, and wept bitterly. The Count’s ilinefs, of which
fhe eafily divined the feeret caufe, gave her ftill greater concern; and
when fhe heard of his extreme danger (he was utterly inconfolable.

‘The feventh day, according to the prognoftication of the phyficians,.
‘was to determine for life or death. In the murning Matilda waited,
as ufual, upon the houfekeeper, to reccive her inftruftions refpelting
the bill of fare. But Mrs. Gertrude was in tov deep tribulation to
be capable gf armanging the fimplelt matter, much lefs could fhe
segulate the important affair of dinner. Big tears rolled down her
leathern cheeks: * Ah! Matilda," fhe fobbed, *¢ we fhall all be
forced to budge: our good mafter will not live out the day.” Thefe
were forry tidings ; the young lady was ready to fink for forrow ;
fhe foon, however, recovered her fpirits, and faid, ¢ Do not defpair
of our lord’s life, he will not dié, but recover : this night I have
dreamed 2 G'M dream.™ ¢ Let me hear lhy dream, that I m:,’
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interpret ity faid the. ¢ I thought,” replied Magilda, ¢¢ that I
was at home with my mother: the good woman took me afide, and
taught me how to prepare a broth from nine forts of herhs, which
cares all ficknefs ifP;:u do but take three table-{poonfuls. Prr‘pm
this broth for thy mafter, and be will not die, but get better trom
the hour he | eat of it,"* ¢ Thy dream,” fhe faid, * is too
extraondinary to have come by chance. Go this inftant, and make
ready thy brath, and I will try if I cannot prevail on our lord to
tafte of it.” Matilda preparcd an excellent reftorative foup, with all
foris of garden herbs and coltly fpices, and when fhe had difhed it,
fhe dropped the diamond ring, given her by the knight as. a pledge
of mfmy. into the bafon, and then bade the fervant carry it up.
The patient fo much dreaded the houfckeeper's boiﬁlmusehﬁ:me,
thar he conftrained himfelf to (wallow a couple of {poenfuls. In
ftirring his mefs 1o the bottom he felt a hard body, which could
hiave no bufinels there.  He fithed it out with the {poon, and beheld,
to his aftonithment, his own diamond ring. His eye immediately
beamed life and youthful fire, to the great fatisfgpition of Mother
Gertrude, and the fecvants in waiting, he emptied the whole bafon,
with viible figns of a good appetite. They all afcribed this happy
change to the foup, for the knight had taken care to keep his ring
cuncealed from the by-ilanders, He'now turned to Mrs. Gertrude,
and enquired, ¢ Who prepared this foup for me, that reftores
my flrength, and calls me back to kfe#* < Donot give yourfelf
any concern, good fir knight, about the perfon who prepared the
foup : God be praifed that it has had the good effeft lgr which we
all of us prayed 1" This evafion was not likely to fatisfy the Count,
be gravely infifted on an anfwer to his queftion, when the houfickeeper
ave him this information: ¢ There is a young gypley, & fervant,
Jn the kitchen, fhe underitands the virtue nF:vrry herb and plant, it
was {he who prepared the foup that has dene you fo much good.!
*¢'Bring her to me this moment,'} reiumed the knizht, < that I may
thank and recompente ber fur the life the has faved.”™ ¢ Pardon
me, 1 befecch you, fir,” retuned Gestruds, * but the very fight of
her would make you ill again, She is as ugly to look upon asa
tosd ; fhe has a great bunch upen her back, her cloaths are all black
and greafy, her hands and face are bedaubed with foot and afhes,™
¢ Do as 1 order you,” concluded the Count, ** and ket me hear no
longer demurs.”* Mis. Gestrude obeyed in filence ; fhe fummoned
Matilda quickly from the kitchen, and ufhered her into the fick
chamber. ‘The knight gave orders that every one fhould retire, and
fhut the door clofe. He then addreffed ‘the gypfey,  You mut
acknowledge frecly, my girl, how you came by the ring I found in
the bafon in which my breakfaft was ferved up.” ¢ Nable knight,”
replied the damiel, ¢ I received the ring out of your own hauds 3
you prefented it to me the fecond evening we danced together at the
public rejoicings, it was when you wwrﬁ eternal love and conttancy
o me.—_Look now, and fay whether my figure or ftation deferves
that on my aceount you fhiculd fink into an carly grave, In couue
D3
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ffion for the condition to which you were reduced, I could ne
nger fuffer you to remain in fuch a miftake.” Count Comrad's
weak ftomach was not prepared for fo firong an antidote to love ;
e furveyed her in :ﬂonil{mcm, and paufed. He naturally con-
‘ceived a fufpicion, that his amour had been betrayed, and his friends
were praftifing a pious fraud to extricate him, Still, however, the
genuine ring was proof pofitive that the beautiful franger was fome
way or other concerned in the plot. He theiefure determmed to erofs-
eximine and convift her out of her own mouth: *¢ If vou are indeed,"
faid he, *¢ the lovely maiden to whom I devoted iy heart, be afftired
that I am ready to fulfil my engagement ; but take care how you
attempt to impole upen me. Reallume but the form under which
iw appeared at the ball-room, and the words which I uttered when
delivered this ring to you fhall be ficred and inviolable. “But if
you cannot perform thele requifitions, I fhall caofe you to be cor-
refted for a vile impofter, unlefs you fatisfy me how you gained
eflion of this ring.”—* Alas!™ fiid Matilda, fighing, ** if W
¢ enly the glire of beauty that has daszled your eyes, woe be to
me when time or chance fhall rob me of thefe tranfient charms; when
age fhall have fpailed this flepder fiape, and bowed me down te the
ground ; when the rofes and lilies thall fade, and this fleek ikin be-
come fhrivelled] When the borrowed form under which I now
ar, thall, as fome time it will, belong to me, what will become
your vows and promifes#*  Sir Concad was Raggered at this
{peech, which feemed much too gonbdera’e for a kitchen wench.
* Know," he replied, ¢ that beauty captivates the heart of man,
but virtue alone ‘can retain in the foft bondage of Jove,” ® Be it
fo,"" retumned the damfel ; I go to fulfil your requifitions : the
decifion of my fate fhall be left to your own heart.™
The Count fluftusted betweeen hope and the dread of a new de-
eeption, called the houfckeeper, and gave her ftriét orders, * Artend
this girl to her cl-amber, and wait at the door while fbe puts on her
clean cloaths:—Be fure you do mot ftir till fhe comes out.™ Mother
Gertrude took her prifoner under charge, without heing able to goefs
the intention of her lord’s injur&ions. Matilda afked for a bit éf
foap and dn bandful of bran, took up a wath-hand bafon, entered
her attic, and fhut the door, while the new appointed ducnna watched
on the outhide with all the punétuality that had been recommended
to her.  The Count, big with expeftation, quitted his bed, put on
his moft elegant fuit, an:fhetnok himfelf to his drawing-room, there
to ahide the final iffue of his love adventure, At length the foldin,
doors flew open of a fudden, and Matilda, arrayed like a bride, a
beautiful as a goddefs, fepped into the drawing-room. Conrad ex-
claimed, in the tranfport of a lover intoxicated with joy. *¢ Goddefs
or mortal ! whichioever you may be, behold me proftrate at your
feet, ready to renew the vows [ have already made, and to confirm
them by the moft folemn oaths, provided you do not diflain to re-
ctive this hand and heart.,* The lady raited the fuppliant knight ;
' Gently, fir knight, T pray, donot be teo rath !\'ITE your vows j

+uu behcid e hure in_my real fhape, but in all other refpefla Tam
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= utter firanger to you. You have flill the ring on your finger."™
Conrad inftantly drew it off, and it {parkled mih partner’s hand,
and fhe ncﬁgnct{herfclfm the knight. ¢ Henceforward," faid fhe,
¢ you are the beloved of my heart. T have no longer any fecret
for you. I am the daughter of Wilibald, that ftout und dauntlels
knight, whole misfurtuncs, dopbtlefs, are well known to you. I
elcaped with difficalty from the downfall of my father's houfe; and
under your roof, though in mean eftate, have T found and
prateftion.”™  She progeeded to relate the whale of her flory, without
evén fuppreffing the myftery of the mufk-ball, ~ Comvad, utterly
forgetting that he had juft been fick to death, invited fur the fol-
lowing day, all the gucfts who had been driven away by his dejec-
tion, before whom he folemnly efpoufed his bride. ‘The knight now
relinquithed the order, and celebrated his nuptials with great mag-
nificence,

The new married couple fpent their time in mutual happinefs
and innocent enjoyments, Count Conrad®s mother was fill living,
She paffed her widowhood in retirement, at the family feat, I-I‘Er
duatifol daughter-in-law had for fome time longed, out of pure flial
affeétion, to beg her blefling, and thank her for the noble (l::u whom

the had borne. ~ But the Count always fdund fome jietext for de-
clining the vifit: he now propofed, inftead, a fummer excurfion to
an eftate that had lately fallen to him, and boardered upon the grounds
belonging to Wikibalds demadliflied foruefs, Matilda confented with

great eagernefs  She rejoiced at the idea of revifiting the fpot where
fhe had {pent her early youth, She explored the ruins of her father’s
refidence ; dropped 2 duteous tear over the athes of her parents ;
walkeld to the gl:iad's fountain, and hoped her prefence would in-
duce the nynph to manifelt herfelf. Mang a pehble dropped into
the fpring-head, without the defired effelt. Eiven the mufk-hall
floated on the furface like an empty bubble, and Matilda herfelf was
fain to be at the trouble of fithing it out again. No fairy rofe to
view, although another chriffcning was at hand ; for the lady was
on the' point of beftowing om her Count one of the bleflings of wed-
lock. ﬁ: bronght fir.h a boy beautiful as Cupid ; and the joy of
the parents was [o extravagant, thar the mother would never

with him out of her arms, She herfelf watched every breath of the
Jittle innocent, although the Count had hired a difereet nurfe ty
attend the infant., But tha third night, while all within the caftle
was buried in profound fi=ep, after a day of reoicing, and a light
flumb.r had failen upén the watchful mother, on awaking fhe found
the chikl vaniflied out of her arms. She called out in a voice of
furprile and tergor, ¢ Nurfc! where have you laid my babe?!™
* Noble Iady,” replied nurfe, * the dear infant lis in your arms.”
The bed and bed-chamber were firiftly feacched, but nothing could
be found, except a lm;}mn of blood upon the floor. The nurfz,
on perccivng this, uttered a loud (cream, * God, and all his holy
faints, have mercy upon us'—the Griffin has been here, and cagried
off the child.’™ The lidy pined for the Jufs of her child till fhe be-
€ame pale d-d emaciztedy aud the father was incoafolable. Thovgh
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the belief in the Griffin did not weigh a fingle grain of muftard im
his mind, yet, n& he could not expiain accident in any plaufible
manaer, he allowed the nurfe’s prattle free range, and applied him-
Lelf to comfur his aflited wife; and fhe, out of deference to him,
who hated all (adnels, forced a chearful countenance.

Time, the afloager of grief, clofed b drﬁ:m the wound of the
mother’s heart, and love made up lLer fu y & fecond fon.  The
anxious mother would pot part with the boy ; snd dhe refifted the
influence of fleep as long as ever her (irength would permit.. When
at laft the was po longer able to refule the call of nasure, the tock
the golden chain from her neck, flung it round the infant's body, .
and faftened the other end on her own arm; fhe thea croffed hefelf
and the child, that the Grifin might have no power to hurt i, and
foon after was Overtaken by an irnefiltibie flumber. She awoke at
the firfk ray of moming, bot—horrible to tell | the fweet babe had
vanifhed out of heramns. Matlda examined the goiden chain that
was wi ruund her arm ; fbe found that enc of the links had
been cut ugh by a pair of fharp fciffars, and fivooned away at
the difcovery. - The nwife raiied an alarm in the houle, and Corirad,
upen hearing what had Hefallen bis lady, diew his fword in a trani=
port of rage and indignaticn, firmly refolved to inflict condign pu~
nifbment on the nuife,

€ Wretched woman 3" he exchimed, “ did I not give thee firi
charge to watch all night, and never once to turn afide thine eyn
from the infant, that when the monfter came to rob the fleepiag mo-
ther, thou mighiclt raife the houfe by thy outerics, and feare the
Griffin away ?  But thou fhalt now fleep an everiatting fleep.”” The
woman fell down on her knees before him : “ Yes, iny noble lord,
1 entieat you, 3s you hope for mercy herealter, to (lay me this in-
flant, that I ma; carry to the grave the horid deed mine eyes have
feen this night. .

¢ What deed,” he afked, have thine eyes beheld this night, too
borrid for thy tongue to tell?  Better confels, as becwmes a faithful
fervant, than have thy fecret extorted by the rack.” ¢ Alas|® re.
];ﬁud the woman, *¢ better the fatal fecret were buried with e in
the cold ground.” The Count, whole curiofity was only railed the
mere by fuipenle, took the woman into n.H;\rinle apartment, and
hy threats and promifes forced from her a difcovesy, which Lie would
fain have been faved the pain of making, * Your lady, fince I
muft needs difclole it, is a vile forcereis. At the dead of nigh,
when every thing was hufhed in repofe, fie feigned herfelf aflecp,
and I, without well kpowing why, did the fane. Not long after-
watds flie called ine by my name, bxt I took no notiee, and et to
breathe hard and (nove. Suppofing me to be faft afleep, flic took the
infant, and prefling it to her bafom, kified it fondly, and lifped theke
words. which I diftin@tly overheard, ¢ Child of bone, be rransformed
inta a charm to fecure me thy father's love, Now, thou littie inno-
ceity go to thy brothr, and then I will prepare, from nine forts of
herbs, and thy bones, a potent draught, which will perpetuate my
beauty aud thy futher's fondnels.'—}Having faid this, (e diew a dia-
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mend needle out of her hair, forced it throngh the infant’s heart,
held the poor innocent out to bleed, and when it had cealed fru
gling laid it upon the bed before her, took out a mulk-ball, and
muttered a few words to herfelf.  As fhe unferewed the cover, a
magic flame blazed forth, as if from a tun of pitch, and confumed
the body in a few moments.  She carefully gathéered the athes and
bones into a box, which fhe pufhed under the bed. She then, as if
fuddenly awaking, cried out in an anxious voice, * Nurfe! what
have you done with my babe* and I replicd, fhuddering for fear of
her forcery,  Noble lady, the infant lies in your arms.” Thereupon
fhe began to fhew figns of bitter forrow, and I ran out of the roum,
under pretence of ﬂng affitance. Thefe are the particulars of the
fhocking deed, which you harve forced me to difclofe.”

Count Conrad ftood as itill as though he had been petrified ; and ig
was a long time before he could utier a word, When he had a litta
collefted himfelf, he faid, ¢ What occafion is there -for the fiery
trial? the famp of truth is impreffed on your words: I feel a
fully believe that all is as you fay, Keep the horrid fecret clale
pent up in your hearr, Intrufl it to no mortal, not even to the prielt
when you confefs, I will go into the hyzna with a feigned counte-
nance; and while I embrace her, and fpeak comfort to her, be
fure to draw the box with the dead bones, and deliver it feutt_fy to
me.”"

He fte into his wife’s chamber with the air of a man firm
though deeply toushed. His lady received him with the eye whers
no guilt was depiéted, though her foul was wounded to death, She
did not fpeak, but her ¢ e refembiled an angel’s c
Compaflion foftened the fpirit of vengeance : he clafped the unhappy
mother to his bofom, and (he moiftened his garment with the tears
of her affliftion. Meantime the nurfe had taken care punétually to
perform what fhe was ordered refpefting the delivery of the horrid
refervoir of bones. It coft his heart a hard ftroggle, before he could
determine the fate of the fuppoled forcerefs, He at length refolved
to get rid of her privately, and without drawing the notice of man-
kind towards his dometlic grievances. He mounted his fieed, and
rode away, after he had given thele orders: “ When the Countels
leaves lier chamber atthe expiration of nine days, for the purpofe
of bathing, bolt the door an_the outfide, and let the fires be raifed
as high as poffible, that fhe may fink under the vehemence of the
heat, and come no more out alive.™ The fervant, who, in commaon
with the whole houfthold, adored his kind and tender lady, heard
thele orders with the utmolt {orrow and concern.  But, neverthelefs,
he was afraid to epen his lips in oppofition to the knight, on acconnt
of the' pofitive manner in w‘c}n?ch he {pake. On the ninth day Matilda
gave orders for heating the bath, Her hufband, the thought, would
not ahide long, and fhe withed, before his return, to eradicate every
veftage of her late misfortuncs. On entering the bathing-room fhie
oblerved the air to quiver for mere heat, auﬁ fhe made an effort to
[etreat, bot a vigorous arm forced her imefiftibly forwards, and fhe
mitamly heard fome without bolt and bar the door—She cried out
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for help. in yain—nobody beard 1 the fuel was now piled up high,
und the fire raifed till the furnace glowed Iike an iron furnace.

. The Countels refigned hetflf to her fate; only the odious fufpi-
tion, which fhe aﬁprehendrd had fllen her, afflifted her hj:llil
mach more than her difgracefol death, She then threw herfelf down
upon a couch to begin her lax agonies., Nature, however, on the
Approach of the evil hour, will make an invelun wy ftruggle agai
Bier diffolution. To the anguilh occalioned by the fuffocari g heat,
as the unhappy fufferer tolled and tumbled on the couch, the mufk.
ball, which %z had conftantly carried about her, fell upon the

nd. She fratched it.:agerly up, and cried aloud, O hr::d, if
it be in :h; pawer, deliver ma from a dith nourable death, snd vin-
Hicate my insccence 1™ She ferewed off the top, and the fume in- .
HBant a thick mift arofe out of the mulk-ball, and diffu itfelf
Thiaugh the whale apartment, refrefied the Countefs, fo that the op
nger felt any oppreffian.  The cloud collefted itflf into a vilible
form; and Matilds, whof: apprehenfions for ber life had now vas
mﬁo:d, beheld, to her up{pak.ublejuy, the Nymgh of the Fountain
slalping the new-barn infant to her bofom, and halding the elder
bay with her right hand.
o = Hail, my bcloved Matilda " excliimed the Naiad happy was
it for thee that thou did® not fo heedichly lavifh the third with of
thy muik-ball as the two former. Bcimkr here the two living wit-
elfes of thy innocence: they will enable thee to triwmph over the
black calumny uader which thou halft nearly funk, Hencefarwasd
the muik-ball will fulfii no more of thy wifies 3 but nothing further
‘xemains for thee ta defire; 1 will unfold the riddle of thy fate;—
Know, that the mother of thy buiband is the author of all th
ealumity The masiage of her ba proved a dagger to the heast of
that proud woman, who imagined he had fhained the honeur of his
houfe by taking a kitchen-weuch to his bed, She breathed nothing
but cucles apd cxcerations sgaintt him, and would no longer ac-
knowlcdge him for the offspring of her womb, All her thoughts
were beit an contrivances and plots to deftroy thee, although the
vigilance of thy huband had hitherto Irul!nlalLr malicious dcfigns.
She, huweyer, at laif fucceeded to clude his vigilance by means of
a tawning hypocritical nurfe.  She induc:d this woman, by the mott
liberal prumites, to take thy firfi-born child out of thy arms, while
P and calt it, like a whelp, into the water. Furtunately fhe
chole my fpring-licad for Ber wicked purpofe; and [ reccived
the boy in my arms, and lave ever fince nurfed him a5 bis mother,
the fime manner did fhe undefigningly commit to my cbarge the
fecond fon of my dear Matilda. It was this vile deceitful nurfe
who brcame thy accufir, She perfuaded the Count that thou art a
forceres,  She delivercd into his hands a box full of the bones of
doves and fowls, which he took for the remains of his chillren, and
ia confequence of this miflake gave orders to fiflc thes in the bath.
Spurred on by penitence, and an defire to countermangd this
cruel fentence, though he ill holds thee ilty, be is now on his re-
twny and in oac fbort hour thou wilt recline, with thy hongur vio-
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dicated, onhis bofom.”™ The Nymph, having uttered thele words,
ftoo to kifs the Countefs’s forehead. She then, without wait-
ing for any reply, involved herfelf in her veil of mift, and was na
more feen. Sory
Meanwhile the (ervants were exerting their utmoft efforts to revive
the extinguifbed fire. They thought they could hear'the found of
human voices within, whence they concladed thar the Countels was
#ill alive. But all their ftirring and blowing was ineffeftual, The
wood woeuld no more take fire than if theyiadp-u:an a charge of
fnow-balls, Not long afterwards Conrad rode up full ] and
eagerl uired how it fared with his de.{; The fervants informed
him. :f,ﬂhcy had beated the room right hot, but that the fire weng
fudécn!y out, and they fuppofed the Countels was yet alive. Thig
intelligence rejoiced his heart. He difmeunted, knocked at the door,
and called out throagh the key-hole, * Art thou alii‘e,'ﬁhtildti“’_‘
The Countefs replied, * Yes, my dear lord, T ami alive, and my
children are alfo alive " Owerjoyed at this anfwer, the impatietit
Count bade his fervants break open the door; he ruthed imto the
bathing-room, fell down at the feet of his injured lady, bedewed
her hands with tears of repentance, led her, and the charming pled,
of her innceence and love, cut of the dreary place of execution to
own apartment, and heard from her own mouth the true dccount of
theie tranfaftions. Enraged at the foul calumay, and thameful fa-
crifice of his infants, he iffied orders to apprehend-and fhut up the
treacherous nurfe in the bath. The fire now burned kindly, the
famesplayed aloftin the air, and foon red the diabalical ap
to alues. ;

THE
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CERTAIN king had one fon, named Alindor, whom he had
made an accomplithed prince. A few minutes before his
teath, which took place after a long ilinefs, he addrefied him in the
following words ;:— - e
*¢'Bon, the fpirits of my anceftors beckon me to them; Iam
2gred, and it istime [ thould make room for thee. The crown, which
1 bﬂ:{ucnlh. has been a burden to my head.  Thou, my fon, wilt
wear it with joy and honour. Know, that T have lom poifefied a
treafore which enchantment has prevented me from enjoyingi but
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nothing reflrifts thee from the ufe of it. Take this key, and epen a
cheft that thou wilt find buricd beneath the fountain hefore the
caftern front of thy palace. Poflefs thyfelf, as foon as I am in the
land of fpirits, of ti.ii ineftimable prize; and let juftice and generofity
guide thee in the application of it, Once more embrace me, and
reccive the laft breath of thy expiring father in a prayer for thy-
profperity.™ %

With thefe words the old king breathed his lat.  Alindor, funk
in deep grief, hung I«n? forrowing over the lifelels corps. His
grief was genuine, and fiowed from the fenfibility of a tender and
grateful heart, .

He caufed his father to be interred with p fuited to his worth,
and fulfilled every duty to his remains. l‘;:n:hcn fet fifty labourers ”
to dig urder the fountain, which was confirufted of enormous mafles
of marble, that rendered the work flow of execution. At length,
after fome weeks labour, a vault was difeovered many feet under the

wrth.

The prince, whom curiolity often led to infpe&t the induftry of his
workmen, was prefent when it was broken.  All that it was found
to contain was a cheft of ebony, which Alindor, to his amazement,
'i'o;inal[a light, that he could raife it in his arms and carry it withcut
difficulty., -

But v{hn a new fhock to the expeltations of the prince, when
apening the cheft, he found nothing but an ampt’y leather ‘purfe, a
horn of metal, and a girdle of coarle bair. His {udden difappoint-
ment was fo great, that he ftood for fome time motionlefs, meditat-
g in filent agony on the infulting mockery of his father.

indor examined the chett with more attention, and in one
corner difcovered a roll of parchment, on which he read thefe
words 1—

€ When thou haft need of gold, open the purfeand thou wilt find
whatever thou hatt occafion for.

€ If foldiers be neceffary to thee, blow the horn three times, and
an army will tand at thy command, whom thou mayft difmifs with
a

“ Wouldft thou be tranfported from one place to another, gird
thg;:lf with the belt, and it will convey thee inflantly to the place
b erbs g RN Ko thee ithe miol Soweskul of

F o & wife! may make thee the mo o
monarchs ; but be careful to preferve them, for they will poffefs the
fame virtues in the hands of another; and what may conduce to thy
W’{P“i?m alfo be employed for thy deftrution."

he fon of a_poor king, debarred from the magnificence of his
rank, will ever defire gold: and gold was accordingly the firft with of
Alindor. The purfe was required to do its officc, and fearcely had
the young king opened it with the wifh, than it fiwelled in his s
to fuch a bulk and weight, that he was coaftrained to let it fall to
the floor, which was covered with gold of every fpecies.

The prince then blowing the enchanted horn inconfiderately, he
found Eimfelf furrounded  with foldias, who difappeared at hia
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order. ' Thele proofs fatisfisd ijni that his girdle wonld not fail when
brought to trial, and he foon found occafion to employ it. He had
-long languifhed with'a fEcrerpallion for Zenomia, diughr.u'uf a
califf, Zenomia was felfilhy ¥ain, haughty, and ambitious, butae
the fame time, ‘an admirablecreature ; fince in beauty and accom
plithments fhe was unrivalled among her fex.

Zenomia's beauty, l:_hnch :faodl: more fe:ﬁn?mu&e ::?whw
to it with: every form fuuxmcut, a croud of young
pn::g in her chains. Almd:; fighed in f:]hmde for hﬂ;_;l;:l:hf:
richer raula,b mgmﬁ:mt erings, o mtuldﬂi
vour, 4 never g‘,“ P:e :l.;, e m hl:‘tma-
bi uh rt an expence equal to his riv t that in

~ nm c‘i perfonal accomplifhments he was inferior to
" pome, . mmmmnﬂ&eanhlspwermim-ﬂtbemﬂm
of Zenomia, if he were k to b whh‘” bl
- he treaf which he poffefled in the magic purfe, fwnlml

T [ure whic| in .mw
him with means of furpafling every tor in ‘As
fmuuhqtmadth:u]mufth:n!ﬂl‘,rl’pmd 1o coft 0 €x=
-eudthefnu of his wealth and liberality. His entrance into the

ited the of the people, and his appearance ‘at *
court awakened the jealoufy of all the rival prinices, who dreaded in
“him a formidable antagoni

The uhf antl his confort encouraged the addrefles of (o rich a

h t hter, and Z difplayed a
marked pn&mre for l‘;m over hisrivals, ATm{nr ben.volnt,

fincere, and and 3 be th
himfelf mafter of the pnn:efs‘s heart, wheu, in faft, ln‘hld b\lt -
cited her avarice and vanity,

‘The violence of his ulmgﬂ:dmﬁmhulﬁmndck-
claration, when his to pleaie’ her had feemed to luﬁethﬂ'
peculiarly favourable to him.

“ How canft thou expeét acceptance of th love faid the prin-
cefs, $“when xumphmrhou hait repofed no confidence in‘me.
The title thou haft affumed is an_impofition ; fince the petty kin

, of which thou calleft thyfelf the ruler, conld never juffi }xn
prafuﬁon. “In fhort, prince, there is fomewhat m um)rahr
appearance, which muft be explained before I can make any uﬁkr
10 your offers,”

r profefted, tat his name and title were what he'g
l:hm,—.ﬂam'uﬂlil incredulous, and ed to ln‘tl.‘il
the s to  fram k f the umjust fufpicion,’ the too

guuu prince revealed to his beloved fair-the fecret fource of his

Zenomia was not - content with his n&'uruu:; ﬂlelm:ldlie the
purfe, and make experiment of its virtaes, “

Alinder long refufed to m,hamw&mﬂel
hufun:;thccm: of -hn:hi&d becn fa !i:iuhnly i m‘him by
his father ; byt Z 's rep > and infiny itreatics, &t
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Jength triumphed over his confiancy, and he gave the purfe reluce
L YO s 1
was it in power, than flie. flew out of the
ment, and fhut the door on the prince,) who, confidering her only
:!:“fjd’ expefted her return witgn imjpatience, but without unea-
nels. b | iy

Adter fome time, a flave came in the name of the princefs, to
thank him for his prefent, and ansounce to him; that Zenomia, in
company -of the califf, and her mother, was about to fet off for one
of their country palaces. e
ﬁwmmﬁﬂ?" rel:r:alt:: the prince, and he (aw, that the

ther, er a aughter, been in a confpiracy to
plunder him. He had lfo refouree, but ::?:‘gue:‘ to his kingdag for
ﬂemﬁrxmt of his father's gifts, to revenge the injury, and to
obtain reftisution of what had been fo treacheroufly won from him.
In twomonths he appeared before the capital of the caiiff, provided
withhis horn and gindle. No fooner had he given three blafts, than
an army of fifty thoufand men ftood at each of the four gates of the
city, while a large body of horfemen fcoured-the country. Amaze-
ment and fear feized the inhabitants; none

3 hought of attack, or
were p for refiftance ; they threw themfelves at the meroy
‘flhe victor, and the califf fuught to fave himfelf and his family by

he fugitives were i I by the prince’s cavalry, and

brought captives into the tent of Alindor.

. Zenomia wiped away the teais that dinmed her eyes, and recog-
nized Alindar, whom his helmet and arms had at firft concealed from
the knowledge of the califf and herfelf.

# Scarcely can I truft my eyes,” faid fhe, * when I behold in
thee, prince,-the difiurber of our , and the 1avager of our city
and empire. Alas! [ fee, that thy vows of love and elteem were
words oid of fentiment! Shame,” proceeded fhe, fcmfnl}r,_
Es m.w?u;ls: a woman’s frolic, wafles kingdoms, and, fword in

hand, affails miftrefs! Blufb, prince, this condu& difgraces

T o luded her addrefs with a voice of fuch tentlernefs, that
Alindor, whelly fubdued, calt, himfelf at her feet, and {wore with
the muft folemn imprecations to difoand his troops, and think no
more of vengrance, as fi on as his purfe was reftored to him.

# Here is the unhappy caufe of all this mifchicf," faid fhe,
throwing a leathern puric to him; * reccive the fatal treafure, of the

flefiicn, of which thou art fo jealous. Take it, ndlim thae I

o more pain in partiog with it, than I do in flying a Jover

whofe \wmrl:;t G:Pi.nxnpvmous and fatal 1" y

Alindor loft all goveinment of bimfelf: he miftook the repreaches
of Zenomia for offended love, an Im&nichc had really r:l':ﬁd

incefs’s. heart, the fear of having 1 cfterm drove hi

al-
: to defperation. He wonld willingly, to excufe himfclt rather
by aftions &:

words, have made a volumary ofiering of the purie o
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Zenomia, had fhe deigned to wait his anfiver ; but with the lakt
weords fhe had retived haitily from his prefence. :
Alindor now turned to the califf, and conjured him to recongile
him with the princefs. He difinified his army, which, during this
time, had collefted about his tent, and which he annifiilated by a.
word. The califf thanked the prince for his generofity, and befought
him to accompany him to the city, where a banguet fhould folem~
nize the peace, and confign all enmity to oblivion.. é
He now renewed with more fervour his vows of love,s and hiswifl
to poffefs the heart of his princefs. i
« Williagly,”" faid fhe, “ would I obey a voice that (peaks too
uently for thee in my heart, were not thy power too tremendous.
1 thudder at the thought of belonging to a man, who jtands in fuch
clofe relation to fupernatural beings.  Difcloic to me the means by
which thou haft brought fo innumerable a hott beforg gur gates ere
we knew of thy arival. Expliin to me the pofiibility, of fuch a fur-
prife, which is not lels miraculous than the g\:ﬁca difappearance of
fo many, whom I myfelf faw vanifh into air in an infage.  Speaky
prove thyflf of a mortal nature like myielf, that [Lmay not be
weighed down with thy fupeciority, and from that moment 1 will
¢hafe awe and terror from my foul, and all within me thallbe Love’s
and Alinder's.™ wi
_ Zenomia uttered thefe words with (o true a tone of affeftion and
tendernefs, that the prince conlented to gratify her cugielity. He
produced his magic horn, and ind «d Zenomia of the and
“effeit of its operation. The acttul beauty foon found means o gain
this precious infirument; and as foon as 1t was in her hands, the zave
three blaits, and in an infiant anarmy, that fill-d the palacgyatended
her orders.  Alindor’s confidence in his beluved was (o antire,
his fhume of his former diltrult was fo great, that he had not the
leaut futpicion cf any infidious delign, and he only regreited the alarm
and contufion which her inconfiderate expetiment might.gaufe in the
city. He regquelted her to diliniis 1he magic hofy ingg air, when, to
his amaremimt and harror, the princels, inltead filluoing 1o his
words, tumed ta the neanit loldicrs, and bade chei fxize the princes
and convey him to her father. voos St ool :
Fortunarcly Alipdor nad girded himizlf bmh&mhe with the
magic belt; and this wich bis fisft wid tranip dted him initantane -
oufly to his own kingdom. His indigaation were fo incenfed at this
fecond deceit of his perfidious miltreis, that he vowed etemal hasred,
and menaced the molt fevere vengeance anher he:d  But whatwords
cun fpeak his phrenzy, when recoriing to his purie to repleniih ha
exhaulted cotfers, he tound it remun empty. When, on clofe; in-
fpection, he found it totally different from hisown, and be perceived
the black fraud and perfidy of Zenumia. ;
Stung Eiy re.cutment, he was not long inventing the plan of his re-
wenge, and the means of executing it were found 1p the magic fildlc.
the lole remaining and apparently moit worthlefs legacy of his fathers
O this be repoted all hus h.npc;Eui‘ reltitution and vengeance ; aud
Y
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wiiting only for midhight, he bound-the girdle about his waift, and
withed himfelfin-the princefs"sapartment.

* 'The belt filfilled its office inan inftant, and placed him befide the
couch ofhis falfe miltrels, who, funk in found fleep, apprehended no-
thing from herUnraged lover.

Alindor's defign bad been to furprife Zenomiaduring her fleep, to
extort from her, by menaces of inftant death, his ' magic puife and
horn, and by mearis of the lxtter to colleft a numerous anny, and
carry awa§ the'califf, with his perfidious funily, captives, But the

rince foon felt that the excenfion of this fplendid fcheme was
im le, anid he réhouncéd a trinmph for which his teo weak and
fu ible heart incapatitated him. « The ¢harms of his Falfe, bug
fair, Zenomidl Wwhom tie' faw’ by the' light of a lamp reclined bifore
him, more enchifiting and irefiftible than cver, and whom he con-
templated toe Jong to remain conftant te his delign, rai'ed his paffion
m g{l forde}® made him forget his wrongs, and left him no care but
to excule hid temerity A deep figh, which flele fran his lips, dil-
torbed het@fihe lesped terrified from the fofa, and ‘cried alond for
help.  Alindorembraced her; and befought he” to be tranquil.

“ Who art thow, rafh man?" exclaimed Zenomia, fmggling
to extricate herfelf, © what means thy infulence? unhand me ™"

¢ Forgive my temerity, Zenomia,™ faid the prince, ¢ as [ forgive
thee greater. es. 1 conjure thee to banith every fear, and give
me 1 patien®andience.™

Zenomia mow recollefted the voice and features of her injured
lover, foreboded his defign, and prevented his declarations by thus ad-
dreffing him. *Iam culpable, prince, Town. T urged too far the
proud defign of robbing you of cvery thing, that frem my hand you
might rééeive all. You have miftaken my (entiments, and muft
have ‘w méanly of me. I will not inquire by what new charm
you have pefietrated through the numerous guards of my palace: I
revere the myfterious powersthat obey you, and fearch not into.their
ways. Yet you need not their affiftance to recover your treafures,
ere morning fhall be reftored.  But, prince,” continued (he,
with a tone of i ting tendernefs, ¢ there is a reparation owin
me, which, ifmn haft ever loved me, thou wilt not feruple to acquit

4 s i

thyfelf of. - "bh.?ahh d °ﬁo-£ my h T !]'III,'
name to calumny,'by intrufion into my urﬂmmt: rom this
hour thou art my haiband, and to muft folemnize our pup-
tials.™*

# Tait poflible,” cried Alindor, * that thou canft retum my rath-
nels with fnch y? Yes, beloved Zenomis, I am thine, and

nothing henceforth fhall difturb our harmony.™ -~ .
L' Zenomia, meanwhile obferved his girdle, whofe fhaggy texture
rendered it fufficiently perceptible on the filken robe which the prinee
wore b hy and - her jon fuggefted to her that fome new
mngic was concerned with this uncouth ornament, Hoping to wih
the feeret from her lover, the loofed the belt gradually from his waift;
and when fhe had fo far effefted her. purpofe, that another touch
would detach it, fhe drew bacw, in‘the nid of a tender addrels of
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the prince, pretending to have been hurt by foln!'])m'f!‘i"'_‘l’l?"fl-
She now feigned ro perceive the magic girdie, and ridiculing it for ifs
ungraceful appearance, begged him to divzft himflf of fo odious an
emnament.

¢ Do not delpife this belt,” replied Alindor, ¢ of all the wondess
I poflefs it is the moft precious. To this girdie I ewe all the happi=
nefs of my future life.” !

‘T'ofupport his words, Alindor related how he had made a journey of
many wecks, by means of this girdle, in an inftant, and, unfifpedt-
ingly informed’ ber, it had the virwe of traniporting him whitherfo-
ever he would,

No fooner was the artful Zenomia acquainted with the ious fe~
eret, than fhe approached the amorous prince, threw him off his
guard by her carefies, and loofed from bis body the girdley which
now fcarcely hung to hisfide. Inftantly binding it round ber wait,
fbe withed herfelf conveyed to the califf's apartment, and vanifhed in
the moment from the arms of her deluded lover. :

Alindor's aftonithment at this treachery was fo great, that he loft
all conicioufnefs, and was near falling into the hands of the guards,
whom fhe had difpatched to feize him. Fortunately the rattle of
the %;meuwakd him fiom the ftupefaftionin which the bafe pertidy
of the princefs had lefg him, and he had time to faye himfelf by
ftaircafe that led into the gardens. .

Death was his fole with : and torid himfelf of life, which had be-
come infuppastable to him, he f the haunts of lionsand tygers,
to find in their fangs refuge from the thoughts of a miftrefs more in-
human than all the fav of the wild.

For two days bevn:ﬁ::d about the rough cliffs of a horrid wil-
dernefs, tomeet that death which he could never find. Fatigued be-
{:nd fufferance, and tormented by the mofk raging thirft and hungef,

refolved woterminate all his miferics, and accordingly, mounting
to the fi it of the fteepeft precipice, he threw himiclf headlong
down.  The fall mult have proved immediate death to him, had not
his robe canght in the projetting branch of a fig tree. This broke
the force of his fall, and let himinmlgcn:lron a bed of thick mofs,
that preferved him free from any fraéture; bt he had loft his
breath and (enfe during the fall, and be lay fome time motionlefs an
the pround.

When his reafon returned, he found himfelf tormented by fuckea
burning thirit, that he curfed the deitiny which had protradted his
anguilh by preferving his exiftence, mi feeing no way to eicape
from the ‘place into which he had thrown himielf, he had the prof=
peét of dying in the moft deplorable and lingering

Urged by his fcorching thirft, he ftrove to raife himielf from the
earth, that he mightiearch for fome fpring water ; butall his firug-
gles were inetfeciual, and he feemed beld to the ground by fome vait
weight. Looking for the impedi that reftrained ham, he per-

ceived that a valt branch, which be had by the violence of his rall
detached from the tiee, lay under him, and was entangled with his
Ej ‘




44 THE MAGIC LEGACY.

garment. 'With joy he faw the branch covered with ripe fizs of
extraordinary fize and: beauty. He gatherd fome, and devoured
them with avidity. : ¥
Scarcely had tL prince appealed his thirlt with the delicious fruit,
than he was difturbed in his enjo t by a frightful prodigy.
‘With every fig he had caten, his nofe extended mfu‘ the length
of a thumb ; but occupied with the cravings of hunger and thirft,
he did mot remark the deformity, till the difproportion of feature

‘was become monftrous. He vbferved it with amazement, but with-

-out terror, and almoft with indifference. ¢ Perhaps,™ fhid he, ** it

is a brand of igneminy for my folly and credulity, inlofing the pre-

‘cious dondtions of my father.” e

Dm-ing thefe refleftions, the prince wandered about the valley,
finto - which he had precipitated himiclf, in fearch of an outlét.

MNoontide advanced, the fun fhot more burning rays, and Alindor’s

‘thirft returoed on him with new fury. - Happily he heard the gufh-

ing of water, and perceiving a fpring, he reclined befide it, todrink

with more facility the clear liquid.  He fwallowed the cocl water
out of his palms for want of a better cup, and obferved, that with

‘every ‘draught the monfirous exuberance of his nofe diminifhed.

‘He profited by 'the difcovery. and continued his draughts: till his
o ol d # had r A i'! 1443 L -

This unexpeéted good foriuns infpired him with a tranfient joy ;
swhich nothing can extinguith in the human breaft, was again re-
dumed in him, Meditating on the poflihiﬁz]nf regaining all his

“treafures, the ludricous accident that had befallen his countenance,
fugg:fted to him a Hratagem which promifed to reftore his loffes, and
-revenge him on his falfe miftrefs. i R TR
«- Almder delayed not an inlant the execation of his plan. He
‘broke off a branch of the fireft figs, and returning to the fpring
.with an easthen veflel which be procured from a forefter, he filled
“it with the miraculous water. Exchanging his rich veftmeats for a
vdrefs of inferior fiuff, he entered the city in the difguife of a pea-
Jant; bearing his figs me dify in a bafket, and preceeded
. with them to the palace of the califf,
~ . Asithe fruit was of uncommon beauty, they were immediately

for the mhle of the fultare(s dnd her daughter.

Alindor retired haftily from the palace, when the bargain was
woncluded, and difgmifing bimfelf anew in a long beard and a black
mantle, he hired a houfe in one of the fuburbs, and affuwred the
.charatter of an:Fgyptian phyfician. The mother and iladaghter, al-

“lured by the delicious flavour of the fruit, devoured it with an eager-
nefs that did not fuffer them to perceive its confequences, till ihe
nofes of both had enlarged to an enormous bulk of deformity. Each
perceived the alteration dn hericlf and the other at the fime mo-
ment, and’ both burll inte exclamations of furprife and horror.

- Mother and daughter ran n!frifhu-d to a misror, and, feeing their
faces thus hideoufly disfigured, brought all their attendants about
them with their lamentations. The rumour of this miraculous
event f})rtfad though the whole palace, and the califf came to fatisfy
himblf of this ext e 1' flant
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* The califf fummoned all the moft celebrated phyficians of his
capital, and promifed a kingly recompence to him, who thould re.
lieve his wife and danghter srom tiieir odiovs incumbrances. Adter
long confultations, it was unani ly agreed, that the misfortune
was not to be removed by medicine, and that, as its caule was not
in natural circwinitances, neither was its ramedy in nature.

Neither would fubmit implicitly to this jndgment, and they flae-
tered their hopes by a thouland experiments, which had no other
effeét, than to fill their minds with expeétations that were conltantly
dilappointed, ’ :

Alindor now thought it time to halten the progrefs of his firata-
gem.  He accordingly announced himfelf as a fags experienced ‘in
all the mylteries of wedicine, and be boaited of poiiciiiug a magical
fecret, -of infallible efficacy, to reltore the princ:les to tiwir prifine
beaunty,

H:Y“i received with every mark of refpelt, and an apartment
was affigned him in the palace, that he might benearer his piticnrs.

Fhe water from the fouat, of which he had made in his own cafe
the {ecelsful experiment, effefted on the iultaneis a | ibe co kil wiih,
‘Her nole was reduced with every draught, and it depended on the
prince alene to have at once freed her from the Joatinfome ieam-
brance ; but he purpofely delayed the accomplitunenis of her cure,
to give it greatey vab:e from its apparent Jifcuity.

When the cure was perfeéted, and he had no longer an excufe
for defcrring to devote his labour to the princels, Alindor one
morning was introdaced to her apartment, and addruiled herin thetis

words :—

you ever appear with this frighttul probalicis in the

“ Your afpeét, pll'incel's moves me at once to mirth and ¢
fion. Shuulur +

world, will it not be thought you are defecnded from an elephant ?
Of what ufe are your graces, now thit this monttrous redundance

counteraéts the luitre of yoar complexion and tne iph of your
:{:-\r The wietches whoun you ence fubjefled to your caprice, by

¢ magic of your beautics, now triumph in their turn, anlderide
imlf ﬂuml'rnity.- Bat compoli your ;mguiﬂ:; your mother cedles to

e ‘am objel¥ of ‘horror, and perhaps by the inccels of my cffores
you may loon be fo no longer.™

Then after pronouncing many firange words, and ufing various
gtlﬂ\um, he Jnini]trel to her a cup of sommen water, which was
without any confequence, but 1o irricate thy hopes of the princefs,
FEIg_IIi_rig furprite and ditappointment at the failure of his pretended
medicing, he prepaced miother cup of the fame potent remedy, into
which, to render it ill more infallible, he prefied the juice of fome
flowers and herbs, amidft a multitude of magical ceremonies; and
t{ﬂE ll:tprim:c!i was direfted to drink with her tace turned towards
the Ealt, )

The nofeof the princefs was not leflened a hair’s breadth by this
tantalizing procels.

. Zenoona was in the utmott defpair, and the pretended fage confeffed
himielf embarraffid at the failure af his nanedies.  He iceived with
the aflirance, that he would rencw his endeavours the cnluidg morn,
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Alindor repeated three days fucceffively this pantomine, till the
anzuith and fears of the princefs had become almeft infupportable,
He then appointed the hour of midnight for a grand and fhal at-
tempr.

ZI::nomia waited the inflant of his arrival with the moft agonizing
palpitations.  Itwas now to be decided, whether fhe flwculd remain
a monfter, or fhould be again the moft beautiful of c¢reatures, Her
whole foul hung to theevent ; fhe received the afirologer with tears
in her eves, and conjured him to exhaufi ail his kill to free her from
fo hateful a deformity.
© # If the magnificent réewards promifed by my father he infhFeient
to excite your diligence and ardour, know,™ l?l.ld fhe, < that I
fefs realiires of incftimable value, with which, on the inftant yow
effet my cure, T will demonitrate to you my gratitude.

¢ I am familiar wi'h the promiles of the ﬁc%’-." faid the falfe phy-
fician with indifference and coldneis, ¢ and know how little fire
they are of performance.™ :

‘Zenomia, without anfwering, flept into her chamber, and re-
turned to the (age with her magic purfe, together with the hors and
girdle, that fhe might excite his avarice and elftablith his confidence.

#¢ Theie three infignificant utendils,™ fid fhe, “ poffels fuch mi-
raculous virtues, that it depends only on my ufe of them to become
the richeft and moft poweriul of all mortals. From this inftant they
are your own, and T will inftruét you to enploy them, when you
have reftored me to gy proportion of feature,™

*¢ I need not thy direclions,” interrupted’ Alindor, throwing away
his difguife, aod feizirg the precious prize. * [ refome what thou
hat robbed me of, and leave rhee thy falle heart, and thy monftrous

nofe.™

‘While he fpoke thefe words, he girded himfelf in his magic beli,
and withing himfeif in hix own kingdom, lefr the falfe fair one to
deplore the lofs of her ill gotten gains and her beauty.

THE ENCHANTED KNIGHT;

or, :

PHEBE.

HFRE was a man who was left a widower with one child, a
T fiweet girl, whofe name was Phebe.  After he had lived twor
or theee years fingle, be determined to marry again; and he was the
more e:!’:]y indured fo to do, becaufe he had met with.a woman
about his own age, and very much of his own difpofition, to whom
he bad made himfeli agreeable. This woman was a wiaow, and,
like him, bad a dwghter called Martha, who was two years older
than Phebe ; th.zu lly promifed to be exceedingly good and
tender to each other’s offspring ; and at firft they kept their promifes

well,
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* Tt happened fhat the father died, when Phebe was about twelve
years old j and 45 flic had Leen well fuftrdfted by her father’s carey,
who loved her dearly, fhe was, on account of the réadinels of her
wit, more accomplifhed and advanced in knowlelge than many of
twice her age, and inuch more {6 than her fiffer Martha, though
there had been equal care taken of them both. The death of her
father was a great misfortune to Phebe; fhe foon began to find an
alteration in the behaviour of her mother and fifer. The latter,
having mow no refiraint upon her, (for ber mothier had always been
far too indulgent) took every opportunity of thwarting Phebe, of
whom fhe became excesdiugly jealous, owing to the preference Phebg;
always obtained in fociety., |

It 'may eafily be imagined that poar Phebe foon became deprived
of all the little pleafires in which the uled to fhare : inftead of mix~
ing with the vificors, and going abroad with her fifter, as formerly,
fhe was confined to her needle, and ordered to aflift the fervant at the
lowett drudgery. -

‘The prailes that Phehe had obtained, and the admiration with
which évery b dy was ftruck who happened to get a fight of her,
fervedt only farther-to inflaue the enmity of thole so whom alone (e
could look for proteftion ; infomuch, that fhe at lafk was not ouly
the drudge of the family, ‘but was ftinted in her very food, obliged
to eat the offals, and beat upon the moft frivolous pretences, till (he
was {ometimes hardly able to move.

One day, when the mother and favourite daughter were gone out,
and had, as ufual, locked up every thing from her, leaving her but -
a fcanty pittance, fcarce halt’ enough to fatisfy nature, a poor old
woman, tottering under age, came to the door, begging fhe would
giw her a moricl to keep her from ilmi?. Phebe, though very

ungry herfelf, had too good a heart to fee fuch an old creature ready
to fink with age and hunger, and not give her every affitance in her
{:wer. She immediately went to the door, gave the poor woman

t hand, defired her to come in and reft herfelf, and fet about
warming what little morfel fhe had, (which fhe herfelf was going to
have cat cold) to make it as comfortable as fhe could, She then
laid a clean napkin and plate, and waited upon and cherifhed her as
though fhe had been her own mother. ¢ The God of Heaven blefs
thee I faid the old woman, as Phebe ftood miniftering by her fide;
 thou art a merciful and a gracious angel, and fhalt lofe nothing
by thy charity. Thou haft given ime iood, wilt thou give me a kifs?™
Phehé would always rather hurt her own feelings than the feclings
of another: and though the old woman was very difagrecable with
rags and age, fhe inflantly kifled her with the beft grace imaginable,
lett fhe fhould give her pain, or left fhe fhould be taought to defpife
age and poverty. The old woman fixed her eyes ftedfoftly upon
her—<¢ Sweet and heavenly creature,' faid fhe, * have I at lait
found fuch a one! Yes; if thy courage equals thy other virtues,
thou art the treafure I fo long and ineffedtually have fought,"—
Phebe wondered to hear a miferable old womin fpeak in this anner,
und in fuch language too. *¢ Thou art very young ; art thou of 3
wmmid difpofition 2—*¢ No, indeed,” faid Phebe, *¢ L uever injure




A8 THE ENCHANTED KNIGHT.

any creature that has life or fenfibility. T would do lﬂﬂwr
body if I had the power, and 1 hop:)i commit ne mgk:dnefl, then.
wherefore Mhould I be afraid 3 p

FPhebe turned her eyes towards her guet, and inflead of 2 poor,
"““ﬁ';,' and beggorly old woman, fhe beheld a beauteous g::g
in robes of white and fcarlet, and wings more varioufly ipotred than
the fhining plumage of the Chincke pheafant |
“ Purelt and beit of earthiy virzins,™ faid the bright vifion, ¢ be
Tt alarmed "'t No," replied Phebe, * I am only furprifed. 1f
you are a heavenly being, you will not injure me ; if a wicked one,
‘v;ou cannot, till 1, by guilt, thall give you power over me."—

Lilten to me,” fiid the fpirit: ¢ Long have I been feeking to
deliver Oron, the knight of a neighbouring caltle, from the autho-
rity of the demons; but in vain: they have fiduced ard enchanted
him, and he is held a willing flave 1o five of the moft powertul that
Eie dark cnuails of the fu phurous regions can emit.- He bath
fuffeied themn to light np the Dead Hand within his walls, which
hath ftupified and Julled to flecp the guardian fpirits fate had ap-
peinted to proted him from their machinarigns; and till that is ex-
tinguithed, never fhail he be freed from their wicked dominion, The
f!lphs and uther aetherial eflences have in vain made war upon thefe

and their adh 3 A young virgin alene can vanquith
them, and extinguifh the enchanted fisme of the Dead or Glorious
Hand ; for & goad and beautcous. virgin is of more power thana hoft
of fpirits. I and uly companions have long mourned over the mis-
fortunes of Orcn ; for till thefe infernal and malicious fiends
fafcinated him, the earth had few young men fo promifing.

thee, then, fair and excellent ticature, is this charitable and
tatk afiigned.™

““ 1 hope I have the will, if I have the ability, to do good,"™ re-
plied Plicbe ; ¢ nor am 1 afraid of encountering fuch danger, asa
weak creature, like me, may {uppert ; but [ am dependent on the
will of ancther. I muit not leave my mother's houle without her
knowledge ; tor thar would be wickednels, and not virtue.™

Phiebe had fcarcely pronounced the lait word, when fhe heard her
‘mother and fitter at the door ; and, inflead of a fylph, faw the fame
old woman again at her fide whom her charity had fo Jately re-
licved, Shei‘mw not what to, think ; fie was ready to imagine fhe
‘had been in a dican ;. fhe ran, however, to open the door for ber
mather.— Hey-day! indecd! faid the fiter, “ what old beldam
have you got here to keep you (ompﬂyi I {uppole you have l:fc:l
baving your fortune told, but I am afiaid it is not wrygwd- -
*¢ Berter than thine will ever be, Calot,” anfwered the old woman,
and glided out of the bouie. There needed not half this to fet
them upen the patient fuffering Phebe: they both fell: upon her,
and, as they thought, beat her moit unmercifully ; but, to the
aftonifiment of Phebe, their blows gave her no pain. They were
not fatisfied with this: her filer intited upon it that fhe fhould be
inftantly turned out of doors, and the foolih and cruel mother put
her wicked wiflies in exccution,

Fhebe could not forbear weeping, at finding herfelf, thus fiicad-

»
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tefs and unknown, driven from her mother's houfe; fhe was even
exceedingly affefted with the thought “fcdwniuf from perfons who
had treated her fo bafely. She comforted heritlfy however, as well
as fhe could. # I am wery able and willing to work,™ thought the,
¢ and {urely fome charitable good perfon will give me a little food
for my labour.”*

§he wandered along the path fhe firlt took, without knowing
whither it led, till evening began to come on, and fhe was faint
with hunger, when, being come to an eminence, fhe far herfelf
down, and tored round to take a laft look at the inhafpitable, yet
refpefted manfion, from which fhe was expelled. As fhe Tooked
down the lawn, fhe faw, with furprile, her favourite cat, to ‘which
fhe had always been kind, coming trotfing afrer her, and
looking up, as if in pity for her fate. The cat feemed to be guided
by a ‘%Fiiﬂl‘ initinét ; there were three paths led from where her
miftrels fat, and fhe took one of them, and looked back as if in-
viting Phebe to follow ; which aftion fhe repeated feveral times,
Phehe, to whom no path had a peculiar preference, inclined to thae
from the aftion of the animal, The cat had not gone far, befote
fhe turned a little from the way to a bufh, and f , then went
back to mect her miftrefs, and returned to the fame fpot: this in-

cited Phebe's curiofity, and fhe followed to the buith. Here fhe
found. a clean white napkin, and in it a part of a very fine capon,
with fome good wheaten bread. Phebe’s feclings may eafily be

1%: fat herfelf upon the bank, and divided her treafute

imagined ;
with her friend,
She prefently rofe from her repait, and her cat {till ran before, as

if to condu&t her. They came prelently to a place where the fiile
had been hedged up, to prevent paifen

gers from coming any mare
that road ; the catturned down the fide of the hedge, and f{nund ‘a
clear gap.—Darknefs now. grew on apace, and there was neither
town, hamlet, mnor houle, in view ; yet poor Phebe kept implicitly
following her guide. On each hand were d its, bogs, and
cipices, ini@ which the fmalleft deviation wm:TI &r ever plunge
t:'; but her faithful eat kept ljul'l: before ; and every moment kept
tuming its lumineus eyes, as if to light and guide its miftre(s, fud-
denly bled down a precipice, and, by its cries, gave Phebe,-
whole feet were upon the very brink, waming of her danger, and i
own & t defiruétion.

While fbe ftood thus motionlefs, ard looking down the abyf idto
which her guide hud fallen, the beheld-an apparition rife flowly from
the bottam, holding a lighted torch in its right hand, for it had but
ane. Its vilage was of a death-hike paie and piteous ; it held up the
remains. of its lefi-arm, asif to impﬁln redrels, and Brandifhing irs
torch to make it thed a brighter light, it glided by, and ftood at forme
linle diftance. Phebe beheld the (peftre wich terror, yet with that
refolution which virtue alone can give. .

Her dreadful guide condnfted Ecr fafely over the moor, till they
came to a gothic cattle,” firrounded by 2 moat. The draw-bridge
#ms up, and the {pefire made a fudden fup, as 3 fignal- for Phebe
to proceed no farther yet; it then (kimmed acrofs the canal, and
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Mrait. the may ':gu v to creaky, and the bridge defcended
with.a weighty and | crafh that echoed through the ftillnels of
the night, and made the e:l v]::ldlui caftle reverbrate ndlinrmr.
Phebe was now in tetal dar s, and virtue:

to fauddes at the 1 Lmdhﬂmnmnﬂwm
moned up her firength, and with heroic fortitude afcended a par-
row ftair-cafe.  She went up fo many fieps, and kept fo continually
winding, that at laft, with giddines and want of bréath, fhie'was
oblige to reft. She had {carcely ftopped a mioment, before fhe heard
the clinking of chains, and the footiteps of one defcending, who
fent forth at intervals, the moft painful and difimal grodns. Her
p i!:ur now ftood an Hld,:_lu' hlood rI.nWHI: ﬂandhth:mlu[ﬁtmt within
 her ; it was impoffible for any one to 8,

_body would precipitate  her "to. the b:mm.; The m.“f.".&".‘;%
cl:ui’king increafed ; they feemed not three fteps diftant, and her fa-

_ culties-were frozen with horrer, when the place was inftantaneoufly
illumined, and fhe beheld the b Sylph fultaining a dreadful
bat with a mopft d by which it feemed to be almoft

overpowered. . A voice at the fame time cried aloud—¢ Go ferward !
. You only are in danger when you do net proceed.  Phebe aguin cal-
_led up her refolution, began to afcend, and again was left in filence
d total darknefs, X 4
IPSheul:llru at length to a little door, which opened with =-g‘::lllc
- pufh : through this fhe went, and found herielf upon the great fhair-
cafe, oppoiite to 2 fuit of magnificent apartments, illuminated with
:Etm tapers 3 thele the boldly entered, paffed fhrough feveral,
H found each fucceeding one fuperior fo thelalt, till fhe arrived in
the faloon. Here, in the centre, fhe deheld, upon a fi
_ €auch, Oron, the enchanted knight, lying entranced 1 over him hun
Auiperded in the sir the, Gloriens Hand; that is to fag, a '
ms;..d pared by Ne 7, dipt,in mmgi I oil,and wich
ﬁﬁe Blorious Hand bumnt dim as fhe drew pears. the colour re-
yired ia the checks of Oron, ber virgin breath purifed the air. The
Hand gradually defcended ; it's faint light bumt blue, and fearee
caii a gleam ; and, when oppofite to her coral lips, Phebe breathed
upan it the fame became totally extinét, and the knight rofe from
. s enchanted couch, . | & 4 {159
Phebe’s virtues now met a full reward, if any earthly blefling
_sauld be a reward for fuch paticice, ! , and magnanimity.
She became the lady of the calt e, the adored wife of Oron, the won-
der of the country, and ‘the ornament and’ pride of her fex, Her
‘mother and fifter would have humbled themielves at her feet; but
fhe taught them to be virtuous, and took them to her bofom: and
thus fhe convinced the world, that a perfeverance in goodnels muft
at laft conduét to happinefs,

- FINIS,
e
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