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THE

GOTHIC STORY

DE COURVILLE CASTLE.

From the Lady's Magazine.

“GRACIOUS Father! what can this mean2" faid Alphon/o
to his fervant. * | know not,” anfwered Phslip, ** unlefs your
uncle be dead.”—¢* But it is very extraordinary,” replied Alpbon/o,
*“ thatthere is no perfon in the caftle ; however, be it asit may, we
had better turn our horfes, and look for fome place to reft at to-
night; we may perbaps gain fome intelligence of this affair.”
They accordingly rode through the foreft, and firuck into a path,
which they fuppofed might lead to fome habitation; but as no
fuch appeared, and as night was :Xpmau:hing very faft, they be-
gan to defpair of finding any. At laft they deferied a l}ght.
glimmering at a diftance ; which feemed to proceed from fome
window; they therefore fpurred their horfes, and made toward
it. ‘The light was, however, foon extinguithed, and they re-
mained in total darknefs, not knowing which way to take. For-
tune, at length, favoured them, and they arrived at a fmall cot-
tage, the inhabitants of which were retired to reft. They im=
mediately concluded it was from the windows of this cott
they feen the light; they therefore knocked loudly Il:g:
door, which was opened by an old woman, who demanded
what they wanted. % Dame," replied Alpion/s,  we have loft our
way in this place ; not knowing what road to take, we fhould be
obliged to you if you would let ushave a night’s lodging here, as
we mean to depart early in the moming. You may depend on
it, I will reward you for your trouble.”—¢ That is no matter,"”
anfwered fhe ; ““you are very welcome, if you can put up with
our poor hut. But you feem tired; aliﬁht, and I will make a
fire.”  diphor/o difmounted, and tying bis horfe to a tree, fol-
lowed ker into the cottage. The woman offered to call up her
hufband, but fphonfo would not allow her to difturb him ; tel-
ling her he did not intend to go to bed, but would fit by the fire
till morning. The woman feemed furprifed ; but at length con-
fented to go to bed, after fetting before them fome bread and
cheefe, with a jug of ale, which was all fhe had in the houfe.
Piilip, who was very tired, fell alleep; and Alphon/e fat ruminat-
ing on the adventure of the preceding evening.

It is now neceffary to acquaint the reader who Alphon/o was.
He had the misfortune to lofe his nts while he was quite an
infant, and was afterward brought up by his uncle, the count
d¢ Courwille, who was a man of an auftere behaviour, impaticot
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of controol, and of a tyrannical difpofition. Alphen/e had, how-
ever, the good fortune to bécoine a great favourite with his
uncle, who thought he [&wﬂfumc. _his gwn (piritin him. He had
indeed a manly digrbty'in his'c: grhi-ch was blended with
fo much gentlenefs, that every perfon at firft fight was unavoid-
ably prepoffeffed in his favour.  His uncle would often regard
him w‘%ﬁ ] Took 5\ wauld thed Kuit his brovs, ddd with
i« detp fizh; is fack away, and feem 1oft 'in thought * then
he would ftart up, and fay, “ It muft got be.”! He would then
take a walk, and return home a8 compofed as ever. One day he
called his nephew to. him: # dpionfo,” faid he,  you are now
of an age when travelling would be of fervice to you; I would
Wwith you, therefore, to get ready as foon as you poFEIsiy can; I
have only one Em:c of adrice to give to you i—never let your
onsdgttllle tter of your reafon.””  Alptairfy took hig'hand;
¢ found it tremble violently. He looked up in his face, and faw
bis countenance change alternately from red to pale.  But us
uncle affiminga fern 0y, faid tohim: @ Retire, | have now
na more to fay; remember my advice ; you may need it.”" A~
phonfo bowed, and obeyed, He was ftruck with his uncle's beha-
Viour : be: was ifed to bis fodden changes of temper, but thonght
ke was now morelthan pfuily foleron. Fear of he knew not
what made him'fhun his uncle as much as poffible, till the day
came an‘'which he wasto fet out ; he then went to his ¢hamber,
took his leave of him, and departed, attended by his faithful fer-
vant Plilip.
- Nothing worth remarking happened, till one day, as e was
tiding through a wood on the confines of Germany, feveral ban-
ditti rufhed upon them, dragged Alphonfe off his horfe, and rob-
bed bim of all he had. They then did the fameto Phifip, and left
them almoft dead with the bruiles they had received in making
refiftance. Soon aﬁrr,acarﬁ:gc happened to pafs by, withan
elderly gentleman, who, perceiving the fituation they were in,
ordered his coachman to ftop, =m§ give them fome afliftance.
Philip, who was a little recovered, related what had happened,
and who they were. The gentleman then defired his fervant to
help Alphonfo into the coach, and drive home. As foon as hear-
rived, he ordered a bed to be got ready, and had him putinto it;
he had fo much care taken of him, that in a few days he was able”
to leave bis apartment, and go downp to dinner. “When he en-
tered the parlour, he was furprifed to fee a yonng lady there, and
was going to withdraw; but the baron de Stainyifle (which was
the gentleman'’s name) taking the young lady by tire hand, led
her toward him, My dear Aiphoufs,” faid he, & 1 will now in-
troduce my daughter Fuliato you.”—¢ This, my dear,’’ turn=
ing to her, ¢ isthe young gentfeman yon have heard mefay [
have fuch an efteem for.”—* Youare too good,” replied /-
honfa, * 1 am fure I can _have no claim to fuch kindnefs.” He
then paid his refpects to Yuliain a le manner; the da
was paffed with mutual fatisfadion, and when night came, eac
was lorry to part.  Aphonfo retiredtobed, but not tofleep ; dif
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ferent thoughts occopied his mind. . His guoerous difpofition
could not bear to li¢ under an obligation ; and as he was now able
to travel, he thought it would be wrong to ftay long in a place
where he had already received i many favours; but itill an irre-
fiftible impulie made him wifh to remain longer: he felt a par-
tiality to that place, which be imputed to gratitude; but he was
miftaken—wira was the magnet that attracted bim, though he
did not allow himfelf to think fo. Moming appeared before be
tlofed his eyes.  Fwlia had not paffed a better mght, Theimage
of the amiable Alphon/s was continually before her eyes; fhe
thought him the moit elegant young man fhe had ever beheld ;
ihe arofc pale and languid : her father oblerved it, and afked if (he
wasill.  She blufhed, and turned it off by faying fhe fuppoled
it was raking laft night made her lovk fo pale, as fhe ufed her-
{elf togo to reft carly. They then talked of the difierent places
Aipfonfu had vilited, and, among others, of feveral curious bermi-
tages he had fien and greatly admired, as they were the beautiful
produdtions of nature, * Talking of hermitages,”” faid the baron,
‘¢ puts me in mind of an extraordinary adventure which I met
with fome time ago. 1f you pleafe, I will relate it.” They ex-
preifed their defire to bear ity and the baron began as fullows s .

* One morning, happening to rife rather foonerthan my ufual
hour, T tovk a walk among the neighbouring mountains to pafs
my time till breakfaft. The romantic appearance of the fcenes
around me fo enchanted my imagination, that I infenfibly firolled
farther than I intended, and was bewildered in the intrlcacies of
the place. While I wae deliberating what courfe to purfue, I
perceived ‘a figure at a diftance approaching toward me. I
therefure advanced to meet it; but as {oon as the perfon faw me,
be turned back, and Aed with precipitation. Curiofity now im-
pelled me, and [ ran forward'with {peed, in hopes to overtake
him ; but turniug a comer of avbck, [ loft fight of him. Fatigued
with my purfuit, I fat down on the ground, and began to confi-
der which way I fhowld return; when 1 thought 1 beard a deep
figh, as if uttered by fome perfun near me. 1 turned round, bat
could fee noone.  In a few moments it was repeated ftill louder.
Starting up, 1 caft my eyes behind the place where 1{at, and faw
- thiek cluficr of buihes ; and looking nearer, 1 perceived the en-
trance of a cave, at the further curner of which was a venerable
old man, kueeling before alittle wooden table, and fecmingly
in fervent prayer.  When he faw me, he rofe up and invited me
to fit down. I then inquired whether he was the perfon who
had fled from me among the mountains. *1am,” faid hes
‘and thengh you may think’ me an unfociable wreteh, T can

affure you | have my reafons for withing to avoid the fight of

man, which mult ever remain adeeret. My misfortunes are fuch

as preclude all hopesof enjoying happinefs inthis world . —* Thac

is vut of your power to fay,’ replied I, ¢ the viciffitudes of this

life are many ; we ought always to live in hopes, without which,

life would be mifernble. lndru}. nw oue thould give himfelf to
3
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delpair.'—¢ I do not,” anfwered he, ¢but havingloft all T ever
held dear, Thave no with to live otherwile than I do at prefent :
all I wilh, is never to fee mankind again. Heaven knows [ have
beenaninnocent fufferer by the perfidy of one of my own race—
a brother too; but I forgive him, and may the Almighty do the
fame.! Grief now overcame him, and he threw himfelf on the
ground in an agony not to be defcribed.  1tried all in my power
to footh him, and at length fucceeded, and he became more calm.
1 then begged his pardon for intruding upon bis folitude, and
entreated his affiftance to find my way out of the mountains.
He then conduéted me through them, and brought me to a path
that led me to the plains. * I muft now leave y faid he,
¢ as I have already paffed my limits; but Jeft you fhould think
meinhofpitable, you have my permiflion to yifit me again, if you
‘have any inclination: I may perhaps be tempted to tell you my
fale of horror; but I muit exadt your promife never to let any one
fee me but yourfelf; my life depends upon conceal You
anay not, perhaps, believe me, when I'tell you that it is not for
my own guilt I fear detedtion ; but that I wifh to avoid the dif-

of my enemies.” Wethen parted, and I gave him a folemn
promife never to bring any one with me. I have feen him twice
fince ; but never could make him deviate in the leaft from his firft
determination. He feems 2 man of great learning, and by bis
converfation, I thinkhe is of a noble, generous difpofition.  But
1 tire your patience by fuch a long ftory.”

Alphonfo and Fuliu affured him, that they were highly pleafed
with it; and only wifhed to fee fuch an extraordinary man;
but as it was impoffible, they muft content themfelves with hear-
ing of him; though from the baron"s defcription of him, they
fhould be very much interefted in his welfare, Another week
pafled away, and Aiptonfohad yet fixed no time for his departure.
Though he kuew be bad no longer excufe for Raying; yet he
conld not bear the thoughts of pmting from his beloved Fulia,
as he was certain he was not indifferent to her.  He therefore
thought his beft way would be to acquaint the baron with his
love for Julia, and truft to his generolity. He accordingly fent
a fervant to the baron’s apartment, to inquire whether he might
be admitted to an hour's converfation with him. The barun,
who was reading in his room, was furpriied at the meflage, and
wondered what Ajplenfo had to fay to him, that he wilhed to
{peak privately ; he therefore fent word back, be {hould be very
happy to hear whatever he had to fay, and begged him to come
immediately. When Aipbenfi came into the room, the baron
took him kindly by the hand—¢ What," fid he, *¢ can my young
fricnd have to fay, that be wifhes to be fo private? fomething
very i y no doubt, elfe he would not have fent fuch a
furmal meflage. But come, fit down, and let me know all.”
Alphonfo then told him, he found it impoflible to depart without
making bim acquainted with his love for his amiable daughter,
whom ad:'::?.! from the firft moment he beheld her.” When
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be had done fpeaking, he looked at the baren, withing to read
in his countenance an an{wer favourable to his hopes.

After a few moments filence, the baron rofe from his feat, and
taking Aipbonfs by the hand, faid : “ This is what I feared, yet it
was out of my power to prevent it. Yulia and you are formed
for each other, and I frecly give my confent upon one condition,
which is, that you finith your teur, and, if you then can obtain
your uncle’s permiffiun, Jwlia thall be yours. 1 will allow you
one week to prepare for your departure, and to take leave of my
daughter; remember, however, fhould your mind ever change,
and you thould find you love anothier better than Julia, I abfolve
you from any promile you may have made me. You may now
feek Julia, and acquaint her with what has paffed.” Alphonfa
bent his knee to the ground, and taking the hand of the barom,
thanked him, with a heart overflowing with gratitude. The
baron raifed him up, and embraced him kindly. 1/o then
left him, to go in fearch of Twlia, whom he found in the parlour.

After fome trifling converfation, Aphonfe related what had
paffed between bim and the baron; apologifing, however, for
not confulting her firft; ¢ for,”” faid he, “ had the baron refufed
his confent, I would have fled from this place, without making
even my adorable Twlia acquaioted with my unhappy paflion.
Pardon then my prefumption, and cheer me with the hope that
you will agree to be mine.”  Fwlia, to whom dillimulation was
unkrown, frankly confeffed, that of all mankiod, fhe loved
but him alone.

Nothing now damped their mutual joy, but the thoughts of
their approaching feparation,  dlphon/s, however, pleafed him-
felf with the jdea, that, after a fhort interval of time, they thould
meet, never more to part.  Young and fanguine, he thought not
of the numerous viciflitudes of life; he thought nothing could
prevent his union with his beloved Fulfia, if his uncle would but
agree ta it, which he made no doubt of his doing, as the baron
was defcended from a noble family, and poleffed of an af-
Auent fortune. ‘The week {von away, and the hour of his _
departure arrived : Julia clung round bis neck as fhe would to an
affedtionate brother, fory in diftrefs of the prefent moment,
fhe gave way to the impulfe of her affetion.  Alpbemfe, after
embracing her tenderly, tore himfelf away. e then took a re-
[pedtful leave of the baron, mounted his horfesmd departed.
Melancholy ideas now, for the fisf time, darted acrofs his mind,
and he, more than ever, dreaded the auftere manners of his
uncle. The different cuftoms and diverfions of the kingdoms
he vilited, difipated in fome meafure the gloom which hung
upan his mind ; thefe, however, foon began to lofe their novelty,
and he determined to return home immediately.  This refolu-
Kon he accordingly put in praftice, and, attended by Philsp, fet
out for De Cowranlie Cafile. But what mufi have been his fur-
prife, when he arvived there, to find the caftle entirely defolated !
The owls had taken up theirabode in the turrets, and mofs and
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ivycovered the walls, and almoft hid the windows from théir fight.
Aiphenfa thought he might fill find fome perfon in the caftle : he
thercfore rode round the moat, till he came to the place where
the drawbridge ftood, but found it drawn up. This increafed
his furprife, as the bridge could not be drawn up unlefs fome
perfon was within the caftle. He therefore determined to try
whether the moat was fhallow enough in any place to admit of
his croffing it ; and foon found a part which was nearly dried up,
where be paffed ; and, going to the gate, knocked and called as
loud ag he could. No anfwer was returned ; and he could hear
nothing but his own voice echo through the caftle.

‘What fullowed, has already been related. We will now return
to wheve we left Ajphonfoin the peafant’s hut. When moraing
dawned, the old woman got up, and called up her hufhand, who
feemed very much furprifed at the fight of Alptonfe. His wife
then told him, how they begged for fhelter from the indlemency
of the night. The man was fatisfied, and they fat down toa
homely breakfaft. During their repaft, Aiphon/a queftioned them
concerning the caftle. While he was fpeaking, the man furveyed
bim with a fertinizing look, and when he had ended, replied,
that he knew wvery little about it. The wowan was more
communicative, and told dipsen/s, that fhe knew the count De
Uowrville had left the caftle becaofe it was haunted, for all the
fervants had told Ler that the count feemed very much troubled
in his mind, and that they often heard frightful noifes. The
man bade ber hold her tongue, and not repeat fuch idle ftories.
Alphonfo furveyed him attentively, and thought he difcerned
fomething in his manner which wdicated bis being above the
mean cendition he appeared in ; but he had a relerve in his be-
haviour which repeiled his curiofity.  He then told them whohe
was, aod faid, he hould wilh to have: forme part of the caltle
made habitable fur him to refide in till he fhould gain fome in-
telligence of his uncle.  ‘The man readily agrecd. to affift him,
and they fet out to examine the caftle. They tried in vain to
open the gate ; it was fo ftrongly fecured, that it bade defiance to
their utmoft ferength, and they began to defpair of being able to
enter it, when Apionfe recollected a fmall wicket which opened
into the foreft, where his uncle ufed often to walk in an evening.
They went round to it, and with fome difficulty opened itz
they then paffed through the fpacious court-yard, which was
almoft overgrown with grals ; and then forced the gate, which
opened into the fouth fide of the caitle. But the cold and damp
was fo excelive, that Apion/s almoft gave up his refolution of re-
fiding there. He determined, however, to fearch it through-
out, in hnres to find fome memorandum or letter, to ac-
count for his uncle's fudden departure ; nor was he deceived;; for,
after fearching through feveral rooms, he came to the apartment
where the count ufid to fleep. He looked round, and perceiving a
whle-length portrait of his uncle, he involuntarily made a flop,
tixed his eyes fteadfaftly uponit, and thought, for the moment,
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he ftood before him. It bad the fame ftern frown which had of-
ten made Alpionfo tremble when a boy; the colours were rather
faded, which gave the countenance a more gloomy caft. He
ftood looking at it for fome time, when he was roufed from his
reverie by the loud claping-to of a door. His imagination was
fo bewildered that he gave a fudden fart, and ftruck againit the
picture, the nail of which giving way,. it fell with a loud crafh,
and broke the frame to pieces, Alphonfs, through attention to
the picture, had not oblesved that the man, with his fervant
Philyp, had paffed on; when miffing him, they turned back, and
Jet go the doar, which they were opening; and that was the
caule of the noile Aiphonfo had heard.  After they had recovered
from the furprife this foolifh incident had thrown them into, 4/-
plonfs was proceeding to take up the pifture, when he faw a
{mall parcel of paper lying on the ground : he took it up and
found 1t to be a letter dire¢ted to bimfelf. He broke the feal
with eagernefs, and was jult beginning to read, when his eyes
were arrefted by an object which he had not obferved before ;
this was a door which had been concealed behind the portrait.
Fiilip perfuaded him to fee what it led to.  4lphenyo took his ad-
vice, and putting the letter in his pocket, opened the door,
which was faftened by three iron bolts, The room it led to was
fmall, and had but one winduw to it, which was guarded with
crofs bars of iron. The furniture was mean: it confified only
of an old moth-eaten damaik bed, a tahley a chair, and an

cheft. Inone corner of it ftood a book-cale, but the books were
fo demolifhed by the rats, that they could not have been ufed
for many years. They examined every part of the room, but
could find nothing more worthy oblervation; and as day was
far advanced, they thought it beft to return to the cottage, where
they might learn from the letter what was beft to be done. This
was agreed to by all, and returning by the fame way they came,
they foon reached the cottage. dlplonfo then took out the let-
ter, and read as follows :—

% The Connt DE COURVILLE fo ALPHONSO:

To yasy Alphonfo, I adirefs thefe lines, uncertain whetber they may
ever ;":.H intoyaur hands : if they Should, they may ferve to remind yog
that you have an wrcle wﬁm‘;w;r udrﬁw;%v. U dyrves :
vith the greatcft affection.  This caflle is youri. you thin.
myﬁd&f depariure from it very mpflerions. I know you have an
under flanmling fuperior to many of your age, and will laugh at the
idle tales awhich are circulaied through the coumtry. Far differem
war the caufe that occafioned me to svithdrawy myfelf from the cafile.
—It was confiience, Alphonfo! Start ot : I am a wretch snsvorthy
of athought. I mayone day unfold a tale of horrar : you svill then
fnow a monfler I am 2 yet if a fucere repentance can aione for
may pafl crimes, [ Jiiil hape for pardon. 1 muft lay afide my pen
=iy reafon almejl fails me—— /

B
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¢ I havve avalked off vhe agitation of my mind, ‘dand am 'more tom-
pofrd.  Monfieur L———, at Vienna, will vemit yon swbat cafh
you may need. I would wisk you to refide in the cajile. 1 repeat,
itisyours. I harve been an ufurper of yowr rights.  Your futher was
riy elder brother, not the younger, as I always pretended.

¢ Farewelly, I'mufigo far—far di a:gm hence. Do mot de-
1eff the remembrance of me.

“F. De CounviLre.”

Alplanfo turned pale as he perufed theletter, which, infiead of
clearing up the myftery, involved him in fhill ter perplexity.
It feemed written with an air of calm defpondence ; and he he-
fitated whether he fhould acﬂuaim the peafant and his wife with
the contents. . He at length determined to keep fume parts of it
afecret ; hetherefore only read that part of it to them whichcon-
cerned his refiding at the caftle, and the money in the hands of
Monfieur L————. The man liftened with an air of impatience,
and, when he had finithed, afked, if that was all. Alphonfo
replied, there was not any thing more of confequence. The
man ftill feemed diffatisfied, and walked out of the room with
an appearance of chagrin,  Aiphon/» obferved it, but imputed it
2o ‘his doubts of being rewarded fufficiently for his trouble,
thoush he had too much delicacy to take any nutice ofit. In a
few days part of the caflle was ready for his reception ; and with
an heavy heart, be once more took polleflion of the place where
he had paffed his days of childhood. Thefe were nomore ; and
‘with increafe of years, increale of trouble feemed to threaten his
future hours. He looked forwand with anxiety for the time when
be fhould once more fee his beloved Fulia. His fears for her
welfare almoft obliterated the thoughts of his uncle’s letter,
which, when he did think of it, ferved but to increafe his un-
rafinefs. He wandered about the caitle, to divert the melan-
choly which preyed vpon his mind, and would frequently be-
wilder himfelf in the numerous windings of the ftair-cafe, from
which iffued fmaller ones, leading to the different wings of the
caflle. .

One day, as he was mufing on his troubles, his progrefs was
impeded by a large iron deor, which he had never betore feen.
Obferving the fituation of it, he found be was in the north wing
of the caltle, the part which was reported to be haunted, Un-
heedful of that, he endeavoured to openiit.. On his pufhing it
with violence, it gave way (for it was not faftened), and opened
with a creaking noife. He entered a large furnifhed apartment,
which deemed. to have been uled as a hall. - In this apartment
there were two doors, but they were both faftencd with - ftrong
iron bars and padlocks, and Alphone was ubliged to return with-
out fatisfying his curiofity; but he determined to bring Pidlip
with him the next da‘iv'. and try-to break the door,~ With a little
difficulty be found the .right fair-cafey and went back to his
chamber, e fpent the reflt of the-day till Ly came in from
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“fhievillage, which was about tep miles diftant from the cafile, in
writing to the baron, to relate the events which had ocourred
fince be Jeft him. - When he had finithed, he told Pailip of the
doors which he had found in the apartment, and defired him to
get fome infiruments proper toforce them, Philip endeavoured
Jto diffuade him from undertaking fo dangerous an enterprife, as
he termed it. | Hiphon/o Taughed at his ridiculous fears, and bade
him obey his orders.  Piidip trembled—* For merey’s fake, fir,
confider what you are going todo ; who knows but thofe rooms
are really haunted, and by venturing into them, you may incur
the difpleafure of the fpirits *’—¢ 1 thank you for your care,”
laid Aiphonya, * but muit again tell you it is needlefs: my. refolu-
tion is fixed ; and were all the old women in the village to come
and affiit you in your idle tales, they never could change my- de-
termination. 1 have told you my mind: lock to i Plilipleft
the room, muttering at his mafter's rafhnefs, which he found it
was invain to perfuade bim to relinguith.  'When he was goné,
Alphonfo threw himfelf upon theé bed, and tried to banifhin fleep
the unealy thoughts which crowded on hisimagination. But
vain were his efforts: the rooms, his uncle’s letter, all filled his
mind with perplexity ; and the morning found him in the fame
ftate as when he firft lay down to reft.

As foon as day-light appeared, Alpbon/o hurried on bis ¢lothes,
and fummoned Fielip, who very relu&antly complied, andfeteh-
ed the inftruments which he bad prepared for breaking the door,
When every thing was ready, they fallied forth, A{lﬁm{'x, at
Phuiip’s earuedt reguelt, carrying his fword in his hand. When
they reached the great door, they found very little violence was
necefiary § for the wood was fu rotten that a few blaws fhattered
it to pieces. They entered a large glocmy apartment which flill
contained the remains of former magnificence. - There were four
windows, but at fucha heighth from the ground, that Algsenss
was under the neceflity of getting on & chair to fee what part of
the country they ovalooked.  The profpe& before him was
wide and dreary : a few huts were feattered here and there, and
a chain of mountains terminated the view.  On-turning to get
down, he perceived fomething on the floor. 1t was.a book ; he
ftooped to pick it up. But what horror did he feel when he
faw the floor flained with blood! In one part was the exad print
of a hand, and the traces of the fingers continued ‘as if the Eody
. had been dragged along fome paces further,  Philip, who kept
clofe behind him, obierved it at the fame moment, and was fo
,overcome with terror that Aipkonfo could fearcely fi him,
He placed him on a feat, and fat down by him.. As he fat, he

* felt the wainfcot fhake, and tuming to difcoverthe caufe, per-
ceived the patncl move.  He pufbed it back with his hand, and
.found.it opened wide enough to admit his body through, He
determined to enter and examiine whither it led.  Philip entreat-
Jed in vaing-dip bonfo was refolute; and thinking it better to go on
than to retorn back alore, 'he tremblingty followed 4 into
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a long dark paffage. Thuy groped their way for a confiderable
time, till at length they faw a faintlight at a finall diftance. Over-
joyed to fee the light again, they haftened tuward it, and found
themfelves in a fmall room,; which, on a more attentive obfer-
vativn, Alphonfo recolledted to be the fame he had before feen
behind bis uncle’s picture, on his firt viewing the caflle. Plitip,
;I_.‘l.d to find himfelf in bis own part of the caftle, as e termed
it, fell on bis knces, and entreated Ajphoxss to give over his fearch
for that day, In E:g:lo his fears, his mafter complied, and they
entered diphon/o's room ; where they fat down and difcourfed
on what they had feen.  Alplonfo recolleéted the bouk he had
found, and ftill bad in his pocket.  He took it oot, and opening
ity read in the firft page the name of Refalie dr Conrwille, A
dreadful idea now Rathed on his mind, and he exclimed in a
woice of anguifh: * They have murdered my mother!” The
agitation of his mind overpowered him, and he funk lifelefs on
the bed, by the fide of which be fat. Philip was almoft diftract-
ed; he flew backward and forward calling for help. Luckily
the peafant at that junéture bappened to call to know if they
wanted any thing. Philjp entreated his affiftance, which he readi-
ly gave. }l'hny undreffed Alphonfo, and made him take fome
wine, which a little revived him. ~The next day he was fo much
d, that he refolved to rencw his fearch. He accordingly

ordered Philip to prepare fome lights for the purpofe of examin-
ing the dark paffage. They went into the room adjoining his
5 but were much furprifed at not being able to find

the entrance from the paffage. They looked all round in vain.
Aiphonfo at length determined mfg: once more into the great
room, though he could not avoid feeling a fecret horrer when he
in entered the place. He turned his eyes to take one more
view of ity and faw a large cheft in one corner, which he had not
obferved before. 1is curivlity was now awakened, and he with-
ed, yet dreaded, to fee the contents of this cheft. His refolu-
tion was foon fixed, and he took out of his pocket a bunch of
keys which be bad found in fome of the other apartments. He
tricd them, and found enc which opened the lock. Pihilip held
the lid up, while Ajphonfo raifed a folded piece of baize, under
which was the body of a woman ; though the features were fo
much decayed that it was impoffible to recognize them. A cold
thivering ferzed Alphon/o as he viewed the horrid fpectacle, which
confirmed his former fufpicions. He haitily clofed the cheft,
and beekoning Philip to lfwllut him, hafiencd out of the room,
locking the door after him. When he reached his own room,
he ordered Philip to go immediately and (addle their horfes, for

he was determined never to reft till he found the tor of
the horrid deed.  PAidip entreated him to confider the time of
the evening ‘was improper to begin a j s it being then cight

o'clock. Alphonfo. was convinced of his error, agreed to
wait till the next morning.  He defired Philip, in the mean time,
to obferve the greatedt fecrecy refpecting what they had feen; be
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then difmiffed him, and threw himfelf upon the bed. Horrid:
dreams difturbed his reft ; the fpirits of his parents feemed con-
tinually Ritting before him: toward morning he dropt into a
fhort flumber, from which he was awakened by Péiiip telling him
the horfes were ready. "

Alphonfd mow rofe, no longer the gay and handfome diplonfa
he had once been, but a pale emaciated figure, with the appear-
ance of one inthe laft ftage of life. His mind was difturbed with
a variety of confli¢ting motions: his eyes, funk and fpiritlefs,
plainly indicated how ill he had refted the preceding night.
After a Dight repaft, he fecured all the doors, and making a me~
morandum of the fituation in which he left the apartments in
the caftle, with flow and heavy fteps he paffed the hall.

‘The clofing of the heavy door roufed him from the ftupor into
which he had fallen, and recalled his wandering imagination to
the unhappy purpofe of his intended adventure. He now for
the firlt time recolle@ed the inconfiftency of his plan, in fetting
out in fearch of he knew not whom; his beloved Fufia obtruded
on his mind, and he refolved to vifit the baron her father, and
making him acquainted with the fthocking circumftance, afk his
advice. He remembered, alfo, that it would be neceffary to
make fome plaufible excufe to the cottager for his abrupt de-

arture.  He therefore turned his horfe toward the cottage, and

ing under the neceflity of telling them a falfehood, faid; that
he had received a letter from the baron de Srainwille, which in-
formed him that his prefence was abfolutely neceffary ; giving
them a ftri& charge not to let the caftle be entered, on pain of
his difpleafure. ‘The man promifed he fhould be obeyed, and
Alphonfo, having affired him that he fhould not be long abfent,
and made him a prefent for his trouble, departed.

He took the road to Naplei, and night coming on as he had
jnft reached an inn at the entrance of Caflific, he determined to
halt, and retiring to the roomallotted for him, fat himfe!f down
to confider his prefent fituation.  The money he had with him
was nearly exhaufied, and it was now impofiible for him to ob~
tain a frefh fupply ; he muft therefore be indebted to the baron
de Stainwille for the prefent.. He reflected alfo that it would be
impoffible for him to marry Tulia, in his prefent fitnation; as,
though his whole dependence was on the friendfhip of her fa-
ther, yet he conld not imagine he would ever con to her
union with one, neither polfefied of friends nor fortune. His re-
verie was interrupted by a deep groan from the room adjoining
that in which he was : the found ftartled him, and he liftened at-
tentively for fome time. T was repeated: after which, fome
words feemed to be uttered by the fame perfon, but in fo low a
vaice that it was impofiible to underftand the purport of them.
A third groan fncceeded, ‘accompanied by a faint thriek.  dl-
Pronfs imagined be might be capghle of affording affifance. He
Toftly opened the door, and perceived 2 man ziug'm the bed,
feemingly in the agonies of death 3 a beautiful female was kneel-
i8¢ hy the bed-fide; Fer bair, without any. covering, hung loofe
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and difhevelled about her fhoulders ; her drefs was in the utmoft
diforder, and torn in many parts. The fight awed Ajpionfs fo
much, that he knew not whether to advance or recede. He had
not time to confider; for the lady looking round, uttered aloud
feream, and fainted in his arma.  He now found it was his dear
Fulia he held in his arms, and endeavoured to recal her to life
by calling on ber name repeatedly.  After fome moments fhe re-
covered, and pointed to the bed.

‘The fick perfon had juft opened hiseyes, and fixing them up-
on dlphonfs, exclaimed, *¢ 1'ake him away, I have not murdered
him. Why does he come to torment me?”  The well-known
voice vibrated on the ears of Alphen /o, and with horror he found
it to be his uncle.  He flew toward him, forgetting in an inftant
all his former meditations of revenge ; he graiped his almoft life-
lefs hand, and bathed it with bitter tears. His uncle forcibly
fnatched it away, and ftarting wildly up in bed, cried, ** Keep
him off! I did not doit; it was his father, not he, that injured
me.”” Then he funk back, and feemed to be thinking on fome-
thing very earneltly. He looked at Alphon/o again; and faid in 3
kind of whifper, *¢ yet he looks kinder than the others; perhaps
bie does not know what I have done.”

Alphonfo could no longer fupport the diftrefling feene, and drew
toward the window. When he was out of fight, his uncle fell
intoa doze.. Fulia advifed Aipionfs to keep where he was, lelt
the fight of him, when he awoke, might be attended with dan-
gerous confequences. The entrance of the phyfician interrupted
their converfation ; and he having felt his pulfe, declared he had
no hopes, yet defired he might be kept quite ftill, as be might
perhaps have one more interval of reafon, but it entirely depend-
ed on his being kept perfe@tly quiet. After preferibing the me-
dicine he thought neceffary for bis patient, he departed.

Alphonfo and fulia continued to watch the patient, through the
night ; and when the morning approached, he awoke, and look-
ing at Fula, faid, ** 1 have had a delightful dream. 1 thought I
faw Alphomfo; but it cannot be.” Tulia finding it was a proper
opportunity to introduce him, anfwered, that if fhe thought
be would not be too much agitated, fhe would tell him fome-
thing that would pleafe him.” He ifed to be compoled.
She then told him, that fhe had fent for Aipionfe, and expeded
him to arrive hourly.

¢ [ wiifh,” faid he, * that he would come, for I am afraid T
fhall never live to fee him. If I donbt, give him the packet which
you will find in my coat-pocket, and beg him to pray for me.”
Fulia perceived he was aflefted. Pretended to liften, ¢ Hark !"
faid fhe: * there is Aiplon/e.” She then went toward the door,
and drew Aiphonfo to the bed. His uncle fecbly held out bis
hand to him, but conld not utter a word.  d/phon/a took it, and
dropped on his knees. His ungle raifed himfelf up; and looking
wifhfully, exclaimed, “ heaven blefs you, and forgive me!” then
uttering a groan, fell back and expired.

As foon as the firit fhock occafioned by the news of the death
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of the count was over, Ajphonfoproceeded to fearch for the packet
which his uncle had mentioned ; and having wiped away 4 tear
to the memory of his former tender prote&ion, he began to read
the paper; the contents of which were as follows :—

The Hiffory of FERNANDO COURVILLE.

¢ My father, the only remaining fon and heir of the illuftrious
houle of De Courwilley had early in life, to gratify the with of the
old count his father, married a lady of equal defcent with him-
felf, though at the fame time he had no great inclination to mar-
ry. Thelady his father had felected for him was far from being
calculated to render the married ftate agreeable; fhe was ex-
ceffively capricious; and if not immediately gratified in what-
ever fhe wilhed, wonld throw herfelf into pretended fits. My
father, wearied with her continual ill temper, foon entirely ne-
gleéted her, and frequently abfented himfelf from bome. = But
her pregnancy being now f:’lradvanccd. as he was fearful of lofing
his airft hope by her fudden ftarts of paffion, be paid her more
than common attention. She was very fhortly after delivered
of a fon who was named, after his father, Aiplonfo. My father
was extremely delighted, and it feemed as if his whole life were
wrapped up in this his darling. At length, after the charms of
novelty had ceafed, he relapfed into his former indifference. One
afternoon, after he had been abfent three or four days, being ra-
ther fatigued, rcturning to his chamber, he was furprifed
tofind the door faftened on the infide. He immediately called
to my mother, who was within, defiring her to open it. He
heard a faint foufle within, and in a few minutes fhe opened
the door, and apologifed for keeping him waiting, as fhe
bad been alleep. My father made no reply, but walked to the
window, which was open, and looking out, faw a man running
along the parapet. He turned round, fury flathing in his o
* Wretch!"” exelaimed he, “ inftantly inform me whaqtht:t
villain is, who, I am confident, has been in this apartment.’ She
fell on ber knees, affuring him fhe had neverinjured him in any
reipedt, and that chancealone had caufed him to be there. She
fill endeavoured to conceal his name, till my father, drawing his
fword, threatemed her with immediate death; when fhe trembe.
lingly replied, it was Fedix. “¢ What!" re-echoed my father,
** Felix, my valet! "Tis well madam: your paramour fhall in-
fantly leave the houle.”” He kept his word. Felix received
his difmiifal, frantic with fear; and hapEy in efcaping chaftife-
ment, departed immediately. My father ordered a feparate
apartment from my mother, who aow, too late, faw her impru-
dent condu@®.  With adefperate refolve, fhe forced herfelf into
his prefence, entreating in the moft fubmiffive: manner for par.
dor. In vain did fhe fue; my father was inexorable, and fpurned
her from hisn. Real fits fucceeded, and in this fituation fhe
was delivered of me. Her life was for fome time defpaired of ;
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atlength (he recovered. *An inveterate hatred to her hufband
fucceeded. He could vever be. prevailed upon to fee me, as he
had great reafon to fuppofe I wasillegitimate. He paid a greatey
attention than-cver to my brother Alphan/e, who throve rapidly
My mother was fo enraged, that fhe endeavoured, as I grew 1
years, to fix an implacable refentment in my youthful mind
againft my Yathér and brother, for fuch m n:al{ly they were.
She unhappily fuccteded but too well. A new eaufe of dillike
joon took place. Aiphonfo being of an age to leave home, was
fent to the univerfity, and returned fo accomplifhed, that I, from
envy of his fuperior endowments, actually felt that hatred which
had been before nourifhed by the unremitting affidvity of my
mother. 1 bad, to be fure, private mafters for my inftrugtion ;
but as mycﬂucal.iun was not the fame my brother received, I did
not imagint it could be in any manner fo beneficial to'me. Every
little childih whim was indulged by my mother, who ima.
gined her future {chemes of revenge centered in me : and as
i early difplayed a propenfity to vice, inftead of repelling it, fhe
antfully tacooraged it to that excefs, that it ever remained in me.
My niother’s bormible defign never focceeded in her life; for fhe
was oné tight feized in 4 6it, in- which {he expired. 1 did not
feel that aflettion for her at her death, which-a child naturally
does fur a parent, who has been taught by them to honour their
yirtues. Oa tkmntnlr]y,l feemed to have got rid of a tormen-
tor, and thought 1 fhould now be mafter of myfelf. In that I
was deceived : for my father, having ordered my mother to be
interred with the reipect dugito her as countefs de Gowrwille, yet
without that pomp the would have claimed had his affe&ion
never been cfiranged from ber, immediately received me into
the family, and I was treated in every refpect like my brother,
exceptia fathir's ‘carefles. With rage I beheld his partiality
for him, and determined at a future day to gratify my thirit for
revenge.~Here would ] draw a veil over the remainder of my
guilty career. My whule frame turns black with horror, /as [
think of the deeds which I'am about to reveal; yet; as I have
begun, I will fruggle with my feclings, and thoogh I harrow up
nay very foulin the recital, will ftill perfevere. And, oh! may it
prove a wholefome admonition to youtbs, to comguer with un-
vemitting vigilanceeven the {lighteft incitement to vice; and may
parents take warning by my unhappy one, to be careful to infl
early principles of reélitude and honour into the minds of their
children. But to proceed. My brother, who, as be had been
properly educated, cver placed his confidence in his father, now
acquainted him with his préepolleffion in favour of an. amiable
young lady, fifier to one of his fellow-collegians, and afked per-
miflion to-pay his addrefies to her. ' My father,confident that the
affections of his fon would never be placed on an undeferving ob-
Jjedt, readily gave his confent, and they were foon after married.
Amid the joy and hilarity of the wedding, Hoft my ufual fullen-
pels, and joined in the feftivity. The lovely Rofalia attracted
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my notice, and 1 fecretly wifhed fhe had fallen to my lot : yetmy
wilhes were then unmixed with thofe guilty ideas which after-
ward took place. My father s death, who had long been in a
declining ftate, terminated the rejoicing. 1 joined with my bro-
ther in unfeigned lamentation, and was for fome time inconfo-
lable. ‘This forrow foon gave place tomy former malice, when,
upon opening the will, 1 found that he bad left his whole eftate
to my brother, at the fame time enjoining him to be my guoar-
dian till I came of age, which I wanted two years of ; and after
that, 1 was to be allowed two thouland a year, while [ continued
worthy of his favour; butif I proved undeferving, I was to be
left entirely at his mercy. I ftifled my refentment as much as I
was able, and affTumed the refemblance of great affection for A/-
#honfo ; while he, trufting in his own reditude, did not fufpeét
the frand which I was praiifing upon him, and treated me with
the greateft tendernefs. The opportunities J now bad of being
with his wife, created in me a paflion for her, which I determin-
ed to gratify; and I continually perfecuted her with my aflidui-
ties. When I firft declared my fentiments, {he ftarted from ine
with deteftation in her looks; and nothing prevented her ac-
quainting my brother but her fear of embittering his future hours
with continual apprebenfion.  She ever after avoided me with
the greateft caution. Stung to the quick at the denial I had
received, I meditated a moft bloody revenge. 1 accordingly
one day decoyed my man, a poor harmlefs youth, into the re-
moteft part of the caflle, on pretence of fomething ‘I wilhed to
remove; when drawing my fword, I bade him prepare for
death. 1ic begged to know his crine. 1 evaded his queftion,
telling bim 1 did not chule to enter into particulars at that time,
but that 1 would fpare his life on one condition. He promifed
faithfully he would comply with whatever I defired. I nade
bim on his kunces take the moft folemn oath that imagination
could devife ; which done, with a favage joy 1 bade him vife 2
then taking a dagger from my pocket, and prefenting it to him,
¢ here,” faid I, * take it,” my hand trembling as I held it
toward him; ** my brother poffeflis my right—difpatch him—
you vaderitaud me—be quick and fore.”

A'.:f.rrmjé gave a feream of horror ; the paper dropt from his
hands ; a mift gathered before his eyes, and his arms dropt
motionlefs by his fide. Fwka in vain called on his name ; he
was infenfible to every thing around him, and remained in that
ftate for fume time.

After a fhort time Aiplen/o recovered himfelf fufficiently to
proceed with the narrative :—

“ The poor wretch received the dagger in fpeechlefs agony,
I immediately quitted the place, that I might not be any more
witnefs to his emotion, for my heait was vot then fufficiently
callous to talk with compolure of the bloedy aét we were about
to perpetrate.  Some days elapled ere | heard any further con-
cerning the bufinefs, One morming my man walched an oppur-

C
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tumt{ to fpeak to me, and informed me, in faltering accents,
that be had confidered the matter, and judged it wounld be im-
prudent to fhed blood, but had thought of a fcheme which he
made no doubt would meet my concurrence. 1 defired to be
made acquainted with it. 1t was to decoy my brother from the
houfe, with fome well fabricated tale of difirefs, to which he
would liften with avidity, and contrive to kave him drowned
in the moat, which was deep enough, at the north end of the
caftle ; and thus, he faid, when his body fhould be found, his
death would be more eafily imputed to accident. To what
lengths will the love of life carry aman! The plan feemed
more fafe than what I had firft fuggefied ; and we determined
to adopt it. We did {0; it fucceeded to our moft fanguine
wifhes ; and your father was, one foggy evening, precipitated
into eternity, to fatisfy the ambition and diabolical defires of
an unnatural brother, Yet think not that he efcaped punith-
ment. No, Adipion/o ! his every fucceeding hour has been em-
bittered with the pangs of a guilty confcience, the moft fevere
punithments in this life, and the caufe of endlefs mifery ina
future. Your mother was for fome time inconfolable ; nothing
but her affection for you could have preferved her life. You
were then about five years old, and the finiling image of your
ill-fated father. Afier a decent time had elapfed, 1 again re-
newed my importunities to vour mother, and even offered her
marriage. My propofals were received with inereafed difilain.
This roufed my violent temper. T knew full well that the like-
nefs you bore to your father ferved to keep him in her memary,
and I determined 1o (eparate you. 1 caufed you to be torn
from her arme, and berfolf to bt confined in an apartment ad-
Jjoining mire; while a report was circulated that (he had de-
ftroyed herfelf by fome unknown means, Her faithful attend-
ant alfo was inlnared into a gleomy chamber, in the moft re-
mote part of the caltle, where 1 imagined ker fecore from an

commutication with your mother. | fupplied them with food.
You were admitted to her prtfrncemt.'rlion;-lly, to make her
more ardently with for literty.  But even that fireng incite-
ment was infufficient—fuch was her Jjuflt abborrence of me.
SBeveral years elapfed in this manner ; when one morning [ went
to Rofali’s apartment to renew my propofals, and wagz moft
dreadfully alarmied Lo find it deferted. Kefiadr was not to be
found. ;c:lt my eyes toward the window. It was fecure as
ufnal ; no pannel was removed, nor conld I difcover any means
by which fhe could have efeaped. 1 immediately repaired to
the chamber of her attendant.  She was fitting at the table,
réading. 1 flew toward her, and feized her arm, in a fiantic
manner, demanding Kefolia. I accufed her of aflifing Rofulia
to efeape.  She replied, with heroifin, ¢ I have affified her, and
glory in the act of refeuing her from the power of a tyrant.’ 1
demanded to know the mauner of her e cape. She fmiled at
my threats, and fcornfully refufed to tell me. * I was no longer
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mafter of myfelf, T drew my fword, and plunged it into her
body. She fell, and expired in a few moments.”

“ Thank heaven,” interrupted Aiptonfo, ** it was not the
body of my mother. Perhaps the yet lives.” He proceeded
with the hiflory :

# Remorfe inftantly took polleion of my foul. T fhuddered
at the at I had committed. [ ftood petrified with horror.
Fears fur my own fafcty prompted me to conceal the body.
I looked round with dreadful apprehenfion, and found a large
empty chelt in the reom, in which I carcfully depofited the
body, and quitted the apartment, which I never agam entered.
I have ever fince remained ignorant of the means your mother
ufed to make her efcape, asto have made any inquiry among the
domeftics would have betrayed myfelf. T difmiffed the deluded
creature, who had firft aided iy crimes, as the fight of him
was become odious to me, firft binding bim down by the firicteit
oaths to fecrecy. He has fince married, and refides in a cot-
tage, fome finall diftance from the caftle. My conftience now
fmote me feverely for my former crimes, and I determined, by
the greateft attention to your morals, to atone in fome meafure
for them. I really felt an affeéion for you, but the fight of you
always revived terrific emotions i iy mind, and 1 refolved, as
foon as your age would permit, to feod you abroad. 1 did @ ;
but your departure, inftead of alleviating my vncafinefs, ferved
but to inereafe it. Left to myflf, my furmer deeds ruflied
upon my mind, and owerpowered me. 1 could no longer bear
the reflexion, and determiiied to quit the cattle for ever, make
a confellion to you of my crimes, and lead o wandering life, I
fummoned my valfals togetler, told them that 1intended to
refide on an eftate of mine in & diftant country, and had no
further occafion fur their fervices, but dikcharged them. 1 left
my orders with the cottager to admit no one into the caftle but
murl‘:lf, and tocirculate the report of it being baunted. I then

de along farewell to De Cowrville Cajile.””

The manufcript was finithed ; but oue thing ftill remained to
be cleared up, which was—how Julia and his uncle came to-
gether.  * You know,” (faid Fulia), *“the termsupon which
you and my father parted. It is neceflary to fay, how much I
was interefted in the event; and not hearing from you fur a con-
fiderable time, caufed me much uneafinefs. My father earneftly
endeavoured to perfuade me that you had forgotten your Fulia;
but vanity, or fome fecret monitor, whifpered the contrary, and
1 Rattered myfclf that by fume accident your letters had been in-
tercepted.  About that time an event happened which was near
feparating us for ever. My father was returning one evening
from a vifit to the bermit, and was overtaken by fome of thofe
banditti by whom you was o great a fufferer at the time we firft
became acquainted. But by the timely afliftance of a gentle-
man, who with his fervant was ridiog paft, they difperied the
ruflians, and my father was refeued,  Gratitude to his preferver
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obliged my father to invite the ftranger home. Alas! it was
near becoming a fatal invitation to me. He flaid with us 2 week,
and during that time conceived an unfortunate prepoffeflion in
favour of mne. 1 foon perceived his rowing partiality ; indeed,
I muft have been blind had T not ; iis attentions were fo par-
ticular as to leave no room for doubt. The confequence was an
application to my father, who readily gave his confent, provided
I could confider myfelf as free from my engagement to you.
He flew to me with my father’s anfwer. T received his propo-
{als with difilain, and affured him that I would never become his
wife. He caft a malicious glance at me, and left the houfe that
«day in high difpleafure. About three days after, as | was taking
a walk in the adjoining wood, as was ufually my caftom, I was
forcibly feized by two men, who bound my mouth and eyes.
‘When they gave me my liberty 1 found myfelf in a carriage,
feated by that odious villain who had thus violated the laws of
holpitality.—¢ Now, madam,’ faid the wretch, *T think I can
Fepay your difdair, and be affured, you fhall never become my
wife.' I fhuddered at his words, yet paid no feeming attention
tothem. We travelled at a great rate, and I fainte through
fear and want of air, for the blinds had been kept clofe drawn
up. When I recovered, the windows were quite open, and the
carriage flanding ftill. A gent] rode by. 1 had the prefence
of mind to fcream out, and call for affitance, He inftantly
forced the coachman from his box, and openiug the coach-
door, demanded why T was detained. The wretch imme-

diately drew a piftol from his pocket, and difcharged it ; but
the ballet miffed your uncle—for be it was,  whom providence
bad fent to refcue me. Yoor unele in his turn drew another
piftol, which he fired with better fuccefs; his adverfary fell,
uttering dreadful imprecations. He however had the malice to
fire again as he fell, and the ball penetrated your uncle's fhoul-
der. By this time a uumbn-u!‘pecﬁlc bad come up to us ; for

the coachman had run to an inn, which providentially was not
far diftant, to proCure affiftance. They conveyed us to it
your uncle was put to bed, and a furgeon was fent for, whe,
upon his arrival, prenounced the wound to be mortal.  What
muft have been my fituation but for your fortunate arrival! I
now entreat you to condu me to my father's as foon as poffi-
ble, as I cannot with propriety remain longer in my t
fituation. 1 have only to add, that your uncle, when he was
affured of his appreaching diffolution, entreated that his remains
might be conveyed to De Coxrville Cafile.”

Tulia ceafed. A?Amﬁ ftill remained in a mufing pofture. He
was perplexed to know how toa®. He was equn]ii;mnvinctd
with Fu/'a of the impropriety of her continming with hini ; yet
his wncle’s copfe could not poffibly remain at the inn.  He
thougt of a plan, yet he did not like to propofe it to Yalia.
Her thoughts had been occupied by the fame fubje@ ; and the
fame thought had ftruck her.  She ‘therefore faved Alsionfs the
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pain of the propufal. “Iknow,” faid fhe, ‘* it is inconvenient
for you to return with me. Suppole you let Philip go; he will
prove a fufficient protedtion.”’—* Will my Fula,” cx:ﬁ.imtd
Alplonfa, * put up with his proteétion #'—* Surely,” faid fhe,
feeing he was extremely agitated, © we (hall meet the fooner for
it. Pailip will make an excellent condudtor,”—* He is a worthy
fellow,” replied Alphonfs, ** and will prote& you! to the laft
moment of his life."—"1 cw truflt in bim,” returned Fulia;
% [ to-morrow 1 propole to take leave of you.”

Alphonfo fighed at the mention of taking leave; a fatality
feemed to attend them, and fill threatened to feparate them.
They both retired to reft in very ill fpirits. Fulia"rofe early
Alphonfo was already rifen. They ate a {paring breakfaft ; a,
chaife waited to convey Jwlia; they took a hafty farewell. Phi-
lip mounted his horfe, and they drove o, Alpio 16 fcemed ta
have laft his very life ; he remained quite inanimate. The noife
the men made in bringing up his uncle's coffin roufed him from
his lethargy, and he bethought him of his melancholy office ;
the day paffed beavily on 5 night came—a feeplefs one to Ak
phonfa.  The morniog arrived, the hearfe was in readinefs, and
the corpfe was depofited in it. He ordered it to follow him at
a Mlow pace ; he himfelf was to be at the caftle to prepare for
the melancholy ceremony. He fettled with his holt, mounted
his horfe, and fet oft for D¢ Cawrville Cafle.

When diphonfo reached the caltle, the man whom he had
hrought with him as a {ubititute for Pilip appeared not a little
difmayed- at the defolate appearance of the place ;. but .4@.%
having, by liberal offers, banifhed part of his-fears, they
round to the village, and hired fome men to afilt in clearing
the rubbilh and weeds from the principal entrance of the caftle.
With fome difficulty they opened the great gates, which creaked
with difgufting noife upon their rufty hinges, -and found the
caltle exaétly in the fituation he leftit. The recolleftion of the
caufe of his lalt quitting it, and the melancholy one of his re-
turn ta it, rufhed with force upon his mind, and he leaned his
lhead againft the wall in filent agony. The men ftared at him
with ftupid wonder ; but recolledting bimfelfy, he ftarted up,
and led the way to his apartment. A fire was foon kindled by a
lanthorn which they brought withthem; and Afbonfo then in-
ftructed the men in their feveral departments, and before night
the grand hall was rendered fit for the reception of his u.nc?e s
body. The vault was then opened.  Alpion/o took a torch, and
defeended into it 3 but the noifome damps of the place almoft
fiifled him. He caft his eyes around ; and a coffin, newer than
the reft, attraded his notice. He approached, and viewed the

late. It was that of his father. He dropt his torch, and knelt

oy the fide of his coffin.—* Shade of my reverend parent 1**

exclaimed he, ‘¢ let me not incur thy anger, that I dare thus

to violate thy fanétuary, by admitting the remains of thy mur-

derer—witnefs my filial mn.g He was ioterrupted by a faint
3
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[cream, and a noife which feemed asif fome great weight had
fallen, © He ftarted from his knees, and looked round ; but his
torch gwas extinguilhed. He liftened ; all was flill. He drew
his {word from the feabbard, and groped about for the fteps.
For fome time his fearch was in vain, and he ftumbled conltantly
over broken pieces of coffins ; till at length, at fome diftance,
he perceived a glimmering light.  For fome minutes he washn-
refolved whether to advance or recede. He plainly diftinguithed
the forms of feveral men flowly advancing, and bheard his own
pame diftin@ly repeated. His fear fo nearly overcame him,
that it was fome time before he could reeal his feattered fenfes
fufficiently to recognife his own attendants, who, Rnding him
continue fo long in the vaults, began to be alarmed, and had,
th;::sh with great dread, defecended in fearch of him ; he having
wandered in the dark fo far from the entrance, that he did not
recolleét the fituation fufficiently to prevent his fright at their
approach. He forbore to mention to them the fcream he had
beard, left it fhould deprefs their fpirits, and only told them
that he had let his torch fall, and thercby extinguithed it.
When they had completed their bufinefs, he difmifTed all but
the one be defigned to keep in his fervice until the return of
Philip. With him he retired to his chamber, and endeavoured
to recruit his fpirits with a bottle of wine (for they had provided
themfelves with what they thought would be requifite);
but he vainly endeavoured to impute the found be had heard to
imagination ; it fevmed fill to ring throngh his ears with ad-
ditional horror. His haraffed fpirits demanded reft ; and he
accordingly retired to a chamber which had formerly been Phi-
Lp’s, and, fecuring the door, funk upon the bed. He bad
{lmmbered about an hour, when he was roufed by aloud noife
in the corner of the room. He mified his head from his pillow,
and liftened attentively; it was filent; and he once more com-
pofed himfelf to reft. He was again fartled by a violent thaking
of the curtains of his bed. The moon then fuddenly emerged
fram a cloud ; and by her light he perceived a figure, of enor-
mous bulk, at his bed-fide. He immediatel ped his (word,
and jumped up, when the figure rttruiag. He ftarted from
the bed, and purfued it round the room. The moon was again
oblcured, and he was left in darknefs. He groped about, till a
door was :adpp'cd with viclence in his face, Terror now totally
overpowered him, and the {word dropt from his hand. He
cuntinued transfixed with aftonifhment, till a violeot knocking
at his door recalled his fenfes. For fome time he was irrefo-
lute, till the voice of his fervant d ding entrance, cheered

Lim; and with {ome difficulty be found the door, which be
! . The man inftantly caught hold of him, exclaiming,
 for heaven's fake, fir, fave me! Let us quit this dreadtul
caftle to-morrow. You have furely let all the ipirits out of the »
vault ; and they are determined to torment us for dilturbing
them.” The mention of the vault revived in Ajphoa/e the ree
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membrance of his adventure in that place. He was for fome
time unable to reply ; at length he demanded of the man, if he
had heard any thing,—* Aye,” faid the fellow, 1 believe I
have. Why, I thought my door would have been burit open ;
for there was a rare puth againft it; it made it erack again.”
Alphexfe was more and more furprifed : he determined to dif-
covet the myftery, but forbore to urge the man further at that
time, left he fhould augment his fear. Day in a great meafure
difpelled their terror, and they difcourfed calmly on the fub-
je&t.  diphomfo, after a time, by expoftulation, entreaty, and
offers of a liberal reward, obtained from the man a promife to
watch with him the enfuing night. Their attention was fo
much engroffed, that they thought not of repofe; and the
arrival of a peafant announced the approach of the corpfe, be-
fore they had broke their faft. The gates were thrown open,
and the body of the count deccnl'licnrnmittcd to the vault
after which it was once more clofed by the ruftics, all of whom
he difmiffed, exl:egx one,

A{am{b, again left to reflexion, pondered in his mind his
firange deftiny. ¢ Surely,” faid he to himfelf, * Iam doomed
to be the fport of fortune, purfuing, I;F a firange fatality, fha-
dows which vanifh from my grafp, while others continually rife

to harafs my fpirits, already almoft broken by difappointment
and forrow, Oh! my Juliay even now, perbaps, you may be
in nced of my arm, to {ave you from fome unforeicen danger.
May you not be at this moment calling upon thy Aipbonfo to

refcue thee, in vain, while he is perhaps rufhing into eternity
unbidden, and may, cre to-morrow’s dawn, be numbered
ameng the filent dead? Had 1 not better quit this fpot, by
horrid murder ftained, where injured fpirits call aloud for
vengeance, and with my Jwlia feek fome peaceful ‘cot, where,
with her, I may fpend my future days in domeftic happinefs,
far from the pomp and g:iguc of grandeur? But Oh! niy
parents, hard is the ftruggle betwixt love and filial piety "
T'his folilequy was interrupted by his attendants, who entered
to know his orders concerning the propofed plan.  dlphonfoy
after fome confideration, refolved to abide the event. He ac=
cordingly defired the men to précure fome wine from the vil-
lage, and to kecpa large fire, two moft requifite things for fo
cheerlefs an adventure. The intermediate fpace between them'
and the time appointed for them to fation themfclves, he de-
termined to fill up by infpeding the caftle. He revifited all the
roomns, and found as he bad left them. The apartment
where he had before bebeld the horrible fpeftacle fthocked him
greatly ; and clofing the door with difgult, be defcended the
flairs.” ‘The men foon returned with the wine ; they took fome
Hlight refrefhment, and betooR'themfelves to their watch. They
drew their chairs clofe, and replenifhed their glaffes.  All con-
tinued quiet ; the bell flowly tolled one, and the men began to'
nod.  diphoxfo continyed in a mufing pofture, but was foon
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flartled by the opening of the door of the finall clofet, over
which the portrat of his uncle had hung. He concealed the
light, the better to obferve what paffed. A figure, fhocking
to behold, entered ; it appeared to be 2 human form, but the
fex could not be diftinguifhed ; a ragged mantle covered its
fhoulders, and fell on the ground, and a quantity of long black
hair hung over the face, and entively cuncealed it. One &rm
was bare, and dreadfully torn, with which it grafpeda rufty
dagger; the other beld a human fkoll. It walked with a fo-
lemn ftep to the window, where it continved fome time with
its arms folded, then ftartiug with a hafty ftep, turned to the
bed, and groped about as in fearch of fome other object.
Alp'onfs thanked heaven for his efcape, as he made no doubt he
fhould have been murdered, had he been in the bed ; he ad-
vanced foftly behind the figure, while the men guarded the
door. Alphonfs fprung upon it, and wrefted the dagger from its
hand ; it uttered a tremendous feream, and fell to the ground.
‘The poor wretch was a confiderable time before he had power
to articulate 2 fyllable ; at length, raifing his head, he fixed his
eycs upon Alplonfo, exclaiming, * O fave me! fave me from
that horrid phantom !  Alphanfo was very much agitated ; he
imagined be had beard the voice before ; but where, he was at
a lofs to conjecture, He raifed the man from the ground, and,
with the afliftance of his attendants, placed him upon the chair ;
and removing the hair which covered his face, difcovered, to
his infinite aftonithment, the peafant formerly fervant to-his
uncle, and the murdever of his father. # Villain 1" exclaime
he, while every joint trembled with emotion, # veng is
now within my reach. Prepare to expiate all thy crimes, In
me behold the injured diphon/o.” His arm was uplifted to give
the blow ; when, roufed by the impending danger, the man
{prang forward, and averted the firoke. ¢ Hald, hold! I con-
Jure you,” cried he, franticly, *“ 1 am not the monfter you fup-
pofe. Your father died not by my bhands.”—¢ Beware,” cried
Hipionfe, “ how you deceiveme ; thinknot to dupe me by your
detefted artifices.”’—*¢ Yet hear me, I entreat you,” rejoined
the man, dropping upon his knees ; ** my guilty flory muil not
be revealed at prefent, in confequence of a moft folemn vow
exafted from me bzﬁuurunc!e. All 1 dare fay is, that your
father, in all probability, yet lives."”"—¢ Heaven be praifed !
interrupted Ajpdony3, ¢ Rife. 1 have now the power of ab-
I'-ull'iu; you from your cath. The count is no more. Take
L ore fome refrell t. In an bour I will return, and hear
what you have to fay in your defence ; but, remember, upon
znccrity depends your life.”” Felixr bowed, and affured
im he might depend upon his fidelity. dlpfoxfo then left him,
and feeured the door ; leaving he fervants to watch left be
fhould attempt to make his elcape. He took a ftroll round the
caftle, it being then morning. At the time appointed, he re-
turned, Felix requefied they might be private ; and Apiox
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laying his fword before him, ordered the attendants to with-
draw. ‘The man then related what the reader is already ac-
quainted with.

“ I was greatly fhocked,” continued he, * at the count’s
propofal ; but I knew the vivlence of his temper too well to
imagine that he would hefitate a moment to put his threats in
exccution. A plan providentially firuck me, which 1 refolved
to carry into execution without hefitation. T acquainted your
father with the plot againft his life, enforcing an oath of fe-
crecy, and procured him the drefs of a labouring man, in which
he efcaped from the caftle. I then, br' means of a trifling re-
ward, prevailed npon a poor man, who worked in the village,
to drefs himfelf in your father’s clothes, and go upon fome pre=
tended mefage to the caftle. The fogginels of the evening afl-
fifted my defign, and the poor unfufpecting wretch was by my
own hands gm:ifiratcd into eternity. You may perhaps won-
der why I fhould fcruple to facrifice your father at a time when
I could unrelentingly put a period to the exiltence of another.
To my fhame, I confels that it was not humanity which infln-
enced me, Alas! No. [ Rattered myflf that at at fome fu-
ture time the fecret would be difcovered by the remorfe of your
uncle, and that I fhould be handfomely rewarded. The corpfee
paffed very well for that of the count, and was interred with
all funeral honours. The new count foon found an opportu-
nity to difcharge me frdfh his fervice, and fettled me in the cot
where you may recolle® you firlt faw me. Your refidence
at the cottage roufed me to a fenfe of the injuftice I had been
guilty of, and T lamented I had not defied the connt’s threats,
The poor murdered viftim feemed continnally before my eyes,
and difturbed my mind with the moft horrid reflexions. My
wife faw my uneafinefs, and inceffantly importuned me to let
her know the caufe, Her folicitations vexed me, and I treated
ber with unufual feverity. On a fudden a great alteration took
F‘lace in her behaviour, and fhe ferupled not to tell me that the

ufpected there was no good going on, by my frequent ablence
from home. Words followed words ; fhe faid, I had of late
talked ftrangely in my fleep, and that fhe had great reafon to
believe T had been guilty of murder; and threatened to have
me apprehended, if I dared to ufe her ill again. T plainly faw
fhe would not fail to’ keep her word, and determined to get rid
of fo dangerous an accufer. Guilt gradually fteals u the
mind of man, and renders his heart callous to the calls of hu-
manity. I felt very little compunction at fhedsling the blood of
my unhappy wife, whom I buried at the end of my garden.
Severe was my punithment ; day and night her ghaitly image
RAoated befure my eyes. My cottage became infupportable ; 1
quitted it, and fought refuge in the defolated caftle. Solitude
only increafed my horror, and my reafon was the facrifice. T
have but a faint idea of what paffed fince then. How Ifubfifted,
Icannot tell. I only know, that I often fought the count's
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apartment, in hopes to murder him (for I forgot his having

uvitted the caftle), and I remained chiefly in the vault among
the coffins : and but for your courage in fitting up Iaft night,
your life would have been facrificed through my miftake, I
have now made a full confeffion of my guilt, and leave it to
your generofity to difpofe of me as you think proper. I am
ready to fubmit to the laws of my country.”

He ended. Aipfon/o panfed fome time. At length, faid he,
% you muft for the prefent remain my prifoner, T will confider
what is beft to be done. 1l as you deferve life at my hands,
g:til’l find your penitence to be fincere, your punifhment will

mitigated accordingly.” He then quitted the room, leaving
Felix guarded as before. The trampling of horfes feet drew
him to the window ; and, to his infinite joy, he faw his faithful
Piilip dilmount, covered with doft. He ran haftily to meet
him, and interrogated him as to the caufe of his fpeed. Al
moft breathlefs with apprehenfion, hé exclaimed,  How is my
Fulia ? 1Ts fhe fafe '—¢ Safe eno for aught I know,” re-
plied Philip. * For aught you k 1" echoed Alphonfo in-
dignantly. ¢ What mean you :"— [ mean,” rejoined Philip,
fmiling fignificantly, ¢ with fubmiffion to your honour’s im-
patience, that I have had fomething elfe to think of befide
madam Frlia, dearly as fhe is beloved by your honour and my-
felf.” dphonfo was irritated beyond meafure. © How dare
ou, infolent fellow!” and his arm was uplified ; but he was

opt by Plilip, who lifting up his arm with one hand, while e
thruft the ather haftily into his pocket, exclaimed, * Stup, ftop,
my dear IEm)tl mafter. Don't pat yourfelf in a paffion. Firft
Jook at that,” giving him a fmall cafe, **and I am fure you
will not be angry long.” Afphonfe opened it. ¢ Heavens and
earth 1" eried he,  what do I behold >—The portrait of my
mother ! How came you by it?—s¢ That,” faid Piifip exul-
tingly, “* you fhall be acquainted with in good time ; but, at

refent, 1 am fo confounded hungry, that 1 cannot poflibly
gegin i long a ftory till T have ﬁuiaggj the cravings of nature :
fo, my good mafler, the fooner the better ; mean while yon
may amufe your{elf by contemplating the features of that fivect
lady."  dipionfo-could not help filing at his honeft imper-
tinence. * Really, Philip,” faid he, ¢ you are infolent to
trifie thus with my feelings."—¢ Not at ‘all, my dear mafter ;
do. but confider how you are trifling with mine. 1 have not
tafted a morfel of food thefe fix-and-thirty hours, and have
rode poft all the time; and {uu cannot have pity enough to
referve your impatience till 1 have made my meal.” Alphonfo
found it vain to contend; he therefore directed him where io
find fome bread and ham, of which, with the addition of fome
wine, Philip made a moft excellent repait, and liked it fo well,
that he tired :jn.":m.;ﬁ's patience to the utmoft extent; which at
L‘.ﬁ, he gratified, by giving the fullowing account of his expe-

ion

—
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¢ T conduted Fulia fafe to the baron’s. He received her
with tranfports, and beftowed numberlefs bleflings upon you
for your honourable conduét. He entertained me with libe-
rality, and defired you would haften with all poffible fpeed to
recewve your reward ; then difmiffed me with a handfome pre-
fent. 1rode at 2 moft furious rate for fome miles, till both my-
felf and horfe were thoroughly fatigued. I looked round me,
and perceived that I had mifled the beaten track in my hurry,
and had purfued one which led to quite a different path, Night
grew on apace. I feared to return, left I fhould involve myfelf
ftill further in the intricacies of the path, As Ilooked round
and round, Ithought I faw a faint light glimmering through the
hedge : 1 looked over, and found I was not deceived ; but how
to find the fpot, was the greateft difficulty. I bowever deter-
mined, let what would be the event, to proceed forward. I
fpurred my horfe, and went onward. 1 foon found myfelf at
the entrance of a kind of cave, at the farther end of which I
faw a lamp hung, which no doubt was the light of which I was
in purfoit, Iwasat a loféwhether to enter or not. Perhaps,
thought I, it is the quarters of fome of the banditti with which
this place is infefted. Upon fecond confideration, I alighted ;
and tying my borfe to atree, liftened attentively at the mouth
of the cave. I heatd a low murmuring voice, [éemingly in
prayer. -“Ob, ho!’ faid 1to myfelf, *there is no barm here;
banditti never pray.’ So I muitered up all my courage, and
entered a kind of chamber, rudely hewn out of the rock. At
the further end was a bed, or pallet, upon which lay a venerable
looking man. He held his beads in his hands, which were
clafped together. He did not perceive me for fome time ; when
he did, he feemed rather ftartled; but recovering himfelf,
fretched out his hand, faying, fcome hither, my fon. I have
not beheld one of my fellow creatures for fo long a time, that
the fight of you rather alarmed me ; but fure providence fent
you to me at this critical moment, to eafe my mind of a fecret
which 1 feared would die with me. You have an honeft coun-
tenance.! Yoo fee, fir,” faid Philip, interrupting his ftory,
‘““the old man had not forgot to compliment. * However, I
think,” continued he, ‘I can confide in you.” I affured him,
that 1 would do whatever was in my power to affiit him. *1
am now,’ faid the hermit, ¢ paft af' human affifance. 1 feel
the hour of my diffolution approaches faft. Liften then atten-
tively to what I am about torelate. It is now, asnearas] can
calculate, about nine months and fome odd weeks, that, as I
was at my evening oraifons, I heard a deep figh, not many
yards from me. [ rofe immediately, and haftened to the en-
trance of the cave, where I found a woman lying on the earth.
Her drefs was renl in many places, and her hands and arms,
which were beautifully white, were terribly feratched. Ien=
deavoured to raife her from the ground ; fhe had apparently
fainted from exceflive fatigue and Jong falting, for her body was
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worn to a mere fkeleton. My efforts at laft fucceeded, and |
brought her into my retreat. My feanty fare of bread and
water was all T had to offer ber. Alas! it was but poor nou-
rithment for one in her fituation ; fhe, however, ate and drank
;’r&edil‘y. I prevailed upon her to lie down upon my bed, and
fat up in my eld mnd';? chair. Her ftrength was totally ex-
Hauked, and nature demanded reft.  She flept for a few hoirs,
and awoke much better. She then told me a tale of horror,
which I am bound never to reveal, and entreated me to diredt
her to fome place where fhe might reft in'fafety. I dircéted her,
in the beft manner I was able, to the convent of St, dgmes. 1
would have condu@ed her thither myfelf; but T am too fechle
to walk ten yards, She thanked me in the moft exprétfive man-
ner, and departed in tears, Some thue after fhe was gone, I
chanced to walk to the mouth of my cave. As I Saﬂ'cd. I
thought T faw fomething glitter. 1 flooped for it, an picked,
up the picture which I now give you,’ He then took this very
miniature from under his pillow. *I foon perceived,” couti-
nued the hermit, € that it was the refemblance of herfelf. I
have never been able to get it conveyed to her fince. What I
requelt of you is, that you will go to the convent, and find her
out, which you eafily will by the minsature, and beg her to re-
member poor father Miciac' The old man was quite
fpent. I promifed to fulfil his requelt,  You may guefs, fir,
. with what joy I exccutedit. The poor hermit did not outlive
that night. 1 left his corpfe where it was, and haftened to the
convent. I fhowed the picture at the gate, and cafily gained
admittance to my dear miftrefs. She, poor foul ! did not know
me. I relatedny mefiage, and delivered the pifture. The
tieceflary care was taken to inter the body of father Michael, 1
then proceeded to make myfelf known. The dear lady was
almoit frantic, She, with tranfport, fent me forward to you,
and bade me tell you fhe dies with impatience to embrace ber
fon. So away H{:d, at the hazard ot my neck, to relate the
Joyful tidings. Thus ends my flory.”
* Great as was the joy of Alphorfo at the profped of being once
more enfulded in the-arms of his mother, his fatisfaction re-
ceived fome allay, from the uncertainty he was in refpedting his
father. * But, alas!" faid he to himfelf, “ could he but be
found, my happinefs would be complete. My Jwiia could not
fail to meet their approbation, and our union would be fanc-
tioned by the blefling of our parents.” Then turning to Philip,
“ where, m guod friend, is the convent of St. Agwe: fitu-
ated 37— ?t 15 in Langwedoc,” anfwered Philip. * I will fet
out at day-break,” rejoned diphonfo. * Oh, blefs your foul!”
cried Philip, eagerly, ** it is fuﬁ two days journey from hence,
You cannot bly go unattended.  You will furely take me
with you."—** Impofiible,” cried Alphos fa, ** your prefence is
abfolutely indifpenfable at the caftie. You muft guard our pri-
foer till my returp; befide attending to the workmen who are
[
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to be employed in repairing the caftle for the reception of the
countefs my mother.” Phiip was very moch difpleated at this
management.  “ 1 would give now,'” cried he peevifhly,”
# —aye, 1 would give my very beft doublet to witnefs the
meeting. But, there now ! that is always the way."—* Philis,'"
faid Alphonss, fmiling, ¢ I am gratified by your fidelity ; but fore
you are very regardlefs of your own intereit, to be fo hittle elated
at the profpedt of your preferment.”’—* Hamg preferment 1
replied he, ¢ I woull rather follow you, was it tothe end of
the world, than—but who in the name of wonder comes here 27
and, without adding a word, he quitted the room precipitate-
1y 3 but prefently returned with a letter, which be flill retained
in.his hand, examining the fuperfcription with great attegtion.
By our blefled lady!"” refumed he, ® heére is fome news,
Pray, St. Jerome, our lady Ywlia bewell ; for it was brought by
my old friend Pedro. But 1 did not flop to afk guedtions ; and
furé I am, it iz 2 woman's band-writing, the purle’s, mayhap.””
Impatient at his long harangue, djpbunz matched the paper
&TI? his hand, broke the feal with eagarncii, and read as
follows i

¢ Will you, Alphonfo, condemn yovr Julia for thus breaking -
through the bounds of prepric y prefirited our fexy in thus addrefing
—No.. I am ce tawn the mind of kim I surite to is fuperior to
sueak a prefudice. Wiy fhowld the fentimenis of the heart of the

wirluous be concealed ¥ Mine in favour of you I will never Wufhto
acknowledye ¥ But awhy have you been fo long filint 2 .1 canmoty quill
rof beliewe you snfnithful, Sicknefi, perhaps ! and Julia is pet mear,
1o fouthe, by ker attentions, the hours o J:r'u. Perhiaps my too zf‘.

; Fa =zeal, Ob,

ciofls eare exaggerales the caufe, the mifplgeed

Alphonfo! great jo awaits you. Does mot your beart tell the
wihele? Touwr fatter lives. If, as I trufly you are impatient te
bebold kimy hafle hither ; for kere ke is10 be found. Yes, Alphonfo,
he is herey and looks with affe&ion on _your Juliay calls ber hs dearly
beloved damghter.  Flvy theny vpon the avings of love and -'n'{_'f.
Ve are impatient for the returit of the courier.  Detain him nolonger
than. ta_ajfure kim of the fiaic of your healthy and difpatch kim ta |
Jour faitifid Juria DB Starvviuie.”?

Aiphonfo perufed the letter in exftafy, and immediately or-
dered the mefieoger into his prefence ; and, after rewarding
him bandfomely, difmiffed him with a note, purporting that .
he was well, and that be defigned to fet out immediately for
De Stqunville Cafile, . PAilip was tranfported with joy, when 4/«
tomfe communicated Lo him the purport of the letter. “ Now,”
faid he, exultingly, ¢ I fhall fee muy dear old malter again, How
will 'he wonder to fee me! Oh, what joy there will be in my
dear miftrefs too ! Sure, you will not deny me ? Now youfee, *
my dear, dear mafler, Felrx hastold you the truth; fo you may
truft him with the fewardthip ;Dfor 1 do not care a fig about it,”
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Alphonfo was rather averfe to the meafure, as he deemed it an
encouragement to vice; but to fatisfy his faithful fervant, be
with fome diffatisfaction confented.

After leaving the neceflary orders, they departed, and rode
forward with the utmott difpatch, hardly allowing themfelves
time for the neceffary reft or refrelhment. About noon the
following day they arrived at the convent. After ringing the
bell, the fuperior attended, and conduing them into the re-
fectory, requefled them to wait the coming ‘of the noviciate.
After a Ihorrt“rc'riod of anxious fufpenle, the door opened, and
Alphonfo found himfelf encircled in the embraces of his mother.
Years of forrow had deprived her cheeks of the rofes which
gave the finith to beauty ; ‘frief and misfortune had brought on
a premature old age ; and ber figure, though wan and ema-
ciated, ftill retained clegance and dignity. Her interelting ap-
pearance dwplr affected Alphonfo, while her checks glowed with
rapture and delight at beholding fuch a fon.  Mutual explana-
tions enfued.  Alpfonfe informed her of the death of his uncle.
¢ Unfortunate man ! faid the countefs. * May he be pardoned

" for all his crimes ! 1 fincerely forgive him. Hut, oh, my hul-

band! . Alpionfo would have fet forward immediately for the
chatean ; but the countefs reftrained him.  “ Ah, no, my fun!
Do not, by your affedti zeal, endanger your own life. Let
us defer our departure till to-morrow ; for think, my Afpbon/o,
after all my misfortunes, fhould I lofe you, happinels would
no more vifit your poor mother.” In compliance with her
defire, Aipiorfo tock his leave, and procured at an hotel ac-
commodations fur himfelf and Philip; and in the morning, hav-
ing obtained a carriage for their conveyance, he returned to the
convent. X

His mother was prepared to receive him; and after taking
an affectionate leave of the lady abhefs, and rewarding her
with a hamlfome prefent, touk leave of the fiflers, and was uth-

ered into the carriage by her fon. P4lip mecting them here,
fet forward to infurm the baron of their approach.

As they came near the caftle, the fpirits of the countefs
funk ; and when they flopt at the gates, her agitation was fo
great that fhe fainted, and was conveyed by Ajplonfe into the
parlour. She foon revived; and on upening her eyes, beheld
the affeftionate Yulra leaning over her with mingled emotions
of furprife and concern,  Aiplonfo entered the room, accompa-
nied by a gentleman, and the baron, who no fooner beheld the
countefs than be funk lifclels into the arms of his fon, which
were extended to receive him.  The countefs fprang to him,
exclaiming; “ My lord! my hufband! He opened Eis eyes;
and fixing them on her, “ My Rof lia P’ faid be, “ is it indeed
you?! Nature furely cannot fupport this excefs of joy.—My
fon!"” to Alpionfs, taking a hand of cach. “ Oh, my parents,
may this interview bea happy one. Receive the congratula-
tions of your dlpionfo, and beftow upon him your bleffing.”
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He knelt down, and was embraced, by turns, by his delighted
parents. Nor was Pailip deficient in expreffions of joy. His
grateful heart overflowed with rapture, as he received the
praifes of the count and countefs for his fidelity.

Tranquillity being reflored, curiofity fucceeded; and each
being anxious to know what had befallen the other, the count
thus began :—

“ For fume days after I had quitted the caftle in the difguife
Felix had provided me with, I continued to wander as fecretly
as poflible about the gronnds, in hopes of gaining a tranfient
glimpfe of my Rofafie. Diftradted at the failure of my plan, 1
feveral times meditated openly bidding defiance to my inhuman
brother; but again I was reftrained by the tremendous oath T
had taken, and which not the profpedt of inftant adnihilation
could induce me to break. Defpairing at length of again fecing
my adored wife, and farced by the preffing calls of nature to
feek for fultenance, T quitted the wood, and wandered, unknow-
ing whither till, exhaufied with fatigue and egrief, 1{unk, almoft
in my lakt agonies, upon the earth. Sume pealants paffing, and
perceiving my fitvation, humanely proffered their affiltance.

hey conveyed me to their homely cottage, and nourifhed me
with the produce of their honeft labour. Their kindnefs was
but ill repaid; a dangerous fever feized me, and confined me,
an expenfive burthen upon their hands. Alas! how often have
I prayed for a termination of my wretched exiftence! 1re-
covered fowly; and with what trifting property I had in my
pocket rewarded my charitable bcucf:f?ms, who, gratificd and
aftonifhed at my liberality, fullowed me with their bleffing. To
divert the anguith of my mind, I undertook a pilgrimage to
Laretto. My food by the way was fome milk which I procared
from the kind goatherds, and fome coarfe bread with which
Ahey fupplied me. The {un was juft finking beneath the hori-
zon, when | one evening threw myitlf on the ground, and tak-
ing from my wallet a few crufts, began to make my fcanty meal,
which ‘I foftened with my tears, and indulged myfelf in giving
full vent to my grief. The fillnels of the feene around me con-
tributed to tranguillize my mind more than it had admitted of
for fome time paft. I eavied the lot of the apparently happy
labourers; and comparing their tate with mine, how agonifing
‘was the comparifon. My thoughts were, however, foon di-
verted from my own forrows, by the rufiling of leaves behind
me, and a voice exclaiming, ¢ help, help!” I caft my eyes around,
but could not perceive any thing. Again the fame words were
more diftindtly repeated, though in a more feeble woice. I
ftarted from my feat, fought the fpot from whence the foond
proceeded, and difcovered lying in a deep valley, fome paces
diftant, a venerable figure. I endeavoured to raile him, but my
efforts evidently gave him pain. I was at laft fuccefsful, and I
aflited him to the fpot from which I bad rifen. The hermit
(for fuch I conjeétured him to be) renewed his acknowledge-
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meats as foon as the power of articulation was reftored, and
entreated 1 would affift him to his cave, to which he fhowed
the way. T complied, and was forry to find that his attempt
to walk increafed the fprain which he had given his ankle.
¢ Alas!” faid he, as we proceeded, ¢ what peor weak creatures
weare. But for your fortunate arrival, 1 fhould in all proba-
hility have expired.” I felt happy in his fociety ; the benignity
of his countenance, and piety of his demeanor, infenfibly inter-
efted me, and won me from my forrows. In fhort, we agreed
to fhare our fates together; and I, with no fmall {atisfaction,
took up my abode with the venerable Agfrn. We each, in
turn, went to the neighbouring willage, -and procured from its
generous inhabitants the meane of fubfiftence. I continued, in
his fociety, to drag on fome months of comparative tranquillity,
until my happine(s was terminated by the death of my aged
companion, who was frized with an apoplectic fit, and expired
inourcell. The fight of his cold remains, and the drearinefs
of the {ulitude, which 1 was neverthelefs averfe to quit, preyed
upon my mind, and brought on an intermitting delivium, which
fe¢med daily to increafe.. All the fatisfaction lenjoyed wasin
holding converfalion with my departed (as 1 fuppofed) wife, and
afluring her of the bafte F was makiog to join her. In one of
thefe paroxyfms 1 was intruded npon by the worthy baron, to
whom I ewe all my prefent felicity—a felicity which amply
repaysall my pait futferings.”

Thus ended the count a recital which, from the intereft his
anditors took in his fate, could not but greatly affeét their fen-
fibility, Unwilling to give funher fl:ope to gloomy rth'uﬂm}-
tions, the relation of the ¢ was d
till another opportunity ; and the rcmmdcr of that eveni
was employed in arranging their future plans, among whi
the union of Aplonfe and Feiiz was an aflair of no fmall im-
portanee. ‘The count and countefs did not for 2 moment with=
hold their confent ; and the baron with joy again renewed his,
fince every obftacle that had hitherto impeded it was happily
removed.  After an evening paft in the troeft domeftic felicity,
they each retived to their reipeéiive apartments, to enjoy a
repofe undifturbed by care, They met the next moni
cheerful and happy ; and, at their united requeft, the coun
commenced her recital i—

¢ 1 am confident,” faid fhe, :ddreﬁng the count, “1 nccd
not attempt to defcribe the emotions 1 experienced on receiving
the account of your death, which our dear Ajphox/o bas already
explained. By your own feelings, you may judge of mine.
The purpofe of Fernando was, however, defeated ; forthe idea
nfyuur being no more, ferved to firengthen rather than abate

arrrﬁuu to him. I fpurned his propofals of an honourable

3 and, with borror and deteftation in my looks, ac-

:uﬁ:d him of your murder, and demanded juftice. He turned
pale ; his lips gquivered. * 'Tis well, madamy’ exclaimed bey
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¢ you may, perhaps, repent this condud. T now leave to your
choice; either accept my hand, my heart, and fortune, ora
prifon for life.’ 1 fmiled contemptuoully, and hefitated not to
prefer the latter,  His fury was indeferibable, and he took fpe-
cial care to embitter my choice with the moft poignant anguifh.
My infant was torn from my arms, and I left in total ignorance
of his fate. Day after day I was vifited by my inbuman jailer,
and my child offered as the reward of my compliance with his
withes. What a trial ! I have fince wondered how my reafon
beld under fuch complicated mifery. But for the kind atten-
tion of my faithful Fumeite, I {hould inevitably have funk under
the accumulation of diftrefs which Iendured. The wretch,
fearful that even her foothing might contribute to ftrengthen
my refolution againft him, caufed her to be forced from me,
and confined in a feparate apartment. He regularly brought
me my allotted portion of food, and continued to perfecute
me with his abhorred propofals. Driven to defperation, I
fhould certainly have put a period to my miferable exiftence,
had the means been in my power. I was referved for a better
fate. I had thrown myfelf one day vpon my knees, imploring
heaven to relieve me, when I was roufed.from my devotion b
 noife at the frther end of the room; and before T could dif.
tinguith the fpot from whence it , beheld Funette at
my fide. She entreated me not to be alarmed ; and pointing to
an aperture in the wainfcot, caufed by a fliding pannel through
which fhe bad entered, entreated me to change dreffes with
her. Ignorant of her intentions, Ian?nieﬁ:ed; after which the*
defired me to fecure whatever 1 had left of value, and follow
ber in filence. < All 1 had was a few jewels then in my pocket,
and my mother’s piGture, 1 immediately followed her through
the pannel, and proceeded along a dark narrow paTage, almoft
bieathlefs with agitation. She {uddenly ftopped ; and ftooping
to the ground, entreated me to affift her in raifing a trap-door,
by means of a ring faftened toit. We i led, and defcended
a winding flight of ftone fteps, fo much impaired by time as to
render them almoft impaffable. 1 trembled violently, and fol-
lawed her with the greateft difficulty. She entreated me to
:}m all my refolution, by which means alene I could poffibly
et my efcape,  We reached the bottom, and I found myfelf
in a large vaulted chamber, the damp of which wasfo e ve,
that water dripped from the roof in many places, and the noi-
fome air of the place almoft overcame me. I entreated Funette
to ftop a little ; and feated myfelf, aimoft incapable ofaproc.md.. ‘
ing, on a broken fragment of ftone. ¢ For heaven’s fake, Fu-
nefte,’ exclaimed I, ¢ when did you difcover this fubterraneous
#— 1 will acquaint you, madam,’ faid fhe, feating her-
felf by my fide, ¢ as we are now in a place of fafety for the pre-
fent. You may perhape recolled that it was from count Fere
nande’s recommendation that you firft took me into your fer- .
vice ; but I believe you are igmnt how unworthy I was of
3
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your kindnefs, You feem furprifed, madam. T have no longer
any concealments from you. All 1 can fay in my vindication
is, that I have ever had the moft fincere attachment to you. 1
early fell a vi®tim to the feducing arts of Fermands. 1n confe-
quence of my im ence [ was renounced by my poor mother,
who fell a facrifice to her daughter's erime. Delnded by a
promife of marriage, I fought my betrayer, informed him of
my fituation, and entreated him to procure me fome place of
fecurity. He no more deceived me with falfe promifes ; but
told me, that if I could obtain any place during my approach<
ing illnefs, 1 fhould then be received as an attendant wpon his
fifter-in-law, whom he reprefented as a worthy and amiable
lady. Indeed, madam, I little knew his defigns upon you at
that time. But 1 fear I tire your patience. My fifter received
me, where I ftaid the neceffary time. My child died, and T
was received by you, as Ferwande had planned. How faith-
fully 1 have ferved you, I am now about to prove, He took
me from you, as you know, and confined me in a fmall apart-
ment adjoining his own, the door of which was concealed by a
portrait of himfelf; and he did not think 1 knew of any other
communication, Fortunately, T was acquainted with the paf.
fage which, without f#airs, gues upon a gradual afcent to the
apartment where you were confined ; the entrance to it was
made of black crape, and fixed fo artificially as to appear
uothing more than the back of the chimney.”

Miphonfs here explained this to be the myfterious paffage
which he had found in his fearch with Pilip, and whg: had
hitherto fo much perplexed him. The countefs then 'pro-
ceeded :— .

% Through this paffage,” continued Funette, ¢I groped upon
my hands and knees, at a time when I knew his daily vifit
to me would not take place for fome time. 1 had proceeded
a confiderable way, when my hand ftruck againft the large
ring which fecures the tl:lx-dwr. I pulied with all my ftrength ;
my efforts were attended with fuccefs, and 1 difcovered this
fpot. Farther on is a burial place, the iron gate of which if
with my affiftance you can climb, you may make your efcape
into the wood without being difcovered. My drefs will effeétu=
ally difguife you ; and if you keep the path to the right, it will
lead you to the cottage where my fifter dwells; and fhe will
put you in a method to difcover an afylam.” 1 demanded wiyf
fhe would not accompany me. Tears filled her: eyes. ¢ No,
madam,” fhe replied, ¢ you will be much: better. able to efcariu:
alone; befide which, T hope, by ftaying, to awaken remorfe in
count Frnando, and perhaps influence him to do-me juftice.
If mot, 1 have no with but to di¢ by his hands.” “All my re-
manltrances againft this Grange refolution were ineffeftual; fhe
was determined to return. r girl! 1 fincerely lament her
umlimely fate, She condufted me to the gate wh the wood,
which with fome difficulty I'climbed. I embraced her affec-
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tonately, and we parted for ever. 1 purfued the path fhe bad
pointed out, and with all the fwiftnefs in my power, look-
ing back every moment in fear of a purfuit. I reached the
cottage about fun-fet; all was profoundly fill; the doors and
windows were old, and the mofs growing on the threfhold too
fatally indicated that it was uninhabited, I pufhed the door
with mny feéeble bands; it opened, and the bare walls fhowed
the extent: of my misfortunes. I Aung myfelf, overcome with
fatigue ‘and difappointment, upon the floor, and in that deplo-
rable ftate would have welcomed death as a friend, I bad, ac-
cording to my own calculation, already travelied fix miles, and
was incapable of ding further, even to feck a fhelter for
the night. " Tn ‘thé mording 1 again commenced my folitary
waly, ‘unknowing whither; nor could the urgency of my fitu.
ation overcome'my dread of purfuit. Every footflep or car-
riage I heard approaching, 1 hurried vut of the way, heeding
neither hedges nor ditches as obftacles. How I fufg‘poncd the
fatigue, is incredible ' it ‘proves what the human frame is ca-
pable'of enduring “when excited by neceflity. I was on the
guintof expiring, when I reached the cave of the venerable

ther already defcribed, and where our good Philip frft gained
intelligence of me, His kindnels preferved my life. When
purfuing his dire@ions I reached the convent of St. Agnes, X
cafily procured 4dmiffion, My rank and misfortunes won the
heart of the amidble mother, ‘and fhe treated me with the ten-

dereft care. My hopes, though vague, of agaip fecing my fon,
induced me for a lofg tini¢ to refft her ecarncft entreatics to’
become ‘one'of ‘the fAfterhedd ; till, avcrcom'ch:z her perfna-

fions, Iat lepgth confented; fortunately, 1 bad {o long with-
ftood her folicitations. "I moft not, however, omit to fay, that
the lofs“of nly mother’s porirait was confidered by me as the
greatéft of misfortunes; it has, neverthelefs, ultimately tended
to reftore me to this dear circle.””

The countefs ceafed, and received the congratulations of the
party, who were mutually delighted at the ec/aircifement. They,
all joined in lamenting the fite of the nnfortunate Turetre; an
Phrigy who-hadbeen anold preténder to her favour, was for
much concerned, that he vowed sever again to think any more
of matrimony.

The next object of their care was the plans for their future
eflablihment. Ajpionfo and jukia were publicly betrothed to
each vther, and it was agreed that the whole Farty fhould re-
turn to De Guertille Udfile, Tor the gurpafe of folempizing their
nuptials. This plan was carried into execution. The happy
and amiable pair were united, and received the full reward of
their filial piety in’ the approbation’ and pleafure of their pa-
rents.” ‘The count and countefs D- Conrville pirchafed an ele-
gant chateau, near the caftle; which, by its vicinity, proved a
defirable refidence for the new married pair. ‘Thither they re-
tiredy after & fmonth'fpent in the moft mlchdad ',_k_lﬁtil'r, ac-
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companied the old baron; peaceful s were again
ped to tgc']r poor tenantry of the mu?a:?fgvchn Ex:ﬁ fo
long negleded; the rents were collefted, and the grounds cul-
tivated; and, in the happinefs of his dependants, the count
beheld the reward of his attention. Felixr was pardoned and
difcharged, nut without receiving the means of providing him-
felf with a comfurtable fubfiftence from his mafter, who was
unwilling, by leaving him totally deftitute, to impel him to the
commiffion of greater crimes.

The baron did not long furvive the marriage of his daughter.
At bis death he bequeathed onesthird of his eftate to Fuilia;
the remainder, with his title, to Alpfonfo and his male iffue for
ever. The acquifition of fortune or title was not in their eyes
a compenfation for the lofs of fuch an indulgent parent, and they
regretted his death with unfeigned forrow.

Philip, become refpe@able from his recent fervices and ad-
vanced age, was rewarded by Aiphon/s with a handiome inde-

ence, yet chofe to comtinue with his mafter and miftrefs
‘which he did) till his death.

‘The count and countefs continued bappy fpe@ators of their
children’s felicity, and had the delight of beholding an amiable
offspring rifing around them, and reflefting :ﬁ:ir virtues.
Taught by experience, the firft leffon they inftilled into their
youthful minds was to fubdue their paffions, as the meft effen-
tial means of obtaining happinefs and felf-approbation. With
joy they perceived their inftructions were not ineffectual; and,
as their minds and perfons expanded, their principles of piety
and virtue grew more powerful.

When the count and countefs de Courwille, firicken with
years, funk peaceful into theirlgravu. they had the fatisfation
to leave behind them children fuch as the fondeft parents could
defire—a family united among themfelves by the ftrongeft ties
of duty and affeftion. Though education in a great meafure
ftamps the man, virtue is within the reach of all; and although
the path may be rugged, the reward is fure.

THE

ENGLISH EARL;
or the Hiftery of

ROBERT FITZWALTER.

—

IN the beginning of the twelfth century lived Rober? Fitz-
eualter, renowned for his {kill in arms and unbounded liberality,
at arich and hereditary eftate in the north of England; where
his wife having died in childbed, he dedicated the remainder of
his to the education of his children, which were two fons,
and a hter, the innocent caufe of her mother’s death.
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Rotert (for that was the name of the clder brother) had at-
tained his twentieth year, Fatin his eighteenth, and the bloom-
ing Amanda her fixteenth, at the period when this hiftory com.
mences 3 at which moment the difpofitions of the young Fiz-
wallers began to appear in the form they were to affume when
arrived at maturity. That of Reber’s was a perfedt emblem
of his father's, an union of loyalty, honour, and benevolence.
Ed=vin’s, on the contrary, was formed for perfidy. Devoid of
courage, he was at once ambitious, cruel, and afpiring; thovgh
at the fame time that he tyrannized over his vaillals, he wore,
in the prefence of his father, the mafk of humility and iuno-
cence; while Amanda, poffelt of charms that would have graced
the Briti/k throne, united to a virtuons difpofition a kind and
benevolent behaviour toward her inferiors.

A confiderable time now elapfed without any particular event
occurring worthy of remark; during which period they led a
life of uninterrupted happinefs; but, alas! the peaceful laurt]
was now banifhed from the Briti/h thore ; and Frrzavalter having
received a fummens to attend his royal mafter, had but juft
time to pack up what neceflaries he ‘'wanted; which done, he
left his children in the care'of a trufty férvant, Gregory; and
taking a hafty leave, mounted his horg, and fet off, followed
by a few attendants, tothe Briti/ court, -

The moments now paffed on heavily at the caftle, at leaft
with Rolert and the fair Amanda, to whom the abience of the
earl their father feemed an endlefs fource of aflition; when
one evening Rodert having rode out, as it was his ufval cuftom,
gave way to reflexion ; and ruminating on the uncertainty of
his fathers fate, wandered to a confiderable diftance from the
cafile; and at length, on recovering from his reverie, found
bimfelf in the miditofa glwmy foreft, with no other food than
the berries, or (a¥d the night was fat approaching) any other
bed than the grafs whereon he might “his weary limbs,
being extremely tired. He, however, alighted from ' his horfe,
and faftening it to a tree, be threw himfelf on the grafs, where
he flept quietly till after day-break, when he was awaked
the loud difeourfe of fome people near him, Alarmed at this
circomftance, he inftantly arofe, and looked cautioully among
the trees; but, to his infinite furprife, he could difcover no one,
althongh he fill heard the voices of men as difputing. At
length, upon liftening more attentively, he heard one of them
exclaim, ¢ fhe belongs tome. 1 firft difcovered her, and in
fpite of all the fories I will have her”

The idea of a lady being in danger inftantly roufed the cous
rage which had bil?leﬂonﬁliﬂ dormant in the breaft of Robert,
who immediately mounting his horfe, rode toward the place
from whence the found proceeded; when, on turmning a clump
of trees, he difcovered two armed men endeavouring to force a
lady of incomparable beauty. Enraged at their perfidy, he
rode up to them, and in a tong of fury demanded them to
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defilt. The mifians, ftartled at this unexpedted encounter,
quitted their hold, but no fooner perceived the youthful coun-
t of their opg » than they laughed at his temerity,
and feizing their trembling captive, were about to renew their
infernal purpofe; which was no fooner perccived by Raderr,
than he flew on them with the fury of a lion, and at one blow
lay the ruffian who ftood mearcft to him at his feet ; which his
companion no fooner fiw, than he fell on his knees, and im-
plored bis mercy, which Refert inftantly granted, on condition
of his waking an ample confeffion of their intentions againft
the lady, which the ruffian did in the following words :—

# "Tis now three years fince the deceafe of count Fer finazd,
in whofe fervice Hugo %hc ruffian whom you have jult flain) and
myfelf bave Yived ever fince the days of our childhood. He left
his only fon Edward fole heir to the caitle, and the valt poffel-
fions belonging to it, which are fituated on the borders of this
foret. Uled to a life of idlenefs and debauchery, we had long
viewed the charms of the lady Eifrida his fiter with an ardent
defire of poffeffing them; and conteiving this event propitious
to our wifhes, we waited with impatience for a favourable op-
portunity to effeét our Eltxrqml'e. which did not take place till
this morning, when, underthe pretence of attending her in her
morning ride, we decoyed her into this forelt, where but for
{:ur providential interpofition, fhe had fell a viétim to our

utal wifhes,” -

Pleafed with the Gocerity and remorfe which the furviving
ruffian difplayed in the courie of his narration, Rebert not only
pardoned, but took him home to the caftle, and fhortly after

aced him in his fervice, His next care was to unbind the

dy, who in the moft courteous manner returned him thanks
for her delivery; when having placed her on his horfe belind
kim, he conveyed her to the caftle of her brother, where, 23
count Edeward was gone in fearch of her, althongh Elfrida
would bave had him wait his return, Rodert partook of a Qight
repalt; and then taking leave, fet out on his journey homeward,
followed by his new attendant.

During his abience from the caftle, every one was anxiou
for his life, excepting Edswin, who, envious of his brother's
virtue, was never more delighted than when be thought him
expofed to danger. Neverthelefs, he was among the moft
to welcome his return to the caftle; while the unfufpedting
Rolert feemed to derive new pleafure from this frefh inftance of
his brother’s affeétion, who no fooner heard the adventure of
the day related, than he broke out into the moft extravagant
encomiums of bis brother’s valour; and in the evening, to
crown his h,})ocril'y. retired to hischamber, offering upa thou-
fand prayers for the prefervation of his beloved life.

He no fooner reached his apartment, than he gave way to
the natural malignity of his temper, and began to refle@ on the
maoft probable means of deftroying the life of one whom he
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looked on as a ftumbling block in his way. - "T'was fome time
before he could hit on any thing that he might depend on, *till
refefling on the late adventure, the new attendant of Rebert
ftrock him as a proper inftrument for his purpofe. With this
idea he retired to reft; and feizing the ﬁr&:fp[mrtunity of con-
verfing with Jagues (for that was the name of the ruffian) alone
the next morning, he, by offering him a reward, and
promifing him his proteétion, brought the half-repentant wil-
lain to his purpofe. This point was no fooner fettled, than
they proceeded to confult on the likelieft means of putting their
plan into execution ; when it was agreed that they thould meet
in the gallery-chamber about midnight, and from thence enter
the chamber of Roebert, and put a tinal period to his exiftence §
after which they feparated, promifing to mect again in the
evening. The ap?oim:d hour at length arrived, and the per-
fidious Ed»in no fooner found the caftle buried in filence, than
he repaired totheg;lkry{hamber, where he found his bafe
affociate waiting his arrival. They immediately drew their
daggers, and flealing along with cautious fleps, at length
reached the chamber-door of Robert—"twas faft. * Vengeance
and fury 1" exclaimed Edwin in arage, * our plan is foiled, and
the pany bug muft ftill live to crofs the path of all my earthly
joys.” So faying, he left the fpot, followed by Jagues, as
he durft not force the door, for fear of awaking his brother,
. whofe valorous arm he well knew he was not able to withftand.
Several days now paffed over in perfe tranquillity; during
which period Edwin and bis perfidious colleague hadyﬁ'tqumt
meetings; and at length Edzwin invited his brother to fup with
him ; when after fupper, Jaques, who was the only fervant that
attended them, having fet three goblets of wine upon the table,
he was invited by Esuvin to Gt; which Robert readily agreeing
to, Edwin took a goblet in his hand, and drank the fpeedy re-
turn of the earl their father, in which be was readily accompa-
nied by Robert, Taque foll d the ple, and emptied his
goblet at a draught, but had not done fo long before he grew
pale, and uttering a groan, fell from his chair in the agonies of
death 3 which was no fooner perceived by Fdwim, than he ex-
claimed, * the die is caft, and this place muft no longer afford
me an afylum.” So faying, be rufhed from the chamber, and
leaving the caftle, wandered no one knew whither. In the
mean time Rolert leancd over the dying ruffian with a mixture
of pity and furprife in his countenance, Lhe latter of which was
confiderably augmented when Fagwes, ina Fail'_l.t voice, entreated
him to be on his guard, adtlinghthat the poifon which he had
drank in miftake was irtended by his brother Edtwix for him 3

at which words he gave a groan, and expired.  Rodert then left
the room; and ordering fome of the fervants to take care of
the body, retired to his apartibent, to give vent to thregricf
which this difeovery of his brother's perfidy had occafioned.

A confiderable time now clapfed without Rebert being able
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to gain the fimallct inlelliﬁcncc of the fugitive Fekvin, although
he ufed every means in_ his power to difcover his retreat; to-
ward the latter end of whi:tgdud, the earl, who, as we be-
fore mﬁunrd! had been . t at the wars, baving arrived
from the Continent, landed.on _his native fhore, and imme-
diately fet cut for the cafile of his anceltors; when, on his en-
tering a gloomg foreft within a few miles thereof, he was fud-
denly attacked by a party of robbers, the foremoft of whom he,
with, one blow of his battie-axe, laid dead at his feet; butat
length, being overpowered by numbers, he was forced tofub-
mit; when having bound him: hand and.foot, they laid him
acrofs his horfe, and then conducted him, through the moft
intricate parts of the forcft, wntil they arrived at mouth of
a fpacious cave, when their capfain ordered him to be taken
from his horfe, and carried into the cave. The entrance to it
was dark, and {0 extremely narrow, that only two men could

u in a-breafl. - The robbers alighted, and taking bim from his
Eorfe, led bim thmu;h a long gloomy. pafage, when they at
length entered a fpacious cavern illumipated with a vaft quan=
tity of lamps, where be was loaded with chains, and confined in
a Enall cavity of the reck; while the banditti, after having di-
vided their booty, gave way to mirth and revelry, makingthe
hollow cave refound with: their Jicentious cries, tll their brain
at Iezﬂi: becoming diltracted through intoxication, the feene
wis iged to one of riot and contufion, nor ended till, ren-

dered totally infenfible, they funk into the srms of fleep, leav-

ing the ill-faled earl at Jeifure to reflet on the horridnefs of his
fituation.

The fun had been rifen fome time before any of the banditti
were flirring; when at length one of the robbers entered the
cell of the captive earl, bearing a finall bafket of provifion and
a pitcher of water, followed by his captain,© The beaver of the
one who bore the provifion was up, while that of the other was
down, as indeed he fcarcely ever had it otherwife, feeming al-
ways apprehenfive of a difcovery, The robber had no fooner
fet down his load than, upon al;{gnnl from his captain, he re- *
tired: when the captain, addrefling himfclf to bis prifoner,
promifed him his liberty, on condition of his becoming one of
their focicty; and on the other band perpetual bondage, in
cale of a rd{:I'nL The ear] heard bim to the end with filent in-
digpation; and upon being prefied for bis anfwer, replied, with
undaunted , firmnefs, that he would faoner bare his bofom to
their fabres than fubmit to fo infamous a propofal.  Enraged at
his fortitude, the captain half drew his fword, with a defign of

ifpatching his captive, "till recollecting that feverity, and a
fufpenfiofi of his daily food, might induce bim in time to. yield
to his propofal, ke ‘put up bis fabre; and after bidding bim
confider of the terms he had offered, quitted the cell, venting
a thoufand curfes on him for his obftin ol a8

The earl was no fooner alone than, ﬁc&d of giving way to
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that affliGtion which his prefent hopelefs fitaation might have
been fuppofed to occafion, began to think on the moit "
ble means of making his efcape; but though he formed many
fchemes, yet they all fill proved abortive, for want of fome vne
befide himfelf to affift in the execution of them ; but fortune,
however, at length favoured him, at a time when he leaft ex-
pected it, and prefented a2 mode for his efcape which he had
never before thought of. One of the robbers, more humane
than the reft of his comrades, had for fome time, notwithftand-
ing the orders of his captain, regularly vifited the captive earl
at midnight, bringing with him on thole occafions an ample
fupply of fuch neceffaries as he thought the earl might fand in
need of. To this man then the earl at length ventured to ex-
prefs a defire of once more enjoying that liberty which he was
then deprived of. The robber fighed; while a tear of pit
ran down his hollow vifage ; and muttering fomething again
the cruelty of his captain, was about to leave the cell, when
the earl called him back, and at length, on promifing him a
large reward, fucceeded in gaining him aver to his purpofe.
They then feparated till the next evening, when, mecting at
the ufual bour of midnight, they, by their joint exertions, con-
trived to work a paffage through a fmall hole in the cell, which
they had now enlarged fufficiently to admit one perfon to pals
through at a time; when, taking advantage of the banditti be-
ing engaged in their nodturnal revels, they fiole forth unper-
ceived ; and, after feveral hours fmart walking, arrived at the
extremity of the foreft; when pm::ivin; alight at fome fimall
diftance before them, they direed their fleps toward it, and
at length found themfelves at the foot of a draw-bridge be-
longing to an aocient caftle, which, to their no little furprile,
was ftill down. They immediately croffed the moat; and on
thieir arrival at the caltle-gate, the earl gave three loud knocks,
when it was immediately opened by the porter, who demanded
his bufinefs; to which queiftion the earl courteouily replied, by
telling him that he was returned from the wars, and having loit
his way, was nearly worn out with fatigue ; therefore humbly
folicited a night's lodging under the roof of his noble mafter.
The porter retired, to deliver the meffage to his lord; and re-
turning in a few moments after, conduéted them into his pre-
fence, who, after a few queftions cuncerning the general iffue
of the war, ordered him to be conduéted to bis chamber, and
his attendant to be taken care of,

Refrefhed with the peaceful flumber he had enjoyed, the
earl rofe betimes the next morning, and no fooner heard that
count Edaward was coroe down (for the caftle wherein be then
was belonged to the noble bruther of Elfrida}, than he repaired
to his ftudy; and, after returniug him his thaoks for the aly-
lum he afforded him, took his leave, and with his attendant
muunting a couple of horfes, which the count had caufed to be
provided for them , fet out for Alwswick Cafile, clated with the

E




42 ROBERT FITZWALTER,
pleafing idea of once more beholding the youthful feions of hid
houfe.: As their borfes were good, they reached the defired
haven about noon, where the earl's arrival fpread a general joy
aver the fices of all the inhabitauts of the caftle, while Redert
and dmanda rulhed into his arms, and almoft fmothered him
with their careffes.  The firft emotions of juy were barely fub-
fided, when the earl milling Edewin, demanded the reafon of
his abfence, and was no fooner made acquainted with the
caulfe thercof (although Reberr did it with the greatelt precau-
tion), than be fainted away, and was conveyed in a ftate of in-
fenfibility to his chamber, where, upon his coming to his fenfes,
he was attacked by a viglent fever, which rendered it impoflible
for him to quit the room for feveral weeks. At length time,
and the tender sffiduity of his daughter the fair dmando, re-
muoving in fome meafure the afliéion be laboured under, he
was enabled once more 1o rejuin his two remaining children i
the breakfaft parlour. =
The earl was no fooner recovered, than it was agreed that
Robert [hould fet out in queft of his ill-fated brother; and as a
further inducement toward the latter difcovering himfelf, it was
alfo fettled that Redert fhould wear un that occalion the armour
of Fugues, as they did not doubt but Edwin would, -on' fecing
bim o difguifed, come from his concealment of his own ac-
cord, concluding it was no other than Fagwa himfelf, and that
he had by fome means difcharged the poifon he had fwallowed.
The next morning being appointed for the journey, Rodert
mounted his courfey, and fet out in quet of Eduin.. He tra.
welled the beft part of the day without meeting with anz ad=
venture worthy of remarking. At length e found himfelf on
a wild common, withoot the leat veftige of a human being, of
any of their dwellings, the earth and fky being the only objeéts
that met his attention wherefoever he turncd his eyes. ~ His
appetite now began to grow keen ; and, although polleifed of
money, be had no means of fatisfying the cravings of mature;
but what added ftill more to his misfortune was, that the night
sdvancing very falt, he began to be apprehenfive that he muit
take wp his lodging among the furze that grew thereabout in
abundance, However, 3s his fortitude ever remaired
unihaken amid the g ft danger, fo it infpired him with frefh
vigour on this occafion. Offering a prayer to heaven fur pro-
teétion, be clapped fpurs to his horfe, and direfting his courfe
at random acrofs the common, arrived about twilight at afmall
village which flood on the fkirts thercof. He rode for fome
time before he difcovered a convenient place where he might
re that refrefhment he flood fo much in need of. At
b be perceived a fmall cottage, the door of which was
ftanding mll He immediately alighted, and faftening his
horle to rails, walked into it, where he found a decent
middle-aged woman fitting by a good turf fire kindled on the
bearth, who Rarted at his 0 appetarance, but was no
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fooner made aquainted withithe canfe of his intrufion, than the,
with that tree fnirit of hofpitality which is ever to be found
amonay the Britg/k peafantry, told him he was welcome to (uch
feanty fare and lodging as her humble roof afforded. Robers
buwed his thanks, and feated himfelf by the fire.

He had not been long thus comfortably fitvated before the
huiband entered witk a large bafket of provifions, who no
fooner difeavered a firanger fitting by the fire, than he exclaimed,
* Hey day! who have wz got here!”’—* A-poor traveller,”
replied Jeanerte (for that was the name of the female peafant),
whao having lokt his way, is aimolt perithed with cold and hun-
ger.”’—4 Then, if that is the. cale, wife,” veplied dndven,
< [ think the contents of my balket will foon [cttle the bufinefs,
when aided by a can or twoof our beftale mulled.” He then
emptied the contents on the table, faying, ¢ fﬂ:, Jeaneite, what
the hofpitality of the count has afforded vs."” Finding the pea-
fants begin to grow warm in their encomiums on their bene-
faftor, Rabert ventured to aflke them, in 2 careles manner, ‘his
name, and what family he was dcﬁ:cuded- from; upon which
Anidrew gave him the defired: information in the following
words:—

2 # Wewere both fervants to count Ferdinaxd, in which Gt
ation we: led a life of uninterrupted happinefs, "till, worn-ont
with age and infirmity, -our.good old mafter died, but not with -
out leaving a imall annuity to fuch of his fervants as were either
grown o)d, or had maried in hisfervice. 'We were among the
latter number; and no fooner faw our bencfaftor depofited-in
«the family vauit, than we retired, with the permiffion of.our
young lord Ekvard, who, fucceeded his father in his title and
eftates, to this cottage, where we have lived-ever fince, while
our fitiation is vendered ftill more comfortable through the
holpitality of the eount, who not only furnifhes us with the
furplus of his table, I:mt frequently throws iaa finall fum of
money into the bargain,”

The peafant then proceeded toinfarm his goeft of the attempt
on lady Eifr«da, together with ber being refcued by a firange
knight, who brought her back to the caftle.in triumph.  Rebert
{miled at the encamiums with which this latter part of the f
was interlarded by Aedrets, who little thought be wu'addﬂ
fing him{lfto the identical knight he had been fpeaking of yand
therefore interpreting the fmile to be one of approbation, he
Pmal‘ded with his narration, as fallows: —

suths nuw elapled without any thing happening
to d.l&wh the tranquiliity of the inhabitants of the caftle, when
oue moming the lady Effrida was difeavered to be miffing, Dif-
tracted at this intelligence, the count fent out his fervants in all
direftions; but, alas! all their endeavours proved ufelefs, and,
in ipite of the moft diligent inguiry, they bave not been able to
obtain the fmalleft tidings of her fince.™ :
+ 'The cattager here ended his narrative; and as the night was

IRGI el
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far advaneed, they retired to their refpective apartments, where
Robers fpent the hours in reitlefs uncertainty, as to the fate of
bis brother and the abfent lady. The day therefore had no
fooner made its appearance in the eaft, than he left his cham.
ber; and having taken leave of his boft, and made him accept
of a trifie for the trouble he had given him on the preceding
night, he moonted his horfe, and refumed his journey, which
he continued il the evening, when coming to a vaft f{n‘eﬂ. he
refolved, as there was no habitation vear, to fpend the night
under one of the moft fhady trees. . With this view he alighted ;
and faftening his horfe to a tree, feated himfelf on the ground 3
where, orescome with fatigue, he foon funk into a profound
flumber, from which he did not wake ‘till the next morning,
when, to his no fmall furprife, be found himfelf deprived of his
fword, and chained down in a dark and gloomy cavern. "Twas
in vain that he end d to ﬁglr fo ft an event.
The morehe refle@ed, the more his ideas became confufed ; and
be thercfore refolved to leave the unravelling of ittotime. In
this fituation he remained feveral days ‘without fecing any per-
fon except the robber, who brought him his feanty allowance
of bread and water; during whichperiod he could not hit upon
any certain method of making his efcape, ‘till the idea firuck
him, that the banditti were generally fo covetous after money,
that they would barter the lives of their dearett friends for the
fake thereof; when he refolved to try the effecls of bribery on
his keeper. Accordingly, the next day, after fome previous
converfation, be broke his purpole to the robber; but, to his
infinite aftonifbment, I'o‘mr the fellow proof againft the bait 3
who with a ftern air left the dungeon, telling him he bad not yet
learnt to betray his truft., -

Chagrined and difappointed, Robert threw himfelf on his
bed of ftraw, in an agony of defpair; when be feit fomething
hard under him among the litter. This awakened bis curi=
ofity; and be firetched out his hand, in order to difcover what
it was; when, to his infinite horror, it proved to be a dagger;
and 4 on its blade and dudgeon gouts of blood ;’ while the ruf
which was on it declared it to have lain there for many years,
As as be recovered from his furprife, Rolert inftantly re-
folved to make ufe of it in frecing himfelf from the igoomi-
nious bondage he was held in. Witho‘th";;i:;kbe . uently
ftruck it againft the projecting parts § an
notched it fufficiently for his purpole, attempted to file cﬂ"ﬁ
chains; which at length, after a deal of labour, he happily ef-
feéted. He had jult freed himfelf from his difgraceful mana-
cles, when perceiving two of the banditti ing, he
plunged the dagger in the breaft of the » who gave a
groan, and expired; while the fecond fell on his knees, and im-
plored his mercy; which Reberr granted, after having made
him fwear on the fword which he had taken from the fallen

- xobber to condu him in fafety from the abede of the banditti,
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at the fame time promifing him a ftuation in his family for
life. ‘The robber then, as a token of his fincerity, forrendered
up his fword; having done which, he immediately conduéted
Rebery through feveral turnings, °till they came to a Hight of
ftone fteps, defcending which they paffed on through a long
patage, illumined here and there with the glimmering rays of
a folitary lamp, ‘'till they at lafit found their progrefs impeded.
by a large door covered with black. At that moment a fhrick
from within was heand by Rolerr, who immediately with the
fury of a famifhed lion (although tbe robber endeavoured to
prevent him) ruthed againft the door. It flew into a thou-
fand pieces, and prefented to his view, in the perfon of the
captain of the banditti, his long-loft brother Edsuin, who was
then in the adtion of forcing Elfridato his withes. The un-
expeéted appearance of Roéert, whom Edwin thought faft
bound in an obfcure dungeon, nearly petrified him with afto-
nifhment. [ ble of refiftance, he fuffered himfelf to be
difarmed by his her. He was then, together with the lady
Eifriia, led forth by Robert, who, with the aiftance of his
new ally, brought them out of the cavern ; and taking fome of
the horfes belonging to the Neeping banditti, arrived in fafety
at an adjacent village, where he put up at an inn; and baving
ordered the lady Efffida to be taken care of, he took bis bro-
ther Edwin to another apartment; where, after many geatle
remonftrances, he at length prevailed on him to give the fol-
lowing account of his tranfa&ions fince the time of his fudden
difappearance from the caftle :— ,
“ You recolle&, no doubt,” faid Edwin, in a tone of feem=
ing penitence, * the diftraftednefs of my bebaviour, when, on
finding the fatal miftake my affociate had committed, I left the
chamber fo abruptly ; por need 1 add, fince 1 make no doubt
but he informed you of it, ’twas my intention to poi[ar:)éyuu,
had not providence fo happily fruftrated the wickednefs of m
defign. Grown fraotic at the difappointment, 1 wandered
knew not whither, and at length found myfelf in the midft of a
gloomy foreft, where I was immediately furrounded by a firong
party of banditti, who took me prifoner; while I, regardlefs of
my fate, fuffered them to lead me to their eavern wit_h_out
making the leaft refiftance; when after a few days captivity,
their captain having been {lain, they made me the offer of fucs
ceeding himy which, as it was confosant with the natural ma-
lignity of my temper, 1 readily accepted. In this fitvation, 1
treated fuch captives as chance threw in bur way with the ut-
moft feverity, “till at length, in the courfe of my rambles, I
wmet with my father returning from the wars, whom I took (after
a ftrong refiftance) prifoner. "Twas my intent to imprifon him
for life; but fate ordained it otherwife; for one of the robbers

‘being drawn over to his intereft, they took the opportunity,

while the banditti were buried in ficep, to efcape. 'Tis im-
poffible to deferibe the rage with which my bofom was firfl in-
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fpired when T made the difcovery ; but it was foon abated when,
on the enfuing evening, a party of my defperados brought in
the lady Fifrida, whom they had feized while fhe {as was her
ufual cuftom) was taking her evening ride in the purlicus of
the caftle. 1 inftantly became a captive to ber charms; and
having ordered my comrades to retire, without any further pre-

amble, bade her prepare to gratify the defires ihe had infpired
mz with. To this {he safwered only with a look of indigna-

tion; and upon my proceeding to force her, repulfed me with

feorn.  Enraged at her firmnefs, I called two of the banditti,
and ordered them to convey her to the black chamber, adding,

that if the fhill remained inflexible, the fhould remain there for
life, with no other nourithmeat than bread and water. From

that time 1 afted as her gaoler, and regularly carried the fcanty
pittance to her dungeon, where fhe fill continued to treat my

offers with difilain. Not long after, you were brought in by

fome of the banditti, who had furprifed you while fleeping in
the foreft. At firft, owing to the armour you was difguifed in,
1 thought Faguer had by fume means -efcaped the effeéts of
the poifon; but when, onraifing the beaver, I difcovered your
well-known features, my bofom thrilled with favage delight,
and I'caufed you, while yet lleeping, to be conveyed to one of
thie dampeft cells, and heavy loaded with irons; which done,
I exulted when [ refleéted on the difagrecable fenfations it muft
oceafion, when you fhould awake, and find yourfelf in fo ters
rible a fituation. Laft oight I bad fixed for the full compietion
of my defigns, which were the poffeffion ‘of the objed of my
withes, and the termination of your exiflence, whom F looked
on .as an infeparable bar to the ambitious views 1 had formed
of attaining that rank and title which of right belongs to you
alones The refult of lak night's adventure you are fully ac»
quainted with, and I have only to add, that whatever may be
your decree, Lam ready to fubimit.”

Here Bdavin finifhed’ his narrationy when Robert, after pro-
mifing his brother forgivenefs, in cale'of his reforming, retired
to reft, Jeaving him in the care of a couple of ruftics, whom he
had hired for the purpode.
 The next morning, after having taken a little refrefhment,
Robert left the inn, together with the lady Eifrida, and his eaps
tive brother, attended by the robber and the two ruftics, and
refumed their journeys  After travelling a few miles, be was
fuddenly attacked by an-armed knight.. The conteft was for
fome time maintained with equal fury on both fides, 'till vidtory
decided in favour of Rebders, who at length threw his antagonift
from his horle, fo much wounded as to be unable to rife.  Ror
bert inftantly alightedy and waifed the firangee's heaver, in order
to difcover who it was that had fo rudely ailailed him, when
Elfrida exclaimed, with a fhiriek of horror, *¢ it is my brother!™
and immediately fainbed ih the arms.of the attendants.  Robert
then. ¢aufed the wounded knight tq be replaced on his horfe ;
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and as foon as the lady Eifrida recovered, the whole cavalcade
moved on. flowly to Abewick Cafls, whllhcr. as it was buta
few miles diftant, they arvived fpon after in perfedt fafety;
when Kelert having feen his guefis cunveyed to their refpedive
chambers, ingquired’ of Amamada, (whoin e met coming to wel-
come his return) of his father's bealth during his abfence; but;
alas! that pattern of Exglifh hoipitality and benevolence was no
more.  Grief for the perfidy of the fugitive Edcvin, and the long
ablence of Reber:, whom be concluded to have fallen a wéhm
tu his defire of recovering a long-loft brother, bad put a ’pert
to an exiftence already weakened by a fit of iluefs. [ Twas
fome time before Redert could recover from the fhock this fud-
den intelligence had given him.  However,, he 1o -fooner re=
gained his fpirits, than he ordered Amanda to attend on Elfrida,
while he fent for Eduin, to inform him of the fatal event.

E.twin entered the chamber of bis brotherin a Rate of fullen
defpondency; which Reber: pérceiving; broke the circumftance
of the earl’s death to him by degrees. . Eiswin changed colour,
and was about to leave the place; which Redert perceiving,

ulled him gently back by the fleeve. He fat down, and trems
&cd. owerwhelmed with confufion; when Rodert addreffed him
as follows :—

“ Though you h.m: been ungrateful hitherto, yet I- am res
folved to ‘bury the palt in oblivion. ¥ou are fill my brother;
and although the death of our father without a will has left me
fole heir to his vait polfeffions, yet, in hopes of your future
amendment, 1 bere give up the half of them in your behalf,
Go, ‘and (in no more.”

Thefe laft words of Redert ftruck him to the heart. He at-
tempted to fpeak, but histengur refufed its office, and he left
2\: chamber, thunderfiruck at the unexpected kindoefs of bis

rother.

Several days now paffed without any thing ncturnng to dif-
turb the 'I.ranqullkty of dlnwick Cafile, dunng which period the
decealed K al were fited in the family
vault, whither they wcn: attended by Ro berty Amasida, and
Edwin; when the grief of the latter feemed to exceed, if poffi-
ble, that of the afflited Robert and his fifter; and indeed the
whole of his behaviour for fome time after feemed to promife a
total reformation. One evening the count, being fufficiently
recovered from his wounds, took an airing on horfeback with
Rokert in the neighbourhood of the caftle; during which excur-
fion, the count informed the latter, that he thould not have
attacked him fo violently, had not the armour he wore led him
to imagine 'twas Jagwes, who, with another ruffian, had at-
tempted before to carry off his fifter, when they were fo provi-
dentially prevented by a ftrange knight, who had feen her to
the caftle, and never was heard of after,

Rabert heard huni to the end in filence ; and then, with modeft

fufion in his cc ¢, not only owned the fhare he had
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in that adventure, but ado the impreflion which the lady Ei-
Jfrida had’ made on his heart. This confidence was rrpais!bys
fimilar declaration on the part of the count, in favour of

Amanda,
- then agrtrd to break their minds to the fair objeéts of
:hg:g:&im: in which ftate of mind they were returning to

the caftle; when Roiert found himfelf attacked a knight
in black armour, who raifing his ponderous battle-axe, was
about to aim aél-}nw a: I(ml::m!. which, l:lut for the tiut:eiy in-
terpofition of Edwwa d (who perceiving bis purpole, drew his
fword, and fheatbed it in his body), would have cleft him in
two.. The unknown knight fell; and having placed him ox 1
one of their horfes, they conveyed him, in a ftate of infentibi-
lity, to the caftle; where, upon their arrival, they immediately
ftript him of his armour; when, to their infinite furprifc and
horror, the fable knight proved to be—Edwin. They bound up
his wounds, and having conveyed him to his bed, adminiftered
a cordial to him; when opening his eyes, in a faint voice he
implored his brother’s forgivenels, adding, that nothing but
death could have prevented his endeavouring to poflefs a title;
which he had determined on obtaining, even at the expence of
his future happinefs; * but, ‘twill not be,” exclaimed the
fidiows Edzrn; “and 1 die convinced that provid ever
ields the virtuous from the malicious defigns of their enc~
mies.”” So faying, be uttered a deep groan, and expired,
leaving a dreadful example of that vengeance which ever 1
over the heads of thofe who endeavour to attain their ambi-
[ tious views by the murder of fuch as ftand between them and
1 their wifhes.
- The next day, the remains of the mifguided Edwir were de-
polited among thofe of his anceftors; and the time of mourning
or the decealed earl was mo fooner expired, than the count and
Eobert (who had firft gained the confent of their fair miftreffes)
were married to dmanda and Elfrida, with whom they led a
life of uninterrupted bappine(s; while their hofpitality and
benevolence gained them at once both the love and eftecm of

all argund them,
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