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Foley: Student Pieces: Liberal Artswith Fries

Liberal Arts With Fries

Oh, That I had a Hammer?!

By Adam Foley

saw u sign the other day that
readd T gor my degree in liberal
arts, would vou like fries with
that?” Implicit in tiis message is
the assumption that a liberal wits
cducation 5 impractical.
Beneath this assumption, more-
over, lurks an insidious and corrosive
value Judgment. This wvalue judgment,
being the very gospel of mediocrite. is
the prejudice thar the vilue of education
is determined by its inimediate practical
Or MONETary rewiands,

The liberal arts were devised as a
curriculum of stady fir for fiberd free
persons. To the auihors of the liberal
arts  curriculunt, the assumpiion that
professional or wehnical  training s
more viluable hecause it is more prac-
tcal would not only have been bar-
Parous, but slavish. Professional educa-
tion trains one not for lite and for the
flowering of one’s supreme spiritual
potential, But rather for a career and for
the accumulation of wealth, activities
that Greco-Roman  pedagogy  consid-
cred slavish, A protessional education
is one fit for a slave. Therefore, | exhont
cvervone who sees education merely
as a4 utensil for obuining and consum-
ing more goods to purge the universi-
ties and flee, as 1 did from the shackles
ot obligatory, sccondury education.

Since Iwas a high school drop-oun,
particular  disadvuntage
applving o colleges. My means and
family huckground are as modest as my

I was at a

ambition is strong. The obstacles that |
have fuced in putting myselt in college
were all but insurmounable. Having
celicd on nothing other than my own
commitment and determination. 1 was
awarded the Castellano scholarship,
full-ricle 10 study Greek at john Carroll

University, the Jesuil school of
Cleveland, Despite challenges
that 1 have faced. T have never once
looked at cducation as a means (o
other end. No. Eruditio,  that
noble maiden, will not ler herselt be
wooed s0 casily by the ssweeay, groping
hands of capitilizers and drones.

SO

Desiting nothing more  fervently
than a classical education — the core of
a liberal ans curriculum ~ 1 quickly
found minority,  the
majorily consisting of a mire of medioc-

mysclf in the

rity and conformity: business majors, |
cannol count how many imes, having
wld someone that 1 am o classical Tan-
guages mdjor, that 1 have been asked:
“But what will vou do with that?” as
though an eclucation were like @t ham-
Mer Or some strange instrument seith
which one can obtain some result. Oh,
would that 1 had a hammer 1o knock
some sense into them! Gradgingly they
fulfill the core requirements ot w Jesuit
cducation: philosophy. religious stucl-
ies, a foreign language, all the while
asking themselves, “But what am |
going ta do with this”

As Mark Twain says. ..

Does it make sense 1o aslk an ath-
lete what she is going to do with her
physical waining? No, hecause she will
tell you that your question misunder-
stands the npature of  physical well-
being as a good unto itself. Does it
make sense then, o ask what can be
Jone with an education? Educaion is «
lite-long journey that begins in infancy
and never quite ends. It s, as Pindar
says, the process of “becoming who

you dre.” The university, as an edoca-

tional institution. has as much

o do with one's educaton as one
permits it - in some cases, nothing, As
I never et school
way of my

Mark Twain says:
get in the
Admitedly, T will evemually have 1o

cducarion.”

submil 1o the consiriints of specializa-
tion and of a carcer, and undoubtedly
my cducation will play no small role in
my career, Nevertheless, the relation-
ship between my career choice and my
cducation is incidental, not essenuial 1o
who T am as a Free, educated person.
Formerly, the university stood as
the last bastion against an encroaching
Patbarism. But now that not only the
demund for majors in professional and
technical disciplines is rising, but also
entirely  questionable new majors —
such as business and communications
— have in the Tast two centuries been
invented to meet this demand. the uni-
versity iself seems the verv mouth-
picce and barbarisn.
Though we speak of the “liberal ar”
on the one hand and ~profession.d

guardian - of

cducition™ on the ather hand, in oud .
thiere are only the liberal arts and the
servile arts. Or should 1 say. there is
cducation proper and then there s
apprenticeship. W

Adam Foley &s a student at Jobn
Carroll University.
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