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“I Was Never So Unmanned Before”: (Emasculating) Inperialism and the Late-
Victorian Crisis of Masculinity in Fin-de-Siecle Fiction

The Victorian Fin de Siécle was a period characterized by decay, anxiety and identity
fragmentation. Within the convolution of race, gender and class which was evinced in those
decades, the crisis of masculinity outstands as being closely tied with the state of the British
Empire in the late Victorian Era. This paper aims at scrutinizing a series of underread late-
Victorian texts, namely Richard Marsh’s The Beetle (1897) and a selection of Arthur Conan
Doyle’s non-Sherlockian short fiction, to exhibit the intimate relationship between colonial
tropes and (fe)male characters in late-Victorian popular culture. In particular, the contact or
confrontation with the Oriental Other and the negotiation with a violent colonial past are
appropriated to raise alarms over the perceived emasculation of British males and the
weakening of ‘Anglo-Saxon’ manhood. In more general terms, the texts under analysis in this
paper epitomize fin-de-siecle doubts over whether British men were fit enough to deal
with the arduous task of keeping an ever-growing empire and specifically to confront
the Oriental other, which is quite telling at a time when gender roles were increasingly
shaded.

References:

Conan Doyle, ArthurThe Great Keinplatz Experiment and Other Taleswilight an
the UnseenOhio: Summit Classic P, 2012.

---. Tales of Terror and Mysteryhio: Summit Classic P, 2012.

Ledger, Sally. “In Darkest England: The Terror okdeneration inFin-de-Siecle
Britain.” Literature and History8.4.2 (1995): 71-86. Web. 20 March 2013.

Marsh, Richard.The Beetle 1897. Ed. Julian Wolfreys. Peterborough and Plytmo
Broadview, 2004.

Marshall, P.J. “1870-1918: The Empire under Thtedihe Cambridge Illustrated
History.Ed. P.J. Marshall. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1996.

of the British EmpireEd. P.J. Marshall. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1996.
Wolfreys, Julian. “The Hieroglyphic Othelhe Beetle London and the Anxieties of
Late Imperial England.”Writing London. Volume 3. Inventions of the Cigy
Wolfreys. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2007.


https://core.ac.uk/display/62905535?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1

