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KANGAROO MORPHOMETRICS: HOW MIOCENE KANGAROOS CAN
INFORM US ABOUT PALAEOENVIRONMENTS AND HOW GIANT
PLEISTOCENE KANGAROOS MANAGED TO LOCOMOTE

Christine M. Janis

Kangaroos are known today for their spectacular hopping locomotion, but
kangaroo diversity in the past tells a different story. Some kinds of extinct
kangaroos (sthenurines) grew so large that hopping would seem to be unlikely.
Analysis of their bones shows that it is likely that they used walking on two legs
as a means of getting around. The diversity of small kangaroos in the Miocene
can inform us about palaeoenvironments, and how the higher levels of both
temperature and atmospheric carbon dioxide in the middle Miocene affected
the evolution of both fauna and flora.
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