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Abstract

Lately, the Victorian freak show has attracted $mthp and literary attention alike. New
critical approaches to the freak show set the Eeanpexhibition of human corporeal
deviance apart from the American side show as poeld by P. T. Barnum. Topics
ranging from, the social context of freakery (Troetpal. 2008) and the cultural history
of enfreakment (Kérchy, Zittlau et al. 2012), tce tiignificance of disability in
Victorian literature (Craton 2009) and the spedanfl deformity (Durbach 2009) have
been addressed by scholars who are concerned heitbthics of embodied difference.
In the twenty-first century, the Victorian world epectacle has emerged as a separate
ramification within neo-Victorian literature—thisedsely visual narrative mode sets up
an apt socio-historical frame to delve into the i@oconstruction of embodied
subjectivities. The present paper explores neoevimh enfreakment through the lens of
somatechnics reading “[eJmbodiment as the incasnair materialisation of historically
and culturally specific discourses and practis&illivan and Murray, 3). My principal
aim is to examine the epistemological speculatibrfua)intelligible corporeality by
analysing the intersection of gender and ideologyttee body. By delving into neo-
Victorian reinventions of the divergent body, | lset® address the formation and
representation of the complexities of the embodielfl With this objective in mind, |
will analyse how the neo-Victorian mode interlod¢ke Victorian freak-show discourse
with the reader perspective to bring subjectivepoeses to corporeality, humanity and
normativity to the forefront, and in doing so, tsiran exploitative space as the freak
show into a site of self-reliance, self-expressiad even fulfilment.
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