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ABSTRACT

To the forgotten is inspired by the process of observing nature and realizing the
interrelationship between humanity and nature by the method of self-preservation. I
discovered a similar approach toward nature in three main references for this piece,
including a Chinese poem “Moon Over Frontier Mountains” by Li Bai, the philosophy of
Zhuangzi (369 BC-286 BC), and my journey in Northeast Taiwan. In the poem, the poetic
process of picturing the remote landscape first, reminiscing about the grievous battle in
the middle, and humanizing the scene with personal emotions in the end demonstrates the
transformation between visual sensation, social consciousness, and self-reflection. This
poetic approach reminds me of my Taiwan journey in which the magnificent scenery, a
carnival, the sharing of human emotions, inheritance of tradition, and spiritual inspiration
not only symbolize the process of self-preservation, but also resonate with Zhuangzi’s

statement of achieving the unification of humanity and nature by avoiding the self-
iii



centered thinking.

This piece is divided into three main contrasting sections that portray nature,
people, and self to represent the programmatic approach of forgetting self in which the
focus of perception transfers from visualization to participation and ends in
self-preservation. The ideas of uncertainty, fragmentation, and interruption characterize
every musical element in the first section. The opening gesture, constructed by a
three-note motive G-B"-F" going downward with an extreme registral expansion,
symbolizes the visual transformation. The intervallic relationship and harmonic structure
of the first section are based on the opening gesture and the following motive E-C-B-C”.
The rhythmic complexity, motivic layering, and harmonic variety are particularly
emphasized in the energetic second section. The enhanced harmonic energy and rhythmic
pulse of alternating duple and triple in this carnival-like section contrast with the
diatonically grounded last section in which the diatonic persistency on E flat, articulated
by a transparent texture, resolves the preceding harmonic dissonance. In the coda, the
return of the opening gesture, accompanied by the sustained diatonic sonority, resonates
with the mysterious first section and invokes harmonic dissonance, dynamic change, and
textural opposition to metaphorically reflect the process of the unification of humanity

and nature.
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INSTRUMENTATION

1 Piccolo

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in B-Flat

1 Bass Clarinet in B-Flat

2 Bassoons

4 French Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones

1 Bass Trombone

1 Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1 Xylophone, Woodblocks (5), Bamboo Wind Chimes

Percussion 2 Chimes (the tubular bells), Suspended Cymbeals (2, high and low),
Slapstick, Bass Drum, Temple Blocks (5)

Harp

Strings

Duration: approx. 20 minutes

The score is transposed.
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

- Trills should be performed using the note one letter name higher than the notated pitch,
unless a flat or sharp is marked above the trill sign to clarify the accidental added to the

destination note. The smaller note with parenthesis marks the destination note of a trill.

- In timpani, percussion, and harp parts, damping is only applied when the damping sign

or the verbal explanation is marked.

- Accidental cancels at the end of the measure. Courtesy reminders of accidental are

provided throughout the score.

- Solo should be played by only one player.
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VITA

Composer Hui-Ting Yang was born on June 18, 1980 in Kaohsiung City, Taiwan.

She started to learn piano at the age of 8 and started to study composition with Yi-Chun

Dong in the high school. She attended the music department of National Taiwan Normal

University in Taipei, Taiwan in 1998 and received her Bachelor of music in composition

in 2002.

From 2002 to 2004, Yang held a teaching position in Xinja Junior High School in

Taipei, Taiwan. She directed the string ensemble and presented her arrangement of

various styles of music for large ensemble in the public performances. She studied

composition with Gordon Shi-Wei Chin in 2003-2005. In 2003, she was awarded as one

of the young composers in new music series held by Yin-Chi Foundation. Her String

Quartet No.1 was performed by NTNU String Quartet, and she gave a public presentation

followed by the concert.

In 2005, Yang was accepted by the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins

University, Baltimore and received Master of Music degree in composition in 2007.

While at the Peabody Conservatory, she studied composition with Shafer Mahoney and

Christopher Theofanidis. Yang moved to Kansas City, Missouri in 2007 to pursue Doctor

of Music Art degree where she studied composition with Paul Rudy, James Mobberley,
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Zhou Long, and Chen Yi at the University of Missouri- Kansas City.

Yang remains active both as composer and music educator. Her music has been

performed in the United States and Taiwan. Her chamber music was praised as music that

delicately blends the flavors of Eastern culture and Western technique of orchestration in

the musical review. From 2011 to 2013, she moved back to Taiwan and held several

teaching positions in theory and composition in schools and music institutes all over

Taiwan.
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