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INTZO0DUCTION

The Spanish colonies in America were occupied by
thiree ruces, whose mixture and action upon each other pro-
duced a new race and & ncv society. Nf the three race
elements, the negro is of no importance, except in the is-
lands and e few districts on the continent. Of the other
two elenents, the Indiecn was the most numerous, and, the
Spaniard the most forceful and energetic. The phenomenon
of a Dblending of concuerors eand conquefed is common; but
the mingling of two races so different as the Indicn and the
Spaniard, on so lurge a sczle, is unique. In physicel
structure, in mentel endowmengé, ia political, soci 1l and
ious institutions, there wes an immense diffe;ence be-
tween the most cultured of the Indisn tribes &nd the men of

~

vistile. The fact and manner of the concuest left a per=-

Jo-

manent impression of the superiority of the whilte men.
Speanish blood, pure or diluted in greater or leus degree with
thiet of tlie Indian, conveyed through successive gener=tions
in the new world something that was characteristically
cpanishe. It is therefore a matter of importance to know
what kind of a2 man the Congueror was.

It is of equel importance to understand the Indian.

The rzce that inhabited America when the European came was

not newe. The Indisn seems to heve attained exactly that



crade of economic and social development which made hinm
useful to tiie Spaniard without making him formideble. A

olightly hisher degree of political znd military cepecity
would heve nade the conguest impossible. A lower degres
of economic development would Lave hindered or made impos-
sible the exploitation of the natives for the benefit of
~pain.

The Indien race persisted in spite of oppression.
The centuries 60f humiliation end suffering left their mark.
“ie undoubted benefits of the Spanish system, the higher
crade of culture which the Indian &nd the mixed reace attain-

ed, did not meke them Epanicrds. At the end ol the colonisal

;«
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reriod we find them hospiteble to ideas thet sre not Spanish.
At a later day & Zapotec Indien, Benito Jusrez, appears as
irst stut-sman of Spanish speech Lo separate church and
ttee In the great struggle that followed, when the united
nower of the Fope and thé Irench Emperor had overcome th

resistunce of that part of llexico that was most largely
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i*io Diaz, the son of a half-breed mother, found

~

smong the Indiens of the Osxaca Mountains the soldiers who

saved lexico. Im blood Sypanish america is rmuch more than

o~
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h;lprndian. If it hed been thoroughly Epanish it would
.lave Deen impervious to republicaen and progressive ideess which
Tound ready entrance at the end of the colenial period, and
since thet time.
Spain's government of her colonies is instructive
because of what it failed to do. It is wonderfully im-

pressive beczuse of its vast scale. A system that embraced



so much territory; thet endured for centuries, operating
lize a fatal necessity, almost without change of method or
purpose, and regulating hwran life with a minutenecss that
has never been surpassed, is interesting in itself. Trom

first to lest Spain governed the new world for ner own ben-
efit, ond only incidentally for the benefit of the colonies. v
When her rule ended, lier colonies were incapable of self-
sover nment. She wished to rule & subnmiscive people, &nd no
'aﬁproach to locul self-government could oe permitied.
Her commercial system, & part of her system of govern-
1 is sufficiently iuportant to merit special treat-
ment, was formed whnolly in the interests of Spein. It in-
flicted perpetual poverty on nearly all the colonies, and
the reaction ageinst it was the main cause of ‘Le revolution.
The caurch avpes &ars as a greet fornative and uniiyin
Dower. It converts, »rotects, educates and civilizes. It

has no independent 1life, but moves in its aproiated orbit in

the colonial system. As the agent ol the king it sometimes

protects the Indiecns, and at other tines sanclions their op-
Pression. At the end of the colonial period it is the eneny
of progress. |

One popular institution is imﬁorted to the new world

from Spain. The transplanted Spenish municipality preserves

the form of popular govermnent, znd, in some ceses, manifests

|

ts spirit,. At the end of the colonial i eriod it was the only

ang counld
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rolitical organization through which Spanish Amer

T
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ake action with & semblance of legality, and therefore it

became the basis of the revolutionary governments.



By the contact aad mixture of Spanish and Indian, the
action of the tpanish systenm, and the re-action against it, a
new race and & new culture came into being. It is the object
of tl.ic dicsertation to descrive these races, and the fpanish

colonial system, as they affected the life and ilastitutions of

~Aan- 2 Arians
cle peonle of Anericsa.
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.Chapter I

Concueror, is a

w7110 ticipsted in the

1. ValenzZuela,

Loulh ~merica, by &n

Arreniine, Vol.'l, » 78.
de Rufino Juervo, p 1.
hatred for, itke Spaniard

afpurva, Tombyes 1o
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Viecinos, Congquiste

Quiiote
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ich the word "Concusctador’, or

tern. It designates the man

con t of tiie lands called
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~vanish America. e is also celled a "Godo", or Goth,
this term being ‘one of insult. t is common to speak of
the neriod ol Spsnish dominetion as "the era of vlood-and
fire".(1)  The attitude of mind of the American of tpanish
or Iipcnish-Indien descent “toward t::ies progeanitor is one

Of emphetic dislilke. This attitude of mind hes been

& matter o7 CO“ulQOqule importaace. It is explained,

iZ wot justified, by the cuaracter of the Coagueror, and

by the circumstances of the Spaaish rule. A warrioy and
governing class ruled in America till forced out of it.(2)
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ronm beginaing to end it remsined alien and un-imerican.

There zre few exceptions to tihe rule Thiat tle

-~ o gy - [ o T sA —op™a 2 - . A 5 Y - .
Jongueror wes a Spanlard, wihich is somewhat remerkable

vy e e z & N e AR 4 S K S s EER N b e T LRI =, Vi & A
wilcil we consider thrat the concuesty 100z plece in tiie relgn

ATy

0f Charles V, wio ruled over a number of ringdems deside

Li:o8e of Spain. Toreign influence in the period of coun-

guest and colonization was very iitile.(l) Tie Conquerors
came frori Castile rather then from tlhe IJorth. Wherever

e came from, the Spsnish type is ome. It is African
rather than Europeean. There is no structural dilference
betwe the inhebitant of soulliern and ceatrsal Spain and
the inhigbitant of lLorocco.(2) The Spanish EBmpire was
2=tablished by men like t':ose of the Atlas, brown, dolico-
cephalic, funatical and cruel. lental effini 1o the

the Cid, who was

the great popular hero of Spain, is in title and life a
1. 0f Germans, we have Alfinger and Federman in

Vvenezuela, and Scluiaiedel 'in La Fluta; Pedro de Candis was

Greek; Ambrose 0'Iiggins, Viceroy of Peru, was Irish;

o
C

.') < . 9 A g T \ .
—enzoni, author of e"History of the New iorld", weas Italian;

~antiejo Liniers, Viceroy of Buenos Lires, was Freanch; a.

-

flening, John De Witt, was consecrated first Bishop of Cube

but dia not cross the ses.
- 4
B Ripley, "Races of Europe". Calderon, "Latin
america", p 41. There is a good characterization of 4he

Qy,
\./

"')

anish Congueror in W. H. Rancroft, Vol. VI, Chapter 1.

?



.oorish chief with & slight Christien disguise. As a

«

result, the Spanish-imericen Empire was a caliphate; that

)

is, it had a monareh who was absolute in church and state.
In both cpheres the Spaniard showed a fanatical loyalty.
Among the men of the Conguest there was manifest

an indomiteble energy, a dauntless courage, and & spirit

of enterprise that lared *the immossibvle. The Conguest
ic a vemerlable exhibition of the powers of the individual

ran. However the fact may be explained, Spain produced

)

rom her worulation of five or six millions an astoaishing
number of grest men«(l)

One reason for this is that there wes in Spain a
sort ol cult of rebellious and exuberant energy; e ten-
dency to be dominated by personalities rather than ruled
by laws. This teadency is explanatory of much in Spenish
American zistory.(2)  The long war with the loor was ter-
mineted by the fall of Granada in 1492. ‘This war produced
& reece of soldiers which et that tinme had no equal. The

1. In 1541, the population of Spain was 6,777,000.
Zebler, quoted by Xeller, "Colonization“, p 189.

2. "In Spain we s-e the triumph of those militery
¢nd political organizations in which the individual Tinds
tlhe greatest freedom; in the people, the tribe, the guerrillg
band. The cult of rebellious and exuberant énergy is gen-

P
eral”, Calderon, "Latin America"™, p 85.



Spaniard wes surprisingly indifferent to death. e had
1ittle ectecem Tor the 1life of otlers, inflecting slaughter

without mercy or compunction of conscience, but we must

do him the justice to say thatl he apparently esteemed his
own 1life aluost s little zs he did that of olhers. This
was partly due to his fanatical belief. He was sure of

Zeaven, and Ieaven w&s a de cble place. Je was careful

of the rites by which Heaven was 1o be gaiuned.

For his cburage there was also a sound phyéical
basis. Where &ll fouzht, a process of natural selection
weeded out the weske. Also, he was always in training.

To wear‘the.armor and bear and use the arms of a fighting
nan required a special physical development and skill. The
Conqueror was s great fighting maen. This is a matter of
importence, as his-empire was established fully as much
because of his nersonal prowess a2 Lecause 0f ‘his superior
STMS . Anong Americsn Indians the tendenty was for them
chigf fighiter to rule. The Spanish leader of that time was
& soldier as well as a general. Exemples are numerous and
exceptions are few. When Cortez took the ﬁlace of lionte-
zuma, and Pizarro that of A%ahualpa, in each case a gréat
war chief was succeeded by a beiter gme. A seneral of

the modern type could not have dominated the Indian mind

as these two Spanish leaders did.(1)

1. Valor was the loftiest virtue; no position

under the government was civen to eny but approved soldiers.



The Epaniard of four centuries ago had so:xe

copacity for invention end adgpting himself to circum-

<

gvonces. Fe seldom failed to rise to the level of new

4
73]

conditions. This is illustrcted by two notable exploil

in ship-building; that of 3a1boa, th_bﬁilt the first

:1ps on the Pzcific, and that of Cortei, whO'built ships

on the llexican lake to aid in his final attack on the city.(1)
That the Conqueror was & man of exceptional cruelty,

end that his cruelﬁy.entailed consecuences wilch have lasted

1ill the nresent time, is cupported by conclusive evidente.(2)

we find proofs of humanity, but we generally find them in'

tlie laws made in Spain for the government of the colonies,

and the attemnts of priests to protect the Indizns. At

nome ne was fomiliar with suffering and death. Incursions

into tlie land of the lloor belfore the concuest was completed

b N ' ‘ . 3 . . N
18d cruelty and maccacre as their ordinary incidents. In

(n1-p4) The king could not receive his crownltill he had
taien cartives with nhis own hand. Sancroft, "History of
Lexico™, Vol. IX, pp 400-401. Varlize exploits of Cortez,
(seme) pp 434, 477, 621. |

' e Hglps, Vol. I; pp 292-295; Prescott, "Concuest
ot ilexico", Vol. II, 175-409,

2. "Hine-tenths of all their cruelties were com-

Nitted undér the conviction that what they did was in the
line of duty, and that” to refrain from doing so would have

been mo kindness". Bancroft, Vol. VI, p 30.
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leatre (1) Iz &pzin ioorish slaves

avounded, end waatever tie law may hove been, tae rizht

of a Spaniard

I

to kill e ..oorisi clave was provavly never

cuestioned. On coning to tle new world, tue oSpaniard

epes ct
VOwlD

lic o

Zrecd Irom certain restraiants of goverument wnd -

S daais

~iaion, -nd 1is evil (ualities developed under the

suddexnly atlein 2boolute pover over tie lives and
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ToDerty o v.eir Tellows, witl: disustrous resulis to

0 Tie Congueiorc.(s)
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-6 nornel neture, mey be gtudied in the liwvés of ncay

1187 v

«0r seekziag o forsune. oy tils meant he bvecome o notle,
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Ty 1E

L alreudy noLle, escaned tlie fate of ciniziag ianto

lgnovle clacs. In Srain "rico hombre", "rich man", wsas

2 tiy

tle of nobility.(4). o man ever decerved nokility

1. Lea, "The lloriccoes in Spain, » 4.

v

Ba Winsor, "Harrative and Critical Hictory",

De Ircla, deseribed by Lopez, "Iistoris Argentine®
1, p 78. Pedrarias, Helps, "Spanish Conguest"™, Vol.

59.
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Lo DNicohombre, Que pertenecis 2 la wmrimera mohleze

£



nore. than the Cpaniard. Wilh money, it wes eusy t
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wnere one was not Imown, buy & coat of armes, and set up ¢
a noble. Te had thus & great incentive {0 getl the neces-
gsary cold. The determiunation to get money, but not to

woriz for it, gives to the Sronish coacuest the character of
2 vast slove-hunte.

Cvanish settlements were formed where slaves could
be obtcined, wnd novhere else.(l) As'fhe native yopulation
anicrds went on to llexico and

othicy rarts of the mainlend, where Indians were abundant.

ney could be hzd for the czcatehinr, there was little.

In the matter of education the £penisrd of the six-

teenth century stood well, when compared with the zen of

ls wze. It wes the golfen agze of Cpanish. learning snd 4
literx ;iu*e Naturally the Conguerors were not generally

recruited fron the learned class. Ve have a few notices

0Z tiie medical profecsion. awyers receive frequent cnd
most uncomplimentary meation.(2) The clergy of the age of

Ximenes were more learned than they have ever been tcince

(ne-p6) de Bspeha---(iho. belonged to thehighest
20bility of Epsin). Rodriguez Havas; Diccionario.
1. An example is "the lost éity of Zsteco".
Ihe regson for deserting-the site is given by Lopez, "His-
O0rie Argentina", Vol. 1, pp 194-195.

2. "One thing I supplicate ;our Highness, to give



The CTonguerors produced o comsideraule literature. (2)
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Tichiting in the rasnizm, end sonetimes hovering in tie )

i and discorfitiang the Iadiazn host with spiritucl light-
ks B B wonder woriing images gvounded, usually appecring

in a mysterious manter. One of tlece, the Virgin of

Lujdﬁ, is still ia exictence, and is Dbelieved by tle credu-
lougs to cure &1l Xinds of disecuses.(2) PleJ“ a8 exhibited
Z, fe:formance of ceremonies, and
Laywent of tithes. Thae Pope'nas on ecrth the place oI
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+0d" 2nd rmust be obeyed.(5) He 12d given tle new world
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v0 The faithful, and was thought to conderm oo rwich
rercy to wabelievers.

1. It was called a crusade. In the ceveutesent:
century there wus s3ill an 0f7ice of the Crusade in Chile.

~2e the cceount of the Count of Sierra 3ella, ia "layoregg 50s

G I have scen t':ic 1mage. The wells of the ten-
Ple are covered with the offerings of tlose who 1ave been
nealed. Another rientioned by Xeene, "Central cnd south

ﬁmerlca Vol. 1 P 14 - (Fote & on pege 10).
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The Congueror was loyel to the king, and, in spite
of frecuent excmples of bad faith, he wes fairly lojyel 1o
his chiedf. In bus ss matters he usually kept his word,

4.

perihcuns becsuse renudistion of debis was @ somewxhat difficult

yey 4 de
il U .

0f sexusl morality he had none. he consequences
gnpeared promptly, and were lusting. There were narriages

o

between Sypanicrds and Indian women, but the ordinery connect-
ion was unsanctioned by the church. Perhops the most re-
markable case is that of Iralﬁ, first Governor of Paragua&,
who nmarried seven daughters of an Indian chief, snd allowed
iers to have two wives each.(l) .Thus the mestizo
, and the characteristic Spanish Americsn type he
its beginning.

Such was the man who won & new world for Spain, and
in connection with the Indian, brought ‘into being a new race

With & mournful pest and an uncertain Ffuture.

(n3-p9) Calderon de la Barca, "La Cisma de
Inglaterra™.

1. Cortes left OLfSpfiﬂg by at least four Indian
woren., For the matrimonial errangements of Iralé, see

lloses, "Establishment of Spanish Rule% p 195.



Chapter II

The Indian

The Svaniard conguered the islands in and around
the Caribbean Sea, the istiamus of Pansma, the highlands
of Mexico and Peru, and the lands thet could be made
tributary to these territories. In estavlisning his
empire he took up a work of civilization that had been
begun by the Indians, and its sphere of action was lim-
ited to the kind of Indians which composed the lexican
end Peruvien kingdoms. Attempts to settle within the
limits of what is now the United States had very slight
success, except in llew Mexico. In that reéion the
Pueblo Indians were incoroorated into the Spanish em-
pire, ﬁhile the Anaches and Liavajos were not. At the
-sduthefn end of the empire we have a similar sharp line
of division drawn between the Indians of the central
valleys of Chile and the Aramcanians south of the Bio-

bio. The empire hsd for its basis a settled, agri-

‘ cultural populatibn, and where egny other kind of Indians
Was found, they were either exterminated or left uncon-
ouered. The natives of the islands, unable to beer the
Spanish que, defend themselves, or flee, disappeared.
The araucanians and “avajos maintained their independ-

‘ence in wars which lasted for more thun two centuries.

Primitive agriculture begins on the table-land.

In imerics & tsble-lend suitsble for agriculture extends



from northern liew llexico to central Argentina and Chile.

It is broken =t +~ehuantepec and Pansma, but there is a
large vlateau between the two isthmuses. In Mexico,
the plateau of Anahusec, where the City of lexico is lo-
cated, nhas an area of 69,000 sguare miles, and is from
6000 to 8500 feet above the level of the sea. Tor 420
miles north of the City of llexico the altitude does not
drop below 6000 feet, and even as far north as E1 Paso
»the bed of the kio Grande is 3700 feet above the sea.
South of Pansma the altitude of the capital cities shows
that & moderate climate i:c enjoyed even in the tropics.
Cardcas is 3000, Bogotd 8500, Quito 10,000, Cuzco; the
0old Inea capital, 6000, and La Paz 11000 feet above the
Sea. In all these regions the greater vnert of the land
consists of high vlateaus. (1) On these there was a

vopulation fit for subjection to Spain.

(1) A. 3. Keene, Central and South America, decribes
the physical geography of lexico, Central and South america,

and its relation to ethnology. A réference to any of the
countries dominated by the Spaniards shows a culture simi-

lar to that of llexico snd Peru.
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They were fit becasuse they could produce an acund-
ant supply of food. Their most important food-plant
was maize. This is one of the most productive of cereals.
There were no domestic animals thet could be used, or at
least that were used, in tilluge, and it was therefore a
matter of importance that hand-cultivation was excellent-
ly adapted to the production of maize. Tools and methods
of cultivation, among the more advanced peoples, were such
that good crops were produced. (1) It is uncertain how
many acres one man could_cultivate, but & crop of from one
to two tons of food to the acre gave security for a large
Population. More than one crop & year could be grown in

meny places. (2)

(1) On corn cultivation by the Aztecs, see Bancroft,
History of llexico, Vol. II, p 348. Gomara says of Tléécala,

"They have no other riches or crop but maize, which is their

bread."
(8) "In Wexico two annual crops (of maize) are raised,

each sveraging 60 bushels to the acre;" Keene, Central and

South america, Vol II, p 80
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The New 7orld hes enother food-plant that supple-

ments maize; it will grow where maize will not. In

warm countries the potato will grow only &t high ele-
vations. (1) Ross found potatoes growing on the divide
between Leke Titicaca and the Amazon basin, &t &an al-
titude o? 14, 170 fest.(2) Under fair circumstances the
potato produces two hundred bushels to the acre. It is

a poor food, but there is a laurge surplus for the culti-
vator. It was indispensable to the founding of the Inca
empire. The ~ymaras and Incas haed their beginning @ the

bleak Collaso, where nothing but the potato would grow. (3)

It is not nroteble that & large part of the country was

populated . ~ the limit of its food-supply. Some of

it was.

(1) Exveriments &t the iew Mexico igricultural College
show that it will not grow in that state beglow 7000 feet.

(2) South of Panema, p 63,
(3) Prescott, Peru, p 84.

In many parts of Americe the cacao was an important food,

but was not as important as corn and potatoes.



De terruced nouvntains of the Urvambe Velley, near Cyzeo,
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to lexico, it is not probeble that rnmelh land was left un-
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cvl”ivated on tihie pleteau of Anshuac, since ralftc covered

th served as gardens for vegetutles on the llexican

lolze. () Cholula, according to Cortes, 1icd no spot of
ground that wos mot cultivated.(3) i native writer,
Ixtlilcochi‘o, says "Even the steep mountal s were occupied
&g sovm Tieldus N<4) Ag the whole corn=-crop oFf liexico w:o

T Human consumpticn, sueh cultivation would iadicate
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larze »orulation, and one at least ecuclly large rmst have

1. e wells our Hae audencs are rade of rougn-
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~ivtel ctones, c¢nd are Trow four to £ilt
ancenes narzow a8 the slopes becone steeper, tntil you find
& well Twelve feet high built in order to gein JTor culti-

vation a gtrip of earti not over a yard wide. Surely no-

viere on the zlobe has so much sweat teen paild for a foor of

<

2 Sancroft, Vol. II, p 42

e Zelacioneg, » 7b.

Oy

4, cited by Bancroft, Vol. II, » 346.
5. Spence scsirns to Tlascala 500,000 peovle.
<11 is nweh too hizh. Tlascala -had only about 400 squere

miles of territory. Snennce, "Ancient Tlexico", » 28. Ilor
T I ¥
does ocne readily believe ti.ot the Uity ol llexico contained 300,00@

A’ »
People, tlou~h tkis is poscible. Gomrra geys it contained 60,000
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nisrds

houses.

ol the causeways

Wwas urowd enon~™ to cllow ten nen

&ureuct,

2riart,"The iztecs", p 8

2. It was 378 fcet long,
platqum was reacned by 340 steps.
¢ley and esrth, covered with stone

#

“pence, "Ancient Mexico", p 110.

Se lontezuma had a. great

Courts, meny large halls, and more

the

the stupendous =
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llexico or Peru was less numerous

nd palaces of thie Aztec capitl
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even i:iles long, aad
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300 wide, wnd tle upper
It was composed of ruvble,
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labs cemented with gypsum.

palace built, with three
than 100 small rooms. The
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e these were

-

e on & ~raunder sceale. The most important of
Tie great road from Cuzeo to wuito, the Tortress tlLet over-
lookzed tie capitel, and the city itself. The fortress was
so large thet one of its sides measured twelve hundred feet
in length, and tie citadel had room for five thousahd sol-
diers.  The Peruvians handled stounes of enormous size.(1)

Tlie Indiens wvere accustomed to seeing large bodies of men

'l

telzen from theilr homes and districts at the call of the

riuler and erpployed for iis-profit. The system for gathering
and suprorting these ermies of laborers was created before
vie coming of the Spaniard.(2)

Politicel orgenization nad reach:d a degree of com-

pleteness that wes of great service 1o t:e Concueror. The

-~

mase of the population was subject to a warrior class. In

w.ezico pover wes céntralized in three c: nfederated cities.

(1n3-pl6) roof of the buildia~r was o7 carved cedar,

€14 "le walls were covered with slabs of jesper or merble.

Clort, "AztecB', p 92.

1. Cieza de Leoxn, chapter 82, 106. The Spariards

~

were great builders, and used .the Indisns far tlLat purpose. /
Prescott, "Conquest of llexico", Vol. .III, »p 239-240. "Con-

gest of Peru". p 332.

2 . "AlY the mines in the Xkingdom belouged 4o *the

~

ke Liey were wrou it exelusively for his benefit, by per-

= e
e Le

&)

2D L

o8 fuuilisr with.this service". ZPrescott, "Conquest of Peru' .p 324



lexico was tlhe chief of the tiwree cities, and held 870 towas

\

g5 Ler TPibivariesS. Theze. towas pzid tribute to the exteat

0l 7 irty ver cent of their producis. aztec nobles rcsided in
tle subject towrs and coilected the trilute.(l) Iﬁ Zeru

te rocecs oF centrulization hed gore Tartler than in ilexico;
tle  overnnient of the towns cné districts wag by officers

Senv v The cupiial. T.e Inces hicd destroyed &ll local
inde-sndence, snd esteblislied & compulsory cystem of indus-
fre, (8] Iadicn rvle wac one of terwor. The ppani&:d

fruesed Zhis important fact szd used it for iis purnose. e

o~ FOR ) < S o Ay . e S 1 S A - 1
cust down the imazes of the gods, slew the priests, and dis-

rosed of 1l.e wer-chiefs by illing them.(3)  The method was
elfective. o seorle ever suffered zrealer oppression than
“eruvians, but Jrom tie altempt of Inca Ilanco to take

“t.zzo in 1535 111 the uprising under Tupac Amaru in. 1780

1. Bancroft, Vol. II, pp 235-237.
2o Payne, "History of Arerica™, Vol. II, pb4.
o NI, T A oan Y ' .
Va tlhie military supremascy of the Azlecs, sce Spence, "Ancient

nm.

LGxico", up S7-40. Oan the military claess, 3iart, "The

o~

B Jortes hanced Xicotencatl, the zreat war-chief

2.7

0l Tlascala, and Custemotzin, Iing of

S e .
tine llexricans. These were
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tiie Indien nade no atterpt 4o free Tiimself.(1) In

-exico nearly thiree hmundred Jears were to nasg before

2

ann Indian geaersl with an Iadian army Faced the white

ron in batile.(2)  As the Indian povulation was sed-

s L = A & 5

entary end egricultural, it couwld not escave from the Span=-

a3

iaxrd. Tven tlhose on the edre of the plateau could
pefokv :o down into the ot lunds and live in the jungle.
eing unable to figzht or rum ewey, suodmission wes the
course left.(3)

nish goverament to -

| o)
[ 4]

It was the ovject of the Cp
cceuire wealth thot could be sent to Spain, and would
10t cormete with home industries. Tow well this pur-

Dose was acconplished is shown by a ulnrwlar document.

(s
"

enterber 9, 10628 the Duteh Aduirel Hein captured

T e d-

tiie ZPlate Fleet of Spein in the harbor of latenzas, -

1. His submiszive attitude toward *“e whilte wman

o <
€

odsy is shown by"ives sin Hido", by Senora Clarinda Latto

de Turner, Ross, Louvh of Panarma, p 73, and "Slevery in

Peru" , House Documents, Vol. III, 62nd Congrecs.
&« Glerrero,in the war of independence.

3.  Cieza de Ledn, Chapter XIII.
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mow corpletely

of Lpuin colonigl empire was devoted to the
T 30ld and silver.(2) Spain's exploitetion

11 nuutan

Plate Fleet= Silver Pleet, plsta being

n word Tor silver.

The list is
135 wounds of gold.
of

177,537 pounds silver.

indigo.

7,961 pieces ol logwood.
735 chests of coclieneal.

e

SU.éu.I [}

of

"Cambridgce lloderan Iistory"™. Vol. IV, p 706.
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Chapter III

THE SYSTEL OF GOVERNLENT.

The systen of goverament ofthe Spanish colonies
% 5 LA

2gd Zor its-basis the absolute authority of the king.

(30

~.:e two zreat features of Spanish colonisl policy were

&bsolute political countrol and monopolistic priv

H-
o
(0]
02

o

.
B

industry and trade.(l) This stetement must be qualified;
tliere is abundant evidence that Spsnish sovéreigns attempt-
ed to nrotect their Indisn Subjecté against the rapacity -
and cruelty of %he Spaniards, thoush the needs of +4h
trecsury sometimes nude even the best of them lax in the
cnforcement of the laws.(2) They interposed their roysal
authority between the percisient wrong=-doing of their
o

vranish subjects and the defenceless inhabitants of +1

aew world, sometimes with good results, but ordinarily the

1s lioses, "Establishment of Spanish Rule". p 8,
<he 6£ject of Spanish rule "was to keep the colonies in &
stete of blind dependence on Spain, and so to extract all »osS=-
8ible advantages Trom their possession". Valenzuela,
"Iistoris de Chile", P 7. ~ 7 |

2. Roscuer, "Colonial System", P 4. Bancroft,

Vol. VI, p 255.
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edict of the distent sovereign was e&esily evaded.(1l)

One reason for this cmall result from good intentions
and good luvs was the abcence of the king. lo Span-

ish monarch, and no prince of the roysl house, ever
visited the kingdoms of Hew E£pain, Peru, Chile w«nd
Hew Granada. The kings of Spain were dependcut on
their subjecte for informetion on which to base their

.

laws, snd for instruments to execute their commends .
Of the great Code of the Indies Valenzuela cays "Al-
most zll these laws were sent forth becuuse of sugges-
tions made by the servents of tpain in the colanies".(2)
Considering their circumstances, it is &« mat-
ter of surprise that even such kings as Charles V
(Charles I of S€pain) snd Chsrles III were sble to do

&S rmuch as they did. It is probuble that Charles V

hod a better knowledge of contemporary American affairs
then eny other Spanish sovereign. The 1list of his
1. "They »rotested eernestly, and fir the

langth of centuries, but their subjects went theéir way
nd exee uted their will with the natives™. Bancroft
Vol. VI, p 259.

2. "listoria de thile, p 30.  This code, com-
monly cuoted as the Recopilaci&n de las Leyes, was in
10 sence fixed &nd final. Hot only was it subject to

constent change by the Council, but viceroys and "sudi-

enciac® in Americs took liberties with it.



labors chows that h2 gave a conscientious care to his

iV =

(0]

American dominions.(l)  As he was king duri.g th

1qm~
Al =

(0]

(W]

for ative period, we must sttribute to him
rnessure of the good, and a comparatively smell messure

iad

of the evil, that ceme from the colonial system. It

[0}

xisted as established by him till it wss reformed by
Charles III.(2)

The king governed Americe, as he governed
Caftile, through & cowncil. This body, called the Vv
Council of the Indies, weas created Auguét 1, 1524.
It sat at ladrid. Its jurisdiction extended to every
department, civil, military, ecclesiastical, and .com-
mercisl, and no other council in Spain had any juris-

diction over any matter connected with the new world.(3)

O

e ] -
ent, & grend

n
e
[e3}

“he Council was comrosed of & pre

iates, who must be

Q

X &880

e

chencellor, and a2t least s
men learned in the laws. There was also a"fiscal]

or prosecuting cttorney, two secretaries, and a deputy

1. Helps, "Spanish Conguest", Vol. IV, p &18.
2. Moses, "Ers of Emancipation”, p 48. Roscher
’ 9’

Buckle, "History of Civilization", pp 93-95.

o]
o
(o]
.

s Bancroft, Vol. VI, pp 255-519. Solozano,
"Ciyded Indiana™, Vol. II, p 394. lMoses, "Establishment
of f{penish Rule", p 18. The exact date of the foundig

0f the Council is uncertsain. Helps, Vol. II, p 18.
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ellior, who rust &1l be men oI nobdle blood zn

o
c..an

morals. In addition tlhere were vurious

N

o
=
-]
M
=
I8
Ho
o

subordinate officiels, including & lawyer end a "pro-
curzdorfor attorney for poor suitors. All ordinences
-

rust receive the approval of two-thirds of the members

0of the council before being presented to thie king for

his saprrovel. Three menbers coanstituted & cuorum.
A1l bulls and indulgences issued by ti:e Pope must pess
tarowh the Council of the Indies, which had full
sutiiority %o reject them.(1)

The absolute authority of the ing snd his
council might be represented ia tiie new world by a
viceroy, =nd "audiencia", sn ”adélantado", or & cep-
tain?:eneral. An "adelan ado" wes a concueror of new
1snds, and Lecause of the fact, he received the go?ern-
ment o7 f:eﬁ.(&? An "gudiencia" waos @ court, but
executive, legislative and judiciezl «functions were not

clearlr sevarated.(3) S0 it might act s a council
1 Bancroft, "Central America'", Vol. I, » 280.

2 "sdelantade™, from "adelantsr", to sdvance.
Alversdo, who conguered Guatemala, and Almagro, who in- .
vaded Chili, were "adelantandos".

Se "Audiencia“, usually a court of appesals.

Its judges were "oidores". \
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Tor the viceroy or captain-general; or its nresident
mizht serve as governor. Por & long time it wss the

laww that in case of the death of the vieceroy, the pres-

ident,or in case of his death, the senior member of t

]
(0]

"audiencig® succeeded "ad interim".(1)

The viceroy pocsessed the entire royal authority

in the territory over which he ruled. The ceremonial
maintained by him was pompous in the extrene. He

~athered round him a court eppronriate to the representa-
tive of the sovereign. He was commgnder of the army,
e surreme executive, and had large legislative nowers.

“hough bound to consult the"eudiencia" on many matters, .—

the decision rested with himself. He had the appoint-
meint of many officials, includiang the clergy. In case

07 & veemancy in the office of parish priest, he aprointed
one of the cendidate® named by the bishop.(2) The hisher
0fZices in church and state were reserved by the Zing
Zer 1is own aprointment. . The viceroy was not permitted
to remein long in o 'fice. The "sudiencia" kept watch
upon him, snd could correspond directly with the king.

In some cases an appezl might be taken from the viceroy

to the "audiencia", and might be remanded from the "audi-

1. Bourne, "Spain in America", pp 232-234.

2o Roscher, p 23.  Bancroft, Vol. XI, p 527.
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eacia" to the Couacil of the Indies. The viceroy

wag president of the "audiencia", which was considered

& seperate office with a separaté salary. He had no
vote except in case of u tie.(1l) In the leter period of
colonial goqernment tne viceroy had tle assistance of
three boerds; the board of administraticn, of wer, snd ~
of revenue. . The last board regulated the expenditures
for *he year, which the viceroy could not exceed.(2)

e exercised the rizht to verdon crinminals within his
dominions, under the same conditions ag the king in
inain. Te could not create offices uor increase sal-

iries, nor extend a term oFf office beyond the point

fixed by lew.(3) America had two viceroyalties during
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.  The vice-

royelty of Uew Granada was estcblished in 1718, and

1", p 209. Roscher, p 25,

1. ~ Xeller, "Colonizeti

&

m

loses, "Eve of Emancipsation", p 55. "If & vicéroy gave
sn order %o & subordinute that was contrary to the law,

the subordinate might znswer, 'I obey, but I @o not com-
pPly', and aﬁpeal to the judges of the audieneial Ld@ez,

Y]

Vol. 1, p 266.

2.. Ldpez, Vol. I, p 266.

S lioses, "Establishment of Spanish Rule",
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included whaet is now Panama,’Cblomb;a, and Venezuelsa.

Buenos Aires was made a vicero:alty.in 1776, The earlier

viceroyszlties were Mexico snd Peru, und the néﬁer ones o

were created from the territories of Peru.(l)
These"kingdoms" were divided into provinces,

viich had their*govérnors and "audiencias", though a .

governor might rule a province without being associated

with ¢n "eudiencia", and in other ceses there was no

arpointed governor, the president of the "sudiencia®

ecting in thet csapacity.(2) In any case the "audiencialy

where there was one, was to keep the viceroy informed

of the affairs o7 the province, =nd keep a watch on the
goveraor.(3) The governor wes always nresident of the

“audiencia™, where there was an "sudisncia" &nd a
Fovernor. In districts where there was no "audiencia",

the governor hed a lawyer as an assessor, =nd the

1. Keller, p 309. The commission df a vice-
roy is given by loses, "Eve of Emencipeation", pp 38-40.

2. lMoses, "Establishment", p 65. "The chief
tribunel in Plate is that of the "audiencia", whose
President has the titles of governor and captain-genersl
of the province". "Noticiss Secretas", p 144,

3. loses, "Bstablishment", p 72.
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cabildo of the cupitel city scted as his council. (1)
The sdninistretive officers of provincisl dis-
+riots were called "alceldes meyores", or greater "al-
caldes", to distinguish them from the ordinary "glcel-
des" of the cities. These were generally uppointed
by *the viceroy, #nd had executive =s well &s judicial

authoritye. The government of the districts, called
”pértidos”, was closely cornected with that of the
municipalities. The "regidor", or chief cf police,
of the city, was frecuently chief of & sort of volun-
teer police force, called the Brotherhood (Hermesndsd),
which, in csse of emergency, enforced order in the

dis

+

rict. In the more remote and unsettled regioﬁs
the enforcement of law was put in the hends of a pro- ¢
vost, (preboste), who was givén ample powers. He pur-
sted criminals anywhere, and tried and executed them
vhen caught, without having to give account to anyone.(2)
On the judicisl side this course was long &nd.no doubt
herd to follow.  The city judge ("alcalde") was the
judze of first instance. From him there was an appeal
1.. .Légeﬁ, "Historia Argentiﬁa“, Vol. I, p 267.
- Lgbez,"Historia de Argentina", Vol. I, p 267.
The provost was called "Preboste de Alts Justicia"; that
is, he exercised "the high justice, the middle aad th

lowm,
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to the "alcalde mayorf or superior judge,. of which there were

twvo hundred end forty-two in llexico in 1786. Above

these district judges were the supreme courts, or

audiencias, of which there were eleven in Spanishl. Americs.

From the audiencia an apreal might be taken to the

Council o7 the Iandies.(1l) The audiencié of llexico

conricted of twelve civil and six criminsl judges; and

wag divided into three sections of six.judges eache.

Bach judze went on circuit once in three years to in-

vestigate civil, crimincl, and ecclesiasticel matters.(z)’
At the expiration of a term of office, en in-

guisitiop into the officiai's record was made. This

wes called the "residencia".(3) A residencia might be

ordered by the king before the expiration of & term of

ol fice. The inguiry was conducted by one man, and in

the cose of high officers he was sent from Spain for

Hy

_that pﬁrpose, frequently with arthority to inflict
capitel pnuaishment. Residencias of inferior officers
Vere talzen by officiels sent out by the supreme.coﬁrts.
Wien the revresentative of %he Iing came to tulte the
recidencia of a viceroy he summéned all who had com-

o b

Plaints to appear. A11 public records were open 1o him.

Lo Bancroft, Vol. XI, pD 552—541-545. As an ex-
ample of how euthority would sometimes ecowwmlate in the heads
Of one man, the presiding judge in Panamavin 1587 ccted s
attorney for‘both'the plaintiff and the defendant. Oviedo,
Cited by Bancroft, "History of Central America", Vol. II, p 58.

(lotes 2 and 3 on page 30)
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Tis incuisition was of doubtful value . It is gener-
ally condermed Ly those who heve written about it.(1)

S o

ted unchanged till it wes re-

“ormed by Charles III. The creation of a linistry of
the Indies and Cormerce subordinated the cowncil of the
Indies to the pgovernment of Spain(2) In Americs the

wniricldy provinces were diminished in size, =nd were
ruled by ‘intendant-governers wio were brought into
rore direct relations with the nome govermment then

hed been the case with the 0ld zoverners.(3)  The -

ficers, or Malceldes

Hh

district administrstive o
mayores", haeving in many cases degenerated into ty-
ronts, were abolished, and officers cslled "sub-

delegudos™, or subsltern magistrates, were eprointed,

(n2-p29) Bancroft, Vol. XI, p 541. (n3-p29)
+1e officiel must reside in the place wiere he had held
0ffice t1il1 tle inguiry was completed.

1. Telps, "Spenicsh Conguest", Vol. III, Cheap.

5. Moses, "BEve of Emancipation", p 55.

ITI.
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218 subjected to close restrictions. This last chance

not produce the results expectied, as the sub-dele-

4.7

gedos proved more rapscious than The glcaldes.(1)

The greatest defect of the »volitical system was v

ite perasitic character. The chief function of the

4.1

0 produce revenue for the Spanish

ck

colonial empire was X
Ting. The imperialistic policy of Charles V and Philip
IT banizrupted Spain, and through the whole period of colon-

izl rule the Spanich treasury demanded every dollar thet
counld be scueezed out of the colonies. A11 efforts at -
relorm were helpless before ti:is insistent demand. A

ro7.1 decree to betier the condition of the Indians misght

be sent out, but the viceror who received it knew thot

H
H

obedience involved a diminution of the roy:l Zifth of
the £0ld end silver produced, he was at liberty to dis-
Obey. It is impossible to estimate with accuracy the
total revenﬁe wiich the king received from the mines;
the monopolies, such as that of tobacco; the produce of
royal domains; tithes, annates, snd the sale of offices

and titles, and taxes, direct and indirect, of every im-

o)

£incble kind. The "fish-net tex", (alcevala) is worthy .

0f special mention. This tax was introduced into Spuin

1. At least in Mexico. Humboldt, "Political

Bscay", Vol. I, p 195.
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b the Arabgs, and was a favorite because of its value as

a producer of revenue. It was a tax on cales, and goods

of every kind were caught in the net. According to the
Eecopilaciéh de lzs Leyes (Code of Laws), the alcavala was
twvo per cent, but this seems to have been the minimum. In
Tucuméh, in the viceroyalty of Buenos Aires, it was two per
cent on the fruits of the country, and four per cent on real
estate and imported goods. In Peru and llexico it was for

2 Time four wer cent in the frontier districts, &nd six per
cent in the more deﬁéely ropulated provinces. In llexico it
was finally raised to fourteen per cent.: From this tax the
Indians rére exerpt. It was one of the worst taxes ever in-
vented, and must have heen a practical prohibition of many
1es of cormerce. (1)

The voloniel system was parasitic in enother way; it gov-

erned throush an 2¥my of Spanish officials to whom America was
L]

& foreisn 1lond. It does not seem that the selaries nzaid these
officiclc were evcessive, as & rule. They constituted a class

wiaich was held together by common interests, and ther were fa-

(1) Tumboldt, Political Essay, Vol 1, D 198. Documentos
vars le Iistorie Argentina, Vol. 1, pp 25, ff. The Cubans
mede =n effort to evzde the alcevala in.the sale of lsnds, by
leasing them perpetuslly, so that the lease could be inherited

or cold. The

it

v

ring ordered that any lease for = longer term

rears be trested a&s & sale.
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vered by the mqther coeuntry in every way. Security against
punishment fer oppressien and fraud was feund in class-leyalty,
and the cemmunity ef interest between the criminal and his
Judge. There was ne system of edﬁcation fer civil service teo
fit the Spaniard fer a pesitien in the new werld, Instead,
he frequently beught the effice, and leeked upen it as a spec-
ulatien. 0f 160 vicereys, eonly feur Were net Spaniards. (1)
One of these was the Irishman, O'Higgfhs, whese genius feor
government made him vicerey eof Péru, ené whese career has ne
parallel in the histery eof Spanish America. Anether was the
Frenchman Liniers, whese geod fortune as a soldier in resisting
the English was rewarded with the pest of Vicerey.of Buenes |
dires. The t'ird was the great Mexican, the Marquess ef Casa
T uerte, the only creele whe ever ruled as vicerey in the land
of his birth. (2)The fourth was the great lexican, Juan Jesel
Vertf%, : Vicerey of Buenes Aires. In chufch and state,
end down te the lewest grede of officials, much the same state of
effairs existed. All the offices except those of the cabildes /¢
and the militis were the exclusive property of the Spaniard. |
This system of rule was subject to the défegts of
personal govérnment. The laws rhight be codified, but the
next edlct of the king or the Counclil of the Iniles might set
-aside an important law of the code. The rule of an o"ficial ’
clué: responsible only to & distant sovereign had an

arbitrary and despotic character. - Whetever the let‘er of the

law might have been, the real law in any particular case

1, Valenzuela, "Historia de Chili™, p ~4.

2 Roscher, p ©5.



was simply the commandment of the local representstive of
Spain.(1) It must have been inexpressibly galling to v
colonials, who were —erheps the sons of Spanish rulers, or
men ponsented of wealth and titles of nobility, or men of
talent for adninistrastion, to be shut out of nublic employ-
ment by foreigners, ignorant of coloniel affeirs, indiffer-
eat to colonisl interests, and often incolent to the last
derrce. It is not surprising that when Buenos'Aires raised
the standard of revolt, this exclucion was stated o be

one of her chief zrieveances. In native ability the -
Arceatine lcaderS,Puéyrredon, Moreno. end Rivadavia, ere
superior beyond sll comperis:n to Sobremoﬁte and Cisneros,

‘he vicsroys whom Spain sent to rule them.(2)

1. "Representatives of a despotic king, they were
themselves absolute in the exercise of their functions, making.
their caprice or their interest preponderate over the precepts
of +the law. Mustefs, like the Xkxing, of the ﬁéw world, con~
cucrors and lords of her people, they dominated .over +liem accord-
in~ to their wili, and 1eld in their hands the 1life a“d well-
veing oZf the coloniéls". Valenzuela, "Historia de Chiié“,~p_58.

2. Bernerdo O'Higgins, the son of the great Vicsroy
0f Peru, discuelified from of “ice by his American birth, pleced

himself a% the head of the Chilian revolution, and becaqe the

“irgt ruler of independent Chili.



The good thet might sometimes result from this

s—stem of personal rule is shown by the history of the

I'exxican Viceroy of Buenos Aires, Vert{%. But we shbuldv
note that the exammle of the lexicam s’atesman was not
lost on the bright young men who gg hered in his new and
prosrecsive Collége of San Carlos. The college became
the cradle of Argentine independence.  Vertiz, like Am-
brose O'ﬁi;?ins when the latter was Captain general of
Chili, and o N creater degree than O'Higrins, was an
American statesmen rather than an agent of a foréign.- *
covereign. His i;zf successors were not the viceroys
sent forth from Spain; butAthe men who established en
American govérnment in Buenos Airas.(l) These men were
exceptions to the generel rule of Americans, as Vertiz was
an exception of the geﬁeral rule of viceroys. Argentina
itself was entlrely unprepared for oel;-government and so
was every other Spanish colony. In &1l of them, men &bso
lutely without politiéal experience were, at ﬁhe end of the
‘colonial period, called to form constitutions amd govern
states. One legacy of the Spaenish colonial system was a
political incapacity and inaptitudq from ﬁﬁioh some of the
rcpublicg have risen only &t the cost of terrible struggles,
and in which others still remein.(2)

1. Lﬁhez, "Historia de Argentina", Vol. 1, chap. 38.

e Markham, "History of Peru", p 280.
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A special department of the colonial government’
wag organized and maintained for the regulation of com-
merce, which included all communication between Spain and

.

“he colonies. The institution established by the Spanish

e

tinzss to govern

P

the commerce of the new world was called
the Casca de Contrataciéﬁ, or "India House". This board -
comricted of three royel officers, an arditor, a treasurer,
and a factor, with & president. In adiition there was a
court consisting of three Jjudges, who were lawyers, cnd a
fiscal, or prosecuting attorney; The fwnctions oF “he
oo sections ere sharply defined. If a case wasf origin-
elly brousht in the chamber of direction, and cues .1bns
elonging to the court of justice were develoned in the
cowrse of its consideration, it was immediateiy turmed over
to *he clamber of justice.(1l)

The India House reached its finasl form by a long

nrocers of development. . The decrees for its establish-
ment were published in 1503. For eighty years the whole

mae

businers of the Board was transacted by one body. Till

-

1557 it consisted of only three members, but ut that tine

Je

a president was added, and in 1583 the three judges were

appointed, snd the division of judicial and directive func-

I . ’ .
1. lloses,"Ls Cesa de Contrataciony in Report of

Amerio&n??*uuorlc%luA“"ouldtlon 1894, pp 98-99. (Con. p 37)



tions took place.(1)

37 =

The Indis Fouse weas resronsible to the ting, éither
ectly or throush the Couwneil of the Indies . It
not cubject to the jurisdiction of any of the Sranish king-

d s, in any respect. The connection between Castile and
tiie new world was solely throusih the person of the sovereign.
The new world was the nroperty of the Spanish kings, and
wat manacad by them in the interests of Spain, but the govern
ments of Spain had nothing whatever to do with the go?ern-
ment of the Indies.(2)

The india_“ use uecame a nowerful institution which
¢ netimes had an imvortant influence on Spanish affairs.

to or-~

O

I

“ich Philip II sent &g
For more than

Ty = 37 -y
gs Teville, wii

»
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Je l'oses,
snerica did not belons

hereditary domains of
tiie cortes of Castlle

H.rles

enize and ecuip the creat Armada
ceinst England in 1588.

two centuries the seat of the India
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Tr ey
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ch d a monopoly of all commerce

- .
asa de Contratacion",

asa de Coat~'ta01on" D 93. "Cranish
to Spain, but wes & part of *he

the cov igns of Casctile, with wiich
nad 1ittle more to do Tthan wiith “he

Bourne, "Spein in Anericg",
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withh the new world. In 1718 it was removed to Cadiz, but

“he grstem of limiting commerce to one port of entry was con-

tipned 4111 1765.(1) - Trade was regulated with great min-
uteness. At firs® a ship was allowed 1o cail whenever it

wus ready snd had the proper license, but later it was

: P
allowed to o only in fleets end under escort. ™wo fleeats
were sent annually, one to Porto Bello, on the Isthmus,

and the other to Vera Cruz.(2) All 4rade with Mexico

was therefore through Vera Cruz, and all trade with Zouth
Armerica througn Porto Zello. Ac The fleet made the voyaje

vut once a year, thiere was little room for private enterprise.

-

Tie quality and smount of The goods sent from Spain were
cerefully prescribed.(3) Gold and silver were the chief

S SJV7rt in return, snd the returning fleets came to

O
(O]
o
jSu]

1led the “"plate-fleets".(4)

The India Ilouse had control of the important matter
of enigration to the Indies. It wes wrov1ded in 1511 -tha
any subjéct of Castile, upon entering his name, should be

E

liceased to o This =»rivilege was soon restricted, and

-

tiie Board was charged to see that persons newly converted

1. loses, "Casa de Comtratacidn pp 96-97. lorris,
"Tistory of Colonization", Vol. 1, p 261. liitre,"Belgrano”,
Vol. 1, p 19. |

2 litre,"Belgrano™, Vol. 1, p 19. lorris, "Colon-
izetion", Vol. 1, D 2617

3. Moses, "Casa de Contrataci&hﬁ P 103.

4 From plate---silver.
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fryrm Judasism and lohammedanism, and the descendants o
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those condermed for heresy,
irrate.(1) Anyone violating these provisions was jun-
izhed by confiscation of rroperty, one hundred 1ashes,

snd Herpetusl banizhment from the Indies.  All nmesistrates,
captains; vilots, or other persons aiding in the violation
0Ff these restrictions were subject to cevere penalties.

In +he course of +time the penalties were made more severe.
In +the seventeenth contury both passengers without a 1i-

4

A on 4= el - i ; ) . - ~ o N
cense and the captains who cerried thiem were sent to the

relleys Tor four years, @1d in 1607 it was ordained thf
anT sea=0rlTicer carryinz nascengers to the Indies without

leove should be punished with death. S0 closely did ESpain

~rard the dorors of her American reslms.(2)

A 4o

A merchant was given license to go to the Indies for o
SAT 36 Te&rSe Jo o%ther married man could go without his

“wife, =nd no single woman was given a license. f a men

wes licensed to go to a perticular town, he mﬁst reside tlere.
I e nretended to be going Yo exercise-a cerlain handicraft

he e obliged to follow it. If aay nerson went to the In-

dies without license, =nd was discovered there by the roysl

olficers, his entire property was forfeited to the crown,

1. Evidently this did not always work. For tl.e
oldect Hebraic, if not Hebrew, colony in America, see Ross,
"Couth of Panama, p 1l4.

¥ = . /
2 Moses, "Casa de Contratacion™, pp 112-113.
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save one-fifth, which weat to the informer. It was

the office of the India House to investigate the mora
character of priests and friars, and to exclude ﬁhe un-
WOrtiTe No foreign friar cculd go to the Indies. llo
Triar who returned to Cpain was allowed to zo back, un-
less he could show good cause Zor his return to Ipaine.
lienbers of the religious orders, thus carefully restricted,
‘e cent out at the king's expense, but during their -
vio0le stay in the Indies, the; were unéer fhe orders of the

<7

India House.(1l) 1Ilo foreigmer could trade with the Indies «

witiiout a special license from the king; nor might he be-

come the owner or naster ol a ship. All wro were not
born in Castile, Leon, or Aragon, were foreigners. This

exzcluded the Catalans and llavarrese, though they were the

21 -

Zing's subjectse A violation of this law was punished by
¢eath .nd the forfeiture of goods.  Persons residing in

_ v
the Indies who pnurchased goods from foreigners were returned

ain as prisoners and forfeited half their property.

P 5 |
CO0 2]

w

By a leter law all foreigners residing in the Indies were

exnelled.(2) In order to secure the monopoly of Spain,
that could compete with those of the mother -
comntry, ané all comaierce between the colonies, was pro-

[ 4
1. Moses, "Casa de Contratacion", pp 112-113.

2. lioses, "Casa de Contratacidn", pp 116-117.
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hibited.(1)
It was the duty of the commissioners to dispatch
2ll flcets, and o receive them on their return. Bach

chip was inspected *to see if it was in condition to go to

sea, on@ if it carried the recuired amount of provisions and

Tresh water. The goods allowed to be shipped were sub-
ject 4o careful restrictions. Once at sea, & ship must
10t lecve the fleet "on pain of death and the forfeiture

07 ~o20de! %o the captain. ¥When to ships returned, they

wcre'inspected tosee if they had brought back the men vith
whom they started, snd thet they co ined no unlicensed,
and esnecially hereticél, DETSOie It was strictly »ro-
wibited to bring any Indisn from Americea.(2)

Vera Cruz end Porto Bello becume to the new world . L
what Seville wes €0 Epain. reat fairs were held there
wien the flcets arrived. In Mexico and Peru desalers were
orzenized in clogce COT”Ofuuquoo The supply of goods
wes always less than the demand. Scarcity and high values

vere the aims in view. Profits were someti.mes three hun-
dred »ner cent. Goods worth forty million pesos would be
501d in forty days. As the products the fleets could toke
teck to Srain were limited, the excecs of colonial products

»
1. Mitre, "Belgreno", Vol. 1, p 19. Blackmar,

Spenich Institutions’ p 297.

2. Moses, "Casa de Contrats CLOH" pp 11€-119.



was & total locos. To
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ard

e

ken by the

pan
cell at 211 the colonist must run a fearful geuntletv of
red-tape. The practical recult was the supression of
rmcl: of *he energy of the peopnle.(l)

Under the rule of the Indie Touse, .commerce with
inerica was very limited. It is estimated by Professor
Cairnes thet at its highest the legal traffic of Spain with
her colonies did not exceéd 27,500 tons.(2) In 1555 the
“lecet from Seville cbnsisted oﬁ eight vesscels, and eppar-
ently other vessels stjill sailed to the Indies. In 1573
the two fleets'éonsisted of thirty vessels each. In 1582
the return fleet consisted of thirty-seven ships, which
carried gold, silver, cochinesl, sugar, &nd hides. In
1625, thirty¥fhree siips sailed to Vera Cruz - In 1637
the fleet ‘o .Porto Bello had dwindled to ten ships.(3) The
two—flee systen finelly broke down for lack of merchant-
chips 1o carry the goods, and for lack of a navy to protect

tlienm. In the decline of the Spanish monarchy there wonld

&

be intervals of several years when the ships did not sail.

e last fleets sailed in 1701, and the last great fair et

1. Morris, “"History of Colonization",; Vol. 1, p 262.
Bourng "Spain in America", p 283. Keller,'"uélonizatidnv, D
284, Mitre, "Belgrano, Vol. 1, p 22.

2o Cited by lloses, "Casa de Contratacisnf p 119.

Se Bourne, "Spain in America", pp 286-288.
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Torto Tello toolr place in 1787.(1)

a0 O = P R L -~ - S e e o - = I VYR N R, .
T.ig restrietive policy was rTavored oy t.acre velng

712 wotnible pord. Jor Mexico but Vera Cruz, and by the

s
Tact

e - ~ s .= e o0 Tl o] . o " e

ot the Pacific was a closed se&. T-e Dutch, Znglish end

Trench were alweys loolring for an opening. In 1616, a

4

Duteh eantain nemed William Schouten caugsht sight of th

-

nTomg Ahory thet maric the end of fouth America, and named
i* Czpe Tora, after the city from wiiich he salled.(Z

Loy P Ay = SRR SA T wiy ) A o = T - -
Iitre cars, "This was & memor:zble event, destined to work

o ¢comrercial revolution. T™iis Ffellow-countrymen of Grotius

+he Pacifie, not to fight, but to trede. Waer. he

T o g

counded the Horn", he carried with hiim the doetrine of the

e SeaSe “rom 16£3 to 1636, eight hundred Dutenh

ching, “erowned with caannon, loaded with goods™, reeched tle

 Angd 4

Touth Americean coast, and dominated both nees.(3) The mon=-

4]
&]

onoly of Spain was broken by the guns of Willikens and Iein.

Duteh oitotions were establishied on Talecshuano Bay in south-
/

nili, at Behis,

w

urinam and Curngao. Lt tle came time

Tutel end Baglish oiiips entered ithe Rio de la Plate and toolk

L

~

nogsension of Colonia de Secrameanto on the Banda Oriental,

FR)

onmozite Duenos Aires.(4) Some 0f these posts were hgld

1 Mitre, "Eelgranb“, Vol. 1, p 41.

2 This Dutchmen seems to heve been comewhaet ne-
~lected by Liistorians. He captured Sen Salvador in 3Brazil in
1624, end was illed by his mutinous men. Andrade, "Tistoria
do Brazil"™, p 72.

e Belgreno, Vol. 1, p 33.

B Sande Oriental, the "Bastern Shore",(Con. p 44¢)
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The industries

~overnuente. Burgos,

ufacturing towns. v 1640, the southern provinces of
sein had so declined trhat it was found impogssible to
rmhoce on thiem a nroductive tax. In 1662, an officiel
renort of the cortes to Philip IV stated that feville con-
S amd ol & quarter of ifs ~ormer inhsbitents.(l) The
agw world sunplied with goods from England, Holleng,
Trunce, either directly by smuggling, or indiqectl& by way
of Svanish ports.(2
In the cace of Buenos Aires the India House mede
ite createst effort to cuspend the lews of nature, wnd
sugteined its greatest defeat. It was the best place in
(con. from p43-nd) from wiich the Uruguasyens are

commonly called Orienta

1. Buckle, "X

History of

44 -

and at irreguler ir vals, but

C oIS EeCuence. Trom

of Colombia and Vene-

gnd *the English mude a be-

Aires

H)

tat has changed Buenos

()
»
v

o oy

age into one of the world's great

les.

Civil pr 55-58.

2e "Searcely five per cent of Americen necessities
were Turaished by Spanish manufacturers". (About 1750)
Toscher, "Spanish Colonial System", p 37.
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munication with Europe, convenient as a port of call on
-+

“he way to the Strait of Magellan, ceatre of a vast hydro-

cranhic system, and the natural outlet for the overland

trade of a vast hinterland, the advantages of its situation

wde 1t the natursl emporium of South imerice.(2) .
The Spanish colonisl system attempted to nmkéﬂit,

and for a time 8id meXke it, the extreme frontier of the eri-

Ak

vire. Goods to sup-ly her needs must croscs the Atlantic
to Porto Bello, be trencported to Pansma, thence by sea to
Cellao, and be seat overland, by rule transport, through
Peru and Bolivia, to Tucumdn, Cordoba and Buenos Aires.

Goods s0ld in Buenos Aires.for six times their cost in Seville.
Thatever the cost, Argentina had little money with which
to —ay the bill. che is the only exemple in South America

0f 2 colony established on tie basis of productive labor,

end not meinly for the rurpose of accuiring the precious v
metals. Por her products there was no marlket. She could

1. "Buenos Aires was predestined to be thie rock on
- e _ = 5 . . . ", . ’ '
which the Epanish colonigl system was ship-wrecled." Lovpez,
"Migtoria de Argentina, Vol. 1, p 218.

2. Mitre, "Belgrano", Vol. Xs D 28
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not cend hides to Spain by way of Peru and Penama. By a
Ne]

refinencn® of oppression che wag forbidlen to exchange

miles, the only product that she could send, for the zold

or cilwver of Peru. She was deprived of wine, o0il, =1l es-

weeially iron, eand such was her poverty thst she could buy
only & meagre su»nly of clothing.(l) In 1602, the inhabi-

tonts of Buenos Lfires sent a representative to present their
1¢ king, snd as an act of mercy, they were permit-
:ip o the coast of Brazil, each year, 4,000

bushels of Tlour, 50,000 pounds of dried meat, snd 12,500

nounde of tallow. These products could be exchanged for
nececsary thingse. This »nerniscion was for six years only,

but vas renewed in 1608 and 1614, and the exportation of a
7 of hideg wac permittied. In 1618 permission |

wen ~iven to import and export goods to the amount of 200

tons, in *two thips, neither of which could be oIf more than
110 tons, In order that tiiis comall commerce might not inter-

a

Tere with lhet of Peru, a custom-houce was established =zt

ifty per cent were collected.

Thae ~dodc had previoucly psid an expO"u duty ia Spain, a

duty on arrivel at Buenos Aires, and the freig 1t to Co&ﬂaba,
<=7

whiech nade them worth three or Four times The cost of tle

nanufacture on their arrival in that city.(2)

1. Mitre, "Belgrano", Vol. 1, p 25.

2e Mitre, "Belgrano, Vol. 1, »p 30-31l. .
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In 1640 Portugal end Brezil became independen

07 Znaine These new neizhbors were not subject to the
-
re~ulations of the Case de Contratecion. The 3Banda Or-

o

ientel was theirs, and the tradin; netion8soon ceme to an
mcerctending with them. A grest Trade -in ﬁool, hides and
dried meat sprang up. European goods cége in sbundantly,
and were sent as far as Bolivia. The Viceroy of Peru
raised his voice in unavailing protest.(l) After 1680,
snmusrling constituted the real commerce, and its operations
took place with the regularity of a 1egé1 traffic, under the
protection of & common interest.(2)

The Dutch, from their post at Curageo, dbuilt up a
thriving trade, which they afterwards shared with the Eng-
1ich when the latter occupied Trinidad. This traffic was

co Tree that Cenac, & governor of Caracas at the begin ing

of the eighteenth century,orgenized the business, erecting
a preat store in Caracas to sell smug-led goods.(3) The

~reat exvort of Venezuela was cocoa, and the great merlet

1. Idvez, Vol. 1, p 4.
2e Mitre, "Belg rano" Vol. 1, p 3b. "Smuggling,
st in action against an_absurd monopoly, had become
a nornal function, like the circulation of the blood, which
hed for its sgents half South America'. Same, p 41.

Se The career of Qéass is described by Level, "Tis-
toria Patria", pp 190 If. His enemies -reported to the king

that "even the clothes he wore were smuggled".



Tor cocoa was Spain. The climex was reached when Dutch

-

srusrlers seccured vractically the whole cocoe trade be-
wteen Venezuela and Spain. To meet tliis situation; a
conpeny was organized at Guipusgoa in 1728, and San Sa-
b¢:ti£ﬁ, as well as Cediz, waé opened to trade with
Tenezuelsa. The new comrany was a success. The cocoe
trade doubled, the price ia Spein fell to one-half what
it had been, and & trade in cetitle and hides was begun.(1)
The Peace of.Utrecht, in 1713, cave the Spanish
slave-trede to Bngland, which &llowed her ships 1o enter

Sponish-American poris and increased her opporturtities for

gmur~ling. She was algo allowed to send one registered

chip of 500 tons to Porto Bello, by which she ingeniously
sent rmeh more than 500 *ons of goods.(2) The American
colonies of Ingland participated in the traffic. The l/
trade of Spain with her colonies in the eichteenth century

ocecunied only forty ships & year, while more than three
hundred ships of other nations engaged in it.(3)  Snug-
oling hed risen to the dignity of en institution, and had
attained to & degree of re@ulgrlty end of orgenization

wriich the world has not mowa eltner before or 81nce.(4)

1. Roscher, §.57. In the sixteen years precced-
ing the founding of the company, no ship had sailed from
Venezuela for Spain. Xeller, ﬁ 236.

2. Xeller, p 250. (3. Colmeiro, cited by ieil-er,p 251.

s Yoges, "Vstubllsnment of Spenish Rule", =p 169-170.
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Charles III, one of txze grestest of
e

socended “the throne in 1759, =2nd reigned till 1788. His

T

reforns tsrminated the control of the Indie House. In

U DL aad

1764, he ectablished reruler monthly cormmunication with

tmerica. Thie next year, free trade between the West Iandies
end all Spanish ports was conceded. In 1788 8ll tie ports

0f the colonial empire were opened ©vo commerce with =11 the

PN L
YO TS 0% =<

peine. In 1774, the prohibition of internszl trade

}
L

~

vetween llexico, Guatemala, Peru end Lew

4

ranede was renoved.
Joce Petino, tie Colbert of Spain, esteblished

0f te Indies &nd Cormerce, took from the India Touse the
control of commerce, .and toolr from it the pernicious au-
thority to deny to any Ipanish ship a license to sail to

Lierica.(l)

One result of the cormercial system was thet for-
ei-n nowers, varticularly England end the United States,

he colonies Iron the
motlier country. Trom the destruction of the Spanish fleet
at Trafalger to the setting forth of The ILionroe Doctrine,
te two nowers coatributed in various ways to thet result.(z)
A result of greater ooﬁsequence was thet the col-

£

onies found the comrercial yoke of £pain far too heavy e

[ d

L llorris, Vol. 1, p 268. Lopez, "Historia

Argentina", Vol. 1, p 242.
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burden, and seized the first opportunity to get rid of it.
The system had no friends save in Peru, Penema, end lexico,
and in the latter country its friends were few.  Buenos

oo

\ires and Caracas were the firet centres of resistance to

Cpenish rule, &8 Lime was +the centre of opnosition to tle
revolution. The revolutionists of Carscas demanded of

’

“he rersenit, in 1810, frecdom for cultivating &ll products
snd menufactures; freedom to import and expmort to and from

211 Spanish end friendly ports; Iree trade between Spanish

America snd Asia, and free trade with the Philippines; and
the abolition of commercisl mondpolies. Spein refused to
74917, and fhe.fevolution was the result.(l) The revolt
in. Buenog Aires ceame the same year. Tﬁe two great genersls

0l the revolution were ?oljﬂaz'bf’Caracas and San Kartf& of
S"ans Aires, and the war was finishqd in Peru by the com=-
bined armies of the two genersls. Because of the severity
of S»anish rule the cont esf left behind it a 1¢gacy of
lasting hostilitye. Comnmercial relations between Spain and
1or Tormer colonies almost ceased.(2)

Another result .of the system was that the colonists
wwere condemned to poverty. With the manufactures of
Turope S0 high in price, the colonials naturally tried to
use whatever was produéed in Americe that could be made to

-

talze their place. The tendency wes 1o lower the Spaenish

1. lorris, Vol. 1, pp 270-271.
2. lioses, "Establishment of Spanish Rule", pp

&<
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ctanderd of livins to that of the Indian, not to elevate &
the latter. The vast system of illecsel

rade corrected taic tendency in & mesesure, but the mass

07 <he reonle in Spanish America were poor.
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Amerinaen had no onportunity to teke to the ses, &nd no

incentive to build chips. A maritime commerce by the
colonists was »oscibvle, to a limited extent, on the Pacifie

coast. . Otherwice the colonict was forbiddean to sail any-

wiiere or carry anytiiing. Ieither goods nor ideas could

entar the closed circle ol the coloanlal world seve &g they
cume Trom £rein, ¢nd Ttie monotony of colonial life was never

relieved b the return of ships from distant lands and the
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Chapter V

7B COVERIMENT OF THE INDIANS

The rovernnent of the Indians had a special char-
acter, hevinge laws different from those ordained for the
white man, and, to a certain extent, different officers for
their sdministration . The land of all the colonies was
the domain of the king, snd the grants that were made to
tl.e Conquerors were in a sense public offices as well as
lended estates. The crown sought to place the encomen-
deros, as those who received grants of land were called,
under such restrictions that the Indians would not be
onnressed.(1) It was not the intention of the Spanish

zincz to mluce the Indiens in a condition of slavery, asnd

ct

thaelr laws were humane. Arains

t:is we must place the

Tact tliat their treasury participated in the profits of

Indian servitude.(2) Indiens were in law minors. They
4.

¢ 1ld not carry arms, learn the menufaecture of them, or

o & horse.  They were obliged to live in villages,

1. Roscher, "Spanish Colonial System", p 4.
"The fpenish monarchs were, without exception, emineant pro-
tectors of the Indians". Helps, "Spenish Concuest", Vol. 4

1

) 57,

)

2. "The first thing (for the viceroy) was to send

riciies home to Spain®. Markhem, "History of Peru", p 197.
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es were 110t nerniited to setlile among them, and mer-
chents were not 4o remain longer than three days in their
villages, that they micht not be exploited. They could
not contract debts of over five dollars. In spiritudl
ters they were treated with exceptional mildness, ahd
were not under the jurisdiction of the Incuisition.(1)
As a matter of fact they were treated &s slaves Dby the
Congquerors. e encomenderos treated the Indians as beasts
of burden, exacting from them the hardest labors without any
commencation.(2)  Even the best of Spanish soldiers made o
war that ﬁhey might subject the Indians, men end women, to.
forced labor i?_the fields and as domestic servants.(z)

An encémienda was a sroup of Indians, with the land
onr waien théy_livcd; siven over to the care of a »panlard
w0 was to receive from them certain tributes and services,

and was to perform certain duties.(4) - It was the duty of
en encomendero to defend the pefson and property of hié
Indizn clients, to treat them well in secular th nings, and
/

1. Roscher, "Spanish Colonial System", p 6.

o "History of South America , by an American; P 74.

e L&bez, "Historia nrgentlna", p 18%7.

4. *They are properly undertakers or patrons for
the care and ovefsight of men committed to their faith ond
srotection, although they may lawfully take tribute of them

in return". Acosta, cited by Helps, "Spanish Concuest™,



Lo have them instructed in the Christian faith.(1l) - The
lews concerning encomiendas varied from time to time.

n Peru, Pizarro received from Charles V authority to
~rant emcopiendas for one life only. In 1536 he was
siven the power to grant them for two lives.. In 1542
the Ilew Laws prohibited them entirely, cnd in 1545 it wses
ordered that encomiendss should be granted for two lives,
and chould then fall to the crown.. In_Hexigo things
were diflerent. Cofteé'granted encomiendas, but the
grant was not confirmed. The grantees continued to hold
thern by tacilit permiscion. These were for one life only,
but it became the custom to graant them to widows of former
enconmenderos, and soon it became customary to transfer
tliem by inheritance. In 1559, & third 1ifé was granted.
In 1607, aftor & discussion of twenty-five years, @& fourth
life wes legelized. A £ifth life was granted in 1629.

The system was abolished by Charles IIT.(2)  Pro-
tectors were avpointed to see that the encomendero did nis
duty.. “hese officers did some good, bvut in genersl they

were unable %o prevent the oppression of the Indians.(3)

i Helpé, Vol. 5, p 80, note, p 123. loses,
"Ecteblichment of Spanish Rule", p 93.

B Helps, Vol. 4, pp 236-240.

5. Helps, Vol. 4, p 265.
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An encomienda was established by force of arms. A body of
goldiers were sent to found a village, and to pacify and
bring to subjection the neighboring Indians, The nstives
were slaughtered until those who remained "gave themselves
over and commended themselves," after which they served the
settlers of the villa. (2) An encomienda might contain a
thousend male Indians. (3)

It was at first the rule that the Indians should
gerve their masters two months in the year, and enjoy lib-
erty in their pueblos the other ten months. This was not
sufZicient service to satisfy the greed of the Spaniards.
The mines demanded an enormous nunber of laborsers. In Péru
alone 1400 mines were worked. By law one-seventh of the
males, from 18 to 50 years of age, in a given district, must
work in the mines if called upon. It is said that not more
than one-fifth of those sent to the mines survived to return
home. This was the most fatal servitude imposed on the Indian.(4)

Another service that wore out many Indians was that

of vorters. The only roads were foot-paths, and there was

2 Helps, Vol. IV, p 265.

3. Cortesz, "Relaciones", P 96.
Pedro de Alvarado establishes Villa Segura. "The natives
were divided by the settlers of the villa, and served them
with good will." They rebell. , and Alvarado conquers them.
"They sre now pacified, and serve the Spaniards, They are so
tamed that they will come even to this city when commanded."
Cortez, p 98.

4. Markham "History of Peru" p 193

Note & carried to page 59.



for a long time a scarcity of beasts of burden, while Indians
were plentiful, When the mule replaced the Indian as a bur-

den-bearer it was a great benefit. (1)
Even if the Indian remained in his pueblo the pay-

ment of the tribute exacted ceaseless toil. (2) When the
gsystem of encomiendas had been 1argely or‘entirely sbolished,

the oppression of the Indians wasﬁnot relaxed. The official
report of ?Jofge Juan and Antonio Ulloa, made to the Spanish

king just before the middle of the eighteénth century, shows

the condition of the Indians under the colonial administration. (3)
The report maintains that the oppression ;f the Indians wﬁs

caused by & greed for wealth on the part of their rulers.

The Indians, not living now under the encomienda system, were
divided into districts, under the rule of an offiser called

the corregidor.

1. History of South Americs, by an American, P 75
Markham, History of Peru, p 193.

2. Ten thousand Indians died in the first expedi-
tion of Almagro into Chili, The transport of Balboa's ship
material across the isthmus was very costly in Indian livee._

3. A document preéerved by Las Casas gives the
tribute imposed on 500 Indian families in the comparatively
poor region of Arequipa. It included 180 Peruvian sheep,
although such animels were not to be found there, and had to be
purchased elsewhere. Helps, Vol. IV, p 231, | |

4, The report is called Noticias Secrstes de Amer-

ica. It was first published in London about 100 yearsS sfter

it was written.
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To this officer belonged the right to collect the tribute,
end he had a mondpoly of trade with the Indians of his distriect.
The Indians subject to the mita, or forced labor, did not pay

directly to the corregidor, but the tribute was paid by the

masters, who deducted it from the pay of their servants. The
corregidores collected excessive sums &s tribute, as the Indians
hed no way of calling them to account. As the corregidor had

absolute power, he forced the Indians to labor for his profit,

paying very small wages. (1) By law the corregidor was to

supply the Indians with such things as they nesded, at moderﬁte
prices; the theory being that he would know their needs bétter_
than anyone else, and would save them from exploitation by

merchants. He brought them such things as he wished, and ex-

acted in payment everything that the Indians had that was of
value. The gains. of the corregidor_in pﬁrchasing and distrib-
uting goods often amounted to more than four hundred per cent

of the cost. Men who went from Spain in debt would return at
the end of five years with from 60,000 to 200,000 dollars, though
the salary of their office was hardly adequate for their current

expenses. (2)

1. "These acts of extortion, which have no limit, have

reduced them to a condition so deploraple that the state of the
most poor and miserable beings that gan pe imagined is not to

be compared with that of the Indians." Noticias Secretas p 239.

2 Noticias Secretas, p 243,
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On the agricultural estates Indians were required
to work 300 days in the year. For this they were paid
eighteen dollars. The trivute, eight dollars, was deducted
from the annual wages by the owner of the estate. In addi-
tion two dollars and twenty-five cents were deducted in pay-
ment of three yerds of cloth, which was the sole clothing
of the laborer. This leaves him seven dollars and seventy-
five cents, with which to support his family and pay the con-
tributions exacted from him by the curate. He and his fami-
ly cultiveted a small piece of ground, but as that did not
raise sufficient food, his maester sold him corn, for he cduld
buy of no one else, so that he is placed in debt to his mas-
ter. He thus becomes a slave for life, and the children are
reaquired to pay, by their personal services, the debts of their
parents. (1) |

A factory system of extraordinary cruelty had grown
up. Work at the factory began before the day dawned, and the
doors were locked. When darkness brought the work of the day
to an end, the master inspected the work. Those who had not
finished the reocuired amount were punished with terrible severi-
ty. The instrument of punishment was the whip, and hundreds of
lashes were inflicted for any failure to produce the required

amount of work. (2)

1. Noticias_Seoretas pp 268-270.

2. Noticias Secretas, p 276.
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The scourge was made of cow-hide, a little less than a finger
in thickness, and about a Yard long. Women and children, as
well as men, were punished with it. With such an instrument
priests chastised their parishioners, and exacted from them
any service which they wished. (1)

The official report did not produce any change in the
state of affairs. The influence of the oppressors was too
strong. Santalices, Governor of La Paz, devoted his life to
the cause of reform. He was removed by poison. Blas Tupac
Ansru, an Indien of the Inca family, went to Spain to remon-
strate against the injustice done his people. He was murdered
on his way back. Nothing was done until the great uprising

¢

under Tupac Amaru in 1780, (2) After that the corregidores

were abolished, and sub-delegedos, who received their orders

from the intendentes, were appointed to take care of the Indians.

1. Noticias Secretas, pp 289-290.
A person who wes not 2 Spaniard, "or did not enjoy the privilege
of being,%ﬁé'was scourged as an ordinary punishment in Buenos
Aires. He was given two hundred lashes for carrying prohibited
weapons, or for running his horse through the sffeets, and carry-
ing & knife. Documentos para le Historia, etc,.Vol. 1, pp 1,2,

2. Markham, History of Peru, p 197,

(Continued from page 55, nete 5) "Histery of South

America", by an American, p 75.  Markham, Peru, p 193.
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a Supreme Court for Indians was established at Cuzco, in

cccordence with the demand of Tupec Amaru.(l)  For the

[&3

imirmu sion in the populatiocn the rule of Spain wes not en-
tirely %0 blame, Pestilences destroyed a large number

o : o
of Iniians. In Lexico there was a disease called the

4

satlzzaku atl, which existed among the Indians before the
coming of the Spsniard{2) ‘Small-pox was introduced inte
Mexiczo in the time of Cortez, The natives perished in
sreat numbers, and districts were almost lepopulated.(3)
an e¢ridemic, probably dinhtheria, was first noticed in Carth- .
agena in 1588, It yns-ed over & 1 Sout’. Americe. of
Indian children st ack down by this epidemic, roet one out
¢® 5 hundred escared with life.(4)

So large & r»mmber of Indians were taken from agri-
crlture to be used in times of wer as perters, and in the

£

mineg, that famine wuc coumon. This gccounts Tor the death

of wtrele comunities. (5)

1 Markhem, "History of Peru ", p 197.

2.  Bancroft, "Zistory of lexico", Vol. XI, p 757.
IV is cstimated thet twe millions died of this disease in 15?6.

s Same as note 2. Helps, Veol. II, p 303. "Where
“l:cre were twenty thousand Indians, there have not remained
more than forty inhabitants”. An official repert for 1552,
QWéted by Lelps, Veol, IV, p 258.

4, Helps, Vol, IV, p 2568.

Do "History of South America", by an Ame -ican, pS5.

"Famine cannot be classed as less destructive than epidemics™.
Bancroft, Vol. XI, p 757.
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a1 enormous destruction of 1ife from stheer
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1hames: and cruelty. On this subject, for the early

<

perlod of the colonization, the one great witness is Las

Causgs. His estimates must be discounted, but his des-
¢ription of the denopulation of the Antilles is beyond

question. (1) whatever their numbers, these Indians en-
tirely disappeered. - As to the manner ¢f their disappear-
ance, we maj well'ﬁelieve that "no tongue is capable of
describing the villaﬁies of those bloedy-minded men™.(2)
The §X&ct mental attitudé ofvthe‘Spaniard in the matter is’

-

stown by Gomara's remark cbout Tovernor Ovande, that he

e certain districs by burning alive'forty Iniisn chiefs.(3)
In 1552 4here remained only 200 Indians in ‘SarmbDominge.

In one district of Cube, more than 700C children died in
turee or four months, because their pareﬁts had been driven
off 1o the mines.(4)

AThe suthor who did more than any other to cover up the

evil d-eds of the Spaniards estimates the number of Indians

1. Por an estimate of Las Casas, see Winsor,
"Usrrative and Critical Histery", Vol. II, p 301.

2. _Las Casas, queted by Winser, Vil. II, p 3219.

3. Gomera, "Histeria de las Indias, p 175,

4. Las Cesas, Winser, Vel, II, p 327.
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7illed and enslaved by Pedrarias &t two milliens. (1)

The extent of the deporulatien on the mainland
cannot Le estinated with any appreach te accuracy. Keane,
who is & competent judge, estimates that the native pop-
ation of Columbia declined from eight milliens to one
million. (2) As to Peru, é district which in 1573 had
11,199 Indian lasberers, hed in 1673,1674.(3) The pepu-
lation of the Inca empire is estimated by early writers at
ten or twelve millioens., In 1575, éccording to the estimate
of Huumboldt, there remained 1,500,000.(4) During the
eighteenth century the increase of the Indian and mixed

races, taken tegether, was considerable. (5)

1. Oviedo, "Historia de Indias", Beek 29, Chap. 34.
2. "Centrel and South America", Vel. 1, p 139.

3. Markham, p 193.

4, Given by Keller, "Colenization", p 267.

5. . Humbeldt, "New Spain", Book II, Chap. IV,

NOTE --- In some parts of the Spanish colenial em-
pire the negre became an impertant factor. The negre
population was always limited te the islands and te a few
districts on the continent, He belonged te the islands
end the lewlands, and never secured a foeting in the elevated
regions of the tropics eor the temperate regions of the south.
Fumbeldt estimates the negre pepulation ef Spanish America
at 776,000, of which only 387,000 were on the continent.
0f these the larger part were in Panama, Colpmbia and
Venezuela,

*Roscher, p 18.
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The right to introduce negro slaves into the
Sparish deominions was sold by the king to an individueal,
or a company, for a term of years; the party contracting
with the Iing being bound to intreduce a certain number
of unegroes. This traffic finally fell inte the hands of
the Znglish at the Treaty of Utrecht. Previous to this
time, 2 French company haed the contract feor twelve years,
and the predecessor of the French company was a Pertugese
corporation, which had handled the business for five years.(1l)

Laws for the government of the negro were very
severe., He conld have nothing to deo with the Indiauns,
and marriages or illicit connections between the two races
were prohibited, or punished with great severity.(2) These
laws could not be enforced, ari the zambo, or descendant
of Indian and negro, became, like the mulato, a class to
be taken into account. (3) In liexico descendants ¢~ ne-
groes, of whatever mixture, were branded with infamyy by
being srbvjected to & special tribute, which, 2s maugy of the
mixed race could not be distinguished in aprearance from the
Spaniards, kept them in a s*ate of constant irritation.(4).
Laws concerning negroes grew more humane in the latter per-
iod of the Spanish empire, and especially during the reign
of Charles III. According to these laws, they must be
tauzht the elements of Christianity, and must be given time
to attend church. In case their master was cruel, they
could get themselves itrensferred to another.(5) A slave
co~11 purchase his liberty, the price being fixed by law at
2300. There were large nurers of frece negroes, but there
were still 62,000 left in Venszuela when the uprising against
Spain in 1810 gave them their liberty.(6)

The negroes, wherever their numbers were sufficient-
ly great, brought inte the commonwealth an element of cor-
ruption and demeralization.(7) TUpreoted from Africa and
transperted to the new world, they had ne elements of culture
to contribute to the seociety of America. Their contribution
was bielegical, and was doubtless of some value, Even where
most numerous they had little effect on institutions,

1. The Portugese Company contracted to intreduce
10,000 tons of slaves in.six and one-half years, paying fer the
nrivilege at the rate of $112,50 a ton. Terms of the con-
tracts with these individupls and cempanies are given in
Gonzalez, "Histeria Estadistica", Chapter VIII.

2 Messes, "Eve of Emancipation™, p 108.

e "Mulate", from "mule", -- mule.

Fumbeldt, "Political Essay", Vel. 1, p 194.

4,
. EHe " ish Cenquest" 1. IV. 7
o E, Ggéggiezépﬁﬁ%gtoriaqu%adis¥$ca"¥ ﬁpreg§%9_
7. Moses, "Spanish Dependencies in 3Jouth America",
Tol. II, p 204. -
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The Church enters into'the colonial system as a
denusrtment of government, and was se related to other
denartments as to best promete the common end. The co-
lonial system had st its head a2 king who was absolute in
church and state. Such rights as the pepe mizht have
claimed were ceded to the crown of Sp=zin by the bull eof
Alexander VI in 1493, in the follewing terms: "We zive,
corncede and'assign them in perpetuity teo you and the Xings
of Castile and Ledn, your heirs and successers; and we
make, constitute and depute you and yeur heirs and succes-
sors, the aforesaid, lordsAof these lands, with free, full
and gbselute pewer, sutherity, and jurisdictien".(l) Ne
bull of the pepe had any authority in America without being
examined and approved by the royal Council of the Indies.(2)
The ecclesiastical retronage of the whole of Spanish America

belonged exclusively te the king. By a law of 1508, he

1. .anﬁes de Oca, "Cuestiones Constitucionales",
juoted by Meses, "ﬁve of Emancipation™, p 120, "Particu-
larly that Your Majesty is considered in the Indies as more
than patron, as the delegate of the Apestelic See, the one

to whom is comec eded the place of His Weliness, in alleccles-

(continuation of this and nete 2 on page G4),



-65-

neminated a1l bisheps and canens. The annates and the
proceeds of the sale of indulgences went inte the reoyal
treasury. (1) Ne churches, monasteries, or pieus places
mizht be established without the consent of the king.
The titles belonged to him, and were distributed te bisheps,
churches, hospitals, and similar institutions, one-ninth
beinz reserved for the royal treasury. (2)

The priest-hoed established in the new world re-
maired foreign, because ne Indian, except in Mexice, and
% few Spenish-Americans, were ordained to the priesthoed. |
Very few Americans ever attained the episcopal office. A
provincial conncil could be held only by the censent of the
kXirg or viceroy. Its decisions were sent to the Council
of the Indies, and were subject to the confirmation ef the
Council, (3) The éudiencias, or supreme courts, were
courts of apneal in ecclesiastical as in criminal and civil
cases. (4) The quaelity ef the clergy sent to America was
frequently very bad. Cortez speaks very explicitly abéut
prelates who indulge in wicked habits &nd prefanity, waste
“he estates of the Church, and leave estates to their

children. (5)

(Continued from preceding page)-siastical affeirs",
Doctor Araciel of the Council of the Indies, queted by Meses,
"Eve of emancipation™, p 123. (Nete 2) "Histofy of America”,
by an Americen, p 69,

1. 1loses, "Establishment of Spanish Rule? pp 61-62.

2. Meses, "Eve of Emancipation", pp 242-243,

(Notes continmed on following page).
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Durig the early peried of Spanish rule many ef the bishops,
parish priests and missienaries were men of Lish character
and sbility.(l) Migration te America however,was especi-
ally attractive to priests who did not lilke the. strict

rules to which they were subjected in Spain, and who wished
to acqgiire wealth, Their corruption and avarice became
notorious. (2) The quality of ecclesiastics sent to Amer-
ica deteriorated'with the decline of the Spanish monarchy. -
The character ascribed to them by Juan and Ullea, in their
famous report, is one of great wickedness, They usuelly .

bent all their e forts to amassing wealth, and though the

customary fees might rot exceed seven or eight hundred dellars,

ct
e

1ey had an income of five or six thousand, The two orders
of the clergy were guilty of such licentiousness that they
seemed to regard it as their privilege to go before all

others in the career of vice.(3)

(Continued from preceeding page) 3. loses "Eve of
Zmancipation™, p 131. 4. "History of South America, by
an American, p 71. D Helps,"Spanish Conquest) Vol.III. pp20-21.
L, For this side of the case, see Bancroft, Vol.
X

Chapter XIX and Rescher, p 1l4.

2. "History eof South America", by &r American, p 69.

Se Neticiss Secretas, prp 335-337-490, "It is a fact
morthy.of mention ‘hat in the rural districts it is rare to find
s well-to-de white family that is not descended from some priest,
The prestige of wealth which the parish priest enjoys is such
that women of distinguished families lived in nublic concubinage
with the clergy, who knew how to take advantage of this favorable

(Continued on following page.)
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ast half of theeightecnth century the process of

recruiting for the religious orders became a scandal. Every
vear commisaries ceme *o Spain for recruits. Those who
grlisted were the rebellious, the wickad, and even those

whio had been excluded from the monasteries. Such was the
ctaracter of tlhese missionaries that ceptains wmld some-
times reluse to accernt threm as passengers, and had to be
crmrelled to do so by armed force.(l) The rezular clergy

former being

recriised “rom thre lowest clesses.(2)
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ultimately held abvout hall of all the property in the

he Church in the new world acgnired enormous wealth,
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The Inguisition was established

sreceding page) disposition, and left

“

(Continued T

aumerous families in the localities where they lived",

Paredes

*

r 74.

, "La Provincie de Ingquisivi] gquoted bty loses,

"
1]

1. "Noticias 3ecretas", p 509, note by

Earry, who resided in Cadiz.

III.

In Lina
rart of

2. Same as 1, p 518;

=

n Genzalez, "Historia

Level, "Historia Patria", p 1

L1 Al

3 Ry

3. loses, stablishment of Spanish Rule", p 311.

end some other cities the monasteries had a very large

211 the real estate, and the (continued on following page).
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1569. Indians were not subject to its jurisdiction, as
they were miners in law, (1) The Holy Office had contrel
of the press, and the prescriptions fer its exercise

"are a real mesterpiece in the bad sense of the word".(2)
Every bookseller had to furnish lists of books offered for
sele by him, and to have in his shop a list of books con-
demned by the Inguisition. No person could import books
or take them from the custom-house without permission from
the Eoly Office. The inguisitors could make domicilary
vigsits and search for prohibited books. The list of
prohibited or expurgated books grew till it finally coﬁ- -
~tained the nemes of 5,420 authors.(3)

In 1790 Olavidi, & Peruvian, was condemned to' a

~

severe punishment by the Inquisition for having in his

library the works of Bayle, Montesquien, Rnssean'and Voltaire,

(Continued from precéding page) laity were re-
duced to movable property."Bstablishment of S. R." p-i4;.
(4) Keller, "Colonization"™, p 299. o "

1. Bourne;'"Spain in America", p 312. . The In-
dians ﬁere "8eﬁﬁesiﬁ_razéh";;while the whites wefe "cente
de razan". | |

2. Roscher, p 3l.

3. Keller; "Colonization™, pp 300—301. Bourne,
"Spain in America”, p 314. MNoses, "Eve of Emancipation",

» 16-17,
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Zelgrano, wishing to study the econounists, asked and

ottuaired from Pope Pious VI 2 license to read prohibited

-~ hooks. (1) The celebrated cose of Francisco Moyen shows
tle terrible power and injustice of the Ingnisition in
he new world. Koyen was arrested in 1749, chained and

i~

fuprisoned in a dungeon in Lima for twelve years, de-
¢lared not guilty, but worthy of suspicion, in 1761, and
sentenced to the confiscatior of half his ocods, exile from

a
Aumsrice, and imprisomment in & fortress “or ten years.(2)

The inguisition was less active in America than in Spain
tecouse there was less material to work on. In 277 years

only Torty-one heretics were put to death in N
Inring the same period, fifty-niné were turned in Peru.
There was not enouzh intellectuél activity to furnish the
itution many victims,'and its subjects were blas-
ol.emers, bigamists, and those susfected of witchecraft
more often than heretics, (3)

It was the mission of the church to convert thé

Irdiers., Priests znd friars accompanied the Congusrors

1., - Mitre, "3elgrano", Vol. I, p 6&0.
2 Moses "Zve of Emancipation™, op 18-24,

. . s R . ¢ » -
3. Rourne, 'Spain in Ameriea”, p 313. Markham,

"Peru", p 149. Caiderd%, "Latin America". p 57.
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0. their expeditions, ard once the econquest was effected,
they became the pionecers in the regions beyond, the moun-
tain districts and the rural villages. In wide regions
relatively or totally umoccupied by Europeans, they alone
represented the forces making for civilization and con-
version; thus they constituted a sort of intermediaty
status between the true colony and what might be called,
trom tue standpoint of civilization, the desert.(1l)

Among the early heroes of missions was Garcfﬁ Cisneros,

a Pranciscan, who mastered the native language of the
Mexicans, and is said to have haptized 100,000 pérsons.
Diego Carranza led a band of Dominicans into the land of
the men-eating Choutales, and multitudes were converted(2).
Las Casas himself led such an expedition into the wildest
rart of_Central'América.(Z) After this preliminary

work the next step was to gather the Indie~s into villages.

The name for such a gettlement was the "redquccion"”, The

wild Indians were reduced to 2 settled life.(4) This

1. Keller, "Colonization", p 286.

2, ‘Bancroft; Vol. x; pp 294-296.

3. .qups, Vol. III, pp 241-243.

4. Gonzalez, "Historia EstadiStica, p 31.
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settlement enabled the government to exa9t a tribute,
' and the Indians were generally given %:: encomienda”.
The villages were ofganized after the fashion oi.a
Spanish municipality, with Indian "regidores™and "al-
caldes". This was a mere show of frwédnm; as all resal
powver remained to the vpriests and"encémenderosﬁ(l)
Altrhough it was forbidden to convert the Indians by force,
it was guite the custon to méke inroads (entradas) into
the territory of the wild Indians to seize their joung
people.(2) When the settlement was begun, the friars ,
taught doctrine, letters and industries. Every town g
- was required to have its church, hospitél and school fof
teaching Indian children.Spanish and the elements of
relizion,(3) Whites ahd mestizos established themselves
gmong the Tadians. "The miséions became Spanish villages,
and the natives loéﬁ even the remembrance of their natural
1. Bleckmar, "Spenish Institutions", p 115.
B Roscher, p 9."Reducci$n?.a group reduced to
& settled 1ife. Described by Congalez, "Historia Bs-
tadigtica, Chapter V. "Encomienda? a group commended to
the guardianship of a Spaniard. ."Regidoresﬂ and "alcaldes™,
municipal councilmén and jﬁdges.

3. Bourne, "Spain in America", pp 304-305,
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idiom", (1)

The missions were & success because the basis of
the system was industrial. The Indian accepted\the better
agricultural methods and mechanic arts because they
brought him greater ease of living.(2)

Schools for the higher education of the children
of chiefs were established at an early dste. Diego de
Alveredo, a nephew of the Conqueror of Guatemala, founded
a college for the education of Indian youth at Tiripitro
in 1640, snd a son of the ¥ing of Michoacan was one of
his Tirst pupils.(3) The Jesuits established a college
in Cuzco for the education of "the sons of Indian
Princes"(4)

According to law, after twenty years a missiom
village passed from the'friars to the civil authority,

In the decline of miscionery enthusiasm and energy to-

ward the end of the colonial period it was found that the

Low Humboldt, quoted by 3Bourne, p 306. The
process stiil goes on. I heve visited a village of
Tortugas Indians, in Dona Ana County, New Mexico, where
there were only three people who could speak the Indian |
tongue., In Corrientes, Argentina: I foind whites and Indians
speaking both Sprnish and Guaréﬁit |
| B Xeller, "Colonization", p 288,

3. Bamcroft, Vol. X, p 401.

4. "Noticias Secretes, Vol, 2, p 131,
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Indiang at the end of twenty years were not fit for civil life.
In the second half of the eighteenth century the missions seem
to have been generally failures, (1) This is true of the most
famous mission of all, that of the Jesuits in Paraguay. These
"reducciones" of the Jesuits were not really é part of the
colonial system, but a sort of independent state. '~ The na-
tives were not taught to speak Spanish, mor do their descen-
dants speek it. After a century and 2 half of Jesuit rule,
the Indians were in much the same state of barbarism as that
in which they lived before the Jesuits came,(2)

In the later period of Spanish rule the parish priest
figures as an oppressr of the Indian. The priests had a
monopoly of marrieges, baptisms and interments, and might

order the Indians to celebrate & church festival in honor of

the virgin, or one of the sd nts, and pay the fees.(3) The

1. The Intendents of Caracas, wrote in 1797, "Imn
srite of the fact that the missions are so 0ld, the Indians
are &s rude and ignorant in matters of religion and industrial
branches as when they came out of the forest", Level, "H{s-
toria Patria™, p 161, |

2. "History of South America", by an American, p 81.

R "In order to form an idea of the rights of the

clergy we will limit ourselves to noting that, besides the

tithe, they exacted forty reals ($5) for & baptism, twenty

for a certificate of marriage, and thirty-two for = burisl"”.

"History of South Ame-ica", by an Anerican, p 76,
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various exactions of the priests tasked to the uttermost not
only men and.women, but also the whole family, end took the
whole of their yearly earnings.(l) The efforts of the priests
were s0 little directed to the instruetion of the Indians that
“their religion does not resemble the Chfistim.religion any
more tbaﬁ it resembles that which they had while they were
in 2 state of paganism".(2)

The good which the Church did was great, even when
all necescsary deductions are made. Roman Catholicism, even
with & econcsiderable admixture of paganism, w=8 a msrxed uéne-
fit. It was ore, while ﬁagaﬁ culte were many, = It put am
end . to cannibalism, human sacrifices, polygamy, and many other
things that were evil. Its positive feligious teaching fre-
quently went no further than the Lord's Prayer and the Ten
Commandments, but it was 2 good thing to teach criollos,
mestigos and Indians that much. To the clergy the new world
owed such education as it received. The priests who devoted

themselves to industry and commerce necessarily promoted both.

1l."Noticias Secrétas", p'335. - The priest's concubine
took under her charge ali thellndian‘vomen and children of the
village and-made_them work at spinning and weaving cotton,
without paye. The Indians were forced to cultivate the priest's
farm on Sunday.. Same, pp 340-543. ‘

2. S;QE as note 1, p 353. On this subject, see Moses,

"Bve of Emancipation", Chapter VIII.
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If & Spanish priest took an Indian or mestizo woman as his
concubine sud reared a family of childrem, he was riot guilty

‘n the eyeé of his contemporaries.(l) This in- _
fusion of Speanish blood was a good thing. The priests and
{riirs brought to the Indiens the priceless gift of the
Spaiiish tongue. The Church left to the new nations of Spanish
Anerica a long war between clericalism and progress, but in the

¢ lonial epoch the good overbalances the evil.(2)

Yoo The family of the priest was accepted as a matter
of course in many places, end still is, A gentleman from
Uruguayana in Brazil told me that the most respected priest in
thet city had & "wife" and three daughters, who moved in the

‘best of society.

-4

2. Aivarez, "La Trans’orusc ion de las Ruezas", is a
severe indictment of the Church as &u obstacle to progress in

Spanish America.
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Chopter VII

THS SPANISH~-AMERICAN CITY

The Spanish—American city was formed according to a
definite plan, which was much the same in all cases, It
7as not an asccidental aggregation ol people growing up into a
town to supply the needs of a rural population.(l) Blackmar
traces the Spanish city back to Roman institutions(2) Ga¥-
cf; Calderéh tracés it rather to the Iberian towns of pre-
historic Spaim, which he says wers like those existing at the
present day among the Berbers of the Atlas.(3) . A group of
Spaniards in the New World almost automafically organized
themselvwes into a municipality. To his city, in Spaiﬁ, his
chief service and loydlty were due; His social status and
consegquence depended on ﬁis citizenship.

-The city, as a politicel institution, had a great

-plece in the scheme of things. When Cortes. slipped away from

1. Moses, "Eve of Emancipation", p 77,
2o Biackmar, "Spanish Institutions in the South-
west, p 24. |

3. Calderd%,'"Latin America®,-
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Velesquez and sailed to Mexico, he put himself outside the
sphere of legitimate authority. He wes nothing more than the
ovtlaw chiel of a bard of adventurers. To acquire a legal
stetus he founded a city. With due solemnity and according
to the ancient customs, Vera Cruz wgs organized, its citizens
~enrolled, emd its officers aprointed(l)., The new municipality
stépped into the place of authority which, according to Spanish
ideas, belonged to its class. This meant that it could do
almost anything that needed to te done, iﬁ the absence of
higher authority. It gave Corteg a commission as Captain;
general and Chief-justice, and by virﬁue of this authority
he congquered amd governed lexico. This action received the
approval of the kiang, though nbt till ;ftgr a delay of several
ve rs.(2) | |

The way cities were begun is skown by the foundi ng
of Buénos Aires, T"is took place June 11, igzﬁf The name
bestowed was’ Ia Ciﬁxﬂad de 1a Santisima Trinidad y Puerto
de Nuestra Séﬁofa de Buenos Aires(3) This means, "The City
of the Holy Trinity, and Port of Our Lady of Good Winds".

The founder was Juan Garay. He came from Santa Fe for that

purpose, bringing with him seventy Spanish soldiers and two

1. Golmara, "Conquictaddr de.l Memico", » 31¢.
2. . Bancroft, Vol., IX, p 13C.

3. Ldper, "Historia Argemtina"™, Vol. 1, p 125.
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hundred Indiams, with their families. The site was chosen

for defensive purposes, being an elevated ground bounded by

two deep creeks, a swamp, and the river., The city of Garay

is still the heart of the modern métr0polis. He first made

a rlaza or market-place , containing several sacres. From each
side of the plaza the city extended seven squares to the

north and sonth, and ten squares back from the river, making

a plot of 150 sguares. These lots measured 150 varas, or
atout 136 yards, on each side. The streets were twelve

varas or thirty-three feet, wide.(1) Such narrow streets

are characteristic of Spanish towns, perhaps hecause they are

AT

~

favorable for .defensive street-fighting, In the course of

o+
v
(0]

ti.e streets were built up with brick houses, one story

11 il

(-F

out to the street, and with brick walls
tetw-en the Tﬁuses. Each house had one heavy front door,
“ich was comménly the only outlet to the street, and windows
herrel With irok. The_Spaniard's house‘was in a real sense
his castle. Around the plaza were the public buildings.
On the side next the river was the building which served as
fort and priéon. Directly opposite, across the plaza, was
the City Hall, called the Cabildo. The church was built at
the northwest cormer.(2) Beyond the plot for awsllings was

1. There is an error in Moses, "Eve of Emancipation"™,
p 90. See Lopez, "Historia Argemtinal Vol, I, p 126.
2. The Cabildo is still there. The site of the

church is occupied by the cathedral, amd that of the fort, by
the Casa Rosada, containing the administrative offices of the

national government.



NG

the common pasture land . Each householdef pastured animals
on the common land , the number being proportiomed to the ex-
tent of his holding.

The first officers of the city were apvointed by the
founder. These were the "regidores? the "alcaldes", the
"alguacil™, and the "alcaide". The regidores were members
of the city coumcil, called the cabildo or ayuntamiento.

Their number in Spenish America varied from six to twelve,

At the beginning Buenos Aires had six, There were two al-
caldes, They were the city judges. The alcalde derived his
title from the Arabic, and the office was as oriental as the
title, as he administered justice according to unwritten custom
rether than written law, The alguacil, whose title is also
Arabic, was the bailif of the city court, and the executive of
the decrees 6f the Cabildo The alcaide, or "kaid", another
officer with an Arabic title, was the keeper of the city pri--
sorn, and chief of the prison guard. As lesder of an armed
force he was liable to a call from the Cabildo when needed.

As the prison was commonly the fort, he generally had in his
hands the citadel and the cannon. He waé thus a person of

consequence, especially in times of emergency.(l)

1. For the city officers, Moses, "Eve of Emancipation}

p 81 f. Titles, Rodri&uez-ﬂavas, "Diceionario”. iRegidores

of Buenos Aires, Documentos para la Historia del Virreinafo del

J
Rio de la Platal Vol.l, p 82. Use of al aide and prison

guard, Level, "Historia Patria”, p 203.
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This Sinplo organiéation, m&i nly thut.of & Moorish
village, could be incorporated into the scheme of Spanish
colonial government only by setting aside its popular elements.
According to ancient custom the Council was elected by the |
householders, and the other officers by the Council.v As a
matter of faet, regidores were frequently appointed by the go-
vernors, and other sppointive officers saf with them in the
Council, (1) In Buenbs Aires it was not till after 1750 that
regidores were regularly elected by the people. There was aa
appeal from the alcalde's court to the governor amd audiencisa,
~or supreme court, and the d;crces of the gov;rnor were laws
for the alcalde, In Buenos Aires the govermor
_ always had control of the fort ad military, vwhich made the
Cabildo & powerless body. Offidoa in.tho Cabildo were sold._
Ii-lGl?Q?gfico of regidor of first vote brought $800, while
the other five paid $700 each, When the office was bought
it apparently belonged to the owner for life, but when elected

; [ Members of the council were electcd each year, om
the firét of Jamuary, By a law of ;594, all householders
except retailers could vote. Moses, "Eve of Emancipation",

P 79. Im 1701 the cabildd of Buenos Aires had eight regidores,
and the alfé}oz_rcal, alcalde provineial, aléuacil mayor, &e-
positario general, ami ricoptor de penas de cémera sat with

them, "Documentosy Vol, 1, p 103.
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by the householders the regidor served fa- only one year. The
offices were at first sold by the Audiencia at Potosfﬁ for the

profit of its treasury. Afterwards they were scld at auction

in fromt of the Cabildo building in Buenos Aires.(1)

It was the duty of the Cabildo to sﬁpervisc the ﬁar-
ket and shops. For this duty the king created the office of
Faithful Executor, which was filled by each of the regidores
in turn.(2) ©Prices of all articles were fixed by the Cabildo.
One o the Alcaldes had charge of the goods of deceased per-
sons.(3) The Cabildo occupied itself with such thimgs as the
enforcement of the law that married men should not live apart
from their wives. It provided a constitution for the Shoe-
makers' Union, when the shoemakers of the city formed & union
in 1780. The rules for the government of the shoemakers
were very elaborate, and one of the Alcaldes was made director
of the organization.(4) The revemues at the disposal of the
Cebildo were very limited. In 1783 the total income of the
city of Buenos.Aires was $4,444, none of which was raised by

direet taxationm.(5)

1. "Documentos™, Vol. 1, pp 85-86.
2., "Documentos™, Vol. 1, p 103,

3. *Documentos™, Vol. 1, p 1056.

4, "Documentos", Vol. 1, pp 106-107.

b. "Documentos™, Vol. 1, p 142,
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The influence of the Cabildo extended beyond the limits
of the city. When Buenos Aires was founded, the land in the
ad jacent regions was divided into tracts of about 5,000 acres,
and given to the citizens. The city householder became a
rural magnate, These lands were tilled By Indians according
to the encomienda system, but landless Spaniards were eventu-
ally settled upon them.(l) As im other parts of Spanish A-
merica, the ownership of land by the citizems made the city
the dominant factor.

Centralization of power in the cities was inherent in
the nature of Spanish-Anefican institutions, This was not
s mply because the governor lived there, but because the
Cabildo was an advisory council for the governmor, and officials
" having jurisdiction im the province sat in the Cabildo with the
city regidores.(2) The provinmecial judge and sheriff, (Alcalde
provincial amd Alguacil mayor), were members of the Cabildo,
and that body elected the leaders of the militia, called the
Hermandad, for the enforcement of order in the province.(3)

The city was older tham the province, and the prq#inco was

created, as a political imstitution, by the city. (4)

1. Lchg, "gistoria Argemtina”, pp 126-187.

2. The ecabildo advises the govermor in the matter
of a commander for am expedition agaimst the Indianms. "Doe-
umentos"”, Vol. 1, p 208, '

3. "Documentos™, Vol. 1, p 104,

4, 0f the fourteen provinces of the Argentine Com-

federation, thirteen bore the names of their capital cities.
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There grew up in the provinec a population separated in
interests, culture and sympathy from the inhabitants of the
city, amd restive umder its control. This is well illustrated
in the history of Mexieo, Venezuela and Argentina, but was
more or less true everywhere. This populatiom took its ori-
gin from the landless Spaniards who settled as squatters on
the domains of the citizems or on the publie lands, some of
whom were fugitives from justice; the Indiams, and the ﬁea-
tizos, These people lived after a fashion that cam hardly
be called civilized. Their clothes their necessities, amd
their habits of life were peculiar. They looked with disdain
upon the luxuries, the menmers and the orderly life of the city.
In the latter were ecourts, schools, churches, factories amd the
commerce of a Buropean civilizabion. In the country was a
.population with a strong tinecture of Imdiam barbarism. In
the colonial system this people were in political, icononic
and social dependence on those of the city. Frequently the
city was mothing more than am oasis of civilization in the
midst of a barbarism that extended to.her doors.

The life of the city was not only a continpal struggle
for law amd order ageinst bsrbarism, but also a strugéle for a
measure of self-government, to keep alive the remmants of

popular rule.(l) A remarkable case is foumd im’ the history

1s Sarmiento, Facundo, pp 54—55.> For the imhab-
itants of the llamos of Vemezuela. Gonzalez, "Historia
P L4
Estadistica de Cojedes, Imtroduceion”.
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of Caracas, the capital of Venezuela. The Cabildo of that
city had fallen to the lowest ebb. Level says, "Reading the
minutes of that time, we find a group of serious men who assem-
bled at stated periods to do nothing, because every point of
importence was in the hands of the govermor"™.(l) A great
emergency arose, The Govermor of Vcnozueia became insane.
The Cabildo, true to the tradition that it must and could do
what nceded to be done, in default of any other authority_to
do it, took measures agaimst the Governor. The rpgidoros.and
alcaldes met im secret, arfangod'the ovidencc; and férwardcd
the accusatiom to Spain. This action was approved, and in
due time an official arrived from Santo Dohingo to take the
insane Govermor prisoner anmd carry him to Spain.(2) This
left the coumtry without a governor, so the mumicipal author-
itives took charge. The executive functions-fell to the two
alcaldes, while the cabildo became a governing coumeil for the
prdvinco. This work they per“ormed with marked su-cess.

A few years later the Cabildo of Caracas enjaged_ih
a remarkable comnfliet with another governor, The first point
in dispute was whether the bishop could be aprointed to govern

in the absence of the governor, or whether that function per-

1. Level, T"Historia Patria™, p 198.
2, Level, "Historia Patria", p 190 ff.



-85-

tained to the alcaldes. The point was decided by the king
in favor of the c¢ity. The next point was the authority of the
cabiido to arrest the govgrnbr in a manifesat violation‘of
law., The cabildo performed the arrest at the command of the
Supreme Court of the Viceroyalty at Samta Fe, and as before,
the city alcaldes assumed the government. The king ordered
the governor to be released. The governor wished to prevent
the election of alcaldes. The cabildo elected them in spite
of his opposition, amd on an order from the Supreme Court -
imprisoned him once more. Another order came from the king
to release the governor, but the cabildo decided not to obey
it until the king was fully informed as to the cause of his
imprisonment. S-on after the governor was released, and
attempted to assert his authority by force. The alcaldes
promptly called the alcaide and his prison guard, and the
governor fled. The bishop excommunicated the alcaldes, who
responded by ordering out the militia of the province. Fin-
ally, on January 26, 1726, the king issued an order restoring
the governor, enjoining the Supreme Court against interfering
in the matter, disapproving of the action of the cabildo, mmd
stripping it of all of its powers. The alcaldes were super-
geded in their judicial functioms by am officer called a
justicia mayor, appointed by the governor. The cabildo had
carried on the contest for nearly four years, with great c-urage

and sk%il. This seems to have beem the most important attempt

ever made by a Spanish American munieipality to secure a measure
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of vopular and autonomoﬁs government, FPailure was inevitable,
as there was no place in an absolutism for & municipal re-
public. (1) |

The most important set of any Spanish American munici-
pality was that of Buemos Aires in establishing a government
for the viceroyalﬁy independent of any existing in Spain. .
This took place May 25, 1810.(2) On May 17, it was generally
known in Buenos Aires that nearly all Spain_vas in the hands
of Napoleor, and that.the only govérning body left was a
Junta or committee sitting in Cadiz, and elected by that city.
Cadiz, as the seat of the monopoly that had so long
oppressed ‘Buenos Airés, was especial 1y odious, anmnd the people |
resolved on a fevolution. To accomplish this object the old
machinery of the municipality was used, and what makes the case
more remarkable than it would otherwise be is the fact that
the machinery was mai nly in the hands of Spaniards. The
personel of the cabildo was of slight importance; the in-
stitution was necceséary to give an aspect of regularity and

legality to the revolution,

1, Level, "Historia Patria", p 1§7 ff.

2. Mitre, "Belgrano", p 264 ff. Biblioteca de Mayo,
Vida de Passo. Lébcz, "Historia Argentina"™, Vol. 2, p 21 ff.
The municipal council of Caracas formed itsglf into a supremne

Junta of govermment, April 19, 1810.
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_ On May 18, two military leaders, Saavedra and Belgrano,

presented to the chief alcalde, Leziea, a petition, in the

name of the people, for the calling of an "opem cabildo™. | In
ancient times it was the custom to summon the whole body of the
people; that is, of the householders,_fc a confererce on
matters of supreme inportance. .With the growth of cities

this had become an assembly'of‘ndtablgé,-under the presidency
" of the cabildo. Such en assembly had hore than once met in
Buenos Aires.(l) It was an ancient legal privilege of &
Spanish city.

The call was issued by the Alcaldes May 21l. Two
hundred and twenty leading men assembled. These were the
bishop, the chief mem of the church, the most important officials,
and the chiefs of the military. 1In the debate the bishop
and Spanish officials denied the right of the mumicipality
to take action in tho caso; on the groumd, first, that the
government belonged to Spaniards, amd as long as one Spanish
city remained, it was the lawful ruler of all the coloiies;
and, seecondly, Buenos Aires could not justly amd legally act
for the whole viceroyalty, such actioﬁ?eing.postible only by
an assembly composed of representatives of all the cabildos.

Two lawyers of distinetion, Castelli and Passo, answered
for the patriots. Castelli argued that Buenos Aires, as the

capital of a viceroyalty, was superior in ramk to Cadiz, amd

1. Moses, "Eve of Emencipation"”, p 88.
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had at least an equal right to form & government; and that

as the descendents of the conquerors the natives of Buenos

Aires héd a superior right. Passo's argument was that the
rublic safety made immediate action necessary; that the
viceroyalty had fallen with the king; that Buenos Aires was

in the position of an elder sister, who, in a great crisis in
family affairs, administers the family estate for the common
benefit; that as soon as possible she will convoke a general
assembly; that in the meantime the public authority and common -
rights are safer in her hands than in any other.

As a result of th§ courage and determination of the
patriot leaders, the "open cabildo", or assembly of notables,
voted to authorize the cabildo to constitute & committee of
government, After some delay, and under pressure, a govern-
ing committee for the viceroysal ty was named and installed
on May 25, and a sketch of a constitution was furnished to the
comnittee for its guidance, Havi ng performed this funetion,
end being of no further use to the patriots, the cabildo sub-

sided into its former obscurity.(1l) The cabildos were the

1. "Po the cabildo is due the idea of the representative
gsystem and the first glimpse of the division of power. From the
time that they took upon themselves the conduct of public affairs,
the rudiments of a system of government more complex than the one-
man power began to permeate gll minds", Banza, "Historia de la
" Dominacfon Espanol en ellUrugpay". Vol. 2, p 639, Banza quoted

by Moses, "Eve of Emancipétion", p 89.



-89

only institution of the ancient Spanish constitution which the
mother country bequeathgd to her colonies. In Spain the
liberties of the communes were suffocated by the despotism

of Charles V and Philip II, but in America it was necessary
to concede to the cabhildos more privileges thaﬁ were enjoyed
by those of the Peninsula. Because it supplied,'eSPecially
on critical occasions, the eleméntal nececssities of govern-
ment, and because it was the only ponular institution, it
gradually acquired a considerable importance. It was never
forgotten that a city-community had once been as institution
w.icn powerful kings respectedeand the most arrogeat nobles
feared. It bore on its coat-of-arms the name of a republic
as a reminder that once it had been self-governing. In
theory the city fathers still had the right to call the citi-
zens together at sound of bell, and unite them in conference,
as in ancient democracies; ﬁo levy taxes, control the city
funds, and provide for the qity militia; to put the govern-
ers appointed by the crown in possession of their offices;
and above all, they had a clear legal right, reaching back to
times before Bourbons or Hapsburgs ruled in Spain, to take
such steps as were necessary to promote the generai welfare,
and preserve the rights of their citizenms. These municipal-
ities, thus preserved, were the foumdation of the Spanish
American republies.gl) '

1 Mitre, "Belgrano", Vol. 1, p 107. See the article
on Buénos Aires,"Capital y iunieipio, in ESpazh Moderma for
May, 1912. "From an ancient Spanish cabildo was born, on May

25, 1810, the republican government of Argentina™.  Alberdi.
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Chapter VIII

TEE SPANISH-AMERICAN PEQPLE

Under the rule of the Spanish empire, with the in-
stitutions of the colonial system as_primary‘factors, 2 new
civilization was created and a new people was born, Never
within historic times has there been another such ex-
periment in the mixture of really alien races as took ﬁlace
when the Spaniard, Indian and negro were brought together in
america. (1) The fact that of these three races a new people
has resulted is fundamental, The dominant element in Spanish
America at the end of the colonial period was the mestizo,
though the proportions of Spanish and Indian blood differed
greatly in the different colonies. Bolivar said,"We are
not Europeans, nor Indians either; but a kind of half-way
species between the aborigines and Spaniards".(2) Two
classesare tobe distinguished among the Spaniards who tock

part in the founding of colonies. There were the nobles

1. "Fromlthe fusion of these three races has resulted
a homogeneous whole". Sarmiento, "Facundo", p 32.

2. "Let us be careful not to forget that our race is
neither Buropean nor North American; but rather a composite
of America and Africa, than an emamation from Europe, since Spain
nerself ceased to he European by virtue of her African (Arab)

blood, her institutions, and her charactert Bolf;ar, cited by

Calderon, "Latin America"™, p 75.



amd gentry, and the soldiers éf fortune, with whom may be classed
the higher clergy and many of the priests. "And when the fervor
of the discoveries and conquests was over, there begam the
emigration of the plaim amd commom folk, in part homorable anmd
laborious, in part stowaways amd license evadgng or vieious
criminal adventurers?(1) |

The emigration from Spain ﬁas neverAvory great, It
probably averaged betweem 1,000 and 1,500 a year during the
sixteenth cemtury.(2) Spain had no sufplus population to send
to the new world, and in particular she could not send the
sterling middle class who are the bone and sinew of dll rationmal
development, (3) Those who came regarded their residoncé in
America'as temporary, and intended to returm to Spain to emjoy
their riches,(4) 0f course meny, because of a failure to
aequire riches, or for other reaso ns, settled in the new world.
Through all the history of the colonies there was a class of
officé—holdors who stayed but a few years in America. These,

1. Colmeiro, cited by Keller, p 211.

2e Bourme, "Spain in Amerieca", p 250;

5.‘ Blackmar, "Spanish institutions'in the Southwest"™,
P 84.

4, The Indiamo, i e., the man who has gone to the
Indies md aecquired wealth, is a familiar figure in Spanish

literature.



with the merchants of Spanish birth, formed the class called
chapetones or gachupines, "who were the spoilt children of
the mother country", and were detested accordingly. (1)

It is said that in 1550 there were only 15,000
Spaniards in the new world.(2) Velasco estimated the total
Spanish population in America in 1574 at 30, 500 households.(3)
How many of these households were the result of mixed
marriages is not stated, but it iz certain that this was the
case with the grgat ma jority, The emigrants were nearly %
all men, as single women were forbiddem to go to the colonies,
and it was even di fficult to obtain permission to return amd
get a wife who had been left bchind.(él It was the poliey

of the Spanish govermment to promote marriages between

Spaniards and natives.(5) Among those tribes where descent

1. "History of America™, by an American, p 72.
Valenzuela, "Historia de Chilg", p 34.

Be Roschér, "Spanish Colonial System" p 17.

Se Bourne, "Spain in America", p 250.

4, Keller, "Colomization", p 214.

5. Don Manuel de Ccnturiéi, Governor of Guiana,
ureports, "T have facilitated thirty-five marriages betweenm
Spaniards samd Indian women of the chief families among the
Caribs, ete., from which alliances we are umiting ourselves
wonderfully with these and other mations", Gégialoz, "His-

toria Estadistica, p 27.
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was in the female line, the scn of a Spanish chief might
be the heir to thi chief piaée in the tribe.

The criollos were Americans of presumably pure
Spanish descent, In many cases the presumption was based
on fiction rather tham on fact, Families that were really
white were rare. (1) Humboldt estimates the population of
Spanish America, in 1800, at 7,530,000 Indians, 5,328,000
mestizoys, 3,276,000 whites (Spanierds and criollos) and
776,000 negroes. The "whites™ were always receiving re-
cruits from the mestizos. This was a matter of importance,
as social and military honors were open to the whites, and
closed to mestizos, and the law made a distinction, punish-
ing those"who did not enjoy the privilege of Spaniards" With
the laéh.(z) In the latter days of the colonial period L
the privilege of being & white man was sold by the govern-
ment. A royal decree of August 3, 1801, fixes the following
priées for social rank: The privileges of hidalguf;, (the
gentry)-$107,000;(3) The title of "Don", $1,400.. Dispen-
sation from the quality of pardo, (admission of a person of mixed
white, Indian and negro, or white and megro, blood to the

rank of "white") $700. Against this decree and similar

1. "Noticias Secretas™, p 417.
2. "Documentos para la Historia del Vinreinoto".

| 3. Evidently an error. The price given is much
too high.,
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measures the Cabildo of Caracas and the criollos of that
region raised a vigorous but unprevailing protest.(1l)

It was the desire of Spain to prevent any common
union of feeling or spirit among the entire populatiom, that
the colonies might remain dependent upon the mother country.
To that end the division of the people into classes or
castes was deliberately fostered.(2) ‘Spain created in Aperica
a nobility egual in ramk to that of Spain, anq endowed with
"mayorazgos" or entailed estates., Ad/the conquest of Moorish
lands, so a class of nobles was oreoted in America as it had
been created in Granada, Cortes booame Marouess of Oajaca
as Rodrigo Pomece de Ledn became Marquess of Zahara. It was
not very difficult to aequire a title. The doscendant of
Columbus became Duke of Veragua. A Count of Montezuma,
descended from the vietim of Corte;; long had a place among the
nobles of Spain, and the déscehdgntiand heir of the Peruvian
Incas was the Marquess of Oropesa. In 1772 there were more
than 150 titles of nobility im the new world, The object

of forming this circle of nobles was to give dignity to the

1. Gounzaleg, "Historia Estadistica", Chapter VII.
"When there was only a sixth of negro or Indian blood in the
veins of & colonist, the law granted him the title of white"

Loroy-Boaulich , quoted by Keller, "Colonization", p 280, note.

Se Morris, "History of Coloni;ation", Vol. 1, p 252,
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vice-regal courts, and to aftach wealthy and influential

men to the crown, by satisfyimng their desire for distinetiom
and rank. The sale of titles was a means of raising revenue
which the bankrupt treasury of Spain did not neglect. The
tax on the great nobles brought in $600,000 in Mexico, and
$831,408 in Peru, in 1772.(1')
' ’ Chiié_is the country om which this kind of nobility
left tke nosf permenent impression. Don Mateo Toro, Count
of the Conquista, is an excellent example of his class,

He was bofn in 1727 and inherited a 1arge.estate. By the
purchase of land, and dealing in the confiscated estates of
the Jesuits, he acquired a fortune of $600,000. Some co-
lonial] honors and offices of profit came his way, but his
consideration seems to have been due to his wealth, and to
the facf that he had a brother at court. To this brother
Don Mateo sent a goodly sum of money, and in 1770 his estate
became a mayoragzgo, and he became Count of the Conquista.

The new Count had the chroniclers and kings at arms at the
-.court of Charles III make him a genegiogical tree, in which

a 1qrge series of illustrious ﬁersqns were shown to be his
ancestors. (2) In this way oné of the richest men of Chilé
was bound to his distant sovereign.
1. Mayoraggos y Titulos de Castilla, Vol. III,

p 34. "The title was an empty honor which despotism granted
‘to the colonist to mske more Pre3elytes to its system" Vaieﬁb
zwela, Historia de Chils, p 50.

2. Mayoraigos vy T{%ulos, Vol III, p 1 ff.
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The decendants of the Chilian nobility still form an
aristocratic class which holds the land and politieal power
of that country. (1)

The criollos were obsessed with the desire to claim
hidalgufé, or the lesser nobility. They were continually
disputing about their genealogies, and always took care to
inform a stranger of their hiéh descent. (2)

At the same time this kind of nobility seems to have
become very cheap . In the archives of Siman?as there is a
record of a patent of hidalgufé having been granted to a
certain criollo for successfully conducting a mule-train
burdened with cow-hides belonging to the king.(3)  With
such ideas and ambitions the criollos could not be expected
to work with their hands. Position nnder the government
mist be so arranged as to afford them employment, and all
of them who were not office-holders were place-seekers. (4}
In Caracas there were six hundred lawyers and judges among
30,000 people. (5) |

1, "Chile affords one of the prettiest examples
of government for a class to be found in the world today."
"Its government is a simon-pure oligarchy of from 100 to
150 femilies".  Ross, South of Panama, pp 271, 273.

B, Noticias Secretas, p 417.

3. Gongales, Historia EstadiStica, p 43.

4. Moses, Establishment of Spanish Rule, Chapter II.
5. Morris, History of Colonizetiom, Vol. I, p 251.
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The population was thus separated into classes,
Indiasns, negroes, mulatoes, zambos, mestizos, criollos,
and natives of Spain, who usually hated each other hear-
tily. In addition there were antagonisims between dif-
ferent colonies as Peru and Buenos Aires; and between
different districts, es the people of the cost-lands and
those of the plateau in Mexico. (1) The Spanish colonial
empire had uniformity without unity; uniformity of 1anguage;
laws, government, and religious institutions; and entire
lack of unity within each province because of class anta-
gonisms. Out of these classes the mestizo and white were
destined to form & sort of union and, after casting off
the despotism of Spain, attempt the work of nation-building.

The policy of Spain in keeping the classes separate,
and thus holding them in dependence, was wonderfully suc-
cessful. Her coloniael empire had the legitimacy that
inheres in & government by the consent of the governed.
The colohies were subject to a heavy taxetion, and had to
support an army of Spanish. officials, but the only other
army they supported was their own. Spain had no army in
the colonies. It is amazing to see the absolute confidence
with which Spain supplied arms for the colonial militia, and
gave important military commands to colonial leaders. A

colonial could not be governor or viceroy, but he could fill

1. Keller, Colonization, p 220.
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any military office from lieutanant to field-marshall.(1l)
Even the war of independence was mainly a war between
colonials.

The lsck of education, and the absence of newspapers,
help to explain the long submission of the colonials. There
were colonial universities, but until the eve of the revo-
lution there was nothing‘to break the monotony of their
medieval teaching.(2) The great men of the Argentine
revblution were educategﬁgﬁ; new and progreésive College
of San Carlos, establisﬁed in Buenos Aires by the energetic
Vertf&, not in the oid University of Cordoba.(3) News-
papers are not mentioned till the very exd& of the colonial
period. There wes one in Bogote in 1791. The first
newspaper in Chile was not vubliehed till 1812, after the
outbreak of the revolution.(4) The press was not a factor
in affairs in colonial times.(5)

The grecat awakening of human thought connected with
- the American and French revalutions had its effect in

1. The Duke of Sen Carlos, became field-marshal
and commended-in-chief of the forces of the viceroyalty of
Peru. Belgrano was an officer of militia; San Mart{n a
lieutenant-colonel .of the Spanish Army. Moses, Eve of
Emancipation, 'p 9. Mitre, Historia.de Belgrano; Historia
de San Mart{h.

2. Moses, Eve of Emancipation, Chapter VII.

3. Lépez, Historia Argentina, Volume I, p 270.

4., Moses, Establishment of Spanish Rule, p 160.

8. The remains of the only printing-press known

(Fote continued on next page.)
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Spanish America. The revolutionary era was a period ih

which the leaders were men of great ability. Victoria éhdoﬁg
Guerrero in Mexico, Bolf;ar and Paez in Venezuela , O'Higgins
in c_hn:, and San Martin, Belgrano and Rivadavia in
Argentina show that the new republics did not go to ruin

for lack of great men to guide them. No nation ever entrust-
ed its destiny to a nobler leader than José’de Saﬁ Martiﬁ,
and his voctory at Maipd is one of the world's decisive
battles, - In capacity for statesmanship we would not risk
much by assigning Rifadavia to the class of Hamilton and
Jééferson. Argentina had no place for the greatest soldier
and the greatest statesman she has ever produced. The
former, after his eapture of Lima, went into voluntary
exile, and never returned to the country he had saved.
Rivgdavia was exiled by the government of Rosas. (1) Boldver
also died in voluntary exile. Sucre, the hero of

Ayacucho, was murdered in prison by an insurgent chief. (2)
Hardly less sed was the fate of Beleramo. (3) The fact that
these supremely able and patriotic leaders oouid effect
nothing against the rise of anarchy is decisive proof of

the total incapacity of thé Spaniéh-American for self-govern-
ment.

(Continuation of Note 5, preceding page.) to have
existed in Argentina before the nineteenth century are pre-
served in the National Museum in Buenos Aires. I have never
seen anything that gave so vivid an impression of the intellec-
tual status of a former epoch as . this little press, sole

agent among 800,000 people of a mighty force for progress.
(See next page for Notes 1, 2 and 3.)
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As was inevitable, the constitution of the United
States was teken as a model by the Spanish-American makers
of governments. But conditions were entirely different.
The revolution was mainly the work of the colonial aris-
tocracy, and it left the cities, where Spanish blood pre-
dominated,in control. At its close the inferior castes
rose against the aristocracy , the provinces against the
metropolis, and the vast, ignorant population of the
interior against the cosmopolitan sea-board.(1l) Govern-
ment falls into the hands of the generals of a barbarous
democracy.

The Church contributed nothing toward self-goverrment.
In polity there was no rocm for local self-governing con-
gresations, or activities initiated and directed by the
laity. The local church of colonial times was an edifice
usually built and owned by thehgovernment, iﬁ charge of a
priest apnointed by the government.(2) Such treaining

(Notes from preceding page.) (1l.) Rivadavis,

" Melgas,' p 163. The best work on the period of anarchy is
probably"Civilizaciéh v Barbarfé? by Sarmiento. (2. Eistory
of South America! by an American, pp 123,124. (3.) Mitre,

"Belgrano,' Vol. IV, p 192, ,

(Notes on this page.) (1) Calderda,"Latin
America,"p 92. (2]  In Argentina the colonial system is
preserved without change. The only way a congregation can
own property is by taking out a charter as a commerciel
company. The idea of an aGfonomous congregation, a

"g¢hurch" in the American sense, is foreigh to Argentine

law.



-101-

for associated action as was given to Americans »y church activ-
ities was absolutely unknown to the Spanish American.,

The absolutism of the Church within the sphere of
doctrine was unchallenged at the time of the revolution. The
new governments proclaimed the "Rights of Man" to govern him-.
self politically acéording to his own understanding, sanctioning
the sovereignty of the people in the civil order and the rights
of the Church in the spiritual order. The people were free
with respect to civil rights amd slaves with respect to .moral
rights. Personal self-government was granted by the political
constitution and condemned b7 the religious constitution. (1)

The Spanish-American received none of the educational effects

of religious discussion. The carefully preserved reliéious
intolerance was transferred to the political field; free po-
litical discussi-n was prohibited, and instead of the action

of political parties we see the strife of military leaders,

There was no room for a mindrity party as an opposition to the
party in power(2) Not only did the:Church stand as a tremendous
political power, opprosed to progress, at the end of the colonial
period, but the type of mind which the Church produced was in-

capable of functioning in a true republic,(3)

1. Alvarez, "La Transformecion de las Razas", p 74,

2. "Given the naticonal constitution, all political par-
ties sh uld cease and disappnear because they sow discord@ and cause
disunion, Therefore the existence of political parties in this
province is prohibited”. A decree of the Government of Salta,

/
December 9, 1861, Alvarez, p 80.

(lote 3 continued on following page).
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The religion, social philosophy and ethics of the colon-
ials was adjusted to the parasitic manner of life, Labor
was associated with servility, and complete exemption from
useful exertion was the hall-mark of the master-caste. The
peon-class was held in a sefvitude from which it has never
emerged, (1) In s mental atmosphere where, in the bitter
phrase of ﬁlvarez, "a piece of the clerical garment worn by
an invincible enemy of sweat and soap was considered of more
importance than the creative intelligence of Bacon and Edison",
and where any kind of labor was a social crime, individuals ca-
pable of pushing forward along the lines of economic pfogress
could not be produced.(2) As this abstinence from manual labor
was accompanied, in the case of city dwellers, by abstinence
from military exercises and sport, the result was a race char-
acterized by physical wesakness, Another ingredient of the
mestizo and criollo character is an overmastering sex-passion.(3)

Access to females of a low social caste in extreme youth has

(3, .Continued. from.preceding.page)...Unamno, President
of the University of Salamanca, says, "History has made the
people called Latin; a history of Catholiéism and Romanism".
And because that same leaven of medieval understanding is oper-
ating in the spirit of new generations, it creates today the same
morael type as in the days when the environment was closed to
foreign influences. &ivarez, p 153f1)"From the Rio Grande down
the west coast to Cape Horn, free agricultural labor as we know

it does not exist{ Rose, "South of Panama", pp 144-163 ff.

- /
2., Alvarez, p 137, Ross, "South of Panama", Chapter

VI, discusses this point at length. (Continued on page 103.)
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resulted and results today in a tremendous waste of human
energy. Boys enter upon an unregulated sex-life soon
after puberty, and in colonial times, even more than at
present, a man's life included a host of illegitimate
uniong qf concubines, of clandestine amours.(l) It is
those:oduntries where puberty cones latest that have the
most vigorous population. The people of Argentina and
Chile are a stronger race than those of Peru and Venezu-
ela. A social result of the ungoverned sex-instinct is a
large per cent of illegitimate births, with results in the
.care and training of children that were evil in the extreme.
This heritage of evil, which the institutions of colonial
times did much to promote and little to prevent, is one of
the greatest obstacles to progress in Spanish America.
_The colonial system left a race that was mentally
and morally weak. From the economic standpoint many of
its members were useless and parasitic. There was a lack
of capacity for associated action, and a lack of aptitude
for legal, as distinguished from personal govern-
ment. The division into castes entailed a heritage of

disunion and disorder. Ignorant multitudes were easy

(note 3 continued from preceding page) "Sensual-
ity and mysticism were the pleasures of the colonists".
Calderéh, "Latin America"™, p 55.

1. Ross, "South of Panama", p 184. Calderdn,

"Latin America", p 55.
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prey for ambitious and unscrupulous leaders.

There are many things to place in the other secale
of the balance. The colonial system spread over a large |
part of the earth's surface a culture vastly superior to
that which it replaced, and from which much is to be
hoped. The eighteen republics which have replaced the
Spanish empire have inherited a jurisprudénce which reaches -
back to the days of Alfonso the Wise, and is capable of
modification and expansion to meet the needs of progress.

The Spanish empire spread the customs of civij
lized society. Ancient America at its best never pro-
duced anything =~ -~ barbarism. The republics have at
least the conception of public order and well-being, and
the ideal and aspiration of national unity. Even such
a matter as Spanish manners was no inconsiderable heritage.
Spanish Americans, even though bare-footed Indians, are
a polite people. The introduction of European cereals and
vegetables, and domestic animals, was an immense benefit.
The introduction of the mule might almost be called an
economic revolution.

The Spanish empire gave to the inhabitants of a
vast territory & rich, flexible and melodious language,
and a copious and splendid literature. Just as an Anglo-
Saxon finds himself immediately at home in the remotest
settlement of his race, because names, books, ideas,.laws,

customs and worship are familiar, so the Spanish American
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finds himself within understéqding distance wherever he
goes, from the ri. Grande to the ﬁia de la Plata. The
mental equipment is & unity through all Spanish lands.

All Spanish Americans enjoy the proverbs that have sifted
down through the ages from the péasantry of Spain. None
of them know anything of habeas corpus or trial by jurye.
All of them go courfing and bury their dead in the same
wéy, which is entirely different from the Anglo-Saxon way.
Men and ideas circulate with a facility that is impossible
where national boundaries divide languages and races. . of
three presidents of Argentina, one had been chief of ar-
tillery in the Bolivian army, another founder of a normal
school in Chilé, and the third a colonel in the army of
Peru. A lawyer, a teacher, a soldier or a journalist
passes wi thout difficulty from the service of ane coun-
try to that of another. This common mind, and the common
institutions through which it finds expression, are the

best results of the Spanish colonial system.
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Dear Sir:--

I have read rather carefully Mr, W. J.
Burner's dissertation on "The Social and Political
Effects of the Spanish Colonial System" and
recommend that it be accepted in partiel fulfilment
of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts,
"®The treatise shows first-hand knowledge of the
people under discussion and an intimate acquaintance
with Spanish-American psychology and its causes.
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/Lecrseer
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As the thesis stends at present, its mechanical
defects detract somewhat from its effectiveness., I
elieve that Mr, Burner would be following the best
recent practice if he were to spell practically all
excepting the very commonest Spanish names as they
are spelled in the original. My impression is that
Cortés is now preferred to Cortez, Chile to Chili, etc.
In any case, I believe that adherence to the original
Spanish names would not be a fault in an academic
paper. There are many typographical errers, omissions
of accents, and some misspellings of English words,
and these should be corrected before the dissertation
is placed on the shelves of the library.
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I regret that lir. Burner has apparently not
referred to Shepherd's Latin America. He would have
found the volume stimulating, and might have been
induced to look at some of his material from another
point of view, I should have been glad, also, had he
developed pages 104 and 105 into a chapter. Perhaps
there would be @ little more freshness and a little
more distinctiveness in bringing out the merits of
the Spanish Colonial System, and the commendable
results it had in Spanish-America., From Bingham's
Across South America, some reflections of interest
relating to Spanish-Americen social habits might have
been obtained, Possibly some discussion of the
heterogeneity of ideas and habits in the different
Spanish-American countries and the effects of
isolation on social adaptation and political evolution
might have been worth while, An interesting comparison
could undoubtedly have been made between the Indian
workman enslaved by perpetual debt to his master and
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or

the mill-hand factory-hand of our own country.

The discussiofi on page 51 concerning the lack of
shipbuilding might have been made more vital by

& treatment of shipbuilding today in South America
under different conditions, The statement on page
99 regarding the incapacity of the Spanish-American
for self-government ought, I believe, to be made
less trenchant, since what is evident from Nr,
Burner's entire essay is, not any inherent incapacity
for self-government or republicanism on the part of
the Spanish-Americans, but the constant existence of
certain social and political and economic factors of
& detrimental character, Where those factors have
been mitigated or removed, progress toward self-
government has been visible, In some of the Spanish-
American countries, public-school education and the
increase in newspapers are doing what those agencies
have done for us. I could wish, in addition, that
Mr. Burner had given some time to the reason why the
noticeably republican Spanish spirit seemed, away
from home, to become docile and yielding to the
system of a distant bureaucratic government,--as
happens in connection with other countries today.

These comments are made for purposes of
suggestion and not in a fault-finding tone, since
I imagine that Mr, Burner is likely to do further
work on this intersting and valuable subject.

_ Without special reference to this dissertation,
may I suggest the following for consideration by
your Committee:

1. The advisability of having all notes to
dissertations numbered consecutively from the first
to the last page.

2. The usefulness of urging the authors of
theses to pay particular attention to structural
coherence and cogency, to the 'architectonics' of
composition, There is & tendency in American
scholarship to look upon a loosely-joined array of
notes as satisfactory. To my mind, much efficiency
is lost by such procedure. By beginning with our
candidates for Master of Arts degrees, we might in
time come to approximate the ease, force, and beauty
of French scholarly work.

Very truly yours,

s
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