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IH~~ODUCi'IOlJ 

• 

~he Sp anish c olonie s in America were occup ied by 

t:hr ee r a ce s , whos e mixtur e and action up on each oth er pro-

duced a n ew. r a ce and a na~ soci e t y . Of the thre e race 

elements , t h e negr o i s of no imp or tance, except in the i s -

l ands and a few districts on the cont inent. Of the oth er 

tw o elements , the Ind i un rlas t h e most :'1umerous, Zl.nd~ the 

Spa:r:. i ard t :h.e most force f ul and energetic. '.J:he pheno~non 

of a b lending of con~u8rors and con~ucred i s COh1mOn, but 

J ' ' . 1· '; l~e mlng l ng 0 :: t V10 rac es so d i f ferent as the Ind-i 2..n and ' the 

~plJ.n i ar d . , on s o l ur58 a se o.le, is uni que. In physical 
.~. 

s t ruc t ure, i p mel1tt. l end o .... m ent s, i a p oli tic hl, s ocia l and 

l' e1if ious ins ti t u t ions , t~le re V! t::. S e.n i r:-n ense di ff eTenc e be-

t .... /c en ti.le most cul t ure d of . ",; 1:.e I nd i an t ribe s cmd t 18 en of 

C ~';" G t i18. r.:: _8 fact and rna:1ner of t ~le C Ol1 c.:ll e t~ t le ft a per- ' 

;.-; 'n ent i mpre 33 ion of "- '118 super io r i ty of t h e w;l i t e men . 

2~ anish b loo d , pure or diluted i n greater or le~ s degre e wi th 

t ll~ t of t~ ~ e I n d ian, conveyed thr ough succe s s i ve g ener9 -ti ons 

in the new ~orld some t h ing t~~ t w&s charucteris t ic lly 

Spanish. It is t h er e for e a matter of i mpor tanc e t o know 

-{[hat . k ind of man t h e Conqueror was. 

It is of equal i mportance to unders t g.nd t he Indian . 

Th e r C.c e that . inhabited America wh en the Europ e n c ame was 

n ot ne\7. T11e Indi an se ems to h ave &tta i ned exa ctly t.u.:.t 
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sr~ e of e co~a~ic ~nd Boc i - l develo n ent wh i ch ~ad e h i L 

us efu l t o t~-_e !:: :9 a~;. i ara "/ i tl out .luJ: i ng 11 i m f or .idable. • .... 

olight l y ::. i Eller deFTee of :;, ol i t ical 8.nd rllil i tc.iry CE..p~city 

,,-.'o '._'.. ld ~leve ~_1ad e tile cO:lgues t i r.l:y os s i ' le. A 10rler degre e 

of e c ol1oJ:!i c evelo ['len t ~Tloul d 113.Ve ' l';'ndered or Iiiade i mp os -

s i~ ) le the exp loitat i on of t~le nat i v es f or t h e b en e f i t of 

~ pa il1 . 

~l e I ndian r ac e p er s i st e d in sp i t e of oppress ion . 

~' l1 e c enturie s of '!-umili< t ion ~nd Du::fering le ft t heir mark . 

~he und oubt ed b en e f i ts of the Spanis~ syst em~ the h i gher 

[ 1" de of cl~lture \:~l i cn J..: ile I nd i an ~nd t i.le mi x e d race attain-

e d , did not :--.&ke t- :. e :~: Spani c..rd s . At the end of t~e colonia l 

p eri od -,7 e f ind tl-~ em ilosp i t ab le t o i de a s t t e.t ere not Spanish . 

At ~ l a ter da y a Zap otec I nd i an , Ben i t o Ju~rez , ap_e ars a s 

t Ile f irs t s tut -.s m n of Spa:lish s p ee ch t o s e J ...... r at e church ahd 

I n t - e gr eat struggle tlu:t foll owe d , \T/h en t: e united 

:-; o-;ler of the Pop e and the :2r ench Emp er or had overc ome the 

r e s i stance of that p ~rt o f - ~exi c o t h a t rJas mos t l <r gely 

Sp al i sh , P or f i ri o Di az , t ile s on of a hal f - breed mot h er, f ound 

Iililong t h e I nd i ans 0 f the Oax a c a Mountai ns t h e s oldier s w- _o 

sc.ve d l :exi c o. In -b lood- Suani s h ~ erica i s LlUch more t 1 an 
~ . v 

h2.1f.-Ind i an . I f i t had ~ een thoroug ll y Spanish i t wou ld 

'. :1 ve b een i mp ervious to r epubl i c &.n and p r ogr e ss ive ide a.s w:' ich 

f ound ready entl' ance a t t ' e end of t _e c olon i a l period, arid 

s i nc e th~t time. 

2p ~in ' s ~overnment of h er c olon ie s i s instruct ive 

CJ ec au s e of wha t i t fa iled t o do -. I t i s wonder f ully i m-

p~e s s ive b ec ~us e of its v ast scale. A system tha t embrac ed 
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sa nmch territory; t hat endured for centuries, operating 

1i::e a fatal necessity, al :--::ost Wit:ilout change of Illethod or 

purpo s e, and regul a,t ing buY;:c..n life wi th a mi nut ene ss t ha.t 

has never ~ een surpassed, is interesting i n itself. ~rom 

f irs t t o l ust Sp~in governe d t he new world for ~er own ben-

efit, and only incidentally f or t he benefit of t he colonies. ' ~ 

'i'ihen 11er r ule ended , her colonies were incapable of self-

government. She "/isiled to r ule a suomi s J ive :p eople, and no 

ap'pr oacll t o local self-government c01.:i.ld oe perr:'l i t ted. 
" . 

Her cormnercial system, a parJc of her s:,Tstem of govern-

~ent which is sufficient l y i !JP ortnnt to Qetit special treat-

ment , was f ormed wholly in t::. e illterests Of. Spa in. It in-

flict ed perpetual poverty on near l y all the colonies, and 

.the reac tion aga i nst it '::as Jelle L1a12.1 cause of ~he r evolut ion. 

The CtlUrCll app ears as a great for L~a ti ve and unifying 

I t converts , :rotects, educates and civilizes. It 

has no indeuendent l ife, out move s in its appoint ed orbit in . / . 

~he co lonial s yst em. As t~e agent of t~e king it sometices 

protects the Ind i f;.ns, and ut ot:!"!.er t lL:es sanctions t.}:.eir 01'-

p:r es s ion. At the end of the colonial period it is the enemy 

of proere s s. 

One popular institution is i mp orted to t he new world 

fr or.: Spain. 7he transplanted Spanish muniCipality preserves 

the :!folml. of popular governm.ent, ~,nd, in some cases, manifests 

its sp irit. At the end of t he colonial ~ e ri od it was the only 

political organization through \l~1 ich :':pani8h .Americcnc cO:1.ld 

ta.ke action with a semblance of legality, and tllerefore it 

became the basis of the revolutionary governments. 
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Ey "t;"le co n tac t 8.n d mixtur e of ::panis h and I n dian , 1;:;le 

a cti on 0 f "'e lle Spo.:ni s h sys tern, and t 11e r e -act ion aga i ns tit, a 

n 8',7 r ac e a nd G. :'1 e i7 cu l tur e c an:8 i nt o being . It i s tile ob j ec t 

of t =_i c di s s er tat i on t o descr i b e these races, a nd t h e ~panish 
Q..-

c olon ial s yst em, a s t h ey a ffec t ed t , e l ife an d i ns t itut ions o f 



I 
\ 
I 

,Chapter , I 

~HE SPAlTIS H COlrQ.lEROR 

I n Ar.,eric an Spa:~i3 11. tile \"l ord II Conqut.G -C ad orll , or 

~ho p~r t icip at e d in t~e cO~8 ue s t of t~e l ands called 

~i e is 8. l s o co,lled a 11 Godoll, or Go th , 

l:;~' is term Be inc 'on e 0 f i:1S 1) . 1 t . I t is CO ;."J'~:on t o speak of 

t:le i) criod o~ Spani s il dore-.ina t ion as 11 tl:~ e era of blood 'and 

7he att itud e of r.l i l1c of t.~ e ) . .mer ic a:l o f Spanish 

7hi 8 att itude of mi~d has ~e en 

[l r.:a t ter .o f cO~1s i de :cao le imp o t 8.:1c e . I t is e:cg l a ined , 

i::? ::lot just i :': ie d ,. oy the c~~ ;j:c acte :c 01 J~h e CO:1queror, and ' 

O~7 tj ~ e ci1'cu.mstu.nc es 0:: tl~ e Span i 811 1'l1. le. A. YlUY _ i or and 

;;o y e:r'~1 ing ciass r ,-,. led in b.mel' i c a '~ ill i o:::c e d Oll.t of .,i t . ( 2 ) 

1. Va lenzuela, ~istoria de Ch ile, p 19 . :'=is tory 

il',L';" ' cn"' l' ",\0 Vo l '1 ,.., 78 . ~ c: v l. ... ... 0. , ., 1:' Jor a di ::ier e~t vieTI , Cuervo, Vida 

de l\.ufin o Cuervo , p 1. 11 ':::'18 cr iollo ane. t::le Lle s ti~,) :Cad a 

llatr e c f or, t 1e S nniard no le 33 s r eat t l·.an t:lat of the 11 I n dian!! . 

Document os ~ara la 

~ ist ori a Argent i~a . Vicin os , Con qu i Gt a tore;::; y Pob l adores t 

liP 8 2 - 81 . 

" I 
Garci a Cal deron, Lat i n _' 

America, p 30. 
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::" rO r:: b ec in:.-dl1G to e ~ld it reLl.c ined al ien &'~ld lm-.~~.1oric :ln . 

r:: hc:::'e are fey; exceJ/ ti o:'lS to t::.e r u l e J.:Li.:t t~: e 

0 :: C::'cH les V, ';,::..0 rul e d ovel' a numter of :: ingd oIT:s ~) esiue 

·~:~o s e of Sp a i n . ~oreiGn influence i n t~e p eriod of C011 -

cl ·~~ e s t a:;'lrJ. col ol1 izo.ti ol1 ~n:,G very litt l e .(l) 

"llherever 

:::: -- ::;.n i s:: t~l1 e is one . I t is African 

:c.a t:18 r than Luropea~ . ~he r e is no structural di~fer enc e 

b e tween t~e i~_ab it ant of s out~ern ~nd c eatral Spain and 

~ll e Spani sh Smpire W[i S 

3 -:. ·
c ,:.o l i shed o ~- :_:en liLe t~~os e of t::.e Atlas , ";yr owl1 , dolic o-

co pha l i c , f~nQt i cal a nd cruel. 

t:le great pOl,u l ar l'~ ero ' of SpaLl , is i n tii tle and lif e a 

1. Of GeT!' ans , .,,7e h av e Al f i nt3er and 31ederman in 

Venezu e l a , a::1.d ~ch.L1ie dolin La PL .:. tu ; Pedro de C~nd i a VlaB 

aGree}: ; Ambr os e 0' lIigg i ns , Vic eroy 0 :: P eru , W8. S I rish ; 

3 eYlz oni, auth or of 6.'f Hi story of t h e Hew ·,iorld1
: , vIas Ita lian ; 

Sant i a i.;o 1iniers, Viceroy of Buen os .;'ire s , was French ; &. 

" 1 . ", ' e r:! ~ ilg , J ohn De ~itt, was cons ecrated f i rst Bish op of Cuba , 

but did n ot cross t h e sea. 

2 . Ri p ley , "Races of Europ e". 
, 

Calderon, 11 Latin 

Americ a" , p 41. Th e l' e is a goo d char ac~erization of 

c~} anish Conqueror in ~ . H. 13a:1cro~t, Yol. VI, Chapter 1. 



~,:001'i8h chief wi th u sligl'.. t Ghristiun c: isguise. As a 

reoul t, ~the Spanisl1-American Empire was a caliphate; that 

is, it ~1Q,d a 1:1ono.rch VitiO was aosolute in c:c.urch and state. 

In bot~ sph eres t~e Spaniard showed a fanatical loyalty. 

Among the men of the Conquest tilere ',"/Us rr.anifest 

all. Ll.domi table enerGY, a dU'lUltle 3s couruee, and a spirit 

Tile Conquest 

is a l'enw.rl:able exhibition of the powers of the individual 

r:an. Howeyer t h e fact m2;,r be eX1..? lained, Spain produced 

from h eT ::; o i~ulation of five or six millions an astonishing 

YlUYn0 er of gre a t r.J.e n .(l) 

One reason for this is that t :c.ere wa s in Spain a 

sort of cult of rebellious ~nd exuberant energy; a ten­

dei.1cy to be do~inated by personalities rather than ruled 

'b~r lav/s. T~lis -te,ndency is explanatory of much in Spanish 

American ~:istory.(2) The long war wi th the Kool' was ter-

minuted by the fall of Granada in 1492. " ~his war produced 

a Yc.ce of soldiers which at ' tllat ti r.le had :e.o eCiual. 211e 

1. In 1541, the population of Spain was 6,777,000. ' 

=:ebler, Ciuoted by Keller t 11 Coloniza tionll, p 189. 

2. 11 In Spain we s ''' e the triumph of t:lose T:iili tary 

G.~ld, :p oli tical organizations in which the individual finds 

tl:e greatest freedom; in the people, the tribe, the guerrilla 

baad. ~he cult of rebellious and exuberant energy is ge,n-
I ' 

eral" • Calder~m," La tin America", p 85. 
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~paniara was Gurpris i ngl y indi ffer ent to deat h . He had 

-j ot'l t ~ Jl 1°f 0 .1> ot ' er~ ~ l.°nflec-!-: 1.°n oC!' ~lQU;!:'11ter __ 1 _·c e e c e em :L 0 r -: -:. e 1 .. e ..1.. _ _ - b, v - ~ - ~: 

i7i t~lOut T,ler cy or compunction of c onscience, but we must 

do h iT'l t h e justic e to' say t hat h e ap'parently .esteeLled h is 

O\7~1 li f e al:;;ost o.s little a s h e did that of otl'!ers .. This 

WQS parLly due to his fanatical belief. 

~~eaven , and Heaven liaS a desirable p lace. 

He 'lIas ~ure of 

He was careful 

of the rites b~r wh ich Reaven was t o be gained. 

Por h is courage there was also a sound phys ic a l 

oasis . Where all fought, a !lrocess of natural selection 

~G e d ed out t h e weak . Also, h e VJaS always in training.· 

r:' o \'lear t h e . armor and b ear ana. use the arms of a fighting 

nan r e quired a s~eci&l phys ical development and s kill. The 

Conguel'or was a great fi g:hting man . ~his is a matter of 

imp ortanc e, as h1s - emp ire W'3.S establisl1ed f 1...lly a.s much 

becaus e of his 2.) e ~sonal 2r.ow e~s [J. C b ecause of ·h is superior 

<:.r )::'.s. Among Americ.n Indians t h e tenden~y was f or t h e 

c l1_ 1.· e 7' -COlO ""'1-'- er .4- 0 r u Ie - .L, '3 ~ v \I _ • ~he Spanish leader of t hat time was 

. a Soldier as 0 ell a s a general. ~~amples are nurnerous and 

',J except ions are f ew. rlhen Cortez took the place of Uont e-. 
. , 

I 'l.l m a , and Pizarro that Of Atahualpa, in each case a great 

'\lUX chief was suc.ceeded by a b e t ter on'9. A general of 

the modern type c.ould not have dominated the Indian mind 

as these two Spanish 'leaders did.(l) 

1. Valor VIas t h e loftiest virtue; no position 

und er the governmentwns g iven to R.ny but approved. soldiers. 



~he Spaniu.rd of four centuries ago hud so:::e 

co.l?~W i t~: fo r invention £:.nd adal)t LiS 11iL:self to c ircum-

s ~ccnces. He seldom failed to rise to the level of new 

condi tLus. ~ids is illustrated by two ::otable exploits 

in ship-build ing; t hat of :::3alboa, \7:10. b1'_i1 t tl1e ·. first 

s :lips on the Pacific, and t :lD.t of Cortea, \Jho b-u.il t ships 

On the Lexican la:~e to aid in :lis final attack on the city.(l) 

':2hot the CO:'1queror VIas a nan of exceptional cruelty,. 

u~d t~at his crueliy entailed consequences w~ich huve lasted 

J.; ill tile ::;resent time, is supported by conclusive evident!e. (2) 

-. /8 fi:.:.c proofs of ]:.llLlalli t;t~, but -\7e genen~.ll~T filld them in 

tlle 10.rl8 J:lade in ::::pain fol' t::e governr::en t of the, colonies, 

Qna t~e attem1ts of prie s ts to protect the Indians . At 

Iilcur :::iollS 

into t h e land of t:le I.:oor be~o:;:e tlle c ;) l1c.:uest ",laS completed 
. , 

ho.d cruelty and maS:3acre fl S t:l eir ord..inary incidents. In 

(111~p4 ) ~he king could not receive h is croun till he had 

tui;:ell cQ.~'J tives with 1.1is own hand. 3ancroft, llHistory of 

LeXical!, 701. IX, 11P 400-401. 

(same) pp 434, 477, 621. 

Warli~:e exploits of Sort~z, \, 

1. Helps, Vol. I, pp 292-295; Prescott, "Conquest 

of l.:exico", Vol. II, 175-409, 

2. "lline·-tenths of all their cruelties \'l ere COnl-

!il i tted under the conviction that wluat t h ey did was in the 

linG of duty , and that' to refrain from d oing so would have 

Bancroft, Vol. VI, p 30. 
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p'..: ~) licly tortured "';0 <1ec.t ~ ~. (1) 

lie o~. L:ion, .:11(1 ~::. is evil c~".l.ali ties developed uncle:!." t ile 

~~ :ose . i 

i €Ylo"01e elu::;s. 

a t itJ.c :;0 m <iUl ever deserved n01 ili ty 

1. Lea, lIi'l:e :':ol'ir3Coes i n ~:pail1, p (. 

2. Winsor, "~;Q.l·rQ.tive ~nd Cl'itie~l History",' 

V::>l. 2, P 299. 

3. Iral~, described by Lo:yez, "I:istoria Argentil1e H , 

Vol. 1, p 78. Pedrarias, Eelps, "cpo.nish Conquest", Vol. 

3 , P 59. 

~ .. , 
~icbhon1JTe t Que peyte~eci!:!. :1' 12. :pri!!'!e!'R !lo'blezst 
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IT i ~h money, it ~~s e ~sy to g o 

-::118re one -;-: as 1l0t ::no-.'In, bu.y lii. coat of r..r ms, e:-nd set up <:.. s 

a noble. I-!e .1~d thus a 8reut incentive to ge t t h e :neces-

S Ul'y .So Id • ~he deterrn i ~ation to g e t money, bu t no t to 

~ork f or it, g ives to the S ~ ull ish conquest the character of 

Q YQs t · sl;:;.ve-ilUnt. · 

C~ anish s8tt la~ent s W2 YC forDod wh ere s laves could 

As t h e ~ative p opul~tion 

o:l? Cub:: -.-:ast ed mv2..Y, the ~pCli.1i c.l'ds -..,ent on t o I.lexi c o and 

o th ~ r ~ ~r t s of the ~ni~l c.nd, w~er e I nd i ans wer e abundant. 

Ls -:ney cou.1o. 1J e l:ud for tile .~,:.. t c:: :. i n;::- , t:~ e r e YlUS li t t le . 

c are lo ~ ~ ~eir lives. 

In t h e ITut t er of educ~t i on ~he Spaniard of the six-

t e enth ceYltury stood -::ell, '\7hen cO;J:pared wi t:n t h e :::en of 

naturally the Conquero::::- s Y/ere rcot generully 

recru i t ed fro D the le arned cla8s . ~e have a fe~ notice~ 

o :f JL~ '" e l.1edical profe es i on . Larryers re ceivefreq,uent and 

l!10St ul1complin Gnt s.ry menti on. ( 2 ) ~he clergy of the age of 

Ximenes were 1:10re learned t i'Hl:n t r"ey have ever bee:i1 since 

( ) 'r.t --' ( " {' b 1 d t~' t n4-p6 de .uspana--- i ' no · ~ oYlge . 0 u1:e highee 
I 

:lobi lity of Spain). . Rodl'iguez navas, Diccionario. 

1. An eXQ.Inple is "th e lost ci'~y of 3steco". 

:i:l': e r eG..s o:i.1 for des crti:ng ·· tl1e site . is g iven by Lopez, " His-

t oria Ar gentina", 701. 1, pp 194-195. 

2. "One t h ing I supplicate ~(our Highness, to give 
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,_.- .... :'" 
.l ..... .i.. .... .1. ..... . 

C.-' :(~ ·::o: __ ~: :~ on ·:~ ' . G -- :.. ... i :.12 i-.·l le r . .r . 

1. 

-. -

= ~ ' .:::. i 2 -: i C.ll 

, ' ,. 
The L J', tel' S 0 :: C 01,J"CS ( "': 2:: -[; ,.;.8 Ce =:e l a c io ri, ) , I,.;, ::'e 

J e : o je des , 
\..-

4 
.:;' i V8 l1 1:- So:::z&le8 , 

T .... 
3 . MOYl+c s inoo, Tl Hcl :p s, 70 1. I, y !) 1 7C, -1 79 . 

-rn' cro -" J· . .J c : .L lJ , l ol. VII, pp 1 35 -1{ O. , . 
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I ~ is d i;~icult ,~ o .L_ . .!.. 

, i " '. 1 " '-~ e 0';.' ," -n' -" l' " " ' l' ~ "'l- , I ,y '"' _ ... ... v u\.~..... _ V _ .J_ ~_.L lJ" . 

to ~lis 

~ a:l ..i:..Tt on io, S:: ll ~\ :co.r.. ':; i Gc o, et c . 

0-'" r,':' '-" "' 0 "" '':' ''' 8 ~ 'le-'-,{- l ~- " -;-) e ""8d '1.' --- oJ \,. . t" '-.' .. U t .l :.L.. ' L,..:. L... __ v .• j """" .. ;,:.!.. 0. J. ..... 1 

':;ond e r rr or~- l' ;'~' 1.' r-'Q r;' e'" • -.- ......... c ; . ~.Ut.; V Ct J (nm u e U , u8uul l y ~~pe ~ring 

On8 0 1 JL~~e;::; e, t:~e 7irg i l1 01 

-- .' .LUjan , ..i. s st ill Ll o::-cl s te ::lc e, 8.n c1 i fJ be lieve el O ~7 t: l8 cl-eelu-

Piety r:[:.s 

c e:ce:~1011ies t an.d 

r ~~~e~t o ~ t i thes . 

'""'ro d ll ~ - 1 c1 J , " ...;.~ - T.ms Ii i..) e ob eyed.(o) 

. c ercy t o u~oe1ie~ers . 

1. It ~a3 calle d a crusad e. 

ce:1~u:,'y "t~lel'8 r/ ~fJ st ill an OL':' i c..: e of the Crusad e i a Chile. 

~: (" e J':~ '~ e ;--' : ·,:--'O'.~_-lt o ·r , .L'" . ',~l "" r, o ..L o '~ C"e r r a ~ell " " II i ' -or - ' 0 -
- - - . - -'..: - .J... . v v lU1C = ul. .... .v a t l::'~ ", .. &;,." <,;:.~ :; ti 

" " 
y ~ltulo s c1 e Cast illa. 

':211e 1"/8.118 of t h e ten -

,;inot ~18 3:' T,;ol1t ioned by Ke e ne, "Centra l end South 

~m(rica". Vol. ' 1, p , 145. Oiote 3 on page 10). 
-=-- - --~- ~- - -"-
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:':: ::.18 Conquer or -;IQ.S loyal Jeo th e ~illC , ~l:1.d , i n s i t e 

, :: i G c ~~ i c f . I n bu s i n e s8 Dutt ers h e usu~ ll~ kep t h is word , 

)e r~l :: ~: s ~)ec c,us e re ':u d i a t i on of deb ts i7as u s omeVl~}.a t d if:::: i cul t 

Of 3 exu~.1 mor G.li ty he flO-d none. '.:'re c ons e quen c es 

~.~- :g e o.l'e d ~;yompt ly , o.nc1 -I'ler e l o.st i :o.;:; . ~her e ~ er e ~arr i ages 

i 011 \70.S lusUJ."'l c t i o:led by tl: e chilrch . Perhaps 'th e rr:os t 1'e -

L~a::l:n.b le case i s t':lu t of Ira ll, f i rs t Governor of Paraguay, 

V/110 l:'.ur:c ied s ey en dau[5~lt e r s 0:: an Indian cn i ef , and a llotred 

hi~ so ldiers to h av e tuo vives each .(l) .'~hus t h e mest iz,o 

pp ear ed , an d t:le characteris t ic Spani oh American typ e h a d 

i ts - . . o e g ll1~llr"B • 

Suc __ vIas the L an wh o won a new vlor ld f or Sp a i n , and 

i n cJrmection wi t h · t h e I ndi c::.n, broug:h.t i nto b e ing a new r a ce 

~(i t~l a 1:10 1rn ful past and un u n certain future. 

(n Z-p9 ) 
, 

Cal deron de l a Barca, liLa Ci sma de 

I n g l at erra" • 

1. Cortes left offspring by at leas t four Indian 

women. For the n:atr i mon i a l arrang ements o f I ral:', see 

1,:Oses , "Es t ablishment of Spanish Rule 1
; p 195. 



Chapter II 

The Indian 

The Spaniard conquered the islands in and around 

the Caribbean Sea, the isthmus of Panama, the highlands 

of Mexico and Peru, and the l ands that could be made 

tribut ar y to these territories. In establishing his 

empire he took up ~ work of civilization that .had been 

begun by the Indians, and its sphere of action was lim-

ited to the kind of Indians which composed the Mexican 

and Peruvian kingdoms. Attempts to settle within the 

limits of what is now the United States had very slight 

success, except in New Mexico. In that region the 

Pueblo Indi ans were incorporated into the Spanish em-

pire, while the Apaches and li avajos were not. At the 

-southern end of the empire we have a similar sharp line 

of di vision ,drawn between the Indians of the central 

valleys of Chtle and the ArB:llcanians south of the :3io­

bfo. '.:: he empire had for its basis a settled, agri­

cultural populatfon, and where any other kind of Indians 

Was found, they .. vere either exterminated or left uncon-. . . 
ouered. '.::he na tives of the islands, unable to bear the 

Spanish yoke, defend themselves, or flee, disappeared. 

The Araucanians and l'avajos maintained their independ­

· ence in wars Which lasted for more th&n two centuries. 

Primitive ,agriculture begins on t he table-land. 

In America a table-lund suitable for agriculture extends 
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from northern l ew Mexico to central Argentina and Chile. 

It i s broken c.t '''; ehuantepec and Panama, but there is a 

large ~lat eau betwe en the two isthmuses. In Mexico, 

the plateau o'f Anahuac, where the City of Mexico i s 10-

cated, has an area of 69,000 square miles, and is from 

6000 to 8600 feet above t he level of the sea. ~or 420 

miles north of t he City of 1',lexico the al ti tude does not 

drop below 6000 feet, and even as far north as El Paso 

the bed of the Rio Grande is 3700 feet above the sea. 

South of Panama the altitude of the capital cities s hows 

t hat a moderate clim~te i s enjoyed even in the tropics. 

Caracas is 3000, Bogot~ 8500. Qu ,ito .10,000, Cuzco ~ the 

old Inea capital, 6000, and La Pa z 11000 feet above the 

sea. In all these regions the greater part of the land 

consists of high plateaus. (1) On these there was a 

~opulation fit for subjection to Spain. 

(1) A. H. Keene, Central and South America, decribes 
the physical g eography of Mexico, Central and South America, 

and its relation .to ethnology. A reference to any of the 

Countries dominated by the Spania rds shows a culture simi­

lar to that of Mexico and Peru. 



They were fit because they could p·roduce an a cund-

ant supply 0= food. Their most important food-plant 

was maize. ~his is one of the most productive of cereals. 

There were no domestic animals that could be used, or at 

least that were used, in tillage, and it was therefore a 

matter of importance that hand-cultivation was excellent-

ly adapted to the production of maize. Tools and methods 

of cultivation, among the more advanced peoples, were such 

that ~ood crops were produced. (1) It is uncertain how 

many acres one man could cultivate, but a crop of from one 

to two tons of food to the acre gave security for a large 

population. l,tore thCin one crop a year could be grovm in 

many places. (2) 

(1) On corn cultivation by the Aztecs, see Bancroft, 

Ris tory of 1,lexico, Vol. II. p 348. 
, , 

Gomara says of Tlascala, 

"They have no other riches or crop but maize, which is their 

bread. IT 

(2\ "In Mexico two annual crops (of maize) are raised, 

each ave raging 60 bushels to the acre." Kee.ne, . Central and 

South America, Vol II. p 80 
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The Hew '\70rld has another food-plant that supple­

ments maize; it will grow where maize will not. In 

warm countries the potato will grow only a t high ele­

vations. (1) Ross found potatoes growing on the divide 

between Lake Titicaca and the Amazon basin, at an al-

titude 0: 14, 170 fe et.(2) Under fair circumstances the 

potato produces two hundred bushels to the acre. It is 

a poor food, but there is a l~ rge surplus for the culti­

vator. It was indispensable to the founding of the lnca 

empire. The .Aymaras and Incas had their beginning en the 

bleak Collao, where nothing but the potato would grow. (3) 

It is not nrotable that a large part of the country was 

populated the limit of its food-supply. Some of 

it was. 

(1) Ex~eriments at the Hew Mexico Agricultural College 

show that it will not grow in that state belOW 7000 feet. 

(2) South of Panama, p 63. 

(3) Prescott, Peru, p 84. 

In many parts of America the cacao was an important food, 

but was not as i mportant as corn and potatoes. 
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,,;,r!.. -::D ec.r-':h 8er'ved us gu:: deas f or ve get ~~ r : le s 0:1 t ~~e :.:exico.n 

l r" --e ( r ) _ _ _ • f,....,J Cholulu, &c .:;ordL1C to Cortes, llc.cl no sp ot 0 f 

c~lti~at ed.(3) ~ ~at ive writer, 

Ixt ll' 1(' 0 C-' ~' l' -' -0 C' " y"" ~ --' __ . , v v.. ... .." lTSve ll t~le ste ep r.: OUl:tu ~ -. ~ v/e r e occup ied 

'" ('. (~- ""'n -~ l' e l r' , ' ," t: ) '-- . ..... 1...1 ....; ._ ...L _10.,,)., ~ As t:l e \7~101e corn-crop o:? l,:e:,::: ico -'7 S.3 

l o.l·~' C ::. ~ o::.~ ulc..tio:n , o.nd o::.1e ut least e ~uc,ll:; l ar c;-e nust ' l&Ve 

exi~ tc d l~ P OTU . 

-1" " 8 "" ''' ' '" (5) J. \..\..~._ .... v ... ~ v . n" c C" r -"" -T l a-"("G : e '"') l o ''' a'1d pal' ace "" +-_l' e ~ -- .. , 0. __ " ... c...: ~ "'.l; .., l_ u , v 

0. \'.'ul1 "~ ':! elvc f e et h i e h built in ordel' to gaLl ::'ci:c cu lti-

Vo. -~ i Jn u 8 t :l: i p 0:': eal't~l n ot over a yurd rlide. Surel;y 110-

'J!~ Cl' e 0:"1 t ~le s lo"u e h as s o r:mcll Si7eat 08 e:1. paid f or a fool' of 

so il 3. S ~le l· e". RO GS, P 10 . 

2. J ffi1.c 1'oit , Vol. II, p 342. 

3. ~elaciones, p 75. 

{ . Cited by Bancroft, Vol. II, p 346. 

5. Sp enc e aGs i ~~s t o Tlasc~la 500 , 000 p eop le. 

r::~li 8 i s LlllCh too high. ? l ascala ·.had only about 4 00 s quare 

;To1' 

c10es ene :c eD.c3il~T believe t: 1C, t Jc i ~e City- o f 1.:exico c:mtained 300,006 .. 
peop le , :~ : -_ O U. ::;:l t l.;. is i8 pos8i'ble. GOLl! ::ea s ays it contained 60,000 

:' ,1 
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, ," .:." ~"-'-'- or:' lo-~'e ' - t'" l'-~' ("l'n~+l"" , ,,",, a co~~le-~ cul ,~ ~ '2 c..~ UlVO ... ;..il':'Y :.: O:'::J - ~/L, ~lQ, _.'" vU-v _.i:( l~~'::;]" --

Yet more COYl-

l'o&ds 01 ro1'n. ':.l~ : ore seeED ~o re~30n :;:01' t ll LlkiYl[:' t~l&t tile 

~ ' o ~ ' ,ulG.tion of ei t : 'l el" Eexico or ?cru was leGs nur~le:rous tl:an 

It is certain J,;h c..t Ll 1J ot?l cO"lAlltries t }::.e:,' e 

':18l' O ~,~illion3 of laborious urr:lS [;..t t l~e C! ,~\ ::'.:-;'. [;..:;.: d oJi -'e h e ~on-

III 0 0t~: C01Lfltl' ies t llG ~; eo };l le l: ad been so tra.ined und 

~ub :ic ~orks, s o ~e on a large sc~le, had been Dade. In 

Lexico ~.:,: ::. e teLlple Qf t~~e c ~:iei Fod ... ,o.s un iL:;" ,ellse st ;:uctul'e. (2) 

n-
.... 118 C t.;:U.:J0718.~-G and p ula-ces of t lle Aztec capi t e,l i"/el'e matters 

='~ !. e 1,7J::lr:s 0 f tlle Peruvians 

(n5-p15) houses. 

1. On e of ti ::.e c ansev/a~-s 'lIas SGven r.: iles l~ng, and 

-'-/ [1 8 i.; yo ...;. d e :':10 1: ~' ''' to allo'w ten j.len on llorseb ~ cl';: to pas s along 

3riart," '.::'11e l;'zt ecs l!, p . 86. 

2. It -'-/as 375 f oet long, 300 vlide, L.nd t~H3 up:;:-;er 

platforr.1 reacned by 340 steps. It i'lC:.S composed of rubble, 

cl c:y UllQ earth, covered VIi t h stone slabs cemented wi th gypsum. 

Upe:':lCG, lIAncient l.Iexico", p 110. 

3. l.:ontezuma had u. ereat p alace b"'J.il t, 'iIi tl: t~lr ;j e 

C ou:-cts, Ii!Uny larS'e halls, and more tl::.an 100 s:-Jall rooms. 711e 



ue~ e on u : ran der 8cale. ~:'1. e T:lOst i qportant 0 f 'chese Vlere 

J_~~e g r oo.t road f roD Cuzco to Quito, th~ fortress t :!18. t ove r-

l 'J o::ed t i: e c api t c 1, and t~l e cit;;'" itself. 'i'h e fortre s s was 

so l l:i.r e;e t :u::.t one of its si (ies measured twelve hundred feet 

in 1ens th, and t l.l e citadel had rOOI:l for f ive t I.:.ousand sol-

diel's. 'i'he Feruvians handled stones of e~ormous size.el) 

'i'Le Indi~ns ':rej.' e a c customed to seeing lar~e bodies of me.n 

t~~en fra n t~eir homes and districts at t~ e cal l of t h e 

'i'he system for gat hering 

~1d su~r ort ing t h ese orn ies o f laborers w~s created before 

'v ~ ::. e c:,rr.ins of th e Spuniard.(2) 

Poli tic b.l ol'ganization lw.d l'eacll '3d a de~ee of com-

p le t ens.ss t llat was of great service t o t~ ~ e CO n<iUel'vr. 'i'he 

~:[- :: . : of t~l e p opul at i on was SUll j ect t o a war'rior class. In 

: .. c::ico :p o'.7er w;;..s ce:'ltralized ill t ilree c :::'l::e der 'J. ted cities. 

(m3-p16) roof of the ou i ldi::l,J' v!as o ~~ c arved cedar, . ~ 

<l.l Q ' :: ~ _e ';'talls we re covered '."Ii tll slao s of j~sper or nar ble. 

1. 
~ 

Cieza de Lear ... ; c l1apter 02, 106. Th e Span iar ds 

i-lor e Cl' ea-: oi.liiders , u:''ld used .. t ile Indi a.ns fOi: t~lat ~r.p ose·. · :J 
·P::c e ~, c b tt, . T1Conquest of 11exico ll

, V01 • . III, :::)P 239-24 0 . "Con-

qrest 01 Perull 
• p 332. 

2. , II AIr the mines i n the k i:agdo :;l belo:'1g-e d t o '~ :he 

' .r-· ................ . '''''l~ ey 'iJe :..~ e \n.·J l~ ~':lt exclusively f or ~l is b ene f it, by per-
. ., 

S J ·. S fc..:'iili~T VI i tIl. t :J. is service ll
• Presco t t, 11 Conques t 0-1. Perul! 

. ·~\.i 
.. :p 3?;~ 

- .):;1 
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~. -e :U_co ·\-t:~3 t~~ e ch ief 0:: ti~ e t~ :l'ee cities, ~"ld held 370 t orms 

~ztec ~o~les r es i ded i n 

I n Ee:l::u 

t~ _ e . oYG::::n::'G ~' l J..; o f t~:_ e J~ oi-'ns c;.ll C 01ctrict.s -,[3.8 b ;,/ of ficers 

-~-- e .- -; ., c.,;,, __ ..L lo ct:. l 

The met::od Y/:ilS 

e~:C Q G ti~-e . ~o ] eor le ever suf~er ed GTeater opp~e s sion t~an 

h .e Perr .. ,ria:-.c , but :?rom -'.; j: e a t teL'llJt of Inc a l,:anco to take 

C"l: Z; o L ". 1 535 till t~.: e upl-isl l:l f '\.W.der ~Ll..gac Anaru ill 1 780 

1.. :8ancroft,Vol. II, pp 235-237. 

2 . ?a7ile , lI Histor~r of .A~·: e:cicaTl, Vol. II, p54 . 

0:: Jc· ~~e ::-: il i t ary supre:::acJ' of t::e Az Jc ecs, SG e SlJ enc e. "lulcie::lt 

Oll t~~e military c l a s s , 3 i art, "~lle 

AZ -c Gc r~ ", C:; :::lpter XI I I. -

3 . Cortes ~~nz~d Xicotencatl, the great Dur-ch ief 

0::: T ; qsc .... l ro __ c.;. u ~t S-l'1d ~uuteraotzin, l:i:lg of t}~ e I.:c::ico.:'lS. '.::~:ese wel'e 

tl~e J·ost IJov!eriul nat ions in Eexico. 
~ ' . 
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t~~e I:1c.ian ~~!ade n o utte ~;11)"'c to f r e e ;l i Yi1self. (I) In 

.. 
m: L-:di:a:l ge ~lcT (", l VIi til an Incl iull arr::y faced the Y11: i t e 

L :m i:i.1 battle.(2} As t ~le I n dian l)O:9ula.tion VIas sed-

entaTY <l~l d [;.gric"C.l tur:il.l, it cO'ccl d n ot escayei'ro;',; t~le Span-

iur'd. Even t:: 0se on t h e ede e 01 t h e p lateau cO ','~ ld 

~1 0t :'; 0 dOYIll into t~l e ~: ot l i..tnds anG live i n t~:.e jungle. 

o~l~ c ours e left.(3} 

It ,,"IUS t l:e ooject of the Sp~:nish govcr:uneat to 

[;.cquire ~ealt~ that co~ld be sent ~ o Spain, and wo~ld 

::~ OV7 well t h is pur-

p0 8 e -.7US acc' o ~.1::; lished is shown ,"by <l sins ular docu.~ent. 

On Septer::.u er 9, lG28 t he DutCll AcL.' iral Rein captured 

1. His submis 3ive, a:,:, titude tov/&r d t h e wl., i"!; e r.l<lll 
..-

Sin i~ ido", by Senoya Clarinda I.:a J:: to 

de r:;.'ul'l1er, l.'\oss, ~ou.J.;Jl of Pan_oa, P 73, and "Slavery in 

P01'U
n , House Doc :unents t Vol. III, 62nd Congre Gs. 

z. Gtierl!ero ,in t h e V/'ar of indep endence. 

3. Cieza de Let.."1, Cllil.p ter XIII. 



- 20 -

,-"~ ,, (1) ....., '- _ o...J (,..1.. . =~ G in ' :::; lis t o:f l: l undel' S ~ : O\7 S ' ,,- OVI c O.".p lo t el;r 

01 ·· D' . i- ~ ' o c010'·' l" r. 1 e '-" ~ l" ~' e '"1,,0 nevo -" ed -1--0 +. ; , ~ ..... ,t V, _ _ .. V _ .... . ~~ .. _.r.~.J '" ~ f.,.i,..J ...... It - ..... 1..:. _ 1;:; 

Sll ain ' s exploito.t i o:l 

1. Pla t e ~leet = Si lver Fl e et , p l &ta being 

2 . ~he list i s 

1 35 ~ ounds of g ol d . 

1 77 , 537 p ounds of silver . 

37 , 3'15 :i:lide s . 

2 270 c j~ests of indi g o. 

7 , 9 Gl p ieces of lo5~~a d . 

735 Cll€s t s of cocL~ed. 

235 ch est s of s ugar . 

11 Camb r i dge :.:odern I:i s tory". Vol. IV . Ii 706. 
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Ch~}?t er III 

~HE SYS~Ek O:i:!' GOVEIu~nT. 

1;ile systen of c oVe rYlDel11; :>i' ths ""Sp anish colonies 

l:lo.a ::::or ito' b as i8 t :he abs olute autnorit;7 of t ile king. 

~:~ e tllO grea.t features of Sp.anish colonial policy Vlere 

absolute politic&l control and monopolistic privilege in . ' 

i~du8try a nd trade.(l) ~llis st s.t ement I.lUst be qualified; 

t ~: e::.' e io abuna ant evidence t lla t Sp~i.1is :l sovereigns attempt-

eO. t o ]?rotect t~·l ei!' L1.di an sub jec t s against the rapacity ~ 

&~d cruelty of t h e Sp an iards., thouGh the needs of t h e 

tre~sul'Y sor!:etir:eo r~~:.c3. e even tlle bes t of t h ew l a:.: in the 

el1:~orcement of t:le 1&1"/8. (2) The y i nter p osed t heir r oy~l 

S~:; 8.:1 i 311 Gub i ects o.:nd t ile defencele ss inhab i tants of the . ~ . . 

new world, somcti~es with good result s , ~ut ordinarily the 

1. 110seo, "Establislunent of Spanish Rule lT
• 

~he object of Spanish rule "was to k eep the col~nies in a 

state of blind dep endence on Spain, and so to extract all pos-

8ible a.dvantag es ::rom t heir possession". Va lenzuela, 

"T-' t . ~aG ' orl.& de Chile l' , .p 31. 

2. Roscher, nColoniai Systemll, p 4. Bancroft, 

Vol. VI, ]I 255. ., ' 
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e di c t of the d is t s.~1. t s overeign w.a.s ea s ily evaded.(l) 

One Tcas on for thi s soall r esult fr om goo d int enti ons 

and good l aws was t he ab s ence of t h e k ing . Ho Span -

i sh monarch , and no prince of t he roy~l hous e, ever 

v i s i t eo the k i ngdoms of Hew Spa in, Peru, Chile. un cl 

Her.' Gr anadu . The k i ngs of Spain were depe nd ent on 

t he i r sub jects f or i nforma t i on on wh iGh t o bas e their 

1 0.-:IS , n 1d f or ins t r ument s t o exe cut e t heir c ommands . 

Of t Il e gre a t Code of the Indies Valenzuela s ays llAl-

mos t &11 t hese l aws were s ent f or t h bec ~us e of su gges -

t i o:.1 G made by the s ervants of ~p a in in t he colonie s". (2) 

Cons i dering their circums t ances, it is ~ mat-

te r of sur pri s e t hat even such kin~s as Char le s V 

( CIlarle s I of Spa i n ) and Ch 8.rles III were able to do 

Q S r:mch [.:. s t hey did. It i s pr obuble t~ut Charles V 

}-~ a d a be t t er knOivledge of cont empoT"ry l'unerican a f f airs 

t h .:.:.n s. ~1Y ot her Sp ' nis h s ov er eign. Til e list of 'lis 

1. 11 'l'h ey ~.') r o t e s t e d ee.r nestl y , Gnd f ~_' r t h e 

l $ngth of centur ies, bu t t~ e ir subjec t~ went th$ir way 

and exec u te d t heir ,,7ill ·:.' i th ' t he natives l
!. Bancro ft , 

Vo l. VI, P 259. 

f h is co de, com-

m'Jnl y ~uoted us the. RecoPilaCi?n de l as Leyes, was i n 

no s ens e fix ed and f i nal. Not only was it subjec t to 

C O ~1s t ant change by the Council, but vicero ys and 11 audi-

enci~<J " in Americ a t ook liberties with it. 
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l abors shov s t ha t h 3 gave a conscientious care t o his 

~meric an domin i ons .(l) As h e iTlas k i ng dill' L -5 the 

f or 'o. t ive per i od , we nmst a tt ribut e t o h i m a l ar ge 

T:1ec .... sure of t h e go od, and a c ompara t ively sf.'la ll measure 

of the evil, t ha t came fr om t he colonia l system. I t 

ex i s t ed as es tablis hed by h i m till i t was re f ormed by 

Charle s 111. (2 ) 

The king overned .Amer ic a , a s he gove rned 

(;os t ile, thr ough a council. Th i s body , called the 

Counc il of the I ndi es , was created August 1, 1524 . 

I t sat at lladr i d . I ts jurisdiction extended to every 

c1 ep art~e nt, c ivil, mili tary, ecc les i as tic al, and .com­

raerci ul, and no ot her council i n' Spain had any juris­

dic t i on over a:1.Y ma t ter connected \vi t h tne new '\7or l d. . ( 3 ) 

': . .':18 Cou21 cil vIas cO I:l:: Qsed of a 2) r e s i dent , a grund 

c::8ncellor , and a t least six associat es , who mus t be 

J::en l ear :"led in the laws . 

or pro s ecu ting a tt orney , tvo seoretaries, an d a deputy 

P ~9 . 

1. Helps , "Spanish Conquest", Vol. IV, p 318. 

2. Hoses , HEra of Emancipation", p 4 8 . Roscher, 

Bu c le, " His t ory o f Civilizat ion", pp 93-95. 

3. Bancro ft , Vol. VI, pp 255-519. Solo zano, 

1! C tud ~ d Indi ana" , Vol. II, p 394. Moses , "Es t ab lishment 

of ~pa.nish Rule", p 18. The exact dat e of the f oundLlg 

of th e Counc il i s uncert ain . Help~, Vol. II, p 18. 
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c~_ .C1.c el l_ or, ·,",rno r::ust a ll be men of noble bl ood ten d 

In addition t~ere were v~rious 

s "t;J) ord L-"..& te off ici li lG, includin,S a ,la'wyer a nd a Tl pro -

cur 8 d or~or nt torney for p oor suitors. All ordin&nces 

r::us t receive t he ap:prova l o f t wo-th irds of the memoers 

of the council b e f ore being presented to t h e k ing f or 

~hree J".e rJbers c ·JYlsti 'Luted a ~uorum. 

All bullG and i n dulgenc es L:: sued by t :: e Pop e must pas s 

t In'oH. 'h tile Council 0 f the Indies, i7hich had full 

aut }~ori ty to reject t h em.(l) 

CJU~lC i1 mi f-' :lt be rel)l' esent ed 1:1 tl~€ nevI vl orld by a 

vicero:r , !::.:ld "m~diencia. 'l, (in lludelantudo", or & cup-

An "adelantac o ll 
'{I[,S a CJYlClcerOr of new 

l :ucJ S, ('1:10 'b ec r.~u se · of t'll e f act , he received th e govern-

An "audiencia ll 'lH~ 8 a co'U.rt, but 

execut ive, lee islli tive alld j r:.dici a l'::unctio ;'1s -,/ere n ot 

clearl~ se~arat9d.( 3 ) So it mi[ :-nt a ct us a CJ't.mcil 

1. Bancroft, llCentral ,A,merica ll
, Vol. I, p 280. 

!~0 8 c }'. er, l' 25. 

" G . llAdelantade", from lIadelantarll, to advance. 

Alvarado, who cO Ylquered Gua temala, and Almagro, \7h o in- , 

vaded Chili, were "adelantandos". 

3. 11 Audiencia", usually a court of appeals. 

Its judges were "oidores ll
• \ 
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f or t~:e vicero y or captain- genera l; or i ts p r esident 

ci:~t serve a s governor. For a long time it uas t~e 

1 :3::: J~ :1a t in c aG e of t he d eo. th of th e v icer oy , tile :p r e s -

i (~ c nt)or i n c as e of :his d e a th, t h e s enior member of t h e 

!I Grndien c ia'~ succeede d "ad interimll. (1) 

Th e vic eroy p o ::: se s sed ~~he en tire royal a.uthority 

in t~a t erritory over ~~ ich h e ruled. The cerer:lon i a.l 
, 

n a i ::1t a i n ed by h i :;] was p omp ous in t he ext re::le. He' 

=-[!. t~ler ed round h i m n c orrrt c:ppro) riate to the representa-
v 

tive of tll8 s overeign . He >;la s co~nnand er of th e ar my , 

::~"l e sr: .. "C yeme exe cutive, and hu d l a r De leg isle. t i va 2.) OVlers . 

r~}l ou["h bound to cons u l t tiJ. ell audiencia." on many matters, ....--

the dec i s ion rest ed TI i th ~ims elf. He had the appoin t-

mex~ of many off icials, i ncludinc the clergy . ' In case 

v uc:anc y in the office of parish priest, h e appointed 

on e of the candidate$ named by t ~e bishop.( 2 ) Th e h i lzober 

o:: ::,' i ces in cflUrch and s tate ";lere reserved b ~T tn,e }dng 

~:or ~ li:J orm apr- o intmen t. The viceroy was not p ermi t ted 

t o r emain long in 0 .. ~·fice. The Il audienciall kept watch 

Up O:l h im, 8. n d could co.rrespond direct l y wi th the k ing . 

In s ome cases an app e 2.1 might be taken f rom the viceroy 

t o the " audiencia ll
, and mi ght be remanded from t he "audi-

1. Bourne, IlSpain in Americ &l.ll, pp 232 - 234 . 

2. Roscher, p 23. Bancroft i Vol. XI, p 527. 
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~mc ial1 to the COlDe i l 0:: the Indies. The vic eroy 

;-! L S ur e Gi dent o f t:l e 11 uu die1.1ci G.", -ilh ich was c ) l1s i de r ed 

8. s ep arate off i ce \,l i tIl a s eparute sal ary. He had n o 

vot e excep t i n c as e of u t ie.(l) I n the I f.ter p eriod of 

c olon i a l gove r:lr:.ent t:r'le vicero ;'l h a d t~: e aS E3i s tance of 

t~ra e b oar ds ; the b oard of adminis tr ati ~n, of war, &nd 

of reve nue. The las t bourd r-e gul a ted t h e expenditures 

f o l ' -: l:.e y e a r ', ,l11 ich the vicero y c ould n ot exc eed. ( 2 ) 

!-~ e exere ised t h e r i g-ll t to :p e.r d . .:;n eri :-1inals i7 i thin h is 

dominionc , unde r t h e same condit ions as the ~ing in 

;:: ~)3. i n. He co ul d not c r e a-: e o±'fices n or incre a s e sal-

-.; rio s , n or exten d a ter m o:? offi c e b ey ond t h e IJ oint 

fixed b y l aw .(3) Amer i c a J:b. d two viceroyalt ies during 

t ~~ e fi fteenth UEd sixte en t h c enturies. ='h e vic e-

r OYL l ty of New Granada TIas e s t ~ bl ished i n 1718, and 

1. Keller, " Colon izution" , p 309. Rosch er, p 25. 

Los e s , " Eve of Emanc i put ion", p 35. "If a vicero y gave 

::jn order to r.. subordinut e tha t -lias cont r a r y to t n e law, . 

t~e subord i nat e mi gh t a nswer, 'I obey, but I do not COffi-

pl~l ', and app e a l t o the j ud ge s of the audienci . .a!' L~pez, 

VOl. I, P 266. 

2 . 
,. 

Lopez, Vol. I, p 266. 

3. Moses, .IlEst ablishment of Spani sh Rule 11 , 

pp 89-91. 
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i nclude d Ilh a t i s now Panama ,' C .ol~:nb i.a , and Venezuela. 

nu enos Ai r es wa s ma de a vicer oyalty in 1776. The e a.rlier 

Yi c e r oy~ 1 ties Vl er e Mex ico [m d Peru , ,.:.nd tlle n e ..... ,er ones 

\l e r e crea ted from t he t err i t 6rie s of Peru.el) 

These"ltingdoms" wer e divided into prov inces, 

v,'1.: 1ch ha d t h e ir governors and " a.udiencias l1
, t h ough a . 

gov ernor mi gh t rtile a ~rovinc~ wi thou t being as sociat ed 

,-,l i t h un " audienci a", and in ot h er c as es ther e lIas n o 

u:,:,:p oin t ed gove r nor ,' t h e presi dent of t h e " audiencia" 

a c t i ng i n t h a t c apacity .( 2 ) I n any c a s e t h e II audie ncia';' 

wh er e ther e wa s on e, wa s to ke~p t h e viceroy i nformed 

of t~:e affa i rs o ~ th e pr ovince, ).;.nd k eep a watch on t h e 

"' ov "''' · ~ or ( 7. ) c ... ...... - ~ .... • '" Th e governor was alw a. ~Ts yr esi den t of th e 

!! au a i enci a." wiler e the r e \7a s an "audie ncia" and a , 

gov ernor. In dist ricts rlh er e t h er e was no lI au diencia ll , 

t h e governor h 8.d -a lawyer a s an a s s e s sor, <J.nd t h e 

1. Keller, p 309. The commisSi on of a vice-

r oy i s g iven by F os es, llEve of Emancipation", pp 38-40. 

2. Moses, "Establishment", p 65. "The ch ief 

t ribuna l i n Plat a is that of the lI audiencia.ll , whos e 

pre s i dent has t h e t i t les o f governor and c ap t a in-gen eral 

of th e province". II No"ticia s Secreta s ll
, p 144 . 

3. Moses t . "Establishment", p 72. 
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co.oi l do of the c ~p i tal ci ty a c te d as h i s c ouncil.( l ) 

'.Lh e · ad "'} in i s ty ut i ve off icers of provinc i e. l dis-

t Yicts i'rer e ca l led rr a lc a l des mayore s rr , or greater: "al-

c nl des rr , t o ·d i st inguish them fr Jm the ordinary "alcal-

des rr o f t h e ci t ies. Thes e wer e g enerally appo inted 

v by the v i c eroy , un d had execut ive a s u ell a s judicial 

authori ty . The government of the districts, c a lled 

"pur t idos ", was c l osely cOEnec ~ e d v'li th that of the 

::lu n ic i~ a l i t ie s . TIl e " reg idor", or ch ief of p olice, 

of t h e c 'i t y , · was fre (~ uently ch ie f of a s ort of volun­

teer polic e force , called the Bro therhood ( Hermandad), 

uhich , in c us e of ene r g enc y , enforced order in the 

di s tr ict. I n tl'_ e more remote and unse t t led r eg ions 

the en::or ce r.;ent of laYI '::as :put i n ille ~ands ofa pro- t-

yo s t, (pr ebo ste), ' WllO "'l8.S g iven ample p O\'lers. He pur -

su.ed crimi nals nnyv/h er e, and t ried and executed them 

\".'h en caug!lt, with out having t o g i ve account t o anyone. ( 2 )' 

On the judicial s i de ~11 i s CO '.lrse vIas long &nd n o doubt 

h:::.rd to fol ~_ ow • Tlle ci t ~,- j,:ud g e (11 a lca lde" ) was t h e 

jud :::e of f irst ins tance. Fro m h i m t Ilere was an appe a l 

1. 
I . - 1 

LQl)ez, II Historia Argent ina l 
, Vol. I, P 267. 

2. LOpez, lfHistoria de Argentina" , Vol. I, P 267. 

Th e provo s t was cal led "Preboste de Alta Justicia1f ; t hat 

i s , h e exercised "the h i gh justice, the middle and the 

low" • 
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t o the "alcalde ' mayor!' or s '-1.~ er ior judge. , 0 f 'tlh ich t here were 

t~-,O ;:unored and forty- tw o i n ]rexico in 1786. Above 

t ~le se district judges weye the supreme c ourts, or 

aud ienc ias, of ';/ l1 ich t };. ere were eleven in SpanisL Americ 8. . 

FrO :-?l t h e audiencia an ap ::c; eal r::i ,sl1 t be t aicon to t h e 

Counci l o ~ the Indies.(l) Th e audienc ia 0 f l,Lexic 0 

C J fl :~ L3 ted of 'twe lve civil flfld s ix criminal judg es, a ::"1d 

~n8 divided into three sections of six judges e a ch . 

Each judge went on dircuit once i n t hree years to in-

v es t i gate civil, crimirt~l, and ecclesiastical ~atters.(2)· 

At t h e expirtl t ion of a term of office, an in-

~uisi tion into t l: e of ficial's record was made. Th i s 

'In:.8 c a lled the "reside::lcia". (3) A residencia might be 

order e d b :-l t he k inE bef91' e t h e expira tion o~ u term of. 

o -~ :Ci ce. The inquiry '::as c onducted by one man, an d in 

t~ne c :: s e 0:: 11igb. of::icers h e tlassent fl'om Spain for 

tha.t purpose, frequently i'li t~ arth ori ty to inflict 

capital !,>1L.l i shment. Residencias of inferior offi cers 

\7er e "C: b.:-:: e ::..'l b y Q L~icials sent out by the supreme courts. 

W~l e l1. tll-e representa tive of the J:: i :'lg came t o t n~ :e the 

re ~ i d e:'1.cia of a viceroy h e s1.lmIIloned all. who h~d c om .,.. 

p l ain t:::; to All public records were open to , . 
ram. 

1. Bancroft, Vol. XI, pp 532-541-545. As an ex-

ample of how authority would son etime :s ac cu:::ula te i 11 t he ha:.'lds 

of one man, the presiding judge in Panama in 1517 acted as 

attorney for both··· t ,he plaintiff and the defendant. Oviedo, 

cited by Bancroft, " History of Central America", Vol. II, P 58. 

(Notes 2 and 3 on page 30) 
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r:.' ~'. i s inc a isi t i on 71 [;'S of dm. .. btfu l valu e • It is g en er-

ull J~ c CIYlde r:me d t y t ::ose 1:1:0 have 71ritt e:1 ab out i t.(l) 

~:~ i s G;ysteo exi sted unc ~langed t ill i t 'I7 8. S r e-

=-- o:~-,:e d by Char l es III. The crea~ ion of a Ei n i str y o f 

t i'.o L1a i es and. COT::ne rc e subord L '1U t ed t he c o .... mc i l of t ll e 

I :i.1di es t o t l~e gove r:rL.'TIe llt of Spain( 2 ) I n Ar:ler i c Q. t he 

l.:.ll'.:io ldy p rovinc e s ~~' e re dimi n ish e d i n Si ze, ;;:.n d V/el' e 

r ule d by 'int endant - g overners w~o were br ought iato 

J:01'8 d i r e c t relations wi t h t ile 110rJe gov ernmen t 

h e d be art t I~ c a s e TI i t h t h e old governers.(3) Th e · 

d.istr~ct a do i n is t r at ive o f~i c ers , or " a lca l de s 

may-or e s ", ~'.:::.vL:.g i n m:::.ny c ase s degen e nl t ed. i:1t O ty-

1' :-:ntG " i".' ere abo lis h e d , a nd. o::i' i c e r s c a l l ed " sub ~ 

dele Ga.dos" , or sub a l te r n I:lUtS is t l' ates , i'l ?Te ap r- ointe d, 

( n2 -p29) Ban cro f t, Vol. XI; p 541. (n3-p29 ) 

T~'. e of~i c i 8.l must re s i c1 e i n ' t :l e p l a ce Yl::e r e. 11e h a d :l elo. 

o'f ~:' i c e till t :le i n Qu i r y wa s coml, l e t ed . 

P 24,2 . 

1. 

n 
t.... . 

:Iclps , IISpaj.'1 i sll Con qu e s t", Vol. I I I, Ch ap . I I I. 

Lcfpe z , " ~= i s t or ia Ar [:en t i :1a", Vol. I, 

3;. Mos e s , "Eve of EmWlcipation 'i. p 55. 
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~~d 3ubjecteB t o close res tr ictions. T'.rd s las t c l: allc e 

d i u not produce t he resl-:.lt s e~ected, as t he sub-dele-

nr ove d :'ore r a1JtiC i ous tlw.n ".:;h e alcaldes. (1) 
~ ~ 

The gre utest defect of t ~e ~olitic&l s ystem TIas 

1- J . ..... 
VU p aras itic ch aracter. The ch ief fu...'1.cti :m 0 f the 

c ulon ial mr.l") ire was to :produce reve:nue fOl~ t ~l e Spanish 

J:ing" • ~he imperialistic policy of Charles V and Pllilip 

II ban:rrupt ed Spain', and. t ~lrough the whole p eriod of colon-

L~. l r-,~_le t h e S~) a::1i s h' tre asury d.e mo-nded every dolla r t li. &t 

co ~ld be scueezed 6ut of the colonies. All ef for t s at 

re :or~ wer e helpless before t~ i s ins istent de man d. A 

r O ~ - '. l decree to oet "cer "~::-: e c Ol1diti oYl of t h e Indians mi f:h t 

b e ;.J en t ::n.lt, but t~1 e vic ero :," 17110 received. ' it kn9\:7 t h :.: t 

if obedience invob-ed a dimimltion of the rOYf::. l :fifth of 

the ~old a nd silvs}' p roduced, h e was at liberty to d1s- ' 

ob e y . It is impossible to estimate , Ii t il a c cura cy the 

to t al revenue wh ich the king received from the mines; 

~- , I" uIlS 80::l0po lOS, such a s t hat of tobacco; the produce of 

rOya l doma ins; tithes, annates, and the sale of'offices 

and titles, and taxes, direct ~ld indirect, of every im-

af in~.blo };:ind. The "fish-net· taxll
, (alcavala) is worthS' 

of special mention. Th is tax VIas introduced i:1tO Sp ~'lin 

1. At least in lJexico. Humboldt, "Political 

Essu.,y", Vol I p 195 . " . 
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b~T t:1e Arabs, a:1.d rins a fa-vori te because of its value a.s 

a producer of revenue. It ~as a. tax on s ales, Rnd goods 

of every kind v/ere caug:1t in t h e net. According t o the 

n ecopilaciJ'n de las Le:ycs (Code of Laws), t h e alcavala VIas 

triO :p er cent, but this seemS' to have been the minimum. In 

i.'llCur:Ut'.'l , in t h e viceroyalty of Buenos Aire s , it Y!as two per 

cent on t;J.e fn:ti ts of t h e e ountry, and four per cent on real 

es t at e und i !TIJlorted good s . In Peru and Uex ico it \7aS f .or 

a t i me four u er cent in the frontier dis t ricts, and s ix per 

c en t in tbe mor e densely p opula t ed provinces. In l1ex ico it 

'::o.s f ina ll;:; raised t o four t e en Der cent.· Fron this t a:z: t"ne 

It 'lIas on e of "'.:; he ':;orst taxes ever in-

vented, and r::'.ust h ave b een a p r a c t ical l)roh ibi tiol1of many 

bru.:1ch es of cott'Ylerce. (1) 

'1.'11 e coloni a. l sys teT:1 vIas p a.r a s i tic in a.nother v:ay; it go v-

erl1e ,J · t}U'ou{~h an a rmy of Spani s h officials to \',hom .1".rneric a ;7a s 

I t do~ s not· s e em that the sal~ries paid these 

o f~i cial G were ey c es s ive, a s a rule. ~hey cons t i t uted a class 

whi cil '.7as :l eld t og e ther by COIIL'YlOn interes t s, and they .were f a -

( 1) lIumb o Id t, Political Es s a.y , Vol 1, P 198. Docume~tos 

~ar u I n. ~i s t ori & Ar8entina, Vcil. 1, pp 25, ff. The ·Cub ans 

mud e Dn e f~ort to ev a de t h e a lc avala in t h e sale of l and s , by 

le as i nz them perpetua lly, ~o that the lease cou ld b e inherited · 

Or s old . 'me k ing ·· ordered that any lease for u. longer t erm 

t}v~ ·. : t en ~:ears be t ree. ted 8.S a sale. 
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v;red by the mother country in every way. Security against 

punishment f.r eppressi~n and fraud was feund in class-l.yalty, , 

and the ctmmunity .f interest between the criminal and his 

jv.dge. There was nQ system .f education f.r CiTil service t. 

fit the Spaniard fer a p.siti.n in the new werld. Instead, 

h e ,frequently beught the .ffice, ahd leaked apen it as a spec-

ulatiQn. Of 160 vicer.ys, enly, f.ur were net Spaniards.el) 
,A-

One .f t hese was the Irishman, O'Hi [!!} ,ns, whQse genius for 

government made him vicer.y e.f Peru, and whtse career has n. 

parallel in the history .f Spanish America. Another was the 

Frenchman Liniers, wh.se g eo d fClrtune as a soldier in r.esisting 

the English was rewarded with t h e pGst of Viceroy af Buenos 

Aire •• The t r, i rd was the great Mexican , t he Marquess of Casa 

F uerte, the only cre.le whe ever ruled asvicer<llY in the land 

of Lis birth. (f~)The f (i) urth was the great Mexican, Juan Jo se'\. 

~.,. " vert iz, ; Vicer.y of Buenos Aires. , In church and sta:te', 

and down t. the lewest .grade if officia~s, much t he same state of · 
, .... "\1" . 

a ffairs existed. All the off~ces except t hose 6f thecabildos J 

and the mili tie. Viere the exclusive pro perty , of the Spaniard. 

This system of rule was subject to the defects of 

perso nal gGvernment. The laws might be codi f ied. but the 

n ex t edi ct of the king or the douncil of t he I ndi es mi ght set 

, a side an important law of the code. , The rule of an o::-ficial 

clas _ responsible only to a distant sover ei gn had an 

arb i tra ry and despotic ch.aracter. ',':1hatever the l et ~ er of the 

l aw mi ght haTe been, the real law in any particular case 

1. Valenzuela~ "Historia de Ctil! -, p ~4. 

2. Ro scher, p ~ 5. 
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":: 2.8 simply the commandment of the local. represent a tive of 

:~~ a in. ( 1) It l~ms t have been inexpressibly galling to 

c olon i a ls, "01J:o V/eTC :::; erhaps the sons 0 f Spanish r u lers, or 

;-~en :p o ~~ s e :~:; ec1 of wealth end titles of nobility, or men of 

tnlen t f or a c1Llinistra.tion, to be shut out of yublic em})loy­

r::cnt bJT :col'eiGners, ignorant of colonia.l affairs, indiffer-

C:1t to c ol onial interests, and often ins olent to the last 

de[T oe. It is not surpri s ing ::'l<;.t when Buenos Airea raised 

t > .. e stnn c1 ard of revolt, this exclus ion ilaS stated t o be 

o~e 01 her chief 3rievances. In native abili t;{ t h e 

i':.r ~ e~ltine lcadel~8 .• Pueyrredon, 1:ore:no and Rivadavia., are 

s 'c"cp eYiOl" beyond a l l c omparis ~' :l to ~ obremonte and Cisneros, 

t~e ~iceroys u~om ~pain sent to rule them.(2) 

1. "Representativ es of n despotic k ing , they were 

t ?lems elves absolute in the exercise of t h eilr functions, ma.king. 

t heir caprice or t h eir interest preponderate over the precepts 

Masters, lil:e tile ~dng , of the neYI Vlorld, c on-

~uorors and . lords of her people, t hey dominated . ov~t t liem .accord­

in.:" t o their will, and. held in their hands the life a.'1.G \7811-

~ o ing of the colonials". Valenzuela,. "I:Iistoria de Ch il-ei , ", p .58-•. 

2. Bernardo O'Higgins, the son of the g~eat Viceroy 

o-f Peru, disquali f ied fron office by h is . Americ u.n b il·th:t. pl~ced 

::li::lself a t the head of the. Chilian revolution, and becume t h e 

~ir3t ruler of independent Chili~ " 



Th e good t hat mi ght s ometimes result from t h is 

S:-3tem of :c ers onal r u le issho\7n b:r the h istory of the 
/ 

t=exico.n Vic el'o ~l of Bue:'1os Aires, Vertiz. But we should · 

n o: e t : ~at t h e exa mnle · of the Mexic am s 1;a te sr::an \las not 

lo s t on t _le - bright young me n wh o ga t hered i n h is new and 

proGre ss ive ColleGe of San Carlos. The colleg e became 

U:e cradle of Argentine independence. '7Grtiz, like Am-

brose O' Ri ES- ins Tlh en t he latter was Captain general of 

C:: ili, a::ld t o a greater de gl"ee than 0' Hi gfins, was an 

AL:e :::' i can stutesr::an rather than an agent of a foreign 

Goverei8TI. His \i't2 .: s uc c es sors _were not the viceroys 

s 'ent f or ra from Spain, but t he men V/llo e-stablished an 

Ame:::' ica.'1 (;,overnment in Buenos Aire.s. (1) These men were 

except ions t o t}~ e general rule of Ame ricans , as Vertiz was 

an . exce~tion of t~e g eneral rule of viceroys. Argentina 

i ts elf ~ ... as entirely unpre.pared for self-government, and so 

~a3 every oth er Spanish colony. In all of the~, men abso-

lut ely \-:i thout political experience Vl ere" at t h e end of the 

Colo:lia l period, called to form c onstitutions and govern 

states . One legacy of the Spanish colonial system was a 

poli t ical incapacity a nd inap"ti tude f rom which s on e 0 f th e 'V ; 

ropu-Olic'e have risen only at the cost of terrible struggles, 

alld in wh ich oth ers s till remain. (2) 

1. 
, 

LQpez, "Historia de Argentina", Vol. 1, cha!'. 38. 

2. Markham, "History of 'Perun, p 280. 
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Chapter IV 

A sl') e c i a l d epartment o :f t .le co lon i a l 5 0vernr.1ent· 

-:lnS or r-ani zed a:i.1d naintained ::or t~ e regul a tion of c om-

I:18l'c e, 7! 1:i ch inc l uded all communi c a t i on b et~7 o e~ Spai n a nd 

': :he co lon ie s . 

}: i:.l:·S t o g overn t ilG c Jrnnerce of t h e ne'" 'I/orld was c a lled 

t:1G Cas a de Cont r a t a cio'n, or 11 I nd i a Hous e ll • T;lis b oard 

c ::1',: i s te d o£ tl ree r oyal of_ieers, an aI,ditor, a treasurer, 

and a f actor, ':.' i th a p r e s i dent. In ad '.Ht i onthere i7as a 

C],,;,::ct cO:1.Gi s ting of t hree judges , i7ho Iye r e ,l awyers , and a 

:: i c c a l, or prosecut ing a t torney. ~he f'lmc t i onso f J.;h e 

t~ o Gect ions ~ ere 'c:~rply def i ned . I f a case ViaS _ orie; in-

&11:1 bl' OU[:h t i n t l1e chamber of dir ec t ion, a2.ld Cu e ot ions 

b e l ::m z inc: t o the court of jus t ice '7er e clevelo] ecl i n tl1e 

COi:rs e o f i ts conSiderat ion, it was i mmediately turn ed over 

t o ti1e c::mr.be r of justice.(l) 

~ll e I nd i E:ous e re a ch ed its fi na l .:.. orm by a long 

,r oc e 23 of evelopment . ~he decr ees for i ts e s t ablis l1 -

rJont ',7e r e pub l i sh ed in 1503 . For eighty ~e ars t he u h ole 

lJu s ine ~: s 0:: t he Board was trans a c te d [jy one b ody . Till 

1557 it c :.msist ed 0 f onl y three n embers , but :~ t t hat ti :.:e 

a pres i dent wa s added, a nd in 1583 the t h ree judg es wer e 

appo i nted, a nd t h e d ivis ion o f judicial and d i r ec t ive func-

, 
1. 1.:ooes , llLi;, Casa de Cont r at a c i onl; i n Rep ort of 

.llme ri c a:l :~ i s t oric a l A s 30c i ati on , 1 894., pp 98 - 99. (C on . p 37) 
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T~e Indi a Hau Ge ~as res~ o il3 ib le t o t h e ~ing , ~ither 

It ':!as 

~o t ~ubje ct to the jurisdict i on o ~ any of the S~anish k i ng -

d'}l.',s t in D :i1~! respect . ';:lle connec tion 1J etvreen Ca s tile a:.'1 d 

.. -,.- ~ ~ . 

0. ' ''' .' interests of Sp a i n , 

V"G '1.~-·'~ 0'" '=' .,..,!'1 i n h8.d :rJ.o t~~l' n .(_-:_' '.'!llO.tever ' to do ~7 l'.lc'n •.• ~ v .... .:.. >... 1" v. ~ 

r::c;:nt o:!: t ~~ e I ndies .( 2 )' 

but the 80ve1"11 -

J.. ' vn.e govern-

'l' ~'. e I ndia :~ous e b e cllille a :9 m7 erfu l i::lst itut icm ::-' ~ ::. ich 

;~ n i r::] or t ant in~luence on Spani sh affairs . 

It": " ' r-~' c f111 e n . , ........ . .J . j. U 
J 

0 ''\ t o or:3lln ize ~mcl e c:u i :p t Il e ;::reat Ar mada 

', ' -~ ic ;~ Pi:cilip II s ent f':' Gainst Ellf. land in 1 588 . 

For more t~an tuo centurie s t h e s eat of the Ind ia 

::~OUG C ':.'fcS ~eyi lle, 'i":~~ ic ll c i t :::~ La d a r:lOnop oly of all c omnerc e 

1. llos e s , IICasa de Contrutaci6n"~ p 101. 

l::os e s t " Cas a de Contr utaci.6n" t P 93. " ~panish 

,'o.:-:orioa di d not beJ,on,s' to Spa i n , but was a ::.; art of -'," Ile 

}lcr c cl itary 0.0::18.i:-;'8 0= the Goysr eigns' of Casti le, '''iJ~l'.. -:-: ~ ~ i C;.l 

t :'..o cor-'c e~j of Cas tile }mcl li t : le'1':1.or e t o do -~::HE1 ',Ii -:h J':;ll e 

Bourne, "Spa ~. 11 in AneTica" t p ;~2 l. 
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I n 1718 it . was reDoved t o Cad i z , but 

": :-:e s :"st CTl! of l i Fli t irig :] ):::;: erce t o one p or t o f entr y ':":'as c on-

t ir..ued t ill 17 65 . (1 ) . ~I' ade ViaS l' e €'u l ated i7 i t~l gr ea t min-

At ~ ir s ~ a s\ i u was allow e ~ t o s a il whenever i t '" , 

~ ~ 2 ready und a t h e p r oper lic ens e, but l ater it ~as 
~ 

~~11 0'.78d J.:; o £.' 0 on l y in ::l ee t s and Ende::.' e s coT t . r;:.;10 f l e e ts 

',,": :.:e 8 81 t an:211a11:;-, on e t o Por t o Be l lo, on the I s t hmus , .. 
~ .ll1 C t :1G ot hGr to Vera Cruz .( 2 ) Al ·l ":'rade wit' Lex ico 

':: ;'1:::; ~::':e~e ,,: o l' e t h r ou Gh Vera :;n.:z , a:1d a l l trade '.7i t !::ou t h 

A~eric a . t~r o~g~ Porto Bello. As the ::l eet ma de t h e voyag e 

i.;u t :)l1.c e a y e aT , t ~_el' e \'laS l i 'Vc lc r oan f or private ente r pTis e . 

r';" :~ e gUcll i t:l and ar,1 0UJlt of '~ ~1.e Goo ds sent fro m' Spain '1/sre 

c L, Te~Z"J. l l j- _:r escribe cl . ( 3 ) Gold and si Ive r n ere t:':1e ch ief 

ob :e c ts GO __ ;:!."lt in return , and "che ::,'etur~ling f l ee ts cane t o 

b e c a lled tIle ll p l ate ... f l e e ts tl
• (4) 

'rile I nd i a Eon s e had c :)ntr ol of the imp ortant ma tte r 

of c~i ~r ation t o t t e I ndies . It 1."laS ,Jrovided i n l5l1 t ~i.at 

allY Gubj ect o f Caotile, up on enterinG h is name, s h oul d b e 

l ic e ~1sed t ,) ~ o . T~l i s ~,;r i viles e was s oon r estr icted , and 

t~:e 3 0ard was c l::.ar ged t o see t'lat p ersons neYl l y c onverted 

1. Moses , "Casa de Contratacio'n l' pp 96 - 97. HOTr is, 

II ~ Ti s tory o f Colon i zati on ll
, Vol. 1, P 2 61. 

VO l. 1, p 19. 

2 . Uitre," Belgrano" , Vol. 1, P 19. ,:0 r r i s , IT Colon-

i Z2. t i on ll, Vol. 1, p 2 61. 
, 

3. ~Io ses , II Cas a de Contrataci on1! p 103. 

4 . Fro~ ~lat e ---s ilver. 
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:: 1' ) ~:: Jucla i sn 811 d 1'0 :h Cl.r.J:ledani :3T~ , Cl. :1C. t ' e descend81l t c o:f 

tl10s e c ind er.mecl :::"or ~ero sy , s jl,Ju l d n o t b e allm7ecl t o e rn. -

i r' :t at e . ( 1 ) :l1~;-o :1. e vi ol atinG t~: cs e yrovisi Jl1s I!'as ~~un -

~;';'l d ) erp etu[O,l b an i 8hmen t f ron:. t h e I nd ies ~ "\.11 n a t;' is tr a tes , 

c ,:?) t a i ns , :9 i lo t s , or otl: er u erso ns a iding in tl: e vioia t i on 

o ~ t~e se r es tri c t i o~8 ~er e su b ject t o s evere p ena l t ie s . 

L 1 JC: lG C01U' s e of t i:~e t ~le p enalties 7:er e :Jade mor e s evere . 

Ii:. s evente ent~ c on t ury bo th , a s s eng ers u i thout a 1i-

c e l1;~ e 8:'1<1 t il e c c;,.p t a Ll s ':':10 c &r r ied tl'}. Gm '\~!e :!:'e s ent t o t h e 

['0,1 1 e :l8 :::01' f onr y ears , o.::.i.d in 1 60'7 

ill:y D 8 a -o ~fi c e r c a r ryins ~ as ~ el1Ger s 

it \7a S ordained tl~ 

t o tIle Indie s -.7i t h out 

~ o c lo s ely did S) aUl 

:r:, ,;, ~' C t: :e d ) or s of ~1e r Anerican re a l ms . ( 2 ) 

_ .morcU ll1t ' -\7 & 3 Given l icenoe t o go to t :l e L.ldi es f or I,./"" 

::0 o '~} :e r .ma :c:"' i ed ::;,a.~1 coul d [ 0 1/i t h ont h is 

-: ! i:~ e , ',::H:! :1.0 s ing le wo rJan -ilas g i ve:l a 1 ic 811s e. I f a man 

-:: c:: l ic811scd to g o t o a ~) artic ... : l a r tm'ln , h e must re s i de t::~ ere . 

I i :~e i') r e tond ed t o b e s oi n e: to exe r ci s e , a c erta in hancUcraft 

~e ~uc oblig ed t o fo llo~ it. I f a1 -;;- Ter son v en t t o t~l e I n -

d. ies \7 i tilout lice:1s 8 , an d "\1(;"8 ' i s c overed t :::: ere b:r t ile r O:,Ta l 

of i'icers , ::l i 8 entir e '" prO l~ erty was forfeited to tl:e c rorm , 

1. Evi dently t 2 ~ is d id 110t alYla~!S -:: ork . 

ol cle Gt ~'Iebraic , i f not Heb r ey! , co l ony ill America , s ee P os s , 

It ~ ou t ll 0 f Pa nama , p 14 . 

2 . Mose s , " Ca sa de Contra t aci6n Tl
, pp 112 -113 . 
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:Jave oYle - i'i f t h , H;-;.ich ';!ent to t il e informer . It was 

tl.:e office of t Il e Indi a Hou s e t o inve s tigate tIl e L or.a l 

C ~:8.l' 8. ct e r o::? -:-:; r i ests and friars , and t o exclude the un-

Po f oreign f riar CJul d [ 0 t o t: e I n die s . IT o 

~~i ar TI~ O re t urne t o Sp a"n was allowed to S o back , un -

l e :~ s he c oul d shor: [~ o o d caus e ::?or ili s r e turn t o f. pain . 

l:er.:o erG of J"; :le re lig ious orders , thus c a ref'"lly r estr i cted , 

':"'=~o l e :Jta~T i n ~l e I n , i es , t11e-- '"ere under tile order s 0= -:be 

I ndia IIoU Go .( l ) ITo fore i Gner c )u l d t rad e :! i t h "'-:le In ies v 

born in Cast ile , Leon , or Aragon , ~ere f or e i gners . ~11 i 8 

e ::-:eh' de d t::o ea t a l ans a Yl · IJav a rre :::; e , though til e JT rye::ce the 

~:Ll.s: ' :J sub j e c ts • . 1 v io l " 1: i Jn of t'":. i l aw was puni s: ed by · 

c.c u. th · .. nd L le f orfe iture of fo ods . Per s )ns res i ding in 

JC~'l e I n.d i es -"7 ~1 0 lJurc las e d g oods from f oreig:ners vler e !' e t urnecl 

t o S~)aLl as )r i s;)n er s and f orfei t ed hal f t he ir property. 

3~T a l a t er 1m'! a l l f ore i gners re s i d i ng in the Ind ie s './ere 

ex=.)el l ed . (2) I n order t o s e cure the Elon o __ ol ::l of Spain , 

8.11 industr i es t Jl&t cou l d comp'ete 'l ith t~o s e o f t ile mo t~e r v 
C J1~try , a na a l l CJQ ~erce between the cDl on i e s , ~as pro -

, 
1 . Mos es , " Casa de Contratac i on" , pp 112 - 113 . 

2 . Eoses , lI Casa de Contrat aci6n", pp 11 6 -117 . 
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I t '\"!as dut ;;~ of the c OIrJni s s ioners t o d i spat ch 

8,11 ::l oe t s , a~ld J~ o rec eiv e t h er:l o ~'l t ll e i r l~e turl1 . Ea ch 

s~ip ~a8 i nsp ec t e d t o se e i f it ~as i n c ondition to go t o 

s ea , O ~1C. if i t c arr i e d t he r e cu ired un ount of pr ov i Sions an d 

'rhe goods a 2.10wed to b e s ll i pp ed 'were sub-

j ect t o c (_ ~~ e ful r estricti ons . Onc e at s e a , ' 8 s h ip nTIls t 

n o t l e O-ye t :::e f l e et" on p ain of death ~'ld t he f orf e iture 

0 :: ,~' ) O a.S ~l t o t~l e c ap t ain . V~len t o shi p s r e turned , they 

-;,'or e inspec t ed t o se e i f t:;le y: had br OU[;ll t b a ck t :'ne men r.i. t h 

-::}:orr: ":::,18;1 s t arted , e; nd t:"a. t t :!J. ey c onta ine d n o unlicer..s ed " 

~~a e s~ e ci ally h eret i c a l, ~ e~ so~ . I t , ~as s t r i ctly ~ro-

~-:,. i l) i t e d t o rin g D_Ily I nd i an f r OI:1 ADer i c a . ( 2 ) 

Ver a Cruz 8:.--: d Port o Be l lo b e c ~IJ. e to t lle nm7 i70r l d v 
-:.'>_a t :::: ov ill e -,7a s t j Sp a i n . Great fa i rs ~ e1'e h eld t h e t e 

'.7~: e y: t he f l e ets ar1'i y e d . I n Mexic6 a nd Peru deal ers were 

o1'gunized i n clo s e c o r~ o r at i ons . ~he supp l y of 80 0ds 

Scarci t y a nd h i 8n val ues 

-,-,"e:::'e t h e a 1ms i n v ie\'] . Pr ofi t s wer e s ome t i mes t nTo e hun -

dr ed Dor c e r.t. Goods i70rth f or t y million p eso s \7 ()~lld 'b e 

so 1 o. i n f or t y da ys . As the produc ts t h e f l e e ts c ou l d. t ak e 

'0 2. ck t o S~ a :in vlere limi t ed, t l:e ex ce s s of Colollial products 

1. 11i t r e, ' lI Belgr ano", Vo l. 1, p 19 . 
, 

:!31 ackmar, 

~ [ ~2~i ~h Ins t i tut ions ~ p 297. 

2 . Mos es , 11 Ca s a de Contr a t a c i o'n 11
_, Pl? 118- 119. 
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o~; 'Jr t-~ a t t a,ken by t :le Spani ardo '.7as a t otal lo os . To 

cel l a t al l colonist must run a fe~rful gavntlet of 

:;.- e d - t O-p e . Th e p r actic al reo"-1.1 t YlB.S the supre Goion of 

r::'l:;'C~ : of ~~ ::'1 e ene l'gy of t lle pe op le. (1) 

Under ~..; he rule 0 f t ~le India ~Iouse, ·c ,J:mnerce TIL til 

LL1Cl" ic a wa s very- li[1i ted. It is estimated by Profe s s or 

Cairne s t~at at its h iG~est the legal traffic of Spain with 

~er cJloniec did not exce~d 27,500 t cns.(2) In 1555 the ' 

~leet from Seville c ons isted of eight vessels, and appar-

ently other ves~els st~ll sailed to the Indies. In 1573 -

the two fleets 'consisted of thirty vessels each. In 1582 

the return fleet c onsisted of thirty-seven ships, which 

c ar:::- ied gold , silver, coch ineal, sugar, and hides. In 

lG 25 , thirty-three s l,- i ps sailed to Vera Cruz' In 1637 

tile f l eet to Porto ' Bello had dwindled to ten ships. (3) . ~he 

t-ao-~lc8t sys te:r.J. . finally bl'oke dOi-"1n for l a ck of merchant-

chi p s to car ry "the g ood.s, and f or lack of a navy to protec't 

t J~ e r:l . In .t;ile· decline 0 f the Spanish monarchy there r / Ol ld 

~ e intervals of several years when the ships did not sail. 

~l~l e last f l eets s a iled in l70l, and the l ast' great fa ir a t 

1. MorriS, ll Iiistory of Colonization"; Vol. 1, p 262. 
, 

:3 ourn~ "Sp a.in in A.merica", p 283. Keller, II C oloni zaticin'~, p 

284 . Mitre, "Belgrano, Vol. 1, p 22~ 

2 . Cited by Moses, IlCasa de Contratacitnl~ p 119. 

3. Bourne, " Spain in American, pp 286-288. 
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I o:i.<;o :,e110 too: : :91 a c e Ll 17 37.(L) 

~: ~,:.< -:;:.: 0 . Pa cific 7! Cl:J a c lo Gec1 8e[. . 

eVG~t, des t ined t o ~ork 

a c ; ~:erci al revolution. Til i s fel lo'.','-countr;Ylllal1 of Gr otfu8 ' 

en ~e r c ~ ~he Pa cific, 20~ t o ~ i ~ht , but to tra de. Wiler:. h e 

~'1'.::)I:: 16 ~~ 3 to 1636, e i [).lt hu...7J.dred Dutc ::: 

~~. O -"1_ ~: :~ Ar.1cI'ican co as t , and c1 aminat ed bot~1 ;:: e8.8. (3) T'.!le :-::011-

o ~~ o ly of :::,)0. in was b :! .. o~:en b;)~ J~ ~ : c CUll S of T','il1 i k e118 an d ~·~c in • 

.A. t t ~:e 321:1.e +~ u..:.!TI.e 

\ ~tc~:. (~1'1c1 EnSlis11 ;.:: :: i p s entered the Rio de la Pla.ta 2nd tool: 

1)OSSG ~j 8iol1 of Colonia de Sacr ament o 011 t lle Banda Oriental, 

~ oDe o f t~ese p osts ~er e he ld 

1. 11i tre, " :3elGrano", Vol. 1, P 41. 

2. Tilis Dutc I'..man seems to have been 30r;1e'W~lat ne-

,:' lcc tGd by 1li 3t orians . Ire captured Sr..n Salvadol' in Brazil in 

IG 2 -G: , linG. -.7 a3 l:illed by h is mutinous m.en. Andr a de, " :: i s toria 

3. Bels r ano, Vol. 1, P t3. 
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b ~,T ::: ':'1 'J..nceJ:, tain tO ilUy e and at i :-regul ar int er v al s , but 

J.:~ ·: o ) :: J..: ~ : eL: C8.:-.:0 t o b e 0:: gr e a t c Jns e (~ue nce. Fr om 
; ( l 

Cu rc.cc.o tho DLltcll' ra ine d t :~ e trad e of Colombia and Vene-

n p ov~~ty-stricken v illafe i nto one of t he ~orldrs great 

Tl:.e i ndustri es o f cp[.. i n declin ed, r uine d ~ ~- 'bad 

.- 'OY ':;~~l1:-:!.ont . 3u r gos , u e[:'ov i c. an d ':'ole do co as e d to b e Dan-

By 1640~ t~e s )uthern province o o f 

~: ~ C :~::'l ~:3.C s o dec l ined t~:at i t ':fas f 'Ju n d in:poc :-:o i b le t o 

L.T: o :.:: e on t ::O;:1 a ::; r oCu ctive t ax . In 1662 , an off icia l 

:::o--,ort 0:: cort es t o Ph ili:p I V stat e d t ;:a't c evi lIe c on -

J":~ ', ::" :l e d onl y a quar ter o f it s ::Ol"!!,er inha'b i t f~nt s .(l) . Tlle 

1'1 0 ',7 -:.' 01'1 0. 1,"1 a s su~)p l ie{l -,-, i t2::. [o ods fron Engl and, Hollan d, a nd 

.~1r LLr:ce , e it:ler d i rec tly 'by sl:mgglin8 , or inc1 i rec tl:r by r:ay • 

l· ~." V~ 

In t h e c a s e of Buenos Aire s the India Hou se made 

:;r e c~ te 3 t e ffort t o Gu s n end tne l ;iX1S 0 ~.natur ~, .:'1l1 d 

custain ed itsGro a~ e st de fe at. It was the best ~ lace in 

(con. fr om p43-n4) f r on ytl ich t he Urugu.as-an s ar e 

cJDr.:on l y c a llea. Orientales. 

1. Buck le, " Ei s torJ- of Civilizat i on", PIJ 55-58. 

2 . ll Sc arcely f ive per cent of -uner ic an nece s sities 

',701'0 :?u.r::~ i GJle d b y ~nani Gh manu f c:.cturer s". ( About 1750) 
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Jejle co l onies to lyt: ild up a great city, of ,>/Lic n the f B.ct 

t ~~flt i t i s n ovI t;.18 G. ~ at e s t SlJani s h - spea::ing city in the 

~orld is sufficie~t evidence .(l) 7 ell s ituate d f or com-

I:1u ;1ic ut ion -:lith Europe, c 'Jnvcni ent as a "D ort of c a lI on 

": 11c '::a"}] t o tile Str a it of Ma gellan , ce:"1tre of a yast hydro-

trac.c of a v as t hinterland, tlle a dvantnz,e s of its 3ituation 

Due e it t~l e na tural er;;p orium of South h..T!J.eric£:. . ( 2 ) 

Th e Sp a :1i sll co lonia l system atteITIJ:lt ed t o mclCe .... 
1 (" 

8.l1G f or a time d i d r.!ak e it, t : e extr er:1e fro n t ier of t he em-

y ire . Goods to sUlT l y h er ::.eeds mus t cros s the At l a ntic 

t o Poy-'co Bello, b e tr~~18J? orte d to Panama, t h en ce b: r s ea .to 

Callao, o.nd b e sent ov e r l and , by mule transport, throu gh' 
A.. , 

Peru and Bolivi a , to Tuc~n, Cordoba and Buenos Aires •. 

Goo ds s old in Buen6s ·Aires .for six times t h eir cos t in Seville. 

~n:ntcvcr t~e c ost , Ar gentina had li t t le money u ith uhich 

to - ~ (J.y the bill. She i s the onl:r example in South America. 

of o. c olony est[ blis:1ed on t: le bas i s of .p roductive l ab or t 

f;l1d not r.!a inl~- i:or t:;1e r'urp os e of ac~uiring the precious v'" 

r.!et ~ls . ~'or her p ro ducts t ~:Gre .laS no mar2:e t. She c ould 

1. " Buenos Aires was predest i n ed to be the r ock on 

i7hich -t;}le Spani s 2':. colonial sys tem wa s shi p - ii/recl: ed .• " 
, 

Lop ez, 

de Argentina, Vol. 1, p 218. 

') >.J. Ivlitre,Tl Belgrano", Vol. 1, p 23 . 
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:10t ~; ()ncl i:ic1es to 8paL~1 uy ,:ay of Peru and Panama. By a 

r:'.,-:lcs , t i::. c onl y ~yo duc t -t :'1at ODe CCJ1.:;.l d sen d, £01' t he ,; old 

or s ilver ~f Poru. She ~08 depri7ed of TIine , oil, ~ ~a es-

~: c ci Glly iron, ~-:.d :.:;uc h i7ns :"ier l)OVerty t llG. t she CJul d buy 

In 1602, the inhab i-

t ~nts of Buenos Aires sen~ a repres entative to preoent their 

c as e to t h e ~in~ , f~ d as an ~ct of mercy , they were per mit-

ted t o s ~t i:p ~o t::e c oast 0 f Brazil, each year, 4:,000 

lm3:1e18 of f lour, 50 , 000 pOTI..'1ds o f dried r.~oc..t, a:ld 12,500 

These p r oduct s c ould b e e:xch ang ed f or 

ne c c ~~ 8ary t:: ings . Th i s ~) e l';;li s s ion ''-laS f o r s i x years only, 

IJut ',':as renm7ed in 1608 and 1614, and the ex:p ortfl.ti on of a 

<:' ~'1<-' 11 ~ " !1'1 ~"1' -'- "1 0 -" :1 l' de.... ',"JaG ~J err:i t ~ e d • I. ~ .I. •• LJ. .... ~\.c.;.. .L .... v t.. ..L . ... ~ In 1618 u ermissio~ - '\' 

',7a :; '-: i ven t o imp ort' 8l1d exp ol't .so ods t o t}l e aI'Jount of 200 

tO~8 , i n t~ o ~~ips , neither of TI1lich could b e of ~or e than 

110 tons , I n ordeT t~l8.t small COmI:le rce I:1 i ght no t inteT-

:.CC::"8 -:Ii 'ch <,='w t 0 : :?eru , a cus t om-!lous e was established G,t 
, 

~ o r d c lJ a, ':! ~~el' G dut ie s' 0: fi ft ;y· per cent i'lere c ollec ted . 

'.::':::'0 "" OO(}c ~!a cl ~) reviously pai d an eZ]? ort dut;:,' L'1 SpaLl , a 

cr,ty on £In: ival at :Suenos Aires, mld the frei [;jd; to Co'rQoba, 

1::!l i cl! r:mde t 2::. em 'Ilorth t h r e e or four tir::es J~he cost of t~~e 

Manufacture on their arr iva l in t~at city.( 2 ) 

1. Mitre, " BelGrano", Vol. 1, p 25. 

Mitre, 11 Be1e rano'; Vol. 1, pp 30-31. 
" 
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I n 16~O Portugal [:Lld Br a :: il Dec aDe i nd ep ende!l t 

Th ese nm7 nei (:~1"b ors iye re n ot 8ulJ jec t to t .1C 
. , 

re :ul~t i ons of the Cas a de Contr at a ci on. The Banda Or-

i 6 :1-:; <::.1 ","! Ci.S t"',e irs , and t !le tra dL'lS na t i or:S s oon c ame t o an 

u n (: er 8 'G cuc ing '."' it~l t ~lem . A great t r a de , in '1,7 001, h ides a:'ld 

drie d r:le a t s p r ang up . 
4. 

European go ods ca~e in abundantly, 

and ~ere sent a s far a s Bolivia. The Viceroy of Peru 

raised h is voice in unavailing protest.(l) After 1680, 

snm~-:;cling constituted the real commerce, a nd its qp e r a tions 

t ook p l ace with t h e regulari ty of a legal t ra::fic, uJlder 'the 

p ro tection of a C')II1JTIon i n t erest. ( 2 ) 

Th e Dutch , f r om t h eir p os t a t Cura~ao, 'built up a 

~_: l:ri VL1£ t r ad e, v/; dc i"~ J~hey ufter{lards s h a r ed \Yi th t h e Eng -

1 ::'8; : ",7n en t h e l a tt er occup ie d Trin i dad. Tili s tra ::f ic was 

c o :':'l''2 e t l:at CElla e ~ a governor of Car a c a s a t t h e be 5 in~~ ing 

of t ~'l e eigh t conth c enturY,organi z e d t h e bus Lless, er e c ting 

a Ere a t s t ore in CaraC [i& t o s ell smu gGled goods. (3) The 

:~ 'yc at exp or t of Ve n e zuela \7a S cocoa, and tllC Great marke t 

1. 
/ 

Lop e z , Vol. 1, P 34. 

2. Mitre, 11 Belgr anoll, Vol. 1, p 35. " Smu gs ling , 

v. 7l r o t es t in actio n a gainst an abs urd mon 01J oly , had 'b ec ome 

a ~10r":ul f unc ti on , lik e ".. li n e c irculati on of tllG l) lood, Y/h ic}l 

}:ad ::or it s a f' ents half South America". f2 ame, p 41 • 
..., 

3. Th e career of Omlias is de s cribe d b:,- Le v el, " =~i s -

t oria Patri a", pp 190 f f. His enemies ~eported t o the ~inG 

t 21 t;,t II even the clo t Dcs h e YJ ore were ' smugg led" • 
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~or coc oa ~as S~a~n . The cliT:18,x -;lao r e a c h ed when Dutqh 

8:.:"".1:.·:"l er o o ocul~ ec1 ::::. r r-;. ct ic all~~ t h e whole cocoa trad e 'o e-

t-.-: C; C ~'l Ve n e zuela ' an Q Spai n . ~o meet t : ~ i s s ituat i o:i.1, a 

c .) :-'!l:8. ~:~- 17ao org aniz ed at Guipus~oa i n 1728 , a nc1 San Sa-

" o~ ct i u;.'l , 3. 8 I'!ell as Cadiz , ,'/as op en ed Jco trad e 'v i t_l 

Yenez u e1 a . Th e n e>? c J :.1?an~T rlas a succe s s. Th e cocoa 

t r a d e do -- led, t ~::. e lJr ice in Spain f ell t o 0:1.e-h a1f what 

i t 1:ad b een , a~l d a -t l '& d a L1 c G.tJ.; le and ll ides vias b e gun.(l) 

The Pe ac e of Utrech t, i n 1713, ~ave t h e SD&~ i sh 

s lave - tra c. e to Eng l and , \7:,-i c11 c.llowed }'..er s h i ps t o ent er 

:::l) ';:J. ish- Aner i call p o y-~s "and incre as ec1 her oP1? ortUl'!i t ie s f or 

3he ~as a1 00 allou ed t o s ~nd one re gistered 

;:: . i.l~ of 500 tons t o Port o 3 e110, by ",llich s ~ e ing e :::J. ious ly 

s ent 500 to~s of g oo ds .(2) 

c olo n ie s o~ Eng1an~ par t icipated i n t raffic. The 

t:-o c e 0:: ~lJ o.i~1 wi t _l ::'-;.er co lon i es in Jehe eif h teenth century 

o c cu~) ied onl y fort ::l oi_ips a y e ar, vl!li1e more than three 

hund y ed shi p s of ot h er n a t i Jns engage d in it.(3) 

gling had risen to th e d i gnity of a n institution, a nd h ad 

attaine d to a de gre e of re gu l B.ri ty and of organi zat ion 

',-.' -: i C:1 t::. e rlorld has n ot ~':nown eith er before or since. (4) 

1. Roscher, p 37. In the sixteen years p receed-

i ng t ile founding of the Clnntpany, ' no shlp had sailed fr om 

Venezue l a for Spain. Keller, p 236. 

2. Kel . r, p 250. (3. Colmeiro, cited b y Keller,p 251. 

4. Ivrose s , TlEst r blish!!1ent of 8:9o.l1 i8h Rule lT , ~~p "169-170. 
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Charl es II I, o~e o~ t~e greatest of Spani sh k ings , 

&:J CC:l0ecJ J':~1 8 ';~?ll'one in 1759 , 2l1c1 -re i g-ned till1788. IUs 

~ e ~or~s t3T~inat e d the co~tro1 of t~~ I ndia Eouse. In 

1 701.. , 11e e 8 tablished re r-u l 6.r :-Jl 0j.1t~'l ly cOL11:llli1ica t ion ',-Ii th 

~~e next y e ar, free t r ade betTIeen the ~e 3t Ind ies 

end ~ll Epanish p ortsuas c on ceded. In 1788 all -t, i~e p orts 

0:: t J1 0 co lon ial emp ire v/ere op ened t o CO:::Elerce l7i tl: a ll the 

~ OTt s of ~pain. I n 1774 , the p roh i b ition of interna l trade 

Oot':lc ej.l l,:exi c o, G11atemal a , Peru and. Hew ') r ana da \7aS rer::oved. 

J0 3e' P6.tino, t::e Coll.')er t 0::: ~::!ain , est L-b lisfle d tile I,Iin i str"y 

C,):-:-'c rol of C')7T.:erce, ,a llcl tool: ~ron it t::e }l ern icious au -

OEe yes1.~ltof' t il e COL1I;lercial s:~s-S e r.1. ',"las tlH:.t f or-

ei~n ~ o~ers , particula~ly En g l a nd ~nd the United States, v 

~elC int er este d in the s ep aration of the c olonies fr o~ t~ e 

:,lO<;~ >'J:::' countr:! . srom t ile destruction of t h e SlJani sh fleet 

at ::21'afo.l g8.r Jeo t~lO s et t ing f or th 0 f J,:;h e Monroe Doctrin e, 

t~ e tvo ~ oTIers contributed in various ways to t Da t resu1t.(2) 

A re mllt of gr e ater c onseque nce \'las t l:at tile col,-

0:1i c8 f ound t1:e c om:~ ~erci al yoke of Spain far to o h eavy a 

1. Harris, Vol. 1, p 268. 
, 

Lop e z , " IUstoria 

Arge:ltina", Vol. 1, p 242. 

2 . Keller, pp 324-325-327. 



bur den, and s eized t~le first o_"\port1L.'1i ty t o get rid of it. 

S:he sys tem 'bad no fr iends save in Peru, Panama , and Mexico, 

and in the lat t er country its friends were f ew. Buenos 

~ires and Caracas were t he f irs t centres of r esistance to 

2~ a~ i 3~ r ule, a~ Lima was the centre of op] osi t i on t o t~e 

rcYolut i on . The r evolu ..... i o!lists of C~rac as demanded of 

~~G ~e c e nt , in 1810, fre edom f or cul tivating all products 

~;. ~1d L18.nufac tv..res ; freed om to imyort 8.::.1d ex:9ort to c;.nd from 

~.:. ll SpD.nish and i'rie!ldly yOl'ts ; free trade be tween Spanish 

i\..:-.".erica LnG AS ia, and fre e trade ';7 i t21 the Philippines ; and· 

t l-:-:; 1:0 01i ti on of c 'JLDerc i a l mon o- olies. Spain r efused to. 

~,- ia·l(1 , fmc[ t he revolution -,,Yas th e resul:t.(l) '::11e revolt 

~he two gr eat ESe Ylerels , 
revolut i on -ilere ooli'\8. I' of Caracas and San I.:arti.n of 

3ue :10s Ai res , and t}~c ' war- ViaS f i111shed in Peru by t he com-

b i necl an. ies of ":,-.70 s-ener als .• Beoause of the severity 

of S"Canish rul e the c ont·est l eft beh ind i t a legacy of 

l asting ~ostility . Commercial re l ations betwe en Spain and 

~ 8 r f ormer coloni es a l mos t ceased .( 2 ) 

Anothe r re sult .of the system uas t hat the colonists 

-i!ere C oYldem..'1ed to poverty. 'li th the manu factures of 

!.mrope s o h i gh in price, the colonia l s natural l y tr i ed to 

11:::; e -;!Latever ..... ms pr oduced in America t !;.a t cou l d be made t o 

tn}:e t he ir ul o.ce. T}: e tendency was t o lowe r t 1e ~l) an ish 

1. Morris , Vol. 1, pp 270-271. 

2 . Moses·, 11 ~st ab lishment of Spanish Rule ll ~ pp 

v 
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8 ~ andard of living to that of t~e Indian , not t o elevate ~ 

t ': 8 s t &:-:d. nrd 0:: the l atte r . Th e vast s ystem of illec nl 

A mar i tir.18 co r"2'1erce ~) y ~lle 

c o l o ~ i c ~D ~a8 ~ o s 8 i~ le , to a l i~it eQ ex~ent , o~ L~e Pacific 

TIG i ~~er [ oode n or i deas cou l d 

,; :l C J~ ~:c mono'con7 0 :: co l o:ni a l l i f e . ~ 
VI8.G ne78 r 

t ale D a:: t:lose '\·t l::.o ~l 8. d e :~n l ol~ed t~le far re g i ons of til e e nrtll . 

':,':len t ::e :.l ced CBr.1e : 0· =i ,c'}lt .J~l~e navy of Spain , t _le tHO 
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Chapter V 

r':" IZE GOVERln:ElJ~ OF ~HE I HDIANS 

':::1:e c oYerm,:ent of t h e Inc.i al1s had a special char-

}WY inS' lavls different from t ~lo s e ordai ned f or the 

· .... :rli t e r!!al1, and, t o a certain extent, differe:1t off icers for 

t::eir D.dL1inis t rati on • =:11e land of all the colonies was 

flnd the grants t hat \lere made to 

·~:: e Conquerors v/ere in a s ense l)ublic offices as \/e ll as 

l c.~1deG es tat es. Tile crOi7n sOllf,ht to :p l a ce t h e enco:::en-

de roo, as t~o se who 1'eceiYed gran ts of l and uere called, 

11..'1(101' s -,lC h restTic t ionC t:18.t the I ndians would n ot be 

I t uas not the int ention of the Spa~i sh 

:~ i n~- ::: t o )l~ ce t~:e 111d i a.:1s in a c ondit ion of slavery, and 

t~le iT 1 ,):.7 8 ~'ilt3r e 111ID.Une. AGainst t :l is we must place .L ' vile 

fa.ct t : ~c.t t ;:e ir treasury participated ill the l)rofi t s of 

Inaia~ s ervitude.(2} I nd ians wer e in l aw minors. 

C ;l l d not carry ar ms , learn the manufacture of ther:: , or 

o~;r~"l a h orse. ~hey \7e r e oblig ed to live in villages, 

1. Rosc her, "Spanish Colonial System", p 4. 

tiTh e Spa.Ylish monarchs i7ere., without except ion, eminent pro-

tectors. of the Ind ians ll
• He.lps, I1Spanish Conquest", '101. 4: , 

1). 257. 

2 . "Th e fir s t t h ing (for the viceroy) ''las to senel 

ric l~es !lome to Spainll. Markham , lI Histor;>T of Perull , p 197. 



-53--

-:: ~,-ites '::e r e :"lot T) er ~_:i ~: -': ed to se tt le among t hem, a lld mer-

ch£.l1ts v/ ~ re :10t ~o :::-er1ain lonGer t ::w n t hree days in t1:.eir 

They could 

Do t c J nt r ~ct debts of over five dollars. In spiritual 

ra~ters they were treated with exceptional mildness, and 

':: ere not under t Ile jurisdiction of the Inquisition. (I) 

As a matter of fact t h ey 7!ere treated as slaves by t h e 

COl1qu erors. ~he enconenderos t re a ted the Indians as beasts 

0::: burden, exacting froEl t I-:.em the llardest labors w.i thout any 

Even tll e b est of Spallish soldiers r.1ade 

~a:::- t~a t they migh t subject the I nd i ans, men and TIomen, to . 

f orcGo. l ab ol' in. t h e f :tclda and as dOr.lestic servants. (3) r 
J...n encboiende. was a s roup of I ndians, with the l and 

O~l -,7: : '.. iCll they lived, g iven over to the c are of a 3paniard, 

t o rece~ve from them certain tributes und services, 

und TI aa t o p erform certain duties.(4) It ~as t h e duty of 

an 8l1comendero to defend the p erson and property of l1is 

Il1Qi un clients, td treat t hem'Vlell in secular t hings, and 

1. Roscher, "Spanish Colonial System", p 6. 

2. " History of South Amer'ica", by an American, p 74. 

3. Lo'I>ez, " Historia Arge~ltinall, p 127. 

1. "They are properly undertakers or patrons for 

t h e C G.Y8 and oversight of men committed to t heir faith und 

] Totection, although they may lawfully take tribute of the'm . 

in return". Acoata, ci te el by Helps, "Spanish Conquest ll , 

Vol. 3, T- ·79, 
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to have t l1em instructed in the Christian faith. (1) . ':'11e 

l&~s c oncerning enc o~iendas varied from time to time. 

I n Pe:.'u, Pizarro l1 eceived from Charles V authori ty to 

~r~nt eDco~iendaG for one life only. In 1536 he ViaS 

~: i ven t ile :9 O\",er to Grant t hem ::or two lives. In 1542 

t}le ITev, La~.vs pro~nibitea them entirely, and in 1545 it ~"laS 

or (lo1'eo t La t ellcomiendaG should be [ r anted for tv/o lives, 

~.l ~'.:. d .-; ~ : c)l':.l d t hen fall to tilo cro"':"Jn.,· In l.iexico tilings 

",70yod i f:::erent. C orte~ grante d encomiendas~ but the 

fra~t ~as ~ot conf irmed. 

t~eD b y tacit permis s ion. 

The gr antees continued to hold 

These TIere for one life only, 

but it bec ame the cus tom to grant t hem to widows of formel" 

8nc)r:lenderoG, and soon it became customary to tl~ansfer 

e~e :TI by inheri t apce. In 1559, a. third life was granted. 

In 160'7, afte r a di'scus s ion of twenty-five years, a fourth 

life wus legalized. A fift~ life was granted in 1629. 

T~e system was abolished by Charles III~(2) Pro­

~ectors ~ere a~po inted to see that the encomendero did h is 

duty. _ :.'heseofficers did so~e good, but in general they 

were unable t o prevent the oppression of the Indians.(~) 

1. Helps, Vol. 3, p 80, note, }3-- 123. Moses, 

ITEstablisr.!..TJent of Spanish Rule", p 93. 

2. Helps, Vol. 4, pp 236-240. 

3. Help,s, Vol. 4, p 265. 
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An encomienda was established by foroe of arms. A body of 

soldiers were sent to found a village, and to paoify and 

bring to subjection the neighboring Indians. The natives 

,,"ere slaughtered until those who rer:J.ai:'led "gave themselves 

over and oornmended themselves," after which they served the 

settlers of the villa. (2) An enoomienda might oontain a 

tho llsand male Indians. (3) 

It wes at first the rule that the Indians should 

serve their masters two months in the year, and enjoy lib­

erty in their pueblos the other ten months. This was not 

suf:icient service to satisfy the greed of the Spaniards. 

The mines demanded an enormous number of laborers. In Peru 

alone 1400 mines were worked. By law one-seventh of the 

males, from 18 to 50 years of age, in a given distriot, mast 

work in the mines if called upon. It is said that not more 

than one-fifth of those sent to the mines survived to return 

horne. This was the most fatal servitude imposed on the Indian. (4) 

Another service that wore out many Indians was that 

of porters. The only roads were foot-pathS,and there was 

2. Helps, Vol. IV, p 265. 

3. Cortez, "Relaciones", P 96. 

Pedro de Alvarado establishes Villa Segura. "The natives 

were divided by the settlers of the villa, and served them 

wi th good will." They rebell, , and Alvarado conq uers them. 

"They are now paoified, and serve the Spaniards. They are so 

ta!Iled that they will come even to this city when corrunanded." 

Cortez, p 98. 

4. Markham "History of Peru" p 193 

Hote 5 carr ied to page. 5 ~. 
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for a long time asoarcitJybf beasts of burden, while Indians 

were plentiful. When ~he ~ule replaoed the Indian as a bur­

den-bearer it was a great benefit. (1) 
Even if the Indian remained in his pueblo the pay-

ment of the tribute exacted ceaseless toil. (2) When the 

system of enoomiendas had been largely or 'entirely abolished, 
~ 

the oppression of the Indians was nnot relaxed. The official 

report of i:Jorge Juan and Antonio Ulloa, made to the Spanish 

king just before the middle of the eighte~nth century, shows 

tne condit ion of the Indians under the colonial administration. (3') 

The report maintains that the oppression of the Indians was 

caused by a greed for wealth on the part of their rulers. 

The Indians, not living now under the enoomienda system, were 

divided into distriots, under the rule of an offioer called 

the corregidor. 

1. History of South Amerioa, by an Amerioan, P 75 

Markham, History of Peru, p 193. 

2. Ten thousand Indians died in the first expedi­

tion of Almagro into Chili, The transport of Balboa's ship 

material aoross the isthmus was very oostly in Indian lives. 

3. A doo :.lment preserved by Las Casas gives the 

tribute imposed on 500 Indian families in the oomparatively 

poor region of Arequipa. It inoluded 180 Peruvian sheep, 

although suoh animals were not to be found there, and had to be 

purohased elsewhere. Helps, Vol. IV, p 231. 

4. The report is oalled Notioias Seoretes de Amer-

ioa. It was first published in London a.bout 100 years after 

it was written:}.. 
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To this officer belonged the right to oollect the trib~te, 

and he had a monopoly of trade with the Indians of his distriot. 

The Indians subjeot to the mita, or forced labor, did not pay 

direotly to the corregidor, but the trib~te was paid by the 

masters, who ded~oted it from the pay of their servants. The 

oorregidores oollected excessive sums as tribute, as the Indians 

h~ d no way of oalling them to aooount. As the oorregidor had 

absolute power, he forced the Indians to labor for his profit, 

paying very small wages. (1) By law the oorregidor was to 

supply the Indians with such things as they needed, at moderate 

prioes; the theory being that he would know their needs better 

than anyone else, and would save them from exploitation by 

merohants. He brought them suoh things as he wished, and ex-

acted in payment everything that the Indians had that was of 
\ 

The gains . of the 2Q!r~g~~Qr_in purchasing and distrib-

uting goods often amounted to more than four hundred per oent 

of the cost. Men who went from Spain in debt would ret~n at 

the end of five years with from 60,000 to 200,000 dollars, though 

the salary of their office was hardly adequate for their current 

expenses. (2) 

1. "These aots of extortion, whioh ' have no limit, have 

reduced them to a condition so deplorable that the state of the 

most poor and miserable beings that can be imagined is not to 

be compared with that of the Indians." Noticias Secretas p 239. 

2. Notioias Seoretas, P 243. 
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On the agrioult :lral estates Indians were required 

to work 300 days in the year. For this they were paid 

eighteen dollars. The tribute, eight dollars, was deduoted 

from the annual wages by the owner of the estate. In addi-

tiJn two dollars and twenty-five cents were deduoted in pay­

ment of three yards of cloth, whioh was the sale clothing 

v 

of the laborer. This leaves him seven dollars and seventy­

five oents, with whioh to support his family and pay the oon­

tributions exacted from him by the ourate. He and his fami­

ly cultivated a small pieoe of ground, but as that did not 

raise suffioient food, his master sold him corn, for he oould 

buy of no one else, so that he is placed in debt to his mas­

ter. He thus becomes a slave for life, and the children are 

required to pay, by their personal services, the debts of their 

parents. (1) 

A faotorysystem of extraordinary cruelty had grown 
./ 

up. Work at the faotory began before the day dawned, and the 

doors were locked. When darkness brought the work of the da7 · 

to an end, the master inspeoted the work. Those who had not 

finished the required amount were punished with terrible severi­

ty. ~he instrument of punishment was the whip, and hundreds of 

lashes were inflicted for any ·failure to produoe the required 

amount of work. (2) 

1. Notioias Seoretas pp 268-270. 

2. Notioias Seoretas, p 276. 
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The soourge was made of oow-hide, a little less than a finger 

in thiokness. and about a yard long. Women and ohildren, as 

well as men, were punished V'{ith it. With suoh an instrument 

priests ohastised their parishioners, andexaoted from them 

any servioe whioh they wished. (1) 

The offioial report did not produoe any ohange in the 

state of affairs. The influenoe of the oppressors was too 

strong. Santalioes, Governor of La Paz, devoted his life to 

the oause of reform. He was removed by poison. Blas 'I'upao 

A.aaru, an Indian of the Inoa family, went to Spain to remon-

strate against the injustioe done his people. He was murdered 

on his way baok. Nothing was done until the great uprising 

under Tupao Amaru in 1780. (2) 
-' . I 

After that the oorregidoras 

were abolished, and sub-delegados, who received their orders 

froe the intendentes, were appointed to take oare of the Indian8. 

1. Notioias Seoretes, pp 289-290. 

A person who was not a Spaniard, "or did not enjoy the privilege 

of being, "me' was soourged as an ordinary punishment in Buenos 

Aires. He was given two hundred lashes for oarrying prohibited 
-

weapons, or for running his horse through the st'reets, and oarr¥,-

ing a knife. 

2. 

Dooumentos para la Historia, eto, Vol. 1, pp 1,2. 

Markham, History .of Peru, p 197. 

(Continued from page 55, nete 5) "History of South 

America", by an American, p 75. Yarkham, Peru, p 193. 
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..;. SupreJ:le C01 .. rt for Indians was establ ished a t Cuzco, in 

:.l.ccordence with the demand of Tupa c Amaru.(l) For the 

dir:",i l'lu jL m i ll th e p o :r.lUl ati o~! the. rule of Spain wes no t en- • 

tirel~/ to blame. Pestilences destroyed a large number 

of Ii: : ians . In Mexico tt ore was a disease ca l led the 

~;:3. tl~Z 3.L U a. t l, wf_ ich existed among the Indians before the 

coming of t he Sp&niard(2) Small-pox was introduced into 

~ex ico in t h e tim~ of C0rtez. The natives perished in 

,.: reat n-lmte rs, and distri cts were almost ,lepopulated. (3) 

An o-:, i rler:J ic, p robabl y d i~htheria, ":laS f irst noticed in Carth-

olCellU i n 1588 . I t r !~s ":- e el oyer a - 1 3011t ~" America. Of 

I na ian child~an s~ ~~ck Jown hy t his epidemic, not cne out 

c~ ~ b~ndred escBDed with life.(4) 

So l a r ge a. ~" l1n.Jber of I nd ians v;e re taken +"-o :n agri-

Ct-' .L~ur e to b e used in" tim~s of ,,«11" as perters, and in the 

This aDc ounts ~or the death 

of \, Yolo cO ::Jlluni ties. (5) 

1. Markham, "History of Peru 11 t p 197. 

2. Bancroft, "Eistory of Mexico", Vol. XI, p 757. 

I J" i s Bstima ted too t tw~ mill iens died Q f t h is disease in 1576. 

3. Same as n ote 2. Belpst Vel. II, p 303. "Where 

tLe re w"ere twenty thousand Indians, t he re have not rernaLled 

flioretl:.an forty inhabitants". An official report for 1552, 

'l' loted by llelpst Vol. IV; p 258. · 

4 . Helps, Vol. IV, p 258. 

is. "Histc ry of SO'.lth A.rne rica", by an Ame :-ican , p55. 

rtF ':llfl i ~1 e c ar .. ;,ot be class ed as less destructive than epid emics". 

3D-nu ro f t, '101. · XI, P 757. 
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:'l:. e !'e v. Ft S :::. li en ormous Cl. es t ruct ion of li f e fro m s heer 

On t hi s sub ject, f or the ea rly 

pe ri od of t he c Gl on ization, t he one gr ea t witne s s is Las 

C:.i s.:::.s. ~U S esti :!lB. tes must b e :iiscollnt ed , but his ie 8-

0r i pt ion Qf t h e de :~ opulation of t h e Antilles is bey ond 

que s t ion . (1) ~.hatever t he ir numbers, these I ndians en-

t i.. rel ':'T disa.!? ~) e e.red. < As to t h e manner of t he ir disappear-

anee, Vie may well 'b elieve t hat "no to ngue is ca pable of 

des c r i bing t he villa~ies 0f t hose bloody - minded illen~.(2) 

Ta e ex a ct mental a ttitu de oft l~ e Spaniard in the matter is 

s L O'rlH be'l Ge'mara' s r emark sb ou t t; overnor Ovando, that he 

Gove r n ed i ~ "a ver y Ch~istian way", and that hb pacified 

3. cc r t [:in di s trie" by bnrnip.g a live fort y +udian chiefs. (3) 

I n 1 :3 52 ·t her e rema in ed orJ.y 200 Indi ans .in 'Sarti> DomingQ • 

In one district Qf Cuba; IDGre than 7000 children died in 

t hree O!' f' o '.l.r months, bec ause their parents had been driven 

. off t o the min es. (4) 

The u.ut l:or wh o did more t han any other to cover up t 1"l e 

evil d -? eds of the Sp aniards · estimates the number of Indians 

1. !gr an estimate of Las Casas, see Wins~r, 

"l;a rrative and Critical ·IUstQry", Vsl. II, p 301. 

2. Las Casas, queted by Winsor, ViI. II, P 319. 

3·. Go'mara, "Eiste ria de las Indias, p 175, 

4. Las Ca~as, WinsQr, VG1. II, .p 327. 
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?::il1ed and enslaved by Pedrarias at two millions. (1) 

The extent of ~h e depopulation on the mainland 

ce. nnot be esti:;mted with any approach to accuracy. Keane, 

Yi ho is a comp etent jude e, estimates t hat the native pop-

ulati on of Collunbi a declined fro m ei ght millions to one 

million. (2) As t o Peru, a district wh ich in 1573 had 

11 ,199 Indian laborers, had in 1673.1674.(3) The popu-

lati on of the Inca empire is estimated by early writers at 

ten or t welve millions. In 1575, according to the estimate 

of nUl!lboldt, t here remained 1,500,000.(4) During the 

el e;hteenth century t he increase of the Indian and mixed 

races, taken t Bether, was considerable.(5) 

1. Oviedo, "Historia de Indias", Beok 29, Chap. 34. 

2. "Central" a.nd South America", Vel. I, p 139. 

3. Markham, p 193. 

4. Given by Keller~ "Colonization", p 267. 

5. Humboldt, "New 3pain", Book II, Chap. IV. 

NOTE In seme parts of the Spanish colonial em-
pire the negre became an imper.tant factor. The negro 
popula t ion was always limited to the islands and to a few 
districts on the continent. He belonged t~ the islands 
and the lowlands, and never secured a fo ting in the elevated 
res ions of the tropics or the temperate regions of" the south. 
Humboldt estimates the negro population of Spanish America 
at 776,000, of which only 387,000 were on th e continent. 
Of these the larger part were in Panama, Co~~mbia and 
.venezuela. * " 

"'Roscher, p 18. 
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The right to introduce ne gro slaves i nto t he 
Spa!-! ish dominions was s old by the king tQ an individual, 
or a c ompany, £C.H a term of yeare ,; the party contractin~ 
wi t h tl:. e ::rinG ,being b ~und to i ntro duce a certai n number 
of negro es. This traffic finally fell into the hands 0f 
t he 3ncl ish a t the Treaty of Utrecht. Previous t o t his 
tt:: e, 3. Fr ench company had t he co ntract fo r twelve years, 
a nd t a e prede'ces "1 or of the Fre'nch company was a Portugese 
co r pora t ion , which had handled t he bus iness for five years.(l) 

Laws for t he government of the negro were very 
severe. He c rnl ld hav e noth ing to do wi th t he Indians, 
and marriages or illicit connections between the two r aces 
were prohibited, or punished with great severity. (2) These 
laRs c~uld not be enforced, ar. ,i t he zambo, or descendant 
of Indian and negro, became, like t he mulato, a clas s to 
be taken i nto account. (3) In 1Iexico descendants (' .~ ne­
; roes, of whatever mixture, were branded with i nf?i1y Y- by 
being s'.-b jected to a special tribute, wh i ch , as ma ny of t he 
mi x ed race c0 1.lld not be distinguished in appearance from t he 
Spani a rds, kept t h em i n a s":ate of constant irritati on. (4) • 
Laws cotlC erning negroes c; rew mo re humane in t he latter per­
iod of the Spanis h empire, and especially during t he reign 
of Charles III. According to t hese laws, they must be 
t aUGht t he elements of Christianity , and must be give n time 
to att end churc h . In ca se t heir master was cruel, they 
c Juld get tt emsel ves transferred to anothe r. (5) A sl ave 
co"'.1 purcha se his liber t y , t he pri ce being fi x ed by law at 
~300. There Ylerelarge nUI ' ~ e rs of fr ee negroes, but there 
wer e still G2,000 left in Vemzuela when the uprisinG against 
SpaiD in 1810 gave them their liberty. (6) 

The negroes, wherever t heir numbers were sufficient­
ly Great, brought into the commonwealth an element of CQr­
ruption and demoralization. (7) UprGoted from Africa and 
transported to the new world, they had no elements of culture 
to c ontribute to the society ~f America. Their contributi0n 
na s bioI gical, and was do ubtless of some value. Even where 
~ost numerQue they had li t tle effect on institutions. 

1. The Pertugese Company contracted to introduce 
10,000 tons GfslaTes in , sixand one-half years, paying for the 
Yl rivileg~ at the rat:e of .$112.50 a ton. Terms of the con­
tracts with theee indiTid~ls and oempanies are given in 
Gonzalez "Historia Eetadistica", Chapter VIII. 2. MQses,"Eve g-f Emancipation", p 108. 

3. "Mulato" , from "mulo", -- mule. 
4~ Humbgldt, "Political Essay", Vol. 1, p 194. 

itt ~. H~lps "Spanish d.onq~e6t" V'ill."IV p 251 B. Gonza1ez, "Historia~stadlstlca , ~p 67-69. 
7. 1;os ' 8 , "Spanish Depende ncies i n Sont h Ame rica", 

Vol. I I, p 204 . 
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Chapter VI 

TEE CmmCH 

The Church enters int o t he colonial s ystem as a 

de.0 Ci r tment of [;overnment, and YfBS S0 related tG othe r 

i C1') urt ments as to best promote t t e common end. The co-

lo nial system had 8. t its t ead a k inS- w1:o was absolute in 

chur ch and state. Such riGhts as t he p ep e mi ?ht have 

claimed were ceded to the crown of Spain by the bull of 

Alexander VI in 1493, in the follClwi ng terms: "We c ive, 

cO llc ede and. assign t h em in perpetuity to Y0U and the Kings 

of Castile and Leon, your heirs and snccessors; and we 

make, constitute and 'depute you and YGur heirs and succes-

sors, the a f0resaid, lords Qf these lands, m. th free, full 

and absolute pGw e r , authcrity, and jurisdictien".(l) Ue 

bull of t h e pope had any auth0rity in America without being 

exaJn i ned and approved by the royal Ceuncil of the Indies. (2) 

The ec clesiastical patronac; e of t he whole of Spani s h Am erica V 

belon[;e~ exclusively to the king. By a law 0: 1508, he 

1. MGl.ntes de -oca, "Cuestiones Consti tucionales", 

quoted by Moses, "Eve of ~ancipation", p 120. "Particu-

larly that You r Majesty is considered in t he In~ies as more 
.2-

t han patron, as the del gate of the Apostolic See, the one · 
-

to Y'lhom is com eded the place (!)f H'is ITolfness, in alleccles-

(c();'1 tinuation of t t is and note 2 on page 64). 
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nGc inated all bishops and canons. The annates and the 

proc eeds of the s al e of indulgences went i nto the royal 

treasury. (I) NQ churches, monast eries, Qr pi~us pl ac es 

mic~ t be es tablished without t he c ons ent of t he king . 

~h e titles belonged t o hi m, a nd were distributed to bishops, 

c .. urche s , ho spitals f and s i:nilar institutions, one - ni nth 

be ~~e r es erved fo r the royal treasury.(2} 

The priest-hood established i n the new werld re-

mai ~ cd fo r eign, becaus e no I ndi an , except in Mexic , and 

'" few Span i s h-Amer icans, were orda ined te the priesthEHl)d. 

Very few Ame rica ns eve r atta i ned t he episcopal effice. A 

provlnc i a l cO'lnc il c ould be held only by t he cons ent ef t h e 

Its decisi ons were sent to t he Council 

of t he I ndies, an d were subject to t h e c onfirmation .f the 

Connc il. (3) Th e aUQiencias, or supreme court~, were 

court s of apneal i n ecclesiastical as i n criminal and civil 

ca ses. (4 ) The quality of t he clergy sent to America was 

fre ~uently very bad. Cgrtez speaks very explicitly about 

prela tes who indulge in wicked hab its and profanity, waste 

~he estates of t he Chu rch, and leave estates to t heir 

children. (5) 

(Continued from preceding page)-sl astical af~airs". 

(/ 

Doctor Araciel ef the Council of the Indies, quoted by Moses, 

"Eve of emancipation", p 123. (Note 2) "His.tery of America" 
, , 

by an American, p 69. 

1. Moses, "Establ ishment of Spanish Rule~ l'P 61-62,. 

2. M~ses, "Eve of Ernancipation", pp 242-243. 

(Notes conti.nued n ~911 owing page) .' 
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Dur L 8 the ea rly pe riod of Spanish r ule many of t he bishops, 

pa ris t priests a ;:.d missiQnaries were . men of t i e;h cha racter 

::.nd ab ility. (1) Mi gration to A.'1l eric a ,howeve r,was esp eci- ,/ 
~ 

ally attractive to priests who did not like t he. strict 

rules to which t h ey were subjected i n Spain, and viLo wis hed 

to e C~l ire wealth. Their corruption and avarice became 

notorious. (2) The Ciuality of ecclesiastics sent to Ame r-

ica det eriorated with the decline of t he Span ish monarchy. 

The character ascribed to them by .Juan a nd Ulloa, in t heir 

f am ous r eport, is one of Great ¥i ckedness. They usually 

bent a l l their e~forts to amas s i nG wealth, and though the 

custowar y fees mi 8ht Dot exceed seven or eight hundred dollars, 

they tad a n i ncome of five or s ix t housand. The t Yro orders 

of t he cle r gy .were Guilty of suc h licentiousness t hat they 

se ~med to regard it as t heir privilege to 8 0 befo r e a ll 

ot hers in t he career of vice.(3) 

(Cont i nued f rom preceeding page) 3. Mo ses "Eye of 

Emancipation", p 131. 4. "Histo r y of SO~lth Ame rica, by 

e n American , p 71. 5. Helps, "Spanish Conquest~' Vol. III. pp20-2l. 

1. For t his side of .the case, s ee Bancro f t, Vol. 

X, Chapter XIX ana Roscher, p 14. 

2 . "History ef Sout h Americ a ", by a r~ Americ an, p 69. 

3. Neticias Secretas, pp 335-337-490. "It is a fact. 

· ... orthy .of mention ~ . hat in t he rural districts it is rare to find 

a well-tQ-dQ white family that is not descended from some priest. 
, 

The prestige of wealth which the parish priest en joys is such 

t hat women of distinguish ed families lived in ;.ublic concubinage 

with t he clergy, who h~ew how to take a dvantage of t h is favorable 

(Continu~d onJ following page.) 
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I n the l e st half of tl:e eigh te enth century the p roce ps of 

,:, ec r u it inc for the religi o1.s orders b ec ame a scp-ndal . E.v e ry 

y E.'::l r cOT!L1isE:.r ies c ame : 0 Spai n for re ' ;:,u its. S::hose wh o 

8:l2.isted Yic:c e tl: e reb el lious, t he wi cked , end ev en t hose 

Wl LO ]:[:.:1 b e en exclu ded f r om t:-~e p..:..o nast e ries . Such Wtl S ti: e 

d .2.r:l c ter of t t ese ~'l is s io naries t; .... e.. t cap ta i:1s E n Id s OEl e-

ti ~es r e ~use t o 2c c e ~ t t t eo us pass ense rs , and had to b e 

c ~m~ elled to d o s o by tl r med ~o rce.(I) The res ul a r cler~y 

~ ere ~r ee t ]y infe rio r t o t he s ec~lar. t h e fo r me r being 

rec~ ; ited ~rcm t h e lowest class es . ( 2 ) 

t:; 1e C:lUrch i n t he n eYf 'iorld acqll ired enormous wealth. 

It ul t i r;lutely held Elo out hel:: of e ll t he p r operty in the c/ 

(; 0 1 C i1 i e s • (3) ~ hi s was a n obstac le to p roduction, a s t h e 

l a Ld. s of t h e church were b[~ d.ly cultivated . All p roduct s 

of aGr icul t ure we~e sub ject t o t he tithe , wh i ch was so bur-

d.e ns ,j!" e a s t o o ec ,:rae i'1 s ome cases p r oh i b itiv e of c'-<.lti-

'lu t ion . (4 ) The Inqu isition wa s established i n Ame r i ca i n 

(Cont i nued f r ol! l)reced lng pag e ) di sposition , and left 

nur:~ e rons fa r-, i lies in t :1e 10 c2.1 i ties where they l i ved". 

PareJ es, "La Provincia d e I nquisivi': qHoted by I,~oses , p 74. 

1. "No ticias Se c r etes", p 509, no te by t he editor , 

Barry, who resided in Cadiz. 

2 . Same a s 1, p 518; There is a li s cus ~ i on of t h e , 
s Ut_l jec t in Go nzalez , "Hist.oria Estad istica de Co jedes , Chap . 

I II. Level, "Historia Pa tria", p 168. 

3. IvIds e s, "Esta blishme nt of Spanish :tule" , p 311. 

I n Li '; la a rd. s ome. othe r c it i es th e monast e ries had a ve r y l a rge 

[' <l r t 0 f 2.11 t h e real esta te, and the ( c ont inued on following page). J 
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1569. Indians were not subject to its jurisdiction, as 

they were minlrs in law. (1) The Holy Office had c ontrol 

of the press, and the prescriptions for its exercise 

"are a real masterpiece in the Dad sense of the word". (2) 

Every bookseller had to furnish lists of books offered for 

s ale by him, and to have in his shop a list of books con-

demned by the Inquisition. No person could import books 

or take t hem from the custom-house without permission from 

the Eoly Office. The in'lu isitors could make domicilary 

visits and s earch for prohibited books. The list of· 

prohibited or expurgat ed books e; rew till it fin~}ly con­

tu incd the nmnes of 5,420 authors. (3) 

In 179001avidi, a Peruvian, was condemped to · a 

s eve re pun~shrnent by t he In'luisition f or havin8 in his 

library the works of Bayle, Montes'luien, Rasseaa and Voltaire. 

(Continued from preceding page) laity were re~ 

cluced to movable property. "Establishment of S.R~" P ·14· •. 

Keller, "Colonization", p 299. 

1. Bourne, . "Spain in America", p 312. The In-

dians were "gen'\e~inre.z6n", : while the "vhi teswere "gente 
I 

de r'2. zon". 

2. Roscher, p 31 • 

. 3. !eller, "Colonization", pp 300-301. Bourne, 

"Spain in America", p 314. Mos~s,. "Eve ·of Emancipation". 

nn l S-17. 
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3el s rano, Yf ishing to study the e conomists, asked and 

ott u i ~ ed from Pope Pious VI a license to read prohibited 

~) ool<::s. (1) The celebrated C2se of Francisco Moyen shows 

t !'~e t '3 rril)] e pOYier :.md injustice of t he I nqTtisi tion in 

Moyen wa~ arrested in 1749, chain ed a nd 

i ~[jp ri s0ned in a i n ne eon i n Lima f or twelve yea rs, de-

ol 2. 1'ed n ot r;uil ty, but worthy of suspicion , in 1761, G_nd 

ser.tenced to tLe c onfiscati or: of ha lf h is : oods, exile from 

AIli >31~ica , ani imp r isonmerJ. t in a fortress :or- ten ye!lrs. (2) 

'1 :: e i~lqui s i tion wa s le s s a c tive i lJ. A.rnerica than in Spai..n 

be ~ ~use ttere W2S le s s material to work on. I n 277 years 

only f orty-one hereti cs were put to death i ~ Kex i c o, and 

_~-:- rL1 3 t}-:_ e same period, fift~/-nine were l,urned.' in Pe ru. 

~ h~ re TI as not enou~ h intellectual e ctivity to ~lrnish t h ~ 

i [:s-:i t :lt io y~ many vict L 1S, - ar-d its s ub jects were blas-

'pLE::me rs. "b i gamists, and t ~-_ ose suspected. of Ii ::' tc r~c raft, 

~ o re o f te n ttan hereti cs. (3) 

It vIa s t h 3 mission of the c r,urch to convert t he 

I L.ii2xs. Priests ;-::.nu. friars accornpal: i ed t~:e COYl.:ru e rors 

1. Mitre. "J3el e rano", Vol. I, p 60. 

2. Moses nSve of ~ancipationn, }P lS-24. 
_, 4 

3.' 3 0urne, "Spain - im. jJIe~iea", p 313. Markham, 

!'Pe ru ", p 149. 
- - , ~ 

Calderon , "Latin Ameri e:a", p 57. 
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0 ,: -t hei r expeditions, a:cd once t r.e cOJlque.t was effected, 

they became the pioneers i~ the regions beyond, the mOUD-

tain districts and the rural villages. In wide regions 

relatively or totally ull."occupied by Europ~a:ns, they alone 

represented the forces making for ciTilization and con­

version; thus they const~tuted a sort of intermediat7 

status betwee. the true colo., and what might be oalled, 

rrorn 1;~e atd ... dpoint ~f civil ization, the desert. (1) , 
AmonG t he early heroes of missions was Garcia Cisneros, 

a ~ranc iscan, who mast e~ed t he native l anguage of t he 

Mex i cans, ani i s said to have bapt ized 100,000 persons. 

Diego Qar r anza led a band of Dominicans into t he land of 

t he man-eating Choutales, and multitudes Tiere converted(2). 

Las Casas himself led such an eXpedition into t he wildest 

part of. Central" Ame r i·ca. (3) After t his preliminary 

work the next step was to cather the Indi e:·-o into villages. 
, 

~he Dame f or such a ,ettlement was the "r~uccionn. The 

T'I:Lld I ndians were reduced to a settled life. (4) This 

1 .• 

2, 

3. 

4. 

Keller, "Colonization", p 28~. 

Bancroft, Vol . X, PP 294-296. 

Helps, Vol. III, pp 241-243. , 
GOhzalez, "Historia Estadistica, p 31. 
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set~lement enabled the government to exact a tribute, 
k ' 

V a nd t he Indians were generally given "e.n er:.Lcomienda". 

The villages Vlere organized after the fash ion of a 

Spanish municipality, with Indian "regidores"and "al-

cal des". T;lis was a mere show of fr -: edom, as all real 

powe r remained to the priests and" encomenderos': (1) 

Alt hough it was forbid den to convert t he Indians by force, 

it was qni te the cu~ton to m~ke inroads (entradas) into . 

the territory of the wild Indians to seize their young 

people. (2) ~len the se t tlement was begun, the friars 

taught doctrine, letters and industries. Every town 

Vias re.quired to have its church, hospital and school for 

teac hinG Indian children . Spanish and- the elements of 

reli ij ion. (3) Whites and mesti;os established themselves 

amOY1S t he Indians. "The missions became Spanish v.illages, 

and the natives lost even the remembrance of their natural 

1. 

2. 

3lackmar, "Sp~nish Institutions", p 115. 
, , 

Roscher,p 9."Reducci~n~ a group reduced to 

a settled life. Described by Gon~alezr "Historta Es-

tadJ$tica, Chapter V. "Encomienda~ a group c'ommended to 
- .-

/ / 

the guardiansh~p of a Spaniard. 

municipal councilmen and judges. 

"Regidores" and "alcaldes", 

3. Banrne, "Spain in America", PP 304-305. 
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i diom". (1) 

The mis s ions were a SUC8ess because t h e basis of 

t he system was industrial. The I ndian acc epted t h e better 

agri cultural methods and mec hanic a rts because t hey 

br oucht him greater ease of living. (2) 

Schools f or the hi gher edu cation of t he children 

of chiefs were established at an ea rly date. Diego de 

Al vs r a do, a nephew of the Conqueror of Guatemala, founded 

a college for the education of Indian youth at Tiripitro 

in 1640, and a s on of t he King of Michoacan was one of 

hi s f irst pupils. (3) The Jesuits established a college 

in Cuzco for the education oOf "the s ons 0 f Indian 

Pr i nc es"(4) 

According to law. after twenty years a missio. 

Vi l l age pa s s ed fr om t h e f riars t o the civil authority. 

I n the decline of mis pionary ent husia sm and energy to­

warJ. t he end of t he colonial period it Vias :found t hat t he 

1. Humboldt, quoted by Bourne, p 306. The 

process stiil goes on. I have visited a village of 

-Tortus as Indians~ . in D~na Ana County, New Mexico, wh ere 

there we~. only t hree people wh o c ould speak the Indian 

tongue. In Corrientes, ~g'~tdDa . [ found whites and Indtane 
. .. . , 

sp eaking bo t h 8pP',nt sli and Guarani. 

2. Keller, "Colonization" p 288. 

3. Bancroft, Vol. X, P 401. 

4. "NoticiAS Secretes, Vol. 2~ P 131. 
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L-1 Ci ians at t he end of t wenty years were not fit for civil life. 

I n the second half of the e i ghteentb. century the missio ns seem 

t o have been generally failures. (1) This is true of the ~ost 

famo us mis s i on of all, t t at of the Jesuits in Pnraguay. These 

"r educc i ones " of t he Jesuits were not really a pa::t of the 

coloni al systea, but a sort of independent state. The ns-

tives were not taught to speak Spanish, ~or do their descen-

dalY":; s speak it. After a century and a half of Jesuit rule, 

the Indians were in much the same state of barbarism as that 

i n wh ich t hey lived before the Jesuits came.(2) 

In the later period of Spanish rule the parish priest 

fi gures as an oppressr of the India)).. The priests had a 

f:l orJ opoly of ma rriages, baptisms and interments, and might 

order t he Indians to celebrate a church festiTal in honor of 

t he virein, or one of t he s~nts, and pay the fees.(3) The 

1. The Intendents of Caracas, wrote in 1797, "In 

spite of t he fact t hat t he ~issio ns are so old, the I.dians 

are a s rude and i gnorant in matters of religion and industrial 

branches as when t hey came out of the forest". Level, "H!S-

tori a Patria", p 161. 

2. "History of South America", by an American, p 81. 

3. "Ill order to fOnD an idea a f the rights 0 f the , 
clergy we will limit ourselves to noting that, besides the 

tithe, they exacted forty reals ($5) for a baptism, twenty 

fat a certificate of marriage, and thirty-two for a burial". 

"His t ory of South Arne ·."ica", by an American, p 76. 
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various exactions of the priests tasked to the uttermost not 

onl y men and. women , but als a the whole family, and t ook the 

whole of t heir yearly earnings. (1) The efforts of the priests 

were so little directed to the instruction of t he Indians that 

"t hei r religion does no t resembl e the Christi8J. religion any 

mor e t han it r es embles t r..a t V' l-,ich t hey had wh ile t hey were 

i na state of paganism". (2) 

The go od vfr. i ch the Church did was grea t ., even '\7hen 

all necessary d.eductions a re mao.e. Roman Catholicism, even. 

with a c onsiderable admixture of pa ganism, W~8 a m»r~ed UeA8-

f it. It 'Pnt &n 

e~dto cannibalism, human sacrifices, polygamy, and many other 

t hine s that were evil. Its positive religious teach ing fre­

~uently went no furt her than th e Lord's Prayer and the Ten 

Cor::t:nandments, but it was a go od thing to teach criollos, 

mestigos and Indians that much. To the clergy the new world 

owed such educat ion as it received. The priests who devoted 

themselves to industry and commerce necessarily promoted both. 

1."Notidias Secretas", p 335. The priest's concubine 

took under her charge all the Indian women and ch ildren of the 

vi l lage and made them work at spinning and weaving cotton, 

i"lithout pay. The Indians were forced to cultiTate the priest's 

f e. rm on Sunday. Same, pp 340-34 3. 
'" .;.,v,... 

2. Saae as note 1, p 353. On this subject, see Moses, 

"Eve of Emancipation", Chapter VIII. 
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If a Spanish priest took a n Indian or mestizo woman as his 

concub ine and reared a family of childrem, he was not guilty 

." n the eyes of his co ntemporaries. (1) This in- v 

f~1 si on of Sp llil is h blood was a go od th i ng . Th e priests and 

i l' i 'l r s brought t o the Indians t he pri cele s s gift of t h e 

Spai. i s t t ongue. The Church left to t he new nati ons of Spanish 

America a long war between. cleric <.t l ism and progres s, but in the 

c l oni al epoch t he g nod overbalances t he evil.(2) 

1. The f amily of the priest was ac c epted as a matter 

of course i n many places, and still is. A gentleman from 

Uruguayanu i n Br az il told me that t he most respected priest in 

t hat city had a "wife" and three daughters, who moved i n the 

·b est of so ciety. 
. .· - 1 

2. nvarez, "La Tre.ns:or.lli.c ·i on de l as RG. ~as", is a 

seve re indictment of t he Church as ~l obstacl e to progress in 

Spullis ll America. 
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Ch2pter VII 

?H.c. SPAi ISH-AMEJIC luI .£.!!I 

Th e Spanish'-.American city was f ormed acco r ding to a 

de finit e plan , wtic h was much t he Same in al l cas es. It 

7as not an acc idental a8gregatlon of people growi ng up i nto a 

town to supply the ne eds of a rural population . (1) Blackmer 

traces the Spanish city back to Roman i nstitutions(2) Gur-
~ / . 

ci a Calderon tra ces i t rather to t he Iberian towns of pre-

hi storic Spain, whic h he says wer r; like t ho'se existi ng at the 

present day aDong t he 3erbers of t he Atl as.(3) . A e r oup of 

Spali a r ds i n the New orld almost automatic ally organi zed 
• 

t ll ems el"l.es i nto a municipality. To his city , in Spain , h is 

ct tef servi ce and 10yaTI.ty were due. His so ci a l s tatus and 

consequence depended on his citiz ens hip. 

, The city , a s a political institution , had a grea t 

place i n t he sc heme of t hings. Wh en CortES. slipped away f r om 

1. Moses, "E,:e of Emancipat ion", p 77. 

2. Blackmar, "Spanish Institutions in the South-

west, p 24 . 
, 

3. Calderon,"Lat i n America". ' 
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, 
Ve l asquez and sailed to Mexico, he put himself outside t h e 

s phe re of leg i timate authority. He was not h i r~ more than the 

- o"L, tl aw c hie f of a band of adventurers. To acquire a legal 

sta tus he fo unded a city. With due solemnity a nd ac cording 

to t L e a ncient cust oms, Vera Cruz w4s organized, its citizens 

en rol led, e.n d its ?f ficers ap pointed(l). The new municipality 

stepp ed into the place of authority ''Nhich, a c cordi ng to Spanish 

ideas~ belonged to its clas8. Thi s meant t hat it could do 

almost anythi ng that needed to b e done~ i n t h e absence of 
S 

hiiher au t hori ty. It gave Cortee a commis s i on a~ Captain-

g ene ral and Chief-justice, an. d by virtue of t h is aut hority 

he COi-.'l uered m..d g overned Mexi c o. This ~ction received the 

app roval of t h e ki n g , t h ough not till after a delay of several 

y e ' rs. (2) 

The way ci ties were begun is sh own by the foUnding 
/ ? ?c;7 

of Buenos Ai!,e$.·~ T [~ is took place June 11, 1:-50.0.. The name 
, 

bestowed was ' La Ciu~ad dela Santisima Trinidad y Puerto 

de Nuestra Sanora d e Buenos Aires(3) This means, "The City 

of t he Holy Tri nity,and Port of Our Lady of Good Wi nds". 

The f o'"Jnd e r was Juan Garay. He came from Santa Fe for that 

purpose, ' bri nging with him seventy Span ish soldiers and two 

1. 

2. 

3. 

" ' 

~o rnara. , " C o Tlq ll i ~.: ta c1 dr de .: MeiXico", 1) 

, Bancroft, Vol •• I X. P 13(,. 

"' , -. J .J. L • 

L'6pe~ , "Historia Arlent i na", Vol. 1, p 125. 
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i;.undred I ndians, wi t h t he ir families. The site was chosen 

f or defensive purposes, being an el evat ed ground bounded by 

t wo deep creeks, a swamp, and t he river. The city of Garay 

is still t he keart of the modern metropolis. He first made 

a plaza or market-place, contai ni ng several acres. From each 

si de of tte pl aza t he city extended seven squares to t he 

{lor t h and s Ol t h , am ten squares back from t he river, making 

a plQt of 150 s quaree. These l ot s measu red 150 varas, or 

alo ut 136 yards, on each s ide . The streets we re twelve 

varas of thirty-three feet, wide .(l} Such nar row str eets 

are cr-_a r acte r istic of Spanish t owns , per haps because t hey a re 

~H vor~ble for ,defensive street-fighting. I n the c ou rse of 

t ' ,:le t L, e s t r eets were built up with bri ck houses, one story 

iy" ,_e i :~; -.. t , fill 'o'lilt out to t he st r eet, a nd rrith 'orick ~alls 

ts t ','! · en t !'l 8 :~ ou ses. Eac h hous e had one heavy front doo r, 

Y. ' , 1.<":!1 Vft].. S c J::.m6:nlJ' t he only outlet t o t he str '3et, and wi r.do'iVs 

~arre l wi~n irou. The Spaniard's house was in a real sense 

his castle'. Around the plaza were the public buildings. 

On the side next the river was the building which served ' as 

fort and prison. Directly opposite, across the plaza, was 

the City Hall, oalled the Cabildo. The church was built at 

the northwest corner. (2) Beyond the plot far a. ellings was 

l. There is am error in Moses, "ETe of Emancipation", 

P 90. 
, , 

See Lop. 'z, "Historia 4U"g~ntina,: Vol. I, p 126. 

2. The Oabildo is st,ill there. The site of the 

church is occupied by the cathedral, ~d that of the fort, by 

the Casa Rosada, containinE the administrative offices of the 

national government. 
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t he common pasture land • Each householder pas ~ured a nimals 

on the common land' . t h~ number being proportioned to the ex­

tent of his holding. 

The first officers of the city were appointed by the 

founder. These were the "regidores~ the ""alealdes", the 

"alguacil", and. the "alcaide". The re6idores were members 
-

of the City council, called the cabildo or ayuntamiento. 

Their Jl1Wlber in Spanish America varied from six to tlfelTe. 

At the beginning Buenos Aires had six. T"here were two al-

caldes. TRey were the city judges. The alcalde deriTed his 

title fro. the ArabJc, and the office was as oriental as the 
, r 

title, as he administered justice according to unwritten custom 

rather than written law. The alguacil, wb. ose title is Bl so 

Arabic, was the bailif of the city court, and the executiTe of 

the decrees of the Cabildo The alcaide, or "kaid", another 

officer with an Arabic title, was the keeper of the city pri- " 

so n , and chief of the prison guard. As leader 0 f an armed 

f orce he was liable to a call from the Cabildo when needed. 

As the prison was commonly the fort, he generally had in his 

hands the citadel and the cannon. He was thus a person of 

consequence, especially in times of emergency. (1) 

1. For the city officers, Moses, "ETa of iDaao1pation: 

P 81 f. 
, 

Titles, Rodri guez-NaT8S, "Dice1onario". "Regidorea 

of Buenos Aires, Documentos para la Histor1a del Virreinato del 
e 

Rio de Ie. Plata~ Vol. 1 , p 82. Use of a1' -aide and prison 

guard, LeTel, "Historia Patria", P 203. 
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This siraple organization, mai nly tm t of a Moorish 

village, could be incorporated into the scheme of Spanish 

colo.tal government only by setting aside its popular elements. 

According to ancient custom the Council was elected by the 

householders, and the other of ficers by tne CounCil. As a 

matter of fact, regidores were frequently appolBted by the go­

Ternors, and other appointi Te officers sat w.ii th them in the 

Council. (1) I. Buenos Aires it was not till after 1750 that 

regidores were regularly elected by the people. There was .. 

appeal from the aloalde's oourt to the gOTernor amd audiencia, 
.. 

or supreme court, and the decrees of the gOTernor were laws 

for the alcalde. 1m Buenos Aires the gOTeraor 

always had control ,of the fort _ d mili tary, , 1th ioh made the 

Cabildo a powerless , body. Offices iR the Cabildo were sold. 
, the ' 

1a l61~ of~ice of regidor of first Tote brought .800, while 

the other fi Tepaid .700eacll. ,Whe. the office was bought 

it apparently belonged to the owaer for life, but when elected 

1. 1Iemb"ers of the eounc'll "ere elected each year, oa 

the first of ra.nary. By a l~w of 1594, all householders 

except retailers ,oould Tote. Moses, "ETe of Emancipation", 

P 79. I. 1701, the cabildo of Buenos Aires ' had eight regidores, 
, 

and 'the alferez . real, alcalde proTillclal, a,I ae il mayor, de-
-I . 

positario general, a~ receptor ~e penas de oamera sat with 

them. ."DooUlle .. toB': Vol. I, p 103. 
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by the householders the regidor served f~ only one year. The 
.~ 

offices were at first sold by the Audiencia at Potosi, for the 

profit of its treasury. Afterwards they we1e s old at auction 

in froat of the Cabildo building in Buenos Aires.(l) 

It was the duty of the Cabtldo to supervise the m&r-

ket and shops. ~or this duty the king created the office of 

Faithful Exeoutor, which was filled by eacm of the regidores 

in tur~.(2) Prices of all articles were fixed by the Cabildo. 

One of the Alcaldes had charge of the goods of deceased p~r-

sons. (3) TheCabildo occupied itself with Bach thiBgs as the 

enforcement of the law that married men should not live apart 

from t heir wives. It provided a constitution for the Shoe-

makers' Union, when the shoemakers of the city farmed a unioB 

in 1780. The rules fo r the govermment of the shoemakers 

were very elaborate, and one o~ the Alcaldes was made director 

of the organization. (4) The revenues at the disposal of the 

Cabildo were very limited. In i783 the total ineoae of · the 

city of Buenos Aires was $4,444, nOlle of which was raised by 

direct taxation. (5) 

1. "DocWlelltos" , Vol. 1, pp 85-86. 

2. "Doomaentos", Vol. I, P 103. 

3 .• "DocwaeJltol!J" , Vol. 1.., p 105. 

4. "Do cWlentos " t Vol. 1, PI' 106-107. 

5. "Document os" , Vol. 1, p 142. 
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The influence of the Cabildo extended beyond the limits 

of the city. When Buenos Aires was founded, the laad in the 

adjacent regioDs was diTided into tracts of about 5,000 acres, 

and given to the citizens. The city householder became a 

rural magnate. These lands were tilled by Indians acoording 

to the el3.comie:nda system, but landless Spam.iards were eTentu-

ally settled upon tnem. (1) As i. other parts of Spanish A-

merica, tke ownership of. land by the citize.s aaA. the city 

the dominaIt factor. 

Centralization of power in the c1ties was inherent i. 

the nature of Spanish-America~ institutions, This was not 

s ·mply because tae . goveraor liTed there, but because the 

Oabildo was an adTisory COUJlcil itor t~e gOTernor, and officials 

having jurisdiction i_the proTince sat in tae Cabildo with the 

city regidor8s~(2) The provincial judge and sheriff,CAlcalde 

proTincial ead Alsuaeil mayor), were members of the Cabildo, 

and that body elected the leaders of the militia, called tha 

Rermandad, for the enforcement of order in the proviDce.(3) 

The city was older tha the proTil'lc. t and the pro.Tillce was 

created, as a political instit~tion, by the city. C.) 

1. LJpe~, "Ristoria Arge.tilla", pp 126-111. 

·2. Tll. eabildoadTises the gOTer_or in the matter 

of acomma.der for .. .xpedition agai_at t.e I.dia.s. 

umentos", Vol. 1, p 208. 

3. "DocUIla.tos" , Vol. 1, P 104. 

"Doc-

4. Of the fourteen provinces of the Argentine Co.-

federation,thirteen bore the names of their capital cities. 
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!kere gre. up in the proTi~ce a population separated ill 

interests, culture and sympathy from the innabitallts of the 

city, ~d restive .. der its control. This is well illustrated 

in t he history of Mexico,Venezuela and Argentina~ but was 

more or less true ev~rywner •• This populatio. took its ori-

gin from the laadless Spa-iards who settled as squatters on 

the damaillS of the citize.s or on tAe public lands. some of 

whom were fugitives trom justice; the India.a, aBd the lIes-

ti ,z~s. Tllese people lived after a fashioll. that call aardlJ 
. 

be called civilized. Their clotbe~ their necessities, a.a 

their habits of life were peculiar. 

upoa the luxuries, the ma ... rs aIld tlle orderlT life of the City. 

III the latter were oourts, schools, churclles, factories Sl d the' 

commerce of a Europ'ean civiliz_tioll. III tlle coulltrT was a 
-

populatioll witll a strong ti.lloture of Illdi811 barbarisll. III 

the coloJli81 sTsteli this people were ill" po Ii tical, eco.oaic 

anA social dep.Bde~ce Oll those of tae city. ]!Ir.que.tly tae 

city was llothi-S 1I0re than oasis of civilizatio. in tAe 

midst of a barbarism taat exteRded to her doors. 

Th~ life of tae city was not ollly a cont1.,.1 struggle 

fo r law a&d order aga.inst bar barism, but a1.so a struggle for a 

measure of self-goveramellt. to keep aliv. the remnants of 

popula.r rule. (1) A reIl&rkable case is found in'the history 

1. Sa~iellto. ~acUlldo, pp 34-35. ~or the i"ab-
I 

i ta·ats · of the: llall.os of Velle~ela. Gonzalez, "Ristoria 
, ~ 

Estadistioa de OOjedes, Illtroduccioll". 
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of Caracas, the capital of Venezuela. ~he Cabildo of that . 

city had fallen to the lowest ebb. Level says, "Readiag the 

minutes of that time, we find a group of serious men who assem­

bled at stated periods to do nothing, because every pOint or 
imr ortance was in the hands of the governor". (I) A great 

emergency arose, Tn .• Governor of Venezuela became insane. 

The Ca.bildo, true to tb.e tradition tb.at it IIllSt and could do 

what needed to be done, in default of any ·other authority to 

do it, took measures a,ai.st the .GoTernor. The fegidorea.and 

alcaldes met i. secret, arraaged the evide_ce, and forwarded 

the accusatio. to Spain. This acti.oa was approved. and ill 

due ti :ne an official arrived from Santo Domingo to take the 

insane Gover.or prisoner a.d carry him to Spaill.(2) This 

left the couatry without a governor, m the municipal author­

i ti ves took charge. Tlle executive functions ··fell to the wo 

alcaldes, while the cabildo became a governing council for the 

province. Thi s work they per""'ormed "ita marked S11 -· C8S8. 

A few years later the Cabildo of Caracas en gaged fi 

a remarkable conflict with another governor, · Tae first point 

in dispute was whether the bishop could be apPOinted to gOTern 

im the absenoe of the governor, or whether that function per-

1. LeTel, "Ristoria Patria", p 198. 

2. Level, "Ristoria Patria", p 190 ff. 
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tai ned to the alcaldes. The po'int was decided by the king 

in favor of the 0,1 ty. Tlte next pOiJltwas the authority ,of the 
. , 

oabildo to arrest the gOTernor ill1 •• an1feat TiolatioR of 

law. The cabildo perfor.ned the arrest at the command of the 

Supreme CO~J.'l·t of the Viceroyalty at Sallta Fe, and as before, 

the city alcaldes assumed the gOTernme.t. The kimg ordered 

the governor to be released. The gOTerBor wished to preTent 

the election of alcaldes. The cabildo elected them in spite 

of his opposition, mild on alil. order from the Supreme Court· 

imprisoned him once more. Another order came from the king 

to release the governor, but the cabildo decided not to obey 

it until the king was fully informed as to the cause of his 

imprisonment. S,:, on after the governor was released. and 

attempted t 'o assert, his authority by force. The alcaldes 

pro~ptly called the alcaide and his prison guard, .ad the 

governor fled. The bishop excommunicated the aloaldes, who 

responded by ordering out the militia of the province. Fin-

ally, on January 26, 1726. the king issued an order restoring 

the gOTernor, enjoining tae Supreme Court against interfeTing 

in the matter, disapproving of , the action of the cabildo, ~d 

stripping it of all of its powers. The alcaldes were super-

seded in their judicial tullctiollS by all officer called a 

justieia mayor, appoi.ted by the gOT.raor. The cabildo had 

carried on the contest for .early four years, with great c ourage 

a~d skill. This eeems to have bee. the most important attempt 
~ 

ever mad:::e __ by a Spanish. American municipality to secure a measure 
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of popular and au.tonomous government. Failure was inevitable, 

as t here was no place in an absolutism for a municipal re-

-public. (1) 

The most important act of 'any Spanish American mUBici­

pality was that of Ene.os Aires i~ estaplishing a gOTerBment 

for the viceroyalty independell.t of any existing in Spain • . 

This took place May 25, 1810.(2) On Kay 17, it was generally 

known in Buenos Aires that nearly all Spain was in the hands 

of Napoleon, and t hat the only gOTerning body left was a 

junta or (;ommittee sitting in Cadiz, and elected by that City. 

Cadiz~ as the seat of the monopoly tha~ bad so long 

oppressed ·.Buenos Aires, was. especially odibus, alld the people 

resolved on a reTolution. To acc omplish t h.is object t he old 

mac hi nery of the municipality was used, and what makes the case 

mor e remarkable t han it would otherwise be is the fact t hat 

t he mac hinery was mai nly in the hands of Spaniards. The 

personel of the cabildo was of slight importance; t he in­

stitution was neccessary to give an aspect of regula rity and 

legality to the revolution . 

1. LeTel, "Historia Patria", p 197 ff. 

2. Mitre, "Belgrano" , p 264 ff. Biblioteca de Kayo, 
, 

Vida de Passo. Lop.~~ "Histor1a Argentina", Vol. 2, p 21 ff. 

~he municipal cou.cil of Caracas formed itself into a supreme 

Junta of gOTerlUlent, .April 19, 1810. 
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01'1 May 18, two military leadere, SaaTedra and Belgrano, 

presented to the chief alcalde, Lezica, a petition, in the 

name of the people, tor the calling of.a~ "ope. eabildo". In 

ancient timee it was the custo .. to SUDlIlOll the whole body of tae 

people; that ie, of the householders,to a conferenee o. 

matters of supreme inportanee. With the growth of cities 

t his had beco •• an assembly of llo~ab1e~ s, under the . presidenoy 

of the cabildo. Such 8l'l assembly had more than once met iJl. 

Buenos Aires. (1) It. was an ancient legal priTilege of a 

Spanish city. 

The call was issued by the Alcaldes May 21. Two 

hundred and twe.ty lea~img me. assembled. These were the 

bishop, the chief me. of tae churoA, the moet important offioials, 

and the chiefs of the military. III the debate the bishop 

and Spanisllofficials deaied the right of the xmmcipalltl' 

to take action i. tIte oase; Oil the groUlld, first, that tlle 

gOTernme.t belo.nged to Spaniards, sad as lOJlg as one Spanis. 

o ity remained, it was the lawful ruler of all the colollies; 

and,sec ondly, Bueno.s Aires c'ould not justly BI1.d legally act 

for the whole Tlceroyalty, suoh act~on~eing ,pos.ible only by 

aa assembly com~os.d of representatiTes of all the oabildos. 

Two lawyers of distinbtioll, Castelli and. Passo, answered 

for the patriota. Castelli argued t 'aat Buenos Aires, as the 

oapital of a Ticeroyalty, was euperior in raak to Cadiz, sad 

1. ' Yoses, "ETe of Emancipation", p 88. 
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had at least an equal right to form a government; and that 

as the descendents of the co nquerors the natives of Buenos 

Aires had a superior right. Passo's argument was that the 

l"lublic safety made immediate action necessary; that the 

viceroyalty ha.d fallen with the king,; that Buenos Aires was 

in the posi tioJl of an elder si ster, who, in a great crisis in 

family affairs, administers t he family estate for the co~on 

benefit; that as soon as possible she will convoke a gen.eral 

assembly; that in the meantime the public authority and common ' 

rights are safer in laer hands than in any other. 

As a result of the courage and determination of the 

patriot leaders, the "open cabildo", or assembly of notables, 

voted to authorize the cabildo to constitute a committee of 

governmell t. Aft.rsome delay, and under pressure, a govern-

ing c ommi ttee fo r the TiceroyBl ty was named m d installed 

on ' May 25, aad a sketch of a constitution was furnished to the 

com~ittee f or its guida_e •• Ha~ng performed this functio n , 

a nd being of no further use to the patriots, the cabildo sub-

sided into its former obscurity.(l) Tne cabildos were t he 

1. "To the cabildo is due the idea of the representative 

system and the first glimpse of the division or power. From the 

t i me that they took upon themselves the conduct of public affairs, 

the rudiments of a system of govermnent more complex than the one-

man power began to pe~eate all mi~ds". Banza, "Historia de la 
" 

, ~ -, Dominacion Espanol en el 'Uru~ay". Vol. 2, p 639. Banza quoted 

by Moses, "Eve of EmanCipation", p 89. 
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only institution of the ancient Spanish comstitution which the 

mother country bequeathed to her colonies. In Spain the 

liberties of the oOl1lIlunes were suffocated by the despotism 

of Charles V and Philip II, but in America it ,was necessary 

to concede to the cabildos more privileges than were enjoyed 

by t hose of the Peninsula. Because it supplied, especially 

on critical occasions, tae elemental necessities of govern­

ment, and because it was the only po~ular institution, it 

gradually acquired a considerabl .e importance. It was never 

f~ rgotten that a city-community had once been as institution 

wli lcn powerf'ul kinS's reSPGQ'ti edaalld 'i.e aoe-. ftrogu~ nobles 

feared. It bore on its coat-of-arms the name of a republic 

as a reminder that once it had been self-governing. In 

theory the city fatherS still had th~ right to call the citi-

zens together at sound of bell, Blld unite them in conferenee, 

as in ancient democracies; to levy taxes, control the city 

funds, and prOTide for the city militia; to put th.e govern­

ers appoillted by the crown in possession of their offices; 

and aboTe all, they had· a clear' lezal right, ' reachimg back to 

times before Bourbons ~r Hapsburgs ruled in Spain, to take 

such steps as lJere .ecessary to proDiote the general welfare, 

and prese"e tR.8 rights of their citize.s. '!'hese DlUllicipal-

ities, thus preserTed, lJere the fou_datio. of the Spanisa 

American republicS.'l) 

1. Mitre, "Belgrano", Vol. 1, p 107. See the article 

-on BuemosAires, "Capi tal y Municipio;' in Es:pfl.na Medema. for 

May, 1912. "F~om an ancient Spanish cabildo wa's born, on May 

25, 1810, the republican government o'f Argentina". Alberdi. 
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Chapter VIII 

1'!.! _SP;:.;A1;;;:;~;;..:;I;.;;;S=H - .!MERI C AN PEOPLE 

Under the rule o~ the S~anish empire, with the in-

stitutions of the colonial system as primary f~ctors. a new 

civilization was created and a new p eople was born. 

within historic times has there been anot her such ex-

HeTer 

periment in the mixture of really alien races as took place 

when the Spaniard, Indian and negro were broug1'.t toz ether in 

~e l'ica. (1) The fact that of these three races a new people 

has resulted is fundamental. The dominant el~ment in Spanish 

America at the end of the colo11ia1 period was the mestiZO, 

though the proportions of Spanish and Indian blood differed 
, 

great ly in the efi fferent colonies. Boli Tar sai d, "We are 

not Europeans, nor Indians either; but a "kind of half-way 

species between the aborigines end Spaniards".(2) Two 

classes"~a:re to be distinguished among the Spaniards who took 

nart in the foundi ng of colonies. There were t he nobles 
L . 

1. "From the fuSion of these three races has resulted 

a homogeneous whole". Sarmiento, "Facundo" , p 32. 

2. "Let us be careful not to forget that our race is 

neither European nor North American; but rather a composite 

of America and Africa, than an emaRation from Europe, Since Spain 

herself ceased to be European by virtue of her African (Arab) 

blood, her institutions, and her character~ 

Calderon, "Latin America", p 75. 

, 
Bolivar, cited by 
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sd gentry, and. the soldiers of fortune, with whom may "be classet 

the higher clergy aDd maDy- of the priests. "And w~en the ferTor 

of the discoTeries and conquests was over, there begaa the 

emigrati on of the plaiD aBd commo. folk, im part hODorable and 

laborious, in part sto~ways and license eTade~ or vicious 

criminal a4TeBturere:ll) 

The emigration from Spain was neTer Tery great. It 

probably averaged betwee. 1,000 and 1,500 a year during the 

sixteenth ce.tury.(2) Spain had no surplus population to send 

to th.e new lftiJ rId, and in particular she could not send the 

sterling middle class who !t.re the bone aJl.d sillew of 8Il.l ratio-.al 

deTelopment.(3) ~ose who came regarded their residenee in 

America as temporary, and intended to returll to Spain to e.joy 

their riches.(4) Of course many. because of a failure to 

acquire riches, or for other reaS) ns, settled in the new world. 

Through all the history of the colonies there was a class of 

office-holders who stayed but a few years in America. These, 
-'- -... 

1. Colmeiro, cited by Keller, p 211. 

2. Bour.e, "SpaL.n il'l- America", p 250. 

3. · Blackmar, "SpaEisa Institutiollsin the SoutR1fe~tw. 

P 84. 

4. T.e I.dia~o, i e., tRe man who RaS goa. to t .. 

In.dies _ ld aoquired weal ta, is a familiar figure i~ Spanish 

literature .. 



-92-

with the merchants of Spanish birth, formed the olass called 

chapetones or gaohupines, "who were the spoilt ohildren of 

the mother country", and were detested accordingly. (1) 

It is said that in 1550 there were only 15,000 

Spaniards in the new world. (2) yelaseo estimated the total 

Spanish population in America in 1574 at 30, 500 households. (3) 

How many of these households were the result of mixed 

marriages is not stated, but it ~ certain that this was the 

case with the great majorit,y. The emigrants were nearly 

all men, as single women were forbidden togo to the·colo_ies, 

and it was eveK dfffieult to obtain permission to return ani 

get a wife who had b.e~ left behin~.(41 It was the policy 

of the Spanish goverament to promote marriages betw~en 

Spaniards aDd natives. (5) Among t hose tribes waere descent 

1. "History of America", by an American, p 72. 

Valenzuela, "Historia de. Chile ", p 34. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Rosener, "Spanish Colonial Syste." p 17. 

Bourne, "Spain in America", p 250. 

Keller, "Colonizati on"", p 214. 
, " 

Don Manuel de Centurion, Governor of Guiana, . 

reports, "I have facilitated thirty-five marriages betwe •• 

Spaniards !lad IndiaJl women of the chief f$ili&s among the 

Caribs, etc •• fr<n. which alliances we are Ulliting ourselves 

wonderfully with these and other nationS". 
11.1. 

Gonzalez, "His-
, 

toria Estadistica. p 27. 
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was in the female line, the ocn o~ a Spanish chief might 

be the heir to the chief place in the tri\e. 

The criollos were Americans of presumably pure 

Spanishdesce.t. In many · cases the presumption was based 

on fiction rather than on fact. Families that were really 

white were rare.(l) Humboldt estimates the population of 

Spanish America, in 1800, at 7,530,000 IBdians, 5,328,000 

mesti~Js, 3,276,000 whites (Spa~i.rda and oriollos) and 

776,000 negroes. The "whites" were always receiving ~e-

CTIl its from the mestiz)s. This was a matter of importance, 

as sooial and military honors were open to the whites, and 

closed to mesti ,zJs, and the law made a distinction, punish­

ing those"who did not enjoy the privilege of Spaniards" with. 

tae lash.(2) I n the latter days of the colonial period 

the priTilege of being a white man was sold by the govern­

ment. A royal decree o"f August 3, 1801, fixes the following , 
pric·es "for social rank: Tn.e privileges of hidalguia, (the 

Th, title of "Don", $1,400. Dispen-

sation from the quality of pardo, (admission of a person ofm1xed 

white, Illdi8Jl and negro, or whit' and negro, blood to the 

rank of "white") $700. Against this decree a~ similar 

1. "Notieiaa SecretaB", p 417. 

2. "DooUlientOB para la Ristoria del V:lrlreJinato"'. 

3. Evidently an error. The ·price gi Ten is muoh 

too high. 
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measures the Cabildo of Caracas and the eriollo& of that 

region raised a Tigorous but unpreTailing protest.(l) 

It was the desire of Spain to preTent any common .. 
union of feeling or spirit among the entire population, that 

the colonies might remain dependent upon the mother country. 

To t hat end the division o~ the people into classes or 

castes was deliberately f~stered.(2) ' Spai n created in ~erica 

a nobility e~ual in rank to t hat of Spai~, ~~ endowed with 
, in 

"mayor~ gos" or entailed estates.A~the , conquest of Moorish 

lands, so a cl~ss of nobles was created in America as it had 

been created in Granada. Cortes became Marquess of Oajaca 
, 

as Rodrigo Po.c e de Leon became Marquess of Zahara. It was 
a.. 

not very difficult to acquire a title • The descenda,Jlt of . 
Columbus became ,Duke of Veragua. , ACouilt of Montezuma, 

, descended from the victim of Corte§ , long had a place among the 

nobles of Spain, ' and the descend!nt ' and heir of the PeruTiall 

Incas was the Marquess of Orop'esa. In 1772 there were more 

than 150 titles of nobility in the new world. The object 

of forming t his circle of nobles was to give dignity to the 

" 1. GOllz&'l,e~ t "Historia Estadistica", Chapter VII. 

"When there was only a sixth. of negro or Indian blood in the 

v e ins of a co'lonist, the law granted him the title of white" 

Leroy-Beau~iei~ quoted by Keller, "Colonization", p, 220 , note. 

2. MorriS, "History of Coloni~atio.n, Vol. 1, p 252. 



-95-

viee-reial courts, and to attaok wealtA7 aDd i.tluential 

men to the o row., by satisfyi.g their desire for distinctio. 

and rank. The sale of titles was a means of raising revenue 

whioh the bankrupt treasury of Spain did not neglect. The 

tax on the great nobles bIOught in 1600,000 i~ Mexico, and 

$831,,408 in Peru, ill 1'172. (1) 

Chile' is the OOUl1.try 011. whioh this kind of nobili t;r 

left the most permanent impressio~. Don Mateo Toro, Count 

of the Conquista, is an excellent example of his class. 

He was bOrD iK 1727 and i.herited ~ lar~e estate. By the 

purchase of land, and dealing in the canfiscated estates of 

t 'he Jesuits, he acquired a fortune of $600,000. Some co-

lonial honors and offices of prO~it oame his way. but his 

consideration see~s to have been due to his wealth, and to . 

the fact that he had a brother at court. To this brother 

Don Mateo sent a goodly sum of money, and in 1770 his estate 

became a mayora~go, and he became Count of the Conquista. 

The new C01lllt had the chroniclers and kings at arms at the 

" court of Charles III make ~im a genealogical tree, in which 

a l~rge series of illustrious persons were shown to be hi's 

anoestors. (2) In this way one of the richest men of Chile 

was bound to his distant sovereign. 

1. 
, 

l:f8yora'!sPs y Titulos de C$stilla, Vol. III, 

P 34. "The title was an empty honor which despotism granted 

to the colonist to make more p~esEq.ytes to t:ts system" Vaie .~ 

,zuela, Historia de Chil~, p50" 

2. 
I ' 

Mayoralgos y Tltulos, Vol III, P 1 ff. 
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The decendants of the Chilian nobility still form an 

aristocratic class which holds the land and political power 

of that country. (1) 

The criollos were obsessed with the desire to claim 
, 

hidal~lia, or the lesser nobility. They were continually 

disputing about their genealogies, and always took care to 

inform a stranger of their high descent. (2) 

At the same time thi s kind of nobility seems to have 

become very cheap . 
c. 

In the archives of 3im~as therQ is a , 
record of a patent of hidalguia having been granted to a 

certain criollo for successfully conducting a mule-train 

burd.ened with cow-hides belonging to the king. (3) With 

such ideas and ambitions the criollos could not be expected 

to work with their hands. Position nnder the government 

must be so arranged as to afford them employment, and all 

of them who were not office-holders 1,7ere place-seekers. (4t 

In Caracas there were six hundred lawyers and judges among 

30 ,000 people. (5) 

1. "Chile affords one of the prettiest examples 

of government for a . class to be found in the wor1:d today." 

"Its eovernment is a simon-pure oligarchy of from 100 to 

150 families". Ross, South of Panama, .pp 271, 273. 

2. Notidias Secretas, p 417. 

3. Gon~a~, Historia Estadi'stioa, p 43. 

4. .Moses, Establishment of Spanish Rule, Chapter II. 

5. Morris, History of Colonization, Vol. I, p 251. 
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The popula tion was thus separated into classes, 

Indians , negroes, mulatoes, zambos, mestizos, criollos, 

and natives of Spain, who usually ha ted each oth er hear­

tily. In addition there were antagonisims between dif-

ferent colonies as Peru ani Buenos Aires; and between 
/ 

different districts, a s t he ~ eopleof the cost-lands and 

t hose of the plateau in Mexico. (1) The Spanish colonial 

empire had uniformity without unity; uniformity of l anguage, 

l aws, government, and religious ins ti tutions; and. entir.e 

lack of unity within each province because of class a nta-

gonisms. Out of th ese clas ses t he mestiz.o and white were 

destined to form a sort of union and, a fter casting off 

the despotism of Spain, attempt the work of nat ion-building . 

The policy of Spain in keeping the clas s es separate, 

and thus holding them in dependence, was wonderfully suc-

cessful. Her colonial empire had the legitimacy that 

inheres in a government by the consent of the governed. 

The colohies were subjeot to a . heavy taxation, and had to 

support an army of Spanish . off icials, but the only other 

a r my they su pported was the ,ir own. Spain had no army in 

the colonies. It is amazing to see the absolute confidence 

wit h which Spa in supplied arms for the colonial militia, a nd 

gave important military comma nds to colonial leaders. A 

colonial could not be governor or viceroy, but he could fill 

1. Keller, Colonization, p 220. 
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any military office from lieutanant to field-marshall.(ll 

Even the war of independence was mainly a war between 

colonials. 

The lack of education, and the absence of newspapers, l/' 

help to explain the long submission of the colonials. There 

were colonial universities, but until the eve of the revo-

lution there was nothing to break the monotony of their 

medieval teaching. (2) The great men of the Argentine 
in 

revolut io n were educate9j' the new and progressive College 

of San Carlos, established in Buenos Aires by the energetic . , 
Vertiz, not in the ol-d University of Cordoba. (3) News-

papers are not menti oned till the very En d of the colonial 

period. 
, 

There was one in Bogota in 1791. The first 

newspaper in Chile was not nubliehed till 1812, after the 

outbreak of the r evolution. (4) 

in affairs in colonial times. (5) 

The press was not a factor 

The great awakening of human thought connected with 

the American and French revulutions had its effect in 

1. The Duke of San Carlos, became field-marshal 

and commanded-in-chief of the forces of the viceroyalty of 

Peru. Belgrano was an officer of militia; San Mart!n a 

lieutenant-colonel -of the Spanish Army. Moses, Eve of 

Emancipation, .p 9. Mitre, Historia,de Belgrano; Historia 
,. 

de San Martin. 

2. Moses, Eve of Emancipation, Chapter VII. 

3. L~pez, Historia Argentina, Volume I, p 270. 

4. Moses, Establishment of Snanish Rule. p 160. 

5. The remains of the only printing-press known 

(Note continued on next page.) 
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~""" ~ to 

Spanish America. The revolutionary era ViaS a period rfl '; 
~ 

which the leaders were men of great ability. Victoria ~a.o+~ 
, 

Guerrero in Mexico, Bolivar and Paez in Venezltela • O'Higgins 
..e. I 

in Chile, and San Martin, Belgrano and Rivadavia in 

Argentina show that the new republics did not go to ruin 

for lack of great men to guide them. No nation ever entTUst-
, I 

ed its destiny to a nobler leader than Jose de San Martin. 
I 

and his voctory at Maipu is one of the world '.s decisive 

battles • . In capacity ,for statesmanship we would not risk 

much by assigning Rivadavia to the class O~ Hamilton and 
· f 

Je~ferson. Argentina had no place for the greatest soldier 

and the greatest statesman she has ever producei. The 

former, after his oapture of Lima, went into voluntary 

exile, and never returned ~o the country he had saved. 
." Rivadavia was exiled by the government of Rosas. (I) Boliver 

also died in voluntary exile.' Sucre, the hero of 

Ay:acucho, was murdered in prison by an insurgent chief.(2) 

Hardly less sad was the fate of Be~~~. (3) The fact that 

toese supremely able and patriotic leaders could effect 

nothing ' against the rise of anarchy is decisi,ve proof of 

the total incapacity of the Spanish-American for self-govern-

ment • . 

(Continu~tion of Note 5, preced±n6. page.) to have 

existed in Argentina before the nineteenth century are pre-

served in the National Museum in Bueno.s Ai.res. I have never 

seen anything that gave so vivid an impression of the intellec~ 

tual status of a former epoch as " this little press, sole 

agent among 800,000 people of a mighty force for progress. 

(See next page for Notes 1, 2 and 3.) 
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As was inevitable, the constitution of the United 

States was taken as a model by the Spanish-American makers 

of governments. But conditions were entirely different. 

The revolution Vias mainly the work of the colonial aris­

tocracy, . and it left the ci ties t . where Spanish blood pre-

dominated,in control. At its close the inferior castes 

rose agai nat the aristocracy , the provinces agai. nat the 

metropolis, and the vast, ignorant population of the 

interior against the cosmopolitan sea-board. (1) Govern-

ment f alls into the hands of the generals of a barbarous 

democracy. 

The Church contributed nothing toward self-government. y/ 

In polity there was no rocrm for local self-governing con-

eregations, or activities initiated and directed by the 

laity. The local church of colonial ti~es was an edifice 

usually built and ovmed by the government, in charge of a 

priest apPointed by the government. (2) Such trai ning 

(Notes from preceding paee.) (1.) Rivadavia, 

" l<' 1" " 16'2 J,,1e gc: s, p OJ • The best work on the period of anarchy is 
I . ~ 

probably"Civilizacion y Barbarie;' by Sarmiento. (2.)n History 

of South America;' by an American, pp123,124. (3.) Mitre, 

"Belgrano:' Vol. IV, p 192. 

(Notes on this page.) (I) Calder~,"Latin 

America," p 92. In Argentina the .colonial system is 

preserved without change. The only way a congregation can 

own property is by taldng out a charter as a commercial 
H 

company. The idea of an autonomous congregation, a 

"church" in ·the American sense, is foreign to Argentine 

law. 
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for associated action as was Given to Americans by church activ­

ities was absolutely unknown to the Spanish American. 

The absolutism of the Church within the sphere of 

doctrine was unchallenged at the time of the revolution. The 

new governments proclaimed the "Rights of Man" to govern him-. 

self politically according to his own understanding , sanctioning 

the sovereignty of the people in the civil order and the rights 
< 

of the Church in the spiritual order. The people were free 

with respect to civil ri ghts snd slaves with respect to .moral 

ri ghts. Pers onal self-eovernment was granted by the political 

c i) nsti tution and condemned b7 the religious c onstitution. (1) 

The Spanish-American received none of the educat ional effects 

of religious discussion. The carefully preserved religious 

intolerance was transfeyred to the political field; free po­

litical discussi ';n was prohibited, and instead of the action 

of political parties we see the strife of military leaders. 

The r e was no room for a minority party as an opposition to the 

party in power(2) Not only did the . Church stand as a tremendous 

political power, opposed to progress, at the end of the colonial 

period, but the type of mind which the Church produced was in­

capable of functioning in a true republic.(3) 

1. Alvarez, "La Transformacion de las Ra zas", p 74. 

2. "Given the nati onal constitution, 811 political par-

ties s h-:uld cease and disappear because they sow discord and cause 

disunion. The ~e fore the existence of political parties in this 

province is prohibited". A decree of the Government of Salta, 
I 

Decemb er 9, l861. Alvarez, p 80. 

(Note 3 c ont i nued on following page). 
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The religion, social philosophy and ethics of the colon-

ials was adjusted to the parasitic manner of life. Labor 

was associated with .servility, and complete exemption from 

useful exerti on was the hall-mark of the master-caste. The 

peon-class was held in a servitude from which it has never 

emerged. (I) In a mental atmosphere where, in the bitter 
/ 

phrase of Alvarez, !fa piece of the clerical garment worn by 

an invincible enemy of sweat and soap was considered of more 

importance than the creative intelligence of Bac on and Edison", 

and where any kind of labor was a social crime, individuals ca­

pable of pushing forward along the lines of economic progress 

could not be produced. (2) As this abstinence from manual labor 

was accompanied, in the case of city dwellers, by abstinence 

from military exercises and sport, the result was a race char-

ncterized by physical weakness. Another ingredient of the 

mestizo and criollo character is 'an overmastering sex-passion. (3) 

Access to females of a low social caste in extreme youth has 

(3 •. Contin~ed.from .preceding .~~gel ... Unamuno, President 

of the University of Salamanca, says, "History has made the 

people called Latin; a history of Catholicism and Romanism". 

And because that same leaven of medieval understanding is oper-

sting in the spirit of new generations, it creates today the same 

moral type as in the days when the environment was closed to 

*' foreign influences. Alvarez, p l53J~)"From the Ri o Grande down 

the west coast to Cape Horn, free agricultural labor as we lmow 

it does not exist~ Rose, "South of Panama", pp 144-163 ff. 

2., 
,-
Alvarez, p 137. Ross, "South 0 f Panama", Chapter 

VI, discusses this point at length. (Continued on page .103.) 



-103-

resulted and results today in a tremendous waste of human 

energy. Boys enter upon an unregulated sex-life soon 

after puberty, and in colonial times, even more than at 

present, a man's life included a host of illegitimate 

unions, o,f concubines, of clandestine amours. (1) It is 

thoseoountries where puberty cones latest that have the 

most vigorous population. The people of Argentina and 

Chi~ are a stronger race than those of Peru and Venezu-

ela. A sqcial result of the ungoverned sex-instinct is a 

large per cent of illegitimate births, with results in the 

,care and training of children that were evil in the extreme. 

This heritage of evil, which the instltutions of colonial 

times did much to promote and little to prevent, is one of 

the greatest obstacles to progress in Spanish America. 

The colonial system left a race that was mentally 

and morally weak. From the economic standpoint many of 

its members were useless and parasitic. There was a lack 

of capacity for associated action, and a lack of aptitude 

for legal, as distinguished from perS)nal govern-

lpent. The divisi on into castes entailed a heritage of 

disunion and disorder. Ignorant multitudes were easy 

(note 3 conti nued from preceding page) "Sensual-

ity and mysticism were the pleasures of the colonists". 
, 

Calderon', "Latin AIDer ica", p 55. 

1. Ross t "Sou th of Panama", p 184. 

"Latin America", p 55. 

, ­
Calderon , 
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prey for ambitious and unscrupulous leaders. 

There are many things to place in the other scale 

of the balance. The colonial system spread over a large v 

part of the earth's surface a culture vastly superior to 

that which it replaced, and from which much is to be 

hoped. The eight een republics which have replaced the 

Spanish empire have inherited a jurisprudence which reaches ~ 

back to the days of Alfonso the Wise, and is capable of 

modification and expansion to meet the needs of progress. 

The Spanish empire spread the customs o~ civi­

lized society. Ancient America at its best never pro­

duced anything ' ~ barbarism. The republicS have at 

least the con ce pt i on of public order and well-being, and 

the ideal and aspiration of nati onal unity. Even such 

a matter as Spanish manners was no inconsiderable heritage. 

Spanish Americans, even though bare-footed Indians, are 

a polite people. The introduction of European cereals and 

vege tables, and domestic animals, was an i mmense bene f it. 

The introduction of the mule might almost be called an 

economic revolution. 

The Spanish empire gave to the inhabitants of a 

vast territory a rich, flexible and melodious language, 

and a copious and splendid literature. Just as an Anglo­

Saxon finds himself immediately at home in t he remotest 

settlement of his race, because names, books, ideas, laws, 

customs and worship are familiar. so the Spanish American 

-
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finds himself Owithin understanding distance wherever he 

goes, from the r~i "" o Grande to the ni J de la Plata. The 

mental equipment is a unity through all Spanish lands. 

All Spanish Americans enjoy the proverbs that have sifted 

down through the ages from the peasantry of Spain. None 

of them know ~nything of habeas corpus or trial by jury. 

All of them go courting and bury their dead in the same 

way, which is entirely different from the Anglo-Saxon way. 

Men and ideas circulate owi th a facility that is impossible 

where national boundaries divide languages and races. Of 

three presidents of Argentina, one had been chief of ar­

tillery in the Bolivian army, another founder of a normal 

school in Chila, and the third a colonel in the army of 

?eru. A lawyer, a teacher, a soldier or a journalist 

passes wi thou t difficulty fro m the service of one coun-

try to that of another. This common mind, and the common ~ 

institutions through whioh it finds expressian, are the 

best results of the Spanish co lonial system
o
• 
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Profeeeor Walter Miller, 
Chai rman of the Gradua te Committee. 
Univerei t y of Miesouri . 

Dear Sir : --

~ 
I have read r ather carefully Mr. W. J. 

Burner' e dieeertation on "The Social and Political 
Effecte of the Spanieh Colonial Syetem" and 

\1.....1 recoL'lIIlend that it be accepted in partial fulfilment 
~ of the requirements for the degree of Maeter of Arte • 

. The tre.tiee eho~s firet-hand knowledge of the 

i th Spani eh-Amer i can peychology and its causee. 

As the thesis etande at preeent, its mechanical ' 
~ defecte detract eomewhat from its effectiveness . I 
~ elieve that Mr. Burner would be following the beet 

recent practice if he were to spell practically all 
excep ting .the very commoneet Spanish namee ae they 
are epelled in the original. My impreeeion is that 
Cortes ie now 'preferred to Cortez , Chile to Chili, etc. 
In any case, _I believe that adher'ence to the orig.inal 
Spanieh namee would not be a fault in an academic 
paper. There are many typographical errore, omieeions 
of accents. and some mieepellinge of Englieh words, 
and theee ehould be corrected before the dieeertation 

• is placed on the ehelvee of the library. 

I regret that Mr. Burner haeapparently not 
referred to Shepherd'e Latin America. He would have 
found the volume etimulating , and might have been 
induced to look at eome of his material from another 
point of view • . I ehould have· been glad, also, had he 
developed pagee 104 and 105 into a chapter. Perhaps 
t h ere would be a little more freehnees and a little 
more ' dietinctiveness in bringing out the merits of 
the Spanieh CQlonial System, and the commendable 
reeults it had in Spanish-America. From Bingham's 
Across South America, some reflections of iritereet 
relating to Sp",ni:m-American eocial habi ts might have 
been obtained. Poseibly some discussion of the 
heterogeneity of ideas and habits in the different 
Spanieh-American countries and the effects of 
ieolation on eocial adaptation and political evolution 
might have been worth while. An intereeting comparieon 
could undoubtedly have been made between the Indian 
workman enelaved by perpetual debt · to hie maeter and 
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or 
the mill-hand factory-hand of our own country. 
The diecuseion on page 51 concerning the lack of 
eh ipbui1ding might have been made more vital by 

2. 

a treatment of ehipbui1ding today in South America 
under different conditione. The etatement on page 
99 regarding the incapacity of the Spanieh-American 
for ee1f-government ought, I believe, to be made 
1eee trenchant, eince what ie evident from Mr. 
Burner'e entire eseay ie, not ~~y inherent incapacity 
for ee1f-government or repub1icaniem on the part of 
the Spanish-Americane, but the constant existence of 
certain eocia1 and political and economic factors of 
a detrimental character. Where those factors have 
been mitigated or removed, progrees toward eelf­
government has been vieib1e. In some of the Spanish­
American countriee, pub1ic-echoo1 education and the 
increaee in newepapers are doing what those agencies 
have done for us. I could wieh, in addition, that 
Mr. Burner had given some time to the !eaeon why the 
noticeably republican Spani~ spirit seemed, away 
from home, to become docile and yielding to the 
eyetem of a distant bureaucratic government,--as 
happens in connection with other countriee today. 

These comments are made for purposes ~f 
euggestion and not in a fault-finding tone, since 
I imagine that Mr. Burner is likely to do further 
work on this intereting and valuable eubject. 

Without special reference to this diseertatio~ 
may I suggest the following for consideration by 
your Committee: 

1. The advisability of having all notes to 
dieeertations numbered coneecutive1y from the first 
to the last page. 

2. The usefu1nese of urging the authors of 
the see to pay particular attention to structural 
coherence and cogency, to the 'architectonics' of 
compoeition. There , is a tendency in American 
echo1arship to 1.ook upon a loose1y-j oined array of 
notee ae satiefactory. To my mind " much efficiency 
ie 10et by euch procedure. By beginning with our . 
candidates for Master of Arts degrees, we might in 
time come to approximate the eaee , force, and beauty 
of French echo1ar1y work. 

Very truly youre, 

~ 
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