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In recent years, family researchers have acknowledged the importance of sibling relationships across the
lifespan, but there has been little investigation of how this relationship functions during the transition from
high school to college. Since the college years are often one of the first times that siblings no longer live
together year-round, it seemed likely that their relationship would experience some changes during this
transition. Therefore, the present one-year longitudinal study recruited first- and second-born siblings from
48 families to examine how sibling conflict and relationship quality change or stay the same during the year
that first-born children move away to college, and how these important aspects of the sibling relationship
are related to one another during this developmental period. Our findings suggest that during first-born
children's transition from high school to college, the sibling relationship continues to function in many of the
same ways that are typical during the adolescent years, but that there are important links between sibling
conflict and relationship quality through this transition. 


