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ABSTRACT

Qiuci Fantasy is a two-movement work for full orchestra. Its inspiration
comes from the Quici people, who lived about 1,400 years ago in the Kuche region of
northwest China's Xinjiang Autonomous Region. The Quici people maintained their
own particular instrumental ensemble that featured the konghuo (a type of harp), the
pipa (a plucked instrument), and several kinds of drums, including jie drum, gi drum,
and jilou drum. The Quici people danced accompanied by this instrumental ensemble.
The ancient Qiuci music and dance are inherited by today’s Uyghur people in
Xinjiang, in such art forms as Mugam music.

Inspired by Quici music and dance, | composed Qiuci Fantasy to express
my feelings and emotions for this ancient Chinese culture. The mode | used in Qiuci
Fantasy is one of the six most-frequently used modes in Xinjiang’'s Mugam music,
which includes a characteristic augmented second. The first theme in the second
movement includes a quotation from Xinjiang's Uyghur folk song Gulanmuhan. |
utilize the unique timbres of various instruments by showing them in expressive,
virtuosic and highly ornamented passages in both movements, in such instruments as
harp, vibraphone, ato flute, and bassoon. Lots of pizzicatos in strings were used to

imitate the pipa performance in Qiuci music.
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QIUCI FANTASY

FOR FULL ORCHESTRA

| nstrumentation

3 Flutes (1st also Alto Flute and 3rd also Piccolo)
3 Oboes (3rd also English Horn)

3 Clarinetsin Bb (3rd also Bass Clarinet)

2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 HornsinF

3 Trumpetsin C
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1:

Congas(2), Temple Blocks |, Roto-toms(2), Bass Drum, Brake Drum, Glockenspiel
Percussion 2:

Xylophone, Marimba, Crotales, Tubular Chimes

Percussion 3:

Tom-toms(5), Temple Blocks 11, Suspended Cymbal, Vibraphone, Triangle, Tam-Tam,
Crash Cymba

Piano (Movement |1 only)
Harp

Strings

Vi



Program Note

The two-movement orchestrawork Qiuci Fantasy isinspired by the Quici people
who lived about 1,400 years ago in the Kuche region of northwest China's Xinjiang
Autonomous Region. The Qiuci people were famous for singing, dancing and playing
their instrumental ensemble. Vividly painted cave paintings from Kuche show Quici
musicians and dancers in images filled with elegance, gentleness, and color. These
greatly fascinated me. In Qiuci Fantasy, | attempted to depict and express both the
elegance and power found in Qiuci culture. The first movement is poetic and colorful;
in contrast, the second movement is energetic and rhythmic, recalling the Qiuci

people’s dance, such as Hu-Xuan dance with fast spinning gesture.

Duration: approx. 12 minutes
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VITA

Composer Xinyan Li’s works have been performed throughout U.S. such as New Y ork,
Aspen, Las Vegas, Chicago, Minneapolis, Ann Arbor, Madison, Kansas City, as well as France,
Norway, Germany and China. Her music has been performed by American Composers Orchestra,
Members of Eighth Blackbird, PRISM Quartet, Conundrum Woodwind Quintet, Bergen
Woodwind Quintet, Quintet of Americas, bassoonist Professor Jeffrey Lyman, Quintette K,
Shanghai Symphony Orchestra Principal Woodwind Quintet, East Coast Composers Ensemble,
Chicago New Music Ensemble, East Winds Quintet, UMKC Music Nova Ensemble, UW-
Madison Contemporary Ensemble, AACA Orchestra, and UMKC Orchestra, among others.

Xinyan Li has been invited as one of the 12 visiting composers by Aspen Music Festival
in 2007, where her woodwind quintet Mo Suo's Burial Ceremony was performed by Mark Sparks,
Richard Woodhams, Theodore Oien, John Zirbel, and Per Hannevold in Harris Hall. Her awards
and honors include International Music Prize for Excellence in Composition 2011, American
Composers Orchestra Underwood New Music Readings, ASCAP Morton Gould Young
Composer Award, Tsang-Houei Hsu International Music Composition Award and twice for
Susan and Ford Schumann Fellowship. She received grants from National Endowment for the
Arts and New York State Council on the Arts, and commissions from Music From China,
Quintet of the Americas, Bergen Philharmonic Principal Bassoonist Per Hannevold and Bang on
a Can All-Stars cellist Ashley Bathgate. Her music has been featured at Aspen Music Festival,
The Music of Now Marathon at Symphony Space, Septembre musical de I'Orne (France),
National Center for the Performing Arts (China), Sveriges Radio (Sweden), Gamle Logen
(Norway), Shanghai Oriental Art Center (China), 5™ concours international de musique de
chambre - Lyon (France), Bayer Kulturabteilung Spielzeit 08/09 (Germany), Nevada Encounters
of New Music, Skirball Center for the Performing Arts, and Shanghai Symphony Orchestra Hall.

Xinyan Li has recently completed all degree requirements toward the Doctor of Musical
Arts in Composition from the University of Missouri-Kansas City, from which she will graduate
in 2012. She studies with professors Chen Yi, James Maobberley, Zhou Long and Paul Rudy. Ms.
Li earned her Bachelor's and Master's degree at the China Conservatory of Music in Beijing
where she studied with professors Jin Xiang and Yang Tongba. As an educator, she has taught
music theory at Attached Middle School of China Conservatory of Music and given lecturesin

New York and New Jersey.
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