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PREFACE

This document summaries the family history of  Adolph R. and Augusta W. (Richter) Krause 
following their arrival in the United States. It was decided that the living descendants of  Adolph 
R. and Augusta W. (Richter) Krause, who wished to do so, would write a short narrative history 
about themselves and their immediate family before the memories of  this generation were lost 
to time. The individuals that chose to do so are presented in parentheses at the beginning of  
each descendant’s information within the body of  the text. Those writing on the behalf  of  
others also are presented in this way. The information gathered for this document occurred 
between 2005 and 2009. The following paragraph provides some preliminary information with 
regard to the events that took place prior to Adolph Krause’s immigration to the United States. 

Prior to his arrival in the America in 1860, a fleet of  five ships had left the same port in 
Germany (Bremen) in 1839, and sailed into the same port of  entry (New Orleans, Louisiana) in 
the United States. This flotilla carried about 700 individuals who had left Germany for a variety 
of  reasons, most notable in the case of  these Saxons, was the religious persecution they were 
facing for their strict adherence to the Lutheran confessions. At the time, the Prussian 
government had taken over this area of  Saxony and was forcing all the Protestants to join the 
Prussian Union, which was changing doctrines and removing Lutheran pastors from their 
churches unless they conformed to the teachings of  the Union. Another reason why many 
young men left Germany at this time was an attempt to avoid the draft into the Prussian Army. 
During the voyage one of  the five ships sank in a storm off  the coast of  France and all on 
board perished. Following the arrival of  the remaining four ships in the United States in January 
of  1839, these German immigrants traveled up the Mississippi River on paddle-wheel 
steamboats to St. Louis, Missouri, with a plan that after spending the winter in St. Louis they 
would settle on farmland located over 100 miles down-river in Perry County, Missouri, to the 
south. By the time the immigrants were ready to journey to Perry County in late May of  1839, 
some of  these immigrants decided to remain in St. Louis and established a German Lutheran 
community in this rapidly expanding city. This initial group of  immigrants founded Trinity 
Lutheran Church and a few years later their second pastor, Rev. C. F. W. Walther, asked them for 
their permission to form a church body, which would coordinate efforts to spread Lutheranism 
throughout the United States. He then founded the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod, and he 
also brought Concordia Theological Seminary to St. Louis from the log cabin it had been 
operating in Perry County. The original Trinity Church building was constructed in 1842 and is 
no longer standing. A newly constructed Trinity Lutheran Church was built in the Soulard 
neighborhood of  the city, about eight blocks from the river, in 1864. This magnificent church 
remains active today and is the only church left in the area that still, after 168 years, conducts a 
service in German on the fourth Sunday of  every month at 8:45 a.m. The congregation also has 
a beautiful, ornately decorated chalice brought with the immigrants from Germany, and 
continues to use it at every celebration of  the Eucharist. The chalice dates from the late 1600s 
and was one of  two brought to America with the group. The chalice was made in Austria for a 
monastery in Spain. During the Napoleonic Wars it was taken as plunder by the French and 
somehow ended up in the hands of  a Saxon count, Count Von Einsiedel, who gave it to the 
group when they sailed to America bound for St. Louis in 1838. The original transportation case 
that houses the chalice is made of  wood and leather also remains intact and is still used to hold 
the chalice for storage. For those of  you interested in our family history, a tour of  Trinity 
Lutheran Church is an important stop, as Immanuel Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota, which played such an important role in our family's history, is descended from this 
historic church.
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The Saxons who didn't remain in St. Louis or the immediate area, about 500 in number, 
settled on farmland to the south of  St. Louis and established the present day communities of  
Frohna, Altenburg, Wittenberg, and Paitzdorf  (now Uniontown). It is noteworthy that a 
group of  about 140 individuals came from the village of  Paitzdorf, Germany. Paitzdorf  is 
about 16 miles from Pölzig, Germany, Adolph R. Krause's home village. This group of  
immigrants founded the former communities along the Mississippi river in Missouri. In 
addition, it was this specific group that would later found the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod. Other Germans immigrants settled in small communities on the east side of  the river. 
These included Belleville, Illinois, which was Adolph Krause's destination listed on the 
passenger manifest of  the ship Georg. Belleville was the first important German settlement 
in the State of  Illinois. By the time Adolph Krause arrived about 90% of  the city's 
population was either German born or of  German Descent. German language and customs 
prevailed so much so that Belleville, Illinois, was known as "Little Germany". Thus, even 
thought Adolph left Saxony at a very young age, he must have been in contact with 
individuals known by the family from their home region prior to his departure to the United 
States. As Adolph Krause spent a number of  years in the St. Louis region, we believe he must 
have attended at least a few services at this specific church and mingled with people of  
common background and religious belief. However, we do not have direct proof  of  this, as 
records were kept for only official church acts such as marriages, baptisms, confirmations, 
and deaths/burials. Trinity Lutheran Church has a copy of  the original constitution for the 
church and for several years after its founding, anyone who wanted to become a voting 
member, had to sign that constitution. Members of  the congregation stopped signing that 
book in 1856 prior to the arrival of  Adolph Krause. There were, however, two other Krauses 
in the book, who may have had some connection with our family. Their names are as follows: 
Ernst Krause signed the original constitution as one of  the first signers in 1843, the year it 
was drawn up. There is a notation after his name that he later moved away. The other entry is 
a Gottleb Krause, who signed the constitution on July 21, 1856. As far as the original 
immigrants in the 1839 group was concerned, none of  them listed Pölzig as a former place 
of  residence, although many were listed as being  from Altenburg, Germany. The book at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church in Friberg Minnesota lists the place of  origin of  Adolph R. 
Krause as being Pölzig. However, a search of  the Pölzig parish records (1850-1875), a copy 
of  which is housed at The Family History in Salt Lake City, Utah, did not record Krause 
names known to us although Krause names were recorded. Clues as to the place of  origin of  
Adolph Krause in Germany and his contact family in the USA may be stated in a 
"Permission to Leave" document that he had to fill out prior to leaving Saxony. This 
document has yet to be researched.
One additional point needs further attention for those individuals who are interested in 
examining the genealogy of  the Krause family that homesteaded in the Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota region. Arthur Adolph Krause, the eldest son of  Adolph R. and Augusta W. 
(Richter) Krause, married Bertha Peters, the marriage of  which resulted in descendants that 
formed a major branch of  the family tree. Their descendants were Herbert Arthur, Julius 
Otto, Esther Hulda, Lillian Edna, William John, and Harold Erwin Krause. An unrelated 
Krause (as far as we can determine) known as Albert Krause married Sophie Peters, who was 
Bertha (Peters) Krause’s sister.  Their descendants were Anna, Augusta, Ferdinando, Bertha, 
Carl, Fred, Hulda, William, and Louise. Thus, there is a relationship, but through the maternal 
side of  the family. In this document we have chosen to specifically concentrate on the 
paternal side, i.e., the direct descendants of  Adolph R. and Augusta W. (Richter) Krause.

An account of  the Early Exploration, Indian Occupancy, Indian History and Traditions, 
Early Settlement, Reminiscences of  Personal History and Pioneer Life, Territorial and State 
Organization of  Northern Minnesota can be found in: Compendium of  History and 
Biography of  Northern Minnesota. George A. Ogle & Co., Chicago, page 684 (1902). 
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A copy of  a page describing the Fergus Falls, Minnesota area that was taken from a manuscript 
written about the history of  the Albert Krause family. (Courtesy of  Norman and Sidonna Bradow).
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A photograph taken on April 30, 2008, of  the interior of  Trinity Lutheran Church (from the balcony) 
built in the Soulard neighborhood of  Saint Louis, Missouri, in 1864. In the bell tower, the original wood 
pulleys were left mounted on beams of  the church structure from when the bells were originally hoisted 
into position during the 1800s.

The chalice used in celebration of  the Eucharist 
dates from the late 1600s and was a gift to this 
group of  Saxon immigrants from Saxon count, 
Count Von Einsiedel.

The original transportation case that houses the 
chalice is made of  wood and leather and is still 
used to hold the chalice for storage.
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Directions for using the relationship chart. Instructions: 

1. Select two people in your family and figure out which ancestor they have in common. For example, if  you chose 
yourself  and a first cousin, you would have a grandparent in common.

2. Look at the top row of  the chart and find the first person's relationship to the common ancestor.

3. Look at the far left column of  the chart and find the second person's relationship to the common ancestor.

4. Move across the columns and down the rows to determine where the row and column containing these two 
relationships (from #2 & #3) meet. This box is the relationship between the two individuals.
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Early (Pre-) History of  the Krause Family Tree

The following is the national geographic profile of  Y-chromosome DNA from William John Krause II (Bill) and 
Dennis Lyle Krause. DNA samples we submitted from both individuals at different times during 2004 to check 
authenticity. Results were identical and are recorded on the following pages. The Krause lineage belongs to Haplogroup 
R1A (M17), which originated about 10,000 years ago. This line is thought to be the first to domesticate the horse and 
may be responsible for the development of  the Indo-European language. 
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