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Abstract

Community based rehabilitation has played an essential role in the revitalization of
the regions damaged by the severe earthquake of 21 September 1999. The concept of
community participation has been put into action for the planning of rehabilitation,
involving both specialists and local people. The cooperation of the Department of
Architecture of Tamkang University and the “Newhomeland Foundation” in the
reconstruction of “Puli Town” is a good example. Members of the Department of
Architecture of Tamkang University voluntarily participated in the survey of
earthquake damage in “Puli Town”; and later cooperated with a local association,
“Newhomeland Foundation”, to establish a series of projects for the rehabilitation of
local communities. Among these projects, “Tao-mi community” is one of the most
active and enthusiastic communities which participated in the process of
reconstruction planning. In addition, this community would like to continue its active
involvement on the process of community planning for the next 2-3 years.

The aim of the research is to set up a model for achieving the objective of community
rehabilitation, an operational system of community participation, and to monitor the
progress of action planning through the analysis of “Tao-mi community”. This
research analyses the progress of the community rehabilitation of “Tao-mi
community” in twofold. Firstly, it approaches community rehabilitation from the view
of the members of the local association by reviewing their experience of their



interactions with local inhabitants and planners. Secondly, it proposes to interview
gpecialists in order to understand their approach and expectation for community
rehabilitation.

Key words. rehabilitation after disaster, community participation, community
empowerment, action planning.
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