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Abstract

This study attemptsto clarify the
myth in ‘gender and science’ from
social psychologica perspectiv. The
autobiographical narrative data have
been collected from the in-depth
interview with 10 outstanding women
scientists who are educated, growing,
and career-committed in Taiwan. Those
subjects include majoring in
mathematics, biology, medical science,
architecture, chemical science etc. They
all got the Ph.D. degree, teaching at
college or university, or doing research
in research center.

There are many issues and
controversiesin the study of
gender/science domain. In genera, the
science hasa‘maleimage’ whichis
considered as objectivity, ration, activity,
calmness, and toughness, etc. And male
scientists aways occupy the inner circle
of the mainstream power structure. In
contrast, females are often regarded to
have no talent for the study of science,
with sex-role stereotypes, because they

lack of basic ability such asin abstract
thinking, mathematical reasoning ability,
etc. And some female traits such as
emotion-orientation sentiment,
dependency, passiveness, etc. are
incompatible with the image that
science represents. However, there are
still some outstanding women
succeeding in the scientific field.

Hence, to understand psychological
mechanisms and processes of breaking
through the socia constraints posed on
those women, become a very
meaningful task to help advance the
psychology of women in Taiwan. But
the results demonstrate that
These woman scientists lack for gender-
consciousness, they always obey
traditional sex-role rule. The most
troublesome things are that the timeis
limited for family and career at the same
time.

Keyword: gender and science, women
scientists, psychology of women, fear of
success, female thinking, life history
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