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Abstract #246584

Social Representation of Elderly Violence

Maria-Adriana Coler, PhD Student 1, Manuel Lopes, PhD, Director of the Health Research Center at University
of Evora 2, Antonia Moreira, PhD, Director of School of Nursing Federal University of Paraiba Brazil 3. (1) Escola
Sao Joao de Deus, University of Evora, Portugal, Largo Sr da Pobreza, Evora, 7000-811, Portugal. (2) Escola de
Enfermagem Sao Joao de Deus, University of Evora, Largo Sr da Pobreza, Evora, 7000-811, Portugal. (3) School
of Nursing, Federal University of Paraiba, Campus I, Joao Pessoa, 58000, Brazil.

One of the consequences of aging is the stress of necessary adjustments in living arrangements which carry with
it changes in social participation and dependency. These give rise to the phenomenon under investigation in this
study: that of violence…often blatant, but sometimes muted. The literature speaks of an increase in the
phenomenon worldwide which can be obscured in the non evident cases. This study attempts to surmount the
obstacles not only by delving into the epidemiology, but investigating its significance and representations via the
comparison of expressions from a studied population in two countries: United States and Portugal. We present
the partial results of a research using both qualitative and quantitative methodology that examines the social
representations of elderly violence using the framework of Moscovici's Social Representation Theory. We
analysed the thoughts of sixty participants divided into three categories : elderly individuals, family members and
health workers. Content analysis was treated by the ALCESTE software that allows the comparison between the
elements of the corpus of words or sentences. The results revealed the social representation of elderly violence
for the subjects considering their cultural differences. It also highlights the importance of the reciprocity between
individuals and the environment where violence occurs. In addition, evidences the lack of educational preparation
of two main support pillars to the elderly: family and health professionals. The similarities of terms associated
with violence points to the possibility of using a consensual concept proposed by the authors to promote
preventative strategies while discussing the phenomenon.

Title: Social Representation of Elderly Violence
Program: Family Violence Prevention Forum
Submitter's E-mail Address: mafcoler@gmail.com
Preferred Presentation Format: Oral Preferred
Learning Objectives: Identify the social representation of elderly violence
Keyword(s): Elderly, Violence
Learning Areas: 
Advocacy for health and health education
Assessment of individual and community needs for health education
Implementation of health education strategies, interventions and programs
Planning of health education strategies, interventions, and programs
Social and behavioral sciences
Systems thinking models (conceptual and theoretical models), applications related to public health

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Repositório Científico da Universidade de Évora

https://core.ac.uk/display/62447227?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1


22/01/12 Abstract #246584

2/2apha.confex.com/apha/139am/afvp/papers/viewonly.cgi?username=246584&password=266891

Session 3236: Evolving Family Violence Prevention Policy and its impact Locally, Nationally, &
Internationally (ID=31969)
Session Type: Oral
Session Scheduled: Monday, October 31, 2011: 12:30 PM - 02:00 PM 
Slot: : 3236.0 - SCI: Monday, October 31, 2011: 12:30 PM-2:00 PM
Scheduled Time: 1:10 PM

First author
Presenter
Maria-Adriana Coler, PhD Student
Escola Sao Joao de Deus
University of Evora, Portugal
Largo Sr da Pobreza
Evora, 7000-811
Portugal 
Phone Number: 860-878-9784 
Publishable Email: mafcoler@gmail.com 
Alternate Email: aacoler@gmail.com

Qualified on the content I am responsible for because: Phd Student at University of Evora in Portugal.
Master Degree in Social Psychology by the Federal University of Paraiba,Brazil. Assistant Research for
the Research Center in Health and Science from the University of Evora inPortugal
Any relevant financial relationships? No
Signed on 02/11/2011 by Maria Adriana Coler

Second author
Manuel Lopes, PhD, Director of the Health Research Center at University of Evora
Escola de Enfermagem Sao Joao de Deus
University of Evora
Largo Sr da Pobreza
Evora, 7000-811
Portugal 
Phone Number: 351-266-730-300 
Publishable Email: mjl@uevora.pt

Third author
Antonia Moreira, PhD, Director of School of Nursing Federal University of Paraiba Brazil
School of Nursing
Federal University of Paraiba
Campus I
Joao Pessoa, 58000
Brazil 
Phone Number: 5583-2243051 
Publishable Email: alfaleda@hotmail.com


