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Characterisation of the mural paintings
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Abstract

Several mortars from mural paintings were collected from the Misericordia Church of
Odemira and analysed by using different techniques namely X-ray diffraction,
thermogravimetric analysis with differential thermal analysis, SEM-EDX, optical
microscopy, CHNS elemental analysis and chemical analysis. Microfragments of paint
layers were collected and analysed by microchemical analysis. The results showed that
the mortars are aerial lime mortars with siliceous aggregates and that the pigments used
were from local sources.
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