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Preface

liore thsn nineteen hundred years ago our Lord presented
himgelf to a small group of select men and he commissioned them
to go into all the world preaching the gospel to every creature.
Guided by his Spirit and endued with his power they began to ful-
fill their assignment, Therefore, it is not so strange that we
in the twentieth century are thinking in terms of world Christisn-
ity. There is a vitally invigorating content in the concept of a
brotherhood in Christ which encircles the globe., My sgincere
desire ig that this study will help the reader to evaluate

properly the ecumenical movement in the light of the New Testa-

' ment Church, I express my deep gratitude to my major professor,

Professor Dean E. Walker, for his suggesting thig subject and

for his helpful advice and direction in the preparation of this

digsertation.

Robert E. Black

Montezums, Indiana, April 4, 1949,
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CHAPTER I

AN INTRODUCIURY SECTION QUTLINING TdE FILLD
OF IWVESTLIGATION

Can the church be anything less than the church and
continue to meet the basic needs of men¥ There is a growing
conviction that in view of the challenging ccumission glven
the church by her Hdead, the church must begin te function at
full power, Christisns have been "devotees of the cult of
the incomplete--sectarianism."l far too long. The sectarian
spirit has flourished particularly well in this country,
The full impact of the centrifugal divisive force of Protestant-
ism has been felt here, With this monster of secterianiem
Thomae Campbell wrestled one hundred and forty years ago.

The Christisn Association of Washington and his Declaration and

address came out of Thomas Campbell's conviction thet schism

In the tenth proposition of the Declaration

is the grossest sin.

and Address, he asserts,

That division among the Christisns is a horria
evil, fraught with many evils. It is antiChristian, as
it destroys the vigible unlpy of the body of Chrigt, as
if he were divided ageinet himegelf, excluding and excom-
municating a part of himself, It 1s antiscriptural, as
being strictly prohibited by his sovereign suthority; a
direct violation of his eXpIress command. It is anti-
natursl, as it excites Christisnes to conteun, to hate,

"The Call to Unity," Faith and Order
nference, waussnne, 1927, New York,

lonarles H, Breut,
" oof the World O
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and oppose one another, Who are bound by the highest and
wmost endearing obligations to love each other as brethren
even ss Christ has loved them, In e ,word, it is producti%e
of confusicn and of every evil work. )
in his judgement divigion among Caristisns was antiChristisn,
antiseriptural, and antinatural. rie pled for the unity of
Christisns that the church might function eiffectively, that

the gospel might be propagated throughout the world,

This great document, Declaration snd Address, became
the platform of the reformation of the nineteenth century,
The superstructure of thies movement toward unity found expresg-

ion in the work of Alexander Cgmpbell in the Chrigtian Baptist

| and the Millennial Harbinger. In preparing the second edition

of The Christisen System in 1839, alexander Cempbell declared

that he had in mind a great gquestion

which we anticipate sooll to be the all-absorbing question
of Protestant Christendom, Viz: How may schisms cease and
all Christiense unite, harmonize and gg-operate in one
great community, a8 at the beginning?

The movement with which Thomas Campbell and Alexander Campbell

were identified was notl just a passing episode in the march of

time, Out of this movement hag come "the moet numeroue and

influential religious body which hed its inception in America, "9

Thomas Cempbell was far in advance of his contemporaries

in his concern for the unity of Christians. In a community

where lines between Christisns bearing the same class name were

g so surely established that other Fresbyterians could not meet

lyrederick D, Kershner, The Christian Union Overture,

d St. Louis, The Bethany Press, 193%, po. 91, 92. .

2,1 gxander Campbell, Ihe Christien System, St. Louis,
Chrigtian Board of Publication, n.d., p. 12.

}Kershner, op. c¢it., P. L7
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3
with Seceder Presbyterians around the Lord's Table without
the minister incurring censure, 1t was excéedingly courageous

for a wan even to think of the poseibility of Christians

working together.l

The point is that even though the Declaration snd

Addrese appeared as early as 1809, it is altogether modern
and appropriate for today. Concerning the essentisl unity of

the church

there can be no gquestion but that present-day religious
forces are more and more drifting in the direction of
Thomas Campbell, The theory of denominationalism is no
longer held by the thought leaders of the Christiasn world,
The eloquent sppeals in behalf of union and the vigorous
eriticigms of sectarianisum contained in the "Declaration
and Address" are now being re-echoed throughout the pul-
pits of evangelical Christendom., It is safe to say that

a large portion of the language found in the pages pre-
pared by Thomas Cempbell could be quoted verbatim and
with approval by the majority of present day Frotestant
ministers. Thus far, at least, Thomas Caupbell 'has arrived'.

o

Both Thomas Campbell and Alexander Cempbell were firmly con-
vinced that & divided church would never carry out the com-
mission given to and designed for a united church,

In this dissertation we are dealing with a movement

which has appeared in nistory and has been called "the ecumenical

movement", Concerning the formation of the World Council of

Churches in smsterdam, Hsmpton Adsms, secretary of the Christisn

Board of Publication wrote,
Thomas Campbell would have been at home in such a conference

i nd he would have thanked God for the leading of Hi
ggig?%?' %his ig the kind of fellowship for which thegfoundeg

lgovert Richardson, Memoirs of Alexander Campbell, Vol. 1,

‘Oincinnati, gtandard Publishing Company, L0897, D. 4.

% ershner, op. ¢it., DP. 26, 27.
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of our communion longed in hig day.l

There are those who reccgnize an affinity between the program

of Thomas Campbell and the modern ecumenical movement,

Definitions of "Bcumenical'

There are three possible definitions of the word

The definition according to Greek usage is

"ecumenical",
Our word "ecumenical" is the

properly "the inhabited world".
Anglicized form of the Greek ol’Kau/us'wl. As uged by Greek

writers it often meant the portion of the earth inhabited by

Greeks as distinet from the lands of the barbarians. Greek

authors writing about Roman matters used the word to designate
the Roman emplire and its subjects.Ot’/(ou/uE’W[was also employed
when the Greek desired to speak about "the wholeinhabited
earth" or "the world",?

The etymology of the word is interesting.

combination of two Greek words, Ot fos and/ae'wv. O¢kos, a noun,
It was clearly distinct

It isg a

slgnified a house which was inhabited.

a building, 4ny dwelling place uight be designated

The word could also signify the inmstes of a house,
Again, ori? kos

&

from &h”;f' 0 Sy

88 OCLKOS,
all the persons forming one family, a household.

is used to designete the stock, race, or descendants of one,

e.g., the o/i\kosof l)zarsrid.3

J't‘izamp‘c.n:m Adams, "A Date In history," The Christian
ivangelist, Volume 86, No. 37, September 15, 1943, p. 924,

2joseph H. Thayer, Greek-fnglish Lexicon of the New
Tegtament, (corrected edition), liew York, American Book Company,
1886, pp. 441, 442.

51bid,, p. 441.
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Meve, a verb, when used intransitively in reference to
place carries the ldea of tarrying or sojourning., When used
tropically, such concepts as "not departing," "eontinuing to
be present," "mainteining unbroken fellowship with one," are

to be underétood.l Therefore, upon combining the two words,

one srrives at the concept of maintaining an unbroken fellow-

ghip within the household.
In the third place, there ig the current usage of the

word "ecumenical"., Henry S. Lelper, Secretary in America of

the World Council of Churches, says that the meaning of

"ecumenical" 1s:
Concerned with the whole family of the church in the
d world, interracial, lnterdenominational,

whole inhabite
international, consi@ered in the light of its ccmmon
~origin and commol objective.

Here 1s no denial of glaring differences in race, denomination,

and nationality. These are all feced intelligently with greater

concern being shown in likenesses
There is also in this statement the affirm-

and similarities within the

household of faith.

ation that the church can never be the private possession of

any particular race, denomination, or section of the inhabited

worid, By its very origin and
Mr. Leiper further notes that the word

cbjective the church is a world-

wide fellowshlp.

necumenical® was not used by Christisns for a long time because

the ldea was forelgn to their thinking,

nave not thought of the church as Christ inte
localized, individualized, denominat?gg§
d nationslized the church out of all

They simply
it to be. They have

alized, racialized, an

11bid., ». 399. e
Zgeorge Walker Buckner, JI., Concerns of a World Church,

st. Louis, The Bethany Press, 1943, p. 10.
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resemblsuce to the universal fellowship of which Jesus

was thinking when he prayed five times over thst his
followers '"may be one . R that the world may believe
L]

that thou hast sent me.
Paul G. Macy, director of the lidwest Region of the

Americen Committee for the World Council of Churches, writes

that

In its modern usage the word "ecumenical" signifies the
nwhole household of faith, embracing all races, all
netions, all branches of the Church itself throughout

all the world." The familiar hymn puts it thus--"all
people that on earth do dwell". The "ecumenical move-
ment" is the moyement toward Christian unity, or as Dr.

e or 11 Hooft“has so aptly put it, "from the Church-

as men have-conceived-1t toward the Church-as God-intended-
it." In its meaning of "universal" ecumenical is nearly
eynonymous With the word "catholic", with waich we are

‘ 1t has this advantage, however, that it

more famillar.
has never bgen used to designate a particular branch of

the Church.

From these statements 1t ig evident that we are dealing with

& very inclusive term when we use "ecumenical" according to

current usage.

The ecumenical movement, therefore, as it relates to

the church has arisen becausge of the sharp contrast between

the church as it is and the church as it was designed., Under-
jcal movement 1is the conviction thst the church

lying the ecumen
4

"ig essentialily, intentionally, and consgtitutionally one."
The movement grows as this conviction is shared end as its
implicaticns are reslized in vitel Christisn life and work

lipid,, pp. 20, 1.
aDr.'Visser 1 Hooft is the General BSecretary of the

World Council of Churches. |
aul G. lacy, Ihe story of the World Council of Churches,

New York, American Committee for the World Gounc of Churcheg,

3rd ed., 1947, D. k- P
4y orshner, op. ¢ite P. 81.




throughout the world.
In this dissertastion we are not only concerned in

gtudying the development of the ecumenical movement, but our

attention will also be focuged upon this question, "In what

particulars is the ecumenical movement relevant to the New

Tegtament Cuhurch®" Our first concern will be to give an

sccount of this movement noting personnel, places, conferences,

emphases, etc, Then we ghall compare and contrast the

ecumenical movement with the organism called the church, the

earliest record of which is in the New Tegtament.




CHaPTER II
ThE BrGINWINGS OF THE ECUMENICAL MG VEMENT

The exact point in time at which the modern ecumenical
movement had its inception is extremely difficult to fix. The
consensgus of judgment dates the movement asg beginning with the
Missionary Conference at Edinburgh in 1910. Lowever, several
years pricr to this date there were proposals, bids for union,
and ecumenical conferences. (n the basis of thisg fact it is
poseible to date the beginning of this movement from the middle
of the nineteenth century.

There is no doubt that the work of Thomas and Alexander
Campbell and their associates created much discussion and
stirred many minds with reference to the fact that the church
is one and members of the body of Christ should accept this
unity.’ The sectariesnisam, the fruit of Protestantism, the
narrow, localized thinking of those who claimed Christ as
their Lord affords a challenging background asgainst which men
with the vision of a fellowship with Christ encirecling the
globe stand out in bold relief.

In 1853 the bishops of the Protestant Episcopal Church
appointed a commission to confer with the Christisn bodies of
the United States which were desirous of "promoting union and
concord emong all who love our Lord Jesus in sincerity and
truth." At that time, the bishops made various suggestions
and recommendstions concerning the promotion of such union.

In 1880 the bishops of this communion issued a lengthy state-

ment pointing out the desirability of cooperation with these
3]



ends in view:

Thaet this church doeés not seek to absorb other
communions, but rather cooperating with them on a basis
of a common faith snd order, Lo discountenance schiem,
to heal the wounds of the bedy of Christ, and to promote
the charity which is the chief of Christian gracef and
the visible manifestation of Christ to the world.

Even though this plan proposed by the Protestent Episcopal
Church in 1880 had some insumountable barriers to Christian
unity, such ag the required acceptance of the Nicene Creed
and the preservation of the historic episcovate, 2 yet the
fact that the leaders were doing some thinking about the
possibility of union is apparent. Out of their deliberations
came this statement:

Furthermore, deeply grieved by the s=d divisions which
afflict the Christian Church in our own land, we hereby
declare our desire and readlness . . . . to enter into
brotherly conference with all or any Christian bodies
seeking the organic union of the church, with s view to
the esrnest study of the conditions under which 53 price-
less a blegsing might happily be brought to pass.

Whereas the Campbells hed pled for "Chrigtian unity",
at this point, 1880, the concept of "organic church union"
emerges and we shall notice how this latter concept pre-
dominates in all the conferencesthat follow., The point is
that there were stirrings in men's minds and emotions concern-

ing the ecumenicsl concept long before the coming of the

twentieth century.

lSamuel M, Jackson, American Church History, Volume XII,
New York, The Christian Literature Company, 1894, p. 80.

v %M. P. Hayden, "Episcopal Proposals for Christian Unity,"
Christian Standard, Volume LXII, No. 37, September 10, 1927,

P. O :
Brackson, op, oit., p. 8L.
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liovember, 1854 saw the first Union Missionary Con-

vention in session. This conventlon was called becsuse

Alexander Duffl was in america. The object of the gathering

was to unite in cordial love and sympathy the friends of
missions; to excite them to higher effort for the ooﬁ~
version of the world, and to discuss, In the presence of
the greatest and most experienced of living niesion-
aries, topics in which all misslon boards are equally
concerned. 4nd if the circulation and verusal of thig
report will, in any degree, excite snd extend smong the
churches the warm, catholic, elevated, and pious feeling
its object will be attained.

3 - ® °

Nearly three hundred evangelical clergymen were delegates

at this meeting.
Eight questions were proposed for general dlscussion.

Alexaender Duff answered five of the questions., The questions

were:
xtent are we suthorized by the Word of God

to expect the conversion of the world to Christ?
2. What are the divinely appointed and most efficient
, ding the gospel of salvation to all men?

means of exten
3, Is it best to concentrate laborers in the foreigm

field, or to scatier them'’
the great extent of the heathen world, and

4, In view of
the degree to which 1t is opened, is it expedlent for
different missionary boards to plant stations on the
geme ground? )
o Ho% may the number of qualified laborers for the
evangelization of the world be multiplied and best pre-
ared?
_How may the co-operation of all our congregations be
begt secured to ald in the spread of the gospel”
7., How can missilonary intelli%ence be most extensivel
the churches

cireculated among
8. Is it expedient to hold such 2 meeting as this anmually??

1, To what e

Firgt Missionary of the Church of
tch missionary to Indis." George Smith
£f, New York, A. C. Amstrong and Som,

lAlexander buff,

Scotland, "the grest Sco
The Life of Alexander bu

1379. plie . i
© 2pqwin k. Bliss, Ed., Eoumenical Missionary Conference,
Vol. 1, New York, American Tract Soeiety, 1900, p. 19.

3Ibid., pp. 19, 20.
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The ecumenical 1l1dea was éertainly present in the considerations
of this Convention. We note such phrases as "the conversion
of the world," "extending the gospel of salvation to all men;"

revengelization of the world." There is no narrowness or

bigotry in these phrases. Confronting the various communions

represented was the comwon task of bearing the gospel of

Christ to the nations, They did not evade the issue or

chun their calling. They faced scuarely and made zn honest

effort to evaluate thelir ability to respondto their commission.

There is a measure of disappointment for me in that

the question concerning co-operation of the various congregat-

ions was not answered. Having accepted as valid for them-

gelves the preaching of the gosepel to all the world, the next

question was "how can this be done most efficiently?" Unity

and co-cperation Were not confused. The manner in which the

question was stated presuppo sed congregationsco-operating to

spresd the gospel.
Within the decade from 1850 to 1860 the concept of
world Christianity began to challenge men as they considered

the real mission of the church. Within this same period we

have noted the emergence of the concept of church union as

pronosed by the Protest
der Duff could have hed sufficient time to answer the

ant Episcopal Church. Perhape if

Alexan
question concerning the co-operation of the churches, some
plan of church union would have been advanced by this Mission-
ary Conventlon. This gathering was most concerned sbout the

one paramount end of the church. The Protestant Evigcopal
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Church wags suggesting a meang to the achievement of that end.

Therefore, by 1900, two ecumenicsl Missionary Con-
ferences having convened, an atmosphere was vresent which
gave vital impetus to the modern ecumenical movement.
"Christians of many communions were beginning to mingle in
friendly fellowghip and to work together in cooperative tasks. "l
Other important aspects in the preparation of this atmo sphere
were the forming of the World's Zvangeliecal Alliance in 1846,
various youth movements such as the Student Christian Movement,
The Young People's Society of Chrigtian Endeavor, (1881),
The World's Student Federation, (1895), and the World's Sunday
School Association, (1887). The Federal Council of the Churches
of Christ in America, organized in 1908, has been one of the

leading organizations in advancing the ecumenical movement.

- ly. R. Warren, kd., Survey of Service, Disciples of
Christ, St. Louis, Carigtian Board of Publication, 1928, p. 664,
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CHAPTER III
THE MISSIONARY MOVEMENT

Thoge who have been much concerned in the progress of

the ecumenical movement do not claim that Christisns have ex-

perlenced a catastrophle awekening. In evaluating the move-

greful to point out its history.

ment they are ¢
For in 1854, there was held, in New York, a Union
lilesionary Convention, the first of a series of Conferences
which were to lead to the World Misslionary Conference at
And it is from the latter gathering

Edinburgh in 1910.
thet almost all the modern movements for Chrietlian unity
are directly or indirectly derived.

Another statement published ten yesIs prior to the one just

portance of the World Misslonary

Conference held in gdinburgh in 1910.

Jor it was at the World Missionary Conference of 1910
that Faith and Order may be gaid to have been born., Of
course there were movements toward Christian unity before
that date, and it was their work, and notably the work

of the world-wide Student Christlan Movement, that made
possible ngdinburgh 1910". But every thing received then
a new impetus. romn then must be dated a new era in the
missionary enterprise, end from then the movement for
Christisn ynity acquired a quite new and more statesman-

like form.

quoted emphasizes the im

Newsweek, & magazine designed to present the news of the day
for popular consumption, in &n article on the "Council in

amsterdan!, August, 1948, says:

X H d Henry Smith Lei
H., G. G. Herklots an y per, Pilgrimage
To Amsterdam, New York, Jiorehouse-Gorham Co., 1947 7 5. 16,

gﬁugh Martin, Edinburgh 1 , London, Student Christisen
Movement Prees, 19%7, p. 19+ ‘

13
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But just what was this World Council of Churches? . . . .
What it was could only be explained by what went into
making this World Council, Its origins went back almost
100 years to a Union liissionary Convention held at New
York in 1854. Thig missionary get-together culminated
in a World Miissionary Conference at Eginburgh in 1910--

the mofher conference of modern movements for Christlan
unity.

Principal Willism Robinson of Overdale College, Birminghan,
fingland holds that the Ecumenical Movement stems from the
Edinburgh Conference in 1910, Le points out algo that there
are three distinct phases to the movement; (1) the missionary
phase; (2) the Faith end Order movement which is concerned with
the theological matters dividing the churches; and (3) the Life
and Work movement which endeavors to promote cooperation among

the churches on social, economic, and political matters.2

Edinburgh--1910

There is general agreement that the Missionary Conference
at Edinburgh in 1910 is of sufficient importance that we should
at least examine the records briefly. £&very Christian Mission
field in the world Wwas represented at this conference except
South america, This continent was not included because the
Conference had to do only with ilissions in non-Christian lands,
and South smerica was not counted as such., Edinburgh was the
gseventh in a series of general missionary conferences beginning
with the one held in New York in 1854, Prior to the convening

of the Conference eight commigeions had been at work agsenbling

1 R T
islcolm Muir, Cheirmsn of the Board of Editors,
"Counecil in Amgterdsm", Newsweek, Volume xxxii, No. 8, August

2%, 1948, p. 66.

24111iam Robinson, The Shattered Oroes, Birminghem,
Berean Press, 1945, p. 10.
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detailed information concerning the various Mission fields.

The design of the gathering was that it should be consultative,

deliberative, and educational. The commissions dealt with the

following themes: (1) Carrying the Gospel to all the non-
Christian World, (2) The Church in the Mission Field, (3)

Education in Relation to the Christianization of National
Life, (4) The Missionary liessage in Relation to non-Christian

Religions, (5) The Preparation of Missionaries, (6) The Home-

ons, (7) liissions and Governments, (8) Cooperation

Base of lilgsl
It is significant for our study

and the Promotion of Unity.
The

that this last commission should have been included.

officers of this commission were Sir. A. H, L, Fraser and

Silas licbee. The importance of this report ie emphagized in

the following statement:
The Conference, through this Commission as well as through
its investigations as a whole, revealed not only the magni-
tude of the Comity, Co-operation, Federation, and Unity
liovements on the mission fields, but also the demend that
these movementslbe continued and extended both in foreign
and home lands.

a vital implication for the ecumenical movement in

There is

that this sdinbur
mittee which included such men as John R, Mott, Robert E.
The missionary enterprise must

The evangel-

gh Conference appointed a contlnuation com-

Speer, and J. H. Oldhen.
still blaze new trails, establish new frontiers.
ization of the world, not yet realized, called for continued

effort, understanding, and cooperation.
men from all the mission fields in the non-Christian lands

-~ lggius J. Slosser, Chrigtian Unity, London, Kegan
Psul, Trench, Trubner & Company, 1929, p. 254.

It was asuspicious

that



16
of the world could convene and earnestly seek for greater
efficiency and effectiveness in their work., Hurthermore, the
modern ecumenical movement gathered impetus asg the missionaries
from various fields reported thelir experiments on the field,
Some had found thst comity asgreements had advanced the cause
and produced more efficiency in that effort was not duplicated
in the same ares, Others had worked out a system of federation,
cooperating with other denominations in a common task, but
maintaining the peculiar denominational marke. In India the
varioug mission boards attempted a definite ecclesiasticsal

bagis in their federation in that they accepted a common

evangelical creed and agreed upon:
The recognition of the valldity of each other's ordinances,

winigtry, membership, and discipline, without thereby
committing thfmselves to the approval of particular methods

or practices.
Therefore, the churches at the home-base supplying the leader-

ghip and finance for these migsion vrojects and noting what
had been hsvpening on the misslon fields were being led into

an era of experimentation in which "federation," "cooperation,"
and "unity," were to become key words. If these plans worked
on the mission fields, perhaps they would work at home. Inherent
in thig entire scheme is the fallure to understand that the

church is one and will always be one that the world may bellevs.

Any apologetic for Christian unity which omits the above con-
sideration is invalid. Moreover, the work of propagating the
gospel 1g not a grand experiment, Scientiste may deal in ex-

periments; but Christians must deal with & revelation.

lipid., p. 268.
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Even though these basic considerations were neglected

at Edinburgh, the common problems of world-wide evangelization
and the attendant heart-searchings experienced by the delegates
charged the ecumenical movement with a powerful force, '"Nearly
all who attended that Conference returned to their homes
determined to further, or to initiate, movements which would
remove the scandals of Church division, "

Since the missionary movement has been one of the
most important tributaries flowing into the stream of the
ecumenical movement, & closer examinatlion will helv us to
eveluate ite contribution. The Commission on Cooperation and
Unity reporting to the World llssionary Conference in Edinburgh
in 1910 pointed out that the inadequacy of forces and the in-

stability of methods in propagating the gospel were pressing

problems.

Without hearty alllance among the many Missionary
Societies employed in carrying the Gospel to non-Christlan
peoples, and without the recognition of cooperative effort
as the normal condltlon of missionary work, the most copious
supply of workers and of means that could be hoved for,
would still be ineffectual; while for the aschievement of
the ultimate and highest end of all migsionary work--the
egtablighment in thege non-Chrisgtian_lands of Christ's one

Church--real unity must be attained.?

Yes, unity must be attained because "we are beginning to see

thet the Church is again facing a mighty confliet, like that

1
Ibid.s P« B35,

2Cooperation and the Promotion of Unity, Report of
Commission Vill, World Missionary Conference, ﬁdinburgh, 1910,

New York, Fleming H. Revell Company, n.d., p. 5.
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which srose when the living forces of the Gospel contended with

the forcesg of the pagan world in the early centuries, "

However, in the same connection an apology for the

various missionary socleties is made. Considered from the stand-

point of efficiency, there Wwas -0 doubt that the duplication of

effort was wasteful; but "1t 1s true that the conduct of the

work by a number of separate but allied Societies (which might

exist even within a single united church) is not necessarily

inconsistent with & gpirit of unity and full cooperation."2

The advantages of geparate Societies being located in a Chrisgt-

ian community were listed a8 (1) affording an appeal to the

neny-sided interests gnd utilizing the meny energies of the

given community; (2) making for elasticily of operation on the

on field, for rreedom of experime
ention to classes of people and branches of work

nissi nt and initlative, variety

of method, att
that might otherwise have been neglected. Here is the recurrence

of the appeal to sustaln denominationalism. These arguments
were not new because they had been presented meny times during
the previous centulry. fnere is not one suggestion pointing to

oged advanlages of sectari

Tegtament church is concerned.,
e to Edinburga in 1910 were told thet the

the supp aniem that is valid so far as

the New

Tho g€ Who Cell

tasgk of evangelizing the world was & campaign of allies,

Cooperation, alliance, combination--these terms beceme familiar

At Edinburgh, Cnrigtian leaders did agree that

expressions.

lIbid.. p. 6.
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wour Lord intended that we should be one in a visible fellowship"

and that the end of missionary work 18 to see the one united

Church of Christ established in every non-Christisn land.®

Jerusalem--1920

At the World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh, 1910,

the cooperation of lissionary Societies and Boards was highly

recommended, The proposal was made that not only should the

various Societies of a given nation cooperate; but that an

International Committee be formed to serve as a medium of

communicaticn for all lMiseionary Socleties, Dr. John R. Mott,
a layman of the lethodist Episcopal Church of the United States,

was appointed chairman of the Continuastion Committee. This

committee met with groups of missionary leaders in Europe,

Great Britain, North smerice and continued the discussion of

special problems arising out of the Conference in 1910, rrange-

ments were made for financial cooperation smong foreign boards,

The Internationsl Review of luissions, a publicatlon dealing

a world-wide, international scale

with missionary activity on
was published. ¥rom 1912 to 1920 the committee was busily

engaged in extensive tours and International Missionary Fro-
In 1920, the First World War having been concluded,

1 missionary conference was held near Lake Geneva.

motion.

an internetiona
The formation of &an lnternational Miesionary Council was provosed
at this conference and the Council was formally orgenized at

Lake liohonk, Wew York in 1921.2 ¥rom March 24 to April 8, 1928

1

Ibid., p. 131
251 ogser, 0p. Cit., DPP. 250 256.
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the International liigeionary Council met in Jerusalem., Dr

John R, Mott stated that the Jerusaleum meeting was the great
est single contribution nade by the Gounc:j.l.:L

This Jerusalem meeting of the Intermational lMissionary

Council heard sevein reports which are preserved for us in as

meny volumes. The Teports were upon the following themes:

1. The Cahristian Lbife and iiessage in Relation to Non-Christian

Systems of Thought and Life., 2. Religious Education. 3. The

Relation Between the Younger and Older Churches. 4, The Christian

iiseion in the wigat of Race Conflict., 5. The Christian Mission

in Relation to Ipdustrial Probleme. 6. The Christian Mission in

1 Problems. 7. International lMissionary Co-

Relation to Hura

operation.
The growth of the conce
ovement 1is clearly apparent, In 1910 only two

pt of cooperation in the

Missionary M
national Christian councils existed. In 1928 twenty-six such
aggociations were repregented 1n the International meeting at

The "felt needs" and "the demands of an ever-

Jerusalenm.

k" are given &8 reagone for this cooperative

expanding woT
organization of these councils found

growtn,2 Althouga the

gion in many divergent 1ypes,
1 these bodies 18 the deeply rooted desire to find

expres "gn underlying prineiple

governing al
in cooperation that unity of the Spirit stressed in Apostolic

and loegt through oul unhappy diVisions."5 Unity is the

linternstional Liissionary Cooperation, Volume V11,
International Missionary unecil, New York, humford Press,
1928, p. &

27pid., p. 51
31pid., p. De.

daye,
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objective snd according to this pronouncement, unity can be
found in cooperation.

Thnie note is sounded clearly at Jerusalem, "The
spiritual implications of the Gogpel demand unity smong those
who are seeking to spread the UGood lews,"* There is no direct
reference in this pronouncment to the New Tegtament Church; but
the simple statement that those who would propagate the Gospel
effectively must be amiable and chariteble toward one another,
The dilemma lies in thig: "The basis of coovperation heas been

e frank recognition of differences by an honest gearch for unity

in and through the Holy Spirit, which transcends the divieive

"2 A frank recognition

elements in present-day Christianity.
of differences is not long compatib}e with an honest search for
unity. Cooperation is possible only where the combining groups
minimize their differences and magnify the essential elements
upon which there is agreement. (At the present time we are
engaged in a School of Christiasn Leadership, This is a cooperat-
ive project sponsored by the Indiana Council of Churches. There
are ten distinct church branches participating in the effort,

The project, the design of which is to train Christian leaders,
would have been impossible if we had ssid toone another, "there
are too meny serious differences in doectrine and polity for us
to work together." Instead, we have agreed, in the spirit of

cooperation, that our differences are ingignificant in the

light of the tremendously signlficant challenge to present

Christ as Saviour and Lord)” The Jerusalem meeting made a bold

libid.

2Ibid. s
S5A project of the Protestant churchey of Parke County.
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claim when it snnounced, munity has been attained through

united service in a common task for the evangelization of the

World."l Here cooperatlon ig unity., Unity has been achieved

through working at a comumol tagk., Thig may be unity; but it

is not Christien unity. The oTew of an airplane work together

at & common task to bring thei
but it is not Chrigtian, t is at this point,

r craft safely to its destination.'

Unity is there,

the confusion of cooperation and unity, that we see the real

fallacy of this Jerusalem meeting.

Various arguments were suggested at Jerusalem support-

ing the validity of migsionary cooperation., Cooperation was

becoming escential because the world wae so well-organized

internationelly. Cutwardly t
1 unity of the Church needs to be realized, This

he world 1s unified; therefore

the spiritua
ig certainly far removed from Jesus' plea that his diseciples
chould be unified that the world mignt believe on him, The

Church should have been in a positlion to transform rather than

be forced to conforu.

Cooperative WoIk ig better done than independent enter-

prizes. Money 18 gaved, Tasks beyond the capacity of any one
e done by'united forces, Christians in a non-

group can now b

Christisn land can speak with one voice on moral and social

The production and ©
e staffing gnd finanecing of gcheools and colleges

problemns jreulation of Christian literature

and the adegquat
are included as advantages of cooperation in the Jerusgalen
on missionary'oooperation- The emphasis shifted con-

reporv
m what it had peen eighteen years earlier at kdin-

siderably fro

burgh.

lipid.

commma——
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Among other excellent sentiments expressed, perhavps

this one gets the tone for the continuing missionary movement.

We are called today to a new discovery of spiritual unity,
faith, and power thet we mey prove our message to be
adequate to a world need. It is our convietion that thisg
is impossgible apart from that cooperation which is demanded
by the Living Christ who indwells His Church . . . . Only
in penitence for the past and in a new sense of our oneness
in Christ can we go forward in the task of the daye to

cone,

We must not be too quick to criticize those who blazed
the treils and opened nev frontiers before us in this great
ecumenical movement. These who assembled at Edinburgh and at
Jerusalem were honest and sincere, We regpect them for their
beld departures from the accepted norm in Frotegtant Christiasn-

ivy,
Tamberam, Madras, India--19328

The Missionary Cooperation lovement continued. The
International kissionary Council met at Tambarsm, Madras,
India from December 12 to December 29, 1938, This assembly
heard reports oun the following themes: The Authority of the
Faith, The Growing Church, Evangelism, The Life of the Church,
The <keonomic Basie of the Church, and The Church and the State,

In the report on "The Life of the Church" there is a
section on "Cooperation snd Unity". The remarkable development
of cooperation within "the Christian Church since 1910" is
pointed to with consgidersble satisfaction. However, this state-

ment follows, "we are deeply humbled by the lack of unity in
the Ghurch."2 The formula stated with so much certainty ten

libid., ». 57.
2The Life of the Caurch, The liadras Series, Volume 1V,

International kissionary Council, New York, 1939, p. 372.
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years earlier at Jerusalem had been proved false., "Cooperation is

unity, " Christian leaders had sald at Jerusalem. Now, by 1938

cooperation had grown apace, but there was a serious lack of

unity in the church. &b lisdras it was not ed that cooperation

had brought with it a great luncrease in wmutual understanding

and trust. It had brought a munity of spirit" which revealed

the gravity of divisions against the background of the messége

of the love of God. Cooperation was bearing fruit; but it was

not the end in view.
This meeting in India encouraged the use of cooperation

in religious education, production and distribution of Christian

litersture, social service, and "supremely in the Church's

primary task of evang'elism."l At this point, accomplishing the

primary task of the church, cooperation is not sufficient.

There are certaln parte of the Christian obligation
which in our judgment demand more than a cooperative basis,

In particuler it nas been found that in most cases cooperat-
ion in the great evangelistic task stops at the point whers
pastoral care ig needed for the building up of the church,

There may be cooperation in the presentation of the Gospel to

n; but when the man accepts Christ, whose church will he

f this break-down of cooperation, it was suggested

& ma

join?Y Because 0
at Médras that "the Spirit of God is guiding the various branches

of His Church to seek for the realization of a visible and organic

union."
This migsionary movement was felt throughout the world,

lvid., p. 33

- 21pid., p. 375
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whereas the nineteenth century had seen the formation of so

many boards and gocieties and saw them competing in various

fields, the twentieth century featured such concepts as

cooperation, comity agreements, and organic unity. Through

the great conferences at idinburgh, Jerusalew, and ladras,

repregentative Christian leaders wingled freely with fellow

Christisns. This fellowshlp expressed 1o their respective
congregations and denominations helped Christians in each
locality vo understand that they were a part of a world

fellowship., Yes, the nigsionsry movement has contributed and

ig egtill coumtributing to the ecumenical movement,




CHAPTER IV

Tni FalTh AND ORDER MOVEMENT

The Beginning

Another movement running parallel with the miesionary
movement has been the Faith and Order Movement., The general
results of the World Missioneary Conference at Edinburgh in
1910 were so gratifying that a favoreble sentiment was aroused
concerning a conference on raith and Order, If so many
divergent groups could be represented in a conference to
discuse the missionary task of the church, perhaps a similar
zathering could profitably study and discuss matters of faith
and order, Charles H, Brent, bishop of the Protestant Lpiscopal
Church in Western New York, reported at the preliminary meeting
on Faith and Order at Geneva in 1920 that "1t was the sense
of God's presence at that Conference (Edinburgh, 1910), and
the wonderful and immediate results, that led some of us to
believe that a similar Conference on matters of Faith and Order
might be productive of good.”l

The formal beginning of the Fgith and Order movement
is dated from October 19, 1910. The general convention of the
Protestant Lpiscopal Church in the United States was 1n session
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Within the Episcopalian Communion a joint

committee was at work taking

ly. W, Bate, £Ed., Faith snd Order, Proceedings of the
, Garden Ully, New York:

World Confereace, Lauganne i
Doubleday, Doran and Company, %nc.. 1928, p. wvii.
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under advisgement the promotion by this Church of a Conference
following the general method of the World Migsionary Confer-
ence, to be participated in by representatives all Christian

bodies throughout the world which accept our Lord Jesus Christ
g8 God and Saviour, for the considerstion of questifns pertain-
ing to the raith and COrder of the Church of Christ.

Upon the report of this committee to the convention, a committee

composed of bishops, pregbyters and laymen was appointed to make

plang for the proposed conference, Ve pointed out earlier in

this study that the Protestant Episcopsl Church has been fore-

most in pressing the claims of theecumenical movement. The

initiation of the Faith and Crder movement by this communion

further substantiates the above fact,
However, the Protestant ipiscopael Church was not the

only communion considering the poseibility of a greater gense

of onenegg in Christ. The National Council of Congregational
Churches moved by the pronouncments of the Lambeth Conference

of Bishops in 1906 concerning the discussion of church unity
had a committee studying these proposals, The Nationasl Convention

of the Digeiples of Christ meeting in Topeka, Kensas in 1910 saw
the organization of the "association for the Promotion of Christ-

The purpose of thig organization was "to watch for

ian Unity."2
every indication of Christian unity and to hasten the time by

intercesgory prayer, friendly conferences and distribution of
irenic literature 'till we all attain unto the unity of the

faith', "5 On this occasion those wost concerned in the organization

lrpid.
%Peter Ainslie, Towards Chrigtisn Unity, Baltimore:
Associastion for the Promotion of Christiam Unmity, 1918, p. 10.

Jibid., p. 11.
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were mindful of the contribution of Thomas Campbell in his

Declaration and addregs and the "Christian sAssociation of

Waghington". VWhen the organization was completed in Topeka,

a message of greeting was sent to the Episcopal convention

in Cineinnati. The Episcopalians sent a similar message to
the ULisciples of Christ. The Commission on a World Conference
on Faith and ¢rder and the Association for the Promotion of
Christiasn Unity originated simultaneously. Neither convention
wag aware of the proceedings in the other.l Considerable Joy
was expressed with reference to the results of these two con-

ventions.

The statement prepared and presented to the Protestant
Episcopal convention inm Cineinmnati in 1910 is an important
document and contributed much toward setiing the tone of the

Faith and Order movement. The espential section of the pro-

nouncement declares:2

Your committee is of one mind, We believe that the
time hae now arrived when the representatives of the whole
family of Christ, led by the holy Spirit, may be willing to
come together for the congideration of questions of Faith
end Crder, We believe, further, thst all Christian Commun-
ione are in accord with us in our desire to lay sside self-
will, and to put on the mind which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord. We would heed this call of the Spirit of God in sll
lowliness, and with singleness of purpose, We would place
ourselves by the side of our fellow Christians, looking not
only on our own things, but also on the things of others,
convinced that our hove of mutusl understanding is in taking
personal counsel together in the spirit of love and forbear-
ance, 1t ie our conviction that such & conference for the
purpose of study end discussion, without power to legislate
or to adopt resolutions, is the next step toward unity.

With grieffor our eloofness in the past, and for
other fsults of pride and self-sufficiency, which make for

lIbid., P. 45.

21pid., p. 46.
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schism; with loyalty to the truth as we see it, and with
regpect for the convictions of those who differ from us:
holding the belief that the beginnings of unity are to b
found in the clear statement and full coneideration of °
those things in which we differ, as well as of those thinge

in which we are at one . . . -
An analysis of tnis stetement reveale some significant

facts, 1. It is not the kind of statement that would promote

denominationalism. 2. There ig in it a recognition of the

ecumenical concept, "the whole family of Chriet", 3, This

committee believed that the gpirit of God was calling and

leading, It is of interest that the first subject considered

in the World Conference on Fgith and Order at Laussnne in 1927

was "The Call to Unity". 4, Great care waeg taken to suggest

that any proposed confereace on Faith and Order should be for
the purpose of study and not for le
giderable confusion in trying to locate the

gislative or judlcial purposes

5. There is con
point at which unity begins. Both matters held ln common and
h the various Communions differed were suggested

things in whic

ation. "Ihings which we hold in common

as needing careful evalu
r" may all be humanistic considerations

and things in which We diffe
t there had emerged a willingness to engage in a

If at this poin
e Wew Testament for the begimnings of unity,

common searching of th
much subsegquent confusion would have been avoided.

From the Initiation of the

Movement to Lauganne
Because of the vision of Bishop Charles Brent of the

who himself had been a missionary, the Faith

Faith and Order

Episcopal Church,
xing its contribution to the ecumenical

and Order movement wag ma

jrom 1910 to 19 Bighop Brent continued as the

concept.
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leading spirit in this movement, trom the first it was clesr
that if the suggestions lnvolved in the origin of the Movement
were to be realized, the sympathy end cooperation of the Churches
must be obtained. Since the whole family of Christ was involved
in the proposals for the consideration of matters pertaining to
Faith end order, considerable propagandizing was necessitated,
In 1912, after variouse churches in the Anglican Communion had
expressed their intense interest in the conference idea, the
Episcopsliane sent a deputation to Great Britain and Ireland
to mcquaint the snglish Archbighops and the bishops of the
Scottish Episcopal Church and the Church of Ireland with the
proposed conference, This effort was quite successful. Various
Protestant bodies were enlisted. BY 1913 & total of thirty Com-
missions or Committees on Falth and Urder had been appointed by
church bodies throughout the world., In the same year another
deputation was sent to contact the non-aAnglican church bodies
in Great Britain, Ireland, and Scotland. Thirty-one groups
were contacted by this delegation. Their report was that every

Communion which they contacted promised "a favourasble consider-

ation for the proposed Conference, "

In addition to this method of enlisting support, a con-
siderable body of literature had been developed, Under the
enterprising direction of Robert L. Gardiner, Secretary of the
Episcopal Commission, about twenty-five pemphletg describing
the nsture snd aims of the movement had been prepared in seversl

different languages and distributed in various varte of the world.

1. 5. Bate, op. eit., p. ix.
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Thie advertising and these delegations were possible because
there were several liberal donatione to the Zpiscopasl Commission,
One such gift amounting to $100,000 was made by J, Pierpont
Morgan.l

By 1919, the first World War having intervened, a
deputation of fpiscopalians set out for Lurope and the East,
The Conference on Faith and Urder, for which plans were being
carefully laid, now becsme more certain., Ralph W, Brown had
been nsmed General Secretary of the Conference, This delegation
in 1919 vigited Athens, Smyrna, Constantincple, Sofia, Bucsarest,
Belgrade, Rome, Alexandria, Cairo, Jerusalem, Damascus, Paris,
London, Worway and Sweden.? The unanimity sccorded the delegation
was astounding. VWhen the Conference finally becsme a reality,
the cooperation of the Lastern Orthodox Churches and the Com-
munions of MNorway and Sweden suthenticated the delegation's
report, Within six yeers, from 1913 to 1919, thirty-nine
Commissions had been appointed, bringing the total to sixty-
nine. There is evidence in the growth of this coference idea
that Christisns throughout the world were becoming concerned about

their diviesions,

Geneve--1920

Ten years had passed since the formal pronouncement
concerning their desire to enter into conference had come from
the Protestant Episcopal Church. The World War had consumed

gbout half of those years and the remaining time had been

lpeter Ainslie, op. cit., p. 45.
zﬁ, i, Bate, op. cit., P. ix.
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congcientiously used in acquainting the various Communions

around the world with the poasibility of discussing problems

of Faith and Order and in convincing the churches of the

profitableness of such endeavor. In 1920 there came together
at Geneva representatives of forty nations and more than seventy
sutonomous churches. This was 2 preliminery meeting, the design
of which was to make definite plane for a World Conference on
The most gignificant contribution was the

Faith and CUrder.
a Continuation Committee.

reliminary arrangements for the World

appointment of One section of this

committee was 1o handle P

The mewmbers in this gection were Bishop Brent,

Conference.,
d Doctors Alnslie, Boynton, Stevenson, Arch-

chairman, Reveren
Bighop leConnell, lir. Zabriskie,

Bishop Cannon,

bighop Germanos,
rer, and Cadman.l To the other

Reverend Doctors BarbouT, Sche
gued the title, ngubjects Committee", This

gection was assl
repare an agenda and to promote pre-

committee's tagk wase to P

gion of the problems involved. The members of

liminary discus
jghop of Bombay, cheirman, Dr. A. Leng

thig section were the B

Rev. br. liartiil, New College, Edinburgh,

principal of

of Halle,
ansfield College, Oxford,

bie, principal of M

the Rev. Dr. sel
atos of the University of Athens. Others

and Professor . Alivis

th the commitlee were Rev, D, C. Lusk, Cenon H. N,

who gerved wi

Bate, and Rev. UT. .uofthouse.2 In meking preparations for the
[ L]

Zpiscopallans wisely engaged a widely

World Conference the

lH N, pate, QOR. 0iT., Pe %o (footnote).

21bid., PP. % xi.
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representative committiee.

The endeavors of the Faith and Order movement from

1924 to 1927 are well summarized in the preface to the volume
entitled Faith and order, 1927. The story of this movement
nce of a worldwide c

‘¢ of much relevant literature; i§r§§§°nden°°

ing together of many 1ocal groups for discussion angather-
prayer; in the emergence and keen discussgion of man

connected with the Agenda; in patient efforte to sez i
adequate representation of great Churches, Catholic ure the
Protestant allke; in en energetic campaign in the U iféd
States for the raising of the necegsary funds; and ?n ed
succeggive meetings of the Continuation Committee whi ghe
brought the preparations for Leusanne up to their fingl

stage.

The World Conf
Leusganne 1

erence on Faith and Order

The plans of geventeen years came to fruition., ¥From

21, 1927 the World Co
The extensive publicity through

August % to nference on Faith and Order

met in Lausanneé, switzerland.

and delegatlons resu
nristian bodies through

Christ as God and Saviour." Seven sub-

1ted in sn excellent representation

pamvhlets
out the world "which

at Lausanne of C

accept our Lord Jesus

gented to the Conference for conglderstion and

jects were pre
They were &8 follows:
World: the Gospel; The Nature of the

digcussion. The Cgll to Unity, The
Church's Message to the

Church's Common Con
gnd The Unitly of Christendom and the

Churoh; The regsion of Faith, The Church's

Ministry, The Sacraments,
jng Churches. It is evident from the

Kelation Thereto of ixist

agenda that Christian® attending the Conference would have their
atters peculiarly egsential to the church

ninds focuged on m

ly K. Bate, op. cit.. P- xi.
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We can best evaluate the contribution of the Conference st

Lausannne to the Faith and Order liovement by presenting g

brief summary of some of the discussions.

The Call to Unity

Bighop Cherles H. Brent delivered the opening message

on the theme, "The Call to Unity". He prefaced his remarks with

the nrayer of Jesus recorded in John 17:20-23. He presented the

call to unity as a call from God to man.

To us it has of late come with new force through the
volice of God's Spirit gpeaking to the many divided
communions of our day, &S the call of a shevherd to
his scattered flock, Wie have responded to Hig call,
We are gathered here at £is bidding.
He declared that the purpose of the assembly was conference
end - not controversy. The initial address closed with a
reference to Paul's letter to the Ephesians (Ephesians 4:1-6)

in whioh Paul reminded the fphesian Christians of thelr

n Christ.

essential unity 1
The Archbishop of Armagh, the primste of Ireland, said,
wLet ug keep these great words in mind. The Church is one, and
and must be, oneé; becsuge its essence is the

always hag been,
Jesus Christ."2 In expressing his

relation of human gouls to

concept of the puUrno 8e of the Conference, he added,

in the firgt ingtance at all evert g, to unite
in expression, in such 2 manner that
nd a home in our hearts and in our
are agsembled in dependence on
at if we yield ourselves to

We are here,
in prayer, in thought,
the spirit of unity nay fi
counsels. In other words, we
the Spirit of God, believing th

1, y. Bate, gp. eit., P. 4

2Ibid., p. 24
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Him, 1f we permit his dlrective and crestive power to
gulde our wills, we shall be drawn together into a
spiritual unity from which ultimately a grfat conegollidstion
of the forces of Christianity must emerge.
The sporoach of each spesker was Biblicsl. The churches of
the world were not called to meet at Lausanne because Bishop
Brent had sent the invitation or the Anglican Church head

gponsored the meeting., "The call to unity is the call of the
Lord Himself, 4His will for dis disciples is that they should
form a world-wide Fellowship, under His leadership, inspired
by His teaching, sharing that one life which is the very life
of God imparted to man through Jesus Christ Himgelf."2 Such
passages in the New Testement as John 17; John 11:52; Romans
12:5 and Ephesians 4 were often quoted.

The Church's liesgage to the World: The Gospel

Dr. Adolf Deissmann of the University of Berlin stated
emphatically in the opening message on thisg subject that the
Church has a message. The message ig the Gosnel. The Gosvpel
is directed to the world. Le noted thst Jesus came preasching
and that he entrusted his message to those whom he cszlled
apostles., Because of its importance we present here the repert
of the commission on the Church's Message ss it was accepted by

the conference at Lausanne,

The message of the Church to the world ie and must

always remein the Gospel of desus Chrigst.
The Goepel is the joyful message of redempntion, both

here and hereafter, the gift of God to sinful man in Jesus
Christ . . . o

l bid., ppo 26’ 27'
2

Ibid., pp. 27, 26.
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Through hig life and teaching, Hig cgll to repent-
ance, His proclamation of the coming of the Kingdom of God
and of judgment, His suffering and desth, iHig resurrection
and exaltation to the right hand of the Father, and by the
mission of the Holy Spirit, He has brought to us forgiveness
of sins, and has revealed the fulness of the living God, and
His boundless love toward us. By the appeal of that love,
shown in its completeness on the Cross, He summons us to the
new life of faith, self-sacrifice, and deveotion to His service
and the service of men.

Jesus Christ, as the crucified and the living One,
as Saviour and iord, ie also the centre of the world-wide
Gospel of the Apostles and the Church, Becsusge He Himself
is the Gospel, the Gospel is the message of the Church to
the world., It is more than a philosophicasl theory; more
than a theologlcal system; more than a programme for
material betterment. The Gospel is rather the gift of a
new world from God to this old world of sin snd desth;
8till more, it 1s the victory over sin =nd death, the
revelation of eternal 1life in Him who has Xnit together
the whole family in hesven and on esrth in the communion
of saints, united in_the fellowship of gervice, of prayer,

and of praise. . . A
In this statement Christ is the center of the message of the
church to the world. When a careful study of the Gospel is
pursued, the unity of the body of Christ ig seen clearly.
There was no effort here to defend the divigions and differences
between men. Christ is central in the Gospel and this Gosvel
must be transmitted to the world through the church not through
the churches., It is significant also that this Conference should
agree that there is more to the Gospel than the smelioration of
society, then "a progrsmme for materisl betterment".

The Nature of the Church

Agein the Conference gave attentlon to a theme of vital

improtance to the realization of unity. Theecumenical movement

makes its greatest forward strides when there are serious

Lii11liam adsms Brown, Toward A United Church, New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1940, p. l02.
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attempts to reach a common understanding on such subjects as
the nature of the church., In the discussions at Lausanne which
were summarized by Dr, Friedrich Siegmund-Schultze of the
University of Berlin the tenglon between the church as a

divine foundation and the church es a human scciety was the

mo st important single aspect. 1. He pointed out that the church
is the body of Chrigt; however, it is also composed of humsn
members and ig identical with the fellowship of believers.

2. The body of Christ ie one; but it is made up of many members
and unity in diversity is a law of 1ts being. 3, The church is
universsl as it was designed by God; however, the fellowship of
Jesug is divided and men must order their lives in such a menner
that they can realize God's design. 4. The revelation of God
has been committed to the‘church and there hes been a continuity
in the transmiseion of that revelation; but in order to insure
this continuity every local church must constantly trust in the
guidance of the Spirit of God.l There are both the divine and
the humsn elements in the church., One of the most important
contributions of Lausanne to the faith and Order movement was
the attention it focused on the divine origin of the church,
This was basic to all other considerations., If the church was
designed by God, there is a real basis in the esll to unity. If
the church is the body of Christ in the world, this determines
the message of the church., Llkewlse, the confession of faith,

the ministry and the sacraments are all supremely important.

lH. N. Bate, op, cit, DDp. 146, 147.
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The Church's confesgsion of Fgaith

In gpite of the emphasis upon the divine origin of the

church, there was considerable confusion evidenced in the dis-
cussion of the church's confession. Dr. Wilhelm Zoellner of
geceptable exposition of the

the Church of Prussia“gave an

confession of faith as it jg recorded in the New Testament.
The confession of Feter supported by numerous other references
presents the New Testament confession of faith, Dr, Zoellner
adds, "From the Lord of the Church, dwelling on earth, a Church

o being. Through Him, and from His word

upon esrth comes int
@ beginning, and. the dswning faith of

and work, faith takes it
His disciples is the dewn of the Church on earth."l The con-
fession of faith is not in 8 gystem or code devised by theologians.
he creed is the person, Jegus Christ, son

This point is clear. 4

of the living God, Lord and Sa
for Dr. ZJoellner departs at this point

viour. However, this does not

seem to be sufficient,
Creed and the Nicene Creed. He pointed

to survey the apostles'
the common heritage of the severed

out that these oreeds were
neluded that for the t
w confession of faith would be possible

churcheg and €O ime being they must suffice.

e indicated that & ne

ninward gotualities" were right, only when "the

only when the
migic of belief finds spontaneous expression once more. "2 The
n in our mind remained unanswered, If

mo st pertinent questio
of faith in Christ as the Son of

the New Testament confession

ent for the New Testament church, why is the same

God wes sufficl

confession deficlent today’

l1pig., p. 168.
2Ibid., P- 175.
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The Church's Ministry

In the report of Section V which had to do with the

Church's ministry five propositions were drawn up. Upon the

following propositionsg the representatives of the churches

were generally agreed.

1. The ministry is a gift of God through Christ to Hig
Church, and is essential to the being and well-being of

the Church,

2, The ninistry is perpetually authorised and made effective
through Christ and His Spirit.

3, The purpose of the ministry is to impart to men the
saving and sanctifying benefits of Christ through vesstoral
service, the preaching of the Gospel, snd the sdminietration
of the sacrasmentg, to be made effective by faith.

4, The ministry is entrusted with a government and a
discipline of the Church, in whole or in part.

5, Men gifted for the work of the minietry, cslled by the
Spirit, and accented by the Church, sre commissioned through
an act of ordination by prayer and the 1fying on of hands to
exercise the functions of this minlstry.

Even though there was substantial agreement in these express-

ions, yet there was great divergence in these matters of church

order and the pinistry. Bishop E, J. Palmer, an Anglicsn from

Bombay, Indis, in his address said:

llany Protestants regard the notions both of the apostolical
succession and of the conferment of dlvine grace through
ordination as superstitious. iany Cathollics consider
ministers who have not been ordsined in the apostolocial
succession as laymen, gifte, it may be, and preachers of
righteousness, but laymen, and therefore having no right

to sdminister the Lord's Supper . . . . While this continues,
unity is impossible.2 .

Here the problem is brought into sharp focus. Until there ig

é mutuasl recognition of ministries the real goals of the ecu-

meniczl movement will not be realized,

11bia., p. 377.

21pid., p. 236.
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-Reformed stated that every Church had a right to

Evengelical

its own opinions., The Baptist, Robert A. Ashworth of New York

declared that thelr communion receives "the New Testament as

the only rule of faith and practice."l Wnere such sharp difference
- g

prevall, it is wonderful that such men would consent to meet at a

conference table.
The Unity of Christendom

e discussed was "The Unity of Chrigt-

The concluding them

the Relation thereto of Existing Churches." This

mmary of the various subjects explored

endom and

was eggentially a Su
during the Conference. The deciglon resched by the section

studying this gpecific problem ig of interest.

In the united Church there must be:
é, A common . Fgith, & co?mgn lessage to the World.
. Baptiem &8 the rite 0o ncorporation into th
: g expressing the corporate 12f2n§f0¥gg0h'
: act of corporate worship.,
4. A ministry accepted throughout the universal Church
tation aboul gsacramental grace and.

5., Freedom of interpre
d authority.

ministerial order an
6. Due provision for the exercise of the prophetic gift.

2
When thig report was read before the plenary session of the

g not asccepted,
g significance 1ies in the fact that

conference it wa but was referred to a committee

for further study.5 Yet it

4 and presented to the Conference. Each of the

it was prepare

accevted and sent out as a message from

other six reports wWas

the Qonference Lo the churches.

1l
Ibid" po 51§o

21p34., p. 4%6.
5The busginess committee of the Continuation committee
approved the reviged report end this with the others wag sent

out to the churches.
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Grahem Frenk, at that time Secretary of the

ention of the Digeiples of Christ, pointed out

centuries."l
International Conv

that
It is also probable that the best contribution the
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petter understanding of each other's
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lFrederiok D. Kershnel, "The Press end. Lausanne",
Christian Evengelist, Vol. LK1V, No. sept. 8, 1927, p. 1201.

2 1 ,
Greham Frank "The‘ﬂbrldnconfarence on Feith and Order,"
Christian Evangeligg,'Vol. LK1V, No. 29, July 21, 1927, p. 971.
3, 4. Redford, "Blind Spot in Unity Conferences,”
I+ 1xl1, No. 37, Nov. 12 1927, p. B883.
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Through a Continustion Committee the results obtained

at Lausanne were conserved and projected, This body was

1e for clrculating the Conference reports and for maeking

next World Conference. Bighop Brent was the

regponsib

arrangements for the

chairman of this Committee and wag succeeded upon his death by

Temnple, Archbishop of York.
t the second World Conference on Faith and

Dr. William 1 By 1930 the decision
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Order should be held in aAugust, 19%7 end @ provisional program,

"he Church in the Purpose of God", was suggested, The world-
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its work. By 1934, afte

resumed and the continuatio
In 1935 the decision was reached

r gpecial appeal for funds, the work

wag n committee was called to meet

Switzerland.
e whould meet in Edinburgh in 19%37. There-
der was held

at Hertensgtein,

that the Conferenc
nference on Faith and Or

fore, the second world Co
at Edinburgh, August 3-18, 1937.

e have gliven rather full tre
we count it sufficient at

Since W atment to the first
Faith and Qrder,

World Conference on
g issuing from the Edinburgh Con-

this point to note the report

evaluate them in the ligh
cecelved attention at Edinburgh. They

ference and t of the former meeting at

Lsusanne, J¥ive themes
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were &
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lLeonard Hodggon, Ed., M72_III"""U"“’““‘Ig;B‘“-—zr
%. The MacmIIlan Uompany, , D. &,

Faith and Order, New York,




Life and Vorship. _
Bishop 4. Lehtonen of the Lutheran Church of Finland,

chairman of the first section at the presentation of the report

on "The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Chrigt," gave this refreching

word:

We have to send thig positive message from this Conference
of the Christian Churches, to a world which ig in great dis-
tress and to a generation that hes gone astray and is not
able to help itself; we have to strengthen the Church's wit-
ness to the goaspel and to give men & new trust in the re-
generating power of the Christian falth. 1In our Section we
heve tried only to express quite gimply the faith of that
primitive Church which once triumphed in proeclaiming the
gospel of God's love and forgiveness of sins, All other
gospels have hearf of man's way to God; here they heard of
God's way to man.
Seversl times the statement was made that in their study concern-
ing "The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ", "We have found that here
there ought to be no ground for maintaining any divislon between
Churches."2
Two exceedingly important facts are noted in the closing
paragraph of the report on "Ihe Church of Christ and the VWord of
God." ‘“Everything which the New Testament teaches concerning
the Church presupposes its essentlal unity."® lien are engaged
in & futile effort if they seek to support sectarianism on the
basis of the New Testament, The New Testament does have something
to eay about the church, The New Testament Church is one. There-
fore, the report says, "We, as we confess our faith in the one

Church, are conscious of a profound cleavage between that falth

lipid., pp. 119, 120.

%Ipid., p. 226.

%Ivid., p. 2%5.



RS
45

g of the present time.

he churches and ordinary men and women

and. the condition wl There is but one

solution. Leaders of T
must learn that the - "cause of Chrigtian unity ig implicit in

gee in this the admigsl
much concerned with leaders. Real Christ

God's word." I on that the ecumenical

movement has been 100
ted or regolved by councils; 1t must

ian unity cannot be legisla
the people 1ive and
ose Who viewed the Co
gress beyond Lausanne,2 It does prove

worship.

begin where
nference at Edinburgh

There were th
ag marking coneiderable PYo
a continuity to th

ugsion in the attl
With reference to the study

e Fpith and Order Movement,

that there 1s
tude of good will., However,

There was open disc
Lausanne demonstrated all of this.

gtry ard the Sacra
gunity apparent at
praotical cooper
d to undertake & number of

o lead to more complete organic

mente, 10 sdvance had been made in

on the Mini
Lausanne. At Edinburgh frech

overcoming the di
ation and federation,

emphasis was placed upon
different

"Churches were recommende
the surest way T
ot perfect agreen
r has asked a pertl
sit peneath the same roof, to hear

common tasks as
ent in this concept of organ-~

unity."a‘ There is B
P. H. Welshime

nent question, "to

iec unity.

g agreement. to

to eing the S8
unity we desgire

have a workin
pe songs may be fellowship in

the same preachel:
among Christians today?u4

worghip, but is it the

Ibid.

2y/111liam Adams Brown, QP cit., p. 11D.

31pid., . 117-
girable, Restoration lMore So,"

4 P " De
chimer, "Unity 3
P, B el 1 uwalll’ No . 29, Ju1y 179 1943’ P 629.

Christisn Standard, Vot-




f contribution of the Fgith and Order Movement

o claimed to give allegiance to Jesus

The chie

was that men and women wh

guch questions 88 these: "What Faith do we hold in

understand and use the Sacr
What are the real obstacles to a united

Christ faced
gnents so different-

common? Way do we

ly? What is the Church?
jeiently important to warrant

r

ohurch? Are our differences guff
' ifferent Churches toda

our continuing a8 d y?"l The Faith and
g most important tributary to the stream

Order iMovement has been

of the ecumenical movement.




CLAPTER V
THE LIFE AND WORK MO VEMENT

The Life and VWork Movment also had its inception in
the Viorld uMissionary Conference of 1910, The leaders in this
effort to mobilize the churches for united action were convinced
that in gpite of the tremendous differences in faith and vractice
the churches could work together to discover the Chrigtisn
solution to the social, economic, and political problems of the
day.l 4s the ominous clouds of World VWar I gathered, the pressure
of these problems became more acute, FNour agencies were largely
regponsible for the promotion of the Movement., They were the
Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, The World
Alliance for International Iriendship Through the Churches, The
British Conference on Christian Politics, Economics and Citizen-
ship, and the Church of Sweden under the leadership of Archbishop
Nathen Soderblom.?

As in the Faith and Crder Mpvment, there came simultaneous
proposals for conference. In 1916 as the Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ in America urged a union meeting to discuss
the problems suggested above, the Swiss Church Conference and
Christiane in Scandinavia, Hungary and Great Britain made similar
proposals.? General wide-spread intersest in a conference which

would seek to concentrate the thought of Christendom on the gresat

lMacy, op, eit., p. 7.
2§illiam Adams Brown, op. cit., p. 64.
3slosser, op, cit., D. 29%.
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gocial, industrial, and international questions was being
generated, Under the auspices of the Federal Council of the
Churches of Christ in Americe invitations to a preliminsry con-
ference meeting at Geneva in 1920 were sent out. This conference
was attended by ninety delegates from fifteen countries and
present also was a delegation from the Lastern Orthodox Churches.
The final name of the Conference was adopted at this session and
the decigion was made that Foreign Missions should not be a part
of the program. 4n international committee was created and at
Helsingborg, Sweden in 1922 a definite program and place for the
Conference ﬁere chosen. The progrem conslsted of six themes:
The Church's Obligation in View of God's Purpese for the Vorld,
“he Church end fconomic and Industrial Preblems, The Church
and Soecial and lioral Problems, The Church and International
Affairs, The Church and Caristiean Aducation, Methode of Cooperat-
ion snd Federative Lfforts by the Christian Communions., William
Adsms Brown, a professor in Union Theological Seminary, was

1 In the preparations

appointed chairman of the program coumittee.
for the Conference there were some rather difficult problems.
Dr. Brown tells of a meeting of his coumittee in Zurich in 1923
during waich the question of war guilt was raised. e said that
the only reason their meeting was not broken up was because the
French and German committeemen could not find & train asvailable

for a night journey.2 Thege planning meetings helped clarify the

problems to be treated and helped men understand one snother better

lBrown, op. cit., p. 72.
21pid., p. 73.
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Stoekholm--1925

august 19, 1925 the Conference on Life and Work met
at 3tockholm. The Conference presented a document which wasg
entitled, "The liessage of the Conference", [xpression of
gratitude was given thatl such a representative conference
was able to be convened., Iollowing are some of the important
statements from this message: 1. The world is too strong for
a divided Church. 2. The duty of the churches is to apply the
Gospel in every realm of life, industrially, socially, political-
iy, internationally. 3. We must seek the peaceful removel of
the causes of war becsuse war affects the churches, 4. There ig
the need of the universal extension of Christian education,
5. All Christiang should share in a wider fellowship., 6. Property
should be regarded as a stewardship for which an account must be
given to God. 7. We must affirm the universal character of the
Church, and its duty to preach and practice the love of the
brethren.t Edmund C. Soper's interpretation of the Stockholm
Conference is correct in the light of the "Megsage" of the

Conference,

The purpose of the Conference is not primarily to
promote the reunion of Christendom, though such cooperation
as is proposed will undoubtedly help to this end. It does
not intend to deal with questions of Faith and Order. The
purpose is rather to concentrate the thought of Christendom
on the mind of Christ asg revealed in the Gospels towards
those great social, indusirisl and internastional questions
which are so acutely urgent in our civilization. 2

1 . A% " -
G. K. A. Bell, Ed, The biockhglm Conference, 1925,
London, Uxford University Press, 1920, pp. 7ii-713, 715,

2gdmund C. Soper, uausanue, The Will To Understgnd,
liew York, Doubleday, Doran end Company, ine., 1928, pp. 8, 9.




50
Indelibly impressed on the minds of the men who planned

and participated in this conference were the morbid facts of =
decadent civilization., & culture in which social justice is
forgotten, which is marked by intermittent wars, which sets
employer against employee, in which everyone is bent upon get-
ting everything he cen regardless of the expense to some-one
else, and in the midst of it all, a divided Church--such s
civilization must learn the law of love or it will commit sui-
cide, In the face of these conditionsg our hearts are cheered
when the leaders of men cry out, "Lord, to whom shall we go?",
and Christians everywhere are called upcon to concentrate their
thinking on the mind of Christ as revealed in the Gospels.
This was the great accomplishment of the Stockheclm Conference,

Believing that ocnly in Christ's way of life can the world

find heasling and rest, we desire to discover how best His

message may be applied to those problems with which every

nation has been confronted. We believe that the megsage

and teaching of Jesus Christ afford the only solution,

To get ourselveg to discover rls will, and under the

guidance of Lis Spirit to find ways of applying lis teagh—

ing, would seem to be the paramount task of the Church,~

There is an appearent dsnger in our thinking in too

broad terms regarding God's purpose towards the world., God
so loved the world; but Christ died and rose again that whosoever
would might believe on him. The world will be gaved only as

individuals respond to the love of God. What then is the purpose

of the Church? George W. Buckner, editor of World Call, poses

’

the following question and by it he seeks to answer the former

question:

lMaoy, op. cit., D. 8.
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the opening sermon by the Right keverend ¥, T, Woods, Bishop

of Winchester, the call came to

Chenge your mind. "Repent ye for the Kingdom of
lieaven is at hend," In the nineteenth century, for all their
cleverness and energy, they forgot this. They bullt churches
but they piled up armements. They sang Christian hymng, )
hyuns of love, but in commerce and in industry they were
more often hymns of another kind., They talked much about
Christien civilization but they forgot to apply their Chritian
ity. The regult was that the gpiritual was kept separate from
the material, Doctrines, Churches, Sundays, Services, they
naturally went together in one carriage. Politics, commerce,
indugtry went in enother carriage. They were al} very polite,
but they kept thelir distance, They did not mix,-

With regard to the ecumenicel movement, the significance

of Stockholm lies in the fact that for the first time since the

beginning of Protestantism both Catholics and Lvengelicals
gathered in a union pegembly. It was also seen at 3tockholm

that a better understanding in matters of faith snd order would

be very helpful, if not essential, in uniting the churcheg in

life and work.
Oxford--1937

The Continuation Committe
he lost Reverend Nathen Soderblom, Chairman; the

e appointed at Stockholm in

1925 included t
Right reverend ¥. T, Woods, Chalrman of the Provisional Executive
Committee; Dr. Henry 4. Atkinson, of the National Council of

Gongregational Churches, U.S.4.. General Secretary; Reverend

adolf Keller, of the Reformed Church of Zurich, Associate General

Secretary.2 To these men Was entrusted the tagk of continuing

what had been begun at Jtockholm, Small-scale preliminary con-

ferences were held. O(ne met in 19%% to discuss the theme, "The

lpe1l, op. cit., P. 40.

2Tbid., p. 756,
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Church and the Social Order". Another wae celled in Paris

dered the gubject,
v 4t this meeting in 19%4 the decision

ence of the churcheg and

in 1954 and consl "The Church and the Nodern

Problem of the a8tate.

was reached to convene & world confer

to study the subject of church, community and state. Dr., J, i

Uldham, a secretary of the International Missionary Council,

inted chairman of the commission to meke preparatory

wasg appo
1  The preliminary study leading

the conference.

arrangements for
sted of the following subjects: The

up to the conference consl
The Kingdom of God and History;

Christian Understanding of lian,

The Christian Faith and the Commor Life;
y; The Church and the Community; The Church

The Church and Ite

Function in Societ
Community and State in relation to

and the State; Church,
nd State in relation to the social

education; Church, Community a
niversal Church and the World of Netions.2 The

ated with the problem of reli
Because of this

order; The U
gious freedom in

Church was confro

the face of the growing t
en the oxford Conferenc

otalitarian gtate.
peculiar probl e was called.

The Conferenc fngland from July 12 to

e met in oxford,

26, 1937, There were in attendsnce delegates from forty-five

o represented one hundred
ig meeting the followin

and nineteen churches. As

nations wh
an evaluastion of th g resume is helpful:
deliberations of the Conference

f modern gociety, the collapse

Major emphases in the
e of time-honored sanctlons,

were the disgintegration o
of stendards, the digappearanc

oxford Conference, Chicago, Willett,

1; H. oldham, The
Clark and Company, 19%7, P
ZIbiq:- » p- 8-
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1 suthority on the part of the

Church iteelf., There was an stmosphere of crisis and a
corresponding urgency towarf redemptive action which was

felt from beginning to end.
onal report on Church snd Community some practical

and the waning of spiritua

In the additi

suggestions are offered whereby the church might bring its

influence to bear and might charge jts environs with the spirit

of Christ. God 18 calling every loocal congregation

1. to realize in its own gelf at sny cost that unity

transcending all differences and barriers of class, social

gtatus, race and nation.

2. to the different churcheg in any district, to come

together for local ecumenical witnesg in worship and work,

3, to ail Christiens, to & more pessionate and costly con-
the underprivileged, the persecuted.

cern for the outcast,
the despised in the community and beyond the community.
4. to the church, Lo extend its concern to the particular

areas of 1ife where existing conditions in health, housing,

employment and recreation in their distinctive rural and

urban forms, as well as misunderstandings between old and

young and tension between pen and women, continually undo

its work and thwart the will of God for hie children,

5. to all Christians, to seek by gimplicity and discipline
go beyond the accepted standards of

in personal 1iving to
ity in the direction of the love revealed in

Christ.

Again Christian men and women throughout the world
n the call of God. Because of seculariem,

were challenged wit
nds himself in a predicament from

materialism,and Sin, man fi

g own power he cannot extricate himself., God is

which by hi

er his gocial and political affairs and to

calling man to ord
and the gpirit of Christ.

realize within himself T
Thus, the bife and VWork

occkholm and oxford form

he mind
Movment with the two monumental

g a tributary flowing

Conferences at St

umenicel movement. We have traced the

intc the streamn of theec

¥Macy, op. Cit., P 9
2Oldham, op. cit., PP. 28222,
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evelopment of three mejor ©
The lissionary koemen

aching of the Gospel; The Feith and

cntributing factors 1o

rige and 4
t with ite call

the ecumenical movement:

for cooperation in the pre
Qrdexr Mmmment which endeavored 1o elarify the faith held in
commoh, to bring about an understanding of differences in

gith end order; The Life and Work Move-

matters pertaining to T
marches to share in common tasks of

ment with its call to the €

peculiarly gocial, humanitarian, and political nature,



ChiaPTaRk VI

THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

In the summer of 1937 the World Conference on Faith
end Order met at LHdinburgh., During the same summer the
Universal Council on Life and Work met at Oxford. Within fhe
two movements there had been a growing desire for coordination
and combination of energies. at Stockholm in 1925 the real
need for a common understending of faith and order was very
apparent, Churches may work together al common tasks; but .
perhaps only half-heartedly unless there 1s a better appreciastion
of the faith Christisne hold in common, At Lausanne in 1927
the other side of the dilemma was seen in bold relief. Why
clarify such matters ag the call to unity, the nature of the
church and the church's minisgtry only to have each communion
return to ite own narrow shell while the world is crying for
Christien action.

AB early as August, 1936, the Universal Council in Life
and Work end the Continustion Committee of the World Conference
on Faith and Order passed resolutions involving the appointment
of & joint committee "to review the work of ecumenical cooperat-
jon since the Stockholwm and Lausanne conferences, " This commit-~
tee was deslgnated "The Committee of Thirty-Five" and was directed
to report to the Uxford and Edinburgh Conferences in 19327, In
their report the formation of a World Council of Churches was

17, H. oldhem, oD. 0it,, P. 261.
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This council would be a "body representative of

proposed.
aring for the interests of each movement

the churches and ¢

Life and Wbrk)".l The nature of the new

d in this report.

(7aith snd Order,
organization was generally outline
The new organization which is proposed shall have

no power Uo legislate for the Churches or to commit them
to sction without their congent, bul if it is to be effect-

ive, it must deserve and win the regpect of the churches in

guch measure thal the people of greatest influence in the
illing to glve time and thought

1ife of the churches may be W
to its work.
' There are certain ccumenical movements such as the
cil), the World Alliance

I.i.Ce (International Missionary Coun
for International Jriendship throug the Churches, the
t Christian Fellowship), and the

W.5.0.7, (World Studen
Y. i.C.h., the Y.W.C.A, snd toe Central Bureau for Inter-Chugpch
Aid with which the new body ghould enter into relationship_5

1th regard to the definite regpons
e committee proposed that the Council must:

W ibility of the World

Council of Churches, th
(a) Carry on the work of the two world conferences;
(p) Facilitate corporate action by the churches;
(¢) Promotls cooperation in study,
(qa) Promote ine growth of goumenica

churches,

‘ tablishment of an ecumenical Journal;
jder the establishment of communication with
denominational federations of world-wide 8sCODE;

(g) Call world congerences on specific subjects as
occasion requlres.

ing the organization o}

1 coneciousness in the

Other details regard f the council were

The oxford Con

ference gpproved the principle of the

puggested,
Five and gppointed a Constituent

report by the committee of Thirty-
s similar committee

wembers to work with
inburgn.t

Committee of seven
d Order Conference at Ed

appointed by the Faith an

lipid., p. 264
2pia., pp. 264, 265.

4;;onérd hodgson, #d., Ihe Second World Conference on
Y The éacmiIIan Company, 19%08, P. 271.

Faith and order, New ork,
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Thig committee was assigned the important task of formulating

a plan for the World Council of Churches and submitting this

plan to the churches. The committee felt that its tasgk was too

mited number of persons.

nference composed of delegates from

great for such & 11 Therefore, they

srranged for a delegate €O

the churches participating at Edinburgh and Oxford to meet in

Utrecht, kolland in May, 19%8.
Eighty persons attended the meeting and drew up & con-

r the World council of Cpurches, It 1s gignificant

stitution fo
jay 12, 19%08, the Council of the League

that on that Very days
gccepted the exclusion of Ethiopia

s met at (jeneva and

and thus the League

of iWation
of Nations began to dis-

from the Leagu€

it was encouraging that Christian lesders

integrate. However,

were meeting in an effort to make the religion of

of the world
the world. Dr., W, A Vigger t' Hooft was

Christ effective in
y of the world Council of Churches.

d General Sgeretal

appointe
per, secretlaly of

the Federasl Council of the

Dr, Henry Smith Lei
wee appointed associate General

Dr., William Paton

Churches of Christ in smerica,

f the World Counci
the gimilaY office 1

1 in America.

Secretary o
n Greatl Britain.l From this

was appointed to
date, May 12, 1938, th

sidered as in the process O

e World Council of Churches way be con-

f formation.

The Consgtitution of the World Council of Churches

e in this dissertatio

n can best be gerved by

gur purpos
ore signifioant elements of the Con-

noting here gome of the W

1y, G, G. ﬁerklots and lhenry Smith Lelper, Pilgrimage
New York, Morehouse~ﬁorham Co. , 1947, P. =0.

To Asmsterdenn,



stitution which is governing the World Council of Churches

The first statement in the document describes the Council as

ng fellowship of churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ

r_nl The basis of the World Council of Churches

as God and Saviou
ely institutional end not personal. The fact of the

ig definiv

exigtence of many denominations, wany churches, is accepted.

There is expressed here the hope that churches may be drawn

together in cooperation. The approach is entirely different

from that of Thomas Cempbell who in the first proposition of

ation and Addrese gtated emphatically that the Church

his Declar
n is composed of individueals

This one Churc

of Christ is one.
s their faith in Chriet and obedience

tin every place that profes

to Lim in all things sccording to the geriptures, and that mani-
their tempers and conduct."2 Cooperation as

fegt the same DY
ution of the World Council of Churches

ig suggested in the Constit

but cooperation 1 not unity. Although much

may promote unitys
has been said in the great world conferences about sectarisnism

there remalins yet to be
ne conviction that gchism ie sinful., I

and its evil, developed within the

ecumenical movement T
ch emphasgis has been placed on

have also been aware that mu
corporate actiocn and comparatively glight emphasie has been given

of the individual in the realization of the

to the respongibility

aims of a world-wide Christianity.

;Macy, oR. Cit., P L.
25rederick D. Kershner, The Chrigtian Union Overture,

st. Louls, The Bethany Presse, 192%, p. Ol.
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There is a section in the Constituticn on the authority

of the World Council of Churches. Jour statements defining this

authority are laid down:

(a) The World Council shall offer counegel and provide
opportupity of united action in matters of common interest
(b) It may take sction on behalfl of consgtituent Churches in
guch matters as one or more of them may commit to 1it.
call regional and world

(¢) It ghall have guthorivy to
s as occasion may reguire.

conferences on gpecific subjec
(d) The World Council shall not legislate for the Churches;
m in any manner except as indicated 1

nor shall it act for the
gbove or &8 may hereafter be gpecified by constituent Churches.
Much concern has arlsen in some guarters regarding the

intentions of the World Council. Although it is gpecifically
t the World Council shall not legislate for the Churches;

gtated tha
Council is 1eft free to act for the

yet by its Constitution the
Churches as it 1is directed by the Churches.
~ Though the World Council disavows any claim for

jtegelf as the fulfillment of the dreem of a united Christ-

endom . - - - OB the contrary, it accepts Christendom "as

ig) with its great array O Wohurches," and offers itself
trument for thelr cooperation.

It emphatically disavows any pretension to be a "super-churg "

or even to fogter orgenic union among the geparated bodles.

reséions as the followin
o wield its influence regardless of 1ts

such exD g indicate that the

World Council intends t
Constitution. stewart W. Herman, for some years an sgsociate
gecretary of the devartment of inter-church gid snd rehsbilitation
notes that S. M. Cavert has sald that

with the World Council,

1M80Y, w’ Pe 51 .
2:41torial, "Appraising imsterdan,", The christlen
al 1948, p. 1000.

Century, Volume LXV, No. 39, September 29,
g Desgign, (The Amsterdam

Man's Digorder nd God'
Assembly deries), New York, Barper and Brothers, 1948, Section

I, pp. 179, 18L.
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the World Council must be able to speak out regarding
today's critical jnternational problems, and he argues
pecific delegation of authority from

that the gbsence of s
the constitueft churches does not mean that the council

must be mute.

At any rate, theoretically and constitutionally the Vorld

Council is an instrument designed to be directed and used by

the participating churchesg.

The Constitution further arranges for an agssembly to

be called every five years and spportions the membership accord-

ing to the various gections of the world. The Constitution

also provides that one-third of the four hundred and fifty

s be from the lalty of the churches.
World Council of Churches in

member The Congtitution

the Assembly of the
Holland on August 30, 1948,
e World Council

was adopted bY

gessgion at Amsterdam,

gervices Renderéd by th
g inception in 19%8 the World Council of Churches

From it
heg been bringing its influence to bear through several avenues

During the Second Wor
gsion for Prigoners of War,
onjunction with the Y.M.C.A, War Prison-

A Bible department wWas eotablished within the Counecil.

14 War the Councll appointed a

of service.
From 1940 thisg

Chaplainey Commi
Commission operated in ¢
erg! Ald.
Thig would be indicative of interest 1

pmigsion for refugees was app
s still at work. The World

n the Word of God through-

out the world. A co ointed which
ar snd 1

wag very active during the W
£ Reconstruction and Inter-

Council created a new department o

Through this department by 1947 more than two hundred

Church Aid.

"iho Is The World Council?", The

1Stewart W, Herman, .
] No. 25, June 23, 1948, p. 625,

Christian Century, Volume LKV,
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buildings had been built in es meny towns

and twenty-five church

and cities., More than one thousand pastors were provided with

many of the essentials for their homes and their work. The

Ecumenical Press gervice, an organ of information concerning

h activities throughou
ternational Wissionary Council the World

important chure t the world has been publish-

ed. Along with the In
Council has a Commission of the Churches on International Affalrs

kner hes geid that

George W. Buc
of all groupse which have gomething to say that the
world needs to nave said, there is none l1ike the church )
This was never more gpparent than in the light of the )
jalistic and.selfish forces which hag
sdes. fThe widespread disregard for
the deification of the ctate
1 pride, antagonism and persecution J
and the common trust in force-—thése
f the times heve been in direct

the growt of
jal message and purpose of the

Christisn raeligion.

neil of Churches through 1ts petivities has been

The World Cou
trying to sten the tide of thesge forces.

Conflicting att r1d Council of

jtudes towards the Wo

Churches have appesred through the years. @y W. Mayfield, s
1y and a gpeciel correspondent

missionary stationed at Bari, Ita

to the Christian gtandard, writes:
that the proposed

yany of us heve fell for a lon
World Council of Churches was not according to the Lord's
plan foT His church andathat 14 would not forward His

progream upon the earth.
o1l Bulletin voints out

ecent Federal Coun

An editorial in & r

lpuckner, 9. cit,, PP 2%, %4.
njiorld Gouncil Leaders Refuse t0

244y W. uayfield,
tives of Fundamentalist Groups," Chrisgtian

Recognize Representgw - | 3
gtendard, Volume LXXKIV, No. 41, Octover 9, 1943, p. !
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that both the Federal Council of the Churches of Chrigt in

Asmerica and the World Council of Churches have as their bacis

of unity a common faith in the deity of Jesus Christ and a degire

to exalt His lordship in every as

ral Council nor the World Council is to be

humanitarian association for worthy soci
these may be. Neither . .y. " 121

to be understood as an orgsnization for promoting norality--

not even the supreme ethice of Jesus. The central genius
of both Councils is nited witness to Jesus Christ as the

8 E
incarnate Word of God.

This principle is true that a tree is
e too close to pass an ultimate judgment upon the

pect of life.

Neither the fFede

thought of as @
ends, however important

kxnown by ite fruits.

Perhapg we ar
World Council of Churches. The passing of a few years will
bring us to a more satisfactory vantage point and to a better

perspective.
Amsterdsm--1948

the World Council of Churches hed been in the

Although
proceegs of formation since 1938, the Council formally came into
exlgtence on August 23, 1948, Representatives of one hundred

y churches jnecluding groups as8 divergent as the Salvation

and fort
he Constitution. The

rch of Abyssinia accepted T
World Council of Churches met in Amsterdam,

1948. During this gathering

Army and the Chu

first Assembly of the
eptember 4,

Holland from sugust 22 to S
ered and discusged: The Uni-

the following subjects were consid
The Church's Witness in God's

vergal Church in God's Design,

74 the Disorder of Society, The Church and

Design, The Church a

the International Disorder.

1 q1torial, "Philadelphia 1908 and Austertsn 1948, "
' i 8, October, 1948, p. 4.

Federal Council Bulletin, Volume XXX1, No.
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The Assembly at Amsterdam followed generally the nattern
1laid down in earlier conferences. After a serles of eighteen
addresses which focused the attention of the gathering uvon the
mission and tasks of the church, the delegates were placed in four
sections to study the specific themes indicated above. After
about a week's deliberation and study each sectlon produced g
report on it findings.l Our purpose is to survey briefly the
highlights of these reports.

The Universal Church in God's Design

This report begine with an affirmation of unity and
maintains that in spite "of our divislions, we are one in Jesus
Chrigt, "? A common concern for the Church is the reason for
convening the Assembly., In seeking to comprehend the universsl
church in God's design, some difference in understending appeared.
Thege had to do with the relation between the old and the new
Israel, the relation of the vislble church to the new crestion
in Christ, the relation between objective redemption and person-
al salvation, between scripture and tradition, end the founding
of the church. There were divergent views on the vlace of the
ministry in the church ss there had been from the first, The
closing paragraph of the report ptates that "there is but one
Lord znd one Body. Therefore we cannot rest content with our

pregent divisions."5

1Harold E, Fey, "The Amgterdam World Assembig of Churches,"
The Christien Century, Vol. LXV, No. 40, Oct. 6, 1948, p., 10324,

Zian's Disorder snd God's Design, Section I, p. 204,

5Ibid., p. 209.
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The Church's Witness to God'sg Degign
with the ﬁrgency of the misslonary

This séotioﬁ dealt

task and in its report pointed out that Christ laid this task

The necessity of overcoming all class dis-

upon LHis Church.
and raclal digerimination is en
o out and find men in the midst of the battle

tinction phasized. Furthermore,

nthe Church must 8

1t must identify itself with their struggles

of life . . « >
and sufferings."l Thig section cglled attention to the fact
that the missionary task is the responsibility of the whole

They presented anew the challenging

church, of every member,

nthe whole church militant mobilized to evangelize

vigion of

the whole world."
The Church and the Digorder of Soclety

The Christlan Church approaches the disorder of
our society with faith 1in the Lordship of Jesus Christ.,
In Him God has established his Kingdom: and its gates
gtand open for all who will enter. Their lives belong to
God with a c¢é digorder of goclety can
destroy, and on them is lald tie duty to seek God's
Kingdom and his righteousness.

Because God has endowed man with the right and the

ge for himself, man was designed to be a member

mjgn 1s not made fo

ability to choo
r the State but

of a responsible goclety.

jan is n

ot made for production, but pro-

alienable rights of man are

o condemn those who are

the State for man.

duction for man." Wherever the in
denied, the purpose of this report ig t

With regard to Communism and

regponegible for thle denial.
of the World Council of Churches,

a
First Agsenmbl
The Woodhaven Pressd, 1928, D. 24.
Zjjen's Disorder and God's Degign, section I1I, D. 189.
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Capitalism, the areas of conflict are defined and Christiang are

urged "to seek new, crestive solutions which never allow either

justice or freedom to destroy the othe
The Church and the International Disorder

r. "l

Thie report states clearly that war comes because man

hes forgotten God. The fallacy of believing that some strange

fate bears mankind irresistibly on to international confllct is
pointed out. Since the world is controlled by God, if men will

peace will come. dome sallent facts are posited:

return to Him,
(1) War is contrary to the will of God.
ges of conflict between the powers. (3) The

(2) Pesce requires sn

attack on the cau
nations of the world must acknowledge the rule of law. (4) The
obgervance of Human Righte and the Fundamental Freedoms should

be encouraged bY domestic and international action. (5) The
churches and all Christian people have obligations in the face
of international disorder. It was further suggested that the

d bring its influence to bear in the hsegtening

World Council shoul
of international reconciliation. However, the most important

regented war 88 contrary to the will of God, and

a worker together with God.2
g design was @& thought-provoking

gtatement »

presented man &8s

Man's disorder and God'
a subject worthy of the consideration of such an assembly

of course,

theme,

ag that which met at Amsterdam.
are much encouraged that me

the final word was

n in respons-

not spoken there, but we
ible positions of leadership and ordinary persons out of the

lipid., pe 195.
21p1d., pp. 218-223.

———
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churches are concerned about‘discovering God's design.

In 1947 S. M. Cavert, Qhairma
gaw clesrly that the Amsterdam

n of the World Council's

Committee on the 1948 Assembly,
1e before 1it.

ouncil had to receive much

Assembly had a full schedu First, the organization-

al detsils 1in establishing the World G

tengive study in the field of the Church's relstion-

attention. £X
o be summarized and presented?‘ Perhaps

ship to the world had t

when the Assembly'OOnvenes in 195%
deliberation gnd planning that

the time can be used entirely

for study, the church may be more

effective in the world.
We have endeavored to mark the development of the
al movement, spuggesting that much egerious thought was

ecumenic
ation and orgenization in the nineteenth century

given to cooper
The roots of the moveme

studied the Missionary Movement,

ork Movement and have trie
d-wide cooperative movement has evolved. We

nt are found back there, Then we have
the Faith and Order Movement,

the Life and W da to evaluate the impao'b

of each as the worl
k liovement along with the Faith and

noted that the Life and WoXr
ment produced the Worl
have dealt largely with Con

d Council of Churches,

Order liove
ferences and Councils,

Since we

this word should be added:
f leaders do not constitute an ecumenical
those who attended the Ascembly

periodical meetings O

movement., It is the desire of

(imsterdam) that the ranx and file of the Churches should be
£ devpendence on God and the

penetrated by the sane Spirit o
same concern for unity.

lyenry 8. Leiper, Ed,, Christianity Today, New York,
Co. 194’70 De 450.

Mo rehouse- Gorham
2p)rgt _Assembly of the World Council of Churches, P. 5.




CHAPTER VII

THE CHURCH REFLECTED IN THE NEW TZSTAMENT

Having treced the rise and development of the ecumenical
movement and having noted some of the contributing factors, we
now turn to the concluding section of our study. The quesgtion
we shall answer is, "To what extent has the ecumenical movement
incorvorated within itself the concept of the New Testament
Churchi" In this introductory statement we are affirming that
there is discernible in the New Testament an orgenism cslled
the "church". We are also of the opinion that any movement
among men calling itself "Chrigtian" must establish its relevance
to Christ and his body, the church,

The Unity and Identity of the Church

There is only one church revesled in the New Testament,
however this one church is clearly identified. Matthew 16:15-19
records the statement of Peter's confesslon of Christ and Christ's
responge that on this confession of himself as the Son of God
he (Christ) would build his church, In the sesme connection our
Lord indicated thst the founding of his church would sustain a
relationship to his death, burial, and resurrection.l In Acte
5:11 we read that "great fear came upon all the church." The
ocoasion of thie wave of fear was the removal of Angnias and
Sepphira from the fellowship of the believers. There can be no
doubt that the church was in existence before this time, but

evidently it was so well known thet Luke did not have to mentlon

lMat‘bhew 16:21.
68
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it., Early in the narrative of Acts pergecution arose against

the ohurch.l This persecution informs us that not everyone was

friendly toward the followers of Jesus and those who were per-

gecuting knew well the jdentity of the ones whom they were seek-

The church was distinguighsble as an institution,

ing out.
e church. He killed

Herod begen persecuting certain ones of th

James, the brother of John, and had Peter put in nrigon.2 The

church was more than a spirit or a shadow, it wag sctually exist-
ing and functioning, and it was common knowledge that James and

Peter were leaders in the church, When the followere of Jesusg

learned that Peter was in prison, the church made prayer without

ceasing to God in reter

prison FPeter xnew whete to go to find at least
"ihen he had congidered the thing, he came to the houge

'e behalf.? After his deliversnce from

a portion of the

church.
of liary, the mother of John whose surnsme is Mark, where many

were gathered together praying. "

By the time the narrative progr
e church has gone beyond Jerusalem even to

ccges to the thirteenth

chapter of Acts th
Romens Paul sens greetings to the

antioch.? In writing to the
illa.6 In Romans 16:16

church in the house of Prigeilla and Acqu
nthe churches of Christ salute you."
d to the church of God which is at

There is no reason to suppose thatthis letter was not

Faul writas, In 1 Corinth-

igns the letter 1s sddresse

Corinth.

gent through the regular postal system,
r else the postman would not have

ament records were written

If so, the church must

have been identifiable o
When the New Test

delivered the letter.
e "church" and there was only

there wae an ingtitution called th

liots 8:1  2Acts 12:1, 2 Sacts 12:5 4iots 12:12

5Acts 1%:1 Romans 16:5.
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one such body that claimed Christ as its head.

The Creed of the New Testament Church

According to Matthew 16:16-18 Christ not only said that
he would build his church, but he said that the very foundation
of the church would be the confesslon that he himself was the
Son of God. The orgenism not only had a name, but it also had
s creed--the person, Jesus Christ, In Mark's accout of the com-
mission Jesus gave to his disciples this creed must be subscribed
to in order for one to be saved.l The good news was to be preach-
ed by the Apostles and believed by the hearers. They preached
a message which was to be belleved. OUn the first Pentecost
after the resurrection of Chriet, Peter preached a stirring
message sbout Jesus who was the Christ. At the concluesion of
the discourse the people were vricked in their hearte, they
believed and all their other actions stemmed from this new faith.
In Samaria FPhillp preached and the people gave heed to him,
and "when they believed Philip preaching the things of the kingdom
of God they were baptized.2 To the peonle gathered in the
synagogue at antioch in Pigidia Paul preached saying that all
who believed in Christ were justified from all things.5 In hie
letter to the Romans Peul points out that it is faith that
justifies.4 1 Corinthisns 15:1 presents Paul's reminder to the
Corinthians of the goepel which he had preached and which they
ned received. The Wew Testament Church had a creed, This creed

wae the person, Christ.

lMark 16115 2Acts 8:6, 12 3Acts 1%:29 4Romane 4:3f
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The Saseraments of the New Testament Church

The New Testament also records that this church
obeserved certain sacramenteg. The initiatory rite of baptism
ig a peculiar mark of the New Testament church, When belief
in Christ was produced by Peter's message on Pentecost and
the people asked what they should do, Peter told them to
repent snd be baptized in the name of Jesus Ghrist.l Mark,
in giving his account of the great commission, gives ue
Christ's words, "he that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved."? Jesus commissioned the apostles and told them to go
and '"make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into
the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit."3
When the Ethiopian eunuch confessed Christ, Philip baptized

him.% Lydia and her household were baptized.? The Philipplan

jailor and all his household were baptized.6 In Corinth,

the chief ruler of the synagogue, and many of the

were baptized.7 Paul writes concerning baptism

Crispus,

Corinthians

to the Romans (6:3-5), "are ye ignorant thet all we who were

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We
therefore with him through baptl
e desd through the glory of

of life." From

were buried sm into death; that

like as Christ was raiged from th

the Father, so we also might walk in newess
all these passages the facts are clear that when the word ie

hesrd and Christ is confessed, then baptism 1is the initiatory

rite into God's famlly.

liots 2:%8 %iark 16:16 Suatthew 28:19
Jpcte 16:14 Acts 16:3% ' Acts 18:8.

4icts 8:38



72

Another sacrament of the New Testsment Church is
that of the Lord's Supper. JLuke, in his Gospel, reports that
Christ ate the Péssover with his disciples, then "he took the
bread, and gave thenks, and brske it, and gave unto them say-
ing, This is my body which broken for you: this do in remem-
brance of me. Likewlse also the cup after supper, saying,
This cup is the new Testament in my blood which is shed for
you."l In some speciml way this supper was to be observed
in Jesus' memory. dJesug had died and the supper had taken on
new-meaning when in Acte 2:42 we read that one of the marks
of the church was the bresking of bread. We are informed that
at Troms "upon the first day of the week when the disciples
came together to bresk bread, Paul preached."2 This would
suggest a regular recurrence of the observance and also that
everything else was incidental as far as the worshlp service
was concerned. The first letter to the Corinthians reveasls
the gross abuges of the Lord's Supper in the church at Corinth,
In an effort to correct these sbuses several references are
made to the sacrement. "The cup of bleessing which we bless is
it not the communion of the blood of Chriet? The bread which
we bresk, is it not the communion of the bociy of Christ? For
we being many are one bread snd one body, for we are ali par-
takers of that one bresd."> "Ye cammot drink the cup of the
Lord, and the cup of devils; ye cannot be partakers of the
Lord's teble, and of the table of devils."4~ In 1 Corinthians
11:2%-26 Paul says, " I have received of the Lord that which

1luke 22:19, 20 2acte 20:7 71 Corinthians 10:16, 17
4 Gorinthians 10:21.
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also 1 delivered unto you, " ‘then ne tells how Jesus instituted

the Supprer and adds that ngg oft as ye eat this bread, snd drink

ye do shoWw the Lord's death till he come," This

this oup,

ceedingly importént becsuse Paul claimed that he

passage 1s oX
received this account of the Lord's Supper and its significance
One of the peculiar marks

directly from the Lord, himself.

g the church from other societles was the regular

distinguishin

observance of the Lord's Supper.
f-the New Tegtament Church

The Mission ©
according to the New Tegtament, the church hag a mission

In the greatb commission given by Jesus to the apostles, he told

and meke disciples of al
gerve all things that Jesus head com-

them to &0 1 the nations, baptizing
them, teaching them to 0P
1 The church ha
te that it was not too conscious

mended the apostles. d been instituted on FPente-

cost and the record would indica
i1 persecution broke out after Stephen's

of its mission unt
desth.? The church was scattered abroad throughout Judea and
sus went gbout preaching the

gamaria and the followers of Je

word. Philip we

nt to gamaria and preached Christ. The Samari-

tans believed.> Feter went down to Lydda and Sharon hesling
g end he aleo went to Joppa and ansarea.4 We

9 that thoge who wWeT
arose about stephen LT

h speaking the word to none

and preachin
e gscattered sbroad

lestn from Acts 11l:l
gvelled ase

upon the tribulation that

far ag Phoenicia, Cyprug, and Antioc

but there were some’ Who came to Antioch who

seve only 1o Jews,

aleso to the Greeks preach They had

spoke ing the Lord Jesus.

a mission.

The church in Antioch championed the csusge of the

3 ots 8:5 Yacts 9132750

T , iy 2
lMattheW'QB:ld-ZO Acts 8:1
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evangelization of the Gentiles. Acts 1% records the account of

arnegbas and sgul to fulfill a wmission., Here the

beging and before the closing chapter of

the call cf B

great activity of Paul

nearly every great center of population had

hig life is written,
f Jesus Christ.
rugalen to Corinth, Ephesus, Colosse,

heard the story o The mission of the church reached

beyond the Jews, beyond Je
Pnilippi, Galatia, Thegsalonlica, Athens, and Rome. Jesus had
rity had been given unto him and the followers

said that all autlio
gion of the church was based upon the

of Jegug knew that the mis

authority of Christ o gend them fo

rth preaching. Paul felt this

claimed on one occasion, "for if I preach the

go keenly that he eX
for necesgity 1is laid upon

I have nothing to glory of;

gospel,
if I preach not the gospel."l To carry

me,; for woe ig unto me,
deuption through Jesus
of the liew Tegtament Church.

the good news of re Christ to the ends of

the world was the mission

The Mesgage of the e

had & message.

w Testament Church

The commigslon to the apostles

The church
NGO 4 . e e teaching them to observe

erning the mesgsage Wes
w (Matthew 28:20). In Acts

teoever 1 commanded you

conc

all things wha
ing them that they

1:8 Jegus again gpeaks 1o the apostles tell

o be his ryitnesses both and in all Judea and

in Jerusalem,

were T
f the ecarth." The gubsgtance

Sameria and unto the uttermost part ©
gt was that Jegus of Ngzareth was now

of the message on Penteco
tg porch Peter preached again

both Lord and Christ. UB Solomon

nce of life; woom God raiged from the dead,

about Jesus "the Fri
g" (acte %:15). Peter and John were put

whereof we are witnesse
d in Jesus the regurrection from

nproclaime

in prigon because they

1, Gorinthians 9:16.
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the‘dead."l Stephen witnessed concerning Jesus, the Righteous

one, and for hig testimony he Was stoned.2 Philip went down to

the city of Samaria and proclaimed unto them the Christ.’ In

nfounded the Jews and proved "that thig is the

Damascus Saul €0
Ohrist."4 At wydda reter was confronted with a man nemed Ineasg

]
d him to arise from hie bed for

who had the palsy and Peter tol
nealeth thee" and stralghtway he arose.5 Wherever

nJegus Christ
ers of Jesus went their message was gimply

the apostles oOT follow
that of proclaiming the glad tidings concerning Christ. This

e Faul proclaimed in

tpgagoned with them from the B

Thessalonlica as ne went into

wae the messag
eriptures, opeuning

the synagogue and
ing that 1t behooved
ad; that this Jesus I

the Christ to guffer and to rige

and alleg
proclaim unto you is the

again from the de
n] delivered unto you

Ghrist."b To the Corinthians paul sald,

first of all thal which als
g ‘o the Seriptures, )
jged on the third day &ace
to bear witness to

c L receivad;,that Christ died for

nd that he was buried,

our sins accordin
ording to the

and that he hath been Ia

W To proclaim thig message,

Seriptured.
who believed in Jegue.

or conceru with those

Christ was & H&aj
of the hew Tegtanent Church

The uinlstIy
inigtry. This is evident

Church had & @
lany of the gervants of Christ

The New Tegtament

g been gaid before.
John, PhiliDp, ste

from what ha
phen, Barnabag, raul,

have been nemed, reler,

in this group.

Jamesg and many others were
) accepted the Tespons

Acte 2 and 15

ibility

The apostles, particular-

1y Peter and James (

5Acts 9: 34

y
1ot 4:2 Acts 7 3.0ts 8:5  hcts 922
71 Corinthians 15:3, 4-

Opots 17:2, 3
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of leadership, Peul, after his experience on the Damasscus road,
knew well that he had been chosen for a particular ministry--
carrying the gospel to the Gentiles. In Pasul's efforts there
were those who helped him, smong whom were John liark, Timothy,
Titus, and many othsrs, Very soon after the institution of the
church Luke tells us in the book of Acts that seven deacons were
chosen to minister to the physical neede of the people in serving
tables, Stephen was one of these men of good report, and full
of the Spirit end of wigdom.! In this case the apostles assumed
the place of leadership as they called the multitude of the
digciples to them.? in acts 15:2% the spostles and the elders
of the church in Jerusaslem send a letter to the brethren of the
Gentiles in Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. Psul addressed the
followers of Christ at Zphesus and among the gifts God gave to
men he lists apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
teachersg, The purpose of all these is "the equipment of the
saints, for the work of the ministry, for building up the body
of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God."3 Paul was hurrying to be
in Jerusalem for Pentecost, but at liiletus he gent to Ephesus
and called to him the elders of the church.4 The letter to the
Fhilippians beging after this manner:"Paul and Timothy, servants
of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus that are at
Philippi, with the bishops and deacons."? The church did have a
minigtry; but in a true gsense every follower of Jesus was &

servent, s minister, There is no concept of clergy in the New

. p y ; s ]
Laote 6:1-6 2acts 6:2 3Ephesians 4:11-13  Acte 20:17
SPhilippiens 1:1.
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Tegtement, L0 1o place does the liew Testament even intimate that
any authoritly Was vegted in the ministry. The authority was in

Christ end the greatest minigter was one who served most . humb

I have made xo attempt to be exhaustive in this treat-

ment of the New Teptament Church because the New Tegtament has

much to say aboul the body of Christ. &sowever, I have indicated

of the church which are essential. The church was

d distinguishabla from other
but divine--Christ

gix marks
associations. It

identifiable an

was marked by & creed which was not human,

the living God.
e initiatory rite of baptism.

the Son of In order to enter into the fellow-
In order to

ship one observed th

here wag the regular observance of

jpue in the fellowship T
The mission of the church was

cont

the Lord's Supper to be kept.
ings concerning Christ to the ends of the

to carry the Good Tid
hurch derived from and conegisted of

earth., The message of the ¢
the death, burial, and resurrection of Cnrist and God's purpose
ted in Christ, The ministry of the church

toward men &8 manifes

postles, prophets,
Christ was hisg minister.

teachers, pastors, elders, deacons.

included &

ivery servant of



CHAPTER VILL

Trid RELAVANCE OF THi ECUMENICAL'MOVEMENT

TESTAMENT CHURCH

TQ THE NEW
The Fact of the One_ Church
Therefore, uthe New Testament records the facts regard-

and defines the marks by which the church may be

ing the church
The project before us is that of

xnovn through the centuries.
oh the ecumenical movement hes

determining the extent to whi
tried to incorporate within itself thig concept of the New
ment was made at the

The following pronounc

Tegteament church.
e in sdinburgh in 1910: in order to

World Migsionary Conferenc

nghe ultimate and highest end of all misgionary work--

achisve
the egtablishment A

n these non-Cnristian 1andg of Christ's one

e attained."l Here is the asgertion

Church--r8al unity must b
nh and that unity must come not

knows only one churc
but that men ma

that Christ
v know Christ.2 This

merely for unity's sake,
New Testament

truly relevant to the

8 WOnderful-séntiment,
Instead of gcourageously

it is notl followed throughl.
gelonaXxy Council meeting

is

church; but
the lnternational’Mi

facing the issue,
ith unity. Again 1t

Goepel demand
Il5

nfused cooperation W
mplioations of the
pread the Good News.

at Jerusalem 110 1928 co
4 that "the spiritual i

unity smong those who 8are geeking to B

Was’note

ined through united

However, it was claimed that unity is atta

1

. and Promotion of Uniti, P- 5,

Coogeratio

27omn 17:21.
onary Cooperation, Vol. VII, D. B2,

3Internatignal Missi
78
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a tagk for the evangelization of the world,

gervice in a comumo

in effect, they paid, "Christ's one church must be established,

but we are members of many churches and we must justify our

By 1938 it was clear that coo
mthe Spirit of God was

position.” peration had not pro-
onclusion was thet

duced unity and the ©
g of his Church to seek for the

guiding the various branche

n of a vigible and orgenlic union."

realizatlio
fhis matter of the unity of the ¢
yet there has been no con-

hurch has congtantly

al wo vement;

tentalized tne ecumenic
At Lesusanne Bishop brent in his

certed effort o deal with 1t.
é address, "The Call to Unity", gave expression to the concept of
‘ the one church. out of that conference came this admonition,
1 words in mind. The Church is one, and

n,et ug keep these grea
The Assembly at Amgterdam

always hae been, snd must be, one."
also faced the problem of justifying the existence of many churches.
g agsigned the gubject, "The Universal Church

The first section Wa
rgong in the section confessed gquite

in God's Design.” liany pe€

frankly that
wag that we met to discuss the

the chief problem « o o °

Church and found ourselves compelled to Bpesak gbout the
churches « « » * Some would have liked to g0 on record
thet the very name of "the World Councll of Churches" gave
expression 1o 8 gcandal which ought not to be. The New
Tegtament allows us to speak of the universal Church and
of local churcies, but we were using the pluril, in quite
un-biblical way, to mean our "denominations".

t was nol ghared by al
cular section were adequat

1; but a gufficient

of course, this gentimen
ely

number of members in tnis parti

1
Bate, 09. Oito’ P 24‘o
the World O

244 rgt _ssseumbly of

ouncil of Churches, P. 1i.
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inted with the New Tegtament and the one church to be dis-

neir deliberations.
a ray of light bresks through and

acqua

concerted in t

Although occagionally
the one church of the lew Testament 18 recognized, the general

¢ ecumenical movement up to thig time has not been in

tenor of th
sccord with the liew Tegtament church, Within the ecumenical

mo vement
amate in some way all the

regerve and swalg
rized and preserved by

the aim is to P
which have been P

historic valueg
each body.

|
‘ “e a people (Disciples of Christ) we differ in
approach in that we plead for all to step back beyond the
accretions of history to the originsl source and pattern,
It may be said that the weteh-word of the ecumenical wove-
" while our watch-word is "restoration."

ment 1is "preservation,

1 to balance oul tninking with this gtatement:

Too often theé church has gloried in ite denomination-
The World Council of Churches is not organic unity.

to our Lord's prayer that Hie disciples
‘ till only & council. But 1t ig a council.
‘ ind there has 10 be a recognition of unity before there can
be a councile It 1s & declaration 1o the whole world that
these churches recognize that one another belong to the church,
that they are going 1o continue to geek the strong foundation
for unity, and that they are going to present a comumon front

t before this pagan and

becauge of thairgoneness in Chris
desperate world.
The Creed of the lew Te

g address at Amgterdam ol

Perneps it is wel

gtament Churech
"The Church--

Kerl Barth 1in hi
e Living Lord Jesue Christ,” said

the Living Congregation of th
nig that event in which

h is a congregation waich

that the churc
--its Lord, and also the

y of Jesus Christ

the absolute soverelgnt
onse in the

Lord of the world--finds itg proper answer and resp
ge who have been called,

perfect freedom of obedience of tho
1;. Lysil Willisms, "Whither our Brotherhood?", Ihe

Chrigtisn Evangellst, Volume 86, No. 30, July 28, 1948, ». 754,
2sditorial, "A Date ln Higtory," The Christian Evangelist,

Volume 86, No. 37, september 1D, 1948, p. 924.




ogether by bLim, and sunmoned to gratil-

called out, and called t

me continues by pointing out that when

tude and to service."l
the church mo longer ig concerned sbout continuing its historic-
al purpose ip Christ, when the "vital current passing and re-
pagsing between the Lord and Lis congregation is blocked by
man's sin" then tne church hae ceaged to exiat.z
in diagnosing nfhe Digorder of Man in the Church of

jiebuhr states that "all our human WIongness

God," L. Richard
lated to & disorder in our relation to 1ite

| in the Church is Te
we disobey Him because we do not trust Him. In faith

o Christ who glves ug in our

oubt we think Him dead and

{ Head.
ge fim as the rise

| we acknowled
; time his order and commandments;,in a
| believe that it is we who pust give others il

ght to rule £is Church for Him."?

e to ourselves the ri

g orders. ©So we

arrogatl
8 forcefully the absolute

} Each of these gtatements expresse
necesasity foTf the acceptance of the LoT

At Amgterdam th

dghip of Jesus Christ.

e delegates Wwere told that "the tragedy

gions is precisely that we are not agreed aboutl the

of our divi
tthe Chur

ch' is discerned." However,

tmarks

necessary
gs the Anglicans con-

in outlining tne”essentialsﬁof the Church

em, the following clements Were listed:

ceived th

(1) Holy Scripture ag the
beliefs claimed &g necessarily t

are to be tested;
(2) The full faith of the Apostles'

lyan'e Disorder end God's Desigg, Section

2151&.. p. 71

which all

final ecriterion by
d for salvation

o be confesse
Oreed and the WNicene

I, p. 68.

31pid., p. 7.



Creed;
(3) The unfalling use of the two great Sacraments of the

Gospel as ordained by Christ, and
(4) The apostolic winigtry of BishoDs, Priegts and, Deaconsg
transmitted by those having guthority to transmit.l ’

With regard to the creed, much has been said within the ecu-
menical movement concerning the value of the historic creeds,

and the Nicene. The fact that these are human
r been very disturbing.

t be glven to Christ; but to

the Apostles'
There is the

ingtruments has neve
ization that allegiance mus
more ornate it must be phra
1 movement it is not enough to say,

real
ged by uninsgplred

make ‘the creed

men, Hor the ecumenica

"Christ is my Creed." The first article of the Constitution

uneil of Churches states
ghip of Churches which acce

that "The World Council

of the World Co
pte our Lord

of Churches is & fellow

Jegug Chrigt as Uod and Saviour."

Theologically gpeaking the basis is probably not the besgt

that could be found. it has, however, played a conslderable
role in the nistory of the ecumenical movement since its
earliest beginnings and has the merit of pointing definitely
toward the central momeil S of our Christien faith, It reminde
ug therefore of the facl thet our unity ig not found 13 our-
gelveg but in our common relatednes

£ the Lordship of Jesus

¢ to a common Lord.

Wnere this recognition o gppears there 1is

nce to the creed of the

New Testeament Church. However,

a releva
iving for gomething

1 movement there 1e a str
of failth. Again, the question 1s,

of faith 1in Onrist as the Son
Tegtament Church, why 1s the

in the ecumenica

more, for a new confession

nTf the New Tegtament confession

of God was gufficient for the New

t today?"

same confession deficien

l1pia., p. 65.
2jacy, op. cit., Pe 25.
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The sacraments of the New Testsment Church

The World Conference on Fgith and Order at Lausanne

dealt with the sacraments of the church. In the account given

esrlier in this dissertation We noted that there were conflict-
ing opinions on thise subjeot.l Three divergent snswers. were
forthcoming in response to the question, "What 18 your basis for

determining the number, nature, and validity of the sacraments
which you observe?" The Orthodox representatives claimed as their

basgie the experience of the Apostles and the salints, For them

the New Testament does not give the final word about the sacra-
ments; however the New Testament forme & partial basis for their

The second view expresse

peal to the New Tegtament, but hel

d by the Evangelical-Reformed

decision.
d that each

Church made no &p
Church was free to choose for jtgelf regarding the sscramente

Under such a plan
undisputed sacraments of the New Testament

which it should observe. a church might choose

to obgerve only the two
o observe geveral sacrsments.

Church., & church might select t

pight see no value in any
The third view was that of

Again, a church sacrament and discard

completely these mark
the Baptiste which digcounted

g of the church.
entirely the value of traditlon,

and denied emphatically the right of each church to choose for ltsel
They claimed to Teé
n2 Certainly this is

in thece essential matters. ceive "the New Test-

ament ag the only rule of falith and practice.

lSee page 40 of this dissertation.

23ate, op, Oit., D. 313
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but no common understanding of it was reached

catholic grcund;,

at Lausanne.
Grehem Frank, writing pri
ganne pointed out that the go

probable digagreement at Lausanne

or to the convening of the Con-

ference at Lau al is organic unity.

However, the points of most

be the nature of the church, the ministry and the ordinsnces

would
that Lausanne would be 2 step

nevertheless,

It was his hode,
n.l Therefore, these conflicting ideas

toward the reunited churc

rding the ageorsments were expected to come.

rveying the sddresces made

Wworld Council of Churches 1in imeterdam 1in 1948,

rega
at the Assembly of the

In su
there ls con-

siderably mre uneninity than we heve noted previously in regard

aments of the church.

ivering their discourses
for this reason there is more

It is made clear that the

to the sacT
ng officlal spokes-

gpeakers are not del
2 perhaps,

men for their traditions.
nfhe Doctrine of the Church,"

In the first message,
ghop of gtrangnas, Swe
he Universlty of Lund,

The New Tegtament gives ue & very clear view of the

constitutive elements of the Church. o « o Therefore, accord-
the constitutlive factors of the

ing to the New Testament,
Church are the Word of God and the gaeraments of Beptism and
the sucharist.

agreement.
den, end former Professor

Gustaf Aulen, the Bl
gays that

of Systematic Theology ab t

kes the New Tegtament as his guide in determining the

Wnhen one ta
th tradition and the un-

esgentlals of the church, the querrels wi

g are eluded.

LGrenem Frank, "The World Conference on Fgith and Order, "
The Christisn bvan eligt, Vol. L&IV, No. 29, July 21, 1927, ». 971,

ZMan's Disorder and God's Design,

51pid., D. 22.

certainty of men's cholce

i ——

gection 1, P. i Ly g
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Clarence 7, Cralg, Professol of New Tegtament at Yale

University, gpeaking upox the same theme ag Bighop Aulen, said

that nentrance to the Church (the New Tegtament Church) was by

1g0 said that "the life of this brother-

faith and baptism." He a
y the celebration of the Lord's

hood 1in Christ was nourished P

Supper."l

George FloroVskYs gnatics, OrthodoX

professoT of Do

Theological Tnstitute, paris, in hig address pointed out that

Church ie effec
st are the TWo

ted through the gacramente:

nghe unity of the
tgoclal eecraments' of

and the fucharl

Baptism
the Ghurch."2

In the sddresses on "The Universal Church in God's
Deeign," the statements reproduced abo Ve were made. They are

gt when we becomeé concerned about

jpndicative of this fact th
8 church, the achievement of the

discovering God's gesign foT hi
xnowledge of this design awailts only our quest.
£ Churches produced

HoweveX, when the World Council ©
reseed to all who are in Christ there was the

e divided from

ite nyeesage" add
one gnother not only in

realization that "We ar
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has not arrived at the point where it is willing to take the
New Testament as the only rule of faith and practice,

The Migsion of the New Testament Church

From the beginning of the movement there has been rather
a clear concept of the mission of the Church., The Miesionary
Movement within the ecumenical movement continuees to make its
contribution in the chsrpening of the Christisn conscience on
this matter. One idea in the term "mision" 1s thatrof territory
or space, Inherent in the term is the authority of the one who
sends and also the willingnees of him who 1s sent to carry out
his assignment., At Edinburgh in 1910 the point was made that
"the end of misgsionary work ig to see the one united Church of
Chriét establighed in every land, "t

Clarence Craig in hie address at Amsterdam said,

The New Testament Church was pre-eminently a witness-
ing community, for its members were under obligation to pro-
claim the Word of God and to live in obedience to Him. The
good newsg of His salvation was not to be enjoyed in quiet
satisfaction, The risen Christ hag called them to be His
witnesses to the end of the earth.

He further notes that not only apoetles like Psul accepted this
challenge, but those who took Christ as Lord and Saviour proclaim-
ed him wherever they went, The suthority of Christ to send
smbassadors, the willingness of men and women to take their
commigsion seriously, snd the vast scope in which the Goapel

must be proclaimed have been sounded again and again through the

ecumenical movement. In my Jjudgment, the mission of the church

has been a compelling factor in drawing the forces of Christianity

1Gaius Slosser, op, cit., p. 131.
?Man's Disorder and God's Design, pp. 36, 37.
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We have a mission to fulfill, a world-

toward one another.
The world is

wide task to do for our Lord, but we are divided.
too strong, our mission too comprehensive for a divided church,

The ecumenical movement, however, can establish relevanc
with the concept of the mission of the New Testament church only

when it can speak digtinctly and unitedly on the matters of

creed, sacrsments, and ministry.
The iepsage of the New Testament Church

One of the finest statements appearing in the records

of the ecumenical movement is that address by Dr. Adolf Deismann
Hig theme

of the University of Berlin delivered at Lauganne.
was "The Church's liessage to the World: The Gospel." I have

given a fuller account of this earlier;l but & summary of hils
He gaid emphatically that the

statement will be helpful here,

church's message is the gospel and that the gospel is the "joy-
the gift of God to ginful man

ful meésage of redemption . . . .
in Jesus Ghrist."2 The life, death, burial and resurrection of
He made the

Christ are the essential elements of the gospel.
Convineingly he sald that

statement that Christ is the gospel.
the gospel "ig more than a philosophical theory; more than 8
theological system; more than a program for material betterment, "3
Those gathered at Amsterdam were reminded that
G h cznnot be understood
of God whic 2 - the Whole e

the Gospel is that act ruid
except as Hig proclamation of salvatlon 0
t so many others, the Church cen

. . At this point as &
lgee pages 35 and 36 of this dissertation.

aBrown, op. cit., p. 102,
2Ibia.

Ll ®
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be the Church only be a return to the New Testament and
by a recovefy of New Testament perspectives snd categories
of thought.

In the report of Section I at Amsterdam which was
endorsed by the Assembly, the first paragraph deals with the
purpose of God which ig contained in and expressed through the

gospel,

The purpose of God is to reconcile all men to Him-
self and to one snother in Jesus Christ His Son, That pur-
pose was mede manifest in Jesus Christ--Hie incarnstlion, Hie
ministry of service, His death on the Cross, His resurrection
and ascension. It continues in the gift of the Holy Spirlt,
in the commend to make disciples of all nations, and in the
abilding presence of Christ with Hie Church. It looks for-
ward to its consu%mation in the gathering together of all
things in Christ.

This is the Gospel, the Church's ﬁessage to the world, All that
we need to know ig already revesled in Christ. It is God's will
that the gospel should be proclaimed to a1l men everywhere, God
is pleased to use human obedience in the fulfillment of his vur-
pose.?

The ecumenical movement has achieved its neasrect relevance

to the New Testament Church in the matters of the Church'e mission

and message. However, the church will be truly effective only

when all the "marks" are restored.

The Ministry of the New Testament Church

Within the ecumenicsl movement there have been from the

first, two conflicting views regarding the ministry of the church.

The Anglicans have consistently demanded that apostolicsl

lMgg's Disorder and God's Desipn, Section 11, ». 116.
2 .

Tbid:; p. 22L&,
SIpid.
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succession and the transmission of divine grace by the laying
on of hends by those qualified to ordain are egsential to the
restoration of unity. Furthermore, those who have not been so
ordained are regarded by the Anglicans merely as laymen, and
consequently unqualified to administer the Lord's BSupper. Others
within the movement, generally classified as Protestants, regard
both spostolical succession and the conferment of divine grace
by the laying on of hands as superstitious and unwarranted on
any basis, In spite of the several conferences and the general
growth of the ecumenical movement, this conflict is still very
active, It is perhaps the most serious single obstacle to unity
today.

Something of the real magnitude of this problem is

reflected in a proposal for unity suggested by the Protestant

Episcopal Church in 1880.

A8 inherent parts of this sacred devosit, and there-
fore ap essential to the restoration of unity smong the
divided branckes of Christendom, we account the fotlozén%he
(1)The iioly Seriptures of the 0ld and New Testaﬁen sfficient
revezled Word of God; (2) The Nicene Creed as the suents
stetement of the Christian faith; (3) The two Sagiﬁmunfail-
baptism and the Supper of the Lord, minigtered w the elements
ing use of Christ's words of institution, and of V1% afupiied
ordained by him; (4) The Historic Episcovate, loca ieeds“of
in the methods of its administration to the Varyi?% of his
the nations and peoples called of God into the uniiy
church,

i tian
In snewer to persistent Episcopal proposals for Chrigtia

unity, M. P. Hayden presented sn article in the Christian

Stenderd. He stated that in the lignt of Episcopal bids for

Christ
unity it is not clear that such unity would be Christian.

X

Jackson, op, cit,, pp. 80-82.
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alone ig the suthority in his church, The historic episconate
lacks divine authority, The historic episcopate came into exist-
ence through a departure from the primitive church, * Here the
issue rests. Untll men refuse to rely upon tradition, refrain
from succumbing to ecclesiastical ambitions, get beyond the
accretions of the centuries to an unbissed study of the ministry
of the New Testament church, this confllct will continue.
Gustaf Aulen, to whose message reference was made earlier,
said that
the task of the Ministry is to serve Christ by serving the
Church in her endeavours to penetrate the human world as
deeply and as widely as possible. In this work the Ministry
possesses suthority given by Christ, but this authority is
not a personal authority, only an authority of service.
Finally, service in the Church ls obviously not con-
fined to the lkinigtry. In fact, all the memgers of the Church
are called to be servants in different ways.
Again, the VWorld Council hesrd Clarence Craig say that "Jesus
made it clear that here was no place for lordship emong His
disciples. Fre-eminence comes only through humble service."?
He also noted that the words "minigter" and ngervent" are
alternative translations of the Greek. ie mentions apostles,
prophets, teachers, bishops, elders, deacons snd indicates that

55 5 1]
they were all engaged in minigtry, in service. He say® there

wag no place in the New Testament for ministers who should bear

rist
the title of priest" becamuse all believers were priests and Chris

t
wasg the great digh Priest.4 There was no hierarchiocal developmen
. -t 'Il

1M. P. Hayden, "Episcopal Proposals For Chré;tign U?i.y
Christian Stendard, Vol. LXII, No. 37, Sept. 10, 192/, P. i
Zien's Digorder and God's Design, Section I, DPD. 27 .

5Ibid., p. 36.
4Ipid., p. 38.
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within the New Tegtament Church. Craig frankly says that

as to develop an adminigtrative hierarchy

mltimately the Church W

d deacons,
& no one particular pattern of

of bishop, elders, &n but this is not found within the

New Testament, which prescribe
administration."l Therefore, any attempt to egtablish such
extra—biblical resgsons for the bssis.

hierarchy must use
4 be done at smeterdam wag to

The best that coul

acknowledge

nour churches are too much dominated by ecclesiastic official-

that
instead of giving vig

dom, clericsal or lay,
the full rights of the con
n the commol 1ife in th
jled to egtablish a Té

oTrous exnregsion to

gregation end the gharing of clergy and.

e body of Christ."2 The ecumenical

people 1
movement has fa levance with the New

Tegtament concept of the Ministry.

lipid., p. 35.
21p1d,, p. 209.
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Conclusion

Though we have been unable to find much in the ecumenical

mo vement that 18 perfectly relevant to the New Tegtament Church,

are we warranted in neglecting the mo vement altogether? There

sare some among us who have answered this question in the

affirmative.

To our sorTrow we find every phage of the original
unity violated. There jg confuslion as to creed, nsme,
organizatlon, worshin, method and 1desls of evangelism

I am not

end objective for church gotivities . . -
interested in uniting denominations. I sm interested in

uniting God's peopleé. . - -
"jorld Fellowship"——many leaders undertake too
jrit of brotherly love in the

much. Lf I can maintain a SP
I have fully met wmy responsibility

church where I minister,
le matter of Christian unity.

g not gufficient.

in the who
protest that this 1

oungel jsolation from such 2 movement.
movenment, the face of which 1s

toward the unity which we exist to T

t we shall pecome an insignificant backwash at the
edge of @ mighty streal. - = = But 1f we have a real con-
tribution—-and we verily believe We nave--we must be in the
ecumenical movement TO make 1t.

firet and moel importent

There are others who

My conclusion ig that ny

responsibility jg to the people whom I serve. My calling is
a to present every

to serve and teach and 1ive that I may be abl

rfect in Chrise ot begin to

t, Jesus. A man cann

person 1 serve pe
of having Chriet perfectly formed within

red with the unl

approach the high goal
versalltly of the

himself unless he is acqualin
ng him. Christ loved me and gave

Christ who is savi
lW. R, walker, nihen All God's Peovle Are One," Chrigtian
standard, Vo1, LXILI, No. 43, Oct. 77,1928, PPe 1091, 109%.

himgelf foT

r Our Brotherhood, n The

2. Lyall Williams, wihithe
p. 75%.

Cnristian Evengelist, Vol. 86, No. 20, July o8, 1948,
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me,; but God so loved the world that he
4 be limited indeed if it were bound

gave his Son., Our

fellowship in Christ woul

to the one congregation with which we are locally associated.

For this reason the study of the ecumenical movement has

broadened my vigion., &S long as8 there is an opportunity within

the movement to raige a volice against gectarianiem or a voice

ing the church as God desi

there lsg some concern in the move-

in favor of reallz gned it, we ought

to be a part of it., Since

the New Tegtament church, the Digciples of Chriet

regtoration ought always t

ment about
o be encouraging

with their plea for

thig concern.
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