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FOREV.ORD

A study of Fraenkfort High School basketball
players was made for the following reasonss (1) I am
interested in the game 1tself and those individuals who
participate; (2) I was teachling in the Frankfort School
at the time that I started this lnvestigstion, so I had
access to certaln necessary information; (3) I considered
Frankfort High School as one of only & few schools which
has had a coach for a long term of service that has proe
duced excellent indlvidual and team performance consise
tentlye.

The writer 1s greatly indebted to Coach Rverett
N, Case for hls assistance 1n securing addresses of the
individuals studied, to Dr. A. B, Carlile for his value-
able suggestions and advice, and to Miss Virginie Huxforad
for the typing of the dissertation.

JeD.M,

Clayton, Indtiana
1941
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Problem. Popular opinion is divided into two general
groups as to the value of basketball activitlies, one group
holding that training in basketball wlll transfer to actual
life situatlions, while the other contends that 1t is a waste
of time to spend hours in practicing and in trips which ne-
cessitate absence from academic work. In general, this
study seeks to give some evidence on this question, through
an examination of the subsequent careers of the boys who
were basketball players in Frankfort High 8chool during the
years from 1919-1940,

The study seeks to answer the following general
questions in regard to their physical, education, marital,
occupational status, and gengraphical locations
1. Where are the Frankfort High S8chool varsity basketball

players of 1919-1940, and what are they doing?
2. To what extent have they furthered thelr schooling?
3. Have they continued thelr basketball experience since
leaving high school?
4, Of what value has basketball been to these boys after

leaving high school?
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5., How do the maris made by this group of athletes com-
pare with those made by non-athletes in the same hipgh
school?

6. Is there a difference between members of championship
teams and non-chempionship teams on the points named
above? |

Information to supply the answers was secured by
a guestlionnaire ss explained under Method and Source of
Data. Detailed questlons on the preceding general questions

are shown in the questionnalire in the appendix,

Method end Source of Datse. The names and year of graduation
of each Frankfort High Bchool varsity basketball player
during the years 1919-1940 were secured from the high school
year books. Addresses of the players were secured from

the PFrankfort city directory, telephone directory, Coach
Everett Ne Case and the athletic department, and from
friends and relatives of those who live outslde the city,
Academic records were secured from the high school office.
Questionnalres were sent to those whose addresses were
secured. Then data were tabulated from the questionnaires

that were returnede

Definition of Terms. Varsity refers to those ten players

on the basketball team or what 1s commonly called the

"pirst team” or ®first ten®.
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Limitation of the Study. This is & study of the 104

varsity basketball players of the Frankfort, Indiana, High
School from 1v1l9-1940, This number includes graduates and

nonegraduates,

Simllar Studies. The following study does not refer to a

group of athletes, but to hlgh school graduates 1ln general,
However, the study 1s simllar in other respects,
I. A study of the 1930 graduates of the Indianapolis
Schools was made by H. L. Harshmen, director of administra-
tive research of the Indlanapolis school system. This
survey reached 1,201 men and women of 1,991 who graduated
from the 8lx Indlanapolis High Schools during that year.
This gave the survey a €0 per cent coverage.
The following results were shown:
a. More than 92 per cent are steadlly employed.
b, Elght of every ten live in Indlanapolis.
¢e An inverse ratio 1s shown In the survey between
average grades made 1in high school and marriages
that followed.
d. High scholastlc ratings did not always lead to
college.
3. School grades and salaries showed a close relatlione
ship. Those who made the better class marks in

high school are recelving the hisher salaries.
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f. Subjects listed by the graduates as thosec most

valuable in helping them to find employment were

mathemat ' cs, shop and sclence for the boys, and

comnercial courses, English, home economics and

mathemetics for the girls.l

II. In 1940, John Tunis, ex-Harvard athlete, well-
known for his books, articles and broadcasts on football
and other sports, made a study entitled, "What Happens to
All-Americens?" The study was made to find what has become
of the 1930 All-American football team, chosen by Grent-
1snd Rice, dean of sportswrilters. Twelve individuals were
chosen, one being an alternate. Tunis found that all had
good jobs and good health. About one-half of them were
st1l1l playing or coaching. Their annual earnings over the
last five years have ranged from a $2,700 minimum to a
$7, 500 maxlmum. All were working, whereas statistics show
& per cent of all college graduates unemployed. Financlally
these were gbove the average college man, who earns §2,400
& year nine years after graduating. All but one had college

degrees. Eleven of the twelve were married.®

ly,. L. Harshman, "1930 Indianapolle Graduates",
Indlanapolis News, (February 6, 1941)

©punis, "What Happens to All-Americsns?", Look
Magazine, (December 17, 1941), 42. R
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IIT. J. Me Jacobson summarlzes the results of
seventeen studies deuling with the problem of "lffect of
Athletics on the Scholarship’ and Health of Growing Youths.®
These studies were confined to the high school period. He
summarizes them as followss

a. The high school athletes studied are of average
mental ability.

b. Athletes stand as high as, 1f not slightly higher
than, non-~athletes in academic achlevement as
measured by school marks,

ce The scholarshlp of athletes does not seem to sufe
fer appreciably during the perlod of participation.
Until further investigations wlth more reflned
methods have been made, 1t would seem that the
opponents of high school athletics must seek else=~
where than in the scholastic records of athletic
participants for the justification of their views.®
IV. Rowland H. Jones of Washington High School 1n

Indisnapolls made a study of and answered the followlng
questions "Is the intelligence of high school athletes
greater or less than that of non-athletest" The data were
obtained at the Washington High School in Indlanapolis. A

comparison was made of the intelligence quotients of athe-

3J’. M. Jacobson, "Athletics and Scholarship in the
High School®™, The School Review, 1931, 39, pp. 280-287.



letes end non-atnleisz,
the results weére cumme: .’ zed ir. Mr. Jones' siucy as
followss
8., ‘hese hign sciool crthletes are more intelllpent than
ncu-athletos, s shown by thi. test.
be These is a cmulles percentage of athlctes tian none-
athletes in the lowsr intelligeace levels.
c. A lucger percentage of the athletes than of the
non-athletes is 1n the normel and superior groups
cf intelllgence.
de In the very supcr.c and near goniuo groups the
pexrcentage of athlétes and non-&thic¢tes ls spprox-
imately the st 0%
V. Eclen Farmer Hawkins mede 8 survey of the occapew
tions of the graduates of Elkton, Maryland, High Schuol.
It atteupts to determine the kinds ol work In whkich former
students sare and heve been enguged since lecving Liigh schoolj
to learn locations of employrent arnd positions held; to
determine the namier of students now married and having
children; end %o determine the hobbles which ure enjoyed.
The study conclud:s that graduates wers superior to drop-

outs in both mental abllity and scholastic achlevement; that

4R. BE. Jones, "Intelligence of High 3chool Athletes®,
Schooi and Soclety, September 21, 1335b.
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the boys sre employed chlefly in manufacturing, mechanical
industries, trade, and clericel occupatlions; that girl
graduates have gone into clerical occupatlons and profes-
slonal service mainly, while drop-out girls are employed
in domestic and personal service.9

VI. 8idney Glickman made a study of the academlc
standing of athletes &t Brooxlyn College 1n relation to
non-athletes, He compares and evaluates the academlc
standing of athletes engaglny in particular sports, wlth the
academic standing of the general student body; and shows
the relatlonship in scholarship of athletes who engage in
more than one sport to that of the general student average.
Pindings show that the academic rating of the fall athletes
1s below that of the general student average and 1s below
the athletic group as a whole; the ratlng of the spring
athletes 18 higher than the non-athletes; and the rating
of two sport athletes is lower than that of either the athe-
letes or the non-athletes.®

VIile Marvin L. Snoddy made a comparison of scho=
lastic achlievements of high school athletes and non-athletes

of Greene County, Indlaeana., The study attempts to determine

5R. A. Gray, Bibliography of Research Studies in
Education, 1938-1939.

6R. A. Gray, Bibliography of Research 8Studies in

Fducation, 1936-1937.
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whether participation in organized, interscholastic athletlcs
in the twelve high schools of '‘reene County had any effect
on academic schlevement as measured by standardized achleve-
ment tests., The study indicates that partlicipation In athe-
letics by high school students had no detrimental effect
upon their scholastic rating during their high school careers.
The study cltes some evidence that particlpation in athletics
caused the athlete to do better work in school that he would
if certalin scholastic requirements were not placed upon him
to make him eliglble for particlpation In athletics. The
study concludes that 1f the school 1s to educate the child
in the broadest s<nse, partlicipation in some athletlic pro=-
gram ls of Iimportance to both the pup!l and the community.7

Although the first of these similar studies does not
refer to athletes alone, all of these references state
def'inite facts to show that the careers of high school and
college graduates are affected by the different types of
training received while in school. Some of these studles
show that partlcipation in high school and college athletlcs
proves to be an asset, and other studles state that parti-
cipation in athletics has very little to do with class

marks. Then the other studles show thet cluss marks are

vIndiana State Teachers College. The Teachers
College Journal, July, 1939.
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lower because of participation in athletlcs at certain times

during the school year.



CHAPTER II
FINDINGS

In thlis chapter, an analyslis of the results of the
returned questionnaires are shown in tsbles. Data in these
tavles show numbers and percentages used in answering the
questions stated iIn the problem of this study.

Table 1 shows the occupations of former Frankfort
High School boys who played basketbull during the years
1919-1940. 1In thie table and in most of the other tables,
there ls a comparison of members of champlonshiip teams and
non-championshlp teams. Specifically, the championship
group includes the runner-up team of 1924 and the state
champlons of 1u25, 1929, 1936, and 193Y. 1In Table 1 the
occupations of sixty-seven Individuals who returned the
questionnuires are classified according to the nlan of the
United States Census Bureau. Table 1 shows that the hi hest
pércentuge of those that returned questionnalires sre eme
ployed 1n the manufacﬁurlno and mechanical industries,
showing 33.9% per cent, and in the trades, showing 33.93
per cent. This is in agreement with the per cent of men
in general engaged in the seme cccupatlons, as shown by
the United States Census Report. Not any are engaged in

10
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agriculture as compared to 24.0 per cent of men in general,

Ten individuals not included in this occupetional grouping

ere students at the present time, and one individual reports

that he is unemployed.

TAELL 1

"WHAT ARE THE PRESENT OCCUPATIONS OF THE BOYS WHO PLAYLD
BASKITBALL IN THF HIGH SCHOOL OF FRANKFORT,
INDIANA, DURING THF PERIOD 1919-1940%"

e T T T T S A
Occupation Paroenbags
Classification Men in P.H.S,. Champlonship| Non-Chempionship
General |[E.B. Players Team Members Team Members
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Agl"i culture 24.0 ¢ o Q 20
Forestry and

Fishing ol .0 «0 « O
Extraction of

Minerals 2.1 0 «0O 0
Manufacturing and

Mechanical Ine

dustries 37.8 33493 52.0 24.24
Transportation &

Communication Fe6 Se 57 «0 6,06
Trade 12.5 33.93 16,0 42,42
Public Service

{not elsewhere

classifled) 1.7 6.35 4,0 6.06
Professlonal Sers

vice 4.4 17.86 24,0 12.1%2
Domestic and Pere

sonsl Service Se' 1.79 4,0 303
Clerical Occupa=

tion 4.2 3457 « 0 6.06

Total 100. 100. 100. 99 99

Table 1 is read in the following manner: The percentage of
men 1n general enguaged Iin agriculture is 24.0. In the other three
groups of individuals there 1s no percentige enguped in agriculture.
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As shown in Table 2, 45 per cent or almost one-

half of the number whose addresses were secured, live in
Frankfort. Table 2 includes the names of thirty~eight
cities 1n fourteen states in which these men are located.
Twenty-two of these cltie¢s are In Indlana. As to mobility,
some individuals have changed addresses since graduation
from high school because they have gone to other states to

attend college or obtaln employment.
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TABLE 2

AND STATLES

ARL

HIGH BCHOOL BASKETBALL PLA

THE

FORMER FRANEFORT
YERS LIVINGS™

I

o
-

ercentage
City State

F.H.S.

Baskete

ball Champion|Non-Champion

Players|Members Yembers

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Frankfort Indiana 45.0 48,7 4243
Gary Indians a9 205 5.7
Los Angeles Californisa Sed 5.1 1.9
Whiting Indiana B0 5.1 1.9
West Lafayettel Indisna 242 5.1 e 0
Indianapollis Indieana 2.2 e Bet3
Chicago Illinois 2.2 2e5 1.9
South Rend Indlana 2.2 Bl + 0
adison VWisconsin 2,2 «Q 38
8t. Louls Missourl 2.2 Zed 1.9
Lebanon Indilana l.1 25 e
Kokomo Indiana 1.1 « 0 1,9
Nappanee Indiana 1.1 o0 1.9
Birmingham Alabanea - 1.1 .0 1.9
Lincoln Nebraska 1.1 + O 1.9
Akron Ohio 1.1 U 1.9
Marion Indiana 1:sl +0 l.9
Sheridan Indlana l.1 o0 1.9
Cleveland Ohio l.1 2.5 «0
Gas Clty Indiana 1.1 2.5 o0
Crawiordsvillel Indiansa 1.1 2e5 e
Gallup New Mexico l.1 2.8 &
Southport Indiana 1.1 245 0
Columbus Indiana 1.1 U 1.9
Rahweay New Jersey l.1 «0 1.9
Flint Michigan 1.1 «0 le®
Anderson Indiana l.1 .0 1.9
Kempton Indilana 1.1 +0 1.9
Monrose Loulsiana 1.1 Zeb 0
Lakeworth Florida 1,1 «0 1.9
Elkhart Indlana 1.1 «0 1.9
Compton California 1.1 o0 1.9
Houston Texas B . « U 1.9
Knox Indiana 1.1 «0 1.9
Bloomington Indiana 1.1 o0 1.9
Rossville Indisana 1.1 2.5 «0
Convoy Ohio 1.1 2e5 «0
Table 2 18 read as follows: 45 per cent of F.H.S.

basketball players live in Frankfort; 48.7 per cent of the
championship team members live in Frankfort; and 42.3 of
the non-champlonship group live there.
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The percentage of Frenkfort High School basketball
players golng to college 1s glven in Table 3. The baskete
ball players in generul are shown in one group, the cheme
plonship team members are given as a separate group and the
non=-championship team members a&s another group. All show
a percentage much above that given for boys in general.
0f the slxty~seven basketball players who returned question-
naires, forty-three individuals, or 65.235 per cent attended

college.

TAFLE 3
"PHE PERCENTAGE OF FHANKFORT HIGH
SCHOOL BASKETBALL PLAYERE ATe
TENDING COLLIGLE.®™

Percentage

8Boya in general S7e2
Frankfort High School

Basketball Players 835425
Championship HMembers 47 . 47

Non«Championshlp Members 64,28

The names of the colleges and universities whilch
these Frankfort varslity basketball players attended are
given in Teble 4. Purdue leads the other schools having
enrolled 20.4 per cent of these former basketball players.

Chicago, Butler, and Indisna are next, all having the same

8Department of the Interior, Bureau of Educatlon,
Biennisl Survey of Education, 192£2-1924,
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percentage, which 1s 8,16, Then come Wabash, Franklin,
Wlsconsin, and Southern California with a percentage of
6e¢12, Only one or two individuals attended the other
colleges. Frankfort players attended seven of the "Big
Ten" collezes. The highest percentage of the championship
group attended Purdue, Butler, or Southern Californlia.
8ix have attended more than one institution of higher
learning, ive of these working on advanced degrees.
Twenty-one different institutions have a representation

from this group of athletes,
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TABLE 4

"WHAT PERCENTAGE OF FRANKFORT HIGH SCHOOL BASKLTBALL
PLAYERE ATTENDED EACH INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

LEARNINGT®
. e —
FCHOSQ
BeBe |[Champlons | Non-Champions
SchOOl Players % %
(1) (2) (3) (4)

Purdue 2004 30,0 13.8
Chicago 8416 N 13.8
Butler 8.16 15.0 Sed
Indiana 8416 5.0 103
Wabacsh Bs12 0 10,3
Pranklin 6.12 10.0 Bed
Wisconsin 6.12 5.0 6.9
Southern California 6.12 15.0 «0
Michigan State 4.08 QO 6.9
Illinols 4,08 5.0 3ed
Columbia 2.04 «0 Sed
Bradley Tech 2.04 »0 Sed
U.8. Military Academy 2.04 5.0 o0
Indiana Law School 2.04 20 Sed
University of Michigan 2.04 «0 Sed
Texas Unlverslity 2.04 o0 Se.é
Indiana Central 2.04 «Q Sed
Compton Glendale 2o U4 «0 Sed
Ventura Junior College 2.04 «0 3.4
Modesto, California 2.04 5.0 « 0
Iowa 2.04 5.0 0

Table 4 should be reads 20.4 per cent of the
Frankfort Hlgh School basketball players attended Purdue;
30,0 per cent of the champions attended Purdue; and 13.8
per cent of the non-champlons attended Purdue.

The major subjects which these Frankfort High
School basketball players studlied in college are shown
in Teble 5. The material in this table 1s reported in

frequencies. Some indlvliduals mentioned as many as four
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different divisions. Physlcal education ranks highest as
one would expect from a group interested in basketball,
History snd English rank second in frequency. The fre-
quency of the remainder of the subjects ranges from five
to ones, This is in harmony with reports from colleges
-that many athletes who major in physical educatlion, have
history as & minor. Twelve of the fifteen boys that
named physical education as a major subject were members

of the champlonship group.
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TAELE ©

"WH.T WERE THE MAJOR SUBJECTE STUDIED BY THE FRANKe
FORT HIGH SCHOOL VARSITY BASKETBALL PLAYT RS
WHO ATTENDED COLLIGE?"

Ma jor Subject
(1)

e e

Non-Chawmpions

£
(3)

F.HeS,
BQBO Boys
In General

£
(4)

Physical FEducation
English

History

Economics

Accounting
Mathematics

Sciences

Eocial

Law

Business Administration
General Business
Blological Secience
Mechanical Enginecring
Education

Military

Electrical Engilneering
Psychology

Business Finance
Latin

Anatomy

Clvil Englneering

-
e

OHFHFKHMNMNONNDHRORHHDN® G

HOOOOCOOCNOHOUWHKFHMHIDIIOW

Bt e e et e B et e DO B0 3 0GR € 2O DO i

Teble 5 should be read in the following menner:
12 of the champion team members chose physlcal education
as their major subject; 3 non-champion team members chose
physical education as thelr major; and 15 Frankfort High
School basketball players In general chose physical educae

tion as thelr major sub

Ject.

Taeble 6 shows the number that graduated from cole

lege and degrees recelved.

One individual holds three

degrees, the Bachelor of Arts, Master of Secience, and
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Doctor of Philosophy; one holds two degrees, the Bachelor
of Arts, and Master of Sciencej; and two have Bachelor of
Arts and Bachelor of Laws degrees., The remainder have the
Baccalsureate degree. The average number of years of
college work taken by those who did attend college,
graduates and non-graduates, was 3.27 years,

The individual who has the Doctor of Philosophy
degree is a college professor and the others who have

degrees have good jobs.

TABLE 6

"HOW MANY RECEIVED DEGREES AWD WHAT DEGREES
WERL RECEIVED BY THOSL BASKLTBALL
PLAYERS THAT ATTENDED COLLEGE?"

—_—
Non= F.H.S+ BoOys

Degree Received Champions |Champions|in General
4 £ 4
(1) (2) (3) (4)

Bachelor of Arts, Master of
Science, and Doctor of Phie
losophy

Bachelor of Sclence, Master
of Science

Bachelor of Science

Bachelor of Arts

Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of
Laws

Master of Arts

Assoclated Arts

Total 10 19

Table 6 indicates the number from each group that
received degrees and the degrees that they hold.

HOO GBuoC O
CHND HaH
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As shown In Table 7, of those forty-three who ate
tended college, thirty-sixz individuals, or 83.72 per cent
played college basketball, Approximately 94.74 per cent of
the champlonship group played college basketball, while
only 82.61 per cent of the non-championsg played basketball
In college. However, at the same time, the fact that several
did not play college basketball, contradicts the populsar
bellef that many high school players go to college to play
basketball, or enter college on the basis ol their basket-

ball ability.

TABLE 7

"OF THESE BOYS THAT ATTENDED COLLEGE, WHAT
PERCENTAGE PLAYED COLLEGE BASKETBALL?®

S e o e e

Group Percentage

Frankfort High School

Basketball Players 83.73
Champions 94,74
Non-Champions 82.61

In order to indicate the carry over of basketball
after graduation from high school, the present hobbles of
Frankfort High School varsity basketball players are given
In Table 8. 8Some Individuals indicated having as many as
four hobbles, while others saild they had none., Many dif-

ferent hobbles were named and in this table, "All Sports"
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twelve times; pasketball, twelve times; and golf

d ten timese

where "All Sports" was

was named
It 18 not surprising

next, which was mentione

i )
that basketball leads. HoweVeT,
1t might and probably does include

given a8 8n answer,

basketballe
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TABLE 8

"WHAT ARE THE HOBBIES OR PASTIMES OF THE
BOYS THAT PLAYED HICGH SCHOOL BA8e
RKETBALL FOR FRANKFORT DURING
1919-1940?"

Non"’ F.Hof‘.‘;c oo
Champions|Champlons|Boys in General

Hobby or Pastime £ £ £
(1) (2) (3) (4)

All Sports 6 6 12

Basketbsll 6 6 12

Golf 10

Reading :

Hunting

Fishing

Bridge

Baseball

Shows

Swimning

Bowllng

Football

Collection of Sports
News

Working

Sailing

Areo, Englineering

Tennis

Photogreaphy

Auto Driving

Radio

Music

Mechanlcal Drawing

Many

None

Not Checked

Table 8 is read as followss 6 of the champlon team
members, 6 of the nonechamplonshlp group, and 12 of the
Prankfort High School basketball boys in general have bas~
ketball as their hobby.

HNOCOCOOCOCCHKHKE HOCROOCHRUWE
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As shown in Table 9, four of the group of one

hundred four are deceased. This is 3.85 per cent of the
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total numver, One was killed in an automobile accldent

While attending a university, All four of the deceased

Vere members of championshlp teaus,

TABLE 9
"HOW MANY OF THE 104 INDIVIDUALS BEING
INVESTIGATED ARE DECEASEDZ"

FlHoSo B.B.
Non-Champions Boys in Gen-

Champions
eral
Number Living 39 B 100
Number Deceased 4 o 4
Total 43 61 104

Table 9 shows the number living or deceased in

Sach group.

In an attempt to determine student opinion regarding

the value of basketball experience, the following question

"Has playing high school basketball helped you

Was askeds
Table 10

in any way since graduation from high school?"
Contains the statements of these boys, telling how basket-
ball training has helped them since leaving high school,
Eighty per cent stated that they had benefitted socially
8ince graduation, while twenty per cent said they hag not
benefitted from basketball training since leaving high

Table 10 shows that the most lmportant help was

School,
Details were not mentioned othep

in obtaining employment.
than social contacts and frlendships formed while & membep
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of the team, Basketbell training also helped many to go
to college. The next items in line are such permanent

values as sportsmanship, cooperation, friendships, etc.
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TABLE 10

YHOW HAS DASKETBALL TRAINING HELPED FRANKFORT BASKET-
BALL PLAYERS SINCE LIAVING HIGH SCHOOL?"

e — e —— ——— S ———
None F.H.8: B.B.
Champlons|Champions| Boys in Gen- How Helped
eral

f £ f

(1) (2) (8) (4)

6 4 10 Helped obtain employment

“ 4 8 Helped to go to college

3 & 6 Sportsmanship

: S 4 Cooperation

2 3 S Make friendships

S 0 3 Through experience and
psychology

0 S S Developed & strong mind
and body

3 O 3 Social contacts

1 2 3 Helped physically

1 1l 2 Helped in playing ball

0 2 2 Learned self-confldence

0 1 | Occupied time wit! bene-
ficlal interest

0 1 1 Stimulated competitive
spirit in all things

O 1 i i Learned to make decisions
quickly

o 1 i Start on road to clean
living

v 1 1 Taught to think and act
quickly

0 A 1 Helped mentally

0 1 1 Helped morally

0 1 1 Helped materially

O i 1 Helped to apply oneself

0 1 1l Pleasant memories

¢] 1 1 Learned perserverance

o 1 i Provided introduction

0 1 1 Helped secure coaching posle
tion

0 4 1 Gained knowledge through
traveling

: 0 1 Helped soclally

O a 1 Helped flnanclally

The above table 1s reud as follows: 6 of the chame
plons, 4 of the non-champions, and 10 of the basketball play=-
ers In general say that basketball experience helpe! them
obtain employment.
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In an attempt to show facts regarding high school
scholarship, records of basketball players, the permanent
record cards of the 104 basketball players were examined,
As shown in Table 11, nine (9) of the one hundred
four (104) did not graduate end that ninety-five (98) did
graduate from high school. As to percentsce, 8,656% did

not graduste and 91.35% did graduate from high school.

TABLE 11

"HOW MANY OF THL 104 VARSITY BASKETBALL PLAYERS
GRADUATI D FROM HIGH SCHOOL?"

— - s

e e ) e Pon e

Number Percentage
Chame | Non- Basket~|Cham- |Non- |Baskete
pions|Cham= | ball plons |Cham=- | ball
plons Boys pions | Boys
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7)
Number Graduated 39 56 95 90,6 | Y1.8 91.35
Humber 4dld not
Graduate 4 5 ] Qed 8.2 8465
Total 43 61 104 9949 (100,00 | 100,00

Table 11 shows both numbers and percentages of each
group that did or did not graduate from hligh schoel.

In Table 12, the one hundred four individuals being
studlied are divided into thirds, according to class marks.
Players are ranked either in the highest one-third, middle
one-third, or lowest one~third of their classes in high

schoole The flrst column shows the individual's class
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standing, the second column shows the number of players
in each division, and the last column glves the percentages.
Table 12 shows that the largest per cent of Frankfort

basketball players were in the middle one-third of their

" high school classes.

TABLE 12

"WHAT WAS EACH VARSITY BASKETBALL PLAYER'S
HICH SCHOOL CLASS RANKIWG?®

als

Individu

Number Percentage
(1) (2) (3)
Highest one-third 15 14.42
Middle one=-third 49 47,11
Lowest one-third 40 o7+ 59
Total 104

A further comparison of the marks made by this
group of basketball players 1s shown in Table 13, in which
the average class marks made by non-basketball boys, baskete
ball boye in general, championship team members, snd non-
championshins team members are compared. Included in thils
comparison are the one hundred four Frankfort High School
basketball players, 550 non~bassketball players during the
same perlod, 43 players in the champlon group, and €61 in
the non-champlon group. The average mari of the non-

basketball player group is 84,15, while that of the basket-
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ball player is 83,76 The chaempions average class merk is
82435, while that of the non-champion group 1s 84.42. There
is very little difference in the average class marks of

these four different groups.

TABLE 13

"GRADES OF NON-EBASKETBALL PLAYERS, BASKETBALL
PLAYERS, CHAMPIONS AND NON~CHAMPIONS,."

NoneBagketw Baskete Non-

Grades ball Boys ball Boys Champions | Champions

£ 4 < 4 4

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
98 i (4] 0 0
o7 7 O 0 0O
96 5 1 1 0
95 9 3 0 3
94 6 4 0 4
93 1 0 0 0
92 ' 8 0 o 0
91 39 4 1 3
20 21 0 Q 0
89 13 3 1 2
84 22 4 3 1
87 36 10 4 6
86 21 4 1 3
85 31 8 4 4
84 71 16 5 11
83 53 S b 3 e
82 16 5 3 2
81 35 T 3 4
80 54 13 5} 6
79 30 1) 4 4
78 22 2 2 0
i d 42 7 4 3
76 2 1 1 0
75 S5 3 O 3
Total 5850 104 43 61

M e 84,15 M = 83,76 M= 82,83 M = 84.42
Table 13 shows the number of each group that made
the grade or class mark given in the first column.
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Table 14 shows that the average number of credits
earned per individual was 34.11, which means that these
players easrned an average of 2,11 credits above the re=
guired number of thirty-two credits for graduation from

high sc¢hool,.

TABLE 14

"WHAT WAS THI AVILRAGE NUMBER OF CREDITS EARNED
BY FRANKFORT HIGH SCHOOL BASKET-
BALL PLAYERS?"

Average Credits Farned
Credits Required Basketball None
for Graduation Boys in Gen. | Champions| Champions
(1) (2) (3) (4)
32 34,11 33.76 34,356

Table 15 shows that these basketball players do
not feel obligated to just a few persons for thelr success.
Of those who dld name some one or few individuals, 1t is
evident that much deserved credit 1s glven Coach Everett
N. Case for his help while these boys were in high school
and also after leaving high school. Several dld not answer
this question, possibly due to the fact that they could not

give a definite ancswer.
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TABLE 15

TO WHOM ARE THE FORMER FRANKFORT BASKETBALL PLAYTRS
OBLIGATED FOR THEIR SUCCE:SS?®

S A P A

Percentage
To Whom Obligated
Non- Basketball
Champlons |Champions | Boys in CGen,

(1) (2) (3) ] (4)
CQQ’ : Bverett Case 60,0 31.6 4641
.&- a"&.ﬂ.er 10-0 1507 l‘u 0\3
Friends «0 21.0 10.2
Mother and Father 10,0 5.2 7e6
Former Principal 5,0 5.2 5.1
Wife 5.0 B2 501
Erothers 5.0 5.2 6.1
Wife snd Child »0 5.2 2.6
IXﬂIﬂedj ate Fkﬂnll"’ «O S50 2:5

Ward Lambert (Purdue '
Coach) 840 «0 245

Table 15 statcs the percentege of individuals in
each group that feel obligated to the persons named in
column one.

Tabhle 16 sinovws In 8 very general way the present
physlecal condition of these former basketball players. How-
ever, the answers given were based on each Individusl's
own opinion. The physical condition of all was reported
good with the exception of two individuals; one reported
his physical conditlon as fair and another reported hls
physical conditlion as poor. Not one of the Individuals is
an inmate of & mental or pensal institution. A comparison
of basketball players wlth non-basketball players was not

practical due to the difficulty in obtainlng the addresses.



Table 17

"WHAT IS THE
GROUP OF FORMER FRANKFORT HICH

ol

TABLE 16

PRESENT PHYSICAL CONDITION OF THIS

SCHOOL

BACKETBALL PLAYERS?T"

—— *‘f‘f
Number
Condltion
None Basketball
Champions |Champlions|Boys in General
(1) (2) (3) (4)
Good 53 32 65
Fair 0 1 |
Poor Q i 1
Total 33 54 67

Of sixty-seven questionnaires returned, thirty-

24.2 years.

age at which they were married.

eighteen to thirty-elght.

and thirty stated that they were single.

married were twenty-one and twenty-two.

seven of the former athletes stated that they were merried

Thirty gave the

Marrying ages ranged from

The ages at which most were

This 1s shown in

The averesge age of marrlage of thls group is
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TABLE 17

AT WHAT AGES DID THESE FORMER FRANKFORT HICGH SCHOOL
BASKETBALL PLAYERS MARRY?®

Individuals

Champions | ChamSons |Boys 15 Gén.
(1) , (2) (3) (4)

20 b 10 I 20 B

0

o0
OHHHHMHOOHMKFOO
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Mean & 24.2 years



CHAPTER III
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Swomary. This Investigation wus made to determine the
present physlcal, educational, marital, occupational
atatus, and geographlecal location of a group of athletes
after they leave high schools The study carried the
spirit of inguiry in the form of & questlionnalre which
was sent to the Individuale of the group selected for
investigation. The group of boys chosen for thls study
were those who played basketball for the Frankfort, Indlana,
High 8chool during the years of 1919 to 1940.

The data obtained from the answers to the ques-
ticns in the questlionnaires returned and from high school
academiec records are shown in the tables in Chapter TI
(Findings) of this study. From these findings generall-
zations have been made and they are shown in detail telow

under concluslons,.

Conclusicns. The following conclueions are made from

the date obtained in this investigation, After each
conclusion, statements of specific facts are glven which

substantiate the conclusion.

33
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QUESTION Hoe 1s. "What are the present oceupations of the
boys who played basketball in the high school of Frankfort,
Indisna, during the perlod 1919-1040%"

1. Of men in general, 37.3 per cent are engaged Iin
the manufacturing and mechanical industries. Of
this group of basketball players, 33.93 per cent
are engsged in manufacturing and mechanical ine
dustries.

2. According to this group, basketball players do not
choose agriculture, forestry and flshing, or ex-
traction of minerals as occupations. None of
these boys are in the above named occupations.

The location of Frankfort, Indiana would naturally
have & bearing on this.

3, Thirty-five different kinds of work were named by
this group indicating basketball players are not
different from other groups in that they choosze
a variety of occupstions rether than any certain
one or a few.

4, Very few of these individuals choose basketball
as a profession. Only three individuals are now
playing professional basketball in additlon to
thelr regular vork.

5. lMore of these players are entered in business than

in the professions. It usually takes more time
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and preparstion in preparation for a profes-

slon. As a group, there 1g a2 small percentage in

the professionsl flelds,

QUESTION No. 2+ "In what cities and states are the for-
mer Frankfort High School basketball players living?"

l. Almost one-half of these men still live in or near
Frankfort, Indlane. Forty-five per cent of them
are living there,

2. Twenty-one ol these basketball players are living
in other states. Table 2 shows thet these men
live in thirty-eight cities and in fourteen dife-
ferent statez from coast to coast.

3. Most of the cities named as the homes of thece
basketball players are as large asg or have &
greater population than Frankfort, Indians, where
they attended high school, This perhaps helps to
account for so many having entered the manufacturing

and mechanical industries.

1. A higher than average per cent of Frankfort High
School basketball players attended college. From
the questionnaires returned, 63.23 per cent attended
college. This is & much higher percentage than

for boys in general, which is 37,2 per cent.
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QUESTION Noe 4o M"What percentage of TFrankfort High School
basketball plavers have attended each institution of
higher learning?"

l. Very few attended more than one institution of
higher learning. Only six of this group attended
more than cne college.

2, More went to schocl at Purdue than to any other
college. The percentsge attending that institu-
tion was 20.4. A reason for this night be due
to the fact that Lafayette is only twenty-Tive
miles from Frankfort. ‘

%, Meny different colleges were attended by individuals
in the group being studled., Twenty-one colleges
have had representatives from this group. BSeven
"pig Ten" schools are in this list.

4, Indiana colleges have received the largest number
of Frankfort players as students, Of those indivi-
duals attending college, 53.04 per cent have at-

tended Indiana institutlons.

QUISTION NOe B¢ "What were the major subjects studied by

the Prankfort High School varsity basketbail players who
attended college?"

1. Several different subjects were chosen as majors.

Twenty~-one major subjecte were named in the replles



e

~

a7
to the questlionnsires.
Puysical educatlon ranks highest in the list of
major subjects. English, history, and economlcs
rank near physlcal education.
Basketball players do not let basketball alone
determine thelr cholece of major subjects. HMany
sub jects, far removed from physical education,

were chosen as major subject fields by this groupe.

QUEESTION Noe. 6+ "How many received degrees end what de-

grees were received by those besketball players that ab-

tended college?"

1.

2.

Se

The Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science de-
grees are the most common. Nine received Bachelor
of Science and four received Bachelor of Arts
degrees. Two have both the Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Laws degrees,

Pew get advanced degrecs, One indlividual has &
Bachelor of Arts, Master of Sclence, and CUuctor of
Philosophy, end one individual holds a Bachelor of
Science and Master of Sclence., 7The remainder have
one degree,

About half of those attending college have recelved
degrees., Nineteen of the 104 individuals have

received degrees. Ten are students at the present
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time.

QUELTION Noe 7. "Or these boys thaet played high school

basketball, what percentage played college basketball?”

1l A high percentage of high school basketball nlayers
pley college basketball when they go to college.
83.72 per cent of those who went to eollege played
besketball as students,

2. All of those who go to college do not go for the
sole purpose of nlaying basketball. Of those who
attended college, 16,26 per cent dld not play
college basketball. It is chown in Table 10U that
some entered college because of their basketball
ability.

3. Almost all of the members of the championship
teams that attended college, played basketball
while in college. Of this group 94.74 per cent
played college basketball,

QUILETION No. 8. "™What are the hobbles or pastimes of the

boys that played high school basketball for Frankfort dur-
ing 1919-1940%"
1. Basketball players have many hobbles. Twenty-two
hobbies are named in Table 8.
2, Basketball players do not lose Interest in basket-

ball after gradustion from high school., Basket-
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ball shows & high frequency as compared to other

hobbies.

3, Many Iindividuals have more than one hobby or pas-

time. Several named as many as four or five.

QUESTION Noe 9. "How many of the 104 individuals being

investigated are deceased?"
1. A low mortality rate exlists among Frankfort basket-
ball players. Only four of the 104 are not living.

One of thesc¢ was killed in an automobile sccident

while & university student,

QUISTION No. 10. "How has basketball training helped Frank-
fort basketball players since leaving high school?"

1. The fact that one has played high school basketball
does help one in obtaining employment end in at-
tending college. These two items rank st the top
of the list 1n Table 10.

2, Values received in participation of basketball are
a gniding force in later life. Values named 1n
Teble 10 are those that are lasting.

%, Basketball training helps in a variety of ways.
Twenty-seven different ways were named in the replles

received to the questionnaires.
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No. 11. "How many of the 104 varsity basketball

players

1.

2

graduated from high school?"

A very high percentage of basketball players gradu-
ate from high schocl. The per cent graduated from
Frankfort High ESchool was 91.35.

All players who make good class marks graduate from
high schools Of those who had hlgh marks, all
graduated.

Those who drop out of school or do not graduate,
make the poorest class marks, Those who did not

graduate from Frankfort High School had poor class

marks.

QUISTION No. 12+ "What was each varsity basketball player's

high school class ranking?"

)
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Most high school basketball players make class
marks that are average or better. Forty-nine of
the 104, or 47.11 per cent were in the middle one=-
third of thelr own classes in Frankfort High School.
Fifteen indivlduale were in the upper one-third

and 40 indlviduals were in the lower one-third of
their classes.

These basketball players were good cltizens in
school. All made high citizenship grades. Ac=

cording to the permanent record cards, all made a
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srade of "C" or above.

1. The difference between the mean grades of basketw
ball players and non-basketball players ig not
eignificant. As shown in Table 13, the average
class mark of the 104 basketball nlayers was 53.76
as compared to 84.15 which wes the average mark
of 550U non-basketball players attending the same
school during this period from 1919-1540. Although
the difference is not signifilcant, 1t tends to
cause one to conclude that baesketball players

make slightly lower grades than do non-basketball

playerse

QUESTTION No. 14. "What was the average number of credits

¢arned by Frankfort High School basketball players?”
l. Athletes earn more credits than the minimum number
required for graduation. The group being studied
averaged 2.11 credits more than the number required

for graduation.

ULSTION No. 16, "To whom are the former Frankfort baskete

ball players obligated for their success?"
1. Coaches do much in the preparation for future life

of high school basketball boys. Sixty per cent
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of these Frankfort boys feel obligated to their
high school coach for what he taught them through
thelr basketball experlence and for helping them
to zet Jobs or to go to college.

2. Home environment still must be placed high as a
criterion for success. The immedliate family, other
relatives, and friends are mentiovned in Table 15
as people to whom these players are obligated.

3., It is difficult to succeed wlithout sone cncourage-

ment from relatlives and'friends.

QUESTTON No. 16 "What is the present physicel condition

of this group of former Frankfort High School besketball
vlayers?®
1. Participation in basketball is & physical asset
for future life according to the opinions of the
group being studied. As shown in Table 16, only
two individuels reported their physical condition
not goods.
2., No mentel defects result from basketball training.
None of the 104 individuals are inmates of a mental

or penal ingtltution.

QUESTION No. 17. YAt what ages dld these former Frankfort

High School basketball players marry?"
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l. Of those individuals that play basketball, more

merry when they have been out of high school three

or four years than at any other tlme. Table 17

shows that of the thirty individuals that stated
when they were marrled, more were married at the

ages of twenty-one and twenty~two than at any
other age.

The following general concluslons asg to the value
Of basketball mey be made from the facts found in this
studys

According to the oplnions of the group, basketball

helpg boys to be strong physically and mentually. It enables

them to secure useful employment after graduation., Buaskete
ball also helps boys to become soclallzed and causes them
to keep an interest in school activities after leaving
high school. Certaln trailts learned from basketball
training help to determine the success of individuals.
According to the small percentage that did not graduate,
Interest in backetball serves as an incentive in keeping
meny boys in school and causes them to make better class
marks, Any activity that can do these things for an indiviw
dual is not a waste of time, but it is an asset.

In anawering the general problem and In making a

Summary of what has been found, I would 8ay that basketball
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training and experience while in high school does‘transfer
to sctual 1life situatlions. These Indlviduals are well
physically and mentelly and the mortality rate 1s very low.
Their residences are widely scattered; however, their
occupations show a slight difference from men in general.
More of them have furthered thelr schoolling than do men
in general, A high percentage continued their basketball
training because 1t helped them 1In various ways. These
former players still appreclate what thelr coach has done
for them., Basketball experlence has glven most of this

group an added opportunity for soceclal adjustment,
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APPENDIX

I. The following questionnalre was used in this studys

{Weme) (Street) (City) (State)
Year graduated from high school

State your present vocation or occupation

Where are you employed?

What other Jobs have you held since graduation from high
school? List in order obtalned.

Favorite hol.by or pastime

Are you married? Yes ( ) No ( )

If married, state age when marrled

Number of children. Boys ___ . Glrls ____ .

Present physical condition. Good ( ) Average ( ) Poor ( )
Do you own ( ) or rent ( ) your home?

Have you attended college? Yes ( ) No ()

Where? Number of years in college

Name major subjJects in college

Did you graduate from college? Yes ( ) No ( )

Degrees recelved

Did you play basketball in college? Yes ( ) No ()

Are you right handed ( ), left handed ( ), ambldextrous ( )

45
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in eny way
tball helped you ()
ng high school baske s () No ‘
§§;c§121;g§a€igﬁ from high school? Ye
L 80, how?

T‘ted fOI’
ou feel obligs "
; person to whom y ive his or her
yous sapmeisy RE R o e vy fems
Position or relation tO_FOu'

Comment:
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