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LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT

OF THE MISSOURI SYNOD

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Purpose of the Study

Scientific research in the field of Lutheran education, par-
ticularly in the field of Lutheran elementary education, has until
recent years been negligible. Only summary references are made of
Lutheran schools in publications of an historical nature while other
more detailed information is scattered and fragmentary and may be
found in church periodicals, in convention bulletins and records, in
essays read at conferences and synodical meetings, and the like. Ine
dividuals in the Lutheran Church have repeatedly expressed the desire
for more complete and accessible data. Upon recommendation of boards
of education, school superintendents, and others, the Missourl Synod,
a representative body of the Lutheran Church, has in 1938 passed reso-
lutions urging continued research ia this fisld. Considering that
the system has existed for more than a century and extends to three
continents the problems and possibilities for investigation are many.

No studies of research character have ever been made in this
area, the Central District, one of the three oldest districts in the

1
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Missouri Synod and one where Lutheran schools have been found even
before the organization of Synod. Because the Missouri Synod office
of education has requested that the completed treatise be submitted
to them for reference purposes and also for reasons stated previously
this study was made. The aim is, therefors, 1o supply reliable and
coordinated information on Lutheran education generally and on the

elementary schools of the Central District in particular.

Scope of the Study

This discourse presents significant data relating to major
developments in the elementary school system of the Central District
of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States.
Some inferences are made which are based on information pertaining to
the school system of the entire synod. These data, however, ars used
and interpreted as it affects the schools in this district.

The main divisions of the subject which are developed in the
discourse are the following:

1. Historical introduction to the Missouri Synod Lutheran
school system.

2. Development of the Central District gchool system.

3. Administration and supervision of the local school.

4., Grade organization and the curriculum.

5. Teaching personnel.
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Statement of the Problem
What is the reason for and the status of the elementary schools
in the Central District of the Missouri Synod? The exposition of the
foregoing outline has served as a basis for certain generalizations

and conclusions.

Sources of Material

Data for this study were secursd from the following main sources:
the Proceedings (Synodalberichte) of the general synodical conventions,
published since 1847; also the Central (Mittleren) District Proceedings
of the district=synod conventions, published since 1854; the Lutheran
School Journal, issued since 1865; the Concordia Cyclopedia, a hand=
book of religious information with special reference to the history,
doctrine, work, and usages of the Lutheran Church; the Statistical
Yearbook of the Missouri Synod, published since 1884; the Central Dis-
trict School Bulletin, edited and published by the district school
superintendent from 1920 to 1925. The bulk of the references ussed
were graciously loaned by teachers and pastors of Indianapolis. Huch
of the literature is written in the German language, making it neces-
sary to translate into English any such sources roferred to. All trans-

lations are by the writer.

Methods Employed
Historical research was necessary while tracing the developments
in teacher training, supervision, the curriculum, and other topics of

an historical nature. Such problems as the purposes and objectives of
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Lutheran schools, and the attitude of the Missouri Synod toward the

schools were approached through the philosophical method. Also sta=

tistical data were gathered, tabulated, and used as a basis of the

study.



CHAPTER II

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION TO

THE MISSOURI SYNOD LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SYSTEM

Introduction
Considering the parochial school an agency for ideal Christian

training, a bulwark for church, home, and state, a necessity to

preserve true confessionalism and orthodoxy as well as to harmon=-

ize profession and practice, the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church

?ade its schools a matter of conscience with laity and clergy

4like and thus succeeded in developing and preserving againgt

great odds a system unique in American educational history.-
Since the tenets of this statement are synonymous with Lutheran polity
it may serve as an approach to the present chapter, which is devoted
to & discussion of the attitude of the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church
towards lts parochial schools; the purposes of the Lutheran elsmentary
school; the relation of the Missouri Synod to the day=-schools; the
development of the school system.

Attitude of the Missouri Synod Lutheran Church
toward its Parochial Schools

Organized in 18472 the largest synod of Lutheran Churches in

the United States is the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohilo,

1
Walter H. Beck, Lutheran Elementary Schools in the United
States, p. 101. St. Louis: Concordia Publighing House, 1939.

2Concordia Cyclopedia, L. Fuerbringer, Th. Engelder, P. E.
Kretzmann, Bds. in Chief, p. 485. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing
House, 1927.
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and Other States, comprising thirty-two districts.> The statistice
for 1940 indicate that there are 5,136 congregations and preaching-
stablons, 1,369,235 souls, and 3,359 pastors. Local congregations
within the synod support 1,274 parochial schools, with an enrolment
of 71,702, and a teaching persomnel of 2,253.%

The founders of the Missouri Synod, as it is commonly knownm,
were Saxons who smigrated from Germany and settled in St. Louis and
Perry County, Missouri in 1839. About seven hundred and fifty immi-
grants comprised this group of pioneer Lutherans.5 The "Emigration
Regulations" state clearly the chief reasons for coming to America.
Among others paragraph two is of special interest:

After the calmest and purest reflection they ses the human

impossibility before them to retain, confess, and transmit to their

descendants, this faith while in their present homeland. They are
therefore constrained by their conscience to emigrate and search
for a land where the Lutheran faith is not endangered and where
they can serve God unhindered according to the Word of Grace, by
Him revealed and established, and where they can enjoy the use of
the means of grace, ordained by God for the salvation of all men,
in their completeness and purity and preserve them for themselves
and their descendants.

The sincerity of their words is borne out by the fact that they

immediately began to organize Christian schools. "The first school of

3Lutheran Annual, 1941, pp. 58=60. St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House.

41vid., p. 43.

SConcor@;p Cyclopedia, p. 568.

6
C. W. G. Eifrig, "A Valuable Historical Find," Lutheran School

Journal, Vol. LXXI (June, 1936), 454-455.
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the Sexon immigrants was opened 'only a few days after the arrival of

the first division,' according to Walther, that is a few days after

January 18, 1839, "7

Making provisions for Christian training of the youth was the

common practice of all the early congregations. Dr. Walther, some-

times called the "Father of the Missouri Synod,"” stated:

In the Saxon congregations it was the rule that at all times,
together with the office of the ministry, that of the teacher was
established. Only a few days after the arrival of the first di-
vision of the immigrant colony in St. Louis a school was opened.
The same thing also took place in all the other congregations, in
Perry County. If it was not possible to appoint a regular teacher,
it was self-svident that the pastor, besides his ministerial work,
also assumed the office of teaching and discharged these duties
according to ability.B

It is evident from the foregoing as well as from the following

statement by Welther that schools of a Christian nature were of prime

concern to these first Lutherans.

. . . . Must we not confess to the glory of God that neverthew
legs our faith in God was at that time living and powerful, our
highest possession and treasurs? . . . . Did we, like most immi-
grants, seek mountains of gold, a comfortable living, glory, and
honor? Noj; our only true object was to save our souls, to live
our faith here, to establish here the pure and correct worship, and
+0 have a truly Christian school for our children.

7E. A. W. Krauss, Translated from Der Lutheraner, Vol. LXVII

(1911), 342, and cited by A. C. Stellhorn, "The Saxon Centennial and
the Schools,” Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LXXIV (June, 1939) 448.

8 "
Paul E. Kretzmann, A Brief History of Education, p. 6. St.

Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1925.

gC. F. W. Welther, Casualpredigten, p. 176, cited by A. C.

Stellhorn, Op. Cit., pp. 257-8.
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This same spirit prompted the forefathers to include in their
constitution a clause making membership in the synod conditional upon
evidence of providing for the "Christian instruction at school of the
children of the congregation.“lo

In Lutheran literature a term of high frequency is, "Beside the

rude log church a school house always arose,"ll and in some cases the
school was the first building erected in the new parish.12

Although maintaeining a school is no longer required of a con-

grogation for membership in the synod yet the Lutheran church, remain-
ing loyal to its doctrinal position, has to the present time fostered
and urged the maintenance of parochial schools. The Word of God heing
the norm and rule for all Lutheran practice it is only natural for
Synod to heed the injunction given by God. The Biblical reasons for
Christisn schools with a Lutheran interpretation is given in the follow-
ing quotation from an approved Synodical publication.

The parochial school stresses the moral and religious education
of its pupils, at the same time, however, fully teaching all those
things which make for intelligent citizenship. The right and duty
to teach religion rests not with the state, but with the home and
the Church. From Deut. 6, 6=7; Psalms 78, 1=6; BEph. 6,4, we learn
that it is primarily the duty of parents to give to, or provide for,
their children religious instruction and education. But from Matt.
28, 18=-20; John 21, 15; Acts 20, 28 we see that this duty is en-

joined also upon churches and pastors. It was the consciousness
of this duty that from the beginning of the Christian era has

1oConcordia Cyclopedia, p. 568.

1lypid., p. 568.

121pid., p. 568.
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prompted congregations and pastors to make some provision for the
religious instruction and education of their youth. And the best
and most effectual means found so far is the Christian day=-school.

Lutherans obviously are convinced that so far as they are con=-
cerned there is no real education without religion and that one good
solution for proper training is a Christ-centered day-school. That a
Sunday=school is wholly unsatisfactory is plain from these words voiced
at one of the Synodical Conventions:

. « o . & mere Sunday=-school does not satisfy our needs and is
a miserable makeshift. Our congregational schools are the nurser-
jes of the Church, from which the young trees, when they have grown
older, are transplanted into the fruit orchard of the Church. The
conditions of our congregations will improve with the condition of
our schools. . . . . Next to the pure doctrine our schools are the
greatest treasure we possess. And next to false doctrine the great-
ast evil in American churches is the lack of congregational echools.l4

The Bible and the principles of Christian education as stated

by Luthert> are basic to Lutheran educational philosophy. A late vice-
president of the Misgouri Synod writes:

With Luther we hold that "nothing will be of greater service
to us and our descendants than the maintenance of good Christian
schools and the training of the young."

Now. we do not wish to be misunderstood; we know that a child
may learn reading, for instance, from a teachoer who is not a Chris-
tian and whose instruction has no flavor of religion in it; end
such teaching is good and true as far as it goes; for truth is
truth, however it is learned. But while truth is truth, wherever

13Goncordia Cyclopedia, p. 567.

14Proceedings of the Fifteenth Regular Convention of the Synod
of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, 1872, ov. 87. ©St. Louls: Concordia
Publishing House.

15899 "Letters to the Mayors and Aldermen of the Cities of
Germany in Behalf of Christian schoole,” and "Sermon on the Duty of
Sending Children to School," in F. V. N. Painter's Luther on Education,
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1928.
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learned, the bearing of truth, the meaning of truth, the purpose
of truth, in any sphere, will be entirely different to the Chris-
tian from that which they will be to him who is not a Christian;
end that is why we are convinced that a truly Christian education
is possible only where e Christian conviction underlies not a mere
part, but the whole curriculum of the school. We are unalterably
committed to the principle that true learning and true piety go
hand in hand, and that Christienity embraces the whole life of man.
Those deep convictions underlie the Christien school.

But for the professing Christian the appeal of the Christien
day=-school should be far stronger. It has always appeared most
inconsistent on the part of the Church to be most active in preach=
ing the Cospel of Christ on the street corners and bringing it to
the uttermost parts of the heathen world, but neglecting her own
children by turning them over for their education to & cold and un-
believing secularized system in which the warm spirit of religion
cannot find a place, especially in these days when the femily has
loet much of its influence in the matter of character=-building,
because religion no longer finds a home in most Americen femilies
and so many parents no longer regard themselves s the agents by
whose lebors God would bring up the children of the househeld as
the adopted children of the Most High end the heirs of the eternal,lt

The blessings which the Lutheran Church attributes to the traine
ing received in the day=-school are many. These schools have given to
the church many pastors, teachers, and consecrated members and “"propor-
tionately these schools have furnished the largest number of loyal end
law-gbiding citizens, whose patriotism and obedience to the laws of the
laend is not a matter of expediency and enthusiusm, but of conscience
and religion."l7

That the fervor and zeal which motivated the early Lutherang to

laF. J. Lankenau, "A Stutement to the Public on our Schools,"
March 9, 1937, Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LXXIII ( Oct.1937) 90-91.

17 soncordis Cyclopedia, p. 570.
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advance the cause of schools ie not lost may be seen from an exerpt of
g report given by the Board of Christien Education.
Our schools have been a mighty factor in the growth and devel=-
opment of our Lutheran Church, especially of our Missourl Synod.
OQur fathers were men of faith and vision and immediately made pro-
vision for the treining of their children and their children's
children, and that in the days of great poverty and distress. It
is due to their foresight, their faith, and their vision that we

have the synod we are having to-day. Let us justify the faith of
our fathers by working in the interest of our schools.

Purposes of Lutheran Elementary Schools

After noting the remarks in the preceding section it may be a
foregone conclusion that the prime purpose of the Lutheran schools is
“to teach the Word of God and to educate the pupils according to Chris-
tian principles. . . . . Religious instruction and Christien educa=
tion are the outstanding features.“lg

Accordingly there are two distinct and fundamental sims in all
Lutheran education: +the one being, preparation for citizenship in the
church, ususlly termed indoctrination; the other, preparation for citi-
zenship in the state. One writer states it this way, "Lutheran schools
ere religious schools, but not exclusively schools of religion."zo

In achieving the former objective the day-school has proven it~

self almost indispensible to the Lutheran Church. ". . . . as & means

18Board of Christisn Educaticn, Reports and Memoriels for the
21st_Delegate Synod, p. 77. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1935.

19Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 569.

2Orpeodore Kuehnert, "The Lutheren One-Teacher School,” Lutheran
School Journsl, Vol. LXXI (April, 1936) 352.
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for indoctrineting and truly educating the young and for building the
Church they have never been surpassed; they were the nurseries of the
congregations and one of the chief causes of the healthy and prosperous
growth of the synod."21
Parents of the Lutheran faith consider their children a sacred
trust. They, therefore, train them according to the will of Geod, who
has given them to their charge. The importance of the Christian school
at once becomes apparent. The school aids parents, who by divine or-
dinance are the first ones responsible for the spiritual well=being of
their childreﬁ, in discharging this serious obligation. Sending child-
ren to school is optional with parents, although desirable. Children
ars encouraged to search the Sdripture diligently for proof or disproof
of any doctrine, the doctrines of the Lutheran Church :’mcluded.22
The one éentral doctrine which transcends all others in Lutheran
teachings and which receives most emphasis in the Lutheran schools, is
the doctrine of sin and redemption. A former president of Concordia
Teachers College at River Forest gives the relation of this doctrine
with the school's objective thus:
. « o o It must be the aim of the Christian day-~school to im=
press upon the pupils that there is no salvation from sin but by a
redeemer, and that there is no redeemer but Christt and that faith
in Him will be counted to them for righteousness since a man is not
justified by the works of the Law, but by faith in Christ Jesus. . . .

Therefore this must be the aim end purpose of all teachings in
the Christian day-school: to lead the pupils by the Law to the

2
1Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 568.

ZZW. C. Kohn, "The Lutheran Church and the Christian Day-School,"
Lutheran School Journsl, Vol. LXI (July, 1926) 258.




13

acknowledgment of their sins and by the Gospel to faith in Christ
Jesus unto eternal life.?

The same objective is appropriately summarized in its relation

to the psychology of learning:

In Christian education the heart, which means both sentliment
end will, is central. Religious instruction, therefore, is given
not for its intellectual value, but chiefly that children may learn
to know Christ and to believe in Him as their personal Savior, to
lead Christian lives in the power of such faith, and to be saved by
guch feith. This Christian education is observed not only in the
periods set aside for religious instruction, but as long as the

children are at school. Thus, Xhese gschools truly educate for this
1ife and for the life to c_ome.2

It is not difficult to see that Christian day=-schools exist
first and foremost for education in religion. "The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom" is the belief of Lutherans. They agree and
adhere to the Biblical truth, "Thm shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and fhy neighbor
as thyself," love for one's neighbor being a natural and direct outcome
of the fear and love of God. The Church also holds that acquisition of
religious knowledge, though necessary, is not the motivating factor in-
suring Christian conduct and behavior. This is clearly stated by the
present Secretary of Schools:
It is self-evident, of course, that we are not speaking of a
mere understanding by our mental faculties, not a mere knowledge
and conception of what the Bible says regarding child=training, ==

that the devil slso possesses and yet will never train a child, =-
but the true conviction of a penitent and believing heart, which

23
W. C. Kohn, "Foreword," Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LVIII

(January, 1923) 4-6.

4
Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 569.
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does not only know and see what is good and beneficial, but which
knows also that these things must be done; we mean the feithful
understanding of & true Christian, the enlightenment of the Holy
Spirit, that trensletes and converts the things understood to be
good and salutary and expressly commanded by God into deeds and ace
tions. To know what should be done znd to be willing to do it ~=
that is Bhe understanding upon which the existence of the school
depends., 5

That education for American citizenship is a major concern of
the parochial school is plain from this statement: "The aim of the
Christian day-school has always been to offer the pupil a thorough train-

ing in the secular branches to enable them to become good and useful

citizens of the state.“26

The end of Lutheran training then is that every child have a
saving knowledge of God and by such faith lead a Christian life. To
illustrate the interrelation of these principles with the desired out=
comes the following quotation is cited:

The aim of the Christian day=-school, therefore, is not only to
teach the elementary branches of science and to train the children
to be useful members of the human family and thereby reach the
highest ideals of modern civilization, but it has as its foremost
aim to rear the children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord
by continual wholesome influence upon the heart and mind, will and
desires of the regenerate children with the Word of God, so that
they learn to lead a Christian life and know how to die in faith,
resting in full confidencs upon Jesus, their Savior.

ZSA. C. Stellhorn, "Ye Fathers," Lutheran School Journal, Vol.
LVII (March, 1922) 65=66.
26
W. C. Kohn, "The Lutheran Church and the Christian Day=-School,"
Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LXI (July, 1926) 262.

27W. C. Xohn, "Foreword," Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LVIII
(January, 1923) 3.
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Relation of the Synod to the Day=schools

As has already been pointed out schools are no longer a re-
quisite of congregations for membership in the synod. Congregations
are urged to initiate a day-school program. However, this remeins
optional. Where schools are maintained the congregation holds the full
powers of administration and supervision.

In its relation to its members Synod is not a governing body,
exercising legislative or coercive powers. In all matters involv=
ing the congregation's right of self-government Synod is but an
advisory body. No resolution of Synod is binding upon the congre=
gation which appears unsuited to its condition, and 2ll resolutions
of Synod become binding through their acceptance by the congrega=
tions, 28

By virtue of his office the pastor is responsible for the spi-
ritual welfare of the congregation, which includes also the children of

Ly }
the school. Any other powers are conferred on h:i.m,“'9 as well as on the
local school board, by the congregation. Teachers pledge themselves to
the same obligations regarding the children as the pastor does to the
entire congregation.

The local church being autonomous, Synod acts only in an advisory
cupacity. The broad aims and purposes of Synod regarding Christian edu-
cation are:

. . + . the training of ministers and teachers for service in

the Evangelical Lutheran Church; the publication and distribution
of Bibles, church-books, school-books, religious perioedicals, and

28The Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 492.

ngroceedings of the 24th Regular Convention of the Missouri
Synod, 1899, p. 34. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House.
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other hooks and papers; +the endesvor to bring about the largest
possible uniformity in church practice, church customs, and, in
general, in congregational affairs; the furtherance of Christian
parochial schools and of a thorough catechetical instruction pre-
paratory to admission to the Sacrament; supervision of the min-
isters and teachers of the 3ynod with regard to the performance of
their officisl duties; the protection of pastors, teachers, and
congregations in the fulfillment of their duties snd maintenance
of their rights.30

The system of supervision which is employed by Synod and the
regulations governing the proper administration of the school unit shall
receive detsiled analysis in the coming chapter, which treats of the
reletion of the general synod to the district. The most recent synod=
icul action concerning education and the schools was taken by the con=-
vention held in 1938, the centennial yeer of the Missouri Synod. Some
of the recommendations call for innovations which may prove highly sig=
nificant for the schools, if they are carried out. All recommendations
with few minor changes were adopted.

The Board of Christian Education recommends

1. The employment of an additional man to assist in the school

office. The Board is ready to call an Executive Secretary, as
authorized by the Milweukee Convention, but findg it necesgsary to
request an additional man to take care of the increasing work.

9. The establishment of & research depertment in Synod to serve

elementary and higher education as well as other endeavors of Synod.
For the time being, we recommend that Synod set aside & minimum sum

of $2,500 annually for this purpose and designate & board or committee
to administer this fund. We presume that the research work would

be carried on primarily by our colleges and seminaries, but also by
our Board of Christian Education, the Committee on Higher Education,

and other units or individuals of Synod, under the supervision and
by the approval of the afore-mentioned administrative board.

BOConcord;gjpjplopedia, p- 488.
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3. Improvements with regard to subsidizing schools, according
to our recommendations in a special memorial, entitled "School Ex-
tension Fund." This memorial is submitted in answer to a request
of the Cleveland Convention in 1935.

4. Particular attention, especially in the circuits and by
Circuit Visitors, to the establishment of central or union schools
on the part of two or more congregations where it.is difficult for
individual congregations to maintain schools alone.

5. Continuation and increase of the effort in behalf of the
home. We suggest that Synod provide the necessary means and help
to carry out an adequate home program.

6. Ve recommend that Synod define the status of the woman
teacher in our parochial schools.

7. 1In the interest of our parish-school system we recommend
to the serious consideration of Synod the proposal of adding a fourth
college year at our normal schools.”
Extent of the School System

The numerical status of the schools in the Missouri Synod from
1847, the founding of Synod, to 1940, the latest statistics available,
is listed in Table 1 in five-year periods, with the exception of the
last year, which brings the figures to date. The various subdivisions
for "teachers" were not observed in the 1940 tabulation.

According to the present statisticlan of Synod the figures on
schools have always embarrassed the statisticians on account of the
great variety of schools. There are the regular five-day schools,
Sunday=-schools, surmer-schools, one hour of religious instruction after

the public-school session, confirmation classes, and Bible classes. A

school taught thirty days might be listed as a "school." Again, =

31Procegg;ngs of the 37th Convention of the Missouri Synod, 1938,
pp. 111-112. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House.
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school may be listed under different headings. A pastor teaching six
weeks in summer might list his school under "summer-school" or under
"day-school". There wae only one column in the stetisticel reports set
aside for schools from 1847 to 1910. Whoever wanted to explain whai
kind of school he taught could do so under "Remarks"; but some no doubt
gave only the enrolment without an explanation.

Takle 1

SCHOOL STATISTICS IN FIVE YEAR PERIODS FROM 1847 TO 1940,

e

_Enrolment_ __Teachers . . __. . __.
Year|No. of | Merbere Strengers Total |Installed Pastors Ladies Cand.
School Students

1847 14 2381 247 764 ——- —— - P
1852 66 1,924 657| 2,581 - e ——
1857 114 3,106 1,831 5,561 - it | wam | exe
1862 179 5,668 2,669| 11,053 - v | e | wew
1867 244 | 10,755| 4,696| 22,853 - i B -
1872 472 | 15,344 4,746| 30,320 —- - - i
1877 642 | 15,728| 4,251| 37,818 ——- - —— -
1882| 924 | 26,099 5,621| 52,230 - anm cem | mem
1887 | 1,090 - -== | 71,504 640 ——- i s
1692 1,328 - --- | 83,514 701 695 112 -
18971 1,603 --- --= | 89,202 781 894 | LB | ==
1902 | 1,826 - ~== | 95,067 863 | 1,026 128 -
1907| 2,089 v --= | 96,913 966 | 1,088 218 -
1912 2,216 e -~ | 94,167 1,069 | 1,166 252 -
19817, 2,206 e --= | 95,708 1,136 | 1,173 324 -—-
1922 1,345 - mew | 76,317 1,128 460 343 Vi
1927 1,370 —— --- | 81,457 1,309 368 494 100
1932 1,377 - eme | 79,204 1,362 349 292 180b
1937 1,352 -——- m-— | 75,721 1,307 311 347 196
1940 1,274 - ~me | 71,702 1,360

fqtatistical Year-book, 1937, p. 173

Pstatistical Year-book, 1938 p. 157

®Lutheran Annual, 1941., p. 43.
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The enrolment from 1847 to 1887 wes tabulated in three columns:
Members, Strangers, and Total. The totel of the first two columns
geldom equals the total given in the third column because many peastors
filled in only the total and left the first two columns blank (764,

e. g., is not the total of 238 and 247).

In some years, 1857 and 1862 for example, about half of the en-
rolment congisted of strangers. After the Civil War the number of
strengers continually declined, e. g., about one-fourth in 1882. There=
sfter these two columns were eliminated from the statistical question-
naire. In 1902 & new column was added to the statistical blank; "Lady
Teachers." Some pestors, however, reported on lady teachers alreedy
previously.

Finally, in 1919, Saturday=- and surmer-schools were listed se=
parately on the statistical form and by 1922 the number of day=echools
is given s 1,345, & loss of 861 schools in that column, with an enrol-
ment of 19,391, whereas the new list of Saturday- and summer-scheols
cterted with 630 schools and an enrolment of 12,516. These schools
simply were chifted from one column to another. Considering all the
dete before 1919 unreliable the day-schools reached the highest point
in 1926, 1,390, and the highest enrolment was £1,457, in 192'7.32

The tebulated figures may have very little value gg pure sta=

tistics. However, for the purpese of this chapter they illustrate

zStatistical Your-book of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of Missouri,
Ohio, and Other States for the Year 1937, pp. 170-172. St. Louds:
Cencordie Publishing House.
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gufficiently the approximate development in the United States of the
Lutheran elementary school system of the Missouri Synod. Furthermore,
they indicate a lack of consistency between the policies of Synod and
the corresponding practices of the local church. The growth of the
gystem is not proporticnate to the resolved intentions. The reason for
this condition is not determinable from the teble, and has as yet not

bveen accounted for. It is one which could serve well as a problem for

resecrch.




CHAPTER III
DEVELOPMENT OF THE CENTRAL DISTRICT SCHCOL SYSTEM

Introduction

Owing to the repid growth of Synod, the great distarces between
Lutheran areas, the poor facilities for traveling to conventions, snd
elso for purposes of more efficient edministration a division of Synod
into districts beceme necessary. The resolution wes passed in 1852 and
1852 that Synod be divided into four districts, these tc meet two years
in succession separately end the third year in a general convention,
The first four districts were organized in 1854, one of them being the
Central District, comprising the states of Indiena, Ohio, and sections
of Kentucky and West Virginia.l Later other districts were formed so
that now the Missouri Synod is composed of thirty-two divisions, twenty-
seven in the United States, three in Canada, and two in South America.
The geographic boundaries are set in accordance with the number of con-
gregations represented, not primarily for geographic reasons. Illinois,
for exsmple, is made up of three complete distx‘icts.2 A comparison of
the Centrel District with other districts may be drawn from Table 2

which shows the number of schools in the various districts.

looncordia Cyclopediz, pp. 492-493.

2Lutheran Annusl, 1941, pp. 5&-62.
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Table 2

SUMMARIZED TOTALS OF SCHOOLS BY DISTRICTS (1939).

No. of
Congregations 3chools Enrolment
Alberta and British Columbia. . 60 7 152
argentine (Incomplete) . . . . 16 11 490
Atlantic. o« o « & & o & 5 » = o 141 10 820
Brazil (Incomplete). . « « « . 76 108 3,898
California and Nevada . « . « o 54 10 466
Centrel. ¢« ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o 218 115 8,096
Central Illinois. « o o o o o o 103 33 2,074
Colorado 4« s s & » s s & » » 50 15 £18
Bagtern . « « « « o o o o o o o 101 13 B35
Brnglishe o o « o« o ¢ o o o o o 135 8 493
Jowa Bast o« o o o o o o o o o o 85 31 1,292
Jowa Weste o ¢ o o o o o o o & 117 32 1,309
Kansas. o« « o o o o o o o o o 126 58 2,084
Manitoba and Saskatchewan. . . 76 2 €0
Michigan. « « ¢ o o ¢ o o o « =« 190 95 6,705
Minnesota. « o« « » o o o o o o 268 86 3,971
North Dakota and Montana. . . . 145 . il 28
Northern Illinois. « o« o o « o 170 124 11,308
Northern Nebraska « « « o o o 98 41 1,656
North Wisconsin., « « « « o o & 168 30 2,146
Oklahoma. o « « o o o o o o o o 49 13 457
Ontario. . « « « o o ¢ « o o 48 4 123
Oregon and Washington . . . . . 31 17 722
South Dekota « o o o o o o o o 95 6 180
Southenstern. « « « s o s« o o o €2 3 139
SOULNEeYN « o o o o o o o & o o 47 10 568
Southern California . « « » « - 53 12 917
Southern I11inois. « « « « o 76 51 <,107
Southern Nebraska « « « o + = o 136 76 2,226
South Wisconsin. o« o o« o « o o 114 €9 6,135
TOXAS + o o o o o o o o o o o o 104 €1 2,625
Western. « o o o o » o o o o 221 125 6,901
Pkl o & 5 & 3,485 1,274 J 71,702

Statistical Year-book of the Ev. Luthersn Synod of Missouri,
Ohio, and Other States for the Year 1939, p. 166. £t. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, 1940.
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It is the purpose of this chapter to trace the origin and
growth of the elementary schools of the Central District and to study
the policies of this district regarding the day-school.

Origin and Development of the
Elementary Schools in the Central District

According to an accepted volume the Missouri Synod owes its
character end growth, under God, particularly to three men == Walther,
Wyneken, and Sihler.z And of special significence is this, both
Wyneken and Sihler pioneered Lutherenism in the stetes now known as
the Central District, spending the greatest portion of their strength
snd labors in this section of the country.

The removal of danger from the Indians and the Governrment's
genercus land policy brought thousandg of settlers to Indisne, Ohio,
end other Mid-Western stetes between 1800 and 1830, Among these were
many Lutherans.4 Before the Saxons lended in St. Louis Pastor F. C. D
Wyneken wss elreedy in Baltimore end in the fall of 1838 was sent by
the Mission Board of the Pennsylvania Synod to explore Chio and Indiana..5
In true miseion spirit he preached and instructed wherever he could

find shelter in & house or & cabin and at any time when people were

3
Concordis Cyclopedis, p. 704.

Wm. A. Kramer, Church History Inserts for Text-books in U. S
History, No. 14, "Growth of the Middle Vest," St. Louis: Concordia
Publishing House, January, 1941.

5Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 486.
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6

willing to hear the Word of Life. "Lutheran congregatione in the Middle

West had slready been established, among them St. Paul's in Fort Wayne,
Indiana, which wae organized by Rev. Jesse Hoover as an English congrega=
t+ion with e parochial school which the pastor himself taught."q

Wyneken, however, with apostolic zezl and heroism performed the
duties of a traveling missionary throughout the region of Northern Indi-
ana and sdjoining portions of Michigan.8 The spirituel life or rather
the leck of it which he found is vividly described in his own words:

Y Behold, slso in their log-huts a strange sight meets German
eyes; there almost everything is wanting that you would consider
absolutely necessary in the line of furniture; everything is prime-
itive, and there is no thought of comfort; shoes and clothing weer
out, end the winter ie at hand! Small wonder then that everybody
works in order to support this body and life. No difference is
made between Sunday and week-day, especielly since no church-tell
calls them to the house of God, and no neighbor in his Sunday out-
fit arrives to call for his friend. It is not to be wondered at
that the pioneer's tired limbs seek their couch without prayer, and
thut dire need drives them to leave it and return to work without
prayer; even the prayer at mealtime hes long since been banished

by inveterate infidelity or recent trouble. Alas, Bible and hymnal
ulso in many cases have been left in the old countgy, as the people,
owing to rationelism, had lost the taste for them.

Due to his intense love for missien work Wyneken ig known as

"the Fether of Home Missions" in the Missouri Synod.l0 His activities

6J. W. Theiss, "F. -C. D. Wyneken", Ebenezer (1847-1922) Edited
by W. H. T. Dau, p. 59. St. Louis, Missouri: Concordie Publishing

House, 1922.

7Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LXVII (March, 1932), 318,

8Concordia Cyclopedis, p- 829.

9heiss, Op. Cit., pp. 54=56.

lOConcordia Cyclopedie, p. 829.
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were not confined to the wilderness alone. Concerning conditions in
the cities he writes:

You will find thousands of our people who, either forced by
bodily want, or lured on by prospects of carnal liberty and ocutward
comfort which the Prince of Darkness held out to them, have here
made their homes. Numbers of those who already in the old country
had sunken into the mire of profligacy here indulge with all the
greater wantonness their beusstly inclinations, having no reverence
whatever for sacred things and knowing no restraints of even the
merest outward decency.

The children follow in the footsteps of their parents, some
grow up without any education whatever, while others learn in the
public schools only those things which enable them to get along in
this life.

i But God be praised, not all forsake their God and the faith of
their fathers thus; their souls do crave food, congregations are
formed, churches are built, and schools are erected. . . . o But
who goes forth to the dens of infamy, into the busy factories,
where carnal minds are laboring merely for the bread of this present
life? Who celle the countless sinners who do not at all concern
themselves about church and divine worship?! Behold, here we need
missionaries who are burning with zeal for the Lord and neither
dread the pitying scoffs of the wordly-wise nor the diabolical
laughter of ebject indecency, but force their wey into their houses
end into their hearts to win them for Christ. But thege mission-
aries are wenting.

These zppalling circumstances, the personel respongibility he
felt in the matter, and the mbsence of workers led him on a trip to
Germany in 184112 where his "Notruf," a stirring appeunl for help, and
his lectures won many friends, == missionaries, pastors, and even small

9 :
congregations or colonies.l“ Among others he enlisted the services of

11 12

Theiss, Op. Cit., p. 58.

et

Kramer, Op. Cit., No. 14.

13
Concordia Cyclopedim, p. 829.
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Pastcr W. Loehe and Dr. W. Sihler.

These men with their followers, however, were standing alone.
True, Wyneken had been a member of the General Synod but he had been
forced to leave this body on account of its Zwinglianism and gross
unionistic tendencies. For much the same remson Sihler and others quit
the Ohio Synod. The best interests of the Lutheran Church required
the organizetion of a synod which stood four-square on the Lutherean

Confessions.14

Although hearing of Walther and the Saxong during his visit in
German%'Wyneken snd this contingent zs well as the Missouri Lutherans
were ignorant of each others;purposes and activities. Both were look-
ing for true confessionalism. ¢mall wonder then that Wyneken, on read=-
ing the first number of Der Lutheraner, exclaimed, "God be praised,

; : 15
there are more Lutherans in America!"

Der Lutheraner, the official Missouri Synod Organ, established

in 1844 by Walther, wes the chief factor in esteblishing connection
between these various companies of Lutherans. Communication followed,
resulting in the organization of the Missouri Synod16 as described in
Chapter I.

It goes almost without saying thet these men, Wyneken end

14 15 ]
Ibid., p. 487. Theise, Op. Cit., p. €2.

16
Concordia Cyclopedis, p. 487.
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Sihler, imbued with such zeal, saw the mission possibilities of e Chris-
tian school. They immediately established their own schools as did

other founders of the Church.!” Zealous in preserving pure Lutheran=

18

jem snd ever alive to mission opportunities™ Dr. Sihler himself taught

gchool both in the town end in the country.19 "It was he also who, with
others, in 1846 founded the Practical Seminary at Ft. Wayne, which
served a twofold purpose, training men for the ministry and teachers
for the parochial schools."20 He was the president of the college until
1861 and repeatedly acted as ingtructor. <1

Wyneken's evesluation of the day-school may be summed up in &
statement which he made at the Delegate Synod in 1857 while he was
President:

May the congregations consider more and more the important
mission-work done through our schools . . . . and may they realize
that the Lord has entrusted especially the little children to our
care. May He soon enable our Synod to establish a good Teachers'
College, and give us men who are willing to follow this holy call~
ing with its great respongibilities! May the Lord in His grace
elso help the parents, as they grow in faith, to overcome more and
more their wordly-mindedness, which prevents many, on account of
earthly gain, from sending their children to school more regularly
end for & longer time. The Lord has indeed destined our children
in this country for something else than to be mere burden—-carriers
to satisfy the mania for gpeculation. If we consider the corrup-
tion of civic matters at the present time, . . . . we should also
for this reason strive to educate our children, so that God may

17Kramer, Op. Cit., "Eetablishment of the Public School System,"
No. 1l6€.

18Concordia Cyclopedis, p. 704.

19w. Broecker, "Dr. Wum. sihler," Ebenezer, p. 76.

20734, , p. 76. 2looncordia Cyclopedism, p. 704.
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use them also for the welfare of our country.zz

Next to Biblical injunction the precepts and exhortations of
men like Wyneken and Sihler are in no small measure responsible for the
attitude of the Central District regarding the elementary schools.
Schools have remesined a vital concern of the district as the perusal
of eny "Proceedings” will indicate. Although there were usually no
formal reports schools were frequently mentioned et conventions in the
eddress by the president?® and in doctrinal papers by essayists. With
few exceptions the "Synodal-Berichte" show that some congregations re-
ceived subsidy specifically for school purposes.24 Congregations and
pastors were repeatedly urged to open a school as soon as conditions
permitted. Synod always gave definite time on the program for the
schools when there arose special problems relating to the entire school
gystem, as for instance, legislation, the German language question,
dearth of teachers, etc. Otherwise, in the main, schools were taken
for granted and the matter rested with each local congregation.

At the Silver Jubilee the Board of Christien Education review-

ing the history of the district paid this complement to the schools:

22
E. A. W. Kraues, "The Missouri Synod and its Parochial School

System," Ebenezer, pp. 213-214.

a9
“’see, for example, Synodal-Bericht, Verhandlungen der Ev. Luth.
Synode von Missouri, Mittleren Distrikts, 1912, pp. 7-11. St. Louis:

Concordis Publishing House, 1913.

24See, for example, Synodalbericht der Deutschen Ev. Luth.
Synode von Migsouri, Ohio, und andern Steaten vom Jahre 1900. pp. 43-48.
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1901.
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"The phenomenal growth of our Synod and of our District is due to a
great extent to the establishment, maintenance and careful nurture of
the church «:schools."z5 And as tangible evidence of schiool conscious-
ness end support the board adds, "During the seventy-five years of the
exigtence of the district, the congregations invested over three-million
dollars in one hundred and twenty-seven schoolhouses and fifty-six
teachers® houses."28

The subject of schools, however, remained an unscheduled and
irregular item on the district's proceedings until the advent of the
school superintendent's office. This noteworthy even£ had its incep-
tion in the overture presented to Synod in 1918 by the General Teachers'
Conference of the Central District requesting "that two experienced
male teachers be chosen who would he salaried by Synod and would devote
their entire time to the work of visiting schoole."27 The revised re=
commendation was accepted, acted upon, resulting in the election of one
teacher, Mr. A. C. Stellhorn, of Indianapolis, who was to act as super=
intendent of the entire district. The president and vice-presidents,
together with the school commission, were authorized to formulate the

duties of the office.28 Three men have served in this office. They are

Superintendents A. C. Stellhorn (1918-1921), who is now the Secretary

25Central District Convention Bulletin, 1930, p. 15.

261bid., p. 15.

27anoda1-Bq£ipht, Verhandlungen der Ev. Luth. Synode von Missourd
Mittleren Distrikts, 1918, p. 70. St. Louis: Concordia Publighing House,
1919,

28
Ibid.
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of Schools of the entire Missouri Synod, O. E. Schroeter (1922-1920),
succeeded after his death in 1930 by the present incumbent, W. J.
Gernand.

District supervision of the schools wes formerly carried on
solely by the Circuit Visitor, a pastor who served gratis and who was
responsible to the district president for any information regarding all
phases of congregational 1ife. With the creation of the new office of
superintendent it became customary at each delegete convention to hear
a report on the schools.

It may be well to state here that the new office of superin-
tendent was perhaps indirectly an outcome of increused attention by
the Missouri Synod to extend ite supervisory efforts. For in 1914
Synod had appointed its first General School Board. The of fice of
Secretary of Schools of the Missouri Synod was instituted in 1921. Fure-
thermore, other districts, too, were appointing school superintendents
end boards of education.

The merits of supervision are quite generally established. For
the Lutheran schools the advantages are numerous. The benefits to the
individual school, to the congregation, to the school system, and to
the teacher shall become more apparent as the discourse continues. An
early snd direct indication of the presence and influence of supervision
was the issuing in June, 1920 of the first Centrsl District School
Bulletin, a circular of approximately eight pages which was distributed
gquarterly in the various congregations of the district. The printing

of this leaflet was proposed by the pastore' and teachers' conferences
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of Fort Wayne, Hammond, and Evensville.

The first years for the new superintendent were filled with com-
plexities and were indeed trying. Two dangers threatening the parochial
schools of Ohio and Indiana came during the period of the first Vorld
Wer end the years immediately thereafter. One was outruling the German
lenguage in the schools, the other wus the attempted hostile legislation
of the Ku Klux Klan. However, both issues were settled without seriocus
repercussions to the Lutheran schools.30

Developments in the school system may be gleaned from the regu=-
lar report and recommendations of the board of education and the super=
intendent. The recommendations of the Board of Christian Education give
a composite picture of the school situation. For this purpose a sampling
of recommendations, presented in different years, are cited. In 1927
the board submitted the following suggestions:

1. That the convention encourage the congregations, pastors,

and teachers of our District to continue their efforts to enroll
more pupils.

9. That the convention find ways end means to place more funds
for school purposes at the disposal of small and needy congrega-
tions.

3. That the congregations, pastors, and teachers be urged to
put forth special efforts to increase the enrollment at our normal

scliools.

4. 'That the schools of the District be encouraged to introduce
the Concordis Edition of the Bobbs-Merrill readers.

2909ntr&1 District School Bulletin, Vol. I (June, 1920), Indi-
enepolis, Indiana: School Superintendent's Office.

30 i
Central District School Bulletin, Vol. II (March, 1921) pp. 5=7.
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5. That the convention order the drafting of new regulagions
for the Board of Christian Bducation and the Superintendent."l

From the 1930 report only the most pertinent iteus have been

chosgen:

The Poard of Christian Education recommends:

2. That congregations be encouraged to send more boys to our

normal schools and to extend to its graduates permanent instead of
temporary calls.

4, That congregations be encouraged to provide for the neces-
gary help, whenever the enrolment of the school or the class be=
comes too large.

9. That conferences be encouraged to study and discuss how the
temporary numerical loss in our churches and schoolsg of the District
can be turned into a desirable growth.

10. That pastors and teachers be encouraged to continue to em-
phasize before the congregation and its societies the importance
of the home in the training of the children.

11. The circuit visitors be encouraged to continue to give
Christian training of childrgn the proper attention in every con-
gregation of their circuit.®”

The same general appeals for school cooperation and support were

made at conventions each year, offering specific suggestions for improve-

ment. In 19236 detailed recommendations disclosing highly significant

fectors were submitted. These deserve to be stated fully for proper

interpretation.

1. WHEREAS, Our parish-schools have been a source of constant
blessing to our Church; and

3l
Central District Convention Bulletin, June, 1927, p. 1l4.

32
Central District Convention Bulletin, 1930, p. 1l6.
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WHEREAS, They are particularly an excellent means of preserv-
ing the true doctrine in our Church; therefore be it

Resolved:-=

A. That we thank God for the many blessings which He has be-
stowed upon us through our Lutheran parish-schools and that we pray
Him to continue to preserve and to protect these ingtitutions of
Christian learrning and training;

B. That we ask all congregations having a parish-school to
study the mission possibilities of their schools in their own com=
munity;

C. That congregations and mission-stations be asked to con=
gider the possibility of opening schools with the help of candi-
dates;

D. ‘That the circuit Visitors be encouraged to bring the matter
of Christian education to the attention of congregations through
addresses at circuit meetings as well as through official visits.

2. WHEREAS, The standards of education in general are being
raised to a higher level; therefore be it

Resolved, That congregations be urged to encourage the teachers,
and perhaps make it possible for them to attend a summer=school.
(The courses offered by our own teachers' colleges are especially
recommended. )

3., WHEREAS, Some of our schools were considerably handicapped
during recent yeurs beczuse of the lack of funds to obtain proper
equipment; and

WHEREAS, Even though many teachers have been restored a part of
their salary reductions, their increase in salary has not kept pace
with the increased cost of living; therefore be it

Resolved, That congregations be asked to study the financial needs
of their schools in order to determine whether the support they are
giving them is adequate @nd the teachers' galaries sufficient to
sesure the teachers of a reasonably decent living.

4. WHEREAS, Many of our older city parishes are confronted with
& new problem because of the influx of non=Lutherans into the vicin-
ity of their church and school; end

WHEREAS, Many of the reliable and substential members have
moved to newer sections of the city; end
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WHEREAS, These two factors have created a new mission-field in
the vicinity of the church; therefore be it

Resolved:==

A. That the District encourage snd, if necessary, financially
zssisgt such congregations with a new field of endeavor to develop
the mission possibilities of their schools systematicelly and con-
sistently;

B. That the special committee to be appointed, which together
with the Mission Board, is to bring definite proposals before our
next convention for the purpose of relieving the distressing sit-
uations in these congregations, be instructed to consider ways and
means of carrying out Part A of this resclution;

C. That the Board of Christian Education be instructed to co-
operate with this committee to study the needs of the schools in
these congregations.

5. WHEREAS, We are developing an increasingly large number of
small congregations seemingly unable to support a school until years
after their organization; and

WHEREAS, It seems unlikely that congregations, after struggling
through the most difficult years of their existence without the
benefits of a school, should suddenly come to a full realization
of its blessings when they are stable enough to support one; there=
fore be it

Resolved, That the District seriously consider the possibility of
carrying out the resolutions passed some years ago (Proceedings of
the Fifty-fourth Convention of the Central District, 1927, p. 99)
to place funds et the disposal of small and needy congregations for
the purpose of establishing end maintaining schools, even if such
congregations are otherwise self-supporting.

6. WHEREAS, The "Social Attitude" in religion, so prevalent
in our day, which views all religion as a result of an intellectual
evolution, makes it increasingly difficult for Lutheran parents to
develop in their children a genuine Lutheran Scripture loyalty ex-
cept through the medium of the parish-school; and

WHEREAS, For the preparation for confirmation, too, thorough-
ness is becoming ever more essential and imperative; therefore be
it

Resolved:=m
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A. That the District go on record as urging the necessity of
thorough and systematic religious instruction of children not attend-
ing our parish=-schools; and

B. That the District recommend to the congregations that child-
ren of either grade or high=-school age receive a two year course with
one hundred hours of actual instruction as the minimum prior to con-
firmation.

7. WHER#AS, The cause of Christian education has been bounti-
fully blessed through the diligent efforts of the Board of Christian
Rducation; and

WHEREAS, The bringing up of the children in the nurture and ad=-
monition of the Lord has been more systematically and efficiently
done through the Lord's blessing resting upon the labors of our
superintendent; therefore be it

Resolved, That we give public expression of our appreciation to
these men for their untiring zeual.

ACTION,==This report with its recommendations was adopted.33

Enlarging upon the proposals of the previous year an intensive
program was outlined in 1937. Worthy of special consideration are the
paragraphs on "Aid to Schools" which is a broad restatement of the po-
sition of the early Lutherans regarding church extension.

Vith reference to the parish=schools we recommend:

1) That the recommendations of the Committee on Emergency Re=
lief be considered and adopted;

2) That the congregations of the Central District in future
observe the resolution passed by the General Body in 1929 which
stutes: "Congregations, in engaging woman teachers, should exer-
cise great care that only such women are appointed as teachers in
our parish-schools as have been thoroughly trained also in the
teaching of religion and in every way have received a full train-
ing, preferably in our own institutions, that will fit them for
Christian parish-school work." (Proceedings, 1929, p. 74);

33
Proceedings of the Sixtieth Convention of the Central District

of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, nnd Other States, (June, 19360
pp. 75=77. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1936.
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3) That the District urge all teachers and congregations to
participate in the Pension Plan of Synod and that the District
Treasurer be instructed to pay to the Pension Fund the District's
share for our District superintendent;

4) Thet we commend the loyal efforts of our congregetions to
restore their teachers' salaries and that the District at this time
also restore the "cut" in our superintendent's salary;

5) fThat all congregations be encouraged to foster and build
their Christian schools so that they might fulfil their mission for
the good of our Christian homes, of our Christian congregations,
and for the entire kingdom of God.

Where it is impossible to conduct a Christian day-school and
for those children who do not or cannot attend a Christian day~
school we urgently recommend a greater use of Seturday=- and summer=
schools,

ACTION.==This report with its recommendations was udoptad.B4

Aid to Schools

Your Committee recommends:

a) That aid be given to schools of congregations who because
of economic conditions are temporarily unable to carry the salaries
of the pastor and the teacher(s), but which give hope that with im=
proved conditions they will again become gsel f-supporting;

b) That temporary aid be given to schools of established and
otherwige sel f-supporting congregations who fail to see their mission
opportunities and the increased services of the pastor when released
from teaching the school, and who for lack of experience and appre=
ciation have not been animated to engage and support a teacher;

¢) That the District empower the Board of Christian Education
£o cmll a teacher at large whenever conditions arise making it ade-
vigable.

We further recommend that, in order to carry out the above reso-
lution, the District appropriate the sum of $4,000.00 for the fis-
cal year 1937.

34
Procesdings of the 61st Convention of the Central District,

(June, 1937) p. T6. , .
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The entire report with its recommendations was adopted by
Synod, 35

No new major points of interest have been recorded since 1937.
Former recommendations have again been reemphasized in the last two
conventions, 1939 and 1940. An enumeration of the theses of a doctrinal
paper presented at a recent synodical meeting by the chairman of the
board of education may give some indication as to the future of the day-
school ==

1. Recent history shows that the Christian day=-school is not
likely to0 be destroyed by its enemies outside of our church.

2. The necessity of the Christian day=-school is established
by what the Scriptures teach concerning the duties of Christian
parents toward their children.

3. The necessity of the Christian day-school rests also upon
the obligation of Christian congregations and pastors to the youth
of the church.

4, As long as these principles are properly taught and acted
upon, the future of our Christian day-schools is assured.
Policies of the Central District regarding the Day-school
Perhaps many of the policies of the Central District with regard
to the elementary schools have already been noted. Yet, to assure a
clearsr and more complete understanding, it may be well to define these
principles in greater detail. The rules and regulations of the Missourl

Synod are the same for each district, applying in equal measure therefore,

35
Ibid., pp. 88-89.

36 .
W. Nordsiek, "The Future of Our Christian Day Schools,"”
Central District Convention Bulletin, 1928, p. 3.
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to the Central District. From the official handbook the following reso-
lutions pertaining to Christian day-schools are given:

The Synod urges that the children of the congregation be edu-
cated in a Christian school,

If o congregation has no teacher for its school, then the pas-
tor, who is called to feed also the lambs of Christ, shall, to the
oxtent of his ability instruct the children in the Word of God. If
a congregation has a teacher, then the pastor, who on the Day of
Judgment will be held responsible for gll that is taught in his
parish, shall see to it that a complete courso of instruction in
the pure and unadulterated Word of God is given in his school and
that the Word of God is also properly aprlied as to the discipline
of the school. Whether the pastor shall have the supervision over
other matters of the school depends upon the regulation which the
congregation has made in this respecte.

1. The fact that our congregations are in an increasing measure
using the English language is no reason why the important and neces-
sary work of the parochial school should by them be neglected. Also
such congregations as use only the English language shall meke ad-
equate provision for the Christian instruction of the lambs of the
flock entrusted to their care. This cannot be done sufficiently by
the Sunday=school. Due care shall also be exercised lest the Sunday-
school prove harmful to the parochial school.

2. Every congrsgation should heve a serviceable school-build-
ing, all necessary means of instruction, and a sufficient number of
competent teachers.

3. Congregations owe it to their school and to their pastor
who teaches the school to engage trained teachers if they are at
all able to do s0.

4, When building schools, congregations should not disregard
modern regulations as to space, ventilation, light, and heat.

5. Congregations should earnestly strive to pay adequate sal-
aries to their teachers.

6. Tuition should, if possible, not be charged; on the con=-
trary, the funds for the support of the school should be taken out
of the congregational treasury in order that all members of the
congregation contribute toward the support of the school,
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7.. There ought to0 be uniformity as to the lesson-schedules,
which of course, ought to be based on a model course of study.

2. For the sake of uniformity the school-year in all schools
should open after the summer vacation.

9, For the sake of uniformity the same books of instruction
ought to be used in all schools,

10. All congregations should seek to establish an eight-grade
school.

11l. Every District ought to make provision for a regular and
systematic inspection of its schools,

Since the love of many congregations, and of many pastors and
teachers, for the parochial schools has grown somewhat cold, and
since many are satisfied to have only catechetical instructions
preparatory to confirmation, a Sunday-school, and the like, the
Synod passed the following resolutiongi--

1. The faculties of our theological seminaries shall not only
give their students such a training as will enable them to teach an
eight=grade grammar school, but also urge them to open a parochial
school in their charges as soon as possible, and, if necessary, to
be the +teachers in such schools.

2. Congregations and pastors, upon being received into mem=
bership of the Synod, shall be asked to open parochial schools as
soon as possible and to teach in such schools.

3. In accordance with the regulations for Visitors the District
Presidents and the Visitors shall exercise supervision over the
schools and make inquiry as to the attendance; they shall make it
their business to find out whether all congregations in their Dis-
tricts have schools, and if not, inquire as to the reason and urge
congregations to open schools as soon as possible. The District
Presidents shall in their official reports give the number of pas=
tors teaching school in their District, the number of months during
which school is being taught, the number of children attending the
parochial schools, the number of children attending the public
schools, and the number of pastors not teaching school.

4. Also the District pastoral conferences shall urge their
pastors to teach school if necessary.

5, Congregations calling a pastor shall be adviged to state
in the diploma of vocation that the pustor-elect is required to
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open a school as soon as possible, and, though the number of childe-
ren attending mey be very small, nevertheless to teach as many days
as ure being taught in the public school.

6. The school board znd the mission board of the districts
shall be encourazged to give assistance to such congregations as are
willing, but not able, to open schools.

7. The pastors shall report for publication in the Statistical
Year-bhook the number of months during which they teach school, the
number of children attending the parochial school, and the number
of children attending the public school.

8. All officers and members of the Synod shall be asked dili=-
gently and zealously to renew their efforts with respect to estab=-
lishing and maintaining parochial schools in all congregations,
irrespective of the language used. The sublime purpose of main-
taining parochial schools as well as the benefits accruing from
them shall unceasingly be impressed upon the hearts and minds of
students of the theological seminaries and at the normal schools,
and such students are to be carefully trained for the work in the
parochial school and encouraged to undertake it.

The Synod expresses the sincere desire that in all schools of
its congregations, «s far as this can be done, only such books be
used as are published by the Synod itself,

The particular duties and options of the Superintendent of

Schools in the Central District include:

1. Regular visitation of the schools in the district noting
the presence or absence of a Christian atmosphere, discipline, methods
and materials, lesson plans and daily gschedules; having private consul=
tations with the individual teachers as well as with the teaching staff,

pastor, and school-board or church council; submitting a written report

to the congregation; striving ever more to promote the cause of the

2

UVSynodical Handbook of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio
and Other States, pp. 127-30. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House,
1924.
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day=school.

2. Keeping a personal record of the condition of each school.

3. Providing the necessary statistics for Synod.

4, Consulting with the board of education when necessary.

5. Giving quarterly reports to the district president and the
Board of Christian Rducation; also presenting school matters at district
conventions and pastors' and teachers' conferences and attending the
General Teachers' Conference.

6. Cooperating with the circuit visitor.

7. Making known to the mission board potential school locali-
ties.

8. Aiding the district president, teachers, and congregations
in the calling of teachers.

9., Serving the board of education and legislation committee as
consultent and commissioner in legal matters.

10. Attending superintendents' conferences.

11. Conditions permitting, lecturing on schools when requested.

12. Preserving all official correspondence for Synodical pur=-
poses.

As optional are listed such things as visiting pastors and con-

gregations without schools to0 study the possibilities for a school,

attending State Teachers' Conventions, and continuing formal study at

. 38
a university.

38Central District School Bulletin, Vol. III (October 1923), 1=2.
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Composed of three pastors, three teachers, and three laymen,
and the superintendent, the Board of Christian Education observes these
regulations:

1. Voicing the needs of the schools in reports and recommenda=-
tions to the digtrict convention;

2., (iving whole-hearted cooperation and full support to the
superintendent of schools;

3. Holding regularly scheduled meetings;

4, Discussing particular problems with the superintendent;

5., Submitting reports to the district convention and to the
general board of education of the Missouri Synod;

6. Studying and sugeesting textbooks, methods, materials, and

other aids in teaching.39

39

Ibid., p. 3.



CHAPTER IV
ADMINISTRATION AND SUPERVISION OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL

Orgenizing and Supervising the School
The founding of the school in the individual parish is the re=
sponsibility of the local congregation. It has been pointed out that
the congregation is the unit of government in Synod. The district es
well as Synod at large has only advisory powers.

According to the Lutheran teaching, the local congregation of
believers has all spiritual powers, the powers summed up under the
term Office of the Keys. Its sphere, as a church, is exclusively
spiritual, being concerned solely with the building of Christ's
kingdom on earth, and its governing principle is the Word of God.
Accordingly, the government of the Lutheran Church is not hier-
archicual, as in the Roman Church, nor is it vested in an episcopate,
as in the Anglican (Protestant Episcopal) and Methodist Episcopsl
churches, nor in an assembly of elders, as in the Presbyterian
Church, nor in synods, or other more or less representative gather=
ings. Synodical resolutions within the Lutheran Church have no
binding force in the administration of those affairs of the local
congregation which are properly termed internal. The individual
congregation is autonomous, has and discharges the supreme external
authority, even as the Word of God is the only internal authority,
in all matters of church life and work.

Since no direct Seriptural command is given, schools belong to
those internal affairs over which congregations exercise full author-
ity. It is generally acknowledged that the attitude of the pastor is

a deciding factor in maintaining a school. If the proper appreciation

L
Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 177.
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prevails, namely, that a school is an effective means of discharging
the various obligations to the child, the home, the Church, and the
State then by common consent of all members a school is founded.2

Having erected and equipped a school, ownership is vested in
the local congregation which exercises control over all matters pertain-
ing thereto through a school board elacted by the congregation.3 Per-
haps with slight variations a typical Lutheran school board consists
of three elective laymen, the pastor, the teachers, and the elders, ex
officio.* The general duties are also the same in most cases.

The membhers of the School Board shall have supervision of the
Christian day=school and Sunday-school. They shall advise the
Souncil concerning the need of teaching apparatus, text-books, and
other equipment. They shall counsel and aid the teachers in in-
structing and training the children properly and efficiently and
in mainteining Christian discipline. They shall visit the day-
school and Sunday-school at least once during a school term and
endeavor to enroll new pupils.

The ordsined pastor, by virtue of his office is responsible for

all spiritual matters pertaining to every church activity.

When the Holy Spirit has made the minister an overseer of the
flock, He has made him overseer also of the work of any officers
whom the congregation may elect, of the various societies within
the congregation, and of their officers, of the Sunday=-school, day-
school, Bible class, and of their teachers. He is the minister of

the children as well as of the aged and hence the official teacher
of both.®

2E. Eekhardt, Die Schule, Homiletisches Reallexikon nebst Index
Rerum. St. Louis: Success Printing Co., 1913.

3Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 569.

4Constitution and By=-Laws of Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church of Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, p. 10. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1929.

Stbid., p. 14.

G
Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 476.
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Teaching being a part of the ministry the spiritual responsi-
bility is also shared by each teacher, although'only in this limited
gense. However, this mutual concern by teachers and pastor does not
excuse the pastor from his obligation.
The position of the principal under these conditions is unique.

While in the public schools the participation of teuchers in
supervision is a comparatively new jidea, in the Lutheran schools
as they are organized classroom teachers have always participated
in supervision. Owing to the 1imited number of teachers in any
one Lutheran school, specialization is practiczlly impossible.
Neither has the system aimed to develop specialists; but it has
been planned to give a uniformly general training to all teachers
alike. Although one of the teachers in any school is usually de-
signated the principal, he seldom supervises autocratically, but
gs a rule makes full use of &all contributions the teachers are
able to meke. The policies and methods are determined by the best
summary knowledge of the entire faculty rather than by the personal
wishes and opinion of the principal. The principal is the unify=-
ing and coordinating influence in the faculty, whose functions re=-

semble those of a chairman in any organization.

The advantages of synodical control of the school system have
been discussed in the previous chapter. Acting in an advisory capacity
the superintendsnt of schools znd the circuit visitor serve a definite
purpose also for.the loexl school. The merite of district supervision
have been proven by investigation and study.

Concerning State supervision Lutheran churches everywhere agree
with these statements:

1. As for State inspection, all will depend upon the exact

terms and provisions of the law. If these provisions will tend to
infringe the natural rights of parents or to violate the constitu=

7
J. A. Koss, "The Participation of Teachers in the Supervision
of Instruction," Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LXVII (January, 1932)
206‘207 ®
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tional guarantee of religious liberty, such laws should be opposed
by the Lutheran constituency.

9. fThe Use of Lunguages Other than English. =- a) The State
has an undoubted right to demand that secular branches be so taught
thet the children will readily fit into the body politic when they
grow up and, as a corollary, that instruction in all secular branches
be given through the medium of English. . . . . b) The State has
no right whatever to demand thet religious instruction be given
through the medium of English. . . . «

3. Compulsory Training in Public Schools. == It is proposed
to gein this end either by killing of f the parochial schools by a
system of opporessive regulations designed for this very purpose,
or by simply legislating them out of existence. We hold that all
such measures are a violation of natural and constitutional rights.

School Population

A prime objective of the school being to aid parents in the
discharge of their Christian duties it would seem natural for every
parent to grasp this opportunity for child training. But the facts
revesl quite a different story. Sending children to the day=school is
ruch the same with meny Lutheran parents as establishing e day-echool
is with many Lutheran congregetions and pastors. Since the Bible does
not say specifically “a day=schocl for every child" parents neglect to
enroll their children. Then too, congregations do not make attendance
in the school compulsory.

The proportion of day-school attendence by Lutheran children

for the entire synod is graphically represented in a recent number of

the officiel Missouri Synod order, The Luthersn Witness. The figures

reed: 63,042 or 27.94 per cent in the parochial school == 162,574, or

- ——

8Th. Graebner, Un-American Legielation, pp. 4«6, St. Louis:
Cencordia Publishing House.
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72.06 per cent in the public sc‘nool.9 This is the summary of statistics
gathered in 1939, the latest available.

A proper understanding and sppreciation of the Lutheran school
would mzke the present situsztion virtually impossible. Parents who
know the Lutheran teachings and have the proper attitude will be con-
struined out of love t¢ their children, duty toward God and conscience,
and respect to the Church and State, to send their children to a Chris-
tian school.

Besides serving Lutheran children the school is an excellent
iisgion agency. Christ'e commission to the Church, "Go ye therefore
end teach sll nations. . o . ," 0 implies elso little children. So the
school also affords a fine opportunity for home missions. This aspect
has been forcefully stated by Wyneken and others.

Unfortunately, this‘liberal policy is sometimes misinterpreted.
It is not uncommon for disgruntled parents of the neighborhood to bring
problem children of the public school fo the Lutheran school hoping to
find here & house of correction. This undesired misnomer has in not &
few ceses sttached itself to the parochial school. Parents who come
for other reasons than for Christian training are not encouraged to en-

roll their children. At a district convention this fact was clearly

9 -

Wm. Kramer, "Total Number of Children of School age in the
Wiesouri Synod in 1939," The Lutheran Witness, Vol. LX (March 4, 1941),
74.

10
Matt. 28:19.
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emphasgized.

Then there are slso the mission possibilities through the pa-
rish=-schools. We do not advocate converting our parish-schools
into reformatories or opportunity rooms but experience shows that
they have fine mission possibilities without going to unwarranted
extremes. Interesting people in the Christien schoel and its work
is slower work than merely “getting the children," but in the end
it brings better results.

Lutheran schools are often visited by children of Lutheran
sister congregations. This is done with the consent of both congre-
gotions concerned. Sometimes, in cases where congregations feel that
they themselves cannot afford to maintain their own school, two con=-
gregations unite and support a "union school" or "cooperative school."
Such arrengements are urged by Synod and are being practised in a num=
ber of larger cities. In the city of Cleveland this plan is being
followed by two churches, 13

Children coming from churches of other religious denominations
is also common. However, this is the voluntary expression of those
parents znd their church. Although indeed welcome, they are not so-
licited. Very often such parents show keener appreciation for the
gchool end the training received then some Lutherans.

A word ebout Lutheran children attending public elementary

gchoolg. The Lutheran position is that non-uttendance in the Christien

11 s
Proceedings of the 62nd Convention of the Central District,

(June, 1939) p. 70.

12
Lutheran School Journsl, Vol. LXXIIT (Mey, 1938), 423.

13ngheran School Journsl, Vol. LXXV (November, 1939), 138.
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day-school should be the exception. Only out of extreme necessity, or
if no Lutheran school is accessible, may parents send their children
to the public school. They then assume & double share of Christian re-
sponsibility.l4 Concerning the principles of public education gener-
£lly the Lutheran Church holds with Luthers:

Hven if there were no soul and men did not need schools and the
lenguages for the sake of Christianity and the Seriptures, still
for the establishment of the best schools everywhere, both for boys
and girls, this consideration is of itself gsufficient, namely, that
society, for the maintenance of civil order and the proper regula-
tion of the household, needs accomplished and well=trained men and
women. Now, such men are to come from boye and such women from
girls; hence it is necessary that boye and girls be properly taught
and brought up.ls

The church sffiliation of children in the schools of the Central

District is as follows: Total enrolment, 8,307; from congregation,
€,457; from sister congregations, 446; from other churches, 477; no

1
church affiliation, 644. .

Financing the Loceal Schooi
With the exception of mission congregations, which may receive
support from the district school aid fund, a school is financed by the
voluntery contributions of &ll members, not only by those who have

children enrolled in it.l7

14 ‘
Eckhardt, Op. Cit., pp. 28-29.

lsF. V. N. Painter, Luther on Bducetion, p. 135. St. Louis:
Concordia Publishing House, 1928&.

6Statisti0a1 Year-book of the Ev. Lutheran Synod of Missouri,
Ohio, and Other States for the Year 1939, p. 178. St. Louisg: Cencordia

Publishing House, 1940.

17
Bekhardt, Op. Cit.. PE- 53=54.,
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Desiring to have their children not merely instructed in secular
brenches, but also, indeed, above all, in the Word of God and to
have them truly educated and brought up in the nurture and admoni=-
+ion of the Lord, Lutheran Christians, hesides helping to support
the public schools with their taxes, cheerfully and liberally, from
private funds, contribute towards the maintenance of their parochial
schools.
The constitution of one congregation lists as a duty of its members "to
contribute according to ability toward the maintenance of church and

19 mnis is the recommended procedure and is by and large the

school."
usual practice.

In some schools, it may be said, a tuition is requested of all
pupils, even of church members. This, however, is not looked upon as
the proper method, gince it may cause some to withhold their children,?0
Smaller sums are sometimes received for gchool purposes from groups or
individuszls in the congregation. Money raised by means of school active-
ities is also considered gquestionable.

As for State support of Lutheran schools, the answer is decid-
edly negative. The Lutheran Church is opposed to & distribution of
public funds for any religious purpose. There are four major reasons

for this attitude: Granting and accepting public aid (1) is a step

towards uniting Church and State, (2) is unconstitutional, (3) would

18
Concordis Cyclopedia, P 569.

19 "
Constitution end By-Laws of Trinity Ev. Luth. Church of Indi-

anapolis, Ind., p. 5.

20
Eckhardt, Op. Cit., p. 58.
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subject schools to State control, and (4) Luthersns would indirectly be

paying to support schools of other denominations.2

Means and Agencies for School Publicity

This statement concerning school publicity may be true, "The
general public knows practically nothing, end our own Lutherans not
enough, concerning our scl'xools."'?'2 Here is a phase of school work which
has undoubtedly been neglected. There are reasons no doubt, and vary=
ing conditions may meke proper interpretation difficult. But if the
cause of Christisn education is to flourish this necessary activity
can not be disregarded.

The task of asdvertising Lutheran schools is a double one.
There is & larger and a smzller sphere in which this work is done. The
emaller is the congregation and is the more important; the lurger is
the public. The most effective means of interpretation in the local

23

congregetion is through the most powerful influence, the pulpit.”” It

iz suggested and is quite common practice for Lutheran pastors to de=~
liver one "school sermon" each year, besides devoting a paragreph or

two to the school whenever the sermon subjects during the course of the

year provide the occmsion. 24 Second in importance is the congregational

21
Ibid. » PPe 58“599

22 g
E. BE. Foelber, "School Publicity, Why end How," Lutheran School

Journal, Vol. LXII ( November, 1927), 415.

)
23

Ibid., p. 415. 24gckhardt, Op. Cit., p. 55.
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meeting where regular school reports are often given, either by the
pastor or & representative of the school. Private conversations with
church members either by the teachers or the pastor is a method used
in winning support for the school.?? Other means employed are the so=
called "vigiting day", articles in local and synodical church papers
and bulletins, exhibits, entertainments, programs, childreng' Christmes
servicee, childrens' choruses participating in divine worship, the
Sunday=egchool, the parent-teacher association, synodical conventions,
the radio, perticularly through “"The Lutheran Hour."

So far as interpreting the Lutheran school to the public is
concerned efforts are negligible. Perhaps the only nation-wide public-
+y the school has ever enjoyed, and that only incidentsl, is through
"The Lutheran Hour" broadcast, where the speaker, Dr. Walter A. Maier,

tekes every occasion to point out the merits of Luthersn elementary
education. Lutheran schools have, however, perticipated in public ed=
ucational exhibits at world fairs and county fairs end similer events.
At "The Louisiane Purchase Exposition" in 1904, the schools of the
Missouri Synod were awarded the first prize for their contribution to
en exhibit in which public and private schools of the nation partici-
pated.26

In peneral, interpreting Lutheran schools to the public hes not

25

5 26
Ibid., p. 56.

Beck, Op. Cit., p- 269.
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been done consistently or systematically. Sometimes an cccasional bit
of information is published in the news papers by individual schools.
Some schools utilize the community paper. A functional program of pub-
licity may prove highly advantageous.

The various aspects of school publicity are given in the follow-
ing outline:

Lutheran School Publicity, General and Specific.

Nature of: Congtructive, not antipatheticel; optimistic, not
pessimistic; informational, not boastful; benevolent, not malevo-
lent.

Purpose of:=-

1. Impress sacred and secular value of Christian training.
2. Proclaim attainments of our schools.
3. Arouse and maintain appreciation of them and respect for them.
4. Induce and intensify a feeling of responsibility for them.
5. Show what they are, stand for, achieve; why they should te
fostered, meintained, supported, safeguarded.
€. Cell attention to their needs and requirements.
7. Bring societies into closer and more active touech with them.
8. Inform the general public as to ==

Our reasons for maintaining them;

The principles involved;

The courses given therein;

The results obtained;

Our determination to defend and to safeguard them.
9. Counteruct false statements, correct erroneous impressions, re-
fute malicious eccusations.
10. Acquaint etate school officials and representative citizens with
our reasons, purpose, aim, object as to our schools. '
11. Induce other congregations by example to establish Christien
dey=schools,
12. Carry on mission-work. o
12. Prove our sincerity, seriousness, devotion in matters pertaining
to Chrigtian day-school training.
14, Prove that our schools meet just demands, that they are not in-
ferior, that they meke for the best citizenship.
15. Strees the inestimable value and the crying need of positive
Christien training for home, Church, and State.
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Necessity ofi==

For the schoolroom and in the home;

At congregationszl services and meetings;
At the meetinge of our societies;

In private conversations;

In church and in the public press;

At conferences and synodical sessions;
Through leaflets, pamphlets, tracts.

Means forge-

Reading prepared papers before various audiences;
Extemporaneous talks;

Publishing articles and illustrations; b ‘
Distributing tracts. Disseminating correct information, refut-

ing erroneous statements and claims, defending our common and guar=
anteed rights, calling our people to action for their schooly=-

1.
2
3,
4.

Through exhibits; )
Through commencements that characterize our Lutheran schools;

Through advertisements.
Occasions fori==-

Beginning and close of term;
Confirmation;

Conferences and synods;
Special happenings.27

27 : ) e
Central District School Bulletin, Vol. III (July, 1923) 9-10.



CHAPTER V

GRADE ORGANIZATION AND THE CURRICULUM

OF THE LUTHERAN SCHOOLS IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT

Types of Schools and Grade Organization

Many Lutheran schools, like the majority of public schools, are
one=tezcher schools. The proportion in both gystems is quite similar.
There were more than 143,000 one-rcom schools in the United States in
1930 which constituted more than 50 per cent of the total in the coun=-
try.l The number of one-teacher Lutheran gchools constitutes slightly
more than 50 per cent of the total.z In the Central District the reatio
of these schools to the total number of schools in the district is
only 40 per cent as is shown in Table 3. The majority of one-teacher
schools in the synod as a whole are rural schools. In 1931 €& per cent
were found in rural communities and smaller villages, 13 per cent in
towns having a population of from 500 to 2,500 and 19 per cent in cities
having a population of over 2,500.3

Comparatively few Lutheran schools in the Missouri Synod have

1Beck, Op. Cit., p- 70. "Biennial Survey of Education in the
U. S., 1930-1932,"

2
Stetisticsl Year-book, 1939.

3A. Schmieding, "Supply and Demand in Teacher Training in the
Missouri Synod," Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LXX (February, 1935), 264.
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more than three teachers owing to the fact that the majority of congre-
gotions average 260 baptized members? and, school attendance being op-
tional, & considerable number of children are not enrolled. In this
respect too, the Central District compares favorably with other districts,
having nine four-teecher schools znd several schools employing even a
larger teaching staff. The six~-, seven~, and nine-teacher schools are
located in Fort Wayne.5

Table 3

THE WUMPER OF SCHOOLS OF VARICUS SIZES
IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT.

. Tumber of Percentage 0f
teachers per school Number of schools | _different type schools
licovsnneonns 46 41l.1
Ziswesnnsnsna 35 31.1
Besosoossssnse 16 14,3
de covssesnren 9 g.1
Bewovsanunass 2 1.8
Giss sumewomaes 2 1.8
Tevososososan 1 9
Bssusdbonndte - =
Desvoovsssons 1 «9

Statistical Year-book, 1939, pp. 53=58.

Crade orgenization in the different school units are not always
glike for the same type of school. Some one=- and two-room schools have

only seven grades while others maintain eight. Grade ermangements for

4
Statistical Year-book, 1939, pp. 36-165.

?Lutheran Annual, 1941, St. Louis, MissourI: Concordia Pub-
Lishing House, pp. 142-143.
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three~-teacher schools may be either 3 = 2 = 3, or 2 = 3 = 3; for four-
teacher schools the plan is usually the same, 2 = 2 - 2 = 2.6 Class
enrolment, building facilities, and other local conditions make these
different arrangements necessary.

Recent studies indicate a graduasl decrease in grade enrolment
for the Lutheran schools generally. Computed on the basis of synod-
ical statistics the average class size per teacher for the whole school
system is at present thirty-two, the mean room enrolment for all schools
in the Centrsl District being thirty-nine.7

However, if it can be assumed that efficiency increases with
the reduction of the number of grades per teacher the situation in this
district warrents favorsble comment. It should be borne in mind that
the enrolment in one-~, two=, and three=-teucher schools does not approx-
imate the proportion of such schools to the larger schools, meking the
number of pupils per teacher fewer in schools with a smaller teaching
gtaff than in schools with more teachers. The average room enrolment

in rural schools and smeller city schools for 1939 wes thirty=-five.

Curriculum Development

As can be inferred from the many recormendations end resolutions

which heve been gquoted in foregoing chapters Synod hus from the beginning

GEmpfehlungen de;;}ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁiﬁ:ﬁﬁﬂuﬂﬁ@mmi98i°n an die Gemeinden des
Mittleren Distrikts, 1919, p. 14.

l',
Statistical Year-book, 1939, p. 178.

8Ibid., pp. 53=-58.
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promoted school expansion and development, including also such things
as materials, methods, and the curriculum.

Committees were appointed to study and revise text-books, es-
pecielly readers, geographies, and histories. The Illirnois District in
1874 sdopted an extensive program of revision, other districts follow=
ing the lead thus given.9 The need for definite courses of study for
individual schools and digtrict systems became more apparent from year
to year. As early as 1890 a course of study had been published for the
Lutheran schools of Milwaukee.lo Until the creation of the office of
school superintendence Synod issued such manuals of instruction as the
“"Lehrplan fuer die Gemeindeschulen der Ev. Lutherisch Missourisynode"
which found wide adoption by the schools. Lutheran schools have gen=
erally organized their work to meet prevailing standards in the secular
branches in any locality and to go beyond by teaching religion besides.ll

What has been said of the schools of Synod applies in equal
mezsure to the Central District. The use of Synod-zpproved "Lehrplens,”
no doubt, tended to give the schools considerable uniformity and sup-
plied the lack of centralized direction before the institution of super-
intendence in 1918. Immediately upon appointment the first superinten=

dent made recormmendations and organized committees for drawing up a

9
Beck, Op. Cit., p. 182.

O"Lehrplan fuer.die Cemeindeschulen der Evang.-Lutherischen
Missouri=Synode zu Milwaukee, Wis.," [Ev. Luth. Schulblatt, Vol. XXV
(April, 1890), 97-128.

11
Beck, Op. Cit., p. 295.

— —
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comprehensive course of study for the district. 1In an effort to launch
the program the first report of the superintendent listed five sugges~
tions:
1. Clasgsify the schools according to types.

2. Give each type of school a definite and eventually a de-
tailed course of study.

2., Introduce "The Teachers' Daybook." (A record of the work in
school making it possible for the teacher to summarize his work
into weekly, monthly, and yearly records.)

4, Recormmend uniformity of textbooks.

%. Recommend recitation plens.

That seme year an outline course of study by the board of edu-
cation and the superintendent was written and sent to each individual
gchool. This outline plan was given out for a year's trial, subject to
immediete changes to meet local requirements and subject also to a uni-
form revisien by the school committee in conjunction with the superinten-
dent end the teachers at the end of the year. The teachers were asked
to discuse the outline in the larger conferences and gend their evalua-
tion and revision to the board of education. "In this way a definite
course will result which is at once uniform and fessible, and which has
the sanction and good will of the teachers, & course which they have
made themselves with the aid and direction of the committee."l3

Three detziled courses of study were ready for use by the fol-
lowing year, 1920. Two of them were courses for Lutheran rural schools

and one for graded schools. Based on the "Outline Course of Study" the

three plans were gotten up by teachers in the district representing the

12 - - -
Enmp fehlungen der Distrikts=Schulkommission and die Gemeinden
des Mittleren Distrikts, 1919, pp. 10-14.

13
Ibid., p. 11.
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different types of schoolg. An introductory paragraph from the first
printing reads: "All of the plans are unfinished products; none final.
They are published for inspection and trial, and for further improve=-
ment."l4

These were only tentative plans, yet serving a distinct need.

Out of these grew The Manual and Course of Study for the Lutheran Schoolsg

of the Central District which was published in 1923, being the product

of a selected cormittee of Lutheran educztors in this district.ls This
contribution aided in standardizing the work of the schools in the dis-
trict, provided & comprehensive course of instruction for all types of
schools in the system, end served as a guide to teachers throughout

the synod. The chief purposes are given in the "Foreword."

The principal purpose of this book is unification of our schools
go far es poesible or practicable.

The second purpose is to give a definite idea of the work re-
quired in each branch of study, together with suggestions as to
methods. Each subject is outlined for an eight=year course. Defin-
ite work is assigned to each of the eight grades. Many suggestions
as to how the work of various grades may be combined, ss to how un=
graded schools may adapt the course to their needs, are given,
which we hope will be of value to the teacher.

Although this manual was prepared principally for the schools
of the Central District, yet it may be profitably used, we hope,
by the schools thoughout the synod.

4Central District Bulletin, Vol. I (December, 1920) 1.
15 .
Ibid., pp. 4-5.

16 ranual and Course of Study for the Lutheran Schools of the
Centrzl District, Ed. by Theo. M. Kosche and H. A. Mertz, p. 3. Fort
Wayne, Indiana: Nuoffer Printing Co., 1923.
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This course of study was highly endorsed in Lutheran circles as
well as by public school officisls.l! It was introduced in meny schools
of other districts and was revised and adopted by the Northern Illinois

418

Distric end by the South Wisconsin District19 in 1928,

The Central District has since the issuing of the Manual and

Course of Study not undertaken curricular congtruction. This work be=

came a function of Synod's general school board which by 1920 had been
empowered fo prepare new courses of study which would not only approx=-
imete, as far as practicable, those of the public schools but also give
full end due emphasis to each subject in the curriculum and not only to
the religious courses proper, in order that the program as & whole would
stress and coordinate distinctively Christian objectives and methods in
keeping with the expressed purposes of the schools.zo

In 1924 the general school hoard, through the executive secre-
tary, together with representatives of district boards and instructors
of Concordis Teachers College, appointed a curriculum committee to

undertake the preparation of a curriculum for zll Lutheran schools.

This committee was to gain the assistance of men qualified to carry out

17
Central District School Bulletin, Vol. III (October, 1923), 5.

PR

18
Courge of Study for Luthe ran Schools of Northern Illinois,

St. Louis: GConcordia Publishing House, 1926.

19Gourse of Study for Lutheran Schools of South Wisconsin. St.
Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1928.

20
Proceedings of the 31st Convention of the Missouri Synod,

1920. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House.
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i s g : ; 2
the plans in the respective subjects of the curriculum. . So far cur-

ricula for the following subjects have been published: Arithmetic,22
9 P) E 2
art,ZB church history,24 German,25 language,“6 music,”7 501ence,“8

9 3

0)
spelling,”” and one for kindergarten.o These programs of instruction
offer a distincly Lutheran phileosophy of elementary education, are basic
for any regional course of study, and may be applied under different

typee of school organization. They have been recommended for use by

all districts of Synod and have therefore displaced the Manual and

T. Kuehnert, "The Lutheran One=tsacher School,” Lutheran School
Journal, Vol. LXXI (april, 1936), 358-359.
22 . :
A. L. Miller, Curriculum in Arithmetic for Lutheran Schools.
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1932

23
B. Deffner and A. B. Diesing, Surriculum in Art for Lutheran
Schools. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1932.

M. E. Dobberfuhl, Curriculum in Church History for Lutheran
Schools. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1932.
25
B. Ebert and H. M. Zurstadt, Curriculum in German for Lutheran
Schools. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1930,

26A. Schmieding, Curriculum in Language for Lutheran Schools.
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1932.

27
H. M. Zurstadt, Curriculum in Music for Lutheran Schools.
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1931.
28
J. B. Potzger, Curriculum for the Teaching of Science in the
Lutheran Schools. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1931.

29

H. A. Mertz, and W. A. Siems, Curriculum in Spelling for
Lutheran Schools. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1931,

0
R. A. Mangelsdorf, Curriculum for Lutheran Kindergartens.
St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1931.
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Course of Study and other instructional programs in the Central District.

The curriculum for Lutheran schoole is child-centered and mekes
subject-matter e meens toward attaining the objective of Lutheran schools.
This thought is expressed in one curriculum thus:

In this curriculum, language, 2s in all of the curricula of
this series, an attempt has been made to give the teachers and the
whole school a plan of instruction on the basis of a single set of
unified, basic, and comprehensive objectives. . . . .

How can the Lutheran school consciously neglect to use also the
language period to attain the purpose for which God has given the
language and yet lay claim to being o Christien institution? It is
hoped, therefore, that the language curriculum will serve as & further
stimulus and encouragement for a genuine Christian language instruc-
tion to a@ll who study it.

Subjects and Time Alloiments

Lutheran elementery schools include in their curriculum, besides
a epecial course in religion, the subjects usually taught in public
grade schools. The secular branches, as they are commonly termed, are
presented from the Christian point of view, end are permeated with Bib-
lical verity. Since the schools are primarily schools of religion it is
quite natural for religion to rank high on the progrem. In most cases
the time devoted to the study of religion approximates one hour daily.

A tabulation of the time distribution for each subject is given
in Table 4. This very timely piece of information wes presented at the
last Southern Indizna Teachers' Conference by the superintendent of

schools. Several noteworthy factors regarding the program of instruc-

tion are disclosed. First, it gives a composite of the subjects and

3lSchmieding, Op. Cit., pp. R=4.
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Table 4

IN LUTHERAN SCHOOLS OF THE CENTRAL DISTRICT

e

o ——
e . o e e i A 0 G

S G S

1688

1926

Central District
Lutheran Schools

1940

e

Public Schools

Indiana

Missouri

Religion
Devotions
Bible History
Catechism
Hymns
Bivle Reading

English-Lang.=-Arte
Reading & Lit.

Languege

Crammar and
Composgition
Spelling

German
Reading
Language and
Composition
Writing

Social Studies
History
Civics
Geography
Science
Health
Safety

Arithmetic
FPenmanchip
Art

Music

Fhyeical Ed. and
Other Activities

Minutes per week

600

(See
Feligion)

250
(see
German )
90

60

250

500

225

300

75

60

90

350

415

300

300

/4

60

100

50

Cpening
Exercises

5

550

500

100

75

50

50

650

250
100
150
100

75
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activities generally found in the curriculum of Lutheran schools.
Secondly, it shows the time distribution in Lutheran schools for each
subject or field from 1888 to 1940. And thirdly, it makes a compar=-
ison of the time allotment in 1940 of Lutheran schools of the Central
District with public schools of Missouri and Indisna. As wes cautioned,
these figures represent an average, such as might be found in a one=
room school, uand are, for that reason, not applicable to an individual
school or local system.

The figures in Table 4 give the number of minutes per week used
for sach subject. Religion, English, social studies, and arithmetic
recelve the greatest amount of time. Science being classified under
social studies, it is not indicated how much emphasis this receives.

But from recent studies it is learned that general science has not al-
ways been given due consideration. The time allotment in general com=
pares quite favorably with that of the public schools. The time given
to social studies may seem rather meager. It must be remembered, however,
that religion serves the same purposes and is extensively correlated
with history, geography, and citizenship, making these studies decidedly
effective in their applicuations. Such practical courses as home eco-
nomics and manual training are not to be found on most Lutheran school
programs. However, this being an approximate or average of what might
be found in a one=room school, it is likely that in larger schools more
time is appropriated to the sciences and perhaps other subjects, while

activities not represented here would be added to the program.
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German formerly received congiderable attention, but since 1926,

and in some instances befors then, this subject has either been dropped

from the course of study or has been made optional., The main reason

for the study of Cermen has been to preserve the religious heritage

since the doctrines of the Lutheran Church were originally written in

German. Religious instruction was for several generations conducted

in the German 1anguage.. Another reason for the study of this language

was that most church services were then conducted in German. But today,

and for some time previously, the English services in Missouri 3ynod

3 . i
Lutheran churches greatly outnumber the German, 2 making the study of

German unnecessary for that purpose.

3zStatistical Year=-book, 1939, p. 165.




CHAPTER VI
TEACHING PERSONNEL

Preparatory Training of Teachers

Although "The 0ld Log Cabin," which was built by the Saxon im=
migrants in 1839, served incidentally as a teacher training institution,
it was chiefly a theological seminary.> The first endeavor toward the
training of teachers was made in 1846 by Dr. Sihler in Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana, as has been stated in Chapter III. This school, too, had the two-
£01d purpose of training pastors and teachers but with definite plans
for preparing teachers.2 Tn 1855 a separate teachers' seminary was
founded as a private venture in Milweukee.3 Two years later this school
was combined with the so-called practical seminary at Fort Weyne, which
continued as a combination seminary for pastors and teachers.4 In 1864
the teachers seminary waus transferred to Addison, Illinois, a village
ghout twenty miles west of Chics.go.5 Now came an era of steady growth

until building facilities were no longer adequate so that it was finally

1 ; s
P. E. Kretzmann, "The Development of Higher Bducation in the
Missouri Synod," Ebensezer, pp. 229-231.

2Ibid., pp. 229-231.

3
Wim. A. Kramer, Church History Inserts for Text-~books in U. 5.
History, No. 21. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, January, 1941.

frvid. . We. 2.

5
P. B. Kretzmann, Op. Cit., p. 241.

67
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decided to relocate. The school was moved in 1913 to River Forest,
Tllinois, = beautiful, quiet suburb of Chicago. Concordia Teachers
College, as it is now known, has been occupying its modern and commo=
dious quarters to the present time.6

Reginning with 1896 preparatory classes for Addison Teachers
Seminary were taught at Seward, Nebraska,7 where a second Lutheran nor-
mal school was established in 1894.8 By 1906 the Seward institution
had become a fully accredited college of education.g This school was
coeducational, whereas Concordia of River Forest was until 1938 a
school for young men, at which time it also became coeducational. Most
Missouri Synod teachers' colleges and theologicel seminaries bear the
name Concordia.

Before 1933 the institutions at River Forest and Seward cone
sisted of a four-year high-school depurtment and two=years of college.
The faculties at both places are constituted about equally of pastors
and teachers. With the exception of one woman assistant engaged at
each institution, in the training school at River Forest and the music
department ut Seward,lo the instructors are men who are called to their

office by Synod and who hold life-tenure, provided all conditions are

6 s i e
Ibid., p. 242. r7Kramer, Church History Inserts, No. 32.

o}

P. E. Kretzmen, Op. Cit., p. 243,

Kramer, Church History Inserts, No. 32.

10Pr°°69dings of the 37th Convention of the Missouri Synod, 1938,

p. 68.
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met and continued satisfactorily.

The curriculum for the Lutheran teacher-training institutions
has always besn quite comprehensive in the amount of work required.
Study periods during the course of a day were virtually unknown until
recent years, and all courses were obligatory., The work is also very
thorough, and most students are boarding students, whose whole time and
attention is given to their studies. Satisfactory completion of the
program at both normal schools demands diligence and persevsrance con=
sidering that there is much extra work in piane, pipe-organ, music
theory, vocal and choral training, and conducting, which is required
of 21l students, men as well as women, who later function as orgenists
and choir directors in the churches.

Ae an outcome of the general convention in 1935 the period of

teacher=truining was extended one year, 2 third year being added to the

courses in the two colleges.ll By synodical approval the program at

both inetitutions was expanded in 1928 to include standard four-year

curricula, with possible majors in fields of education, religious adw

ucation, music, social studies, =nd English, enabling students to se=

cure recognized Pachelor's degrees in these fields.lz

Since pastors are required to act in supervisory and sometimes

teaching capacities the theological seminaries have also provided courses

1 .
Proceedings of the 36th Convention of the Missouri Synod,

1935, p. 38.
12

Proceedings of the 37th Convention of the Missouri Synod,
¥988B; p« 6
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in education. Besides the educational offerings at the seminaries
pastors have an opportunity of enrolling in the summer school at River
Forest. Synod is at present contemplating more ways and means of alde
ing al) pastors and especially the teaching pastors in the fulfillment
of educational obligations.

It has been mentioned that the normal schools of the Missouri
Synod are now coeducational. Although the number has not bveen determined
it is known that many of the woman teachers in Lutheran schools have
not been trained at either Seward or River Forest colleges.

With‘probably few exceptions teachers in the Lutheran schools
of the Central District have been graduated from one of the two Missouri

Synod normal schools,

Training of Teachers in Service

As & means of mutual edification and encouragement the organ-
ization of teachers' conferences was urged by Synod at an early date.
Conferences were accordingly organized in each district, their size
being determined by locality and convenience. The Central District is
composed of three separate conferences, each meeting semi-annually, for
two- or three-day sessions. Besides these, there is the General Teachers
Conference held once each year and several city teachers' conferences
which meet every month. The program consists of the reading and dis-
cussing of papers prepared by teachers and occasionally demonstrations
and lectures by educational specialists. Some of the conferences are

joint meetings of pestors end teachers. During these sessions problems
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of a broader nature are presented and -discussed.
Next to the conference the oldest form of professional training

advocated by Synod was through the Lutheran School Journal, originally

entitled, Evangelisch-Lutherisches Schulblatt. This publication was

at first a private venture, sponsored by the General Teachers Confer-
ence under the editorship of Director Lindemann of the Addison Teachers
Seminary. In 1869 it was taken over by the synod as en official publi-
cation, to be edited by the faculty of the teachers' college.13

Of more recent origin are the summer schools and institutes
which have been conducted =t Concordia Teachers College, River Forest,
Illinois since 1932, for the prime purpose of training teachers in
service. The type of work offered by the institution during the summer
months snd otherwise is indicated in +the report submitted at the last
synodicsl convention. It is stated that in addition to thé main work
during the school=year the institution conducts during the summer vaca=
tion a summer-school for teschers, a Sunday-school teachers' institute,
a choirmasters' institute, and a number of senminars.

During the past two school-years & Saturday=-school was con=
ducted from October to May, offering extension courses to teachers in
the neighborhood. In accord with a synodical resolution passed in 1935,

’ 14 5 5 X
a correspondence school has been established. Txtension courses have

13 .
Proceedings of the 14th Convention of the Missouri Synod,

1869, p. 98.

14
Proceedings of the 37th Convention of the Missouri Synod,

1938, pp. 58=59.
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also been given at River Foregt, Milwaukee, and Fort Wayne.lS The
instructors for these special courses are selected from various Missouri
Synod colleges and seminaries as well as from the school field and the
ministry.

Many teachers have also attended the sumner sessions at Valpa=
raiso University. The feasibility of amalgamating the present Valpa-
raiso University with the teachers' college at River Forest, preserv-
ing the function of the latter as a teachers' college and meking pos-
gible the wider usefulnegs and continued security of the former is a
problem confronting Synod at this time. 16

Although the exact number has not been ascertained it is known
that a number of teuchers attend non-Lutheran colleges and universities.
Indianepolis may give some indication as to the extent of such training.

Approximately 75 per cent of the teachers are enrolled in some univers-

ity while 30 per cent are doing graduate work.

Types of Teachers
The teaching personnel in Lutheran schools is composed of four
types: The regular installed teacher, the woman teacher, the teaching
pastor, and the student teacher. Only men properly prepared for their

vocation, meaning that they are graduates of either River Forest or

15Lutheran School Journal, Vol. LXXIV (November, 1938), p. 136.

16 " "
Proceedings of the 37th Convention of the Missouri Synod,

1938, p. 62.
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Seward teachers' college, are called as regular teachers.!’ The term
"teacher" in the Lutheran church implies more than whet is usually con=-
nected with the name. According to the Lutheran church the calling of
a teacher grows out of the ministry of the Word,_though limited in its
sphere and functions it is similer to that of a pastor.18 It is for
+his reason that he is sometimeés classified as o minister of religion.
His work is considered a life-work. Dismissal from office may result
from differences in doctrine, lack of sound moral conduct, or unsatis-
factory work. It is because of the nature of this office and also the
various duties required of teachers that the great majority of Lutheran
teachers are men.

It is of comparatively recent date that women are employed as
teachers in Lutheran schools. Women teachers are appointed merely as
assistants, never being called to their position but serving tempora=-
TilYolg Most of the woman teachers contracted before 1925 had not been
trained in synodical institutions and were, therefore, not specially
trained for parochial school work. This fact led to much criticism re=
sulting in the following expression by the Missouri Synod in 1929.

We hold that the calling of regular mele graduates of our
synodicual normal institutions as teachers to our parish-schools
must by all means remain the rule and order in our Synod. .All
congregamtions are, therefore, urged to call male teachers in pref-
srence to employing woman teachers and t0 strive that woman teach=

ers are replaced by regularly called male teachers as soon as
local conditions will permit.

17
Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 569.

18 19
Ibid., p. 749. Ibid., p. 569.
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At the same time we are of the opinion that the employment of

woman teachers in our parish=schools cannot be avoided altogether,
nor should it be discountenanced under all circumstances. We hold
thet woman teachers often are especially adapted to fill positions
successfully in the lower grades of our schools. However, congre-
gationsg in engaging woman teschers should exercise great care that
only such women are appointed as teachers in our parish=schools us
have been thoroughly trained also in the teaching of religion and
in every way have received a full training, preferably in our own
institutions, that will fit them for Christian parish-work.

Pastor-teachers are still common in Lutheran churches at the

present time. The reason for this is obvious from Lutheran doctrines
as related in earlier chapters. Usually pastors teke charge of schools
; 2

in their congregations until a regular teacher can be called. 1 fThere
are, however, some assistant pastors who are requested by congregations
to act also as day-school teachers. Most teaching pastors are found
in rural one=room schools.

The custom of placing students from Synod's teachers' colleges
in parish schools has been somewhat curtailed, since the gupply has ex=
conded the demand of teachers. In place of student teachers, graduates
of the normal schools are offered vacant teaching positions. These
candidete teachers, as they are classified, are men serving temporarily

without permsnent calls.

The latest Statistical Yearbook gives the number of different

type teachers for the Central District as follows: Installed, 191;

women, 20; pastors, 5; normal candidates, 17; ministerial candidates, 1;

20
Proceedings of the 34th Convention of the Missouri Synod,

1929, p. 73.

21
Concordia Cyclopedia, p. 569.
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normal students, 1; ministerial students, 1.22 The figures seem to
indicate that in this district the policy is still being observed of
keeping schools chiefly in the hands of regularly called male teachers,
who are not only well trained for their work but who also make this

their life profession.

Tenure, Retirement, Salaries, and Duties of Teachers

The tenure of office among male teachers in Lutheran schools is
unugually long. The majority of men remain in office as long as they
are physically able to teach. An official compilation of the age of
teachers and their years of service in the same system, made in 1931,
reveals that the period of service of retiring teachers averaged thigty-

five years, whereas their average age at retirement or death was about

sixty=two years.23

The problem of retirement was met in the past by annuity grants
from Synod's Board of Support for such as needed financial assistance,
such aid also being continued to widows until death. 1In 1937 the
Missouri Synod instituted comprehensive pension plans for pastors,
professors, and teachers, finenced by joint contributions by individual
workers, congregations, institutional= and mission-boards. The Pension
System, however, has not received wide adoption in the Central District,

only 41 per cent of the congregations and 51 per cent of the pastors

22
Statistical Year-book, 1940, p. 178.

23
Statisticsl Year-book, 1931, p. 156.
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and teachers of the district having joined.24
Salaries of teachers in Lutheran schools seldom rise above a

fixed level. They vary according to local conditions. Some congrega=
tions furnish homes for their teachers in addition to the salary. This
arrangement is generally found in rural parishes. OCity churches some=
times make rental allowances besides the regular salary. If it may be
assumed that the ssme conditions prevail today the following figures
may show the salary range for this district. In 1928 the salaries for
Lutheran elementary school teachers of the Central District were stated
officially as extending from $800 and free residence in the country

to $2,300 in the city. 2>

A Lutheren day=-school teacher has considerable responsibility

beyond the class-room. Musicianship is the most degired qualification
of a teacher next to teaching ability, for in the great majority of
cases he is required to serve as church organist and very often as
choir director. In many instences he conducts either a Bible- or Sunday=
school class or acts as superintendent of the Sunday-school. He is
frequently secrotary of the congregation and a leader of young people's
societies. Other less regular activities performed by teachers are of

a socisl, educative, und missionary character. I+ is evident that the

-

4 i e 8
W. Birkner, "A Private Letter for Public Reading," The Lutheran
Witness, Vol. LX (March 18, 1941), Central District Edition, p. l.

2

5
Central District Bulletin, 1928, p. 14.
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1ities for growth end jeadership are manifolde perhaps the vest
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CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY AND CONGLUSIONS

Summary

The aim of this study was to supply relieble and coordinated
information on the Lutheran elementary gchool pystem in the Central
m wes 1O determine the

i Synod. e proble

District of the Missour
tery gchools in

this gigtricte

g of the elemen

resson for and the statu

On the vasis of the published reports of the proceedings of
the general and the district synodical conventions, statistical census
date, and & yariety °of other authentic sources, the most gignificent
focts disclosed in this study are summarized &8 follows:
The Missouri synod of the Luthersan Church congiders parochial
an offective means foT religious instruction end christien ad=

schools
j shment

t1y, this syn

ucetion. Consequen

of such gchool® jn local congregationse
f Lutheran elementary gchools jg to give knowl=

The objective 0

rough Jesus Ch

odge of salvation th

zenship in the Statee
the present time,

1941, is 1,874 with of 71,70 Only o7.94 per cent of the
totel of Lutheran school-aged children are represented 4p Lutheran
public scho0l8e Numericully,

schoolse. 72,06 per cent are ottending
78
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the highest point of development was in the years 1926 and 1927. During
this periocd there were 1,390 schools with an enrolment of 81,457,
The Central District, organized in 1854 und comprising the states

of Indiana, Ohio, and sections of Kentucky and West Virginia, is among

the oldest districts of the Missouri Synod. In this district there are

218 congregations and 115 schools with an enrolment of &,296,
The esteblishment and meintensnce of schools has been a major

concern of this district throughout its history. The precepts end ex=
hortztions of Wyneken and Sihler, zealous pioneers of Lutheranism who
lebored in this area, are still ohserved by the district. This is
evident from the recommendations end resolutions pertaining to the
school system. But these recommendations are not practised by 52 per
cent of the lecel congregations.

Since 1918 the district has maintained the office of school
superintendent. Acting in an advisory capacity district supervision
is made possible through the superintendent, the visitor, the board of
educution, =nd the president of the districte.

The founding of a school in the local parish is the responsi=-
bility of the local congregation. The resolutions of the district
have no binding force. Rach congregetion exercises complete author-
ity in the maintenance and the administration of the school.

The population in the schoels of the Central District consists
of 6,457 children from the congregation supporting the school, 446

children from sister congregations, 477 children from other churches,

644 children having no church affiliation.
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ol publicity have not received

School interpretatien and scho

guf ficient attention.
The majority of the schools in the district employ two or more

teachers. Cne-room schools are predominantly rural.

gince 1923 curriculum construction has not been undertaken by

the districte This work is now under the gupervision of the general
synod. Curricule, based on the Lutheran philosophy of educetion, have

been prepared in the various gubject fields for ell the gchoolse
In addition 1o the gecular gubjects the schools of the district
include on their program & course in religion. German has almost en<

tirely disappeared from the course of gtudys
Regular teechers recelve preparatory training in one of the
Migsouri Synod normal colleges: A regulelr tepcher belongs to the
ministry end holds 1ife=-tenure. In 1939 men constituted 90 per cent
of the total n&mber of teachere in the gistricte

Gonclusiona

warrante the following conclusions:

parochiul achool 8

The study
gours Synod

ystem the Mis

1. By advocating &
h heeds the Biblical command to train children in

of the Lutheran Churc

the nurture of the Lorde
2. The parochial gchool system is an indiepensable means ©f
fessionalism gnd 81 excellent agency for church

meintaining gound con

extension.
policies of

3, There exists groes inconsistency petween the
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the synod and the practices of the lecal congregations. A functional

progrem of school promotion is vitally necessary,

4. The gchool policies of the Central District agree with

those of Synod. 1In this district there preveils a condition similar

to that of the synod, calling for the same program of sction.

5. The office of the school superintendent has proven to be

& decided edventage to the district school system. Greater velue may

be derived by an extension and enlargement of this office.

6. More immedizte consideration should be given the esgtublish-

ment of schools by newly-formed congregations. Subsidizing such schools

by the district could be practised more liberally. Where a congrega=-

tion is not individually able to support e school serious attempts

should be made to establish a union school with a sister congregation,

7. Concerted effort should be made to promote school interpre-

tation and publicity.
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