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PREFACE

It is our purpose in this dissertation to discuss
some of the major phases of St., Paul's teaching concerning
the consummation of the ages of history. So far as we can
understand his thinking on the subject, he held to the
Biblical presentation of history as constituting basically
two ages: the present age and the age to come.

It should be noted that the treatment of the sub-
ject will not include a number of matters which would re-
guire consideration if this were a comprehensive survey
of Paul's eschatology. For example, the questions of the
intermediate state of the dead, the kingdom of God as Paul
refers to it, the millennium, and the final state of man-
kind (except as it relates to the judgment) will be omitted
entirely.

I am indebted to my major professor, Professor S.
Marion 8mith, for his constant and helpful guidance during
the preparation of this work.

Where the American Revised Version or some other
modern version of the Bible has been used, acknowledgement

has been duly made. Otherwise, the translations are original.



INTRODUCTION

In beginning our study of Paul's teaching concern-
ing things to come, it 1is most fitting to refer to the back-
ground of his ' thinking which in the nature of the case had
such = profound influence upon his view of life.

We are faced at once with various views asg to how
much one particular type of literature, the Jewish apoca-
lyptic writinge, molded his outlook. There is on the one
hand the view that apocalyptic, which had its inception a-
bout 200 years before Christ, and which continued to make
its appearance long after Paul's death - until the year A.
D. 200, provided some of the most powerful influences upon
the great Apostle to the Gentiles. Thus Thomson maintains
that "there are many points in which the theology of the
Apocalyptic prepared the way for that of Christianity. nl
Among other features of thisg class of literature he shows
that

with these writers the doctrine of the Last Things is

always brought into close relationship to that of the
Messiah. His coming is the signal for the end of the

world, the last degmﬁnt the pu?lsthHt of the wicked
and the reward oif the rlghtnous

Then, in a recent work on the study of the Bible,

17, =, H. Thomson, "Apocalyptic Literature," The
International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia, ed. James “Orr,

Vol. I (1920), p. 178.

2Ibid., p. 178.



Davies devotes a chapter to the "Relevance of Apocalyptic
for Ancient and Modern Situations," in which he discusses
the place of apocalyptic in relation to prophecy, to gen-
eral and specific historical study, to religion, to early

Judaism, to Christian origins, and to the life of today.l

He shows that "apocalyptic in its proper sense cannot be
adequately defined apart from its genesis in propheoy,"2

a consideration which some scholars apparently completely
ignore, for "millenarians in the face of nonfulfilment have
reinterpreted these predictions with reference to modern
history and with little or no regard to the original mean-
ings."3 Moreover, since these works "were written out of
the pressure 6f a real situation; and they are of aid to
the historian in the reconstruction of that situation, par-
ticularly on the inner side of the feelings and emotions

né

involved,"” and since "There is not a single book of any

size in the New Testament except John which is not written
against the background of this apocalyptic framework,"5

it would appear evident that the vast store of literature
which Jewish apocalyptic represents would of neoeésity have

to be studied thoroughly before one could truly understand

the eschatological allusions in Paul's writings. If Davies

_ lrhe Study of the Bible Today and Tomorrow, ed. H. R.
Willoughby (Chicago: Universiiy of Chicago Press, 1947).

2 5

Ibid., p. 880. 3Ibid., p. 2380. Ibid., p. 284.

BIbid., P 283.



presents a correct picture, then
the coming of the messianic age was a part of the aposg~
tolic preaching, and the glow of that expectation suf-
fused the life of the early church. Paul's letters are
witnese tc the apocalyptic hopf from the Thessalcnian
correspondence to Philippians.

In our evaluation of the Pauline eschatological
tenets we are most ready to concede that Jewish apocalyptic
did have a bearing on Paul's philosophy of life. After all,
Paul was a Jew, a most conservative Jew in fact, as he him-

self said? And surely, when he turned his attention to the

various kinds of doctrines which came up in his training
and in his life work, it sgeems mogt likely that he would
have become well acquainted with the literatures which were
occupying the thinking of the Jews of his day.

However, there are two other aspects to be consid-
ered in this connection, The firset of these is the fact
that Paul became what he had not been previously, namely,

a Ohristian. He received by revelation® the gospel which he
preached from city to city throughout the Roman world. By

revelation we understand direct revelation. It was none gther

than the Lord Jesus Christ himself whe instructed Paul in
the way of God. Now, no doubt the Savior enlightened Paul
on his own first coming into the world, as the Apoetle him-
self abundantly showsf 80 that the great missionary could

declare in no unegertain terms that God sent his Son for the

‘1big., p. 295.  2phil. 1ii. 4-8. Sgal. i. 11-12.
%0f., for example, 1 Cor. xv. 3-4; 1 Tim. i. 15.



Tedempiticn of his people.l But there is also no doubt that

the Savior instructed Paul with respect to his cwn second

coming into the world. The Jewish Messianic hopee were cer-
tainly a2 part of Paul's religious heritage. Yet, once the

mind of Paul had become subjected to the mind of Christ,

the thoughts of Paul would likewlse conform to the thoughte
of Chrigt (within human limite, of course). Paul could say,
"We have the mind of Christ."® That would be the equivalent
to saying, "What Christ thinks, we think. What he regards

with favor we delight in. What is reprchensible to him is

an abomination to us. What he teaches we accepi as true."

J

This is therefore ancther way of saying that Paul's system

T

¢

of doctrine was molded by his instruction received from the
Son of God himself. It would include what Christ was ready
to reveal to his chosen vessel with regard to the future.

We shall not go into a discussion of the question of
the Jewish expectatioh about the restoraticn of the kingdom
to Israel.3 Even the disciples of the Lord were badly mis~
taken about the hopes of God's people, in spite of the fact
that Christ had carefully and repeatedly made clear that the
true understanding about the kingdom of God would emphasize

first the spiritual character of the members of that kingdom

and of the King who would reign.4 On the face of the Gospel

Y6f. Eph. i. 7, Col. i. 14, and other places.

e Bodi 1hs 18,  Yhote 1. 6.8,

%0f. John xviii. 36-7; Mark i. 14-5.



account of the early Church, it is evident that the earthly
visions of Jewish supremacy and Jewish glory still were up-
permost in the minds of the sone of Abraham. Those viéions
were not founded on fact; or, if we will, on a correct under-
etanding of the prophecies of the 0ld Testament. The Jew-
ish desire for the coming of the Messial was not founded on
a degire to be faithful and obedient tc the Lord, as Christ
plainly taught, especially in the parables. God had sent
his prophets to them; but these they rejected. When at
last he sent his Son, they took him and killed him.t
Apparently what teachings of value the apocalypses
did contain were not particularly palatable to a good per-
centage of the Jewe. At least, we find an amazing situation
with respect to the use of apoéalyptic in the writings of
the rabbing of the early Christian centuries, for
according to Ginzberg, the Jewlsh schools of Jabneh and
Tiberiae did not directly oppose and reject these writ-
ings, but deliberately ignored them; and he (that is,
Ginzberg) ie able to state that 'in the entire Rabbinic
literature of the first six centuriee of the Common Era

there ig not one quotaticn from the pow extant apccalyp-
Tic literature. underscoring ours).'®

According to Ginzberg's statement 1t would seem that
apocalyptic literature did not have nearly so great an in-
fluence on the mind of Paul as scholars have usuzlly believed

that it did. Paul must surely have been well acquainted with

—

1Matt. ¥xi. 33-46.

BDavies, op. cit.e, P @91. The quotation from Ging-
berg ig from "Some Observations on the Attitude of the Syn—
agogue towarde the Apocalyptic-Eschatological Writings,"
Journsl of Biblical Literature XLI (1922), 115-36.



the Rabbinic writings immediately preceding that of the
Common Era. If no traces of apocalyptic thought could be
found in the worke of the first six centuries of the Chris-—
tian era, it may well be that the influence of apocalyptic
concepts was not nearly so great just at Paul's time as has

been commonly supposed hitherto. It would then not be a

[¢#}

far-fetched contention to say that Gameliel who had taughtl
the astute disciple had followed the general trend of Juda-
ism which
turned ite back upon the rest of these apccalypses and
centered upon the study of the Law. dJohanan ben Zakkail
said that God revealed to Abraheam this world, but he

did not reveal the world to come. F. C, Burkitt is
convinced that thie sayingzimplies the Jewish rejection

of an apocalyptic kingdom,

Thug, we come to our second aspect in this connec-
tion, which is at the same time the second view regarding
the place of apocalyptic in Paul's heritage.

In line with the foregeing citation, and by way of
contrast with the first reconstruction of Paul's background,
it is well to observe that Porter adheres to a conclusion
different from the more widely accepted view. In his con-

tribution to A Symposium on Eschatology, the chapter on

"The Place of Apocalyptical Conceptions in the Thought of

Paul," he maintains thet

to Paul, on account of the 1life, death and resurrection
of Christ, all things had become new, including his fun=-
damental conceptions of the other world itself, and of

the nature of the dualism which in one sense or another

lActs xxii. 3. 8Davies, op. ¢it., p.-391.
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1s at the foundation of the apocalyptical view of the

world.

§od,

There is thus in Porter's work a central argument that Paul
was not influenced so much by the future of world history
as by .the recent past. It was Christ's redeeming work on
Calvary which, according to Porter, furnished the great de-
termining principle of Paul's philosophy. This author con-
tinues in that vein all through his chapter, citing a num-
ber of facts which he feels all substantiate his position.
For example, he refers to Paul's use of the 0l1ld

Testament. A careful investigation leads him tc say that

If Jewish apocalyptical conceptions lie at the
foundation of Paul's Chrigtian thought we should ex-
pect evidence of it in hig use of literature. As a
matter of fact his use of the 0ld Testament shows no
interest (underscoring,ours) in the more apocalypti-
cal types of prophecy.”®

Ae an example of Paul's lack of dependence upon 0ld
Testament apocalyptical sectione he points out that

It is certainly an extresordin=ry fact that the Bock of
Daniel, which has so important a place in the Gospels
and Revelation, has practically no value to Paul in
his search through the 0ld Tesgtament for Christ. That
he does not use it or reflect upon it geems to bear
upon the obscure question of his knowledge of the title
Son of Man', and the special conceptions of the Mes-
siahghip and the parousia which belong to that title.
Congidering the frequency of Paul's references to the
parousia and the clogeness of the connection of this
expectation in the Gospels with Daniel 7:13 and the
name 'Son of Man', the abgence of the title in Paul's

1y Symposium on Eschatology By Members of the So-
ciety of Biblical Literature and Exegesie, (Wew Haven: Pub-
1iigzd for the Sgciety by the Yale University Press, 1928)
p.184.

®Ibig., p. 187.



letters and his complete indifference to the Bock of
Daniel are surely significant. We are left then with
this result, that the apocalyptical literature which
was certainly within Paul'e reach and had the undeoubted
character of canonicity he did not care for; and that
he was practically content, so far as literary helps
were concerned, to argue for the truth of Christianity
against Judaiem from the Pentateuch, and to¢ find Chrig-
tian failth and $xperiamoe in the language of Isalgh

and the Psalms.=

The view that Christianity is important to Paul be-
Cause it had alreadv brought into history the fulfilment of
Goed'g plan of redemption (in principle, even if not in the
fulness which must perforce await the consummation of the
ages determined from all eternity ia the counseles of the Al-
mighty) is presented by Porter from various angles. He men-
tions the Colossgian letter and indicates that Paul says
"that the Opristian's life is there (in heaven)-already

- and that to seek it, to set one's mind upon it,

» £ Y ey

meang to put away earthly passions and unloving tempers and

to put on tahe new nan. "8 Then, while Paul has a two-world

view of life, and can speak of this world and its rulers, he
scarcely ever speaks of the world to come (see only
Eph. 1:31 where its use is rhetorical). In fact the
age to come has already dawned for the Christian. Ite
powers are already experienced, and its glories pos-
segsed. Already 'all things are yours . . . . whether
things present or things to come'. The dualism which
ig the key to Paul's thought is not expressed in the
worde of Bzra, 'The Most High has made not one world,
but two' (Ezra 7:40), but rather in the contrast be-
tween flesh and spirit, flesh being essentially Paul's
word for human nature apart from the Spirit of Ged,
which is the Spirit of Christ, or simply Christ.

{Rom, 8:1-1L1).%

l1bid., pp. 188-9. “Ibid., p. 198. SIbid., p. 19




Concerning the value of the apoculypse, Porter con-
cedes that it does advance "toward a cosmic and universal

range and scope," but that

nevertheless it remains true that rational soundness and
ethical strength are lacking in the spocalypses 1o com-
)QILﬁ n with the older prophecy. Paul's account of the

newly revealed wisdom of God in I Cor. 1-3 is dltubetner
in the q’“@C*lOU oL % return to inwardness .and reality.
(underscoring our

Further:

The coming of God, which wae the hope of Paul's favor-
ite 0ld Testament books, Isaizah and the Psalxms, is in
the most real sense a ﬂ;stcrical fact of the immediate
past. With the resurrection of Christ the age to come
hag already begun (underscoring ours). There is sure-
1y reacon enough in thie alone to account for the fact
that. Paul has little interest in the apocalypses, whic
have to do only with the future manifestation of a God
who is now hidden or i+hdrawn. The difference involved
in this conceptlon of Paul is muoh more than a differ-

ence in time between a future and a past event. It
“Avo;v§ a fundamental difference in kind (underscoriag
OUXs) .

Bnough material has been presented to show the gen-

o

eral direction of Porter's line of réaaoning. In our dis-
sertation we are not prepared to agree fully with Porter.
His contention in the light of his findings seems reasonable
encugh. Yet Jewish apocalyptic did exert some influence in
the teaching of the Jewieh traditions of the first Christian

century. We need only recall the New Testament references to

the lessianic expectations in relation to John to realize thig

But we are certain beyond a doubt that when Paul referred to

11bid., p. 196. 2Ibid., p. 197.

8. g. Jn. i. 33.
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in one way or another throughout his let-

the end of the age noth
ters he was giving to hie fellow Christians the benefit of

his own learning under toe tutorship of Christ himself. 1%

is for that reason that we would point out in thig Intro-

duction that it is essential to a correct understanding of

Pauline eschatology to keep in mind that Chricst and his wis-

dowm concerning things to come play a much more important

part in the thought of Paul than does the strict Jewish rear-

ing which Paul received in his youth. We tuink of hie early

aratory te his Chrigtian life and service,

trainimg as prep

but not as explanatory of hig specifically Christian ideas

in his views of the last days of world history. We shall

proceed on the above basis to deal with the coming of the

Lord, the Antichrist, the last days, and the resurrection and

judgment as we find them presented in the Pauline epistles.




CHAPTER I
THE COMING OF THE LORD ACCORDING TO PAUL

"The two overtowering final events in the drama of
eschatology are the Resurrection and the Judgment . . . .
they are the points where the rivers of history issue into

the ocean."l Thus does Vos begin hisg chapter entitled "The

Coming of the Lord and Its Precursors" in his work on The

Pauline Eschatology. It is to Vos that we are indebted for

the general development of the present phase of our disserta-
tion.

One cannot properly understand the background of
Paul's views about the end of time unlees he keeps in mind
that Paul wag a thorough-going Jew in his religious thinking.
To be sure, there are a number of learned scholars who con-
tend that much of Paul's philosophy of life was derived from

his contact with the mystery religions, as Machen shows in

his The Origin of Paul'g Religion.® With characteristic thor-

oughnegs Machen discusses the views of R. Reitzenstein as the

latter presents them in his Poimandres, Die hellenistischen

Mysterienreligionen, and in his article "Religionsgeschichte

lgeerhardus Vos, The Pauline Eschatology (Publisghed
by the Aythor, 1930), p. 78.

3J. Gregsham Machen, The Origin of Paul's Religion
(New York: The Macmillan Co., 1928), pp. 255-390.
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und Eschatologie” in Zeitschrift flir die neutestamentliche

Wissenschaft, xiii, 1912, pp. 1-88. W. Bousset is likewise

carefully discussed; the treatment centers on his theory of
pagan influence on Paul as he presented his theory in his

Jesus der Herr. We believe that Machen makes out a much bet-

ter case when he contends in his work that Paul's religion
had its origin in the mind and love of God in Christ, than do
Reitgzenstein, Bousset, and others when they claim that Paul
wasg profoundly influenced by his pagan surroundings. In other
words, it seems much more in keeping with the facts to say
that Paul was first and foremost a devout Jew as Machen des-
cribes him.1 Therefore, the teaching of the great apostle to
the Gentiles must be viewed in the light of Paul's Jewigh
heritage. That background is described in part by W. Adams
Brown, when he says,

The Doctrine of the Parcusia is 2 New Testament
doctrine. . . « It is not without preparation in the
prast. It has its parallel within the OT in the pro-
phetic anticipation of the Day of the Lord (e. g. Am
5:18, Is 3:12, 13:€, J1 1:15, 2:1, Zeph 3:8), = that
great crisis of human history when J" (Jehovah) shall

be manifested ae the Judge and Saviour_of Israel, and
Hig kingdom ghall be set up among men.

Vos begine his chapter by saying that often in the
Cld Testament the conclusion ¢f things (that is, the conclu-
sion of world history) "is connected with the ephipheny of
Jehovah without Meseianic assistance."® Indeed, the Judg-

1Machen, op. cit., p. 486.

2W. Adams Brown, "Paroueia," Dictionary of the Bible,
ed. James Hastings, Vol. III, p. 875.

%Vos, op. cit., pp. 73-3.
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ment znd the Resurrection - "the great double event"l - ig
rarely a "coming" of the Messiah. However,
in the teaching of Jesus and perticularly with Paul the
terminclogy undergoes a deep change in this respect . .
. Now this whole complex was shifted bodily from Je-
hovah-God to the Messianic cirecle of thought. The great
and uniformly egpected '‘coming' is henceforth a coming
of the Megsgiah.”

The lists of citetions which are given in the foot-
ncte of page 73 ghow how the above statements are substan-
tiated on the basis of 01ld Testament passages.

Our subject may conveniently be discussed under the
following headings: the terms used to refer to the coming

again of Christ, and the attendant circumstances of the com~-

ing.

I. The Pauline Terms for the Coming of Chriset

The terms for the coming of the Lord (in the sense
of his coming again) may be conveniently considered under
five categories.

1% Tragr;ourL’u. - parcusia
Mot poudaioe (hereafter transliterated parousia,

except in some guotations) is a term used in a number of dif-
ferent ways by Paul: (a) "coming" of someone other than the
Lord Jesus, as, for exémple, the coming of Satan (2 Thess.
ii. 9); the coming of Titus (8 Cor. vii. 8, 7); (b) "coming"
of Christ, as seen in 1 Cor. xv. 33; 1 Thess. ii. 19; 1iii. 13;

iv. 15; v. 23; 2 Thess. ii. 1, 8; (c¢) "presence" as opposed

1Ibid., p. 73. SIbid., p. 73
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2 / . : e
to "absence" (W ToUG(A), as in Phil. ii. 12.
Now parousia in the technical sense as applied to

Christ denotee a definite event in time. To Paul and the

early Christians of the firet century it was the equivalent

of the last great occurrence before all would appear before

the judgment geat of Christ. In the ancient times, the

Parousia of a king was his arrivsl at a certain place as the
botentate. For example, Deissmann mentions & case where the
Darousia of a representative of the State and the parocusia

of Christ were clearly parallel in the minds of the early

Christians. This parallelism, he says,

is shown by a remarkable petition of the small proprie-
tore of the village of Aphrodite in Egypt to the Dux of
the Thebaid in the year 537-538 A. D., a papyrus which
at the game time 1is an interesting memorial of Christian
popular religion in the Age of Justinian. 'It is a
subject of prayer with us nigft and day, to be held wor-

thy of your welcome parusia.’

The foregoing case may be compared to the coming of Chrigt
s it is depicted in prophecy (Zech. ix. 9 and Mal. iii. 1)

and in actual history (Matt. xxi. 5).
Robertson also observes that paroueia in its tech-

nical genge stands "for the arrival of a king or ruler who

€xpects to receive his 'crown of coming.' The Thessaloniens,

Paul says, will be his crown, glory, joy when Jesus comes "2

1Adolf Deigsmann, Light from the Ancient FEasgt, trans.
Lionel R, M. Strachan (New York: George H. Doran Company,
1937) pp. 372-3.

zArchibald T. Robertscn, Word Pictures in the New
Testament, Vol. IV (6 vols.; New York: Harper & Brothers

Publighers, 1931), p. 24.
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The m rousia as found ir 1 Thess. ii. 19 ig one of
the earliest uses of the word. However, James also mentioned
it in his letter,l and today we are in no position to state
with finality whether James was written befcre 1 Thessalon-
ians or vice versa. But if the word of a scholar like James
Moffatt may be accepted, parcusia was "evidently familiar to
the readers. Later on, possibly through Paul's influence,
it became an accepted word for the second advent in early
Christianity,"?

We think of the parousia of Christ as the arrivel of
Christ on the scene of history, when "every eye shall see
him."S  The scriptural usage never employs the term "second,"
even though the first Christians were aware of the fact that
actually the parousia would be the gecond coming of the Sa-
viour. Vog maintains that the word "second" may be explained
only |

from the intensively prospective ocutlook of the early
Church. So many things and such absolutely consummating
thinge had become asscciated with the parcusis of the
Mesgiah, that only the catastrophe of the last days
seemed capazle of attracting and retaining the word

for itself.

On the other hand, the basic idea of parcusia as

1James B5:7-8.

2Ja.mes Moffatt, The First and Seccnd Epistles of Paul
the Apostle to the Thessalonians, Vol. 1V of The Expositor's
Greek Testament, ed. W. Robertson Nicoll (5 vols.; Grand Ra-
pide, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., n. d.), p.31.

SRev, i. 7.

4v08’ OQ. Cito’ ppo 75-‘6.
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"being present,” not merely as "becoming present," cannot

be placed too much in the background. In the minds of the
early Christians, the coming advenf of Christ would be the
fulfillment of this great hope of theirs when the Son of God
would come to take his pecple unto himegelf. We need only
recall John xiv. 1-3 in this connection. Yet the "being
present" was also inextricably bound up with their thoughts
on the subject. .Parousia was a most suitable term indeed.
Thug Milligan points out:

It is impossible not to notice how appropriate the
word was to emphagize the nearness and the certainty of
that 'coming.' 8o near it was that it was not so much
a 'coming' as already a 'presence' of the Lord with His
people, a permanent presence morecver, which not even
absence from sight for a 1little while could really in-
terrupt, and which when fully re-established, would
lasgt for ever.

In substantiatibn of the preceding exposition of
parousia Milligan cites a quotation which ought also to be
given here.

Cf. Ewald Die drel ersten Evangelien p. 333 (though
it should be noted that the actual expression Shekinah
never occurs in the 0. T.): 'The qrapsvaio. RpPTTo
perfectly corresponds with the Shekinah WTA*IW of God
in the 0. T. - the permanent dwelling of the King, where
His people ever behold Him, and are ever eshielded by Him.
During the present imperfect state He is not so actually
and fully present as His people hope and long for; . . .
. even when the expression more immediately denctes the
advent, it still always includes the idea of a permanent
aweIIi?gdfrom that coming onwards' (quoted by Cramer
Ps 838)

lgeorge Milligan, St. Paul's Epistles to the Thessa-
lonians, (London: Macmillian and Co., Limited, 1908), p. 147.

Ibid., p. 147.
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One concluding idea should be brought out hefore we
turn our attention to the next term. The parcusia as Paul

uges it is said by Voe to be catastrophic.l Vos further.

contends that "of a development within the limite of the
concept, or a duplication or triplication of the event there

is nowhere any trace. It is a point of eventuation, not &

series of successive evente. (underscoring ours) ."®  Sinece

the parcusia would be a final event, "the momentous event "o
b Ftabchiccal

to use Vos's phrase, the greatness of its importance can

be set forth as bearing "a supreme, absolute weight to the
religious consciousness "4 Thus we need not be surprised

at the attitude which Paul maintained toward his unsaved
fellowmen, asg he thought of the course of history which would
be consummated at the time when "we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things
done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad."5 Such a vision of coming events imposed upon
God's chogen vessel the imperative demand that he be a pro-
selyter of the most 2zealous kind. We can see what his feel~-
ing in the matter was when he says, "Knowing therefore the
terror of the Lord, we persuade men (underscoring ours)."®
2. ’AWOKQ’L)\UCPIS - apocalyse

The second term to designate the coming of the Lord

1Vos, op. cit., D+ 78, 81vig., pPs 10
3Ibid., p. 78. “4Ibid., p. 76

53 Cor. v. 10. 63 Cor. v. 11a.
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i D 3 ;
Jesus is &mwoe K&/\U?us » hereafter transliterated apocalypse.

> v 4
It comes fromaTrs , from, and Kodo'rr-rq_,i:g_ cover. "Hence, 1o

remove the cover from anything; to unveil."l One instance

of the verbal use in the 0ld Testament is in Num. xxii. 31:
’ (3 /
Mrexkiupsy 8L S Oeds o s 3¢0u>~,.l.o::5 'Bu.)\uul.x—-

"God opened (or unveiled) the eyes of Balaam."®
Apocalypse is a word dealing with the revealing of
knowledge as granted by God or Christ. According to Milli-
gan, the Septuagint passages where the word occurs,
combined with our Lord's own words Lk. xvii. 30 give the
key to the use of the subst. in the N. T., where it is
applied exclusively to communicatiohs that proceed from
God or Christ, or to the Divine unveiling of truths that
have been previously hidden.
Milligan shows further that the word is outstandingly
a Pauline one, citing various ways in which Paul uses it (for
example, his receiving the Gospel from Christ - Gal. i. 13).
In fact, the whole of Christianity is a revelation; but in
this world it is merely a partial revelation, and it is only
when Christ is revealed in his full glory at his return that

men will know more fully the true meaning of Christianity.

Let us note his own statement of the case:

lMarvin R. Vincent, Vord Studies in the New Testament,
Yol. 1X €4 vole.; New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1911),
P. 406.

2A1fred Rahlfs (ed.) Septuaginta Id Est Vetus Testa-
mentum Graece Luxta LXX Interpretes (Stuttgart: Privilegierte
Wirttembergische Bibelanstalt, 1935), p. 258.

*Milligan, op. cit., p. 150
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hen, in accordance with the 'revelation of the right-
eous, judgment of God (Rom. ii. 5 &xTrexASPsws Sikaio-
s T. OgoV ), justice will be meted out to
all (2 Thess. i. 7), and the whole creation will rejoice
in 'the revelation of the sons ff God' (Rom. wviii. 19
& ’ [, )
o(‘rl‘oKon)LU(PlV Towy T B2l .
His concluding remark on the distinction between
"parousia," "epliphaneia," and "apokalysic" is
f a2 ’A " ' 3
The third,®To KK uc[;.s, reminds us that the ‘mani-
festation' is also a 'revelation of the Divine plan and
purpose which has run through all the ages, to find its
consummation at length in the ‘Yone far-off diyine event,'
to which the whole Creation is slowly moving.©
It seems strange that Frame in hies Commentary on 2
° - . ~ , ,
Thess. i. 7, has described Milligan as saying that tﬂwqhivicu-
is the revelation of the divine plan referred to in the above
quotation. While it is {rue that Milligan does say that the
apocalypse is a "manifestation," yet it would seem better to
retain Milligan's expression in the matter, for obviously it

is the apocalypse which is the revelation of the Divine plan

and purpose which will consummate in the "one far-off divine

event."

We shall do well to keep in mind, however, the sug-

gestion of Frame regarding our present term:

In Paul, it (apocalypse) denotes regularly a pro-
phetic revelation in the Spirit; here, however, and in
1l Cor. i. 7, it 18 equjvalent to-quPO¢)¢1u., Under-
lying this use of® waiupis may be'the idea that the
Son of Man is hidden before God and that the elect,
though they know him in the Spirit, do not behold him
visibly until he comes to function as Messiah (cf. Eth.

En. x1lviii. 8, 1xii. 7; also revelabitur of the Messiah

11bid., p. 151. 2Ibid., p. 151



20
ir 4 Ezra xiii. 32, Apoc. Bar. xxxix. 7, etc.; see
J. Weiss in Meyer on 1 Cor. i. 7).1
3. H ﬁ'u:px- the day

Pauline usage of the present term is varied in
character. Twice it is used without any qualifying ele-
ment: 1 Thess. v. 4; 1 Cor. iii, 13 (possibly also Rom.
xiii, 12). Then, different limitations are affixed to the
word which we shall survey briefly.

In the two passages where the day is used alone,
the context plainly shows what day is meant. In 1 Corin-
thians,® for example, Paul is talking about the 6ne foun-
dation for eternity upon which a man may safely build. No
other foundation for eternity is acceptable to the Creator.
Yow, upon that one foundation, Jesus Christ, men may build
various kinds of structure, using durable materiale (gold,
silver, precious stones) or worthless building materials
(wood, hay, stubble). But a testing time will come. Every
work of every man will be gubjected to the purifying or des-
tructive (an alternative here) agency of fire on a particu-
lar day. The day the apostle calls it. Obviously it is
nothing other than the judgment day. As Parry remarks:

"here and in Heb. (Heb. x. 35) the word enforces its own

1. E. Frame, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary
on the Epistles of St. Paul to the Thessaloniansg, Ihe Inter-
national Critical Commentary, eds. C. A. Briggs, S. R, Dri-
ver, and A. Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons,
1913), p. 231.

31 Cor. iii. 11.
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meaning. Mcf fatt assents to this when he says, "The im-

minent Day of judgment (this is implied in the very word,

1. 8 and iv. 3), when God tests the work done on his House,

Will show the value of this or that builder's contribution."s

Similarly Robertson and Plummer i dentify it, pointing out

'The Day' (as in 1 Thess. v. 4; Rom. xiii. 13; Heb. x,
25), withoyt the addition of Kup Lou (1 Thess. v. 3)
or of K‘o(é‘q,u:s (Matt. xii. or of tK&\VK
(2 Thess. i. 10; 2 Tim. i. 1, 18; LV 8), meanb the
Day of Judgment. This is clear T"*’om iv. 3, us ubi ex

intervallo, ut solet, clarius loguitur (Beng

Flndlay is of the same mind.4 A far fetched interpretation,

the Romish syetem of faith, makes out

based of cours e upon the

the day to be the day of death 4h,°

lH 8t John Parry, The Flrst Epistle of Paul the
Apogtle to the Corinthians, The Cambr dge Bible fur Schools
and Colleges, ed. R. S% John Parry (Cambridge: a e Uni-
Versity Presé, 1937), p. 66.

8Jumes Noffatt, The First Epistls of Paul to the
Corinthians (New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, n.d.),

ol Roberteon and A. Plummer, 4 Critical and Exe-
etical Commentary on the First Epistle of St. Paul fo the

ngigthwan The International Oritical vommentar*A eds.

C.A. Brlvvb, g.R, Driver, A. D’ummer. (New York: OCharle

[l

Scribﬁpr'o ons, 1911), Do 60-

First Epistle to the

*5. o Findlay, gt. Paul's
Qprinthians, Vol. II of The Expogitor's Greek Tegtament,
d. V. Robertgon ‘Nicoll (5 vols.; Grand Ranids: Wm. B. Eerg-
tang Publishing COo., n.d.) p. 791,
SH A, W, Yeyer, Critical and Exegetical Hand-Book
1o the Erigtles to the Corinthians, translated, D. Douglas
Bennerman (Vew York: Funx & wagnalls, 1890), p. 74.
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In 1l Thess. v. 4 the day is obviously the day men-
tioned in verse 3, especially since the idea of "robbers" is
prominent in both expressions., Several readings are possi-

r
ble with respect to the worgd K>~i‘_—u~'r»\s. If the plural form
is used, we may adopt the meaning brought out by Bicknell:
So in verse 4 he (Paul) rapidly readapts his metaphorse,
according to the more probable text., Christians are
now contrasted with thieves (R. V. mg.), who are es-
sentially lovers of darkness and are in no way prepared
to Welcom% the dawn of day which will betray their ac-
tivities.-
Milligan phrases it in somewhat different fashion. He says
By an inversion of metapher by no means uncommon in
the Pauline writinge (ecf. ii. 7b note), the figure of
the 'thief' is now transferred from the cause of the
surprise (v. 3) to its object, the idea being that as
the 'day' unpleasantly surprises the thief who hae
failed in carrying through his operations, so 'the
dayl will 'overtake' those who are not prepared for
it.
However, Milligan does state that the reading of KAetmwTasS
’
is by no means certain, even though well attested, and xXa1rrns
is preferred by most commentators, being "numerically bet-
ter attested."® Where the singular noun is used, the com-
parison is the game as in v. 2, but "the point is not 'sud-

denness' but 'surprise.'"d

The use of the day in the present citation naturally

leads us to the firet variant found in 1 Thess. v. 2. There

1g. 7. Bicknell, The First and Second Epistles to the
Thessalonians, Westminster Commentaries, eds. Walter Lock and
D. C. Simpson (London: Methuen & Co., Ltd., 1932), p. 55.

®Milligan, op. cit., p. 86.

3Frame, op. cit., p. 184.
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we have ;’.Le,PaL X{qu-oﬁ without the articles, while 2 Thess.
ii. 2 has the article with both nouns, as does 1 Cor, v. 5.
Here we have a definiteness which pointes us directly to the
kind of day intended. The expression is often used by the
prophets of the 01ld Testament and it is from that source that
Paul gets his meaning. To his mind the day of the Lord was
simply the day with a particular quality or characteristic.
As Davidson depicts it thus: It "belongs to Him, is His tine
for working, for manifesting Himself, for displaying His char-
acter, for performing His work - His strange work upon the
earth.," "

The fullest form of the expression for the day is in
1 Cor. i. 8: "Who (i. e. Christ) will establish you unto the
end blamelese in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ." It ie
found in a section of Paul's writings which is unique in that
"Christ's name is repeated ten times in the first ten verses -
six times, as here, in full style - with sustained solemnity
of emphasis."® QOne might almost be tempted to think that
Paul had just resorted to a stereotyped phrase in his use of
this full name; rather, that name is reiterated (compare
"the revelation of our Lord Jesus Chrigt"),® "for repeated

emphasis on the authority and person of our Lord."4 Strange-

1s. B, pavidson, Theology of the 0ld Testament (1904)
p. 375. Quoted by Milligan, op. cit., p. 84

®Findlay, op. cit., p. 761.

31 Qoxs 1. Pu 4Parry, op. cit.,p. 38.
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1y enocugh, the second fullest expression for the day is in

o & . .
& Cor, i. 14: ", . . . we are your rejoicing as you alsc are

ours in the day of our Lord Jesus." "The Day . . . . is

s claim %o

perfect sincerity. He is not afraid of what will then be

revealed about his heart."l
The letter to the Philippians has three instances

°f the day. Phil. i. 6: ". . . . he who has begun a good

work in you will complete it for 'go on completing it1)®

until the day cf Jesus Christ." Phil. i. 10: ". . . .

that you may be transparent and no harm to anyone in view of
the day of Christ."® Phil. ii. 18: "Holding forth the word

of 1life, that I may rejoice against the day of Christ."

The Philippian passages are the only ones which use

"day of Christ" or "day of Jesus Christ." They refer to the

Parousia of the Son of God,

a definite point of time when the Lord will appear,
and Paul expects this appearance soon. Attempts to

evade this by referring his expressiong to the day
of death, or to the advance toward perfection after

death until the final judgment, are forced and shaped

e ———
la1fred Plummer, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary

on the Second Epnistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians, The In-
ternational Critical Commentary, eds. F, Brown, A. Plummer.
New York: Oharlies Scribner's Sons, 1215) p. 29.

BJ. High Michael, The Enistle of Paul to the Philip-
El§2§t_The Moffatt New Testament Commentary, ed. James Mof-

fatt (London: Hodder & otoughton, 1928), p. 13.

3Ibid., p. 23.
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by do;matic preconceptions of the nature of inspira-
tion.t

The present writer has given considerable attention
t0 the very matter of Paul's expectation of Christ's coming
within his lifetime. On the surface of his writings it seems
particularly plain at times that he didg confidently hold that
he might live to see the Lord come in power with all hie holy
angels. The various utterances in which he speaks in the
first person, 2e in "so shall we ever be with the Lord,"®
and "we shell not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,"®
his discugsion of the day of the Lord in his first letter to
the Thessalonians, and other usages of the doctrine, seem to
indicate that he did at one time at leagt feel that he might
quite prebably be living at the time of Chrisgt's full revela-
tion.

Michael expresses a common view of Paul'ce outlock on
this question with these words:

It ig @ifficult not to find in this verse (Phil. i.8)
ground for the inference that the Apostle expected the
Parousia to come in the lifetime of his readers, for it
is of their progress that he speaks. The thought of
the progress of the Church at Philippi after the pre-
sent generation had passed away does not seem to be in

his mind; nor yet the thought of the progress of his
readers after thelr death.

1Marvin R. Vincent, A Critical and Exegetical Commen-
tary on the Epistles to the Philippians and to Philemon, Th@
International Critical Commentary, eds. C. A. Briggs, S. R.
Driger, A. Plummer (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1908),
p. .

21 Thegs. iv. 17. 31 Cor. xv. 5l.

“Michael, op. cit., pp. 13-14.
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So the question comes up, Was Paul right in expect-
ing the return of Christ in his day? The best answer that
the present writer can give is a yes-and-no reply. If Paul
really believed that Christ would be revealed either in his
own lifetime or in the lifetime of his generation, then he
certainly did not believe what was true. For it is plain
that Christ has not come again to receive his people unto
himgelf. The contentions of such groups as Jehovah's Witness-
es and others that he has returned in 1914, 1918 or some oth-
er year but has returned secretly, so that only a select few
knew about it, need not delay us. We simply do not think
that they are right in claiming that the return of the Lord
is a thing of the past. The Biblical presentation of escha-
tology, to our mind, clearly includes a return of the Messiah
from heaven which will be go awe-inspiring and so inescapable
that all men, living and dead, must stand before the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the world.r The mountains and
the hills will not hide them from his presence.3 So much for
the negative part of the answer.

On the other hand, if Paul faithfully looked for the
Lord Jesug from heaven because he did not know when Christ
would come, he surely was right in having such an outlook,
for the Saviour said in so many words that his followers
should ever be expecting and looking for his return. "Watch

therefore: for you know not what hour your Lord doth come "

lRev. xiii. 8. ®Rev. vi. 15-17. SMatt. xxiv. 42.
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"Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh."¥ Wang what I say unto you
I say unto all, W&tch.“g The instances could be multiplied.
The plain meaning of the Lord's commands is that his fol-
lowers - all his followers -~ should hasten unto the day of
God,3 that is, earnestly desire the day of Ged.4

For nearly two thousand years devout Christians have
done that very thing. 8till they must wait. The unhealthy
desire of some to identify certain events or developuments of
the present age as sure signs that Christ will soon return is
altogether out of place in the religious life of the Chris-
tian. But to expect the Lord Jesus to come at any time, or
at least suddenly, is definitely in keeping with the injunc-
tions of that Prophet unto whom God's people were to hearken,®
once he appeared on the scene of history.

4.,E;ww4fo£\uy epiphany

The appearing or manifestation or epiphany of Christ

is used in a twofold sense in the Pastoral Epistles. In &
Tim. i. 10 the grace of God is manifested by the appearing of
our Saviour Jesus Christ. This is the showing forth of Christ
as the public servant of God, when his glory was seen by the

: . p] /
early disc31p1es.6 According to Falconer, the use of s::rnc:PoLVf-\&

Litatt. xxv. 13. sz.\xiii. S7. 52 Pet. 1ii. 13,

45, H. Thayer, A Greek-English Lexison of the New
Testament (New York: American Book Company, 1889), p. 584.

Bacts. iii. 22. ©OJohn i. 14 of. 1 John 1. 1-2.
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% "y - , - e
with dwurkf> is noteworthy at this point, for "these words

ccur together often in Hellenistic religious phraseolegy to

o

encte the presence of the deity in his saving power in any

2

manner or on any special occagion."t White mentions the same

2

thought. However, the word is used also in 3 and 3 Macca-

bees with reference to God's supernatural interpositions
N 3 3 ~ ’ > r
Tas ig OUIOO(VOU YEV of«ivas £1rl¢3uus_lus (2 Macc. ii.

21) on behalf of His people."d

Further, "in xiv. 15 the
Jews are represented as making solemn supplication to Him
Who, always 'making manifest His presence, upholdeth them
that are His own portion' (pet’ ’e.m?xvefus ﬁwrv\un@um' gvoy
Ths tavTod }u.(c&os } A

The other instances of epiphany all have reference
to the parousia. They are 1 Tim. vi, 14; 3 Tim. iv. 1, 8;
and Titus ii. 13. There is in addition one unusual citation,
2 Thess., ii. 8, where epiphany is joined to parousia. The
A.V. tranglates it "brightness," while the Revisers have
"substituted 'manifestation.' This last is probably as ac-
curate a rendering as we can get for the word in English, in-

volving as it does the idea of something striking - a con-

spilcuocus intervention from above."®

lrobert Falconer, The Pastoral Epistles Introduction,
Translation and Notes, (Oxford: At the Clarendon Press, 1837),
Ps 76

2N. J. D. White, The Firet and Second Epistles to
Timothy and The Epistle to Titus, Vol. IV of The Expositor's
Greek Tegtament (5 vols.; Grand Rppids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerd-
mans Publishing Co., n.d.), p. 147.

SMilligen, op. ¢it., p. 148  4Ibid., p.148 S1pig.p.149.
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And Vincent would have it that

r
It is quite possible that the word ET(C#M veL , so
characteristic of these Epistles, grew out of the Gnos-
tic vocabulary, in which it was used of the sudden ap-~
pearing of the hitherto concealed heavenly aeon, Christ.
Thig they compared to & sudden light from heaven; and
Christ, who thus appeared, though only docetically,
without an actual fleshly body, was styled q*w'rv{fg_@yf
iour, although his oneness with the God of creatlon was
denied. The Creator and the Redeemer were not the same,
but were rather opposed. Christ was conly a factor of a
great cosmological process of development. As Neander
observes: 'The distinctive aim of the Gnostics was to
apprehend the appearance of Christ and the new creatlon
proceeding from him in their_ connection with the evolu-
tion of the whole universe.!

The momentous character of the epiphany was good
reason for Paul to urge upon-Timothy that he carefully guard
the commandment entrusted to him. That commandment was "not
(a) the special commands of vv. 11, 13" nor "(b) vaguely,
the Gospel considered as a rule of 1ife;" but "(c) the bap-
tismal charge, to which allusion was made in v. 12."% go
Bernard affirms. However, that is only one interpretation
and since Lock concedes that the charge might be "the whole
Christian commands"® and with others (for example, Vincent)
suggests that the )z_v'rax\i might be the thought incorpor-
ated in W rueayya)\(u_ of i. 5, "meaning the gospel

as the divine standard of conduct and faith,"? we incline to

1V1ncent, Word Studies, Vol. IV., p. 280.

®J. H. Bernard, The Pastoral Epictles Edited with In-

troduction and Notes, Cambridge Greek Tegtament for Schools
and Colleges, ed. R. St John Parry (Cambridge: at the Uni-
versity Press, 1923) p. 99.

SLock, op.cit.,p. 73.
4 Vincent, Word.Studies, Vol. IV., P. 278.
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the latter explanation. In support of it, Lenski hae shown
that Jesus used the verd T‘V\Fi.?\/ with ;:.VTO )Uvi in John
14 and 15 and in the great commission at the end of the Gos-
pel of Matthew it is -ru‘oz'n'u ToVTA 804 ’zvs.—rsl/\o’(/-mu/

'to guard all things whatsoever I did command you,* here the

. C 2 4
whole relative phrase equals W QWTOAV\ Ml He continues:

The sense is that Timothy ie to guard, protect, pre-
serve all the teaching enjoined upon him, so that

1t will ever remain as spotless and faultless as
when Qe received it. He is to keep the reine Lehre
rein.

The great importance of the epiphany is therefore
manifest in that Timothy's diligence with which he guarded
the Gospel entrusted to him will become apparent, in that
Christ will judge the living and the dead at that time, in
that the King of kings will grant the reward to all those
who loved his appearing.

S @ocvs,f)o/u.) - to appear.

A final term takes us to Paul's letter to the Colos~
gians. In chapter iii. 4 Christ is said to appear at some
future time. To appear in the original signification is "to

make manifest or visible or known what has been hidden or

unknown, to manifest, whether by words, or deeds, or in any

1R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul's
Epigtles to the Colossians, to the Thessalcnians, to Timothy,
to Titus and to Philemon, (Columbus, Ohio: Luthpran Book
Concern, 1937), p. 732.

21bid., p. 733

53 Tim. iv. 8.
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other way."' At the present time Christ is hidden from the
view of the world. Those who believe on him do indeed be-
hold him with the eyes of the understanding® now. But the
unbelievers in general are not conscious of his posifion in
the universe and therefore pay little attention to him or
his claime. But "a day is coming when Christ will be made
known in His true character and power, i.e. His glory."3

It is at that time that the Chrigtians whose life is Christ,
but whose connection with Christ in its most fundamental
meaning, is, like Christ, unknown to the world, will be mani-
fested in glory with him. "As surely as your life is hid-

den, go shall you be manifested with Him when He is mani-

fegted. "4

II. The Attendant Circumstances of the Coming of the Lord
The order of events which will take place when Chriet
appears is not particularly easy to determine with complete
exactness. What happens and when is dependent uvpon cne's own
views of esgchatology to & large extent. Basically there are
three types cof interpretation of Biblical eschatology in gen-

eral. The Premillenarian holds to a return of Chrigt before

1Thayer, op. cit., p. 648, 2Eph. 1. 18.

SA. Lukyn Williams, The Epistle of Paul the Apostle
to the Cologsians and to Philemon, Cambridge Greek Testament

for Schools and Colleges, ed. A. Nairne (Cambridge: at the
University Press, 19285, P. 123.

4Ibid., p. 124.
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the commencement of a literal 1000 years when Christ will
reign on Oarth-l The Postmillenarian believes that the
earth will see 1000 years of peace and happiness, at the
end of which Chriet will return.® fThe Amillenarian contends
that the 1000 years, mentioned as such only in one shert pas-
sage in Revelation xx, are not a literal period of 1000 years,
but merely a symbol indicative of the reign of Christ with
his people.3

There are numerous variations of reconstructione on
the doctrine of the last things. We shall present in thie
rart of our dissertation the general outline of events which
take place at the parousia of Chriegt as we understand the
geriptural plan. We adopt the following outline:

1. The descent of Christ with

a. All his saints;

b. With a shoutl;

¢. With the voice of an archangel;

d. With the trumpet of God;

e. In flaming fire.

1Gf. Charles R. Erdman's article on the "Premillenial
View" of the "Parcusia" in the Internaticnal Standard Bible
Encyclopaedia, published in Chicago by the Howard-Severance
Company in 1930, pp. 2351B-=-2351F. Alsc W. G. Moorehead's ar-

gicle "Millenium (Premillennial View)" ISBE, Vol. III pp. 2052~
065.

23ee John T. Mueller's article on the "Postmillennial
View" cn the "Parousia" in the above encyclopaediz, pp.2849-32F1.

SGeerhardus Vos ie the author of "Eschatology of the
New Testament" in the ISBE, Vol. II, pp. 979-993. Thig arti-

cle is designated as "postmillennial" in the Encyclopaedia but
gives a good presentation of the amillennial position.
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2. In a moment, the resurrection of the dead and the

change c¢f the living.

1. The descent of Christ

The eschatoclogical passage of 1 Thess. iv. 13-v, 8
- . ’
is really in twe parte, each of which is indicated by a'wtpt
clauge; it deals with the return of Christ from twec view-
points: the position which the dead in Christ will have at
the descent of Jesus in relation to the living Christians;
the gecond section, chap. v. 1-11, discusses the manner of
the coming of the day of the Lord.

The first of these citations is unique in Paul's writ-
ings, for he tells the Thessalonians that he is giving them
the information in questicn "by the word of the Lord." No
other place can be found which is quite the game in signifi-
cation. In Acts Xxx. 35 we have an utterance which is not
given in so many words elsewhere, but which was apparcntly
commenly accepted as a genuine utterance of Jesus. Its im-
portance may be seen in the light of the follcwing observa-
tions from Knowling:

From what source St, Paul obtained this, the only saying

of our Lord, definitely so described, outside the four

Gospels which the N. T. contains, we cannct tell, but

the command to 'remember' shows that the words must have

been familiar words like those from 8t. Clement and St.

Polycarp » . . . From whatever source they were detived

the references given by Resch, Agrapha, pp. 100, 150,

show how deep an impression they made upon the Church .

« +« » In thus appealing to the words of the Lord Jesus,

St., Paul's manner in his address is very similar to that

emplcyed in his Epistles, where he is apparently able to

quote the words of the Lord in support of his judgment

on some religicus and moral question, cf. 1 Cor. vii.
106, 11, 18, 25, and the distinction between his own
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opinion, y verV\. » and the command of G:Lrlst,z'rrt'ro(y;{.l

O

The Thesszlonian excerpt compares with the Acts re-

ference gince it is alsc an agraph, but differs from it, in

3

)

tel

ct

hat we canno Just exactly where the word begins and

ende. Moffatt holds that

&v XA elbo may mean either (a) a quo+at10n
(1ike Acts xx. 35) from the sayings of Jesus, or (b)

a prophetic revelaticn vouchsafed to Paul himself, or
to Silvanus (cf. Acte xv. 32.). In the former case (so,
among modern editoru, Schott, Ewald, Drummond, Wohl.),
an Z(f is cited . . . . but it is evidently
given free f01m, and the precise words cannct (even
in ver. 18) be disentangled. Besides we should expect
Tive to be added. Unless, therefore, we are to think
of a primitive collection , . . . or of some oral tra-
dition, (Db) is preferable.2

So we have in this firet discussion a particular kind of re-
velation which enables the Christians in Thessalocnica to un-
derstand better an important doctrine of their new-found
faith. Findlay may have a correct explanation of the word in
question in stating that it "leads us to suppose that the wri-
ters are gpeaking out of their own inspiration; they seem to
be giving a message from the Lord received at the time and

to_meet this specific case (underscoring ours).":3

"The Lord himself will descend from heaven with a

shout, with the voice of an arch-angel, and with a trumpet

1r. J. Knowling, The Acts of the Apostles, Vol. II of
The Expositor's Greek Testament, ed. W. Robertecn Nicoll,
(5 vols.; Orand Rapide: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., n.d.),
P. 440,

BMoffatt, Thessaloniang, p. 37, cf. also Vincent

Oy 5555 e
Findlay, Thessalonisns, p. 98.
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of God." What we have here is an awe-inspiring scene. Ths
component parte all contribute to make it most arresting in
its effect on the mind. We are not merely told that the Lord

would descend; rather it is the Lord himself who will des-

cend.

/
The point of the Pauline phrase wdTss 6 KUftO.S
(cf. 3:11) is apparently that the very Jesus under
whoge control the believers stand in life, at death
{Toog Kot pw FLuTus Six v. 14), and from death
to resurrection (®% vikpel 2Zv Xpwwri ), and whose
indwelling spiritually guarantees' their resurrection,
ig the Lord who at tge resurrection functions ae the
apocalyptic Messiah.

In other words, the Lord himself is the one who also ascended
from the Mount of Olives as he disappeared into heaven.®
There are three exprescions which bring into bold re-
L - . ,
lief the lines of the picture. These all begin with eV,
and seeuingly have one central idea. Some students of scrip-
ture would take the phrases substantially as they stand;
others tell us we should think of them as figures. ©So Mil-
ligan reminds us that
In any case it must be kept in view that we are dealing
here not with literal details, but with figures derived
from the 0. T. and contemporary Jewish writings, and that
the whole is coloured by the imagery of our Lord's esg
chatological discourses, especially Matt. xxiv. 30 f.

Findlay continues in the same vein: "We must not

look for literal exactness where realities are descriped be-

11 Thess. iv. 18. 2Frame, Op. 0it., p. 174.

3Acts Y. 11. 4Milligan, op. cit., p. 60.



yond the reach of sense."*

In respect to the great and final appearance of
Christ on earth, we readily concede that much figurative
language, the language of apocalyptic, is used. Some of it
is to give vivid effect to the picture that is drawn for
this or that aspect of the future. But when we stop to think
that Christ himsgelf said that all that are in the graves

)
shall hear his voice (the voice of the Son of man),“ that

surely includes the sense of hearing. Likewise the voice
of an archangel hae no point unless it is heard; the same is
true of a shout or more precisely a military order. If it
is true that every eye shall gee him,3 such a situation
surely calle for a use of the sense of vision, whether that
sense is thought of as it is known to us in the present life,
or is merely indicative of a similar activity of the self-
conecious person in the resurrection life.

Kék;u« is used only here in the New Testament.
It comes from l(sXﬁJco"to order, command (military command.
Christ will come as Gonqueror.“4 Y(éxturpa,is

frequently used in class. Gk. with reference to the
‘word of command' in battle (Hdt. iv. 141) or the
'call! of the keA€u@TWs %o the rowers (Eur. Iph.
in T. 1405): cf. also for a close parallel to the pas+
sage before us Philo de praem. et poen. #19 . . . .

It is not stated by whem the welguemoa. in the
present instance is uttered, perhaps Yy an archangel,
more probably by the Lord Himeelf as the principle

lpindlay, Thessalénians, p. 100, SJohn v. 28,

SRev. i. 7. 4Robertson, op. cit., p. 33.
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subject of the whole sentence.t

Along with the military command the other two "en"
clauses should be considered. They refer to the archangel
and the trumpet. ©Since there is no article with any of the
nouns at this point, the first of the two phrases

may simply mean 'with a voice such as an archangel
uses'. The trumpet is the natural symbol for a sum-
mons that is sudden, unescapzable, and full of mean-
ing. It had becowme a regular detail in imaginary
pictures of the Last day.

Paul appears to be creating a total impression by
a piling up of detail. According to well recognized schol-
ars cf 8cripture, the last two classes help to fill out the
picture and to emphasize the majesty of the summons. Frame
hag it that

Unlike the three disconnected clauses with 'en' in 1
Cor. xv. 53, the second and third are here joined by
wol , a fact suggesting that these two clauses are
in some sense an epexegesis of the first. 'At a com-
mand, namely, at an archangel's voice and at a trumpet
of God." . . . . It is conceivable that God who raised
the dead (v. 14), or Christ the agent in resurrection,
commands the archangel Michael to arouse the dead; and
that this command is executed at once by the voice of
the archangel who speaks to tge dead (cf. 1 Cor. xv.
52) through a divine trumpet.

The archangel mentioned in the passage is left quite
completely unidentified. The translations best known in the
English speaking world, the King James Version and the Amer-
ican Reviged Veréion, both render the phrase with definite

articles, as though some particular angel were in view. But

lMilligan, op. cit., p. 80. SBicknell, op.cit., p.48.
SFrame, op. cit., p. 174.
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the fact of the matter is that while most commentators think
Michael was probably referred to, he being the only one who
is named specifically in the New Testament,l yet the arch-
angel is merely an archangel. The voice is a voice. To say
that "Scripture mentions only one archangel, namely Michael.
We take it that only this one exists,"® may be a permissible
deduction, but it certainly is not substantiated at this
Juncture.

The Lord will come with all his saints, but also
with the angelé of his power, Paul says.® 4 comparison of
the two passages confronts us immediately with the question
of what Paul meant when'he spoke of saints. The word of
course means the holy ones. ©Scholars like Bicknell confi-
dently affirm that although the term in Paul ordinarily means
Christians, yet because it is used frequently in the 0Olad
Testament and in later Jewish literature of angels, "%he
holy Oneg" may here mean angels.4 But Vincent opposes this,
since the passage most confidently appealed to by the pro-
ponents of the foregoing interpretation, namely, Zech. xiv.
5, is used by the Didache (Xvi. &) "clearly with the sense

of glorified believere."® Zechariah says, veo L ﬁ%z_g

Lrude 9

%Lenski, op. cit., p. 341l; cf. aleo Moffatt, Thessa-
lonians, p. 38.

%1 Thess. iii. 13; 2 Thess. i. 7.

“Bicknell, op. cit., p. 35.

5Vincent, Word Studies, IV, p. 34.
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Vincent's idea is that since Paul nowhere elee uses gaints
or holy ones of angels, he did not do so here. But in 2

Thess. i. 7, the Apostle does speak of the angels of his

power. Moreover, the Zechariah declaration sounds very
much indeed like Paul's prayer. (Further, the adjective
all, could conceivably include angels, even though such a
scholar as Moffatt saye it "must not be pressed to support
(E),"z which he designates both "saints" and "angels.")
We therefore definitely favor the view held by a number of
leading scholars, including Bicknell, Lightfoot, Ellicott
and others. Milligan gives us that view in this way:
On the whole therefore the term is bes@ taken in its
widest sense 28 including all (notetrely Tes ), wheth-
er glorified men or angels, who will swell the triumph
of Christ's Parousia. Asg further illustrating the
vague use of the term, it ie of interest to notice
that in Didache Xvi. 7 its original reference to 'an-
gels' in Zech. xiv. 5 (cited above) is lost sight of,
and the passage is applied to risen Christian DPelievergs
The Lord Jesus will come with a grandeur of awful

vividness from heaven, in flaming fire. At the ascension

scene the angels said to Christ's followers that he would
come in the game way as they had seen him go¢4 They meant
of course in o visible manner. But comparatively few people

88w him depart. On his return, he would be revealed from

lRah1fs, op. cit., p. 559.

3Moffatt, Theggaloniang, p. 33.

D3t s i - 4 .
Milligan, op. cit., p. 45. Acts. i. 11.
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a definite place -~ heaven; with an =attendant retinue -
the angels of his power; 1in a specific manner - in a flame
of fire. Frame understands the first prepositional phrase

thus:

The &Tr’ Ol)J xvoeo seems to imply that the Messieh is
hidden in hedven, concealed from the sight of men, though
he operates in the souls of believers; hence he must be
reveanled 'from heaven' (cf. Rom. 1:185, namely, by com-
ing down from heaven I 4:18) either toward the earth and
within the range of human vision, or to the earth.

The flaming fire le intended to describe how Christ
will come, rather than how he will mete out justice on those
who know not God, although 2 number of commentators say that
it may be tzken with bPoth. We need not press for the latter
view inasmuch ae "the revelation is iteelf an intolerable
torment to the wicked,"z s0 that whether the phrase qualifies
verse 8 ag well as verse 7 does not matter. Some manuscriptg
read "in a fire of flame" while others read "in a flame of
fire.," Here again it matters not which is accepted, for the
sense is przctically the same, The difference between the
two noung has been neatly phrased by Findlay: "‘Fird symbol -
izes Divine anger and majesty; 'flame' is fire in motion,
leaping and blazing."3 Tue thought of the coming of God'e
Son under the foregoing circumstances, even if considered
figuratively, is enough to give pause to any serious indi-

vidual.

1Fra.me, op.cit., p. 232. 2Bicknell, op.cit., p.69.
3Findlay, Thessalonians, p. 147.
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A final element in 2 Thess. 1. calle attention to
the fact that Christ will render justice. A misleading im~-
prescion ig created by the King James Version, for "wengeance
is an unfortunate rendering, as implying, in popular usage,
perscnal vindictiveness. 8ee on & Cor. vii. 1l. It is the
full awarding of justice to all parties."! This interpreta-
tion certainly changes the whole aspect of that part of the
Lord's return, for it shows that "Cod will bring every work
into judgment, with every hidden thing, whether it be good,
or whether it ve evil,"a not merely to gratify his desire for
revenge, but to give to each man according to his works.

8. The Resurrection of the Dead and the Change of the
Living.

In a later chapter we propose to discuss more fully
the matter of the resurrection, At thisg stage we merely
wish to indicate its reletionship to the appearance of Christ
on the clouds of ‘heaven with great glory.3 Since Paul zeemg
t0 make the resurrection of the dead and the change of the
living practically synonymous and practically instantaneous,
we shall consider these two features together. We are aware
of the fact that Paul says "The dead in Cprist shall rise
first."* vet by gathering together the various pertinent

passsages in his writings, it will become apparent, we believe,

lvincent, Word Studies, IV, p. 55. Eocl. xili. 14,

SMatt. xxiv. 30. %1 Thess. iv. 16.
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t it is a wise procedure to take up both ideas at the

Same time,
The doctrine of the regurrection as mentioned in

Pay .

1 hag been expounded in essentially two different ways.
Soy

1€ scholare have eaid that Paul like many Pharisees be-
1i 5

€Ved in the resurrection of believers only. Others are

cer
tain that such an interpretation is wrong, for, they

88
¥s he held that all men will rise from the dead. The key

asg .
Passage in the New Testament which bears most directly ang

Most cle

arly on the subject is in the speech of Paul before
Feliy )
11x in his own defense and in reply to Tertullus' accusa-

tio
U8. In the presence of Jews he confessed to having the

hOD ¥
P€ which Jews 2s a class held, that "there shall be a resur-

TeCtior ~r » - . "
“10n of the dead, both o the just and of the unjugt .l

The preceding words are plain enough. Gardner, citeg

by Re
Rober con,g in company with others says that Luke doeg not

Correctly represent Paul since the man of Tarsus believed
that only those "in Christ" would rise again. Knowlingd
8hoyg that Daniel "plainly implies a resurrection of the just
and the unjust, xii, 2, but we cannot say that this became
the Prevailing belief." The same writer says that "Josephus,

- €iving an account of the ordinary Pharisaic doctrine,

\———‘_

lacts xxiv. 15 ARV.

2Robertson, op. cit., III, p. 418.

%R, J. Knowling, The Acts of the Apostles, Vol. II of
s COreek Testament, ed. W. Roberteon Nicoll (?

p?ls.; Grand Repids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., n.d.),
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speaks only of the virtuous reviving and living.ggain, Ant.,
xviii., 1, 3."l1 He alsc adds that "in the Talmudic litera-
ture the resurrectioﬁ of the dead is a privilege of Israel,
and of the righteous Israelites only - there is no resurrec-
tion of the heathen."?

We believe this type of reasoning would have consid-
erable weight, were it not for one important fact: the con-
version of Saul. Perhaps Knowling and othere who inecline to
the view that the Jews held only to a resurrection of godly
Jews are right in their contention. Yet, we would be geing
astray if we maintained that Paul's views did not change to
conform to the truth of the Gosgpel. He believed most firmly
that Christians are "foreordained to be conformed to the image
of his Son,"? which would include, of course, conformation %o
the thinking processes of the Son of God. We need not feel
that the resurrection of all the dead must perforce be ex-
cluded from Paul's thinking, especiglly in the light of the
Daniel prophecy,4 as well as in the light of Christ's pre-
diction of the resurrection.® Rather, we would agree with
Lumby when he szys: "Speaking in the presence of Felix, the
Apostle seemg to have chosen words which might touch the

con-

science of the Procurator."® Thig explahation of Paul's uge

l1lbig., p. 483. 3Ibid., p. 483. SRom. 8:29,

4Dan. xii. 3. 5Jn. v. 28~9, and sore parables.

6J. R. Lumby, The_ Acts of the Apostles, Cambridge
Greek Testament for écnUUIE“Eﬁa‘UﬁIIEEEET”EHTF'H“CﬁﬁE@Tg“

olls

(Cambridge: at the University Press, 1937), p. 411.
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of both the just and the unjust fite in very well with the

sequel to the story where we are informed that Felix was ter-
rified becauge of Paul's discuseing righteousness, self-con-

trol, and judgment to come (underscoring ours).1

The two great changes, the one or the other of which
will affect every man at the lagt day, are the rising of the
dead and the transforming of the living so that both classes
of men will have the same kind of body. Another chapter will
deal with the resurrection, but we shall refer to it as a
conclusicn to this chapter.

"The dead in Christ shall rise firgt M8 Were we to
press the adverbiel -\re(ul'ro\/ , we would have to insigt on
strict chronological order. There is some value upon such
emphagis, since Paul was setting the Thessalonians right on
the relationghip between the Christians living at the par-
cusia and those who are asleep in Chriét at that.time. The
dead in Christ are "not 'those who died in Christ' (1 Cor.
15:18) but 'the dead who are in Christ'; . . . . as in life
and at death so from death to the Parousgia, the believer isg
under the controcl of the indwelling Christ or Spirit."s
Therefore, the fact that they arise first "removes their dig-
advantage by putting them on a level with the living."4
While some value attaches to the singling out of 'n]o:lq~ov'

vet we would be grossly misunderstanding the passage if we

lacts xxiv. 25. 21 Thesgs. iv. 18.

SFrame, op. cit.,p. 175. 4Ipvid., p. 175.
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did not definitely interpret it as referring strictly to
godly people, and not to be contrasted with the wicked dead,
but rather to be contrasted with the godly living ones at
that time. There are many who insist that in 1 Thessgsalon-
lans we have the rapture as the Premillenariaﬁs conceive
it; they =lsc demand that the first be defined ae referring
to the saved who had passed on and that the gecond would
then be the wicked who had passed on; whereas Paul plainly
indicates that the first applies to the godly people who
had died and the next clause beging with "then we . . . ."
meaning‘of cour se the Christians on the earth at the time
of the parcusia. With that in mind, let us note Robert-
gon's interpretation which is the correct one, so far as we
can determine. He says, "First here refers plainly to the
fact that, so far from the dead in Christ having nc share in
the Parcusia, they will rise before those still alive are
changed. "t

In both 1 Cor. xv. and 1 Thess. iv. Paul speaks of
we. That seems clearly to have primary reference to Chris~
tians. The resurrection of the wicked, if it is present here
at all, is present only in backgroqu. The we may mean all
those living at the parcusia, but such an interpretation does
not make the best sense., Moffatt in his Commentary maintaing
that the text here has been emended, and concludes his @is—

cussion by giving the gist of Paul's thought, thus:

lrcbertson, op. cit., IV, p. 32.
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. » « . 8scholars from Augustine to Aquinas failed to re-
cognize that Paul reslly wrote: not all of us (Chris-~
tians) are to die (i. e. some of Us will be awake in
life when the End arrives), but all of us (whether dead
then or alive) are to be changed. He is expanding what
he had already said in &2, 83: all who belong to Christ
ghall be made alive at his arrival.l

A

A final word should be included concerning the change
of the living. "In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at
the last trump" indicates instantaneous effect. The deriva-
tion of the first noun is a most interesting one. 8ince the
development of scientific research in the field of atomic
energy it is’ particularly pertinent. Moment &T"'['“E' is an
"old word, from a privative and temnT, to cut, indivisible:
Scientific word for atom which was considered indivisible,
but that was vbefore the day of electrons and protons."g To
all practical purposes when we say the twinkling of an eye

we say immediately. Findlay suggests that Paul used such an
expression to "preclude the fear of a slow painful procesg."9d

"At the last trump." Here we have "the solemn final-

ity of the transformation."4 It simply means that once thisg
particular trumpet is blown, history as we think of it will

have come to an end, and the final assize before the judgment
seat of God will see the everlasting separation of the wheat

from the chaff, of the sheep from the goats.

yoffatt, Thessalonians, p. 366.

2Robertson, op. cit., IV, p. 198.

3Findlay, 1 Corinthians, p. ©41. %Ibid., p. 941.
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CHAPTER II
THE MAN OF SIN ACCORDING TO PAUL

When the apoetle Paul wrote the second time to
the Thessalonians, one of the major subjects which occupied
him was the second coming of Christ. Many of the things
which he mentions in that letter revolved around that sub-
ject. The comfort of the persecuted Christians, the admon-
ition not to be easily shaken in mind, the emphasis on wait-
ing for Christ and the manner of conduct which should char-
acterize the followere of Christ in the interval - these and
other subjects are given with a prominent permeation of the
thought of Christ's return.

In 3 Thessalonians ii. we have what has been "well
named 'The Pauline Apocalypse.'“l It is one of the most ex-
tended discussions which Paul presented in his writings on
the question of eschatology. He had spoken often about the
Lord's return in his first letter, and to correct certain
false impressions which the Thessalonians entertained, he
wrote again on the matter. One of the strange features a-
bout this section is that even though there is about as full

a treatment of one nhase of the second coming as one might

1a. B. Stevens, Pauline Theology, A Study of the Ori-
gin and Correlation of the Doctrinal Teachings of the Apostle
Paul (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1895), p. 347.
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fing anywhere, yet because of the casual character of cer-—

tain statements in the section, and because of the incom~

Pletenegs o some of his references, we find a great variety

°f opinion as to what the various teachings are. The litera-
ture on the subject is legion. The question is one of thoge
Subjectg which never cease to occupy the thought of scholars,

®Nd 80 the seversl types of interpretation in their tura come

to Prominence in the thinking of those who look into the

Bcrlptures.
It will be convenient to consider the unique person

here Called the man of sin (or the man of lawlessness, de-
Pending on which reading one accepts, for both delineations
4Te found in the original), and the son of perdition, by re-
ferring to his relation to history, the character of his per-
son

¥ho Will destroy him with the breath of his mouth, and his
In our discussion we shall designate the same in-

» the restraining influence on his activity, the opponent

devoteeg,
Aiviguay by wvarious names: man of sin, son of perdition,
Antichrist, man of lawlessness.

L. Relation of Antichrist to history
Paul, along with Silas and Timothy, had just spoken

°f the righteousness of God in recompensing evil to evil men
(for that ig the force of the descriptive phrase "to those

Yhat trouble you" - the latter being God's people), showing
that the ungodly wouid be punished with everlasting destruc-

tion from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his

Power. He hag just prayed that God would meke his readers
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worthy of the Chrigtian calling. Then he passes on to the
correction of wrong deductions concerning hies teaching a-
bout the end of the age. The Thessalonianse were a people
who had become unsettled in their minds about the second
coming, and so the founder of the Christian church in their
city - the human founder - proceeded to set them right on
two subjects: the parousia of Christ and the gathering of
his people unto him.

In earnest tones he requested them not to be shaken
in any way - by spirit, or by word, or by letter. Scholars
differ on the question whether Paul grouped these three a-
gencies together or used only the idea of "letter" as com-
ing more directly from himself and his companions. Moffatt
says, "Ss §.° wuHwv'purporting to come from us,' goes with
js_’n"ld“ro)\as alone, for, while Ao/\/vs (Luenemann) might be
grouped under it,—n-vzs}xd\cannot-“l However, it seems more
natural to us to think of the three means as a group. Ap-
parently the three collaboratore of 1 Thessalonians could
not determine exactly where the false report came from,
which had been circulated to the effect that Christ had al-
ready returned. They obviously regarded three possible
sources as plausible for explaining the origin of the report:
"epirit" which "applies to the ecstatic or prophetic utter-

ances of supernaturally inspired persons,"z "vord," logical

yoffatt, Thessalonians, p. 47.

2pindlay, Thessalonians, p. 165.
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discourse based upon revelation already given, and "letter" -
some writing that apparently might have been circulated as
a Pauline document.

By exhorting the Thessalonians not to be shaken in
mind, Paul and his companions made it plaln that the Thesga~
loniansg were not to think what was not true, namely, that
the day of Christ had already arrived. It had not done that.
To hold such a view was to hold false teaching. They who
knew that it was man's highest duty to love God with the
whole heart, soul, strength, and mind were at the same time
ingsistent that the followers of Christ should not be shaken
in mind or deceived by any means. They should think the
truth; they should make their view of the Lord's coming a-
gain conform to the pattern of world history which must be
completed before they would be gathered unto him,

For that reason the writers point out two develop-
ments which must take place before the end of the age. In
the elliptical sentence of verse three, there is no diffi-
culty in supplying the conclusion from the context. "The
day of the Lord shall not come" except an apostasy come first.
An apostasy is a falling away from the faith - the idea be-
ing that of general change in the course of history: men,
even professing Christians, will be drawn away from the Lord
Jesus Christ to follow another individual who will appropri-
ate unto himself the prerogatives of the Almighty. Men who
love not the truth, who believe not the truth will be en-

slaved by his power, or in other words by the cruel tyranny
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of their own sin, and give themselves to the service of evil

as Faust did in the ancient myth.
As a result of the apostasy and as a c¢limax to that
condition the man of sin will be revealed. He is called the

son of perdition. Ruin is the essential character of his
life.

§ vidy Ths Uvwwirsions = & AmweAAvpsvos,

a Hebraism indicating the one who be}ongs to, the class
destined to destruction (v. 10 ef BTedAlpzvor )

as opposeg to the class destlned tY salvation (1 Cor.
.18 ec¢ GTwhdpsved

Although men will worship him and although he will appear as

worthy of unconditional dedication of heart and unreserved

surrender of life, yet he is the son of perdition; he is
C

> /7 b) /
) vies TRSs ®To Asiws, A A€ Lol
ke A A -
comes from oeTro M » which means to destroy, to put

out of the way entirely, to ruin.? Thayer says that the ex-

pression indicates "g man doomed to eternal misery (a He-
braism, gee vids ),"3 and shows that uids with the
genitive of a thing meéns"one who is connected with or be-
longs to a thing by any kind of close relationship."% Tt

is that phase of his existence which his followers will either
fail to understand or perhaps obstinately refuse to believe

about him and with him their end will consummate. That means

1Frame, op. ¢it., p. 354.
2Phayer, op. cit., p. B4.
31vid., p. 71. 4Ibid., p. 835.
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that they will not at the last enjoy the fellowship of their
Creator; they will have companionsghip rather with him whon

they exalted as their god by displacing the true Creator from
his rightful position.

So, according to Paul, Silas and Timothy, there is a
definite kind of progress in the ages of time. The apostasy
will precede the return of Christ; so will the revelation of.
the son of perdition precede the revelation of the Son of God.
II. The Character of the Man of Sin.

The character of the Antichrigt is a literally awful
one. When we tabulate the various elements in that character
and combine them into one whole, as Paul did, we can simply
say that the antichrist is nothing else than a being who in-
spires, or produces, awe, including terror and wonder, in the
hearts of men. The Christian will not so much fear the man
of sin, as he will marvel at the amazing combination of quali-
ties of his being. The unsaved individual will both marvel

and fear.

The Antichrist is called the man of sin (or of law-

lessnegg). The very essence of hie inner life is rebellion
against God. John telles us that sin is 1aw1€esness.l The
warp and woof of the nature of the Antichrist is refusal of
submission to the Ggd of heaven and earth. What he does he
does out ‘'of a heart that recognizes no law but his own de-

sires, no standard of conduct but his own wishes and views

11 Jonn iii. 4b.
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of what ought to be.

The Antichrist is the son of perdition. "The first
epithet refers to the nature, the gecond to the doom of Anti-
christ."l The perdition is the opposite state of o LP .

The son of perdition is he on whom perdition falls as
his due and his heritage, who is so indissclubly relateg
to it, 2nd so bound up with it, that he cannot escape it.

Being the Man of Sin, he must be in God'es righteous gov-
ernment the Son of Perdition.'

So writes Eadie. And Lenski adds another thought: " &
:{v$wwos states that the antichrist is not Satan, but =a
human being, and thus s urTo/s , 'the son of perditiontt"3
We should also note, as we have already intimated from Frame's
observation mentioned previously, that those who know the
meaning of salvat'ion - o"mTv\(J {0(—- are those who do not
follow this son, and are therefore not the perishing ones
(-ro(\\s &—n-o>\>\u [,A.i,vo (S) of verse 10, but belong to
the group whom Paul describes as the saved ones, 6l Tuw-
gcﬁ{VOL.4

Again, the Antichrist assumes God's place in human
history. We are told that "he opposes and exalts himself
above 2ll that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that
he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that

‘he is God."® A4 this point the question arises as to whether

lrindlay, op. cit., p. 168

BJohn Fadie, A Commentary on the Greek Text of the

Epis‘cle to_the Phegasalonians. (London: Macmillan and Co.,1877)
jo - T

SLenski, op. cit.,p. 416. 41 Cor. i.18 52 Thess.ii.4



e —————— ——

54

the Antichrist is to be a Jew or a Gentile. Lengki says,
The fact that thié apostasy will occur in the Christian

'hurch is beyond question; otherwise it would not be an

Apostasy.' The man of lawlessness will be itg hea§,
Ecme have thought of a Jewish apostasy, the Jewish

Yet
Bational rejection of Chriet, and alsolof the Jewish

Pelitical apostaey from imperial Rome.

o the apostasy is within the Christian church, a view which

Beemg Teascnable enough, then the Antichrist may or may not

be o Jew. He would simply be some person who would arrogate

to himself the prerogatives of God. Yet, some scholarg in-

8igt that the man of sin must be a Jew. For example, Charleg

Pointg out the argument of Weiss in the latter's Theoclogy of

the Ney Testament, "that an apostasy was strictly speaking

impOSSible in heathenism," and adds the observations that the

Tews in Payjrg day had shown themselves "unreasonable and

SVil menn (2 Thess. iii. 2), and that the false Megsiah would

Tegarg the temple at Jerusalem as the dwelling place of God.
e describes the theory of the Jewish origin of the Anti-
Chrjgy as "in a very high degree probable."g Other thinkers
Woulg Quickly point out counter-arguments. Charles further
“Ingles out gapatier who felt that Paul left the person of

the Antichrigt indefinite; he also mentions Holtzmann who con-

Yendeq 4pq4 the Jews would under no circumstances have re-

. 3
8arded & mere man as the Messiah.

\
lLenski, op. cit., p. 416.

3R. H. Oharles, A Oritical History of the Doct¥ine of

g Future Life, 2d ed., (London: Adam and Charles Black, 1913)
* 439, note 1.

3Ibig., p. 440
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One can go in circles trying to settle the matter.
He can think up rebuttals against the various theories which
have been propsed. It seems to the present writer that there
is not enough information in the section under discussion for
@nyone o determine in conclusive fashion what the man of gin

"111 be, although he inclines to the view that the son of

Perdition will be an apostate professor of faith in Christ.
Several participles add to the picture of thig awful

Person, The first may be a participial subetantive (so Mil-

ligan, in loco).1 But if so, we must be careful not to e-
dUate that person with Satan, who also is an opposer of God.

For verse 98 tellg us that the Antichrist is not Satan him-

Belf, pyut his tool. The second participle brings into sharp-

®8% focus the attitude of the man of sin concerning himself:
he Claimg to be God by "setting himself forth above all that
s calleq God or that is worshipped."3 The word used here

hag the idea of nominating or proclaiming to an office. Ag
Bickne1s puts it, "It includes a public and, as it were, an

°fficial claim to be God."4
There geems to be little doubt that Paul was think-

ing about the saying in Daniel xi. 36, where we note that

"he (tne king commonly regarded by many scholars to be Antio-
Chug Epiphanesg) shall exalt himself, and magnify himself
above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against

\

lyilligan, op. cit., p. 99. 22 Thess. ii. 9.

32 Thess. 1i. 4. “Bicknell, op. cit., p. 78.
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t
o God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be

%compligheg | | . . he shall magnify himself above all."

he blagphemous claim of Antichrist is the climax
It is preceded by a carefully

T

0
T the self-geification.
Wordeg infinitive clause emphasizing the prepostercusness

of th ; " S 7
© wicked one. "By their several positions oLu Toy/
’
d o Qg are both emphasized: 'He in the temple of
Goa takes hig sesat, as though that throne were his.'"l qp
Tempie is not the entire temple area, but the innermost

Banctuary where God himself is said to be ~ where he eits,
% 8ymbol of authority. We may think of his claim thus:

n ¥

U Bvooinian ik e KINeEE 16 L0V seaiiy Bk, b

An excellent summary of the whole proceeding is

8iven by magie -

Thig ig the crowning act of impiety - not putting hig
Statue in the temple, but sitting in state in it him-
€elf; not multiplying false gods, or setting up many
1dols, but himself claiming godhead, either as a rival,
°T to the exclusion of the ome true God. For a creas-
ture, for a man, to venture upon this divine treason,
and, from pride and insclent ambition and.annlpathy,
Cod's seat and claim His honour, is surely

to take :
€ most awful consummation of wickedness and blas~-

th
Phemy that can be imagined, and he who rises to the
Y, is truly

€ight of guch flagrant, 'damnable' enormit
One can

h
Nemed the Man of Sin, the Son of Perdition.
Scarcely imagine the possibility of such God-defying

ang God-personating rebellion, and we must surely won -
der why i+ ig tolerated at all, not why vengeance ig
ashed upon it in God's time at the Second Advent.
The Antichrist is a revealed person. One of the

\
lFindlay, op. cit., p. 189 zFrame, op. cit.,p. 258.

3Badie, op. cit., pp. 273-4.
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characteristic truths about the Lord Jesus is that he wilil

be Tevealed to the sight of men. Every age of history hag

3 share of pecple who did not know of him, or if they

h&d itg
Adid’ Would not recognize him as God's Son. Unable to see
» the unbelievers are likewise un-

ve

him Wlth the physical eye

Wle to gee him with the eye of the mind, for they are

Oling, But the time is coming when he will be revealed.

Evary €ye shall see him;z every tongue shall confess that
he lg Lord to the glory of God the Father; every knee ghal}l
bow before hipm.3

So also the man of lawlessness will be revealed.
it M2y be that every age of history has its share of people
"ho g5 pet recogniée the existence of Satan as a fact, nor
the €xistence of his cohorts as a fact. To such the idea
°T Satan reflects only a primitive view of life such as ig-
MoTant pPeople in ancient times held. To them sin is not dig-
°bdience against Almighty God, but an error of judgment or
- ndiscretion of one kind or another. But to Paul evil
Wags g Very terrible power, working in the lives of men, ang
Satay was a very real individual, going about as an angel of
light at times, engaged in his work of deceiving people. Now,
the Outstanding servant of Satan, he says, is the son of per-

He is already doing the bidding of his master in the

Aition
"The mystery of iniquity is already at work.w

U fairg of men.

\
3phil. ii. 10, 11.

lEph. i. 18. 2Rev. i. 7.
43 Thess. ii. 7.
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It would seem that an analyeis of life would lead men to ag-
it that the world is a place where evil is rampant. Any
Populgy newspaper or magazine could show the prevalence of

Teligious indifference, unbelief, hatred, idolatry, adultery,

Murder, lying, stealing, disregard for parents and the like.

Yet men remain . oblivious of the true import of this pre-

Valence of evil. But, Paul says, the time is coming when

the Antichrist will be revealed. He says it repeatedly

(Verses 3, 6, 8). For the time being he has not been made

mﬁnifest; that time is coming. Then the mystery of iniquity

Y11l e no more a mystery, but will be fully known by all.

The Antichrist is called lawless (AV "wicked"). wWe

8hould not think that the man of perdition will be destroyed

48 soon as he ig revealed. Rather, a certaln amount of time

Must elapse to enable him to perform his miracles and signs
80d lying wonders according to the working of Satan, for "ag
the Lorg Jesus has His Parousia, the lawless one has his (gf.
Rev, xvii, 8 To ehf)lov. : -—-rroao S£TTR. ), in which he
8hows himgelf the representative and instrument of Satan."l

We Simply have the logical order here, not the time length

Within which Christ will destroy him. It is over a period of

time (geven years or three and a half years as some might
Claim from a comparison of the book of Revelation) that the
Wicked slave of the devil will bring out his rebelliousness.

The Antichrist will come to perform the kinds of

lMiiligan, op. cit., p. 104.
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Phings wi:
D8 which Satan delights to do: his "coming is after

th i
e Working of Satan with all power and signs and lying
wo . N o 5 "
fders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in

t
hep that perigh."l The most natural understanding of the

th A

‘Tee types of activity would be to say that this unique
e - " 5 "
Person will engage in works calling forth the wonder of

th _ '
°8e who may behold them. Let us note how Eadie explains

thig group:

?he genitive f.ulsous is probably that of characteriz-
ihg qualities., But Luenemann and De Wette take it as
the genitive of purpose ~ 'der Genitivus des Gesichts-
Punkfes' - twonders whose aim is lying.' Winer, #30, 2 b
- But the characterization of these miracles woulgd

8€em to be a more immediate necessity than a statement
Of their purpose; and if they were false themselves,

1€y could not but lead to falsehood, and they must have
illq§tration

had their origin in it . . . . Theodoret's
18, they sh w gold which is not gc»ld,8 XPucroV

U 2 Aubds Bbvra Xpuoov
And Frave ip the International Critical Commentary says,

Paul co-ordinates S,u/vu. 18 », the abstract potential
POwer, with g w ptiw and T—£heeTo , the s,oncrete
8lgns and porten%ts, intending nd doubt by SJvapts

he gpecific power to perform miracles. 8Since hé seenmg
geed

Yo feel no difficulty with this co-ordination, we
10t hesitate to construe —Trg-w both with Suvu[jit

and (by zeugma ) with oWNpeeiotS wal T€paa
It follows'that

(2 common phrase in the Gk. Bib.).
y be taken with all three sub-

tuoRougis likewise o
P 6us e o

stantives (of. v. 2 s &L mp i
The reality of the capacity and of its expression in

Outward forms is no% denied; but the origin is stigma-
tised as falsehood.

In other words, as we think of the conflict between

g0o0q and bad, we may rightfully conclude that Satan will by

\
1z Thess. ii. 9-10. 3Eadie, op. cit., pp. 384~-5.

3Fraune, op. cit., p. 369.




60

meane of the person of his chosen vessel namely, the man of
sin, the kinds of ruses that include optical illusions in
all preobability, but also real worke which will reguire
greater power than the mére laws of nature to gain his end
of opposition againet God and to enslave those who are being
lost. Findlay distinguishes the kinds of actions of the

man of sin in showing that

/
Auvd(’-t.\s names the miracle from ite cause, the super-
naturall force acting 1n it; onpeloy from its meaning
its gignificance,; —++pxs , portentum, prodigium,
miraculum, . from its abmormal nature, and the astonish-
ment it arousos. “ & u » The three terms might constitute
a collective idea, with "W&crvt. at the b@glnnlng in-
dicating the number and variety of Antichrist's 'signs,
and P2 8eus at the end aualifylng them unitedly
(Lightfoot); but - since &9 vugu is eingular, and
rarely has this concrete gense except in the plural -

we may better render the phrase: 1in all power - both
signs and wonders of falsehood. . . . .+

The description as continued in verse 10 gives us
the subjective effect of the lawless one's working, as the

phrase in verse 9 tells of the objective nature.

—“-uo‘& indicates_a manifoldness of deception correspond-

ing to the manifolgd forms of the deceiving agency, T
8uvup.1.c_ KT AmaTa 28cuwing construed similarly to g28ew{a
wywBwerdvng in i. 11 (see note) means such 'deceit as
belengs to 'unrighteousness,' as 1t is wont to employ -
subjective genitive not unlike gapster . . ququus
above. JAwdTw is the active and concrete tdeceit,

nct 'deceivablegess' (A.V.), nor 'deceitfulness' (else—

where in A.V.).

It is not to be wondered at that he whose coming
is after the manner of Satan should be characterized by all
manner of power and all manner of signs and all manner of

wonders, which in turn again are lying in their intent.

lpindlay, op. cit., p. 182 2Ibid., op. cit., pp.183-3,
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For Christ himself said to the Jews in one of his discourses
concerning the devil that "he abode not in the truth because
there is no truth in him. When he spesketh a lie, he speak-
eth of hig own: for he is a liar, and the father of it."1

The prediction of Cyrist most exactly conforms *o
Paul's description of the time of apostasy, for the Son of
God plainly told his followers that there would be false
Chrigts and false prophets who would show great signe and
wonders so as to deceive, if possible, the elect themselves.2
Again we have the idea of deceit. Which is only another
way of saying that those who live in an atmosphere of spirit-
ual darkness manifest the nature of their surroundings in
their attitudes and actions.

The degcription of the Antichrist in the Pauline
Apocalypse is unique in this way, that it showe forth a
creature of whom only negative epithets may be made. There
is simply nothing in any part of his nature which is com-
mendable, Even the fact that he can work miracles is not
in itgelf a good quality, for in the Bible miracles are not
to be evaluated only or even chiefly on the basis of the
power they reveal, but only in the light of their purpose.
Christ performed miracles to convince his followers that he
was the Christ, and to give expression to the sympathy with
those who were under the power of Satan in one way or another.

His purpose was a good purpose. When the Antichrist works

lyohn viii. 44 “Mat. xxiv. 24.
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(or perhaps better, will work) miracles, his purpcse will
be evil. The man of sin therefore is a person from whem all
men should shy away, with whom none should have fellowship.
He is bad, wholly bad; his end is destruction; his followers
will likewise perish; and he is therefore to be entirely a-
voided, condemnsd, opposed, as James sald of Satan: "Resist

the devil and he will flee from you."l

III. The Restraining Influence on the Activity of Antichrist
The greatest problem of exegesls which arises in
the consideration of the son of perdition is the difficulty
in identifying the power or the person of whom Paul said,
"And now you know what withholde (or restrains) that he
might be revealed in his time (vs. 8)." Or again, "Only he
who withholds (or restrains) withholds (or will withhold or
restrain) until he is out of the way." Thayer translates
the last phrase, "until he disappears."g
A part of the problem lies in the fact that Paul here
shows in an off-hand manner something of the knowledge which
the Thessaloniane had of the subject at hand. "Do you not
remember that when I was yet with you I told you these thingg?
And now that (force or influence) which restrains you know,"
(verses 5-8a). The fact that we have no hint whatever in the
account of Acts about such impartation cf information as Paul

here mentions, the easy manner with which he merely alludes

LJames ive 7 2Thayer, op. cit., p. 402.
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to it at this point, the omission of a more explicit defin-
ing of terme in other parts of Paul'e letter -~ all these
considerations impose upon us the task of basing our ex-
position of the passage on the basisg of inferences drawn
from certain details and from the general background of
Paul's thinking to particular conclusicons rather than on a
full presentation of the sugject by Paul himself.

The restraining influence is used both as neuter
and masculine and in that order. Such a difference in gen-
der suggests that it may be either a force or a person or
perchance both. Frame dififerentiates the various possible
renderings by pointing out that Ku.‘ré)(ov may be "restrainsg"
if the reference is to the Roman Empire, or "detainsg" if it
is to a supernatural being that keeps the Anomos in
detention, or "is holding sway" if the reference is to Satan.l

We shall list the various interpretations about the
withholding power or person which might explain Paul'e al-
lusion:

l. The Roman Empire.

Some scholars hold that the apostle judiciously re-
frained frowm mentioning by name the ruling government of the
time, since the letter might fall into hostile hands. He hag
apparently discussed rather fully the whole subject during

his stay in the city. He could therefore have had the Roman

power in mind and when he mentioned the restraining force in

1Frame, op. cit., p. 363,
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the letter the Tpessalonians would know very well what he
meant. There are some good reasons for holding to this view,
For Paul looked upon human government as ordained of God. He
would surely have agreed with Peter in obeying God rather than
men where men demanded what God forbade. But ordinarily he
would accept the circumstances of life as he found them and
believed in submission to the authorities of the land. 1In
fact, Paul had been protected at various times in his life
because of his Roman citizenship, as when his nephew discover-
ed the plot of the Jews to kill him, binding themselves by an
oath not to eat nor drink until they had accomplished their
murderous purpose.l .

We might state this same view in elightly different
form: the restraining influence could be the Roman govern-
ment not in the abstract, but "as embodied in Claudius."®
The name Claudius comes from the Latin claudo, and means to
restrain, and could have been a play on words. However,
since Caligula had been so sacrilegious in his conduct just
before Claudius, the Christians in those days may well have

been chary of placing too much confidence in the heads of

the Empire.
2, A Supernatural Agency
Other scholars regard the restraining influence as
being a supernatural power. For example, one suggestion ig

that the Holy Spirit is the withholding power. Yet we must

lacts xxiii. 12-35. “Bicknell, op. cit., p. 76.



remember that the restraining one in verse 7 is presumably
the same as the influence of verse 6, and since the restrain-
er will be taken away, it does not appear satisfactory to
make the Holy Spirit the checking force.

Another suggestion is that a great spirit or an an-
gel like Michael or Moses will be the restraining power. 8o
compare, for example, the individual who appeared as man to
Daniel and said to him, "But I show thee that which is noted
in the seripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth
with me in these things, but Michael your prince."l

4. That Which Holds Sway.

Another view is that Satan himself as a ruling power
is holding back the man of sin, for the devil is pictured as
the prince of the power of the aiT,® while Christ in his time
called him the prince of this world.® The present view would
be acceptable, but it has a strong counter argument within
the next verse, for there the withholder is said to disappear
or be taken out of the way. The devil could hardly be thought
of ag absent when evil at its worst will make its appearance
among men. The book of Revelation in its various delinea-
tions of the accuser (Satan) makes it abundantly plain that
the devil will expend all his energies to wage war against
the seed of the woman, the people of God, that is, against

anyone and everyone who is on Christ's side.4 80, we would

1pan. x. 31. 2Eph. ii. 3.
SJn. xii. 31; xiv. 30; xvi. 11. “Rev. xii.
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hold that Satan will be present to insure insofar as he can
the most effective opposition to the Lamb slain from the

foundation of the world, and to those who have his name writ-

ten on their foreheads.1

One more point: we should also observe that the
mystery of lawlessness is not exactly the same as the apos-
tasy mentioned earlier. Paul's presentation of the future
is that the powers of evil (most properly conceived of as
lawlegsness or rebellion) will be at work for some time be-
fore the full effect of their energy is seen among the chil-

dren of men. The apostasy will be the natural ogutcome of

the lawlegsness which will work its way insidiously in the
affairs of the human family. The apostasy will be the cul-
mination of that development of evil. But that evil is work-
ing steadily, was working then, will continue to work until

the restrainer is removed.

IV. The Opponent of the Man of Sin

The son of perdition will be one who in the nature
of the case must evoke the wonder of people when he comes
upon the stage of history with his lying signs and wonders.
But his popularity and power will be an honor which must
come to a sorry end. The Lord (some manuscripts add Jesus)
will also be revealed and he will destroy the wicked ser-
vant of Satan. )Avd_t()éca is the word used, found commonly

in Acts, only here in Paul, and once in Hebrews x. 9 where

lpev. vii. 3.
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it means to "remove" or "do away with." The picture which
we have of the doom of Antichrist is a scene which presents
etriking contrast and sudden destruction. Moreover, while
the favorite tool of the devil would succeed in deluding
many sons of men, yet hls helplessness in the presence of

the Son of God would be such that "the mere 'breath' of the

Lord's mouth will be sufficient for his destruction."1

r
The imagery is the same that we find in Isa. xi. 4: ﬁvdww§§:c

7 b) . p)
y'v?v T Xs’yg CToMA TS o 0T8O nal =Zv
\8

TV’-J’*MTL Sia /(2«)({4(4.”/ g(l’i.ki(: 8(0'2€: .

The Lord Jesus would render his enemy inactive or
inoperative rather than annihilate. And so bring to naught
or do away with his enemy. The word ie a favorite of Paul's
being used by him twenty-five times, once by Luke and once
by the writer to the Hebrews. Then the wondere of the Anti-
christ will fade into insignificance. Olshausen puts it
this way, "Christ merely by his word and his appearing, thug
by the smallest means aﬁd the glightest trouble, will des~-
troy the whole threatening power of Antichrist, which no
earthly power could conquer."z And that in turn calls to
mind the universal claim of the Son of God when he ascended
into heaven, "All authority has been given unto me in heaven

and in earth."® If the sacred scriptures can be taken at

lMilligan, op. cit., p. 103.

SHermann Olshausen, Biblical Commentary on the N.T.
Vol., V (New York: Sheldon, Blackeman & Co., 1858), pp.329-30.

SMatt. xxviii. 18.
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their face value at all, the Lord Jesus is omnipotent. I%

is the omnipotent Saviour who will destroy the Antichrigt.

V. The Devotees of the Antichrist

A fearful thing is to happen to those who follow the
Antichrigt. "Becausge of this" - the fact that the followers
of the man of sin did not receive the love of the truth, that
they might be saved - "God is sending them a working of er-
ror that they should believe the lie, "1 There is an amazing
recurfence of features which have counterparts in the op-
posing leaders. The son of perdition is said to have hisg
coming according to the working of Satan. Very well; God
permits the natural law of 1life to work: Do the bidding of
Christ and of God, and you are blessed. Disobey Hie word,
and the natural result will be your own curse. One cannot
continually tell oneself that a false thing is true and not
reach the gtate of mind in which he really holds that the
false is true. Repeated suggestion has its effect upon the
heart and mind of man. Now God sends to them - the Anti-
christ and his followers - a working of error. As Lenski
phrases it, "Whereby men sin, thereby they are punished."®
If one rejects the truth, and with it necessarily the love
of the truth, that is, the love of the Gospel, he must set
his affection on something else. Basically, the only other
alternative to truth is falsehood. The natural consequence

is unavecidable., And lest anycne should think that error is

12 These. 1i. 11. PLenski, op. cit., p. 439.
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a trivial matter, let him note the awful effect of yielding
to error. There comes a time when one cannot ke convinced
that a true idea is true; the capacity to accept the truth
hasg vanighed. Error then has more appeal; "it is so satis-
fying," as devotees of heathen religions so often assert.
Error, then, tends to soothe the conscience - it is so much
more pleasant not to be disturbed in mind. The result is
that error and falsehood appear to be superior to the truth.

A superficial reading of this Pauline Apocalypse
might lead many to think that the followers of Antichrist
were just poor, deceived people without any fair chance to
know the truth. The last phrase of the passage should off-
set any such idea. For there it is clearly shown that all
who believe the lie, not g lie, are of a particular bent of
mind. They do not believe, "have not believed," as Paul

puts it here, but have pleasure-in unrighteousness. The

desires of their hearts are open to view here. They would
not accept God's testimony; on the contrary, they thought
it was untrustworthy, and a lie. Therefore they made the
unrighteousness of the Antichrist their delight. 8o we
have not just the kind of people who could not help them-

selves out of a pitiful predicament, but the kind who find

‘satisfaction and pleasure in the allurements of the evil one.

Denney has put it very well:

Nothing is more certain, however we may choose to ex-
press it, than the word of the wise man: 'His own ini-
quities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be
holden with the cords of his sin.' He chooses hisg own
way, and he gets his fill of it. He loves the deceit
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of unrighteousness, the falsehood which delivers him
from God and from His law; and by God's righteous judge-
ment, acting through the constitution of our nature, he
comes continually more and more under its power. . . . .
It is %rue he has been deluded, but his delusion is due
to thie, that he had pleasure in unrighteousness.

In conclusion, let us observe that the question of
whether the world will get worse or better as time goes on
is inextricably interwoven with the view of world history
which incorporates a period of time in which an Antichrist
will appear. There have been ardent devotees of the view
that the world must come to better times. Especially now,
with the advancements of science in many fields of learning,
and with the evolutionary philosophy so popular, many peo-
ple are of the mind that constant improvement will mark the
life - the social, mental, spiritual life - of man, just
as in the world of the material we shall improve our 2utomo-
biles, airplanes, homes, living conditions and the like.

Others say that the world will get worse and worse .-
and only that. They point to the predictions of Paul and
Christ and John and others, singling out the "last days"
vassages of Paul, and say that there is only one true in-
terpretation about the future of the world and that that isg
steady degeneration ﬁntil the end.

To our way of thinking, neither view is right.
Rather, we regard that view as the best interpretation

which Denney gives in the following words:

The question is sometimes discussed whether the world

) 1 James Denney, The Epistles to the Thessalonians, The
Expositor's Bible, ed. W. Robertson Nicoll (25 vols.; New

York: A. C. Armstrong and Son, 1903), pp. 335-8.
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gets better or worse as it grows older, and optimists
and pessimists take opposite sides upon it. Both, this
law informs us, are wrong. It does not get better only,
nor worse only, but both. Its progress is not simply a
progress in good, evil being gradually driven from the
field; nor is it simply a progress in evil, before which
good continually disappears; it is a progress in which
good and evil alike come to maturity, bearing their rip-
est fruit, showing all that they can do, proving their
their strength to the utmost against each other. . . . .,
In the time of harvest: mnot till all is ripe for judg-
ment, not till the wheat and the tares alikelhave shown
all that is in them, will the judgment come.

And so, according to the prediction of that man who

knew the mind of God, if ever there was such a man, the
world will gee a fearful person some day. He will work won-
ders; he will evoke wonder; yet at the end the Lord will
dispose of him in a wonderful way: by the mere breath of
his mouth. The terrors he will arouse in the hearts of wen
need not disturb the child of God, for he says of his own:
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow

me; and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never

perigh, neither shall any one (not even Satan) pluck them

out of my hand."?

 Toid., p. 31314, “John x. 37-8.



CHAPTER III
THE LAST DAYS ACCORDING TO PAUL

In thie thesis we accept as the best reconstruc-
tion of Paul's life that outline which holds to the two
imprisonments, according to which Paul went the first
time to Rome, as the journey is reported by Luke in Acts
27-8, and according to which Paul thought he would most
probably be freed. He himself expresses his hope of re-
lease in his letter to the Philippians. "I trust," he
says, in ii. 19, 23-4, "in the Lord Jesus to send Timo-
theous shortly unto you, ﬁhat I also may be of good com-
fort, when I know your state. . . . Him therefore I hope
to send presently, so soon as I shall see how it will go
with me. But I truet in the Lord that I also myself shall
come shortly."'l

Another element of this outline is the view that
some years after this first imprisonment Paul wrote his
second letter to Timcthy, in which he gives voice to a re-
eigned frame of mind. He is again a prisoner, but now ex-
pects to give his 1life for Christ. "I am now ready to be
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand," he tells

Timothy ., Apparently he had nc hope of regaining freedom.

lphil., ii. 19, 23-&. 23 Tim. iv. 6.
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We recognize at once that there is no infallible
outline of the 1life of the great missionary, since we do not
have all the pieces of the puzzle which are necessary to
make the picture complete. On the other hand, in the light
of all the pertinent inforwation given in the New Testament
about hig life, it seems best to think of Paul as having
been imprisoned, released, perhaps making a journey to Spain
as he wrote to the Romansﬂ-then during the second incarcer-
ation looking forward to martyrdom.

The foregoing bagis of our discussion as given a-
bove does not conform to the view of many scholars who re-
gard Paul as having been a prisoner over an extended period
of time in Ephesus as well as at Rome. Nor does it fit the
views of those who say the Pastoral Epistles were not writ-
ten by Paul at all.

As an instance of the latter, we will just mentign

the able work of P. N. Harrison, who wrote The Problem of

the Pastorasl Epistles. He posits the thesis that the Pas-
torals were written long after Paul died. He phrases hisg
position thus: "The real author of the Pastorals was a de-
vout, sincere, and earnest Paulinist, who lived at Rome or
Ephesus, and wrote during the later years of Trajan or (%

and) the earlier years of Hadrian's reign."2 What he main-

tains is that the characteristics of the letters indicate

clearly that all the considerations which might be made in

lRom. xv. 28.

zP.N, Harrison, The Problem of the Pastoral Epistles
(Oxford University Press: Humphrey Milford, 1921), p. 8.
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relation to them point away from Pauline authorship. The
condition of the Christian churches, their need of the re-
viving of the joy of their first love to Christ, the ad-
vanced character of church organization, the different vo-
cabulary, and other matters are brought into close review.

Harrison gives a careful description of the real
auther of these works. He tells how he used Pauline sources,
but as he continued his writing he fell "inevitably out of
the Pauline style and phraseology intc his own looser, less
nervous, and less rugged style, and into the current vocabu-
lary of his own day."l Moreover, even though the real auth-
or setg forth his work as coming from Paul and not from him-
self, "in all this he was not conscious of misrepresenting
the Apostle in any way; he was not consciously deceiving any-
body; it is not, indeed necessary t0 suppose that he did de-
celve anybody."z

So we turn to two letters written in the last periog
of Paul'g 1life to examine what Paul had to say about the lagt
days. There are two definite sections which must be consider-
ed in detail, also two briefer references which will enable
us to understand the larger excerpts.

In 1 Tim. iv. 1-8 Paul speaks about the "later timeg."
In 2 Tim. iii. 1-9 he describes the "last days." We propose
to make a synthetic-analytic study of these sections along

with @ Tim. iii. 13, and @ Tim. iv. 3-4. Four main ideas

11pid., pp. 11-12. 2Ibid., p. 12
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will be discussed seriatim. They are: the last days pre-
dicted, the last days described, the last days as related

to Paul, the last days as related to the Christian ministry.

I. The Last Days Predicted
In 1l Tim. iv. 1 we are told, "Now (or but) the
Spirit expressly says that in later times some shall depart
from (or apostatize from) the faith, giving heed to deceit-
ful spirits and teaching of demons." According to Paul,
there would be periods of history wihen certain types of
thought and certain kinds of movements would be prominent,
These periods are "expressly" singled out by the Holy Spirit.
"In set terms" the Spirit of the Lord made known what should
come to pass. The essence of the Spirit's message "is stated
in actual, not merely in symbolical terms."1
Another way in which Paul's idea might be presenteg
ls suggested by Vos. He would explain it thus:
This forecggt ;g introduced by: ‘the Spirit says ex-
pressly' (PMTwS 'in go many words'), a formal state-
ment indicating that the low appraisal put upon the
character of the times was by no means the opinion of
single, pessimistically inclined, persons, but a piece
of actual proph%tic revelation once expressed with
great emphasis.
8till another possibility exists. Perhaps Paul was
quoting some prophecy current in his day; on the other hanq,

the Spirit could have used Paul himself to convey this par-

ticular utterance to Timothy as his fellow-Christians. In

1Lenski, Ops.cit.,p. 6837. 3Voe, op. cit., p. 93.
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the words of Lock, ". . . . we may paraphrase 'there isg a
past prophecy about a later crisis,vwhich is now being ful-
filled'."l That would make the "later times" %o be the age
of Paul. While there is nc particular reason why that can-
not be considered a correct interpretation, yet we would
hold that to limit the later times to Paul's age would be
to confine the prophecy within too narrow a period of time.
It would not accurately convey Paul'a thought. As White
sald,

'The latter times,' of course, may be said to come be-

fore 'the last days' . . . . But a comparison with 2

Tim. iii. 1, & passage very similar in tone to this,

favours the opinion that the terus were not so dietin-

guished by the writers of the N.T.®

The word 8{ at the beginning of the present pProphecy

is curiauely described as both strongly adversative (go
Spenced®) and as only elightly adversative (so Lock, White,4
et. al.). By comparing what Paul had just finished saying
in chapter 3 with what he mentions at the beginning of chap-
ter 4, we would regard it as presenting a strong contrast.
The church, said Paul, is the pillar and ground of the truth;

and great is the mystery of the incarnation of the Son of

lrock, op.cit., p. ®N.J.D. White, op.cit., p.120.

%H.D.M. Spence, The Epistles to Timothy and Titus,
Vol. III of A New Testament Commentary for Engligh Readers,
By Various Writers, ed. C.J. Bllicott. (3 vols.; New York:
E.P. Dutton & Co., n.d.), p. 195.

4In their commentaries cited previcusly, in loco.



7

God, who was manifested in the flesh, justified, seen,
preached, believed on, received up in glory. The sense of
the passage is correctly interpreted by Bernard, "The Church

is g pillar and ground of the Truth, and yet even in her

bosom error arises (underscoring ours). This is the force

of the adversative S{ in iv. 1; it refers back to iii.
15,03

With respect to the citation in 2 Tim. iii. 1-9,
we accept it as referring to the same era of history, even
though there is a different designation in the 2 Timothy pag-
sage. Perhaps Vincent is correct in holding that the "later
times" are merely future to Paul,2 but not indicating the
period clesing the present dispensation. Yet it seems bet-
ter to interpret the two paseages as describing moral and
religious conditions of the same period, with these differ-
ences that in 2 Timothy the picture deals with some elementg
not found in 1 Timothy, and 2 Timothy glves a much fuller gc-
count than does 1 Timothy.

We would miss a good deal of the value of the gelec-
tions in 2 Timothy if we failed to incorporate into our in-
terpretation the truth of the classic passage of @2 Tim. iii.
16: "Every scripture is God-breathed and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, for instruction which

is in righteousness." If every scripture is God-breathed,

lBernard, Pastoral Epistles, p. 64.

2Vinoent, Word Studies, p.
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then such predictions as we have in the lettere to Timothy

present no difficulty to us either so far as foretelling the

future is concerned or so far as forthtelling is involved.

And every scripture will be eminently profitable for Chris-

tians as they grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lorg
Jesus Christ.

II. The Last Days Described

When taken together, the two passagee under discusg-
sion give quite a lengthy list of characterigtics for the fu-
ture. Paul begins with apostasy. Some shall fall away from
the faith. The faith of course ie the faith once for all de-
livered unto the sainta.l It is the true faith, the faith
that saves, that very faith, the lack of which makes it im-
poseible for one to please Gpd.z And when God is displessed,
He is not so minded as to clear the guilty,s the carefree,
the indifferent, the irreverent and cthers who are unaware ¢f
the imperztive need of obedience to faith in Ghrist.4

The last days will find men seeking satisfaction fopr
the needs of their spirit in the occcult, mysterious, fascina-
ting and ensluving power of Satan in one way or another. The
slmple plan of redemption as given in scripture will no long-

er "uweet one's needs" as devotees of doctrines of demons are

lJude 3. ®Heb.xi. B.

S¢f. Ex. xxxiv. 7 with Heb, xii. 29.

4R0nio i e 5.
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wont to express it. Sc, instead of serving the living God
through the living Christ, men will dedicate their lives
and energies to religions of one kind or another in which
no doubt they are sincere, in which indeed they are often
far more sincere than professing Christians, but in which
they are being deceived and therefore heading for ruin.

By seducing spirits we understend those evil apirits

who are under the leadership of Satan himself. In the ming
of Paul, life could be explained'basically by thinking of
the ecovereign, covenant God, who did everything according to
the good pleasure of his will.l He could and did make vee-
sels unto honor and unteo dishonor;2 as Nebuchadnegzar said,
"He does according to his will in the armies of heaven, and
among the children of men."® Now, opposed to God is Setan.
As God hae his angele who are ministering spirits sent forth
to promote the welfare of the inheritors of eternal life, t¢
do Cod's bidding,% so Satan has his evil spirits of demons
who are sent forth to do the devil's bidding. It is the un-
clean spirite, whose basic nature is devoted to falsehcod,
that will influence and to a great extent determine the con-
duct of 21l such who submit to their leading. The prince of
this world who hase already in principle been defeated is also

the father of 1iea.6 It is no wonder that the slaves of the

lgon. 1.5. 20f. Rom. ix. 19-24
%Dan. iv. 35. “4Heb. i. 14. S5SJn. xii. 31.
6In. viii. 44.
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old serpent would be given to the destruction of human life
and happiness. These demons will not seek the good of men,
but their curse. They will be misleading in character; they
will draw men away from the truth. Yet, we should ever keep
in mind that people will gubmit themselves to such spirits;
they will be pleased to give their attention to teachings of
demons and accept them as the truth. Turning thelir backs to
him who said, "Because I say the truth, you do not believe
me, "1 they must turn somewhere and they turn to falsehood in
the form of doctrines of demons.

The word for "seduce" —w)w.wzo)- comes from the
word which gives us the root for our "planet," and original-
ly meant to wsnder or to rove. Thus the spirits are those
which incite people to depart from the way of uprightness
and go first to the right, then to the left. Bernard in his
Commentary explains it very well:

St. Paul had an ever present sense of the power and the

activity of evil spirits (Eph. vi. 18, &c.). They are
the ultimate, the false teachers of the next verse be-

ing the proximate, cause of the errors about to appear
in the Church.

The apostasy will come about through a number of con-
tributing factors. One of them is the hypocrisy of lying men.
A new group is introduced at this point; such who are the
instruments of evil spirits; they are "insincere, because

their own lives are inconsistent."® Their sin is the ein

1John 8:45. 3Bernard, Timothy, p. 65.

3Look, op. cit., p. 48.
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of pretension., Hypocrisy is that evil which is seen in those
who would have pecple think well of them, when in reality
they are wicked. To use common parlance, hypocrisy is usual-
1y the act of putting one's best foot forward with the con-
scious intent to deceive. Now, in the last days there will
be lying men who will make it easy for people who neither
know nor lcve the truth to follow lies. The liars will use
their energies to make people think that what they say ie
truth, that what they intend is the good of all concerned,
that their highest concern in 1life is to do the right by
everyone involved. Those who follow such leaders will go
blindly along, feeling secure in the guidance which the liars
will furnish, and quite content to let come what may,

The deceitful people just mentioned have ancther

quality which Paul describes as having been cauterized as to

their conscience.l Two meanings may be given this last ex-

pression. Some say it is a case of a conscience seared so

as no longer tc function properly - all feeling and natural
response to good and evil would be gone. Others say it means
to have the conscience burned as with a branding iron, thug
leaving an indelible mark of the owner of the conscience,
much as cattle upon our western plains are branded. The lat-
ter is accepted by Thayer and others (for example,. Ber-

nard and Lock who phrases it thus: Not 'rendered callous

as by medical treatment,' ¢f. Eph. iv. 16, but rather 'brand-

ed with the brand of slavery to their true master Satan,'

1 Pim. iv. 3.
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cf,
3 2 T1 2:26, and contrast Gal 8:17 T &rT!)l/.ux‘TaL Ted
kU‘Ou .")1 And the use of (.S(ell/ would suggest that if
the brg

Rding view be right the brand mark would be known not

primar11y by the outside world, but by the man himself. Tt

1o the Lonscience that is affected. The conscience in itg
bzue State is known to God alone.

A further graphic touch which embellishes the pic-
T€ of the lagt days is observable in 3 Tim, iv. 3-4, where

P
aul @gain mentions the kinds of people whom he no doubt con-

tacted during hig lifetime. "The time will come," he gays,

"vhen they will not endure sound doctrine, but after their
Cwn lustg they shall heap unto (or for) themselves teachers,

having itching ears (literally, being tickled as to the ear),
MA frop

8haj;y they turn."

the truth shall they turn their ear, and to mythg

The world is full of such people today. It was full

°f theny in Psul's time. In Athens there were scome whe did
"othing elge byt etther tell or hesr some new thing.® It
"8 not, the truth which they wanted. They merely desired to
be ®ntertained with fanciful theories of religion and life,
e “etaphygics and epistemology, of the world of nature and
the Nature of God. The teaching of the Church would lack
#Ppeal; what they wanted to hear was the sensational and

Pizarpe.

As Paul pointed out to the Thessalonians, so here he
\\;

Lock, op.cit., p. 48. BActs xvii. 81, ARV.
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clear that a very definite factor in the religious
(or irreligious) development of the people referred to would
depend to a great extent on their own natural desires. It

e Wold 2
ies according to their own lusts, wWeTd LS l&NS L

4 :
BUP' te g » that they will pile up the kinde of teachers

who will please them. They will heap them up for themselveg -

g_—uu 'rb? & . They are clearly desirous of the kind of men
and women who would make them feel good and help them to for-
get their own sins and shortcomings. The truth will then be
most distasteful and mythe will be much more pleasing.

Twice before (1 Tim, i. 4, iv. 7) mythe had been men-
tioned, each time in a command of Paul to Timothy not to pay
any attention to them. "Do not give heed to fables"; rather,
"refuse fables." And so, when we find myths mentioned again,
we may rightly assume that they are the stories which Paul
had in mind on a previous occasion (assuming, of course, that
Paul wrote 1 Timothy first and then 2 Timothy at the end of
his 1life).

"The time will come," gaid Paul. To scme extent it
had come already. If one may use as a standard of judgment
the rise of so many kindg of religions in our own country a-

lone within the last centurv, he may feel most confident that

such a time is upon us now. We are living in an era when men

feel insecure; the spectre of war haunts the minds of milliong

throughout the world, especially in relation to the power

politice which is so prominent in international relations.
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It ig such times that people's ears will be itching, desir-
ing whatever will soothe the restless mind angd heart. As
Vincent portrays it:

In periods of unsettled faith, scepticism, and mere
curious speculation in matters of rellgion, teachers of
all kinds swarm like the flies in Egypt. The demand
creategs the supply. The hearers invite and shape their
cwn preachers. If the people desire a calf to worship,
a2 ministerial calf-maker is readily found. 'The mast

of superstition is the people, and in g}l superstition
wise men follow fools' (Bacon, Ess. xvii).

Returning now to the larger citation in 1 Timothy,
let us note the varioue ways in which the doctrines of de-
mong make themselves manifest. The hypocrisy of those who
speak lieg is seen in their command not to marry. The con-
dition of 1life called celibacy is supposedly a holier state.
The early generaticns of the Christlian era were acquainted
with such sects as the Essenes and the Therapeutae who for-
bade marriage. The false asceticlsm of such groups was de-
nounced in no uncertain terms by Paul especially. Such a re-
striction on marriage, however, was not characteristic only
of the firet or second Christian century. We have the same
sort of heregy today. It is not thousands but millions of
Romanists today who are firmly convinced that the clergy in
their communion are of a holier order than themselves and
others because they do not marry. Here the Apostle Paul sim-
Ply passes over the prepostercus falsehood as not even merit-

ing an extended refutation because the idea is so contrary to

lvincent, Word Studies, IV, p. 33l.
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nature that he felt confident that God's people would not be
led away by such reasoning.

A second kind of falsehood was that it was wrong to
eat meat. Here again some of the ancient sects (that is,
of the early Christian centuries) came to the fore in for-
bildding various items of food. This time Paul goes into
greater detail. He himself had received the most rigid kind
of religious training, being a Pharisee, a son of Pharisee:s,:L
and having become accustomed to the strictness of that sect.
In Timothy's day the work of spreading Christianity still
was carried on very largely among Jewish people. Jews could
be found then as now in the great centers of population and
the guestion of what to do with food once called unclean
would come up more than once. Paul refutes the lies of these
deéeitful people by saying that every crealure of God ie googd
and not at all to be refused, when i% is received with thanks-
giving. "These 'meats' are the creation of God (not of the
Demiurge, as a later Gnosticism, with its dualistic view of
the impurity of matter, taught), and were created that they
might be received (625 <_#&%23é;&!JA£%ﬂj/l_Vﬂﬁh thanksg-~

giving.“z Thus the Essenes and others long ago as well as

those in modern times have no real case for restricting food
for religious reasons. The Seventh Day Adventists who for-
bid pork and other meats, the Romanists who say Christians

may not eat meat on Fridays, and others who claim to have

licts xxiil 5. €Bernard, Timothy, p. 66.
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the truth in saying it 1s sinful to eat food either of cer-
tain kinds or at certain times for religious reasons have
not reckoned with one of the greatest servants whom the God
of heaven and earth has used in times past. Falconer in The

Pastoral Epistles puts it this way:

Th. Mops. (Theodore of Mopsuestia) eees a close
connexion between the denial of the Incarnation and
this false asceticism, and followed by Chrys., finds
here a prophecy of the Manichean, Encratite, Marcion-
ite, and Valentinian heresies, which @enied that Christ
was born, prohibited marrisge, and enjoined abstinence
from foods (Swete); but the phenomenon may easily be
accounted for in the first century: which God created;
the Christian reply is based on the fact that what God
created is good (Cen. i. 31, cf. 1 Tim. vi. 17); this
is o fundamental reason against asceticism; foods are 4
to be dif ferentiated on healthful, not on ritual grounds.l

One cannot help wondering just how far one may press
Paul's statement that "every creature of God is good®; for
some devout people are very certain that some kin@s of things
used by men are not healthful, and should be rigidly exclud-
ed from the human diet because of their effect upon the body.
For example, today people freely use coffee and tea, both of
which contain drugs (unless, of course, such products as de-
caffeinated coffee are used); others cuestomarily drink wine,
beer, or some other alcoholic beverage. In ancient times
wine was regularly a part of the bill of fare. Now some
scientiste today insist that any drink with any amount of al-
coilel is harmful to the body.

There are doctors and health

fadists who say coffee and similar drinks should be avoided.

1R. Falconer, op. cit., 140.
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We know that Paul advocated the use of wine for the sake of
health. But would he also countenance the use of wine as a
regular beverage for human consumption? Would he say that
wine could be consecrated by the word of God and prayert? Ap-
parently he did, since there is no record of his having said

otherwise. The correct answer to this problem is no doubt

=

to be had in Paul's insistence upon temperance in all things.
The gecond letter to Timothy gives a much longer list
of characteristics to determine the last days. Perilous
times, dangerous, perhaps annoying, times would be the order
of the day. Could it be that Paul thought especially of
Christ's picture when the Saviour said that "men's hearts
would be failing them for fear and for looking after those
things which are coming on the earth: for the powers of
heaven shall be shaken"? Certainly this much can be saigd
without fear of contradiction, that when the world as a whole
hae a combination of the various disturbing passions in men
2ll at the same time, there can be no feeling of security in
the hearts of the ungodly. Where a traitorous spirit, a be-
clouded view of 1life, suspicion of both an individual and g
national kind, are the order of the day, the individuals of
society who rely upon the arm of flesh ultimately find, and
in some instances become aware beforehand, of their helpless

support indeed.

Dangerous times have been known in bygone centuries.

lor. 1 Cor. ix. 24-7. ®Lk. xxi. 28.
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It requires no stretch of the imagination to believe that
we are in an age of fear today. To the present writer it

seemsg thalt the fears of men become more intense with the

paseing of the centuries and particularly within the last
100 years, because of the "ghrinking" of the world, due to
modern methods of communication (radio, newspaper, air trav-
el and the like) and because of the comparatively greater
concentration of power as has been manifested in the discov-
ery of atomic energy. The recent war, for example, was
termed "global" because it involved more of the entire glove
than any previous war had done. It was the first use of
"global" in historical annals.

While we do not hear so much about the fearful ag-
pects of atomic power now as we did immediately after the
atomic bombinge in the recent war, yet thinking people real-
ize that mankind is in possession of a powder keg which it
did not have before. All methods of warfare and destruction
used previously to the ruination of Hiroshima and Nagasaki ap-
Pear quite tame by comparison. So the sttitude of people
toward the trend of world developments does not disprove
Christ's prophecy; rather, it fits in better than ever with
such prediction. It does not give the 1lie to Paul's clainm
about the last days; instead, it supports hie contentions.

In II Timothy Paul wae writing as one whose days for
this world were numbered (¢f. i. 8); yet he dwelt upon the

future course of the world so that Timothy might know what to
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expect in the days to come. More than one commentator re-
fers to the change of mind in Paul. "White remarks: "Al-
though £t. Paul had sbandoned his once confident expecta-
tion that the Lord would come again during his own lifetime,
it is plain that here, as in 1 Tim. iv. 1, he regarde the

time now present as part of the last days."t Easgton like-

wise says that Timothy must face "the inevitable moral de-

generation that precedes it (the end of all things).“z

And Bernard observes that "the prospect of the Second Ad-
vent of Christ was a vivid reality to St. Paul; he seems at
times to have expected it soon (esp. see 1 Thess. i. 10,
2 Thess. ii.)."9

A cursory reading of the present description would
lead one to think that Paul is giving a picture by means of
which we might identify the last days. There are some ex-
pressions which do indeed enable us to know that Paul was
speaking of the end of the age. However, while there is
some truth to the observation of Easton that the descriptive
"terms are chosen more or less at random and chiefly becauge
of their assonance; precise definitions, therefore, are hard-

1y essential for the interpreter of 2 Timothy,"4 yet we hold

lymite, op. cit., p. 169.

25.8. Faston, The Pastoral Epistles ~ Introducticn,
Translation, Commentary, and Word Studieg, (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons, 1947) p. 6€2.

“Bernard, Pastoral Epistles, p. 129.

4Easton, ops ¢it., ps 68.



90

that to some degree a preciseness of understanding the de-
taile of the various gualities listed is definitely better

o’

than simply to lump them all together and call the people

Men, says Faul in using a term which ig better ex-
presged by the word "mankind," will have certain features
which will bring about troublous times, times of fierce at-
titudes (cf. Matt. viii. 28). They shall be cpfz\ot VTOoC .
The word is used only here in the New Testament. In earlier
Greek thought, it was used to convey the idea of self-res-
pect which an upright person had for himself - thus Aristotle

. . . 1
uses it in his Nikomean Ethics ix. 8. 7. But Paul uses it

in v bad sense and points to self-centeredness which is at
the basis of so much sin in the world. "The true centre of
life ie changed. Self has teken the place of God, so all
sense of the duty to. others, whether man cr God, disappears."®
In this latter sense toc be a lover of self is to be virtually
an idolater, whereby one worships himself rather than the Cre-
ator. To be an idoleter is incompatible with the Christian
life.

Men shzll be covetous —cPu\o,L‘oyu‘Do(. Strictly speak-
ing, this is "lovers of money," while a covetous person is
’1\")\; ovf_/KTy\s . Only in one other place is the adjective

found. Wnen Christ spoke to the Pharisees who were "lovers

1Bernard, Pastoral Epistles, p. 129.

2Lock, 0p. 0lt., p. 105.
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of money," he said in effect, "You cannot serve God and love

money as vour greatest object of devotion at the same time."+

Paul told Timothy in his first letter that "the leve of money

l‘)
ies the root of all evil." Thig love of money "is a passive

7
vice, as contrasted with the active grasping of TrkioViisloL

« &« « = The 1atter night co-exist with prodigal expenditure;
not so ¢1X0( )vmich is the miser's sin, the auri sacre

L)

=
ames of Virgil (Aen. III. 58).°

5 B& 1 " e ’
Men will be boastful—u.)»xgovms, haught y- um'_(onqaowo(,
and railers (or abusive - @)‘{LO-CP hro( ). The firgt of
these ig manifested by a person's words, the second by his

actions and expressions, as for

141]

sxample scorn, arrogance,
while the third indicates evil speech. Some interpret the
last as abugive toward men, but Lock says the word refers to
God as well; so also Lenski,

The next grouping is : discbedient to parents—

‘/OVLUU‘IV &Tilgils’ and ungrateful- u)(o((om-roc » and im-

ploug- o(VoO‘lO( . Most writers say that the first of thes

t’u‘

arises out of the second. When @ child (or even a grown son
or daughter) is discbedient, it is very apparent that they
do not appreciate the many advantages which are afforded to
them through their parents. Bernard even calls this ingra-
titude the bleckest form of this sin. "The blackest form

of ingratitude is that which repudiates the claim of parents

lof, Lx. xvi. 14. S1 Tim. vi. 10

3Bernard, Pastoral Epistles, p. 98.




obedience.

cord by Luke, e 1t un-
than] rd evil
AACAL W TV Le
Thoge without navl
= +V o C - 10t
ar€ Those NOLO have 108V
PE L EE T - o ),—0 various P % OTL¢ o~
' 'J-‘- ) { - J ¥ v - e ] ’ - N -
P 5l . Boaws o Emmn) e +he YTave nf = o fam a ok 3
gsocial circles (for example, the love ol a pa for a child,

T 4 1 \ ™ i - F ' £ “
or of a man for his wife, and the like) are absent.

- > 8 ; . = o}
The implacable ones "O((GTGV 0L ~— arc such wiac

e - e M s —
the bodyv. WNTYyeos tom

(@]
]
’._. .
T
ct
'.4
(‘\
o)
.
c+
2" =

Kp & "i_ S are without self-control "with

l1vida., p. 130.

®White, op. cit., p. 170

5Falconer, op. cit., v. 89.
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respect to their tongue, and their appetite, ang everything

1 : . ¢ .
else."™ Bernerd defines the idea by contrasting a deliberate

. > . .
profligate (KEAxgTeS ) with cne having no self-control by
" > ' ) "
saying that theo{KIoaTkS "would like to do what is right
but finds temptation too strong for him. He is weak and
easily led."3
> _

The fierce onee - VWKkeVvo( -~ those characterized

by savagery. This is used just once in the Vew Testament,

> 4 8
Without love for the good —u¢ llu_ 0o - are

those whe have no regard for virtue or for others who are
good and are the opposite of those whom Paul calls "lovere
f @ . .
of good“-?()w( yaBo, as he uses the term in Titus i. 8.
Perhaps a gocd way of thinking about these persons is to
class them with those who do not pay attention to "whatsoever
things are true, . . honorable, . . just, . . pure, . .
lovely, . . and of good report," as Paul exhorts the Philip-
pians to "think on these thing,s.“?’
/ . .

Traitors ‘TFPoSoTolL - are those who are treacheroug
in their dealings with their fellowmen. The word is used of
Judags Iscariot and has the idea of delivering up to the en-

eny.

Headstrong —Teo’rriﬂ'z?s - are such "in pureuit of

a2 bad end under the influence of p:aussicm,“‘l The word is

1White, op. cit., p. 170.

’?’Bernard., Pagstoral Epistles, p. 130. “Phil. ii. 8

4Vince-nt, op., cit., p. 31ll.



94

used in the LXX in the sense of fooligh, as in Prov. x. 14;
also of one who opens his lips to speak thoughlessly, Prov.
xLide G
The besctted ones (or clouded with pride, from vetTu-
’
cpwt.l-iv o

selves, arising from the confusing effect of self-conceit -
3

(¢4]
w

p—

are people who have a bewildered view of them-

80 Bernard explains it in hie comment on 1 Tim. iii. 8.

¥ ; s ;
| 0?03 means smoke or vapour, then conceit or vanity.
Puffed up with haughtinegs or pride is an old but good des-
cription of one who is besotted, or beclouded, or rendered

stupid through conceit ,2

Lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God- cPub( Bov-
oc )L&A)\ov ’,: ¢‘):©g o( — are people who have no difficulty
and usually no hesitation in showing where their first love
is. Perhaps it is correct to say that lovers of pleasure
are basgically lovers of self. They in turn are not lovers of
God as God wants them to love him. His position in their af-
fections is clearly indicated in the first and great command-
ment o

Having a form of godlinegs, btut denving its power —
aﬂ’!/you-ris ,w'/quw zga:(ﬁs:«'us Twy oY) fJuoth u?rn':s :fw\[c,;_vo(m
are people who do not possess the real essence or inward na-

4
ture of godliness. M6€¢w¢||/ comes from ]Ao()CPk » which

1Bernard, Pastoral Epistles, p.
4 > &k

2Thayer, Ops clt., pe B833.

SMatt. xxii. 37-8.
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) ) N
ie the opposite of c?(\\ . » which in turn refers to the

form or bearing of a thing. They who have the form
godlinecs are "they of whom 8t. Paul is speaking (who)
a. purely theoretical, academic apprehension of practi-

5 2
cal Christianity (LUTZ Pgeon , see 1

Tim. 11.3), but a
positive digbelief in the Gospel as a regenerating force."

They will have the outward appearance but not the real thing.
A peculiar trait of the religionists of the last

days is their ability to appeal toc women to build up their

following. Being exceedingly zealous for thelr faith, and

in all casges where they do not love the Lord Jesus Christ,

being extremely eager to cultivate the good will of the

wealthy, they insinuate themselves into, or creep into houses,
¢ > Vd S N\ > ' .h N -‘ - » + - a )
oc zv%UVOVT'ES stS Tos ookS. The rule of their pro-

cedure is not to let anything stand in their way. Then they
make these silly women captive; the diminutive form is used~

*/UV'MKO(P{M — =and thus the contempt is expressed for these
followers. So, once these wicked men gain a hearing, they
lead the women captive; they make them their dupes. The wo-
wen, being heavily laden with a sense of their sins, and not

willing to accept the truth of the gospel, readily yield

themselves to one or another leader whe offers relief from
their troubles. Jerome pointed out the help which women

glve to wicked men in their religious endeavors:

Simon Magus founded his heresy aided by the help of the

lymite, op. cit., p. 171.
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strumpet Helena; Nicolaus Antiochenus, founder of all
impuritieg, led a feminine bevy; Marcion alsc sent a
woman ahead for greater excess; Appelles had Philomone
ag 2 companion; Montanus corrupted Prisca and Maximilla
at first with gold, then polluted them with heresy; Arius,
wnen he deceived the world, first deceived the sister of
the ruler; Donatue was aided by the rescurces of Lucilla;
Llind Agape led blind Elpidius; Priscillianus was jolned
by Galla.
What Jerovme could predicate of his day could be repeated
down through the ages. The twentieth century is full-of
the same sort of thing. Religions of varying descriptions
are making great strides in gaining adherents throughout the
world. In our own country we have no lack of new faiths
(which are basicelly old faiths in new forms). For example,
in the nineteenth century, Mary Baker Eddy began Christian
Science; the Fox sisters started the Spiritist movement; and
a number of cults are popular in our nation todey which have
% 2 : :
had strong support by women. Paul's description of Eve as
having been deceived or beguiled, while the man was not de-
Ceived (1 Tim. ii. 14) points in the same direction. There
Beems to be gomething in the nature of womankind which is
absent - at least relatively absent - in the nature of man,
which makes them a ready prey to these false religious lead-

ers and which enables them to surrender body and soul %o the

" 2 A
various kinds of paganism. They are led (o()lo lu.eVd\ ) by

lquoted by Lenski, op. cit., pp. 836-7.

8For the rise of modern cults, c¢f. C. W. Ferguson,
The Confusion of Tongues, A BReview of Modern Isms (Garden
City, New York: Doubleday, Doran & Co., Inc., 1928). Fer-
guson takes in 80 chapters, 12 of them on definite religions.
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various kinds of passions or lusts, "including not only
the desires of the flesh, but the wandering and undisciplined
movement s of the spirit."l

The women are described as overladen, as led on by
various kinds of passions, as ever learning but never able
to come unto a knowledge of the truth. They have a vora-
cious hunger for the fascinating, the ear-tickling sort of
teaching which will please their vanities. The mysterious,
the occult, the spirit world, the future, other similar sub-
jects engage their thought continually. But because they
have impure motivees (so Vincent), and because they look to
false teachers, the time comes when they cannot think or

accept the truth, even when it ig presented to them in sim-

(2]

ple form. God gives them over to believe the lie. Examples
of this sort of thing are seen in the people (men as well as
women) who are taught that there is no sin, and therefore no
need of a Saviour, nor of repentance, nor of conversion.
"Error," "mistake," "mis judgment," - these are the views they
have of sin. They keep thinking along those lines, and at
last are fully convinced that there is no sin. They learn
and learn. Yet, in a very real sense they never learn. Nor
will they learn until they appear before their Maker to give
account of their deeds and stewardship.

The wicked men referred to are compared with Jannes

2
and Jawbree.” Nothing of a definite sort has been discovered

lBernard, Pastoral Epistles, p. 132. ©8 Tim. 1ii. 8.
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to determine with certainty how Paul knew these names. Per-
haps he found them in some book now lost. It may have been
oral tradition which supplied the information. At any rate,
they are regarded as the chief magicians who resisted Moses
in the court of Pharach. Their crime was very great because
they withstood the truth which Moses, the servant of Ged,
proclaimed; they helped to harden Pharaoh's heart. And the
false religious leaders of the last days likewise help to
harden "the hearts of their perverts against the blessed sav-
ing truth."* They are corrupted as to their minds, yet in
the last analysis they can make no progress, since thelr true
nature will be revealed in time. "Their folly shall be fully
manifest,"a sc Paul phrases it. Jannes and Jambrea_could de~
ceive for a time. At the end they were disdovered a8 impos-
tere. Even though the magic arts fascinated the king and
other members of the court, they found out %to thelr sorrow

) o /
that these.leaders were basically ocESo vc(p.o( - & word

with "an active force, of no judgment, void of judgment ." 3
Since they resisted the truth, they Were reprobate. Their
later succegsors would be of the same stripe.

Thus we have a picture of the last days - perilous,
with btad people of every description, an abundance of reli-
gion which in the sight of God will be most reprehensible,

with evil men waxing worse and worse. 4 Taken by itself, the

lienski, op. cit., p. 838. 23 Tim. iii. 9.
“White, op. oit., p. 172. *3 Tim. iii. 13.
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view of the future which Paul gives here is not pleasant.
But for the people of God, the scene holds no terrors, for
we are more than conguerors through him that loved ue.*
III. Questions Concerning the Last Days

l. Was Paul living in the last days?

A great deal of discussion has been carried on con-
cérning Paul's attitude toward his own relationship to the
end of the world. Many scholares have maintained that Paul
definitely velieved that the second coming of Christ was so
near that he himneelf was most likely to witness the revela-
tion of the Son of God during his lifetime. There are a lim-
ited number of passagee to which one might appeal in support
of thie view., Schweitzer states very simply, "From his first
letter to hig last Paul's thought ie always uniformly domin-
ated by the expectation of the immediate return of Jesus, of
the Judgment, and the Messianic glory."® It cannot be denied
that the glorioﬁs hope of Chrisgt's return molded the thought
of Paul 4o a considerable degree. Even hig section on mar-
Tiages seems to allude to the brief span of time remaining,
for he saye, "The time is shortened, that henceforth both
those that have wives may be as though they had none; and

those that weep, as though they wept not, . . . . for the fagh-

lRom. viii. 37.

zAlbert Schweitzer, The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle,

trags. William Montgomery (New York: Henry Holt and Co.,1931)
p. 52,

31 Cor. vii,
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ion of thie world passeth away."l In another place he

says, "The Lord is at han

o ML W

unthankful people if there were none of that kind present.
They were. Their errors were already creeping into Chris-
tian circlee. To the Ephesian elders he sald that grievous
wolves would enter inte the church, that men speaking per-
verse things would sesk to gain a following. Surely Paul
vas aware of the religious conditions of his time. He knew
full well of that eavironment in which certain women would
learn and learn and yet never come to a knowledge of the
truth.? WFrom such turn away." "The injunction shews that
these ooriuptions of the Cospel were not merely contemplateq
a8 about tu arise in the future, but as already a present dan-
ger. This is clearly brought cut by the next clause B
. / 3 [1§5)

TOUTWV Yo SV KN -

When we further call to mind Paul's treatment of th
apostasy as found in 2 Thessalonians, especially the fact

that the mystery of inicquity was already working, we see at

once that the whole eschatolcgical complex of events wae shap-
ing up for the grand finale even then.

The correct answer then to the question, Wae Paul

1 3

1 Cor. vii. 29-31. Phil. v. 4. 93 Tim. iii. 5.

4 . i T o 5 y g
8 Tim. 1ii. 7. “Bernard, Pastoral Epistles,
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will Ceceive and be deceived. But in the very last days,
all thege developments wvill be carried to the n-th degree,
80 to speak.

I we understand the great Apostle to the Gentiles,

we would eay that the answer to the second question is like=-

wise yes,

1V. The COpristian Minister and the Last Days

Since Paul had no mere intellectusal interesf in the
truth which he taught, he frequently related his doctrines
to daily life. It made all the difference in the world to
him not merely that a man believed, but how he believed and
also What he believed. To the Thessalonians he said that
those who received not the love of the truth would be sub-
Ject to a working of error,1 with the result that they woulgd
believe the 1lie and ultimately be judged (or condemned) for
not believing the truth. Thus, the truth (more particularly,
the truth ag it is in Jesus) wae 21l important.

In the light of the foregoing, we need not be sur-
prised to find in the eschatological sections many intima-
tions ag to the bearing of dctrine upon life. He wanted
people to live in certain ways because they believed certain
things. And so, Timothy can readily understand his relation-
ship to the Christian church in the light of eschatological

doctrine of the Christian kind. "If thou put the brethren

12 thess. 1i. 10, 11.
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Say.
Now Paul wanted Timothy to think correctly but also

t ; ; . ; !
C live in accordance with his profeseion of faith in Chrigt

T
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7
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each the subject once and drop it.

CCnnection), not merely te
Timothy was to be nourished in the words of the faith -

v

C " 5
U0t "the words in which faith expregses _itself" ae Bernard

-3 " - "
®Xplaing the Authorized Version but, as Bernard

13
@
»
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for Timothy.

Ajong with the duty to instruct the Lord's people in
this gubject of apostasy, Paul couples the injunction that
the Chrietian minister should shun old wives' fables. That
means a definite rejection of such stories on his part. The
argument amounts to this: you caunot have sound doctrine
and a wholesome, godly view of life énd redemption and at

-~

the same time hold to false fairy tales. Where there is a

L‘f‘

temptation to give credence to the latter, Paul says, dis-
dain to ve bothered with them. We should note a change of
tense from the future to the present. 1% almost seems as if
Paul would convinee Timothy that & gocd way ta be prepared
for the future deviation from the ttrue faith is to be faith-
ful in avoiding fables which already were running rampant
through the minds of some who lived in his own day. The olg
.wives' talee are "such as old women tell to children, quite
unfit for strong young men who have to be trained to disci-
pline theumselves."™ They are not the same as doctrines of
demons, but have the same kind of effect in weakening one's
faith in sound teaching and one's habit of godly living.
Hence the Pauline admonition: "Exercise thyself unto godli-

negg."®

‘:58

O

1Lenw.L, cp. ¢cit., p.
®Lock, op. cit., pp. 50~1. O1 Tim. iv. 7.

-
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Lenski observes that

Paul's advice is sound psychology. People who are
fanatical in regard to some silly religious matter
desire nothing more thaen to have you argue with them.
To do so is to leave the wrong impression, as though
that matter is worth disc 81oq.'1

2

ds of evil thought (tales and demon

~

Now, while the tw kin
doctrines) are not the same, yet the sound advice applies to
the latter group as well. T¢ permit the mind to dwell on
that which is plainly false is likewise to live under the
impression that untrue tenets are worth discussion. They
are not, except one be de cus of learning to cope the bet-
ter with them and to make manifest the falsity of their con-
tent. 8o, the Christisn minister, any Chrietian minister,
gehould refuse to have anything to do with old wivee' tales
and myths.

The second injunction relating to the Cyristian

minister has been treated under section III. ©&uffice it to
say that Paul's command to Timothy, that he turn away from

lovers of gelf, and the like, presupposes that Timothy would

carefully try the spirits, whether they were of God.® The
scriptural demands for purity of doctrine and faithful ex-
amination of people's views sound strange to the modern ear.
It seems as if the prevalling attitude of many people is

that if =z person has the name of God or of Christ on his lips,

using the name reverently, he must suwely be all right. Yet

Paul would have the followers of COwrist know who it is that

lLenexi, op. cit., p. 640. 21 John iv. 2.
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r

has only the forxm of godliness, while at the same time deny-

ing the power thereof. COChristians should likewise be dili-

a

A

ent to turn awsy from that type of people. "From such turn

e

away." "COome out from among them and be separate."t Sepg-

ration ig the path of blessing.

CONCLUSION

T™hwe picture of the last days is no bright picture.
Yet with it 211 it is not the unpleasant features which the
Christian need stress the mos%; instead he can emphasize the
sovereign power of the €aviour in his own thinking and be
ever assured that all authority in heaven and upon earth hag
already been given intc the hands of Christ,2 and that the
Son of God has already overcome the world.3 Nothing, not
even the dangerous periods of the last days, shall be able
to separate the Christian from the love of God which isg in

Christ Jegug his Lord.4

12 Car. vi. 17. ®Matt. xii. 27; xxviii. 28.

SJohn xvi. 33. “Rom. viii. 38, 39.



CHAPTER IV
THE RESURRECTION ACCORDING TO PAUL

"Resurrection and Judgment are the two correlated

acts of the final consummation of things," says Vos, in in-

troducing the subject of "The Judgment." And he continues:
They are like twin woes in the travail by which the age
to come is brought to birth. But they are not clearly
separated even at their eschatological emergence. 1In
the resurrection there is already wrapped up a judging
procegs, at least for believers: The raising act in
their case, together with the attending change, plainly
involves a pronouncement of vindication.

It is with the resurrection of the dead that we
must desl in this chapter. One consideration regarding it
that is fregquently brought to the fore is its vposition in
the total picture of eschatological developments. We have
previougly cited the three most commonly held systems of

3 "
doctrine dealing with the subject. Here it should simply
be repeated that what order of events one accepts is denen-
dent upon the system he adoots. In this chapter we hold to
the order suggested by S+evens, a very simple system, vet

definitely Biblical in the best sense of the term.

Wileon has given a much more detailed plan which

lvoe, op. cit., ». 281.

Bgee p. 33.
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agrees with the Stevens arrangement. Stevens says that "the

order of events evidently is, - the advent, the resurrection,

the judgment."l Wilson says:

The following seems to be the most likely sequence
of events: the sudden return of the Lord Jesus Christ;
a2 destructive fire; everything exvosed in an all-pene-
trating light; the complete and final destruction of
all resistance to God; the dead awake in response to
the trumnet-call; the faithful dead who are still in
the grave undergo a complete change and rise; Christ
appears as Judge; the wicked, alike those still alive
2t the Parousia and those long dead, are tried and con-
demned; the wicked angels are at the same time condemn-
ed; the saints of God go with Christ to live and reign
with Him through eternal years.

A different scheme of events is given by Morgan:

« + . . we submit the following programme as perhaps
open to fewest objections: The Messianic birthpangs;

the Parousia and the Messianic war; the resurrection

of believers who have died and the transformation of
those remaining alive; the millenial reign and the fi-
nal dastruction of the demonic powers; the general re-
surrection and the Judgment; the destruction of the wick-
ed and the coming of the eternal Kingdom.3

The third of these plans is commonly held by Pre-

millenarians. We reject that view, for it seems as though

one must stretch the truth beyond the breaking point to make
1t fit into the simple predictions of tne New Testament par-

ticularly, Morgan appeals to the brief passage of Revelation%

1Stevens, Op. cit., p. 350.

—— e e e,

Thomas Wilson, St. Paul and Paganism (Edinburgh:
T. & T. Clark, 1927), p. 185, note 2.

3w, Morgan, The Religion and Theologv of Paul (Edin-
burgh: T. & T. Clark, 1917), p. 229.

Rev. xx. 1-8.
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Where reference to the millenium is made to
The

light up obscure tracks in the Apostle's schenme.
he (Paul) nowhere mentions by

milienial reign . . . .
N2me, nowhere indeed makes any quite unambiguous refer-
€nce to it. But that it forms »mart of his program

& study of 1 Cor. xv. 22-28, in the light of the nag-
sage from the book of Rerlation, will make in the
highest degree probable."

Much theological argument has been engaged in over
thig Very question of the millenium. We disagree with Vor-
880 and believe that Paul nowhere evidences any trace of

& tenet which calls for the resurrection of the good before

the millenium and the resurrection of the evil at the end
of i, Snowden, in his discussion of the coming of the Lorg,
8€ts forth the view that at Christ's return "the general

Tesurrection and judgment that mark the end of the worlg"

¥1ll take place.? He shows that

This fact in Scripture teaching would never have been

doubted and no other thecry would ever have been dream-
ed of if it were not for one_highly symbolical passage

of Scripture (Rev. 20: 4-8).°

statement of the Premillenarian theory is

- +« « o that the righteous dead will be raised up at the
Coming of Christ to inaugurate the millennial kingdom
and that a thousand years afterward the wicked dead will
be raised up and judged, and thus there are to be two
resurrections a thousand years and more apart. (under-

scoring ours) .4
A bit further on he maintains that Paul "knows only one

\‘
1Morgan, ¢ps. cit., p. @35,
" 27. H. Snowden, The Coming of the Lord: Will it be
Zremillenial? (New York: The Yacmillan Compnany, 1921), p.143.

3Ibid., p. 143. “4Ibid., p. 144.
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general resurrection and judgment, which is in immediate
connection with the eternal state."l

The guestion of the resurrection, no matter how con-

ceived, is involved most intimately with the doctrine of the

judgment, esvecially as it zpplied to the unredeemed. While
Paul did clearly set forth a belief in a general resurrec-
tion, yet we recognize at once that there is no clear in-

stance of his mentioning the resurrection of the wicked, ex-

. . s o B
cent in his defense before Governcr Felix,” a passage we

have already discussed. Charles represents a number of
scholargs when he flatly denies that the wicked dead will
rise again. He expresses it in this fashion:

Indeed, as we shall discover later, there could be
no regurrection of the wicked according to 8t. Paul's
views. Hence we cannot regard the statement attributeg
to 8t. Paul in Acte xxiv. 15, that 'there shall be a
resurrection both of the just and of the unjust,' as
an accurate report. To sghare in the resurrection accord-
ing to the all but universal teaching of the New Testa-

ment, ig the privilege only of those who are spir%tually
one with Christ and quickened by the Holy Spnirit.

It is swprising indeed to find that so many writers
who deal with the teachings of Paul maintain that the great

Apostle left the wicked dead out of the picture in his es-

chatological utterances. This discovery is the sort of thing

which becomes appnarent when one has taken certain interpreta-

11bid., p. 145. Bacts xxiv. 15.

3Charles, p. 444, note 1. But cf. R. H. Charles,
A Oritical History of the Doctrine of a Future Life in

Israel, in Judaism, and in Cnristianity (London: Adam and
Charles Black, 1913), p. 444.
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tions of the Bible for granted, only to find on closer study

that the traditicnal views do not give the proper slant to

the truth as it actually is in the Bible.

Going 2long in the same general vein with Charles are

such men as Stevens, Garvie, Wilson and others. Garvie puts
it this wav:

That God should restore to fuller vitality in the resur-
rection the wicked only that they might suffer the penal-
ty of sin, is for Christian love an intolerable thought .
If Paul did affirm the resurrection of the wicked for
Judgment, we need not follow him in this opinion; for

it is not bound up with the hone our faith in Chrlst

inspires, % lays a burden on Christian love grievous
to be borne.

Wilson casts doubt on the reliability of the Acts ac-

count of Paul's positing a resurrection of the wicked.
5378

He
"If we accept the evidence of Acts as giving words ac-

tually spoken by St. Paul, he clearly affirms 'a resurrection

Poth of the just and the unjust.'?

Stevens is similarly iwmnressed:

If we could assume with confidence that the report of
Paul's speech before Felix accuratoly reproduces his
language in detail, the apostle's belief in fa resur-
rection both of the just and of the unjust' would be
securely established; but in view of the silence of
his epistles this assunntion becomes a precarious one.

3
Robertson refers to Gardner, but also presents a
1a. E. Garvie, Studieg of Paul and His Gospel (New

York: Hodder and Stoughton, 1911), p. 234.

Wilson, op. cit., p. 219.

3Stevens, op. cit., p. 357, note.l.
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trenchant criticism of Gardner's position:

Gardner thinks that Luke here misrepresents Paul who
held to no resurrection save for those *in Christ,!

a mistaken interpretation of Paul in my opinion. The
Talmud teaches the resurrection of Israelites only,

but Paul wae more than a Pharisee (underscoring ours) .+

Not 211 scholars hold to such an interpretation as

the majority of the previous writers champion. Salmond gives

it as his judgment that Paul's eschatology reaches its climax

in the resurrection doctrine, which is both consistent andg

lofty. He adds:

It does not 1limit itself to a resurrection of the just,
but has its nlace also for that of the unjust. Neither
does it regard the resurrection of the just =2nd that of
the unjust as two successive acts, separated by a millen-
ial period, the passage (1 Cor. xv. 20-38) chiefly ze-
lied on for that being insufficient to sustain it."

Dewick is uncertazin about the matter, but apnears to

lean to the view that the wicked dead will be revived.

Here
are his words:

Whether St. Paul believed in a

eneral resurrection
of all men seems doubtful; some passages (

8.+ Ro 8:111)
suggest that the resurrection is conditional upon the

possession of the Spirit of Christ; but since he taught
that the judgment is to be universal, we may perhaps in-

fer that _the scope of the resurrection will be co-ex-
tensive.d

The resurrection of the righteous appears to be a

most acceptable doctrine to all scholars, acceptable in the

lRobertson, ov. cit., Vol. ITI, p. 418.

%g. . F. Salmond, "Eschatology," HDB, Vol. I,
P 756,

k. o, Dewick, "Eschatology," Dictionary of the
Apostolic Church, ed. James Hastings, (2 vole.; New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1918), Vol. I, p. 383.
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sense that they quite uniformly hold that the New Testament

cleaily teaches the doctrine. Of course, Paul presents the

matter from a number of dif ferent angles. In 1 Corinthians

xv. he has given the classic argument for the resurrection

of the dead. We cannot examine the passage in detail, but

would juet point out that he bases the doctrine on Chrigt's

coming out of the grave. In the paraphrase of Robertson

and Plummer, it may be put like this:

If Christ has not been raised, then our proc}amatiog
of the Cognel is empty verbiage, and your fatth Tait
is empty credulity. And, what ie more, we are found
guilty of misrepresenting God, because we have renre-
sented Him as having raised the Christ, whereas He did

nothing of the kind, if as a matter of fact dead veople
are never raised.

Moreover, there is definite order among the revived

holy ones of God. In verse 33 we read: "But each in his

own rank: Christ as firstfruits; then those who are Christ's

at his coming."® The word "firstfruits" "implies difference

in agreement, distinction in order along with unity in nature
and determining principle."® The two orders, or ranks, of

the resurrection host are "the Captain. . . . in His solitary

glory; and the rest of the army now sleening, to rise at His

trumpet's sound. . . . ."* In our opinion Findlay adds a

further thought worthy of mention; that "there is nothing to

exclude O, T. gaints. .

. nor even the righteous heathen

Robertson and Plummer, op. cit., n. 344.

31 Cor. xv. 23. 3Find1ay, 1 Corinthians, n. 92A8.

41vid., p. 926.
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(Acts x. 35, Matt. xxv. 33, 34, John x. 18), from the

of 'those who are Ohrist's.'“l

If one had access only to Meyer's Commentary at

this point, he might be inclined to agree with that great
scholar on the following phrase: "Then comes the end."? He
presents an explanation of "the end" in this way:

Then shall the end be, namely, as is clear from the
whole context, the end of the resurrection. . . . . Ac~-
cording to Paul, therefore, the order of the resurrection
is this: (1) it has begun already with Chrigt Himself;
(2) at Christ's return to establish His kingdom the
Christians shall be raised up; (3) thereafter - how soon,
however, or how long after the Parousia, is not said -
sets in the last act of the resurrection, its close,
which, as is now self-evident after what has gone be-
fore, apolies to the non-Christisns. « « « » Paul has
thus conjoined the doctrine of Judaism regarding a two-
fold resurrection . . . . with The Opristian fgith, in
accordance with the example of Christ Himself.

But Moffatt singles out two possibilities on the true
meaning of the end. The first usage of the phrase would be
adverbial, giving this sense, "Then, finally, when he hands
over his royal power to God the Father, . . . . Death is put
down as the last enemy."4 The second alternative brings in
the idea of universal restoration of mankind, thus:

Does it mean ‘the rest' or ‘the remnant' of mankind, re-
deemed from the powers of death and evil and made alive
in Christ, so that all men are finally alive in him to
God as once they were all brought under death and sepa-
rated from God by having Adam asg their ancestor? The
attraction of this view is twofold: it supplies a third
division (two classes of mankind after Christ) instead
of merely two (Christ and his saints), and it provides &

1 2

Ivid., D+ 887 1 Cor. xv. 34.

3Meyer, Ops Citss Do

4Moffatt, 1 Corinthians, p. 247.
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arisen from the dead. Here and there, of course, were
people like Hymenaeus and Philetus,l who had a definite-
1y erroneous concept of the resurrection. Nevertheless,
the early Christians thought of their religious faith as
embracing one vho rose the third day according to the
sCriptures.z So long as the believers could be certain of
Jesus!' resurrection, so long could they be assured of their
own.

A first-hand impressi on of the thrust of Rom. viii.
11 would lead one to suppose that Paul was speaking of the

rising from the dead of the body. ©So Denney explains the

vergse: "The indwelling spirit is that of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead, and as such it is the guarantee that
our mortal bodies also (as well as our spirits) shall share
in immortality."® His exposition appears most Teasonable.
But Parry gives gquite a different meaning to the
verse. He holds that "the reference is not to the final
resurrection, but to the present spiritual guickening of the
whole man, the foretaste of that. The future is used, be-
cause a condition has to be fulfilled by man,1f:§"r\3 M4

A little later he says: "the future resurrection is not

referred to; but it is of course implied as a consequence

1z Pim. ii. 17-8. 21 Cor. xv. 4.

3James Denney, St. Paul's FEpistle to the Romans, Vol.
II of The Expositor's Greek Testament, ed. W.R. Nicoll (5
vols.; Grand Rapids, Mich., Wm. B, Eerdmans Publ.Co., n.d.)
. B47.

4R. 8%t John Parry, The Episgtle of Paul the Apostle to
Romans, Cambridge Greek Testament for Schools and Colleges,
ed. R. 8t John Parry (Cambridge: University Press, 1921)p.113.




118

of the whole relation thus described between God and man."!
Again, ". . . . viii. 1-11 argues that if God had power and
will to raise Jesue from the dead, He must have power and

will to raise us in and through His Son from the death of

gin (underscoring ours) "2

Perhaps Parry's exvlanation of the verse was sug-
gested to him by de Wette as Meyer quotes him:
'This death-overcoming Spirit of God shall destroy
more and more the principle of sin and death in your
bodies, and ingtead of it introduce the principle of
the 1life-bringing Spirit into your whole personality,

even into the body itself,' - a thought which opens

up the prospect of the future resurrection or change
of the body.®

Of the two views given above, each of which guaran-
tees the resurrection of the body, so far as we are able %0
comprehend it, the present writer would favor the first in-

terpretation, for Paul ie speaking about mortal bodies, not

mortal souls, at this point. Yet, "the 1ink which connects

the believer with Christ, and makes him participate in Christ's
resurrection, is the possession of His Spirit;"4 What Paul

is contending is that if we have the Holy Spirit dwelling

in our hearts here, we shall surely rise again at the last

day, or be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eve.®

Ibid., p. 113. 8Ibid_., Ps 118,

34. A. W. Meyer, Critical and Exegetical Hand-Book
to the Epistle to the Romans, trans. J. C. Yoore and E. John-

son (lew Vork: Funk and Wagnalls, Publishers, 1889), 312.

4Sanday and Headlam, ov.cit.,p. 198.

%1 cor. xv. 51-53.
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A final word on the change of the body at the end of
time. To the Philippians Paul wrote: "who (Christ) will
transform the body that belongs to our low estate till it re-
sembles the body of his Glory, by the same power thzt enables
him to make everything subject to himgelf."l The question
of how a human body that has decayed and disintegrated into
dust, or perhaps disappeared as in the case of people who have
drovned has ever been a source of wonder to men. It just
does not seem possible to many that once our life is snuffed
out and the body deteriorates we can ever be a whole person-
ality again (that is, with bodv reunited to the soul).

For the Christian that is no problem. He readily
concedes that he does not understand the teaching of the Bi-
ble about the resurrection any more than does an unbeliever.
But he knows just as well that the unbeliever cannot explain
what is visible to the human eye, namely the human body as
1t is constituted at present. In other words, there is mys-
tery on every hand, even in regard to the things of life
which we all take for granted.

Paul plainly taught that Christ would remake or re-
fashion our bodies, so as to make it conform to the new type
if life it will have in the resurrection. What we have now
is a body of humiliation - not a body to be despised as the
Stoics did, for our bodies have been entrusted to us by our

Creator; but nevertheless a body

lPnil. iii. 31, Yoffatt Translation.
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in which our mortal state of humiliation is clothed

«+ « « . with a subordinate reference to its weakness,
its subjection to vanity, corruntion, and death, -
its sufferings, and the hindrances which it offers to
Christian striving and spiritual attainment.l

Paul also taught that the resurrection body would

be the result of Christ's working in the believer. The word

B

for power—av&(pyi(&~"is used only of superhuman power in

the New Testament."® Michael points out that
the transforming of the believer's body will be in keevn-
ing with his (Christ's) mighty power. There is a sug-
gestion in the clause that Great power will be needed
to effect the transformation; but the task will not be
beyond the Saviour's power. Calvin remarks ?hat the
object of the clause is to remove every possible doubt.3

,

There is a nice use of Wl U here which marks the
measure of the power in question, for it emphasizes that
Christ is able "not only to transform the body but also to
subject all things to himgelf."4 It is the also which makes
our Saviour glorious, which points to his ability to make
our new bodies conform to the body of his glory, which as-
sures the child of God that for him the resurrection of the
dead will be a time of joyful union with him who has gone to
prepare a place for his own,® that they might be with him

forever.

1Vincént, Philippians, pv. 120.

®Michael, op. cit., p. 186. BIbid., p. 185.

4Vincent, Philippians, p. 122. S5John xiv. 3.




CHAPTER V

THE JUDGMENT ACCORDING TO PAUL

The last subject which engages our attention in this

dissertation is one of the "twin-woes in the travail by
which the age to come is brought to birth," but which "is

not cleanly separated" from ite twin "even at their eschat-
ological emergenoe.“1 The former "twin" in this case is

the final judgment; the latter, the resurrection of the dead,

The doctrine of the last judgment has been accepted
in a number of ways, of which some have béen poles apart.
In the writings of Paul it may be plainly seen, we think,
that the Apostle to the Gentiles believed in a future event
to come at the end of time, when all men would appear be-
fore the Judge of the living and the dead, there to receive
a just treatment for the things done in the body, whether
good or bad.8 In other words, when our life is over in its
present condition, it is not yet complete.

More is coming:

it consists, at least in part, in the final disposition of
our record of life.

In the words of Denney - and they are
wise words - the truth is that "in this world, we have not

s 3
seen the last of anything."™ Although untold numbers through-

out the ages have lived according to that easy-going philo-
1y . 3
o8, op. cit., p. 261.

8 Cor. v. 10.
3
James Denney, The Second Epistle to the Corinthisans,
The Expositor's Bible, ed. W.

Robertson Nicoll (25 vols.: New |
York: Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1200), p. 185. ’
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sophy of 1life which says, "A man has no better thing under
the sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be joyfuinl ( some
would add, "for tomorrow we die"), yet there gtiii lingers
in the humen heart the feeling "That for all these things

ne

God will bring thee into judgment. The families of human-

ity in countless ways have manifested this latter convic-
tion, as may be seen in the varied funeral rites, in the
different religious customs, in the prevalence of the gub-
ject in the literatures of the races.
It is Morgan's contention that

the peseimiem and dualism of the apocalyptic world-view

(of the 0ld Testament era) . . . . its conception of a

resurrection from the dead and a Final Judgment, can

be accougted for only on the hypothesis of Pergian in-
fluence,

although he is also willing to grant that "belief in a re-
surrection of the dead and a universal judgment forms a
landmark in the history of Hebrew religion."3

Now, we would say that if by "Hebrew religion" is
meant the faith expressed in the 0ld Testament writings,
then the landmark would be due to God's revealing his truth
to his several prophets; if it means the faith which the
Jews as a class had, then Mprgan may be right. In the case
of Paul, who insisted that every scripture is God—-breathed,4

who also enjoyed a privilege experienced by so few in Chris—

lEccl. viii. 15, ARV. 2Eccl. xi. 9, ARV.

Sy. Morgan, "Judgment, Damnation," HDB, Vol. I, p. ©63.

43 Tim. 1ii. 18.
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tian history, the privilege of receiving by revelation the
truth of Cnhrist,! we feel not only that he did derive much
of his religious faith (which includes the judgment) from
the Old Testament era, but also that his étrict Jewish
training wase basically influenced by his realization that
what God had made known to Mpses, David, and other 0Old Tes-
tament writers found its fulfilment in the work of redemp-
tion as seen in God's Son, who died, was buried, and rose
again the third day to purchase redemption for his people.z

In this chapter we shall consider the judgment from
the viewpoint of the administrators of the judgment, the

gubjects of the judgment, and the character of the judgment.

I. The Administrators of the Judgment .

Js ¥ Cod
As clear an instance of the truth that God will be

judge is this: "For we must all stand before the judgment
seat of God."® With this we may cite the following: "And
reckonest thou this, . . . . that thou shalt escape the
Judgment of God?"% In his letter to the Romans Paul is
particularly incisive in his analysis of man'e responsibility
to God. With masterful development of thought he lays down
the great 01d Testament truth that "there is none righteous,

no, not one."® Men have sinned. They must be judged. They

1
‘Gal. i. 11-123. 21 Cor. xv. 3-4.
3Rom. xiv. 10, ARV, 4Rom. ii. 3, ARV; cf. vv.4-5,

SRom. iii. 10; cf. Ps. xiv. 1-3.
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had offended a righteous God. He may have been thinking
of the Preacher in his sweeping and universal conclusion
to his strange book: "God will bring every work into judg-
ment, with every hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evii."1 At any rate, Paul understood the point of the
Preacher's contention, for he speake of God's righteous judg-
ment, of God's judgment seat, of our giving account to God,
and the 1ike.2
In Romans X. the various texts differ in the reading
of the last phrase. Some manuscripts have "judgment seat
of Onrist." Sanday ventures a good suggestion in favor of
the reading "of God." He says:
God is here mentioned as Judge because (see ii. 158) he
judges the world through Christ. . . . . It is quite im-
possible to follow Liddon in taking®seT of Christ in

his Divine nature; that would be contrary to all Paul-
ine usage. But it is impoytant_to notjce how easily

8t. Paul passes fromX(om"rvs to @ees .,

Lenski presents much the same thought from a dif-

ferent angle:

The correct reading is 'the judgment-seat of God,'
changed by a few texts to 'of Christ' (A. V.), need-
lessly, for the constant teaching of the Scripture is
that God shal& execute the judgment through Christ
(John 5, 22).

2. Christ

In his second letter to the Corinthians Paul wrote:

"For we must all be made manifest before the judgment seat

1
Ececl. xii. 14, ARV. 2Rom. 1. &3 Z2ivw. 10, 18.

3Sanday, op. ¢it., p. 389.

4R. C. H. Lenski, The Interpretation of St. Paul's

Epistle to the Romans (Columbus, Ohio: Lutheran Book Concern,
1938), p. 832.
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of Cprist, that each one may receive the things which he
has done through his body, whether good or bad.“1

The picture here is of Christ in authority, for he
will be sitting, while men will stand. "In the N. T. (see

reff.) (SQtnd igs always used (except in the quotation Acts.

vii. 5) of the official seat of a judge."2
To speak of the judgment seat of God and of the

judgment seat of Christ in these passages as though both
the Father and Son were occupying the same seat at once
seeme to make Paul contradict himself. For obviously, no
matter how we conceive of God, yet ordinarily we do not
think of the first and second Persons of the Trinity as oc-
cupying in a visible manner the same place at the same time.
An excellent way to resolve the difficulty is given Dy Den-

ney in his exposition of Rom. xiv. 10:

In 8 Cor. v. 10 we have —r{,} 6<f“°‘“ ~+0'0 tfw'n:but here
185 By is the correct reading. We cannot suppose that
by 1oV D2eF here Paul means Christ in His Divine nature;
the true way to mediate between the two expressions 18
seen in chap. ii. 16, Acts xvii. 31.

The translation of the AV is defective, in creating
an impression which might be rather harmless or weak. When

it renders "we must all appear" it uses a term that "is not

getrong enough, since it implies only presence at the judg-

13 cor. v. 10.

BJ. H. Bernard, The Second Epigtle to the Corinthians
Vol. III of The Expositor's Greek Testament, ed. W. Robert—
son Nicoll (5 vols.; Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerd-
mans Publishing Company, n. d.), p. 68.

SVincent, Word Studies, III, p. 319,
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ment-geat. The important fact is our being revealed as we

are."l

3. Saints

The weaknesses of the Corinthian Christians in Paul's
day were many and significant. One need only analyze care-
fully what he wrote about in his extant letters to that
group to be convinced of that. One of these shortcomings
pertained to a characteristic peculiar to some Greeks. Dods
informs us that

the Greeks, in general, were fond of going to 1aw. They
were not only quarrelsome but they seemed to derive an
excitement pleasant to their frivolcus nature in the
suspense and uncertainty of cases before the oour?s.

The converts to Christianity seemed not to have discard-
ed this taste, and as a habit of going to law not merely
involved great loss of time, but was also dangerous to
the feeling of brotherhood which should exist among
Christians, 8t. Paul takes Ehe opportunity to throw in
some advice on the subject.

In other words, when the church constituency began
to quarrel among themselves, they resorted to heathen courts
for a settlement of their disputes. In 1 Corinthians vi.
the Apostle asks a number of rhetorical questions: "Or
know ye not that the saints shall judge the world? and if
the world is judged by you, are ve unworthy to judge the
smallest matters? Xnow ye not that we shall judge angels?"3
The passage is "one of those broad widely-suggestive state-

ments with which St. Paul from time to time surprises us,

lyincent, Word Siudies, III, p. 319.

2Marcus Dods, The First Epistle to the Corinthians,
The Expositor's Bible, ed. W. Robertson Nicoll (25 vols.;
New York: A. C. Armstrong and Son, 1903), p. 131,

31 Cor. vi. 2-3, ARV.
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making them casually, as if he had many more equally as-
tounding facts in his kn wledge which he might also reveal
if he had 1eisure.“1

In bold relief Paul sketches the flaw in the conduct
cf the Christians towards each other. He reminds them "of
a truth they should have known, since it belongs to the na-
ture of 'the kingdom of God . . « and to the glory they

2
lock for at the unveiling of Oprist'. . . ."" Further, "on

the throne of world-judgment Christ will sit (Acts xvii. 31,
Matt. xxv. 31f.), and the saints - sc. after their own ac-

quittal - ag His assessors.“5
The sense of the passage is graphically presented
by Lenski:

What a tremendous act - to judge the world! What
lofty dignity for those to whom such judgment is commit-
ted! Paul always hurls the full power of fact against
wrong thought and wrong action; he overwhelms and never
merely moves a little. And now some foolish church
member in Corinth presumes to think that the saints who
judge the world are 'unworthy' to adjudicate in some
trivial affair betwgen himself and a brother? The very
idea 1is ridiculous.

This thought of judging might well give pause to
any serious individual. For servants of Christ to "have the
responsibility of pronouncing judgment on character, and of
allotting destiny, reward or punishment" may well cause one

to say, "We shrink from such a thoughtJ5 Yet that feeling

-~

2

 Dods, op. cit., p. 133. SFindlay, I Cor., p. 8l4.

31bid., p. 814.

4R. 01 H. Leneki, The Interpretation of St. Paul's
First and Second Epistle to the Corinthians (Lutheran Book
Concern, Columbus, Ohio, 1835), pPp. =240-1.

5Dods, op. cit., p. 133.
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need not be unmixed by another consideration which hag like -

wise been suggested by Dods:

If we, in this present world, submit ourselves to those
who have knowledge of law and ordinary justice, we may
well be content to be judged in the world to come by
those whose holiness has been matured by personal sirife
against evil, by sustained efforts to cleanse their

souls from bias, from envy, from haste, from harshness,
from

a}l that hinders them from seeing and loving the
truth.

IT. The Subjects of the Judgment

1. Christians

As in the case of the resurrection doctrine, so in
the case of the judgment, scholars of varying theologies

are fairly well agreed that the scriptures teach that God's

people will be judged. They point out that Paul, for exam—

ple, speaks of God's people in such passages where he says,

"We shall do this," or "We shall do that.'" This attitude

is reflected in some of the outstanding judgment verses. As

one instance, let us note that when he gives expression to
the judgment of Christians, he says, "we make it our aim,
whether at home or absent, to be well-pleasing unto him,"3

Obviously it cannot be said of the ungodly that he

tries to be well-pleasing unto Christ. That may be predi-

cated of Cphristians. Plummer interprets the opening phrase
by showing that

’
in late Greek, (koﬂ‘;é«iofx&ihloses its definiteness,
and need mean no more %h

an 'strive earnestly': so that
'labour' (A. V.) and 'make it our aim' (R. V.) represent

it fairly well. . . . . This aim of the Apostle is his
legitimate ambition: whatever his personal wishes might

l1vid., p. 133. 22 Cor. v. 9, ARV.
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be, this is a point of honour with him.t
In another work Plummer says: "All Christians, without ex-

. N /7 «n "23
ception, are summed up under TowS MavTalS WRaS. Bernard

likewise pointe out the emphatic character of the use of "“we.

2. The Wicked

In turning our attention to the question of the un-
rebentant einners at the end of the world, we find a num-
ber of writers who either declare that Paul did not teach a
judgment of the wicked or say that we cannot tell from his
writings whether he held to such a judgment. Morgan, for
example, refers to the book of Revelation and its two pic-
tures, the one of the redeemed in heaven, the other of dev-
ils and the condemned in the lake of fire. "Of the second,"
he states, "there is not a single trace in the Pauline Epis-
tles. The wicked simply disappear from the scene, the na-
ture and term of their punishment being left shrouded in
obscurity."® But is it? We think not. A candid reading
of such passages as Rom. ii. and 2 Thess. 1.1n particular
would show that the wicked will be present at the great As-
size. 1In Rom. ii. 1-18, especially verses 3-5 and 18, Paul
.inquires whether he who does things against which God makes
a judgment (cf. verse 2) thinks he can flee from God'e
judgment (verse 3). Why flee? Because all is not well be-

tween the soul and God. Moreover, the self-righteous moral-

1a. Plummer, 2 Corinthians (Cgmbridge), p. 88.

24. Plummer, 2 Corinthians (ICC), p. 154.

3Bernard, 1 Corinthians, p. 67.
4

¥Yorgan, "Judgment, Damnation," ERE, Vol. I, p. 883.
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ist is plainly told what is his due if he continues unre-
pentant. He feels secure, yet is doomed. Let Lenski speak
here:

The irony is crushing. For the whole idea of accumulat-
ing more and more treasure igs suggeeted by the moralis-
tic zealousness of this man, who thinke that the more he
judges others and tries to reform them the more he ie
accumulating a great moral treasure of merit with God,
for which God will let him escape any judgment of wrath

(v. 3). 'Well,' says Paul, 'treasure indeed thou art
aocumulﬁting, piling it up more and more - treasure of
wratht?!

To the Thessaloniane Paul said that they should
rest with himself and others, because in time Cprist would
come with the angels of his power to give a just return to
those who knew not God and to those who obeyed not the gos-
pel of Christ.? Commentators generally designate the first
group as representing Gentiles (who to the Jews were ignor-
ant of the true God) and the second group as pointing to
Jews who did not receive the Savior. But we feel that Find-
lay gives a better exposition in showing that as "Paul taxes
rejecters of Christ indiscriminately in Rom. x. 12-16, and
even Gentiles specifically in Rom. xi. 3013 go here he
makes no artificial distinction between the nations, but
speakes of unbelievers generally.

The end of the unredeemed is "eternal destruction
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his pow-—
er."4 Certainly such a prospect - and terrible it is - does

not suit those whom the Lord calls his own. Therefore, our

1Lenski, Romans, p. 144. 22 Thess. i. 7=-8.

zFindlay, 2 Thegsalonians, p. 148. 42 Thees. i. 9.
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ist is plainly told what is his due if he continues unre-

pentant. He feels secure, yet is doomed. Let Lenski speak

here:
The irony is crushing. For the whole idea of accumulat-
ing more and more treasure is suggested by the moralig-
tic zealousness of this man, who thinke that the more he
Judges others and tries to reform them the more he ig
accumulating a great moral treasure of merit with Gog,
for which God will let him escape any judgment of wrath

(v. 3). 'Well,' says Paul, 'treasure indeed thou art
accumuliting, piling it up more and more - treasure of

wrathl?!

To the Thessaloniane Paul said that they should
rest with himself and others, because in time Christ woulg
come with the angels of his power to give a just return to
those who knew not God and to those who obeyed not the gog-
rel of Christ.z Commentators generally designate the first
group as representing Gentiles (who to the Jews were ignor-
ant of the true God) and the second group as pointing to
Jews who did not receive the Savior. But we feel that Fing-
lay gives a better exposition in showing that as "Paul taxes
rejecters of Christ indiscriminately in Rom. x. 12-16, and
even Gentiles specifically in Rom. xi. 30"® g0 here he
makes no artificial distinction between the nations, but

speakes of unbelievers generally.

The end of the unredeemed is "eternal destruction
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his pow-
er.“4 Certainly such a prospect - and terrible it is - does

not suit those whom the Lord calls his own. Therefore, our

1 3

Lenski, Romans, pn. 144. & Thess. 1. 7-8.

3Findlay, 2 Thessalonians, p. 148. 2 Thess. i. 9.




131

thought is that the wicked are also arraigned before the
bar of him who reads the heart and knows the innermost
thoughts of men. It seems most natural that when Paul told
Timothy that Ohrist would judge the living and the dead,’
that spiritual son would understand all the living and all
those who had died. The distinction there is not a moral
differentiation: no hint is suggested about the good and

the bad as such. The difference is between those who will

be alive when Christ returns and those who have passed on.

ITI. The Character of the Judgment

1. Righteous

On that memorable day in Athens when the Jewish evan-
gelist spoke to the citizens about thelr altar to the Un-
known God, the proud Greeks were amazed to hear a keen think-
er speak about some arresting ideas of life. Among others,
his subjects included a resurrection of the dead - a bodily
resurrection - and a judgment for all men, inasmuch as God
commanded everyone to repent. The judgment would be "in
righteousness," said Paul. Lumby suggests that "it may be
that at this point the Apostle's speech was stopped. Nei-
ther party among the hearers would have any sympathy with
the doctrine of a resurrection and a final judgment.“2 But
whether they listened further or not, Paul told them God's

judgment would be in righteousness, that is, according to

that which is right.

12 Tim. dv. L. zLumby, op. cit., p. 314.



133

The idea conveyed by the Apostle can be expressed
in his phrase in Romans ii. 6, "God . . shall give to each
cne according to his works." What was bad in the lives of
men will receive punishment, what was good will receive re-
ward. Verses 7-10 of the same chapter set forth the two
types of decision made. "The judgment will correspond to
the man's real character as shown by the works he produces,
not as merits that earn but as evidence of character."t
Moreover, "the principle underlies the judgment for Jew and
Gentile. . . . . Men are judged according to their works,
whether they have or have not had such a epecial revelation

«y
of the Divine will as wae given to Israel."®

We do not pronose to deal with the eternal state.
But in passing it will be worth our while to notice the
reasoning of A. 8. Johnson, the founder of the Johnson
Bible College. Concerning the judgment against the wickeq
and the consequent punishment he uses Napoleon as an example.
He says:

Look at Napoleon Bonaparte, the arch-criminal of

the modern world. Who can adequately enumerate his
crimes against human society? . . . . Think of the sum
total - it is unthinkable, inestimable! - of human woe
fed into the vortex of this man's damnable ambition.

Did England adequately punish him? . . . . A thousand
times no! No human court could have adequately punisheq
such a man. « « « . Suppose Bonapart had to suffer as
much as he caused others to suffer; +to die once for
every death he caused, whether from disease or by the
implements of war on the battlefield; . . . . how long,
think you, would it take? There is only one word in the
English language that will give any conception of it:

'eternity', - or its equivalent, 'everlasting', and the
only definition of these words that convey anything at

2

1Parry, Romans, p. 50. Denney, Romans, p. 597.
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all is the 'ages of ages'!l
2. Incisive
"God shall judge the secrets of men."®  How little
men realize that there is one before whom all things are

naked and opened and unconcealed.® How calmly and indif-

ferently men dismise the idea of a final accounting of their
inner life. Yet Paul, who knew that man perforce looks on
the outward appearance while God looks upon the heart,4
touched the heart of the matter when he sald God would
judge the secrets of men. Some secrets are guite innocent,
Nothing may be condemned simply because it is not broadcast
from the housetops, or, to‘use a more applicable figure for
today, over the radio. Yet men know that their secrets are
such that they do not reveal them to others in their fulness.
When the Lord gathers all peovple before him, he will
decide the destinies of men not on the basis of what they
appeared to be, but on the basis of what they actually were,
An older, but capable, commentator puts it this way: "IQE

secrets of men, not their works of parade, done to be seen

and admired, but those hidden secrets of the heart and life,
which form the true criterion of charzanc:te:t."5 The ease with
which people deceive their fellowmen by word of mouth, by

expression of face, by outward action, will then be a thing

1A 8. Johnson, The Resurrection and the Future Life,

(Xnoxville: Knoxville Lithographing Co., 1913), pR. 385-6.

3Rom. ii. 168. OHeb. iv. 13. 41 sam. xvi. 7.

5
Charles Hodge: A Commentary on the Epistle to the
Romans (Philadelphia: Alfred Martien, 1870), p. 321.
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of the past. According to Paul, the judgment of God will be
incieive, just as the word of God, living and active, pierces
to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, of the joints
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents
of the hearf.l In terms of common parlance, there will be
no fooling then.

3. Individual

An o0ld saying goes like this: "Death is not a fac-
tory gate through which men go by thousands, but a turn-
stile through which men go one by one."® 8o it ie with the
judgment. People may and do wish that they would not have
to give account of the things which they have done in the
body. They would prefer to have annihilation of the soul,
to be blotted out of existence forever.

Yet, if the word of God be true, there is little
sense in wishing for such a condition. For the scripture
says that each one of us shall give account of himself to
God "2 Again, "we must all be made manifest . . . . that
each one may receive the things which he has done through
his body, whether good or bad."* Moule points out that in
"all three passages (2 Cor. v. 10, 1 Cor. iii. 11-15, Rom.
xiv. 12) . . . . the language, though it lends itself free-
ly to the universal Asgize, is limited by context, as to its

direct import , to the Master's scrutiny of His own servants

as suoh.'!5 We concede that the primary reference of "each

1Heb. xive 18 2Source unknown. 3Rom. Xive 18,

42 Cor. v. 10. 5Mou1e, op. cit., p. 386.
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one" may be to the godly, but at the same time would submit
that the unsaved cannot ignére the same requirement. In
the 1light of Paul's declaration that God will éive to each
man according to his works, the wicked will likewise receive
sentence; only, their sentence will correspond to the works
of their father which they did. To those on his left hand
Christ will say, "I was thirsty, hungry, naked, sick, and
you did not help me; therefore, depart.“l To thee e on his
right he will say, "I was sick, hungry, in prison, and you
visited me and ministered to my needs; therefore, come unto
me "% To each according to his works.

The judgment concept is a sobering thought. It
ought to make men determine with all the power of their be-
ing to live as in the realization of their responsibility.
For the Christian, it is enough when he remembers that even
though he must give account of himself to God, yet "there

3 For

is no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus."
the Christian, it is even better if he can say whole-heartedly,
"But let us, since we are of the day, be sober, putting on
the breastplate of faith and love; and for a helmet, the

hope of salvation."4

3Rom. vidtl, Aa 41 Thess. V. 8.



CONCLUSION

In concluding this diesertation, let us reconsider
the picture of the end-time as Paul brings it out here andg
there throughout his utterances, whether by letter or by
gEermon.

To appreciate the great Apostle's teaching of es-
chatology, we shauld keep in mind his training. We have
tried to show that while Paul was reared under the rigid
religious discipline of the Pharisees, and therefore knew

many of the writings used by the Jews of his day, neverthe-

less the most important influences to bear upon his thought -

and that includes his eschatology - wae the Christian in-
fluence, or, in other words, his relationship with the liv-
ing Christ. His failure to appeal to apocalyptic literature
in his references to the future shows,as Porter has pointed
out, that his basic dependence cannot rest upon that ground.
The gospel which Paul preached was "not after man," nor did
Paul receive "it of man, . . . . but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ."! That gospel included not merely the teach-
ing about Christ'e first coming, but also centered upon the
future, since "Jesus . . . . delivered us from the wrath to

come . " That is, Paul's message, coming from Christ, was

lgal. i. 11-12. 21 Thess. i. 10.
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inextricably interwoven not merely with the past but also
with the future, and definitely did not leave out the end-
time.

The coming of Christ is brought to our attention by
the use of various terms, each of which helps to fill in a
picture which is given mostly in outline. The vparousia em-
phasizes the fact that Christ is coming so that his people
will be in his presence, and that indefinitely. The apoca-
lypse stresses the truth that the universal Sovereign will
some day be made outwardly manifest to the world, as he has
already been made spiritually manifest to his people. The
day, whether alone or in its variant forms, brings out the
thought of the closing of time as we know it now, once the
Savior returns in power and great glory. The epiphany of
Christ is much like the unveiling of Christ's glory (so the

term revelation intimates), an event of great moment, since

Christ would mete out the final judgment at that time.

The parousia in Paul's thinking was that future e-
vent when arresting circumstances would force themselves
upon the attention of men of all ages. It would include the
attendance of Christ by all his saints, the command (or
shout) which all must obey, the destructive power of God's
Son over Satan and his servants, and the resurrection of
all in the graves and the sudden change of the living.

Perhaps the most amazing single event of human his-

tory preceding the return of Christ is the appearance of the
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man of sin. At least, the Antichrist would demand worship
of the members of the human family, and would have power
to work miracles to deceive the ungodly. His end, however,
would be destruction which would come by the mere breath
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The appearing of the Antichrist, however, could not
readily take place without a preparation for his coming.
Tor that reason Paul showed that already the forces were at
work which would make it natural for unbelievers to submit
themselves to him, once he came. Moreover, Paul pointed out
that the preparation would include the fearful times when
evil men would get worse and worse, and the people of the
world would turn their minds to the teachings of demons, to
thoge things which would please them but which would never-
theless end in their ruin., They would believe the lie;
they would follow the leading of evil men. Perilous or
grievous timee would characterize the time preceding the end.
The study of the doctrine of the resurrection as
given in Paul shows that he did not actually say much about
the rising again of the wicked. In 1 Corinthians xv. and
1 Thessalonians iv. and other placeé (for example, Rom. viii.
11 and Phil. iii.20-31) he does speak most definitely about
the resurrection of the Lord's people. Only one clear in-
stance of a mentioning of the wicked may be given: Acts
xxiv. 15. We readily ccncede that there is not much of an

explicit treatment of the rising of the unsaved. At the
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game time we would emphagize the power of Christ in fashion-

ing us anew, so that we shall be made like unto his own lo-
rioug vody.

When we turn to the matter of the judgment

, the situ-
ation ig guite different.

In no uncertain terms Paul in-

sists that all people will stand before Christ. If we limit

ourselves merely to Romans. ii., it becomes very plain indeed

that some who are made manifest before God will hear an in-

dictment against themselves. There will be "anguish and ca-

lamity for every human soul that perpetrates evil, for the
Jew first and for the Greek as well "t Yot only will God

judge, not only will Christ judge, but also saints shall
judge the world. The final reckoning day is coming. For

the unredeemed it is a thought grievous to be borne; for
those who love the Lord Jesus, it will be a time of glorious
nrotection of the soul by him who alone was "raised for our

justifioation“2 and who alone will give out the crowns of
righteousness to thos

=1

" . : 2
e who have loved his gppearing.

lpom. ii. ©. (Moffatt translation).

2Rom. iv. 25. %3 Tim. iv. 8.
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