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AN ANALYSIS OF S PELLING AML LANGUAGE BRRONS IN
THE ACHIEVELENT TESTS OF THE MARION COUNTY

ACHISVEMERT CONTHEST
CHAPTER I

The Froblemi==The purpose of this investigetion is to f{ind
avswors Lo the following questions cencerning the results of the spslle
ing end the lenguage tests which were used in the ¥arion County

Lehievement Contasts:

SPeLLING

le What words were misspelled by Z0 per ceut or more of the
pupils in grades three to sight inclusive during the years 1635 and 1037
through 19407 |
¢e What ars the trends:
(&) in tho misspclllugs of sach word ineludsd in this investie
gution?
(v) In the mean por oents of the misspallinre of these words
for sach of the five years?

de Whet are the dominent misspollings of the insorreetly spelled

words?

LANCGUAGE

B D

le What questions wers enswerad incorrectly by 20 pur cent or
mors of the pupils iIn grad:s three to cight inelusive during the ysars
1636, 1v38, and 16407

2e Vihat are the trends:

(1)
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&
(&) In the incorreat snswsrs of each question in lenguage
inoluded in this investigation?

b} Tr the moan por cents of the insorrect answers of thees

o~

guestious for each of ths three yoars?
Ze VThat ars the domireont insorrect answars of the guestions
mnswereu lacorrsetly?

Source of Materialie-The material for this study was complled

from spslling tests written by 1266 grade scheel puplls and from language
tests writben by 766 grade sohool puplls in the Harlen County Achlsvemsnt
Contoste Tﬁe errors in epelling were compiled for the years 19635, 1637,
through 1940, The year 1936 was olimliated becsuse of the disslmilarity
of the words used that yeare liowsver, in 1635, and 1¢37 through 164C the
identlos]l list of words was useds 1The errors in the lsuguage tests wore
compilsd for the ywars 1¢86, 1638, and 164Ce Thess years wors choson as
a roprosentative seaplo,

Mothodi~=Zach snring for the past seven yoars aohisvemont testis
heve beern given a4 Butler Unlversity by the Collagn of Wducation over
sub fect mattsr soversd by the eounty schools im grades thres to eicht,
Thess tosts over individual subiects are idontiesl from ysar to yser and
wWoere proparsd by faculty members of the College of sducatione The pupils
tostod were winners in an olimination contest held in their respective
8chools .

Tho epelling examination used in the achlovement tests was com-
piled vy iiss Glisebeth Bettoher, Assistant Profsssor in the Uollage of

Hduoations She consultsd the following spelling llsts: the Lyars
Spelling Seela, Jue Hundred Lemons by Jonss, The Teacher's Word Bock by
£

Thorndike, and ths Indlana stete acopted text bLocks== Uy Werd Book,
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Book 1, for gradss three end four, aud Progress in Spelling, for ths fifth,

sixth, saventh end eighth gredose.

The Language questions for emeh grade were selected atl random vy
Miss GLmma Colbert, Assceiate Professor of Education und Assistant Dean
in the College of Bduomtion, on the tesis of ner wvaluation alonss’

The procedure in this study consisted of geteraining tho per ceutl
of errors in the spslling and language testss Only the words which were
incorrectly spellad by 20 par cent or wmore of the pupils, and only the
questions in language whioh wsre incorrcotly answered by the same per cont
were included in this studye The misspelled words, incorrsctly answered
lsnpuage items, trends, end dominant errors were obteined from these items.

Limitations s==This study hes certuin limitetions. In view of the
fact that verious members of the faculty of the Vollepe of HBducation pree-
pared the exeminatiors, ths tests were not s tendardiged end cannot be
checked srainst a movre widelyn spteblished norm for the sams ¢xamination,

The tabuletions may not be 1CU per cent mecuratse Fenmanship of
the pupil proved to be e faotor of considersble dalificultys Cftern 1% was
necessary in case of doubt carsfully to enalyze ths individual letter and
compare with the letterepattern of the pupils

Since the pupils wer. given & limited awount of time for cach
exanination, many of ths lanrusgs questions neer the end of the tosts ro-

mained wnansworaed,

3 9 ? A ; P
ISmuplet of oriﬁfmal tosts are found in the Appundix



CHAPTER XX
FINDINGS « SPELLING ERROKS

the findings of this study are shown in Chapters II end III.
The results for spelling are piven in Chapter II and those for language
in Chaptor iIle The gencral plan of the report of the spelling tosts is
the same as that of the questions in the Problem, that is, misspelled
words are discussed first, trerds second, and dominent aisspellings
thirde Zach prads s reported ssparately in the same waye tach tesd
cong ls ted of 50 wordse
GiADE THRER

Wisspelled Wordssw-lhe words misspelled by U per cont or more

of the third grade puplls are shown in Table 1. These words are arranged
in order of the frequency of misspellinge by years. Twenty-sight words
are included in the tabls whieh m:ens thet more them half the words in
the test were misspslled by 2C per oent or more of the third grade pupils.
Half the worde were missed by more then 39 per cent of the groups The
mean par oent of the group misspelling emch word is 42.%e The highest
per cent missing one word is B8Z.4s This coeurred in the spelling of the
word bugeare

The renge of per cent of errer in the five year pariod is 5.7,
The renpge of psr cent of error in the uppsr helf of the group in the five
year porlod ls 44.], while the renge of per cent in the lower half of
the group is 15.2¢ This may be interpreted to moan that there is greater
variability in spelling ability as ths words becoms more difficulte This

(4)
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same differonce may be noted in other grades,.

Irendsi=-(a) No general trend in spelling ability is noticeable
in Table le Only one word, beggar, shows & ecnsistont chenge in one |
directlone It was not a difficult word In the first ysar recorded, but
in the year 1647 it reached en srror of BZ per cont end gredually inoreassd l
oach yoare This record indicates e¢lthor thet this word was ope ol diffi-
culty in the last four ysers recorded, or that the third grads pupils
were not familiar with ite The per cont incorrectly spelling the remaine }
ing twenty-soven words is irreguler from year o ysare HoOwever, the per

|
oent of error for twentye-four of tha words was lowest in the vear 192E, ﬁ

(b) The moens of the incorrect spellings of the twenty=sight
words for the five years show sn upward tunder.csv for the {first three yoars,
no ohange for the fourth ysar end & decrcuse ifor the fif'th, In other words,
spelling ability in the five year period was hilghest in 1936, deeroased
for the next two yoars, romained comsiend for 1839, and then laocreased in
1640,

In $ablec 2 are listsd the most dominant incorrect spollings of
the words from %able 1, and the frequency of each form of misspelling oxw
pressed in por ocentse The remaining per cents of incorrest spellings of
chach word were socattered among nunerove other misspellings. These finde
ings approximede closely those sacured by Gates .1 The words having an

homonym were high in per ¢ent of errere The word knew was misspslled uvew

.

&8 per ocenty hare, bear 73 per cunt, and whels, hole 85 por cente lsudon-

e

1Arthur Ie Gates, A List of Spelling Difficuliles In 3876 Words,
(Bureau of Publications, Tcachers College, Columbla Unlversity, 10387),
Pe 2%0
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TABLE 1
THE TWINTY-EIGHT MOST DIFFICULT TiHIRD GRADE SPELLING WORDS

REANGESD IN ORDER OF THE FREQUENCY OF MISSPELLINGS MADE
DURING THE FIVS YEAR PERIOD, 1935, 1937, THROUGE 1940

>

Humber] Most Frequently |- ??ar gﬂU.LHMher i ~-) Per Cent
of Hisspai]ad ’ }90& ;637 €38 1¢3¢ €40 of Error
Rord Words _ Per ﬁer Per Par Par in the §
1 Cent Cent Cent Cent | Cont |Year Period

hageny 10 62 87 gb 139 83e4

ponlies 30 67 80 73 72 6% ed

whese 20 a8e 86 66 72 6348

noisy 510 o8 ©d 6¢ 70 60el

bonnet 45 65 65 51 47 568

Ge empty 3C &8 6% 64 52 558

Ta praise 36 & 61 48 &6 5543

8 quiet 10 28 65 79 60 53.8
Se bars 16 54 56 84 47 62.4
1C, grate 65 41 5% 55 49 51.0
11, mus ic 15 50 B7 48 43 46,1
12, obey 0 899 44 57 54 44.1

13, serape 45 Y 46 46 41 4% o %
14. whole 30 3e 44 18 45 B¢ a3
154 raise 28 36 26 &0 43 38a9
16. nicely 30 34 42 44 31 3645
17, thread 0 43 48 o9 3¢ 36e4
18, busy 0 47 46 44 37 54,9
O lose 10 23 34 14 35 G240
204 afraid 6 34 36 26 41 31.
21, ezain 20 25 31 42 20 31,
224 chee 20 38 42 44 6 1.
238 awhile i 30 o4 S9 & 0«8
24. use 10 6% 31 24 22 26 46
25 catch 3] 30 29 24 29 28 .2
26 e knew 25 el 3 R 10 4ol
274 write b S0 29 3 & rA 24 o2
2B heard 10 3& 25 & 22 257

N aG 46 47 45 48 206
;\J 1"'.7 12." ’.‘r‘(‘.'/ A—’/o’{ 43 ;ZQE

Note: Table 1, be read as follows: The

led by 10 per csnt of 20 pupils in 1688, B2 per os 46 pupils

b
w

=

i

: 1
n 1637, 87 per cent of 47 pupils in 1€38, ¢6 psr cent of 45 pupils in
©39, and 99 per cent of 48 pupils in 1940; an B3.4 per cent of the 206

upils in the five year periode Other teules of misspelled words are
sad in a similar manner,
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Lall in his study of An Analysis of Spelling Urrors found that in Orade

IIL pupils substituted homonyms ebout two=thirds of the time that the
opportunity pressnted 1tself.1

Muslic and ggillware words of complete confusion. No dominant
arror of any significencs ocourred im either of those words. 7The werd
musie had fifty«two difforsnt misspellinge, but only *wo are listed in
the table. The word busy had forty differsnt misspellings, snd three are
listad in the tables Chay was aisspelled 71 per cent ag Gbay, chanyzing
the vowel "e" to "a." Ths lstters "e," "&," "1," s2nd "u" are most fre-

-
quently sssociated with errors.® In the word begyar the lettor "o was

now

changed te "o 63 per esut of the times The word ponies had the domi-
nant error ponys, insteed of chenring the lstter "y" to "i" and adding

"a8" the lotter "s" was meroly added to form its plursl,

k
James ©, Mendenhall, An Anelysis of Spelling ¥rvors, (Bureau of

Publication, Teachors College, Columbia University, New York, 1£30), pel0.

2
Ibide, pe Sde

)
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Hotes Table ¥ should be read as follows

word ag ocorraetly spsllsd, column & ocontuins t

and oolumn 3 contel
g

Uthar tables of dominent missmellod words

. oy & 2 S W
18 the corrsgpouding

ORAYI ¥
PR (% BOAT

‘CUR

sisspolle d Words :-=fLe words wisspelled oy &0 per cant or mors of

=

the fourth greds pupils are shown in Table 8, There ere seventeen words
in this Jlist which moens thit spproximetsly one tiird of the words in the
tost were misspelled by %he fourth grade pupils. Lall of the words were
missed Ly more then 28 por cent of the groupe The mean per cent of the
group misspelling each word is 3Ue4se The highest per cent missing one
word is DZe7e This cocurred in the spelling of the word daisies. The
kighest per cent (72) of error recordsd in any one ysar alse occurred in
this word, in the year 1940. fThe lowest per cent of orror, (£) recorded

1 any ond yeear wes in the word pinth in the year 1635,

The reage of por cent of error in the five year perlod is 32.7.

The renge of psr cent of errer in the upper half of the group In tho five

)

rear perlod is 1.8, while the rangs of per cent of error in the lower
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e e e

10
bell of the group 18 only Se46.
The findings show thet the fourth grade puplile mede nlgher scores
cu thalr test than were mede Ly the third grades It must be remembersd,
howewveyr, thet the teste ere net the same,

Trendst==(a) No general trend in speliing evility is noticeable

in Table Ss Only twe words, borrow and program, show & consistent chenge

in one dirsctione The word borrow hes e 17 per cent error in the year
1636 end incruased each ysar to & 62 per gent of error in 1940, The per
cont of error Increased sach year for the word program, with only 8 per
eont in 1636 to 36 per cont of errer in 1$4Ce The per csnt incorrseily
spelling the remaining {ifteen words is lrregular from year Lo years

(b) 7The meams of the incorreet spelllngs of the seventesn words
for the five voare show ur upward tendsncy for the first thros years, &
deorease for tha fourth yeur, and an increass fov ths fifths In other
words, spslling evility in the five year pericd was ! izhest in 1635, dew
ereased for the nusxt two years, increased for 103V and then docrevased lor

104G,
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p deisies 3¢ | 81 46 46 72 b&e7 it
Ba strs teh 14 24 82 51 o 4548 *
Se borrow 17 3 BAY 44 82 40,8
e skipped 26 %8 4z 38 40 5543
Be choose 22 28 37 &1 40 33 |
Ba holidey 5 16 48 2 46 33
T eighth 19 2 81 26 48 82,1
te hoping % | Ly 42 42 36 5241
Se steak 22 13 42 26 36 CEa8

10 known B 1% 28 28 62 2Ge6

11. orawl T 18 36 15 oY 2502
12. pane 14 4 8 24 28 24.5
Se ninth 2 13 a7 2 34 22,9
14 '| serepe P43 2 28 16 &1 Le
15 progroam 5 15 17 28 36 22
16 fourth 22 19 ¢ s 3 Zlel
iy ladge 11 & 17 0 il 20
m— s Mo

BT L e—

N 20 46 a7 45 40 218

M 16.7 el wbed at o2 L0 Gletk

T T U ———

Table 4 presents the seventeen words from Tabls ¥ and their

dominant wmisspellingse The hononym words, steak, pane, and fourth, proved

te be troublesome in the fourth gredee ledge, program, holiday, dalsles, i

e Y

sorape, and crewl are words of considereble coufusion sincs thers was no

doninant percoentage of srror in these words.

2 4 f . ;|
Hendenhall found in his annlysis of spelling errors,” that there

—tn. P -

1 . ,
James 24 Mondonhall, An Analysis of Spelling Brrors, Bureau of
FPublications, Teachers College, Volumbia University, New York,ltd0), ps 8.




12
are four types of errors common to risepsllings and thess secm to be prow

gsant in Tabls 4, Thesn cemaon ervers evs as follows: 1. Addition of

kA e 7t

lebtovamator the word holiday th2 moet freguent ervor was holliday,

e oo b

Ze Omission of lotters--For ths word chcose the most frequent error was

chosae G Substitublon of lettsrs--lor ths word borvew tha arrepr harsow

P .

was most frequonte 4. Tronsposition of lettersesthile londenball considers

this as the fourth type of error, such errcrs ars not present in Teble 4.

Ve might add to this sanalysis two otier types oi errorss 1. Substitution

of hemonymse=For the word pane the homonym pain was the most dominent

error on the fourth grads sxemination. ée Phonetic Spelling-- The word

known=pown while not %the most dominant error does noverthcless indicate an
adf;varence 0 the principle of spelling a word as it is sounded, In such
cuses 1t would meem thet the pupil hes velisd upen his esy (sownd) for
spelling rather them upon his eys (sicght).

The word holiday has four domirent mistakes, nll of which are
slosa encugh in percontere of srror *e sach other %o indicats that the
pupils tave usod & form of phonctic gp2lling with soms confusion eg Yo
the use of éouble ledtors snd vowelse Tt may be noted thet a total of
37 por cont of the pupils misapelling this word used the dewdhle "11." On
the other tend 44 rer cent of the puplle misspelling this word have in-

dicated Ly their spelling (holladey, Loilday, holsday) the shorh second

syliatle of the worde The derriam-Websier dloticnary states that the
proferred poonunciation of this word is 181 YedRe If thls word 18 pro=

nounced rapldly or peorly, the "W beoames "uh," which sound to the
upll is represented by the letter a.

This confusion of car sound with the osye werd is clearly indi-
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Yisspe1llod Wordss=~The words misspolled by 20 per cont or more
of the f£ifth grade purlils are shown in Table 6, Twonty~{ive words,
axaotly one half the worﬂa in the list, are included in the table which
roans that half of the words in the t2st wors missvelled by 20 ner cent
or more of tho fifth zrade punilse Hore than half of the words wore
rignad by moro then 32 par eent of the zroun, Ths moan v osony of the
zroup misspelling each ward is 39.1, which is higher than the mesn of
zrade four, but lower than grade threse The highest per ount aisspelling
ons word is 53.%e This occour-ad in the anelling of the word snave

The range of psr cent of srror in the five y2ar nsriod is 3%Ze7.
The rangas of par cont of srror in the uppzr half of the group in the
five vanr parled is £1.6, while the range of par cont of arror in the
lowar helf of the group 1s 1C.3.

Trends s==(a) No gemsrsl trond im spolling sbility iz notlosable
in Table 6¢ Only one word, comfortable, shows a comsistont ohange in
ons direction, It seemingly was not & diffioult word, sinoce the per cent
of arror in each ysor wes small, The per cent of error variss In a groat
degree from ysar %o ysar in grade five. For instanee, ths thirbeenth
word on tho list, hymn, had an error of 16 por csnt in 1936, 86 per cent
in 1037, B par ssnt in 1938, 70 per eont in 1939, and 4 per cent in 1640,

{b) The mesns of the imcerrect spellings ef ke twenty-{ive words
for the five years show an upward tendency for the first two ysars, u do=
crease for the third year, e&cd inorease fovr the {fourth ysar, and decrease
for the fifthe In other words, spvelling ability lun the five year period
wes high in 1938, deoreessd for the next three years end increased for the

fifthe
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initial voiced sound,

twenty~{'iv

dominent error

trans pos i) a lotter, five in substituting & ls
substitubed for homonyms, The homconym for 4

dominant arrar of Tl por cont, while the smelld

amongz 14 p2r sant Bosn, 11
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GRADE SI1Z

disspelled WordsiweThe words misspslled by 20 pir cent or mors of

the slxth gruds puplls are shown in “able 7. This list contalns twenty=-
s2ven words whnich means that mors than half of ths words in the test wore
misspelled by 20 per csut or more of the sixth grade pupils. More than
helf of the words werc missed by more than 34.2 per cent of the groups the
moaa por cent of the group misspelling sach word is 3%eBs The highest per
cent missing one word is 83,6 This cocurved in the spelling of the word
acoommocates No cthor spelling word iu this study rosched ihs maximum

| of 1CC per osnt cof error as this word ¢id in the yours 1658 and 194C,

The range of per cent of error in the five yoar poriod i8 63.3.

The renge of per osnt of error in the upper he lf of the group in the five

P S—

year paried e 44,4, while the range of per cent of errcor ia the lower

helf of the group is 17.4.

Trondete=(p) Yo general trend in spelling auility is notices:le in
Table 7. Only ons word, Chinese, ehows a consistont change in one direc-
tione The per oent incorrectly epelling the remeining tw-::ﬁty-six words
is irrezular from year to yeare.

{(b) The means of the incorrsot spellings of the twenty=seven words
for the five years show an upward tondency for the first three ysars, a
degrease for the fourth year, snd en inerease for the fifthes Thus, spelling
ability in the five year period was highest in 183§, deorcased for the

next two ysars, inorsased for 183§, and docreased for 194C.
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20
ilhere was one word, compoll, wnieh had a dominmnt error of wdding a letter.

For the omission of a latter or latters the followin: words woers migs: palleds

braclst, skilful, reuvion, Inoeent, and imediate. There ware aleven words

R

in which substitution of a letter was the dominant error of whioh the five

had the most dominant per cente: grammer, soperats, persus, sistern, and

vopatables There were five words in which transposing & letter was the

dominent errort 1able, neice, renodle, declevs, and speioce.

The dominent incorrect snelling of the word sceommodate was ac-

—————— - . e

comadeds which has & combination of omitting and transposing‘a letter,

The dominent incorrect spelling of the word sontinually wes oontinuely

which Les a combinetion of omitting and substituting o lettere 4And the

dominant lncorrect spelline of the werd 1llustrate wee alustrate which hes

B p———

8 combination of omitting and substituting a lotter.
Une word in this tebls, Chinese has a dominent error of 33 per

cont for failure to capitelize the initial letter.

ABLE

‘C‘,..mis..:'l’ INCO}"KL:VL S LLIJUS Ui THE .u’v J;-I:.\Y"'D.Jv.ax\ :VY T
FEQUANTLY MISSPELIAD WORDS 1IN TuE & IATH GRADE

Incorreot |Per Cent Incorrect | Per Vent of
Word spellings of dord | | Spelliags | incorrect
Incorrec Spellings
Spellings .
(1) (2) (3J (1) 2) (3)
leacconno= |eccomadate 38 Jecistern sistern 48
date acompdate 23 systern 17
ascomodate 4 sistren -3
Zaimitate imatate 25 deprammay gramner 8?
immite te 2} gramer il
ime tats 8 iz 3 . B
imme ta teo 7 Yelmmnediate 1 wdiate V)
immetets 4 immedate 4
o lowead Ju}i N ..".",-,___.__..*-
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sisspelled Vordss=-The words misspslled by 20 psr cent or more of

the seventh grade pupils are shown in Iable Yo Iwenty-ihres words are ine
sludsd in this teble which msans thet a little less than half of the words
in ths test were misspalled by 20 por cént or mors of the seventh grade
pupilse Wore than half of the words were missed by more than Z7.5 per
cant of the zroupe

The mean per cont of the group misspelling sach word is 3045¢ The
highest psr cent missing one word is 6248 This ocourred in the spslling
of the word aggravato,. The range of per cent of error in the five year
period ls 42,8, f%he range of per eent of error in the upper half of the
group in the five year period is 8548, while the ranpge of rer cent of
srror in the lower half of the group is TG,

Trends 1==(a) No general trend in spolling ability is noticeable in
Table Us Only ome word, fulfill, shows a consistent chanpge in on2 direc-
tion. The per ocent incorresectly spelling the remeining twenty-two words
is irregular trom year to year, fThere are five words naving no per ceut

of error in 1936 (judgment, develop, sandwich, fulfill, delegates ), but

which showsd increasses in later years %o a levsl comparable to that of
other words,

(b) The means of the incorreot spellings of the twenty=-three
words for the five years show an upward tendenoy for the first three
years, & decrease for the fourth year, and an increase for the fifth. Thus,
spelling ability in the five year period was higheaﬁ in 1936, decreased

the next two ysars, inoressed for 1989, and decreased for 1640,
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Words from Table & are listsd in Table 10 showing the dominent ine

correct spellings of sech worde iwo words (Jjudgment, defsnse) sesmingly

wore unfeir for this oxsminetion inasmuocl es tlers are two aoccsptabls

spsllings of emch words in sech of these words the high preentags of error

e

can be sttriduted to the fallure ol the pupll to use lhe preferred spelling.

- . - 18 & - v o = P
owevar ,found a similar econdikion for both words,.
Thers are two words thet wore confusaed with otler wordss oresence

was

isepellsd presents, end svize was misspelled camse.
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omission

81X subs titution a lotter (visabls,
decesion, apolizy, scesptence), and five in which a letter or letters wore
iddod (develope, alternation, sandwi similiar, tremandious).
TABLE 10
; i'.".‘ INCORRECT SPELLINGS OF 1HE TashTY-THuoh HOST
NTLY MISGPULLED WOnDS IN THY SEVEKTH GLAIE
Word Incorrect [Per Cent of Word Ineorrect |Per Cent of
Spellings |Incorrect Spellings {Incorrect

~~
oo
p

Spellings

(3)

(1)

wpellings
(8)

e BG1lZE
Setilscults

enge

T.breathe
Be.develop

¢esandwich

agravate
aggrivate
agrivate
aggrevate
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8248
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sandwhich
sanwich
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TABLE 10 - Vontinued

viord ineorrect for vent of word Incorrect [FPer Ceant of

Spellix

Incorrsct vpzllings }Incorrect
“pellings Spellings
’ { 3 7

(1) (2) (3)

o - . , o (3)

» e

T.£ulfil1 fulfil 42 2l.anxious encious K
fullfill 21 anious ]
fullfil 17
fulfull 2 22 s02roal ceral 36
cerial BT
l84docision decesion 26 sarial i ¢
dicision i 1
desision 11 S e BOMMONGE = cComsSnco =
decission 8 mant ment

commenc-
1¢.dslezates | deligates 50 ment 20
delagates 25 Comens =
delicatss G ment &

ey

o3
&

LOebramen= tramene

i IS
dous dious 1¢
| tremencus 6

GRADE BIGHT

D mm—

disspelled Yords;--lhe words wisspelled by 20 psr cont or mors of

the 2ighth grede pupils are shown in Yaole 1l Thirty-cne words are ine
= o9 £ IS J
cluded in the liste Ihis shows thet more thew ralf of the words im the

ts8t woro misey

by 20 per cent or more of the sighth grade pupils.
Hors then half of the words were missed by mors than 37.6 per csnt of the
groupe The mean per cent of the group misspelling cach word is 4C%.

)

The highest per cent missing & word is 70.8., This cocurred in

the spalling of two words, cemetery and restaurants The range of per cent

of error in the five ysar period is 48,1, The range of per osent of error
in the upper helf of the group in the five ysar period is 43.3, while
the rempge of per owat of error in the lowsr half of the group is 14.8.

Trendst==(8) Thers ar- seven words in Table ¢ havines an unward
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o N
Number| iicst Freguaently Per Cent of
of Uisspo lled srror in the &
ford Nords Yaar Pzriod
shscluts 1y 138 4¢ g a7 23
| positivaly 8 44 f2s! S0 <8
; ) 27 recommondation |?8 18 k18 27 50
2E ulfslfs 0 5 28 3% 4%
20 partial 80 54 18 “C €3
50 s lon §] 26 28 22 26 L6
3 1 30 2% 15 3 14 Ele7
i N s a6 46 40 42 ley
| i ¥ BBe8 | 40e3 | 4Ce8 | 4E.n 408
The incorrect sp:llingze of the thirtyeone words in Table 11 are

present»d in Tabls 1l€e The word parce) was confused with the dictatsd

partiel, and the word desert was confused wlth the word dessert.

s

Substitution of latters were the most censpicious ervors with

sleven words (cemstary, suttls, Philidelphils, tomporary, supsrintendant,

an fransisco, eppendicitus, maintalnance,courtious, slfelpha, ,@uvoldagx).

o . f Jrepe Py > . N s ke " 4 > &n - | . - -
The omission of lstters proved to be ths seoond zreatest factor

¢f error with seven words (condem, absclutly

e e o —— B — -

dinary, advantages, tuber ulois )e Three words in which lstters were added
i t]

Bostiwiniotol R MR,

raprasents the moxt grestsst error (mellon, possitivsly, reccom wndation ).

Thres words wore misspelled with more than one mistake (parallel,

e s "

milinary, schedual)e Threo words ware incorrect bocsiss the homonyn was

substituted (eanital, igle, ratience)s. iwo words were incorreci bucause

the transpesition of e letter was ussd (rhuemetism, lsultenaut).

The mos+t common inccrrsct spellings wera desert for dessert,
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SUMMARY

In this chapter the most freguently misspellad worde end their
dominant misspellings arc shown in tabluse Thsso words, for the most
vart, are not in ths Ayers 8w1ling Beule. The misspellings found in
this investigation in moet cases agzrse with thae commor misspellings re-
portad by Gates.

The mnumbar of words that were h’zsswlle«i by 20 per cent or more
of the puplls vary in sach grade and are as follows: Twanty=-cisht mise
spelled words occcurrsd in Grade Three, seventesn in Grade Four, twenty-
five in Grade Five, twenty-seven in Grade 8ix, twenty-three in Grade
Yoven, and thirty-one in Grade Dight.

Tne per cont of the pupils misspelling thess words during the
five yoar psriod shows an upward %rend jn ons word in Grade Three, two
words in Grads Four, ono word in Grad:s Five, 5ix, and Seven, and saven
words in Grade Tighte Ths per caat Incorrectly gpsllins all other words
is irregular from yoar %o ysar.

Cnly in the Eighth Urade tests did the s lling auility decrease
from ysar to yreres The mecans of per cent of insorrect spsllinece were
lowest in oach grade In the year 106b, except in Graue brive where the
lowest mean occurred in 1£4C, In other words, spelling ability was the
Lighest in the ysar 1635 in all grad:s exceept the Fifthe Other means of

per conts are irregular from ysar to yoare

—— ot SN - e r————— e o

Larthur 1, Gatos, A List of Spalling Difficultiss in 3876 Words,
(bureau of Publiestions, Teachers Gollegs, Volumbia Univorsity, 1907 ).

(31)
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The preatost range of

&

e

sy eant of errvor, (62.3), in the five
yoar period for all the rrades oecurrsd in Uraude =l., wiile tis smallest
rengs of por ecsnt of errer, (32.7,, cocurred in Oradss Four and Yive
rogoectively.

fhe fellewing chepter contuing the mesl difiicult lansuuge
questions and the frequency of incorrect auswers made during the three

4

y2ar period, 19%¢, 1¢38, and 1540,
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FINDINGS = LANGUAGE BR0LS

The findings of the lencuage errovs ars stown in Chapber [Il.
The genoral plan of the report of the lauguags tests is tue sams as that
ol tne questions in the Problea, tnat ls, lenpuage quostions amnswercd iu-
cerrectly are discussmed first, tronds sgcoud, aund domicant incorrect
answors thirde dach grade is roported svparaiwiy i ths saus weye Lhe
yuostions are not sarranged in order of the frequeney of lucorrect answers
by years because there are one or more items under aeveral types cf ques-

ticna e

GRADE THREE
e

LR e—

Lanquaze Quostions jmswared lucorrectly:i--~lhe lan usgs quustlons

’

snswersd incorrectly by 20 par cent or more of ths third grade puplls are
ghown in Tables 138, marked accordin 1y tc the per cent ci the group nlss-
anch ohse ke tost consisted of LE qguesticunse Sivhiieen cof the

gues tions ars lunocluded in thne tebls which wmesns that a little more than
ona third of the guoations in the test were snswerod lucorrectly hy £0
por cont or more of the third grads pupila, Tho mean per eont missing
eech question s €45, which 1s the lowest rocorded in the studye ihe
hizhest per cent missing one questlon is 40, This cecurrsd in writing
the contraction for the words who will, In question 2l ZAlthoush the

pichest per cent of ervor in the table is 40.5 for questicns 3U~-48, it

will be noted that this question ie & ccuposite of ten guustions numerically.

(88)




G4

o separets itvws arc listed in questions 1l-1b in letter punctuatiou,
ad guestions $¢-48 in capitalizationi that is, sinos this nwsbaring of
e quostions gecms to be en arbritrary classification of the ocecmoluxity
of the gusstion, all 2rrera sccordingly are cousiderce «8 ceourring in
ong guestions

The range of per esent of error in the trres year peried is 206

Irsndes==(a) ko generel trend in languegs avility is neticeable
in leule 13e The per ceut incorrectly eusvwering the sighteen guusticns
is irregular from jear to yeers

(0) The moans of twe lncorrect emswuss ol tie eightesn lanjumye

quusbtions for the three years show & downward teandoney for tie Iirst two
vears, and an inormwase for the thirde In other words, lsangumps anility
o the thm;:-a yoar poriod was :igh in 1%86, inorvesed in 1438, end docrsased

in 104G,
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Noted Table 18 should be remd as followsy quustions 11 = 15
were incorrectly snswervd by 46 per esnt of 60 pupils in 1836, 27 per
cunt of 47 pupils in 1688, end 37 psr oent of 48 pupils in 1640, a 87,2
per cont of 146 puplils in the three year pericde Other tables of ine
correctly answored language guestions ar: read in e similar manner.

In Table 14 are listed the mes® douinant incorrectly answsrved
lanruage questions from Tebls 13, end the frequenocy of each form of ine
correct snswers expressad in per csnte Uhe most dominunt error in lotter
punctuation was the omission of the pumotuation wark after the couplie

mentary ¢losing in guestions 11 - 1be Contrmotion words in questicns 16,

©l, and 24 have the following cdominent orrores for the words were you oct,

the nost dominant error was weren't, for the words who will, whe'lll,

end for the words thewe is, thors's,

In the oepitelizetion questions, 39-48, the errors oocurred in
omltting the eepitulizetion of the initlal letters The words Big and
Four Lhave 6 and 100 por oent of error respeotively. The words Jlothar,
Fathor, and _{1;, each have an error of ¢ por conte “ach of these words
vocurred ‘at the beginning of sentencess Siuco the per cent found in these
werds is low,tids sesmingly indicetes fmeility in initial onpitelization

at the beginning of seunteices,
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TARIE 14

DOMINANT . B OF THE BRIGHTREN #0857 FREQUENT 1‘ CORRBCTLY
'.g;D hxlm-,s.um. GUBBTIONS AN T ThikD GHADE
mbor b language Questions That Were Por

of
Guagtion

d

dost rrequontly Answered Ine
correotly
(1)

Byrrove

(2)

Cent

(8/

11

16

b
e

“h

Place the commas, periode,and
gueation aarks whars they
shiould e ilao this letter:

bear inele Jobhn

What are you doing todmy
I wish you wero with ms Ve
seuld go to ths airport and
watceh the ma .Ll plane come in
Come socon and we will ¢

Writs the contraction that
sould bs wed for the undsre
lined words in the pentexoe,

Wore you not peling to school?

Who will lend me a bookt

ihere is no place to go.

Cross out the smml) letters
that are wrong and write
e Gt—xpitﬁ.i.lﬁ above thome

Onoe wae want to chicapoe
motrer and betiy wente
fathar wes with ue snd my
wncle bobe I reds on tho

traine it was hig four
truine I want toc go agein

in July.

o puncutation after the
\_“1' Gk { TNTY o o o i Sk i T . 9 s e D e

Powwd md o i o By i i P N
reriod aftsr the first sone-
LULLOG e e v

riod after the salutetion

vomne aiter the firet son-
B L1005 e o e
"o punctuation after

"fl‘; p! !""YVJ'" S S S 1 G W R S0 e e (5 D Y T W

W ron feae
werey'um~ -

who'ille
who'l -
whow' 1)l e e

BRI oo i s s s i SR o

t‘.:'j»‘_&; POl oo we o -

'*‘Qﬁnw-—nnu—nuu-.pn‘auoo-
3 o e A e
J W G S b D e S Bl 9 O 0 S
¥ BT e o o o o s o e 10 e 50 o e o

G 1»} T 4 P T B D ST S G e D L A S P OV T G

Hohmeumaomwmen -
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Kote: 7Table 14 should be read s fellows: volusn 1 contuing
the questien, eclumn 2 the mest prevalend errove, and coduwan & the ocre
rogpending pey oent of dominant errorse Other tebles of dominant ine
sorrect answers to lenguage qustlons ars rosd in & similar nanner.
GHAL~ FOUR

D T e

Longusge Wuestions dugwered Incorreotlys=-The fourth grade len=-

puapgs tost consisted of 37 questionse swo questions auswersd. incorreotly
vy 20 poy osut or wmore of the fourth grade pupils are shown in Table 16.
Thosae two guostions havs suall per oceuts of errers in the three yoar poriode
The woan per cent missing osch question is 2643s Tho Lighest por csat
missing one gustion is 34.3s This coourred in gueustion 26e¢ Tho ranpge

of per ocent of orrcr in the three yrar poriod is fe%e This teble ocontains

the least number of lanruage gquwsticns ensws red incorrectly by 20 per

cent or mors of the pupils In the entire study.

A et T

Fpends 3emin) Only question 286 shows & change in one direction.
It wus rather & diffioult question dn the first two ysars roocrded, 42
par cont of error imn hoth yoers, but in €40 it deorcased te an erreor of

20 per oenie

S EARSIRY e oy o

(b) The means of the incorrect wuswers of the two languags yuwee

S

s &

tione for the thres years show en upward tondency for the first two yoars,

= =

and a decrease for ths thirde 4hus, lenguege woilivy in the thres year

period was high in 1636, decrvased in 1638, and incrsesed in 194C.
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In Teble 16 are listed the two most dominant incorrectly
unswo rew denguage yusstions from lable 15, and the frsqueney of easoh
form of incorreot answors oxprossed in por gente The most doainant
language error veourred in questiom 15 For the werd, Yoo, the word
Yo was used incorreotly by 100 por esat of the pupils missing this
question, This ia a homenymicsl error,

In question 26 the dominant errcr ccourrsd in writing the
%&a&@_ for the first line of the hoading of the letter 68 por csut
of the timse Twontyetwo per cont of the pupils missing this question wrote
the first line of the hemding, but omitted ths comma after the word

Tlkhart,
S

VT e

TrEaAatI R =

R e
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TABLZD 16

' mrm'} h's

™ VENT L LT ¥ v TN ¥ I RITONL TN TR YYD
ANT TNCORLCT AUSTELS OF ST RO AR ) INCORE

ANSY L HAD LARGUAGE QUBSTIONG In dis eULIB GoADB

e v o i o e oy Ve

et o it bty - o

Lumoer Lanpgusgs Quostions That Were Most Frequently Pey
of dpswered ingorrsotly SPrors Cent

_Guestion (1) (2) 4 (8)

Choose the corrset word from those listed
-;:.wm saoh svatenoe and write 1t on the
lb... e

“g

et

o
~

18 o we Loo

This letter counbeir
and then enswsr the gquestions arout
VWirite the suswirs in the bhlanks efter
Guagtions e

SOmMS @rrorg.e

Blkhart, Ind
. e v 07 ¢ WE

LR OUITO0 €7 1438

Lgar aunt ann
Trhank you for my christmes prosenits.
I like the beook about Ueorge Washington
Did yeu read it tco 1 11‘,3? my skates and
80 doas bill
Vome Lo 899 M8 BOGUe
With much love,

Charles

28 Hrite the firet line c¢f the hemding as it

should be slkhart lude pidd
Doay #Sunt Annea 8

GHATE FIVE

i T 2 Rt

Language Guestions Answered Inoorrectlyiesfhe f£1£th grede laaguage

tost consisted of 71 questionse Thirteen gu:stions heve a per osnt of errox

i

20 or more and are presented in Zavle 17. The meen per cont missing each quustion

of

IR &S 2 »s .

Sl S

=

“tih 't.-
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is Sde7e The kighest por cent mlssing cne guesticn 1o 47e7e This occcurred
in gueetion 48 where the accent mark of the word Berces wes o be plucad in
the proper places The range of por cont of error in the three year poriod
is 2945,
Trendsie=(a) Six questions show a ohenge in oné directione wusstion
24 stows a changs from 17 per osut of orrvor in 1436 %o 32 per cent of error
in 1940 Quostione 41 and 42 each have 34 per cent of error in 1938 and ine
oeroase to 5l and 45 per cent respoctively in the year 1:4Ce wuestion 45 Las
the highest per o'nt of error in the table for the thres yearse 7This question
lwe 45 per cent of error.in 1686, remalned the seme in 1&58,-eﬁd inorsased to
48 por osnt in 164C. The greatest dovietion of per cont, (32 psr eent), in
any cf these six questions cocurred in quostion 46, Wusstion 50 hes 14 por
cont of ervor in 1936 and inoreased to 43 per cunt for the yosars 1{88 and
1840e <hs per cent incorrectly answering the romeining soven questions ls ire
regular from year to year,
(b) The means of the incorree’ answers of the thlrteon languag: qu s-
tiong for the thme‘ yoars show an upward tendency from year to years. In
other words lsnpgusg: ability in the 4iree yeer psriod wes the highest in 1436

and incressed in 1088 and 1640,

e T e R T I
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TABLE 17 ~Ueontinusd
Language Questions That VWere .ost |Yoar end Ho.
Frequently Answsred Incorroctly|1936 1638
Pey b
Vant Cant Yreb
50 rirls o o .o o O 14 1% 5548
Thore is &t leest one mistake in
punctuation or capiteligation in
sach of the following sentences.
Corrset the sentences by erossing
out the errors and writing in the
sorreot formse.
52 lhere is dre smiths offics.==com= 31 10 29 2446
54 Please uncle john lend me your
‘\:_'(Lli, 0 9 VD o 8 D D S 9 s ST 0 A OO B D 5 0 25 1() : 1% 34;.3
N 35 37 62 124
M 2B a6 319 S6 8 8367

The incorrect answers of the thirtesn lanpueg: gusstions in Yable 17

ars presented in Teble 18+ The frequency of vach form of Incorrest answers

is sxpressed in per osnts The dominant errors are easily discerncd in ques=

tions 19, 24, 25, and 27, which have 100 p2r cent errore %he error for these

gucstions was made in the sselection of incorrect worde, such as, verb forms,

prepositions, and etecs In question 38 it is seemingly perceived that many of

the fifth grade pupils did not know the synonym ¢f the word construct.

two per cent of the pu.ils missing this question chose the word conform as the

synonyn, while 31 psr cent ochose the word repair,

Placing accent marks in the proper pluce in words wers confusing ia

guestions 41, 42, 44, and 45, iost words carry the scoentuation on the long

S T MRS . ¥ W eoweees
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. 1 4 ) ;
syllables,” that is, the syllebls contalning the vewel ¢f preatsst durae

e

4+ 3 . 8w A1 Skl i T W i A A

vithe in quesiion 4l, Lol vowols ars rolatively loag in the word favorite,
w e o

o A . 0 e 3 . R n i ~ v ) 3 - 1

and te the wbtrained ear cither or both vowsls could be scconted thug there

is & high per eent of error ir acesntlnr ths syllable vor aud the two syllables

.y

£y

fa vers In the word rogular, question 42, thors is ths same conlfusion.
Fortyefour psr esnt of errer ccourred in plecing the ascent mark cn the
vowel u, and 44 per ownt of errvor cocurred in plecing the wnceent mark on
the twe syllables reg snd u. Since the leng syllevle (u) is not strossed,
the short sylleble {reg) reesives the aocevntumtion. For the word SVAPY,
questlion 44, there are two similar vowsls in the first two syllavlow, each

are virtuslly identioel in pronounciation, Tortyseipht per ecent of error

oocurred in the syllable ar nﬁd 38 per cent of orror cecurrsd in the syllables

ov and sre Slunce accentuation is usually found In longer syllables, and
sinve these two syllables are the sems length, the wntrained sar hae great
diffioulty in detecting the amccentuatod sylleble,

Whoen e werd is pronounced by syllebles such es the puplls do when
finding the ecoentuetion, thers is e tendency to ;ive sach vowzl its full
vewsl value especially when the vowsl ir gtending alone in a sylledls, for
ingtence, the word aoross, question 48, was Incorrsotly aceentad by 100

per esnt of the pupils by placing the soocent on ths vowsl a.
Thero s geemingly llttle ear tralning in the fifth grade in distine

guleking the fine shades of difference in proncuncistion between two

similar vowals when combined with different consonuntse
Possessive form of words in questions 46 and 60 are similar in
doginant srror. Vor the words birds and girls the most domi-

M?;L. Gray Burdln, Principles of snglish ‘heoneties (Butler University
Progs, Indianapolis, Indiana, 1936)

Ao e - o

L AR D

s B 8 o8
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nany ervor cecwrred in writine the singular possessivoe Instead of the nlural
possoBs ives e

ihe most frequently occcurring error in punctustion and capitalization
sontences, quwstions 62 and 54, was found in nnetuatione In quostion 52,
84 por esnt of the pusils placed & period &t the end of the sentence instoad
ol & question mark, end 45 psr osnt omitted the apcstrophe in the word Bunlths.e
in guestion U4, €7 per cunt of the puplls missing this question omitted the

oomne after the word R}.eaaey.

TABLE 18

L THE TRIRTEEN HOST FREQUENT INCOHRSOTLY
UESTIONS TN TEY FIFTE GLALR
hr\:_m‘ar Lengusgs Quoestions ﬁ:hut viors losd — Per
of Frequently answered Incorveotly 0
Ques ii 1) 9} b Gont
o3 bior (1) . L&y \v s
In sack of the following sonmteress thers are
two words In parentheses. Lraw w line
through the wrong one and eopy ke correct
one In the blank at the righte
1% Have you {(begun, bevan) to stuldy scliencslwes be gan 10U
24 The money wes divided (between, among) the
Jour mene be twosn 10C
£5 Low meany esme (in, into) the room? o in 1c0
In the blank space after eamch word write ite
r.slu;'&lg
a7 turkey turkles 100
Undsrline the word that is the synonym of
the first word, and place its rnumber in
blaask at the righte.
ki Censtruct (1) conform (8) build (2)
c&“!':"’ (u‘) e ‘ih ;_1' . T T T p———— (}(’t‘ﬁ'}i‘f»!‘-:{ ')‘2
I‘:xpit'll' 3
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TaBLE 18 ~vontinusd

R b e AT S | R R e R

Lenguage “usstions That Dare Uost
Fraquently fnswored Incorrecily

gt

the fellowing llables
Ploce ths aeoe ple s
in cech word,
";‘j f:,’. vor ,E,J(;t,, 0 e e N G S0 A A Ol S D D 4 S S T 0 S D T G U A e
‘12 ‘;_‘\_)&; W 1&{' 20 G A s s Y 0 9 o 05 A 0 VR S ST A A e R 4O 0 SO AV O S
44 oy @y :yr 0 2 T S iy G2 A S O D D R 4 R R e 09 130 D S D 58
"%b Y CE HID S oo ows om n com con o st s e i 0 0 S s e -
in the blank space afteor each of thase words
write ity pesseasive forme
46 ‘_’\irﬂa o 4w s i) - -

60

I &
ne

W/

PR e S O ot <otn o

Trrors

(€4

girls -

Thers is at loast one mismtake in punciuation
cr oapitaligation in sach of the follewing

suantencese Corroct the sontenoes Dy CUrusse
ing out theerrors and writing in the correcct

formns

Whare is dre smiths ofi 108 ewwemrrrocscnnccnn

Plsase wnels fokn lend me vour knéfe,-ewrewe

w

o e o

(— LT L CWCo e

e

o

s B o
+ 2
&
p--
-y
4

bird's
bipd

zirl's

N

girl

;

no Rpostrophe
t) avd

in

smiths

o g v~

no question
mark at end of

BanBenos

please

e i

the word waoele

87
10

86
b ¢

" 6
1)

a7

17

not cepitulized

T

5?\; ‘i FS o W

- asan

S0 & aA A
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GEADE SIX

Tenpun v Questions Auswersd Incorrechlysewthe lsnpuape questions

auswerad Incorreetly by 20 par et or mors of the sirxth orads punils
are shown In Table 19, marked accerdinzly o the ror esut of the group
misalng vach onos The test ccuslistud of 60 questiouss Cight quostions
are includad in the table, The mean per eant missing each gusstlen is
E8e€ which is higher then the weans in grades three and foure The
hizhest per ocont missing ons quostion in the three yoars is 73.5. ihis
egourrsd in question 2 in pleeing parunthesss around he dncorrect pronoun.

The range of per cunt of error la the three ysar period is 5542,
the highest renge recorded in the languaps studye.

Tronds s=-(a) Ro general trend in language ability is noticeable
iu Yable 1%e Unly guestion 20 shows & consistont ohange in one directions
This quostion hes 32 per csnt error in the firet ysar moorded, but in
he year 1928 it decreased to 26 per cent and in the vear 184C to 21 per
centy The per aent 1noerx'~§otly suswering the resmeining sowen Quostions
is irrsgular from year %o ysar, The grestest per cent of evvor in the
table (87 per oent) cecurred in qu%ti‘cm“& in the ysar 16i8, the swellost
per cent of erver in the table (12 per cant, woeurrsd la question 85 in
the year 1040, & difference of 76 per cents

(b) The memns of the incorvect auswers of the ¢ight languag: ou.stions

for tho three yoars are aluost idemtiomls In other words, languege
ability In the %hree ysar period was nigh in 19686, decrvased 1 per cont
in 1988, and inoreesed 1.2 per cunt in 1940,
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The incorrect answers to the eight languege questions in Yavle 19
-

are prescated in

m

Yable 20, ihe frequency of eamch form of tho incorreet enswasrs
is oxpressed in per eente The first sevon languege ¢usstions presented la the
table each haws 10U per cent errors These questions woro santences in which
ons word should have bosn eomitted, The punils wore instructed to nlece

£x Yo 3>
paranthe 387

around the word that should have beon omitied, but laetead thoy

sentence corrvect,. Since there

placed parent gseg nrownd the word that made tho
was a choles of only two words for each sentene ©, only one dominent error oce
curred in esoh guestion.

Yorty-five per c2nt of the purils missing question 25 classificd the

word _ni‘,_;t‘.mas a NoOUNe
' TABLE 20

"Il\ﬂ l INCOREECT ANSWERS OF THW WIGHT MOS7T FEEQUENT
CORRBCTLY AUSWIRED LANGUAGE QUi STILmS IN
THE SIXTH GRATE

T r_....._.,wﬂ..-mm o L R A T R R S % =
Number Language Qusstions That Were Per
of Most ¥requently inswersd Incoriectly Lrrors Cent

Quss tion (1) (2) (3)

In cach of the following sentenoss one werd
should be leoft cut to make the senteonce corvect,
Put parenthesescaround the word that should be
lef't oute

1 You mey cmz havo these pencils if you may can Gan nt the be=

B‘V‘U}"_‘!’\ﬂn t}*M__.‘.w--..--DU“Q—--m—n-—---—'m-‘-—u—-‘-n-———-— .dl[’ ing of the

S antense 100

2 Uncls John tock delen and I me to the ploture
show,. 9 90w - o >t 2 I 100
& ihe oranges were divided smong betwesn Helen
BNLA MRDO T o i i o o i iom o o s o iom sy o o v oo s 0 0 o 0 o i - emong, 10C
8 He signed his name, yours respoctivaly
respsctfully. - —— === Irespectively 1c¢0
7 Your pencil is laying lying on the flcor,e—eee- loying loo

18 The man lay laid down 10 rest,=re=recccoccncon. laid 1¢C

Bli il 1IN AR
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TABIE 20 » Continued

Huaber Language Guestions That Were .ost Por

~of Fraguently Auswered Inoorrsotly Lrrors Cent

Guostionh \1) b (2) 3 (3)
Ay vlease lay lis the book on the table,eewmecccseocm 1ie 100

in the fellowing sentencos soxe words are unders
linecs They are oopisd a4 the right with a
blank spuce after seche After sach word write
hnoun, pronoun, or verb ascord ing %o the way it
i8 uged in the sentence.

ot

Tom and ”s dog wera pla\gin;b in the yurde Tus
had wu s“sck te throwe Tom would throw the

£

stiok, then the doy would geteh 1%t and bring it
back to Icse They ‘played Tor an bour in fron®
of tho housee
38 it . - - o noun 4%
=== verb 24
adverd 3]

T

G IL - quhdiﬁ

s v 9 o B APV

lLenguape Guestions Answered IncorregtlyiweThe langusge questions answorad

Incorrectly vy &0 por cent or more of the seventh grads pupils are shown in Table
2le Ths test consisted of 78 questicnse Iwonty-five questions are included in
the table whioh wesne tlhet ealmost oms third of the questions in the test were an-
sworsd incorvecily by 2C psr cent or more of the seventh yrave pupilse The moun
par coht misslng sech question is 3842, The highest por aont missing one gues=
tion ie 7Tl.6e This coourred in guestion 36e¢ The range of per osnt of error in
tha three year paviod is 51.6e The seventh grade hes a sueller range of per
cent io the three ysar psriod than the sirth grade,

Trendsi=-(a) Thore are six guostions in Teble 21 navin: em upward tene
denoy in per cont of error from yuar to yeare The per ocent of errer in trose

six cveaticns, (ldé, 18, 8, 38, 41, 42/, ls not cousistort vut varies in & great
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degres from ysor to yomr axecopt in queetlion 1de 'The

guestion is 1¢ par cont in 163€,

86 mr cent In 1558

mr eant ol orror
t

in this

s and 33 rer cent in 1940,

Thres guestions, (B4, 64, 71, iu lavle 21 rave & downward tendency iu.

3

{4

per cent of error from year to ysare Tn guestion &5, the per oemt of eorror in

thie yoars lLi0 end 1688 romain constant, but deoruesss in 1040, Kuwsitions 8%

o

and 71 show & downward tendeney In per coent of srror from year to ysar bul the

per cxnis vary in e preat degrese, The per cout incorrectly enswering
maining slxtoen questions s irregular from year to yoers

{v) The means of the incorrect auvswers of the twentye-five lanpuege
guostions for the three yars show a downvard tendency for the {irst twoe yoars
and en increase for the third,
was higk in the year 1836, Ilnorsased in the yosr 1838, end deorsessd in the

yaar 104G,

TABLE 21

) ITY-FIVE HMOGT DIPFICULT SEVERTH GRALZ WESTIONS
Ab THY FieQUENCY OF INCOREKCT ANSTELS ] Ml THRER

YHAR PorIODh,1038, 1€

T —— - T~
P T e T o

Thus, lenguags ability in the three ysar period

Humbe v Language Guestions Yo

and lNoesnf Pupils

a
of That %ere Most Frequently 1638

1668 | 1140

Gung -

tions Van

Answared Inceorrsotly for

Par rar
Cant | Cent

Before vach ¢f the {ollowing seuniences
are twe words or sxpressionse In the
blank space in the sendence, write the
Corroct warde
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Lanpuage Questions
ihat Bore Lo8Y Frequently
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off « off of

ihe iolcles fell Hhe ool smemeos
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icsterduy, Tom
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in nis bed fast

St

In sach of the following sentences
drew one line under the complete sube
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Yhen the poor old men found his
frionds ho want for Joysececesemmesmes

Journey from San Francisco to New
York by wator iz dolizhéfyul,eeecemsces

iu each of the {ellowing senteunces
draw & line under the ocomplete predi-
cates braw ancother line under the
vark or werb phrasee Thus the werd or
verd phruses will have two lines
under it.

The boats were lying at anchor eemw=e=

onildren cams Yo school in the
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TABL: 21 ~ Continued

T o ———

mOa T Language Qusestions iuur and Noeof {iflld Fer vent
y 15y e Bl s N . I 2 " WAL R P, g ]
» ihat vere Most Freguently 193¢ 1608 G40 of Brror
answerod Ineorreotly iﬁ? ver Fer in the &
i »""x A ‘.\"U}&t weut Gent b § Ceb'@Or .:.G‘.l
~ach of the followinyz words is diviée
r.-d .’m,uo syllavles, Place an acocunt
: aftwey the syll&CIw in emeh word
t should be accentade If more
syllaules in e word should Le
navk only the one that ro=
u heavier accent,.
2 85p A rafy ees-w P4 o4 11 A4
_:’; aa dr 8 1 AT S S GRT S P S S e T N A WS 1 Y 0 €90 B S UE :’J i ;"t‘;_‘ i’,:_.i;-
J:‘:’ a 3. ’%‘ ’T'ﬁ o w2 ;j'é :L 15/ :f?.u

The underlinsd words in those senw
tonioes are placsd at the right with a
blank space after vauch. In the blenk
write the part of spesch of that word
ag it is used in the mant»noe.
The thistle is the aa ui.cmal emblem of
Seotiand, Unce e Denish soldier
stovped on & thistle and made sush a
o g
very loud ory that the Soots heerds
Jhey drove the Lenes from their

B e N S
f‘.’:b‘iﬂ‘tﬂ'ya

87 hational 28 8 28 20

- ary 43 16 19 25,3

68 from - - 13 2l 21e8

el
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P

vorreet the errcrs in punotuation and
oapitaligation in the wllouinp; 8oN«
tunces e

37 Hre rardasr lives at 239 seventh
{;%;I‘-;Qeﬁ;—n- e 40n 50 B 6: L 7 20
& Lo said the tesoher you cent go.=e==- | 5§ 17 a8 30
" "
6 "John," asked Tom did you find my

halley wwew o e a3 19 11 Ei el

U When 1 was in new yvork 1 saw the eme _
pire stete Lullding,mwemswvocoommmees | G5 € 28 T |

71 will w\ 7o hem with ne Invited

Sloancy T e -on I 4% ;| 1% 14 26
N Gd 486 42 12¢
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In Table €2 arc listed the wost deminent lncorrect answers of
tho languags questions from Table 21 end the raguency of sach form of
incorrect anewers axpressed in per conte Ths Civet six ques tiona in
the table each have 100 psr cent errors Ihose quastiens rave words or
exprogsions writteon before them and the pupils were 40 choose ths sore
rect word eor sxpression and write 1t in the blank spees +hat &DPORred
in the sentenoess Ons hundred per cent of the pupils who missed thom
wroto the incorreot word or cxpression in the blenk space in the gentenooc.

“uestions 94, Ub, eud U6 were seuteuces in which the pupila W re
insuructed to draw @ line under the complo%e subleot and enother live
uncor the siapls subjects In question o4 tav dominent error coourred
in th failwoe te inolu‘da the word stroet es part of bue simple subjeot,
Btreat var. The dominent errer occurring in question 355 was inoluding

the word when in the complets subjeoty the poor cld mau.,. veventy=tiree

per aocnt error ococwrred in queection 86 i falluwe to underline the come

vlete subjeot, & Journoy by waters

In quéations 38, 3¢, 40, end 42 the pu ile wore lnst-uobed to
draw a line under the complets predieste and sncther line upder the
verh or verb phrsses The dominant error ceeuvrring in these guestions
wes the fallure o underline sll of the cowmplste predicete. In sous
of the sentenoces the complete wverd ohrese was not underlined.

Placing acosnt marks in the proper plece in words were difficult
in three quostions in Table £le In question 652 the acceutuation was
pleced on the syllable rate, probably because the pupils failad.to proe
nownes wm a8 & word in its entirviye. Whus, ratw --- continuing

the vowsl of greatest duratios when proucunced ms a syllable e=-- was



]
strissede In ossuel provuncistion this last syllable is stregsed, this
may alse bie & reason for purils Yo acoont it.

In the word ﬁ.d.m" question 63, 10C per cunt of the pupils mise
sing this question placed the socent on the iirst syllable ade It ssoms
trat popular prenunciation of this word would indicate whe ‘esis for
the error,

The dominent errvor in qguestion 55 is aomewhnﬁ diffioult to dotere
nines There is & tondeney in Amsriosn epesch to accentusts the first
syllable in many wordse However, in proncuneing tho word by syllabloes
prenevmesd in ite entirety, The first svlleble (d1) when stending alone
is di, with the 1 as in ite But when %this eyllable aprears in ths word
divideg!, the di 1s proncuncod dulie

Fifty-seven psr oent of the punils missing question 57 elassifiua
the word M 68 ussc in the sontonee a8 & nwoune [inetyetwo por
oont of the purlls missing question 63 classified the word ory as used
in the suntence as & verb, Thirty~five per cent of the purils that
nigsed question 66 olassifisd the word from as @& verb und un mdverb,

The most dosinant errcr in guestion €7 was the feilure to capie
talize the initial lettsr of the word sbreste In questions 68 end 69
the deminant srror wes the omissicn of Quetation markse In question V¢

|

the dominent error was in ths fallure %o capitaulize the initial lotter

of the word bullding, ~Seventyethree per eent of the pupils missing
guestion 71 omitbted the question mark after the word nee

1 3 iI3TRE R g

3 ran §ii3gld
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TABLE 22 = Continued

Number
of
Question

Language Questicns That Were uost
Frequently Answored Incorrectly

(1)

Syror

Pey
Cent

. (2) {(s)

oz o

LeLe]

38

89

40

A Jjourney from Sen Franecisco to New York
by water is delightful.

In seach of the following esentences draw

2 line under the complete precdiecate. Drew
anothsr lins under the wvarb or verb
phrase. thus the verb or verb phrase will
have two lines under it.

The beats wers lying at enchor.m=e-weewen

The c¢hildren came to school in the

B RO L g w0 o 20 o t0 20000 w0 0 o o 0 00 v s s R

poor old

man found his
Triends he wapt
for jgy.-_----a-—-—

When the

A journey from Sexs

¥ranclisco to New
York by water is
dalightiul o meemee-

A journey from San

Francisco to New

York by watsr ls

dalightind e mem—m—-=

The boats were lying

a‘L m.lcl".()*.’ v e e 0 i s o)

The boats were 1ging
at anchor,=e=ewe=e=e

The boats were
lying at anchor, ~e-

[ty

The children omme to
school in ths storme=

came to
Bkt B
o

gstorm

hool in the

VWhers shall we

leave ocur coats and hals ! -«|ihe

shall we lsave

nieye

our coats ﬁngm"

e e e e

Where shall we JL,'::LY_k_}_
our conts and hats?

510
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language Questicns That Vere Lost
Frequontly sAnswersé Incorreagtly Brrors
(1) (2)
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conjune bilonewoememns
Correot the errors in punstuation and

sapitalization in the following sonteices

87 fire gardunar lives at 239 sevonth street.-|street not cepital-
lgudea

&8 o erid the trachor, you cant pCewvweees lno quotation ¥
ﬁltur the word noo-

Lo quotation marks
'\ Qu onn y t L v o i e i o 00

s srmeonreiimeroiisat

o w ” b . ) oy

&% Jobn,” asked Ton, did you find ay ac quotatlion marks
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GRADE = IGHT

Language Questions Answered Incorrectlys--inswsrs to language

quustions in the 1937 tosts were tabulated in the eighth grade since

the 1036 Yssts could not be obtainede The language quostions answersd
incorraetly by 20 per cent or more of the eighth grade pupils are shown
in Table 28+ The test consisted of BY guestions. Sixtesn oi the ques-
tions in the test were answered incorrsctly by 2C per cent or mors of

the eighth grade pupils. 7The msan por csat missing ovech guestion is 33.%e
The higheost per cont missing one question is 68, This cecurred in guos=
tion J36e The renge of per eont of error in the three vear pariod is

4648,

Trends:--(a) There ars four qustions in Tahble 23 which show a
chenge in one dirmction, baoch of these four questions oecur under the
classification of personal pronounse Question 3¢ has the highest per
cent in the three years but show: e downward tendoney in per cent each
veare Question 38 has 42 per cent error in 1837 and decrcascs to 1¢ per
cent of error in 19638 and 1940, Question 40 and 41 also show a downward
tendency in per cent of error from ysar to yeare The per eent incorrsotly
angsworing the remaining twelve gquestions is irrepular from year to y.ar.
Only in questions 60, 61, and 62 dia the psr cont of error in 1630 ex=-
ceed the other two years.

(b) The means of the incorrect enswers of the sixteen language
questions for the three ysars show & downward tendency for the first
two years and inorsases in ths thirde In other words, lenguers abillty

was low in the year 1837, increased in 1038, and decresssd in 1940,
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The incorrsct answers %o the sixtesn langua ze Guestions iy

Table 28 are presonted in Teble 24, The frequanoy of ench form of the

incorresot answers is expressed in per csnte The first foup questions in
i - Rands Lt

the teble are on parte of speechs The most dominent error in thie . —
- Al 4 5 -

fication was classifying the word yory as an adjective,

There are $ix questions on personal pronouns and the preatsst per

cent of error cecurred in guestion 36 in +his Eroups In this question

the word my wes seloctsd from the example sentence by 59 per cent of the
pupils missing the question. This error caused coufusion in dotermining

the other personal pronouns for the following five qusstions,

Soventy~five per cont of the pupils missing question 49 gave the

plurel of the weord man-servant as meneserverts,

I question 60 the uaderlined words in ths sentonc. was classificq

ag ¢ clauso instead of a phrese end in cusstion 61 the part of speach
of the phrese in question €0 was classificd es & noun by 40 per eent of

the pupilse In question 62 the underlined words in +he santsnce was
classified as a phrase instead of a clausc,

The tenss of the wverb in question 70 had a 62 per ocent dominant
errer while question 72 had a 63 per ceat dowinant errore Aach doninent

error in both questions was imcorreetly answercd as past tense,
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TABLE 24
DOMINANT INCORR:CT AuSWENS OF THR SIX

INCURKECTLY ANSWEERED LANGUAGH
BIGHTH GRADE

l (F;ll VIO ,,\ T

£ M

OI S IN THE

5 f
,... ]
—

Number | Language WQuestions Thet Were lost
of Fraquently Answerad Incn cctly Brrors
Question (1) , (2)
In tho following sentsnces soms words
ere underlineds These words are in the
column at the right., After sach word
in this column, write its part of
spzech as it is used in the sentence,
The new automobile goes rapidly over
the pavements Turn the cormers care-
fully or you may upset. it is vory
hard to drive in Leavy trafiice
Jl l"\‘.x;,;.{,e‘.',';ly - . s - G - - - o - ad‘,,ctive 5$
vorb 32
12 over s 4 e S adve rh 46
vorb &2
adjoctive 13
17 upse o . o 3 e o O noun 4C
advarb
adjective 18
18 vory T adjoctive 88
Thers are eight personal proncuns used
Irn the fellowing sentsnces, In the
colwmn at the right, write them in
order that they occur in the sentences
and aitor sach ons write firei, sscond
ird to show the person of that
The sxample is amrked core-
He hes my booke hee=wthird
This is one of yourse She will pgive
him his peneile Our house is open to
you and %o theme
30’ - O T T S W '.‘n.l,,'-i' irs t 5;
this-f'irst 7
yours=seoond 4
shis=-gsoond 6
yours~tiird | 6
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SUMMARY

In this chapter the mos%t frequently inocorrsct answors %o len SR D
questions snd their dominant incorrect answers sre shown in tablese The
langue @ guestions were seleoted at random by & memboer of the Collepge of
sducation faculty end csnnot be chocked egeingt & mors widely s2stablishad
norm for the examination.

"he number of Guostlons that were answered inoorractly by 20 por
eont or mors of dhe purils vary in each grade and ers as followssy “ighlesn
ques tionas out of 82 cocurrsd in grade three, £ questicns out of 37 in
prads four, 18 questions out of 71 iIn grado five, © que:tions out of BC
in grade six, &b questions out of 78 in grade seveu, end 18 guosticus out
of &% in grade sighte

The par cont of tne pupils incerrectly answering these ques tious
durins tha three year prricd shows an upeerd trend in six questicns in
:-z'f.'zxd‘a ive end savene & dovnward trvend cocurs in one question in grade
four and six, three gusstions in grade seven and four guestions in grade
Glzhte

Unly in the [ifth grade tests did the lengueys ability duorease
from ysar to yoare In the sixth grade languege ability veried only &
1ittle over 1 psr cent in the three year poricde Other memﬁ of per oonts
in the pgrades are irregular from ysar to yoar,

The grestest rangs of per cent of orrer, .0, in the thrse yesr
vordod veourred ln grade elght, while tho smellest range of por ocunt oc=
currsd in grade threse

baoh prade in the lenzuage tests hes diffsront types of gusstions
and no one clessificetion can bo determined in all of the gredeses

« U8
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HAPTER IV

| GONCLUS TONS

Misspulled Vordsseeihe words that were mispslled by 20 per cont

or more of thu pupils and their dominent misspellincs are showsn in tabloe

and will oot be repsatad heres

irundss  le Thirteen words bucame more diffieult from vear to

e

yoar and are s followe: The word begear in grade thres,

hor-ow and program In grade fcur, comfertavle In grade filve,
S S T ST I P

Chinsso in grade six, 7017111 in prade sever, and millinery,

v ————

lisutenant, edventugsous, veloencss, sabroldery, and slfelfa

in grads cight,

e b wiords decrvased in diffieuvlty in any ol thy grades over

be

the five year periode

Spolling abllity deorcssed from yeer te year only iu the
aighth grades.

Spelling abllity wes the highest in the yser 1936 in the
five year pericd exocept in the [ifth grade whers the yoar

1240 exoceaded the year 1636,

iominent ¥rrorg: 1. The most dominent types ci errors for Lo

2o

words in the spelling test mara the omission of latters and
the substitution of letters,.
The addition of letters is the nort most provalest type of

(09)
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errors in the spelling tests of all ks zrades studiod,

Je Homonyme couvss mors diffieulty in grade thwree than in euv
other greadee

4e liomonyms and tramsposition of lotters ere the loast pravalont
of the types of erccrs in the s;0lling tests,

e The omission of letters as a type of ﬂpslliyg GIPOr COCUrS
most frequently in gradsus threo, four, and Yive,

Ge The substitution of letters as a typs of error in spelling

ocsours most frequently in grades six, seven, and =ight.

&

CLUAGE

e

Lanpuars Gwesticns Aiewsred Incorreetly:s--The lansusg. quesbions

trat wers auswersd incorreetly by 20 per cent or move of the pupils and

Whelr coninent iooorrect suswers ars shown in tables end will not be roe
peated here.

Irands == Twslve qusstions beoem® amor. difficult frem yoar to
vear and ars as follows: Questions 24, 41, 42, 456, 46, snd
5C in the fifth grade, and qwstions 14, 16, 36, &b, 41, eud
42 in the sevonth graede.

2o ight questlons decromsed in per ount of error in the three
yuar poriod end are es follows: Question 20 in grade four,
3¢ in grade six, Bb, 6%, end 71 in grade seven and guestions
36, ¥6, 40, and 4] in grads aight,

e language abllity deorsusscd from ysar to yvar ouly in the

Tifth grade.
4o lanpuagy ebllity was the low2st in the year 1636 in the three

year periode




T
S¢ Languege abllity was the highest in the ysar 1038 in the
three yeear period,.

Lominant srrorss--l, The language tests havs nc ons connon

error for all ths grades.

2e¢ The owlssion oif pusctuaticn is a dominent error in grades
three, four, five, and saven.

s Questions in which a choiece of two words or oxprassions oc-
curred were most frequently answered incorreetly in grud s
four, fiwe, six, and seven. The pupils in these grades chose
the incorreet word or expression,

4, Syllables of words to be eccsnbed cceurred in grades five and
sovons 4he domiument error was in placing the scoent on the
louger syllable,

Es Questions on parts of spesch bagan in grades six, and con-
tinuved through grades seven and oizht, The dominant error
in these questlons was olassifying words that are proncuns
as adverbs, verbs as nouns, and adverbs as adjectives.

Ge The fourth grade sesms %0 have sxperienc;d the leest diflficulty

in poth btypes of sxaminations,
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TALLE 1 = Continued

N R S DR T s g R R et e S TS et

4 Yoeay end Nuaber of Puplls

1686 | 1887 | 1o%E 1640
Vords ' N=20 =48 By 7 TN

Fer Pey Per rer
wint Cant Cunt Cant

b 17 1¢ 8 16

16 o4 b¢ g4 ¥

41, HBUN oeounsonvsvoncoecesvnss ¢ O 4] 9 (¥
4E rabbit cescsesssccevese ¥ 21 1@ 15 12
T DOunet sswceessecvnevene 46 517} 6o 51 &

44 OENBOY sec0evecsvtsscsnnne ¢ 18 %7 1 &
49e SATUDN svoveesccsesnsnas @0 ue &6 46 41
G3e USCHING ssvecwecssesccsse C 2 12 i1 6
L7 ,u.-.i‘u VDIV IVNOIOOOVBRARY C ic il L¥] [¢]
48a 5:0‘1&!}1 I EEE E R NI BRIy e {)ﬂ d?a 5¢ T0
4% &r‘;&;&\ CPOBOVELOEVORIUR Y 20 6 ol G &
50e Caloll cevswscccasssconsn & S0 &¢ 24 2%

liotes Tebl. 1 siould be rend as follows: The word write wes misr-nelled
by ¢ per cant of 20 puplls in 1986, $C per cunt of 46 pupils in 1087, 29 por
oou% ol 47 pupils in 1638, 17 per oent ol 40 puplls in 1038, and 27 por cont
of 48 pupils In 1940. Other tables of misspelled words are yead in o sinilar
MO0 Ve
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Grade

SPELLING TEST

Directions: The examiner will pronounce the word,use it in a sentence, then

pronounce it again. You are to write the words on the numbered lines below

Tig; 26
- 274
Ba 28.
4, 29,
5. 30.
6. 1.
% B2.
8. 5%
9 34.
10 35.
11, 36.
12, 37,
18, 38.
14, 39.
15. a0,
16. . N 41
17 42.
18, 484
19. 44,
20. 45,
Al 46.
2. a7,
e -

23, 48.
24, 49,
25. 50.

Total number right
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Third Grade Page 1
LANGUAGE TEST

There are 65 questions in this language test. Try to do all of them.
Follow the directions carefully. Before each of these sentences are two words.,
Fill the blank in the sentence with the right word, The first sentence is marked

for youe. : '

la, did -~ done I have done some hard tests.

le was == were They excused from schrola

2¢ know == 10 There are girls in this «lasse
Be come == coame I ____ __ here on a bus.

4e blew -- blown The tree was overs

S5« aren't =~ isn't _ your mother coming?

B¢ saw ~- seen Have you my pencil?

7« broken =-- broke The chair has been

8s 15 == are The books olds

9 went -- gone The puvnils through the halls’
10s 8 == an A melen is larger than orangee

11-15, Place the commas, periods, and question marks where they should be in
this letter:

Dear Uncle John
What are you doing today- T wish you were with

me We could go to the airport and watch the mail plane come in
Come soon and we will go
Your nephew
Jim

16=-25 After each of these sentences write the countraction that could be used
for the underlined words in the sentences The first is done for you.

1684 I am not going to the party. I'm
16. Wlere you not going to school?
17, He does mot live in that house.
‘183 The man could not bring his dogs

19, There is my brother.

1]

20¢ Jin can not come to schools

{Co to the next page)



Third Grade

Page 2
LANGUACE TESY
2le Who will lend mo o book?

B e e e

22+ You should not waste your time,

23» He did not walk far, s

24 There is no place to g0

26« Thoy have not been hore.

Below are some groups of words that “ell who,
tell who, put a "1" before thome
If thoy tell where, put a "3"

when, or where, If the words
If they tell when, put a "2" before theme
before themse fThe first ones arc marked for yous

1 all the familys

2 tomorrow night.
S under the chair.
G over the river. 52+ ____ across the pond.
274 fricmnds and neighbors, 33e boehind thc barn.
28, day after tomorrow. B4s ___ sons and daughterss
29, wnele and aunt. 85 en and wonmens
504 before Christmas. 56 last Tuesday.
| he kitchen.
; 81, many peoplee. 37 in the k nen
| 28, too late to go.

o i et it

Some capital lutters arc needed in this story. Cross out th?.sm?lg»%cﬁz;rﬁuu
that ape wrong and write the capitals above thome Tho first ono is markec YOle

594 48, #nce we went to chicagos mothcr and betly wente father was with us
and my uncle bobs I rode on the train. 1t was a big four traine
I wont to go again in july.

as 1t is aY G 3¢ y b
Copy this poem on the blank lincs below oxactly s *“1fhth§§§;osi( Dt
Put 11 the capital letters and punctuation marks in tho righ :

come feiry-foot and sparklo-oyes
i come finewoar bob and bun
 they gathored round in wild surpriso

but glad of any fun
19

°

S e . St BT 41 s

v s o el

51,

52,

o o o (o




Fourth Grade

P(. e 8
6g agoe 5

LANGUAGE TREST

There are 37 questions in this language tests Try to do all of them,

Follow the directions carefully. Put tho correct mark after each of these
sentences, and in the blank space write statement or guestion to tell which it

ise

Be sure to do two things, The first semtence is marked Tor YOUe

laes The baby fell off the bed, statemont

Loe
Ze
Se

4

TMoere is my hat

The peneil rolled on,the floor

e — e ——

Mary broughther lunch

e —— A L

Whose house 1s on fire

54 There did you get your bock L
e The men were digging a ditch
7o The girls cooked the dinner .
8s "hich test do you like best .
94 Ilave you finished your work T
10s Betby has gone home
Choose the correct word from those listed before each sentoance and write
it on the blanke The first one is marked as it should be,
llae blew == blown The tree was _blown  downe
1lle come == came A train_qu¢w-¢MN. in lates
124 tail ~- tale He was telling a long e
134 there == their oo house was on firocg
14, fell «= Pfallen The kite lay where it had_*____‘.‘_)
154 to == Loo -= two Is it . lote to go?
16ecan == may ' Mother, I go to the party?
17s run == ran We as fast as we oould,
e
18y ate == sat The bOY_***J~’~_F_ his dinmers
19 was ==~ were There ___~ money in the box.
20¢ did ==~ done I have my worka

GO O TO THE WELT DPAGE



Fourth Grade o5 Papge 6

LANGUAGE TEST

21, there <~ their Over is a fine tree.

22+ are == is The doors open.

23, may == can you 1lift this box?

24, threw -- thrown The man was from the car.
25, is == are Games fun at recess,

This letter contains some errors. Read it, and then answer the questions
about it. Write the answers in the blanks after the questions.

Elkhart, Ind
December 27 1936

Dear aunt anna

Thank you for my christmas presents, I %ike the book about
George Washington did you read it too I 1like my skates and so
dges bill,

Come to see me soon.

With much love,
Charles

26, Write the first line of the heading as it should be

27+ Write the date correctly

28, What words in the greeting should have capital letters?

29, What mark should follow the greeting?

30, What name of a holiday should have a capital letter?

3l. What word should be followed by a period?

32 What word should be followed by a question mark?

33. What name should heve a capital letter?

34, What mark would you use to end the letter?

35¢ What is the sipgnature?

366 After what word would you put a comma?

37s What word in the message should have a capital?

STOP: Do not do any more until you are told to do so.

Lanpuage Test: Number right




Fifth Grade LANGUAGE TEST

Follow the directions carefully.

two
one

Page 9

There are 71 questions in this language test. Try to do all of them.

words in parentheses.

Exmmple s Birds (%8, are) making their nests.

le

2'

34

4e

16.

17

18.

19

20.

Ha%e you ( saw, seen ) Mary this morning?
John has [ wenb, gone ) home &
Who ( did, done ) all that work?
From the sky ( come, came ) the rain
I have ( wrote, written ) a letter to my mother
Is this what you ( did, domne ) ?
Tom was surprised, ( was, were ) you?
There ( was, were ) no buds on the tree.
My father {( don't, doesn't ) have a car
( Ain*t, Isn't ) this your book?
He is ( a, an ) honest man.
Will the teacher ( ieave, let ) us go?
The Pilprims made ( their, there ) own candles
( Can, May ) T borrow your umbrella?
My bicycle is ( broke, broken ).
Have you come for ( Your, you're ) lesson?
Mother birds ( learn, teach ) their young to fly.
Can you ( here, hear ) the bells ringing?
Have you ( begun, began ) to study science?
The flower is losing ( it's, its ) petals
I climbed ( in, into ) the car.
( Ain't, Aren't ) you going to the circus?
My little sister reads very ( pood, well ).
The money was divided ( between, among ) the four men

How many came ( in, into ) the room?
GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE

In each of the following sentences there are

’ Draw a line through the wrong one and copy the correct
in the blank at the right. The example is marked for you.

arc

l

D
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Fifth Grade

In tho blank
The example is done

Example:

264 mouse
27+ turkey
284 peach
294 berry

05 @y

w In each question be
ord, and place its numb

388 pretty

36+ answer

374 brole

2
384 construct

39+ startle

40, flee

The fOllOWiDm
Proper nlaco

4d1lg, qon' tist
4ie fa vor
42, reg u lar

In the blank space af
Tho example 1s done ¢

Fxemple:

P

48, birds

47, children

48, teacher

space after each of thes

hen

(1) sad
(1) demand (2) mako
(1) crushed
(1) conform
(1) move

(1) run

ite

uncle

1o
er in the bl

woyds are

in ouch grorde

95

LANGUACE TEST

correctlye

hens
S A

i ————

—————"

(2) groat

(2) straighten

(2) hop

orractlye

T S

(2) build

¢ underline the wor
ank atb the

(2) brought

, written in syllablose
The first one is

ter ocach of these WO

Page 1le

¢ words write its plurals

31, desk

[ —
320 sky _ —
33, knife
Y/ fOOt
25, child

(3) beautiful
(%) talk

(3) bent

(%) carry

(3) alarm

(3) fly

A%, chim 18y
44, ov or ¥

45, o CYOSS

496 Sam
50e girls

5le pupil

Go ON TO THE NBXT PAGE

placo tho a
markod correctlye

rds write its pos

d that is the symonym of the
- righte. The first one

(4) strong
(4) reply
(&) dropped
(4) repair
(4) sesmper

(4) trot

is mar

first
ked correct]

3

ccent mark in the

scssive forme
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Fifth Grade LANGUAGE TEST Page 11
There is at leoast one mistake in punctuation or capitalization in each of
the following sentences. Correct the sentences by crossing out the errors and

writing in the correct forms. All the misbtalkes in a sentence must be corrected
for the sentence to be counted correct. The example will show you how to mark them.

. C
Examples Don't you spend ﬁhristmas in the country?
52 Where is dr. smiths office.
53, I writé words, sentences and paragraphs.
54, Pleasec uncle john lend me your knife.
55, mr snd mrs. adams came to visit our scheol,
56. The shortest month of the yeor is february.
57, isnt that a wonderful rainbow,
58, She and alice havent tried to bake a cake mary.
59, We drove to marion peru rochester and logansport,
60+ the chinese poodle had ‘a quarrel with the watchdog.
61. whose books are these Jim's or Joe's.
Some of these groups of words are sentences and some are note. If the words
make a sentence, write statement or question in the blank space to show what
kind of sentence it is. If 1t is not a sentence, place a eross (X) in the blank

spaces The punctuation marks have been left out. The examples are marked
correctly.

Exemples: Who is there? question
Paper in the yord. b 4

62. Far away in another country.

634 Can you run.

64, Tom and I are pals

65+ There are my new skates,

66+ These leaves fresh and green,

67. The winter surely is over.

68. Tomorrow to go to the fair,

69, Pudding trees may be seen.

70+ The streets are kept clean,

7). Where do we go from here.
STOP: DO NOT DO ANY MORE UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO DOU.
Language Test: Number right
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LANGUAGE TEST

Sixzth Grade

There are 80 gquestions in this lenguage test., Try to do all
the directions carefully. In each of the following sentences one
left out to make the sentence corrects Put parentheses around the
he left out, The first one is marked for you.
1a., Birds make (thers) their nests in trees.

l. You may can have these pencils if you may can sharpen them.
2. Uncle John took Helen and T me to the plcture show.

3« The oranges were divided among between Holen and Mobel,
4. Throw coal in into the furnsce.

5« Where hos my brother went gone?

6. Teo signed his nams, yours respectively respectfully.
Telour pencil is laying lying on the floor.

8+ Do mot talk too two fast.

P Yesterday T began begun work al noon.

10+ Charles don't doesn't like to worke

1l. Charles, don't doesn't do thatl

124 My mother will leave let me po.

13, The ball was threw thrown over the garape.

14+ Father, may can I drive your car?

15, The children waited too two long hours.

1€. The man lay 1laid down to rest.

17, Will you give the children their there dinner?

When will you teach learn me to play tennis?

Come in, and sit set in my new chair.

20. Please lay lie the hook on the table,
There are eight words listed below. Copy them in the blanks

Page 1

of them. Follow
word should be
word that should

in ths order

in which they would be found in the dictionary. Place om the first line the one
that would come first in the dictionary, the second one next, and so on.

deinty 21, 25,

delve

dare 28 26.

daisy

dumb 23, 2%

dear ' e - T
dorling 24, 28.

ditty

Go on to next page
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Sixth Grade
TLANGUAGE TEST

They are copied at

In the following sentences some words are underlined.
pronoun,

the right with a blanlk space after each. After each word write noun,
or verb according to the Way it is used in the sentence.

Tom and his dog were playing 29. his 34, catch
in the yard. They had a stick to 30. yard 3541t
throw. Tom would throw the stick, Zl.they 3G.Tom
then the dog would catch it and 32.stick 37.hour

33.throw 38.house

bring if'bmck to Tome They played

Por ap hour in front of the house .

in the blank space after it.

Write the plural of each word
39, loaf 42. branch
40, woman 43, potato
44, ¥king

41, cherry
form of each word in the blank space after ite

Write the possessive

48, kitten

45, Doris
46, fairy 49, bhabies
47, author 50, citizen N e

ne under the simple subject,

ne 1i
lude the entire verb

Be sure to inc
d corraectly.

In each of the following sentences draw o
end two lines under the verb or verb phraso.
phrase if there is onee The example is marke

ging from the ground.

Example: Tiny green shouts are springing
S g - e e ab——

51, Two men were COMINE down the river in & boat.
52, We have finished our breaklosts
53. An old, old man ceme to the door.
54, T received a nice box of oranges.
55, This grepe fruit is nice and sweebe
very daye

56, The boy scouts do xind deeds e
co ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.
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Sixt
ixth Grade Page 3
IANGUAGE TEST

the complete subjeot

In each of the following sentences draw one line under
marked correctlys

and two lines under the complete predicate. The example is

pringing from the ground.

Exemple: Tiny green shoots are s

bear growled frightfullys

57. The big, grizzly

58. My cousin Charles has some new skates.

59, Tittle “ary Davis can 1ift o heavy chairs

60, Up among +the branches lives & 1ittio squirrel.

61. T shall not wait for Mary.

62. You must follow directions carefullys

oups of words are sentences and some are not. Select
(x) in the blank space before

Some of the following &r
been omitted.

the ones that are not sentences and prace & Cross
lete sentences.The punctuation has

each.Do nothing to the compP
i, Never again

63 - 70 a. Then were you here

b, Cedars and pines in je Do not eross the stroet
the yerd

c. Two and twenty bleck  __ k. The rain came down in torrents
birds

d, Over and over rolling 1. The children slept
along

6., Come to me, Jane m. Step by step he goes

B "He, ha," said the man n. The baby crisd

Zo Bells ringing, boys 0. All over the house

singing ]
These sentences 8re oasy

h. What & wonderful sunset Pe
wing sentences contains ONe re errors in capitaliz-
Gorrect each error by erossing out the jncorrect form

4 correctlye All the

The exemple is marke
the sentence to be counted correct.

or mo

Bach of the follo
ation or punctuation.
and writing the aorrection above ite
mistakes in a senternce must be corrected for

C R
Examples ﬁharles and fobert go to school

71+ No Thomas you aTe not to go home with willioms

11 pretty asked Marys

72, Isnt my do
ane?

73, When can you bring your pen ink paper and book J
74, Last friday I forgot to make my map of indiana.

was done so the boys olub mete.

75, The days work
0 ON TO THE NEXT PAGE

G
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LANGUAGE TEST

Simth Grade
~yonps of words thers is one word that does not
hout the game or be the same kind of words.

111 mean ¢
1 not be there. *he first is marked for you.

77. spenk

atbock

76, soueal

serecch

-

soar 1t noot sey

S dBsk ery remark
Boll pesert

80. asked

79 oy K
tnil

78e scave
terrify
tumbhle
alarm
Prighten

Lanminpe tests



Seventh Grade 101 Page 16.
LANGUAGE TEST

There are 78 questions in this languago tests Try to do all of them.
Follow the directions carefully. Before each of ths following sentences
are two words or expressions. In the blank space in the sentence, write the
correct worde The first one is marked correctlye.

la, who's = whose Whose  turn is it to ride?

le than - from My coat is different __ yourse

2. between - among The ice crecam was divided five boyse
3e in =~ into We went the museum and lcoked at the curios

the cases,

4, plain = plane The paper is what I wante

5¢ its = it's The dog has lost __ bone.

6« can = can't i __hardly hear yous

7e any - no The man hasn't _~~ ~ moneye

8. ate - caten When we have ~ we will goe

9. lay =~ lie Let the dog _on the [loor.

10 done = did I my words in two minutose

1ll. sit = sct ______ your chair over horee
12. 1ts = it's ______ almost time to go homo.

13, don't = doesn't He  want to be the last to finish.
lde off =~ off of The icicles fell the roofe

15¢ in = into He plunged the water.

16+ lay = laid Yestorday, Tom _in his bed fast aslcepe
17. between = among Keep the secret _you and 1ce

18. this = these Do you &Rk@__‘”_____mm'kind of test?

19 sit = set . on the front seat, Mary.

20e given = gave Robert has his marbles to Johne

Some of the following groups of words arc sentencos and some are note If the
group of words is a sentenco, write declarative or intcrrogative after it, accord-
ing to the kind of sentencc it ise 1If it is not a complete sontonce, place a
cross (X) after ite The punctuation has been omittede The examples are markecd

correctlye _
Examples: Frogs live in pondse Declarative
Some beautiful flowcrss e

91, Tumbling from the gliding sled.

G0 ON TG THE NiXT PAGE.



Seventh Grade 102
Page 10

LANGUAGE TEST

22s MWonderful pictures were scens

23e Who shall judge of my ability.

244 Hours and hours spent writinge

254 All the snow has left the hillsides.

26s As we were sailing along in our boatb.

27« Does that darle clond portend storms

284 Mose car went over the cliff, L
29 lusic, beautiful music surrounds me. P
Bon'ﬂhon.the mists have cleared away,
3le The sailor set his compass by the stars.
326 How can I hope to do more than I have done, .
In cach of the following senbences draw one lins under the complete subject

and another line under the simple subjects Thus the simple subject will have two
lines under ite The first one is marked correctly,

33ae lany delicious oranges ccme from Floridas

33¢ My 1little brother cut his nand very badlye
34, Suddenly the crowded stroect car stoppeds
35, Then the poor old man found his Ffriends ho wept for joye
56s A journey from San Francisco to New York by water is delightful,
37s Many interesbting old books are in our librarye.
In each of the following sentences draw a line under the complote predicate.
Draw anobther line under the verb or verb phrasee Thus the verb or wverb phrase

will have two lines under ite The first one is marked corroctlys

38ae Down the street marched the banda

[O—

) mn,

38« The boats were lying at amchors

396 The children came to school in tho storme

404 Vhere shall we leave wour coats and hats?

4le Farmers are plowing for thelr spring planting.

426 Will some one l&nd me a penc???

]
s
N?

(@]
=
%
o
=3
£
ra
= |
d
1o
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=
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Seventh Grade
103 Page 11

LANGUAGE TEST
Arrange the following words as they would be found in the dictionary. Write

on the first line the one that would come first in the dictionary, the second on
the next, and so on.

dreadful 4%, A7,
dangerous b e
delighted 4.4, 48,

doubtful = e
different 45, 49,

designed

decision 46, 50,

diligent S

Each of the following words is divided into syllables. Place an accont mark
after the syllable in ench word that should o accemteds If more than one
syllable in a word should be accented, mark only the ome that receives the
heavier accentes The first one is .arked correctly.

5la. his!' to ry 54+ cor rect ly
5le rev o 1lu +tion D5e di vid ed
52¢ sep a rate 56 pro nun eci a tion

b3s ad dress

The underlined words in these scntences are placed at the right with a blank
space after eachs In the blank write the part of speech of that word as it is
sed in the scntences The first one is marked for you.

B7ae thistle noun
The thistle is the national emblem 87 "ahlonal_ e
of Scotlande Onece a Danish soldior 58, of B
sbenued on a thistle and made suoh a 594 soldier
very loud cry that the seots hearde 60, stepped
THE7 drove the Danes from their 6le and
country 6Ze very

635s CYy
64y heard

69e¢ Tt ‘["Lf:)y o

GGe from

A e St R . S . At st

Correct the errors in punctuation and capitalization in the following
sentencess A sonbtence must be entirely correct to be counted corrects

674 lLire gardner lives at 239 seventh streot

684 Mo sald the teacher you cant gos

694 "John," ed Tom did you find my ball.

70s "Then I was in new york I saw *he empire state buildinge
71le will you go homewith we invited Blesanor?

72« The scotbish rite Building is on meridian Stroeete

GO O TO TIHE NEXT PAGE
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&
after each
phrase is used

73ae The ground was covere

774

784

Language

104

LANGUAGE TEST

the I‘ollowmn sentoences some phy

ta.3

1 the scnberice,

coverced with snow,

'he dish was broken when it fells

dl

The papers on my desk are for yous

Along the track speeded the traine

Last night there was a fire on our streetb,

liary is not pleased with her grade,

In the museum are many ocurioss

STOP: Do not do

fest, Number Eight -

o

more

are underlinede

tonoo, write qdvorb or ngootlve, according to the way the
The first one is marked correctly.

advprb

(SO P ———

e e et

L A WU

until you are told

(]
ay)

In the blank space

tOo

FU
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LANGUAGE TEST

T There are 89 questions in this language test. Try to do all of them.
Follow the directions carcfully.

Some of the following groups of words arc sentences and some are not, if
the group of words is not a completbe sentence, place & cross (x) in the blank
after it., If it is a sentence, write declarative or ig}orrogqtizg‘after 15,
according %o the kind of sentence it i{se The punctuation has been omitted
inbentionally.

1. A swempy country along the river

2. When the car overturned near the diteh

3, On which question were you writing

4, Wnere the birds sing there sit I

5, UWhere the roads meet thore is a garage

6. Then we pgo we go rapldly

7. Mary and Sue rumning to school

8, Whose sentences were all correct

3

9, 1In the firelight all were waitin

10e When will summer come

1 .
In the following sentences some words are underlined. These words are in
the column at the right. After oach word in this column, write its part of

speech as it is used in the sentence., . The first onc 1s marked correctly.
The new avtomobile goes EEBEE&Z 1lo.. new adjective
over the pavement. 1l rapidly
Turn the corners carefully 12. over
or you may upset, 13. pavement
It is very herd to drive 14, turn
in hesvy traffic. 15, corners
16, or
17. upset

18. very

19, heavy

20. traffic

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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LANGULGE TEST

In the following sentences SOmo nouns and pronouns &8rIo underlineds Bach is

used in one of the following ways? (1) subject of a verbj (2) predicate noum

or pronoun; (3) direct object of & verb; (4) object of & prepositions (5) ipdirocct

c¥iect of a werbj (g) to show possossi ONs he underlined words are written in the
nk aftor the word write +he number that

co i ummn at the righte. Tn the first bla
shows in which of the above ways the word is used in tho sentences In the second

hlank write the.case of the word. Both blanks must be filled sorrectly to score

one pointe The first one is marked correctlye
' ' USE CASE
That pirlfs father 1is hlind. 21la.pirlts 5 penitive
‘ 21. hoy :
T offered the boy my ckates bub 22 MY
o 23, skates
he did not want theme 24, he !
M= 25, them - 7
Tho boy's mother called hift. 96. boy's T
i 27, mother i
He put the hook on the tahles 28, him T
- B 29. he AT
The man whom you see 18 Paults 30, book
31, table
father. 32, Paul's e
‘ 35. faﬂ"-@r .
34, Mary

I pave Mary the paporse

35, poapers
uascd in the following sentences besides the
t the right write them in the order that

h one write pirst, second, or fhird to
1e is marked correctlys

Thore are eight personal pronouns
nne used as an example. Tn the column &
they ocour in the sentences, and a fter eac

show the person of that pronouile The exomp

He hes my book. Example: he third
This is one of yourse 36,
She will give him his penecil. ;R e s——
Our house is open to you and 38 A ———
to theme 39 , [
s00 IE——
41 .
42.
45.

Go ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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, LANGUAGE TBST i

In the blank space after each of the following words or numbors, write

ite plurals

49, mon=servent

44, key

45, country 50, plano

46 e se}f J—— 5le 2

27,8 52, potato

48, cannon _ 53. EOOSC =

L g youp of words 1s underlined in each of the following sentencese IN the first
blank after the sentence write phrase or slause to tell which the group of words
is. In the second hleank write the part of speech which tells how the group of

words is usede The first one is marked correctlys

54n,The cars Were in the gtreete
o ‘

54.55.1 like stories that tell me somethings  __ .

56-57.hen you get homo lot me know

58-594The soldiers were camped near tho Lown
60-61.The cake in the gggggis'baking.

62-63,Dinner was served bofore I arrivede
64-654hen tho pell rings we go homoe - i

which came from Florida

66-67.The oranges
are delicilous.

senbences write the tense of the

In the hlank space after each of these
The first one ijs marked correctlye

verbe
685, Tho invemtod he pirst stean engine’ __past
68, Bvery day my mother gets dinner e
69 That shall we do nexb yoar?
70, I heve had a bad cold.
71, I shall have Lo get a now hate
72, The men have pinished thelr work
et

73, Who g£avVe Mgry her umbrella?

co ON TO THE NEXT PLAGE.
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LANGUAGE TEST

Write the principal parts of these verbs in the placos tndicated, The first

one is donc correctlye

PAST PARTICIPLE

PAST
74a., wear TR A———— LER
74~75. pa.ss
76=77. shine
73-79. burst e
80=-81, drive BN s

82-83%, choose

write simple, complex OF

ce senbences,

In the blank after cach of the
ntence it iss

compound, according to which kind of se

84, Spring is coming and we are glade

m n 3 .
85, The birds sing when the sun shiness

86. The darling child lost her 1ittle bonncte

where they could reste

87. Some of the miners wenb home
88, Do not forget to put all the marks in plecee
89, You have done well and will no doubt foel gatisfied
D 70 DO SO.

groP: DO NOT DO LNYTHING MORE UNTIL YOU ARE TOL

Lanpuage bests Number right "
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