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THE GETTYSBURG DISTRESS 

MIKE MAGUIRE 
He rn don. Virginia 

• The follo wing was co nstr u cted by 
Abraham LincoLn's Gettysbu r g Add r ess. 

r earra nglng 

I needed strength . 
T he lig h t was gone. 
1 could not see a t h i n g . 
I was fra ntic. 
Your hand was 10 ml.ne . 
then it was gone . 
and you were pulled from me a nd dro wn e d. 

the 1154 

Can you now, 10 t h at deep wate r, eve r have thoughts of me? 

Por I have been co n de mn e d with t h oughts ; 
of each hot and ha r d b r eath t hat we s hared together. 
of the ever-b u r n i n g fire that we b o r e . 
of our scarred , ca r ee n i ng hearts . 
of t h e vacant cave rn t hat I have been left with . 
of t h e vaca nt bed t hat I have b een left with . 

Drifting alon e over t h e wa ves , 
1 n eeded h e lp, 

Po r I had l06t t he right to the rare, lost land. 
1 tore free all scorn 
and atta c h e d the rights to a scarred stranger. 

S h e c ame. 
And she parted the roanng water 
and carried me to the land, 

soft barren land. 

Grateful. I gave her aU that I might'va 
And despite the fact that she too tried 
she could not stop the rain. 

Por the rain to stop. 
I needed to believe: 

to believe in life, 

• g1ven you. 
and tried. 

• or to believe that all good hearts will care 
or that I too can follow that sacred vow . 
or that I too can cope. 

aga1.n, 

letters of 



199 

When I took her soothing contact, 
I believed. 

End of the storm. 
I now walk the devastated beach. 
Pallen gull, unseeing eye cast to the sky. 
reminds me of 
the condition of our love. 

WORDPLAY RECORDS 

Chris Cole has published several articles in Word Ways relating 
to word reco ['d s . He has taken this material and vastly expanded 
it in a marvelous new book, Wot'dplay: A Curious Dictionary 
of Language Oddities (Sterling, 1999), available in papel:back 
for $14.95 (ISBN 0-8069-1797-0). Emulating the Guinn.ss Book of 
World Records. the book contains a myriad of record-setting 
words, from such well-known ones as DEIPIED (longest common­
word palindrome) and KINNIKINNIK (longest uncommon-w ord 
palindrome) to highly-specialized ones like PILLING KNITTING 
(longest ph[,8se containing no vowels but I) and PHENOMENAL 
(longest common reversed embedded word, containing ANEMONE in 
reverse). 

Dmitri Borgmann once claimed that all words are interesting--an 
exaggeration--but Chris Cole has assembled an amazing number 
which can legitimately make such a claim. They are arranged in 
a taxonomy of wordplay types as well as in alphabetical order. 
A nice touch: the numerous sidebars on various topics such 
as hangman strategy. pangrams, lipograms, the -gry problem, 
impossible rhymes, crashing word lists, pan grammatic windows, 
the longest word, and a measure for spelling difficulty. 

The book contains additions to recent Word Ways articles: 
POLDAVY THUMBSCREWING to Eric Chaikin's "The Gunpowdery 
Blacksmith" (Aug 1998), and SORTIES SLICKLY CONCORD TERNERY 
TRITONE PENSILE PRONKED CLOSENS to the editor's "Every 
Word-Pair in This Set Has One Crash" (Peb 1999). 




