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Genesgls,Development and Progress
of
The United Church of Canada.

Introduction

There is an almost universal demand in Christendom
for a union of churches, which will, in some way, give
gtability and visgibility to the unity of all Christians,
Throughout the world there are new movements toward
unity. In England, Scotland, United 3tates and Canada, in
fact in the majority of countries where the reform falth
is the strongest,there ig a tendency to accentuate the
things that unite. We find this also to be true in the
different youth movements. The feeling is general that
the body of Christ, which is His Church, has been too
greatly divided. Eowever respectable the historical
origing of the divisiong of Christendom may have been,
the time is now ripe for fusing the insight,the knowledge
and the understanding that the separate churches of
protegtantiam have gained, into one comprehengive Christian
witness., About ug, especially so in the small community

and the foreign field, we sece the weakness of division.




Exglugiveness of separate denominational bodies,
pride, and prestige must crumble when the churoh
clothes itself with the Christlike humility. A great
gtep has been taken toward this in the uniting of
three ochurches in Canada. The union of these churches,
ag many are under the impresgssion, was not one that
came into being on the spur of the moment, Foundations
wore laid in the unifying of Canada; actual negot-
iations leading up to the consummation of Church Union
began some twenty-six years earlier than 1925.Ind1recth[
before this time ateps were taken in making the
Preosbyterian, Methodist and Congregational Churches
themgelves united.

We will find that in further study, each of
these churches might be termed, " A Made in Canads
Churoch". The Canadiang from the first have led the
world in Church Union, The union of the Burghers and
Anti-Burghers in 1817 was years ahead of their union in
Scotland. The union of the British Wesleyan and the
Methodist Episcopal in 1820 has not been brought about
as yot in any other place, though they do co-operate
in many mission fields. The union of the #ree and United
Presbyterians in Canada in 1861 was not brought about




in Scotland until forty years later. The union of

the Pree Presbyterians and the Church of 3cotland,
which took place in Canada in 18756 has been dbut
recently planned in Scotland, Nowhere else in the
world are there three such churches as the Presby-
terian, Methodist and Congregational Churches,
containing so varied and many divisions of the Church
of Jesus; now united. It is a church which meets

the needs of Canada, and if it meets the needs of
Canada, why not the needs of the whole world?

The movement to unite these churches in Canada
is not an is0lated event. It is a step, a great step,
but obviously not the final step in an age long and
world-wide movement that began with our Lord's
prayer for unity., "That they all may be one,even
ag thou, Father, art i1n me, and I in thee, that they
also may be one 1in us: that the world may belleve
that thou has sent me®.(Johmn 17:21 Am.Rev.).This
was primarily a prayer for spiritual unity, but also
for such a vigible unity of His followers as should
be a testimony to the world of His dlivine mission.

To & warring, weary and divided world,this
glorious 1deal of a great spiritual fellowship, in




which Jew and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, bond and
free, male and female, should be all one in Christ
Jesug, came as the dawning of a new day of hope for
all mankind. The early ochurch and the ochurch through
all ages has passionately olung to it. They set
themselves to the working out of the ideal,and
naturally,as the only world-wide unity of their
day was the Roman Empire with an emporer at Roma, the
church growing within the empire and recognizing it
as the moat powerful nation of the worid, also set
up its union in the form of an autocracy. We must .
remember that Rome dominated everything at this time.
She stood for imperialism or centralizing of power
in the church. The reverence given in different
places to the Mother Church and the older missionaries
led to bishopric of a distrioct; and the next step,
led by the theologian Iranseus, was to set a bishop
over the bishops, both to express and preserve the
unity of the churches.

It was dbut a natural conclusion that the bishop
of Rome, the senior oity of the empire, in which
dwelt the oivil autoorat, claimed and obtained the

eccleslastical auntooracy,and the papacy was fully




ogtablished., It gsoems inevitable, be it in state

or church, autocracy attempts to force all people
to think and act allike., Unity had been obtalned,
but spiritual freedom had been lost. Emperor
Constantine, during his reign, after he had
acquired possessions in the West, found that there
was no unity among the churches of the Bast and
the West. A great division had broken out led by
two young theologlans, Athanagsius and Arius.
Constantine felt that to have civil unity he

must also have religious unity. He called a

general council inviting representatives from about
eightesn hundred churches from both the East and
the Weat. Over three hundred religious leaders met
at NHlceae and there they formed the Nicene Creed
of ‘325, whioh when revised in 381 became the
orthodox doctrine and law of the church. When
fheologiang think freely it often means trouble,
thus many other theological doetrines were
advooated and there followed general ocouncil meetings
for the purpose of condemning these heresies. The
@ouncil of §$he¢sus wasg oalled in 43)l, when Nestorius,

Apollonarius and Pelagius were condemned; the Council




the gouncil of Chalocedon in 4F5l,when Eutychus was
condemned; the Council of Comstantinople ll. in 552;
the Council of Constantinople 1lll. in 680; the Counocil
of Niceae ll. in 787 etc. The form in which unity
had been sought was a mistake,

Where the spirit of the Lord is found, there
we £ind a desire for freedom and unity. Therefore in
later years, began that great series of divislions
in the Churoh of Christ, which in different forms,
strove for two great ends:; "Preedom of Faith" and
#Preedom of Worship®", The Mother Church resisted
and strove to maintain its unity. Finally, through
fire, sword and exilg,Christians in various lands
and in numerous divisions of the church secured liberty
and ocould worship God as they thought the spirit led
them; in this no one dared hinder. Then again there
came to the front that faith in Chriastian Unity and
the longing to give 1t expression, to which the ehurch
subconsciously, even in its darkest hours amnd ite
many divisiong had always clung.

In the'chnrches which won their liberty
there begar a striving to give expression to their need

for unity in a new form, a democracy in which there




should be room for a freedom of faith sand worship.This
found expression in meny forms of voluntary undenom-
inastional and interdenominational co-operation. The
Westminster Confession itself was framed as a basis of
union which was to unite the Churches of England,
Secotlend and Ireland.

Church union is now world wide. The movement
for union in Canada is not alone. In the United States
there hagealready been many unions,and others are now
under considerstion. In Australia there has been much
progress toward union on the part of different bodies.
In the south of India and in the south of China there
already is a United Church, The Christians of different
countries are gradually setting their faces toward
National United Churches. Requests from different
places have been received by the United Church of
Cenada for their Basis of Union, that they might bde
helped in organizing their churches on a united basis.
The United Church of Canada is only sharing in a grest
rising tide flowing in over the entire world.

For the first time in the history of the worlad,
Congregationalism, Methodism and Presbyterianism have

come together in one great Church of Christ.




It is not the intention of the writer to give
an academic eritical survey of the United Church of Canads.
Ia The foregoing remarks I—imve endeavoured to show
that Christian Union has ever been in the hearts of
Christian peoples the world over, and that the United
Church of Canada is an angwer to the needs of the three
negotiating G6murches.s The present union, however, 1is
simply a step among many steps wﬁich will be taken in the
future to bring about a United Christendom.

The writer sincerely hopés that this dissertation
will be an ingpiration to the reader, and that in his

work he has done no injustice to this great movement,




CHAPTER 1.

EARLY SETTLERS IN CANADA.

"In the beginning God created heaven and earth".
- Through the mists of past ages we receive plotures
of God working mightily through countless milleniums.
The mountaing are lifted up, they are cast into the
midst of the sea., In one place He menifests His power
in storm and earthquake; in another »laee He speaks
through the still small voice. Plectures roll by as on
the wings of the clouds. First we see that far day of
fire when the molten rocks were cooling, In the sub-
stances and in the crevices of the everlasting hills,
were stored away gold, silver, copper, lead and iron.
Then there followed dsys when the land was warm, when
there were great troplecal swamps; glant trees were
dropped into water and pressed into peat, which was
orushe& into ¢oal by later formations. So, in the be-
ginning, God oreated Canada and lald by stores of plenty
for the use of man in the centiries to come.

A great land lay walting, while in other lands

empires rose and fell. In one little land across the ses,
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walked those blesgsed feet that were nailed to the
bitter erocss. The Lord Jesus had ocome and gone. Races
and centuries passed, till men seeking westward a
continent they knew, discovered a continent they knew
nots The flags of three great countries came to wave
together, until finally, the standards of Prance and
Spaln passed away and in the north we have the
Dominion of Canada covering an area of 3,750,000
square miles and directly south waves the stars
and stripes, the flag of another strong mnation that
came into being.

014 welsh songs tell of one, who about the
year 1000 A.D. found far to the west, land which
was nemed "Markland"; this is supposed to have been
Nova Scotia. The first discoverers of whieh we have
elear records were the Cabots, who dlsoovered the
coasts of Labrador in 1497 under Charter of Henry V1l.
Thus, the English flag was the first to fly on
Cansdian soll. They were gliven a reward of ten ﬁngsteﬂhw
for discovering Canada. Nothing was done,however,
to follow up the discovery becausze the land did not
offer to Henry V1l immediate returns.

In the year 15234 two smell vessels under




Jacques Cartier found their way into the Gulf of
3t.lawrence and at Gaspe erected a huge wooden coross
claiming the country for the King of France.
Surprising are the plctures we might uwnoover were we
t0o have the time to trace the European side of Canada
through camp and court, and to trace great changes
on this side of the water back to thelr sources.

In the French Regime, may be seen the hand of
God. It well has been sald,that when the new world
was discovered,God tried out three great nations,
Spain, Prance snd England to gee 1f they were worthy
to be put in trust of the new realmg. Spain was
tried, but to-day,of all her vast conquests,has not
one foot of scll in the western hemisphere.Prance
with her great territory,at one time stretching from
Acadla to Loulsglana and how far west no one knew,
to-day has two small rocky isles in the Gulf of 8t,
Lawrence! & Place for the spreading of fish nets.
Now England is on trial; her end has not yet come.
Will she, as France, reject the great opportunity
now before her?

to the early settlers ‘

We are indebtedsfor the foundatioms laid by them-

‘%o oarly seitlers. The early settlers in every
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coundry learn through thelr sufferings and sacrifices
to overcome its difficulties and dangers. In Canada
the winter climate and the hostile savage were the
two great foes. Many noble lives were lost in the
mastering of these two, ﬁﬁgaéwe to—have the time we
would find a fascinating story in the hardshipa and
gacrifices of Jacques Cartier and his men, of la
Roches and his colony of conviecta, of Pontgraves fur
trading post, of Samumel De Champlain and his soldiers,
of De-Monts and his settlers, etoc.

Againgt the dark background of the history
of the Catholie¢ Church of the same age ir Europe,
stands the shining example of many of its early
eanadianfﬂassionaries. We may differ from them in
doctrine and methods, but we are inspired by the
heroie efforts and often martyr deaths of these brave
men, whose one purpose in coming to Canada was the
salvation of souls. Sueh men as Paul De Chomedy,
Sieur de Masisonneuve, Father Vimont, Father Le Maitre,
Pather Vignal, Msdame de la FPeltrie and her little
group of consecrated women, Jean Nance, Marguerite
Bourgeois,etc. These men and women,along with

numerous others who ought to be mentioned, time and




time again risked their lives in their efforts to
help thelr charges.

We owe much to the energy and courage of the
early explorers and msettlers, who with scanty equip-
ment, in the face of unknown perils and suffering great
hardships, opened up the whole middle and west of the
continentgfﬁ%n like Louis Joliet, La Salle, Count
Frontenac aﬁd little fourteen year o0ld Madeline. Many
more gallant names shine on the pages of the French
Regime, but corrupt officials were algo present. They
hindered the work of the settlement and the end ocame,

The causes leading to the downfall of New France,
restd not only externally in the growing opposition of
the English Colonies, but chiefly, perhaps, in the
very life and constitution of New France itself.

The French Government withheld self government
from the men on the ground,lgilowed monopoly of trade
under &ne company or another, refusing the settlers
liﬁerty to trade. Disputes had to be referred for
settlement back to Prance, complaints going basck on one
ship and the verdict not being returned until the
following year.

The ochurch, as soon as it had a foothold, care-




fully excluded the Hugenots and disciplined those
who showed a tendency for liberty of thought. The
Trading Company, the Church,and the Autooratic
Government continually quarreled, and this spirit
of division penetrated the whole life,

FPrance failed. The story of the surprise
attack by General Wolfe at Quedec is well known,

While the ruing of the French Regime crumbled
away, there rose out of them the Roman Catholie Church
whose organization remasined,and whioh under an
Alien Government became the rallying centre of the
FPrench Canadian race.

Po scadia first of all, came the colonists
from Massachusettes, who took the places of the
dispcssessed Acadians, Thus came into Canada the
Pilgrim Grandsons, direct descendants of the Pilgrim
Fathers.

Then there followed the great United Empire wave
of Loyalist immigration, the tide of those who
believed in a United Empire,and left the United
States after the revolution. In 1783 there ocame
to 8t. John, twenty ships loaded with three thousand
settlers and before the fall twelve hundred more

arrived. The Loyalists came also into eastern town-
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ships and on over 1nto Ontario. With them came many
loyal "Pennaylvania Dutch". There came many British
and Scotch soldlers. On the breaking up of the
Seotch Clan system by the British Government, many
came to Canada.

Their first homes were one room log huts,
built in = clearingz in the forest. Their clothes
were home spun. Piceture Canada in 18007 here =
furrow, here a trall, a path, here a cabin, here
a hamlet, here a town, there a city. What a tale
might be writter were all the detalls given of the
hardships bravely endured. Most of the tide of
immigration into Canada the first hundred years was

of British astock.
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CHAPTER 1ll.

Unifying Cansdian National Life.

All during the nineteenth century Canada grew
slowly. To the south the United States grew rapidly.
from a nation of about five million inhablitants in

1800, to one of the greatest nations in the world

of over one hundred million people by 1900. The far-
sundered Canadian settlements; the provinces

differing in their interests, all needed to be brought
together. To build a great nation demands unity of
purpose and effort from sea to sea so that every joint
will work co-operatively.

The century of preparation gave time for the
development of the great forces which, through storm
and stress, brought to the Dominion a united national
life. Whatever differences separsted English, Scoteh,
Irish and Welsh in the homeland faded away in the
mtnal experiences and loneliness of the‘new land.
Here they atood, shoulder to shoulder, welded together
by tiea that could not be broken.

A plan of federal union all over Canada finally
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came t0 a head in the conference of "The Fathers
of Confederation™. The Act finally passed and took
effect in Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New
Brungwick on July lst., 1867. Newfoundland stayed
out of the union. Confederation was the result of
a desire for unity; it brought the peoples of the

provinces together and produced a constantly growing

knowledge of each-bthera needs and possibilities.
Closely associated with the Confederation,
axt 18 Siobii S biv IO $F 10 "Rty Bl TN
railroads should be built oonnecting the Maritime
Provingces on thé east akd British Columbia on the
west with the central provinces, Quick oonnéction
.and intercourse was necessary to mutual under-
standing and co~-operation. In 18B0 Cansda had only
about fifty miles of railroasds. In 1885 the last
spike was driven on the Canadian Pacific, making s
great trangcontinental line, thus promoting
unity and sssisting in co~operation.
The settling of the North West, without
the nsual Indisn wers, undoubtedly was due to three
‘ forees: The Hudson Bay Company, North West Mounted
Police, and the early Missionaries. The spirit of
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the North West Mounted Police is known the world
overs.

3ide by side with the growth of national
unity in Canada went on a conflicet which was to
ensure that their unity should be built on
foundations of freedom, free state, free church)
and free aohoolq} that men would have equal
responsibility in government, equal opportunity for
education,and religious freedom,

At first the governors of the provinces
appointed from Englend had full asuthority. The
Executive Counclls appointed by the Governor shared
the responsibility. Later in answer to popular
demand the people were allowed to0 elect assemblles
which had little authority. All the officials were
appointed by the Colonial Office in England, their
salaries were paid by funds raised in the colonies.
'England had a lesson in connection with the United
Statea, so Lord Durham was sent out to investigate
conditions. He recommended the granting of
respongible government. The struggle continued
until 1850 when full responsible government was

definitely obtained, thus Cansda's natlional




political life was crowned.

firowih of Sevulay Balon and Co-opairatians
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CHAPTER 111.

Growth of Secular Union and Co-operation.

The Church of England was established as
a 3tate Church in Nova Scotla in 1758 and continued
go until 1851, though 1t wag subjesct to certain
limitations. The New BEngland ﬁblfnists, who came
to settle in Acadla, were largely Congregationalists
and demanded full eiwil and religious liberty, ;his
was granted. In Ontaric there was no law by which
religious bodles other than the Anglican could secure
a foot of land on which to bdbuild chapels and
parsonages. Thelir ministers were not allowed to
solemnize marriages.

In Ontario bitter fights raged around the
"Clergy Reserves"™. The government had set aside
one~geventh of the erown lands of the province for
the support of a "Protestant Clergy". These were all
¢lalmed by the Anglican Church. Pinally, all the unsold
lands were devoted to educational purp®ses. The fight
was hard while it lasted, but now the churches face

the future side by side; none having any special




rights or privileges; all free from alliances with
Stateff&ble to voluntarily co-operate in the work
of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.

From the very first days of British occupation,
the foundations of Protestant churches were laid in
church union. The pioncers of Candda found themselves
drawn together by the spiritual needs of the
scattered settlements:;by the intermingling of
different churches in anh small settlement,and also
by the fact that the grounds of difference,which
existed between them in 0ld lands,were not present
in the new.

The first Presbytery, held in what is now
the Dominion of Canada, convened in Halifax in 1770
and consisted of two ministers of the Assocliate
Secession Church of Scotland and two Congregational
ministers from New England., These four ordained a
minister for the Dutoh Reformed Church.

The first Presbytery in Ontario was also a
Union Presbytery. There were in Eastern Ontario
three ministers of the Assoclate Secession Church
0f Scotland and one missionary sent out by the

London Missionary Soclety. They felt the need sf
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an organigation, so they determined to organize
themselves into an Independent United Presbytery

to which all ministers of good standing and training
were invited. Thus they formed in 1818 gThe
Presbytery of the Canadas” later known as "The
United Presbytery”,for Presbyterian Church Pioneers
in Canada.

Among the settlers of New England, invited
by Governor Lawrence to occupy the lands of the
displaced Acadians, were many Presbyterians.Sending
back to New England for a miniater they received the
Rev. James Lyon who came to Nova Scotia in 1764. Two
yoears later the first Presbyterian gﬁnister came
from scotland to meke his home in Canada.

Congregations were scattered and it seemed
almost impossible to obtain ministers. The Dutch
Reformed Chureh near Lunmenburg, Nova Scotia, after
unsuccessfully trying for sixteen years to obtain a
minister, decided to ordain one of their own
members., In the 014 Dissenters Church, a Presbytery
was formed consisting of two Presbyterian ministers
and two Congregational ministers. In 1770 they

ordained Mr. Comingoe, who was the first minister to




be ordained in Canada.

The first regular Presbytery was organized
in 1786« In Quebec the firast Presbyterian Church met
in a room in the Jesult College under Rev. George
Henry in the year 1766. Reve John Bethune, coming
to Glengary, Ontario,was the first Presbyterian
minister in Cansda. After walting nearly forty years
the Scoteh Presbyterians of the Selkirk Colony at
Red River wewe rejoliced to hear that 2 minlster was
on his way to live with them, thus in 17561 the Rev,
James Blaock became the pioneer of the West, In '
British Columbia Presbyterianism began under Rev.
John Hall in 1861.

The early Scotech settlers in Hova Scotia,
of about 1770, brought thelr church divisions with
them, As a consequence,there was organized in 1786,
"The Burgher Presbytery of Truro"™, and in 1795
"The Anti Burgher Presbytery of Pictou"™. The only
three differences between these two were In Scotland
and would have no bearing whatever ‘€8 their new life.
At first, in Canada, this ancient division and
prejudice persisted, hence the two Presbyteries;
Burgher and Anti-Burgher, were organized. They soon
found that, the things which in Scotland had divided




them, did not exist here, so after twenty years
of negotiation they united, In 1817 the Presbyteries,
Burgher and Anti Burgher, along with three ministers
of the Church of Secotland and two of the Congreg-
ational ministers, united in "The Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia®,

The first Methodist Union followed close in
Upper and Lower Canada in 1820. Into these two
provinces had flowed two streams of Methodismj; the
Methodist Episcopal from the United States and the
British Wesleyan direct from England. In order to
do away with the overlaping rivalry which had aprung
Bp, it was decided that there should be provinecial
union! all the Methodists in Lower Canada were to
unite unde¥ the British Wesleyan and all the
Methodists of Upper Canadas to unite under the
Methodist Episcopals Each church in the future was
t0o limit its activities to the province allotted to
it.




CHAPTER 1V.

Unions Forming Three United Churches.

Perhaps of the three; Presbyterian,
Methodist and Congregational Churches in Canada,
we might term the Presbyterian Church as formed in
1875,a8 the most united of all., It is the result of
nine 4ifferent unions. There was firat the union of
1827 when the Burgher Presbytery of Truro, the Anti
Burgher Presbytery of Pioctou, three Church of
Scotland ministers and two CoOngregational ministers
formed a union known as " The Synod of the (United)
Presbyterian Church of Nove Scotia". The second
union oocured the following year in 1818 with the
uniting of the Presbytery of?ganadas and the absorblng
of the Dutch Reformed Presbytery in Ontario, which
had originated there in 1796. This union was known
as "The United.Presbytery Synod of Upper Canada", In
1840 the United Presbytery of Upper Canada and the
S8ynod of the Presbyterian Church in conneotion with
the Churech of Scotland, fromed a Synod of the
Presbyterian Church of Canada in oconnection with the

Church of Scotland. 2 small split occured in 1844




from the Synod of the Presbyterian Church of
Cansda; and in 1850 they united with the Independent
Preabytery of Niagra which had originated in 180Cl.
They called themselves ™ The :Synod of (Free)
Pregsbyterian Churoch of Canada™. In 1860, the Synod
of (United) Presbyterian Chureh of Nova Scotia
formally united. In 1861 the Synod of the (Free)
Presbyterian Church of Canada whioch had absorbed
"DPhe Associated Church of North imerieca™, that
hafjoriginated in 1822 and which became the
Presbytery of Stanford, united along with the
United Presbyterian Church of Canada in ceonnection
with the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland;
-and- they formed the "Syncd of the Canada Presbyterian
Church™. In 1868 we have the union of ™ The Synod
of New Brunswick in commection with the Church of
Scotland” and™ The Synod of the Church of Scotland
in Nova Scotlia and Prince Edward island". In 18756
we have the union of "The Synod of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada in connection with the Church of
Scotland", "The Synod of the Canada Presbyterisn
Chureh® ," The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of

the lower provineces of British North Amerioa’} and




" The Synod of the New Brunswick, Nova Scotia

and Prince Bdward Island Presbyterian Churches in
connection with the Church of Scotland", forming
the "Presbyterian Chureh in Canada®™, which A
continued until 1926.

In addition to these nine unions we have
seven absorptions of formerly independent bodies
which included such churches as ¥he Dutch Reformed
Presbytery and the Protestant Dissenters Chapel
of 1749 which became St. Matthews Presbyterian
Church. One cannot help but puzglse over the
similar names of the different bodies, whose names
were once flear, whose differences were considered
vital,but whose very meanings are now forgottem in
the hafpy reunion of 1875 which contirmed until
the bigger union in 1925.

There were two streams of Congregational
immigration into Canada: One from the New England
States into the Maritime Provinces,and one direct
from England. The first formed " The Congregational
Union of Nova Scotla and New Brunswickﬂ.and the
second, "The c;ngregational Union of Ontario and

Quebec". These two were united in " The Congregational




Union of Canada"™ in 1906. In 1907 "The Ontario
gonference of the United Brethren in Christ®™ united
with them.

Next to the Presbyterian Church comes the
Methodist Church with eight unions which included;
"The Primitive Methodist Church",which had organized
in 1829,," The British liesleyans” ,which originated
in 1814 ,"The Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church in Canads", "The Methodist Bpiscopal Church",

n"the Independent Canada Conference ¢f the Methodist
Episcopal Church","The Protestant Methodist of
Eastern Canada” ,"The Canada Conference of the
Methodigt New Connexion"™, The Canadian Wesleyan
Methodist New Connexion™ ,Wesleyan Conference of
Bagtern British North America™,"The Methodist
Episcopal Church in ‘anada"; all uniting after several
smaller unions in the year 1884 ,forming the
"Methodist Church".

Taken togsther, the three United Churches,the
Preabyterian,Methodist and Congregational, included
nineteen unions of overjyforty different bodies.3o
we see that the pioneers in Canada belleved in

church nunion and practiced their beliefs. They were




Practical idealists, realizing such unlons aa were
practical at the time and ever looking for larger
unions yet to come.

By reading carefully the last chapter one
gees how in Canada the ideal of union has been
working as a leaven for a hundred yeara, and that here
it was possible, as perhaps nowhere else, to
build a union on the work the church is called to
do, rather than on theological compromises and
philosophical deductions.




CHAPTER V.

Congregationalism and its Contribution

to The United Church of Canada.

The Congregational Churoh 1s represented in
all English speaking countries, and ministers to
over eight million peoples. It 1s distinguished
from other systems by its Congregational
Joverelignity 1n.that the individual oongregation
is the unit of control. Other churches, however,
as the Baptist, Disciples of Christ®are also
Congregational in their government.

The movement arose ag one of the phases
of the Reformation which so greatly disturbed the
Europe during the fifteenth ocentury and led
to the refashioning of scolety. During the
Scholastic period, theologlans used reason as
their supreme gulde and held that the sclence of
Theology was the highest of sciences. The great
gcholar Abelard taught in his philosophy that

reagon, truth,and religion were harmonious.
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In the religious upheavel in England, attempts were
made to facilitate the passage from Catholicism by
retaining many ¢f the practices and beliefs of that
faith. Many, impelled by the desire to revive
| evangelical religlion according to the teaching of
the New Testament,which John Wycliffe had translated,
advocsted drastic changes and pleaded for a total
separation in goverumentgand worship from Rome. So
in the interests of free spiritual life and in
loyalty to God and His truth, there arose during the
reign of Queen Elizabeth the independent movement;
thls became known as the Congregational Chureh.

In the second year of the reign of Elizabeth
- the Acots of Supremacy and Uniformity were passed.
The Act of Supremacy put supreme ecclesiastical
guthority into the hands of the Queen. The Act
0f Uniformity made unlawiful all departures from the
church as established by law. Meetings, for the
purpose of preaching to meet the mpiritual needs
of the pwople,were held. At firgt these were not
objeeted to, but later the Queen took measufes to
have these meetings suppresaed,asnd the peopls were

driven to the necessity of holding their meetings




in seoret.

Among these meetings was ome held in Plumber’'s
Hall, London, June l9th 1567. The place was ralded,
and of the hundred persons presgsent twenty four men
and seven women were sent to prison for a year.The
prisoners described themselies as "Privy Churech
of London", and as " A poor congregation whom God
hath éefﬁrated from the Church of England and from
the mingled and false worshipping therein". Dr. R.
W. Dale characterizes this church as the "First
regularly constituted English Congregational Church
of which any.record or tradition remainsg®™, There
is little known however of its constitution, save
that 1t regarded ltself as separate from the Church
of Bngland and had a pastor and & deacon. It is not
known 1f its organization was voluntary or
necessitated by imprisonment of some of its members.
However, Dr. H. M. Dexter and many other
congregational scholars give the honor of the first
Congregational Church, to be the one founded a few
years later by Browne in the City of Norwich.

Elizabeth, for political reasons, had offered

gafety to protestant refugees from France and the
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Netherlands. They settled in the eastern counties,many
coming to Norwioh and its vicinity. They were allowed
special religious privileges. Many of the native
Englishmen shared in the larger religious freedom
accorded their neighborg. Here in the year 1580,
eame'Robert Browne and Robert Harrigson and organized

'a church. Of all the leaders of the different reform
movemants ,Browme is the most nnattractiveﬁzwg:éefd
personality Xplain, insignificant sort of fellow, always
in trouble]and conld not even get along with his friends.
He was & man of great intellectual powers)but
exceptionally nervous. Browne had been trained at
Cambridge for the ministry of the Established Chureh,
but early lost the "Bishop's Seal”,which licensed him

to preach. Browne thought the Egtablished Church corrupt,
with little spirituality in it. He thought the church
should consist of a seleot group,and that those who

were not good enough should be excommunicated. Browne

- suffered much from his enemies end finally fled to
Holland. While in Holland he published many fine
pamphlets,one especially, which still is noteworthy,
called "3tart on your way without tarrying for any”.

In his Pamphlets he so defended the principles 'ef




of Congregationalism go as to influence its entire
future. Browne returned to England and because of
his persecuters, finally returned to the Established
Church where he was given a charge until he was

cagt into prison feor debt. There he died at the age
of eighty-three years,

When we think of the Reform leaders we oannot
help but think of Browne whose writings msde such an
impression on his readers that a few years after his
death it was reported 6n the floor of the House of
Commons that there were twenty thousand "Brownists
in England".

Queen Elizabeth was intolerant of these
Congregationalists, and meny suffered martyrdom.
Something of the spirit of these Mgptyrs may be seen
in the declaration whieh one, by the name of Penry,
made to his jJudges: "If my blood were an ogcean gea
and every drop thereof was life to me, I would give
them all, by the help of the Lord, for the msintenance
of the same, my confession".

John Robinson was the most widely known and
probably the most beloved among the leasders of the

early Congregationalists. He waas connected with the
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Gainsborough and Soroody Churches, which after
repeated perseoutions found refuge in Helland, settling
at Leyden with Robinson as their pastor, Here a
little band of exiles lived in peace, thrived by their
industry, and won the respect of the community dy
their honesty.

They ocould not forget they were Englishmen, so
when James came to the throne, they wished to return
to England and enjoy the freedom of their religion.
Their petition was denied. Minally they resolved to
make a new home for themselves in ome of England's
new colonies overseas. After much trouble they received
e charter from one of the companies to form & new
colony.

The Jjourney was hszardous, s0 it was agreed
that half the colony should go first and if the
adventure proved a success the other haslf would
follow. The first party was led by David Brewster,
going by cansl boats to Delfsheven, where they embarked
on the Speedwell and later joined the Mayflower. They
became known agfﬁilgrim Fathers who settled at
Plymouth in the land which became known ag New England.
The G§ngrégational_0hurch became established in
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Massachusettes, 'onnecticut and New Haven, increasing
all the time in numbers and influence, and giving
gspecial oare to education, In 1630 they founded Harvard
University and in 1701, Yale University. Me. Robinson
remained with those who were left behind. He hoped

goon to follow with the remainder of the Leyden Church,
but that hope was denied him, for in March 16265, he
pagged over the Jordan of death. His body was laid

at rest beneath the pavement of the great church of

3t. Peter,

Entering Canada were two waves of Congregation-
alism. The one from the Congregationalists of the
United States:; the other from the Congregationalists
of England.

The Congregationalists were the second of the
Protestant Churches to organize in Cansda. " The Cotton
Mathers Church" was built in Halifax between 1750 and
1760, Following the expulsion of the Acadiane in 1765
there came froﬁfﬁew England Colonies a great many
Ccongregationalists., Many of them were grandsons of the
Mayflower, To them is given the credit for the first
Protestant Chureh in New Brunswiok.

In Newfoundland, according to records, there




had been a direct attempt at settlement by the
congregationalists of England as early as 1597, One
ghip on which they sailed was wrecked, another
captured by the French, and eventually they found
their way back to ingland where they Jjoined the
exiles of Amsterdam, who later became the "Pilgrim
Fathers” of the Mayflower voyage to New England in
1620, In later years some of their number went to
Newfoundland and there were traces of little
Congregational Churches about 1645 and 1660. However,
the Congregational Chureh of 3t. Joh&#&ggﬁguigggwme'
only to 1776

In 1801 the first church was established in
Quebec. In 1804 the first Sunday School in Canada
wag started. In 1889 the first Theological Seminary
in Ontario and Quebec was formed under Dr. Lillis,
at pundas. It moved to Toronto and then to llontreal.
Records show that one professor taught his students
Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Mental and Moral Philosophy,
Logic, Rhetorie, Theology, Church History, Bibliesal
Critieism and Interpretation, Homeletios and Pastoral
Theologye All this time he was pastor in charge of

a church.




Perhaps Congregationalism’s greatest
contribution to The United Chursh, not mentioning
its missionaries, preschers, evangelists, educators
and reformers, 1s its spirituslity, its inslstence
on Christlan PFreedom, and 1ts catholicity.

Historic Congregationalism emphasizes,the
things of the spirit,er loyalty to God,and His Bruth
as revealed in Jesus Christ. It belleves in the
Living God; that God not only was, but is, and is
a3 near to his people to-day as ever in ages past.
Dale declared "The ultimate principle of
Protestantiam to be direct access of God to the
aoul of every man, and the right of every man to
direot access to God. Thésprinciple,Congregational-
lsts would apply not only to the individuasl man, but
to the fellowship of believers which they call a
church. It wag to do this that they separated from
the State Church of Queen Elizabeth's day. They 414
not belleve that the trme Church of Christ was
composed of whole parishes, but of the worthiest
of men and women covenanted together to seek, to know,
and to do God's will.

They sought a pure €@hurch in which to realize
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and maintain the standard of chureh membsrship. It

is a2 difficult standard to maintain in this imperfect
world of ours, yet it 1s only in so far as it 1is
maintalned that God can have access to the soul of
His Church, or that His Church can hear and obey His
volce. NO church ¢an lower this standard without
consequent loss of spiritual power.

Springing up from 1ts spirituality was its
insistence on hristian Preedom, They, like the
Anabaptists, argued for a free church, They believed
in the living God and in the believers' privilege
0f direct communion with Him; consequently they
refused to be bound by the laws of man and to impose
their laws upon others., In this complete separation
of ohugggisggﬁever, they have been a little inconsistent,
for the first thing they d4id on coming to America was
to unite Church and State.

Congregationalism holds that the God who spoke
to their fathers still speaks, and His children may
hear and know His voice, This faith finds .expression
in the covenants of the earllest Congregational
Churches. The 8hurch at Gainsborough founded in 1602
covenanted " to walk together in all God's ways known

or to be known to us™. The Salem Church founded
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in 1629 covenanted " In the presence of God to walk
together in all His ways according as He is pleased
to reveal Himself to ws in His blessed word of truth”.
These churches believed that God would reveal to them
His will as they walked with Him in the way.

The Savoy Declaration, issued a few years later
after the Westminster Confession in 1658, referring to the
#ifferences between Presbyterians and céngregation-
alists, says they are "differences between fellow servants”
and that "neither has any authority to impose opinions
on the other™.

The CoOngregational people were at one time
known as 3eparatists. It was not because they loved
separation, but because others tried tc compell them,
by legal force, and by acts of uniformity to worship
;g;htﬁ;ry to what they believed to be the will of God.
Considering the intolerance they received at the hands
of thelir fellow Englishmen it is a wonder they did not
become prematurely emblttered against other denominations.

One of the characteristics of Congregationalism is
its cathollicity of spirit. We see 1t in the operations
of the London Missionary Society, in the American Board

of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in its Theologicsal




Seminaries, in organizations which will come among their
workers and in all earnest Christian men who will work
with their fellow Christiang., They are ever ready to
enter into fellowship with all who truly love the Lord,
Jesus Christ. Should not men who owu allegiance to
the same Lord work together in unity?

We must mention a word concerning Congregational
Sovereignty. In all important policies of the church
the congregation has the last word and no authority
goes beyond it. This has been a tremendous bulwark of
freedom allowing no possibility of tyranny.

Congregationalism has had & long and varied history,
passing through considerable changes. (1) There was the
feeling that local self government should not be allowed
to gtand in the way of a clofer union among different
churches. In acecordance with this, councils were formed
to advise on matters of common concern, as, the
ordination of ministers and extreme cases of discipline.
The Congregational Union of England and ﬁales was formed
in 1832 and in 1865 the first national councils of the
Congregational Church in the United States of America
met. The International Council of these churches is
now held periodically. (2) The doctrinal applications
have adhered to Calvanistic Standards, though never have
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they made any confessional formmls binding, They as a
body are willing to welcome the newer views that modern
biblical eriticism and sclence have made on modern

theologlical thought.




CHAPTER V1.

Methodliam and its Contribution to
the United Church of Canads.

Mothodism first appeared in the eighteenth
century during a period when rationalism and free
thought was prevalent, and among the clergy there
was a spiritusl deadness. On the continent the
religious revival of the Moravians had started and
the fires of Count Zinzendorf's zeal rapidly spread.

Unlike Puritenism the Methodist Churoh did nat
grow out of some general movement, but it came out
of the deep religious experience and heroic labors of
a single man, JohnWesley, who was bora in 1703 at
the rectory of Epworth. Later in life, during this
reriod, he d4id a great deal for the religious life of
England. At Oxford, where he was a fellow of Lincoln
College, he organized a small group of young men into
& Prayer Mebting Society, for the practice of religion
and the reading of spiritual books. His brother Charles




and George Whitefield were members of this organization.
They lived by rule; consequently the students nicknamed
them Methodists,

Wesley was much impressed by some Moravians with
whom he came in contact. He sought their society snd
obtained much spiritusl assistance. The great changeg
ceme into his life on May 29th 1728 in Longon. He
described it as the following:~

" In the evening I went very unwillingly to a
goclety in Aldersgate Street where one was reading

Luther's Prefzce to the Romans about a quarter before

nine. While he was describing the change which God

works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my
heart strangely warm. I felt that I did trust in Christ,
and Christ alone, for salvation; and an agsurance was
given me that he had taken awsey my sins forevermore. I
then testified openly to all there what I now first felt."
Whitefield =2lso passed through a similar experience.
Crowds flocked to his ministrations; to hear his
persuasive oratory. Wesley soon jolned Whitefield and

was listened to by vast sympathetie audiences. They held

great opren air meetings, perhaps the greatest ever held
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in any land. Wesley arougsed the enmity of the clergy
0f the CGhuroh of England, and for the most part was
excluded from their pulpits; but erowds flocked to

avery place where it was known he was to preache. The

Péople he attracted were mostly the working class,and
gometimes the erowd he was gpesking to numbered as high
as thirty thousand people. Wesaley was a hard working
man rising by four oclock and often commencing to
preach as early as five oclock in the morning.

| Converts were quickly organized into a soclety
for prayer and good works. dlasses were formed and
presided over by elders, and a little later lay preachers
were sgent out. The whole country was dévided into
cirouits, and under the leadership of Wesley. a United
Society was formed. At the death of Wesley there were
136,622 members of the different societies throughout the
world. In 1911 at the Ecumenical Conference held in
Toronto, Ontario, it was estimated that there were
belonging to the different branches of Methodism a total
of about thirty two milliong members.

In the matter of doctrine Wesley was not

Calvanistic, but Arminian with a great coloring of

Augustinian Theology. He offered in the name of Jesus




Christ a free, full, and present salvation to every
ginner. He required of all who accepted membership the
duty of striving after an entire satisfaetion.

In 6hureh government the socleties were largely
under the anthority and direction of Wesley himself;
but a8 time advanced there arogse the need of
distributing the responsibility of government, and the
conference of one hundred was formed. Since the death
of Wesley many modifications have taken place in the
internal rule of the societles; all in the direction of
a more complete representation of all elements within the
churche.

Through all the years of growth the Methodist
Churches hawe remained falthful to the principles of the
founder and have made thelr chief concern, personal
religion,

The contribution that Methodism has made to the
United Church may be partly inferred from its progress
during the last century and a half, It 1s impossible
to relate in any detall the history of the rise and
progress of Methodism in British North America in but
a portion of one chapter., The most that can be done is

to point to a few outstanding features,making the
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development of the Methodist Chureh during the
mentioned period, that made a contribution to the
present United Church of Canada.

Oneis greatly impressed with the important
place of the laymen in the development of the church.
Into Cumberland County, Nova Scotia, in 1772 came a
number of Yorkshire Methodist. . young msn atill in
his teens began to preach up and down the country side
in Nova Scotia. He won many converts, and in 1786 the
first conference was organized. In 1765 Lawrence
Caughlan, a layman, intrcduced Methodism to Newfoundland.
Pifteen yeara later, 1780, a local preacher, Mr. Tuffy,
a commigsionary of the 44th regiment brought the mesasage .
of Methodism to Lower Canada. Philip Embury together
with Paul and Barbara Heck planted in 1778 the
denominetion in Ontario. In 1786 Major George Neal,
ingpired by the spiritual needa of the people began to
preach in the district of Niagra. Pergsecuted Protestants,
who had removed to Ireleand from the Rhine ¥alley in
Germany and there Jjoined the Methodists, gamé to New
York where they helped to organize the first Methodist
Society in the United States. After the revolution many
of them Joined the Loyalists,amd coming tc Canada and

settling near Prescott on the St. Lawrence, they
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organized in 1791 a Methodist Church. The first Methodist
Church to be built in Ontario was in 1792, at the

Hudson Bay, by Willlam Lossie. It was not until the

first quarter of the nineteenth century that the

Wesleyan Church sent missionaries to Lower Canada.During
this period the laymen were prominent. Although Methodism
believed in ordained ministers as esgsential to the well
being and good order of the church they certainly did not
think of the clergy as the church. No priesthood was
recognized except the priesthood of the believers. The
door of the ministry was opened or closed by the
congregation, for the minister, in ordaining, acted by
"the authority of the church®., It was held that the
church did not belong to the ministry but the ministry

to the church, When it was necessary for the minister

to act alone, as iﬁ?%iving of sacraments, it was clearly
understood that he di& so £far as the representative of
the church and not because there was any mystical
authority connected with his office, Distinections between
ministers and laymen were observed only when necessary.
The Methodist Church has therefore brought into the
United Church, a group of men and women thoroughly loyal
to the ministry, but who are bound by no ecclesiastical

traditions.
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Through the entire history of Methodism we
have revealed the value of personal teastimony to the
saving grace of God. Of late the form of witnsss-
bearing has largely disappeared but in theory the
importance ¢f personal testimony has not been done
away withe Its power of soul winning was great., Of’
courge it 1s realized that the reality of Divine
indwelling cannot help but be strengthened by the
addition of this group of people who believe in
Eﬂonfession 0of the mouth unto salvation™,

In Methodism we have a record of missionary
zeal and progress. During the year of the first
Canadian Conference in 1824, the firsgst missionary
soclety was formed.dThe church was composed mostly of
poor people. Thelr congregations were small and their
places of worship were in whatever buildings haprened
to be most available. The dencmination enjoyed no
civil or ecclesiastical privileges. Their missionary
gociety starting with but three missionaries, developed
guite rapidly to the place where it maintained hundreds
of migsionaries and supported them even tc the most
remote parts of the earth. The Methodists, in common with
thelr sister churches, bring to the United Church, an
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intelligent and determined purpose‘to obey the Mester's
great commission, to carry the glad tldings wherever
man dwells.

FPollowing the organization of 1828, stepe were
taken for the education of the youth under it's charge.
The people, we must remember, were poor and lived in
a country where the struggle for existance was severﬁ.
Yot they set themselves to the task of raising $50,000
to found an Academy where a liberal and sound education
might be obtained, From this determination there resulted
in 1841, Upper Canada Academy, the first noncomformisgt
ingtitution in the British Colonies to receive a Royal
Charter. The first president was Egerton Ryerson, whose
persistent effort helped to bring about its birth., As
far as Academic degrees mewm concerned these pathfinders
were not educated, but they theroughly studied their
bibles and thelr influence &€id much toward making a
United Methodist Church. They had a love for learning,
coupled with a remarkable evangelistic zeal. They
escaped the effescts of cold intellectualism, Methodism,
in retaining this love for learning 1n harmony with
their evangelistic zeal, undoubtedly wkll, in this

respect, through their influence make an important
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contribution to the United Church of Canadae.

One outatanding feature of Canadian Methodism
that must not be overlooked was its unfaltering opposition
to 3tate control of either church or school of learning.
Led by E. Ryerson, lMethodism opposed ang Established

Ity
Church; and u%ggé retr influence for free churches and

gchools,Cenadian churches owe much to éﬁgiyihOdbiT
controversy over The Established Church. Now, due to
their influence, no politiecal authority dares to state
or dietate what a ohurch shall believe, or to hamper
in the exercise of Christian liberty. Msthodis;sizfe
answerable in thelr doctrines, church polity, etec.

to no suthority save Jesug Christ.

John Wesley, from the firgt, set himself aside
for the redemption of the social order. His theology,
regardless of what we think it may have lacked, helped
to ereate an atmosphere in which right living became
easiler and was the friend of great eauses looking
toward the betterment of mankind.

Methodism has also beenrn loyal to church union.
Pirst it closed up divisions in its own rank:and then

stood ready for many years to co-operate or to unite




With
other Christian bodies of similer aims and doctrines.

It did not plead for organic union for the sake of
denominational advantage. It held the convietion that
by surrendering denominationsl preferences, by entering
into new fellowship§ by ;ging itgelf, 1t would more fully
serve the purposes of the Founder of the Christian
Church. At all times 1t sought to interpret and obey the
will of God. It feels that 1n the consummation, the
church will accomplish a higher purpose.

Methodism'a contribution to the United Church
is not what is peculiar to it alone, but what is
common to all three Churches. Methodism, Congregation-~
alism, and Pregbyterianism, had grown so near to eagh
other that they all realized that in a co—operativq
fellowship, each could do a better work for Christ
than ag separste societlies. The writer sincerely hopes
that the time will come when one Holy, catholic Church
will funotion as the body of Him who is its head.




CHAPTER V1l.

Presbyterianiam and its Contribution

to the United Church of Cenada.

Presbyterianism, is a name for a form of church
life spread over many parts of Burope and America,
including upward to one hundred million adherents and
assoclated in its beginning with two great men, John
Calvin and John Knox.

John Calvin has often been misrepresented and
abused. He was the greatest theologlan of the
reformation,and few men have exercised so beneficisl
an influence as he. The name of Calvin is united with

a gystem of theology which preveiled for many years

among the leaders of the Church of Englend, while it
also found expression in the Westminster Confession of
Faith, which 1s the standard of all English spesking
Presbyterian Churches. Calvinism was associated in the
rinds of men with predestination, but it slso emphasized
the nescessity of personal righteousness. Calvin's whole

the
theology clusters around kis sovereignty of God.




=hd-

John Knox was one of the most remarkable men of
his age. Mary Queen of Scots was lntent upon winning
back the people to the Catholic fold. By Knox's bold
germons and his opposition to the designs of the Queen,
he saved Scotland and struck a blow for the liberty
of the people. Unmovable in resolve, keen in debate, kind
of heart, and burning with zeal for the salvation of
his countrymen, Knox has remained a hero for Scotland.

To these two men, in conference at Geneva, we are
endebted for the dlstinetive form which thls church
agsumed and which briefly we shall regard under the

following two heads:

System of Government

This 1s perhaps the most distinetive feature
of the churzziggggewhence 1t derives ite name. Rule rests
with the Presbyters or Elders. Two gulding principles
alded those who formed this congtitution. It was first
deemed necessary to guard the rights of the people
80 that they should be free to elect thelr own spiritual
leanders, and retain a definite part in the temporal
and spiritual affasirs of the congregation. The second

purpose was to break up the monarchial rule of the

papacy, where the rights of ordinary clergy were
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subordinated to the arbitrary will of Rome. The
church was then representive in form and grew out of
the conviction that the church wasg a gelf-governing
community with the privilege of eleceting officers and
passing judgment on all great lissues.

Phis representive feature ig apparent iIn three
direotiong: First, each congregation has the right
to elect its own Elders, whose duty it 1s to decide on
the spiritual problems of its own community in the name
of the congregation. These Elders act as spokesmen of
the people. Second, the minister, as a deciding officer,
is set apart for the specisl care of the spiritual
wants. He 1s to break the Bread of Life, to administer
the Szcraments, and to direct the teaching and officers
of the church; but his ordination does not confer on
him any unique priestly offlce that would be inconsistent
with the priesthood of all belisevers. In the final
decision of all great questions the vote of one is
equel in value to the vote of any other member of the
congregation. Third, the courts of the churech are
adapted for the expression of the will of the people.
Every member can appeal to the session of his congreg-

ation, and, if he desires, can carry his case to the




higher courts whiech give protection to every member,.

This system 1s but the logicel outcome of the
doctrine of the church as & fellowshlp of all bellevers
and not a confederation of officlals. It 1s hard to
imagine 8 more workable system by which a community can
guide 1tself.

+he general form of government of the Presbyterian
Church has been embodled 1in the Polity of the United
Church of Canada, and under these enlarged conditions
will continue to develop a desp love for freedom and
8 resourcefulness of character,

System of Dootrine

The Presbyterian Church has adhered to the
Calvinistic Theology. However, many of the different
branches have modified thelr confessions in the dlirection
of a gsoftening of the emphasis on the doctrine of
divine election. Professor Curtis of Edinburgh writes,
"It may be added thet recent changes in the theory and
gstandards of Calvinigm, have, for the most part, been
in the direction of a tactic compromise with Arminianism.”
The five maln charscteristics of Calvinism might be
summed up briefly under the following heads:

l.Divine Sovereignty

Page ll- New Outlook.



2.Doctrine of election

3.Rule of Elders

4.Puritanism as an ethie

SeIntellectualism

Presbyterianism in Canada is not old, and until
recently has been dependent upon overseass Presbyterianism.
The history of the Presbyterian Church in Canada is
mainly the story of the Canada-wide expansion of the
form of religion which was national in Seotland., In the
process of organization, however, it changed many of
its Scottish characteristice to Canadian. We shall first
note the zealous labor of the missionaries.
One hundred and forty years ago James MeGregor,

8 capable young minister, was sent by the Anti-Burgher
3ynod of Scotland to Nova Scotia. For forty four years
he traversed the Maritime Provinoes, building churches
and visiting the people. Robert MeDoneld, sent by the
Futch Reformed Church of America, about the beginning
0f the nineteenth century, worked in the woods of Upper
Canada, John Black, seventy five years ago, became
the evangeligt of the Red River district. James Nisbet
wag founder of Prince Albert and missionary to the

indians on the plaing., The problem of administering




this expanding work attracted men of statesmanlike
calibre as James Robertson, Allen Findlay, J.C.
Herdman and J.A.Carmichael.

Another phage of the formation of the Canadian
Presbyterian Church has been the trainipg, from her
own sons, of able ministers of the Gospel. In 1827}
Thomas MoCulloch began theological eclasses in Pictoun
Avademy, the parent school of the Presbyterian college
at Halifax. In 1872, when the "Presbyterian Church in
Canada" was formed, there were five schools for the
trainiﬁg of the ministry. Soon after, the Manitoba
College added a theological department, and in the
present osntury there have arisen three new western
collegese.

The colleges acted as nurseriew for both religion
and education. The students were used as much as
pogsible in home migssions. A century ago in Nova Scotia
theological students attended classes only six weeks out
of a year, but the progress in religious education
has been a mateh for higher education in general. The
church has heen able t0 produce trained ministers in
sufficient numbers, but they have not had the opportunity

of producing the comcentration and gpecialization which
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are a part of the necessary qualifications of a
theological.chair and for her teachers she has been
largely indebted to the Old céuntry. The Separate
Churches developed theological training on sound basis;
the United Chureh must now provide treining not only
for the ministry but also for her teachers. In Nova
Scotia theologiecal instruetion developed early,

and a transition to a native ministry in the Maritime
Provineces was a generation earlier than anywhere else.
In 1875 the church in Ontarlo and Quebec was largely
mannsed by British-born ministers. In the process of
replacing these by native born ministers, a more
sympathetic understanding of conditions among the
peopletig\brought about, ‘

A third notable phase and tendency in Canadian
Presbyterianism, has been that of ecclesiastical union.
Phe parentf bodies of the Presbyterian Churches im
Canada were divided when settlements began. The reasons
for the divislion of this movement in 8cotland lay
primarly in an unnatural connsction. The duty of seeking
union was emphasized by leaders, and as the causes of
division have been removed the tendency has been to re-

store national union. These causes never existed in
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Canada, and the divisions themselves graduslly
disappeared. In 1861 only two important divisions of
the Presbyterian Church remained in Canada and by

1868 only two in the Maritime Provinces. In each of
these regions the smaller 6f these groups was

directly connected with the Church of Scotland, while
the larger was independent; made up of free and united
Presbyterian elements. In 1875 these four bodies came
together forming the Presbyterian Church of Canada.

The success of unification led the Presbyterian
Church in Canada %0 seek a larger union. Their founders
looked forward to a National Church. Union leaders
from 18756 have but carried on the work which the
recognized leaders and founders hoped for. Controversy
over union gradually is fading away, as men more clearly
realize that it is not revolutionary for s Presbyterian
who knows the things that were vital to the fathers of
the churche. '

Each of the uniting churches will doubtless make
gome contribution to the United Chureh in its pulpit
and worship traditions, its ingtitutions and methods of
training, and its emphasis on religioms life. Perhaps
the Presbyterians will impress the Congregationalists

with the dignity of coneiliar chureh government =nd
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restrain part of the enthusiasm and energy that is
characteristic of Methodism. However this cannot be
thought of as the future contribution. It will be
well for each church to escape some of its peculliar-
ities, but the greatest gain llieg in having a part
in removing the reproach of seetarian Protestantism;
in extending and enriching the fellowshlip of Christ's
followers. The act of these churches entering union
causes them to place firsgt, that which 1g Christian,
and not that which is denominational.

The United Church of Canada wlll receive from
the tradition of Presbyterianism high standards in
ministerial training and a belief that government

13 as necessary to the Church as to the State.




CHAPTER V1ll.

Barly Plans lookling forward to Union.
(including up to year 1914}

The gpirit of fellowship, distinctiwe of
Canadlan life, found expression in the political union
of Canada in 1867, '"he completion of the Canadian
Pacific Rallway advertised the opportunities of the
Great North West and prepared the way for an influx
of gettlers. The flood of immigrants kept flowing on,
ever increasing in volume.Migsionaries were hard pressed
to keep abreast of their work, Their supporters in the
East were showing signs of strain when suggestions of
co=-operation with other churches came to them. The
new nationalism of United Canada was stiring in the
blood of the natlon, and in the missionary churches the
embers of enthusiasm and ideallism dburst into flame.

The movement for Church Union in Canada is in
reality the child of two different tendencies: First,
Protestantism has always included many catholic spirits
who feel the divided body of Christ to be an intolerable

calamity.3econd, the great growling North West had to
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be suplied with missionarieg and their needs. The
supporters of this great mission field baeck in the
Bast foung it an almost impossible task to grow as
fast ag the new settlements. They were laboring under
& severe strain; each denomination frying to compete
with whatever other sects happened to be in their
commnity. Protestantism fosters standards of business
men and highly regards efficiency and economy. Hence,
the Union Movement on the par} of many was considered
geriously as an efficient projecte.

From 1817 to the early part of the present
generation there has been a succession of unions
within verious branches of the Christien Church. In
1875 the four sections of the Presbyterian Church
then existing, united under the name of ™ The
Presbyterian Churech in Canada". In 1884 the four sections
of Methodism united, forming "The Methodist Church”,.
In 1874 the desire for fellowship and closer church
relationship was expressed by the C ngregational Union
of Ontario and Quebec in a resolution favoring union
with other churches.

The Methodist Church at its first General
Conference (1884) committed itself to the Union of
protestant churches and instructed 2 committee to

promote this end by first negotiating with the




Evangelical, Pregbyterian,and Anglican Churches. The
way for union gradually began to open. In 1885 the
Ontario Provincial Synod of the Church of England invited
the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches to confer

on church union, and arranged for a conference the
following year. In 1886 the Methodist General Conference
appointed a8 committee "to confer with a committee of

the Provineial Synod of the Chureh of England on the
union of Protestant Churches"™. The Presbyterian
Agsembly made a similar responge in 1888 and a Joint
committee met in April 1889, This committee reported

to the various Assemblies in 1890 and was reappointed.
However, there was little progress made toward union
with the Anglican Church.

In 1893 Principal Grant, lecturing to his
divinity class in Queens University said ™ Gentlemen,
you and I are not reaponsible for the existing divisions
0f Christendom but I beg you not to accept ordination
until you are convinced that should you by word or deed
perpetuate those divisions by one unnecessary day, you
will have been unworthy of your ordination"™. Shortly
after this a small group met at the home of Dr. A. C.
Courtice, then a Methodist Pastor at Kingston,Ontario

Journal of the Methodist General Conference, 1886, P,1l09,



The group included Dr. Grant and Principal King of
Manitoba, and as & result the following Methodist
General Conference (1894) adopted a resolution asking
for a Pederal Court which would leave the internal
economy and polity of each church unchanged, "Wheress
the General Conference has already affirmed its willingness
to negotiate with other Protestant churches on the
question of union; and whereas the needs of the
missionary work at home and abroad call forecibly,more
g0 than ever, for economy, for mutual recognition

of sister churches, and for co-operation.

l. It is desirable, in the judgment of this
conference to establish a Federal Court composed of
representatives of the negotiating churches.

2. Such court, when established, shall not have
power to deal with questions of c¢reed or discipline,or
with any question vitally effecting the independence
of the negotliating churches.

3. The functions of this court shall be to
consult and act with the representatives of other
churches, with a view to co-operation and economy in
rogard to dependent charges within their territory.”

These developments deepened a sense of the
hindrances to the work of the Christian Chureh through

overlapping and unseemingly waste of men and money, and

resulted in various forms of co-operation.

Journal of the Methodist General Conference 1894,Page 30l.



The aotual negotiations lezding up to consumation
of church union began in 1899, At the request of the
Presbyterian Home Mission Uommittee, the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Chureh appointed’small
committes to meet with the representatives from other
Evangeliocal Churches; having power to enter into an
arrangement with them to bring about a more satisfsctory
gtate of affairs on the Home Missions Flelds. This
action was communicated to the authorities of the
Methodist Church, who appointed a2 similar committes.
These two committees met three dlfferent times and at
the General Conference of the Methodigt Church, in
Autumn of 1902; §he challenge given by the Presbyterian
Church in 1899 was accepted by the Methodist General
Conference, which declared that in its opinion the time
was opportune for a definite movement of concentrating
attention on, and alming at the organic union of the
Presbyterian Church, the Congregational Church and the
Methodist Church. It also resolved it would facilitate
the formulation of a basis of union, and educate the
people 1lnterested into that deeper spirit of unity
on which the successful consummation of such movements

ultimately depends. 4 committee was appointed to report
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at the next General Conference. This resolution was
submitted to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian

Church at its annual meeting held at Vancouver im June

1903, where it was referred to the committee on
correspondence with other churches. This committee met
on the twenty first day of April 1904, in conference
with the committee of the Methodist and Congregational
Churches. The finding was to the effect that organie
union was both desirable and practicable and this was
duly reported to the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church et its meeting in June; to the Congregational
Union of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and to the
Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec in the months
of July and June respectively. Committees were appointed
by these two shurches to confer on the subjeet of

Church Union with the committee previously appointed

by the Methodist Church. A friendly letter was sent

to the Church of BEngland in Canada, and to the Baptist
Churches, explaining the decisions reached by the Joint
union committee, and extending ccrdizl invitstions to
them to send delegates to participate in the further
discussion of Church Union. These churches replied

in oourteous fraternal terms, but did not appoint
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committees to participate in the negotiations.

The Cénveners of the committee appointed were:
Presbyterien, Rev. Principal Caven D.D.; Methodist,
Reve A. Carman.D.D.; Congregationalist,Rev. Hugh
Pedley. It was decided thot the first Jolnt meeting of
the three denominational committees should be held in
E¥nox Church Toronto, on Wednesdey December £1,1904.
Previous to thet date, however, death stopped the hands
of one of the sculptors when Rev. Prinecipsl Caven was
laid to rest; his place on the Presbyterian section
being filled by the vice~-convener, the Rev. Dr. Warden,
who presided over the deliberations of the first
conference of the three committees. At this conference
the Joint committee was subdivided into five sub-gmoups
chaerged with consideration af all questions bearing
upon the following subjeects : doctrine, polity,the
ministry, sdministration , snd law., Uppermost in the
minds of all wes the question " Is organic union
feasible and desirable"? Each committee prepared = list
of recommendstiong for the consideration of the joint
committee. At the meeting of the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in June 1905, Dr. Warden was
appointed convener of the Assembly's Committee on Church

Union, and Principal Patrick, vice convener.
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When the joint committee met for the second
conference in December 1905, the convenership of the
Fresbyterlian gection was agein made vacant through
death,and the vice-convener Principal Patrieck, was
ocalled upor to fill the place of the late Dr. Warden,
who but one year before had been called upon to fill
the place of Principal Caven. The Reve. Dr. Carman
presided over the deliberations of the second conference.
The center of interest at this conference rested with
the committee on doetrine; there could be no organic
union. There were many points of division and meny
votes taken, but nod once did all the members of
one denominstion array themselves g& one side.

The Joint committee met for the third time in
3eptember 1906« The convener of the Congregational
section, Rev. Hugh Pedley, at that time being in
England, the Rev. J. W. Pedley was ealled to fill his
place. At this conference difficulties with polity
began to emerge, and there seemed to be the feeling
on the part of some that the question of church
government should be left until union had been
accomplished. On the one side were the traditions of
independenoy; on the other, centralizing tendencies
of Episcopacy, and between those, that of

Progbyterianism. ‘owever, under the able leadership
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of Dr. Carmen order and harmony were secured.

The fourth meeting of the Joint committee was
held in December of 1907, under the chairmanship of
Reve Principal Patrick, when the problems of the
ministry came to the forefront. After meny hours
of discussion Dr. Patrick announced that it had been
agreed that the pastorate should he without limit,
and that every pastor should be assigned a charge,

The fifth conference was held in December of
1908 and was presided over by Rev. Dr., Carman. In the
discussions on administration no serious difficulties
were meét, 1t being generally recognized that financial
issues should not bring division. Untii the endfthe
questions of law were not troublesome. After five
years of patient discussion and careful examination
the first basis of union was fully framed.

We will be better able to understand the
feeling existing among the members of the Joint
committee by quoting in full one of the last acts and
resolutions passed by it, on the night of Friday
December llth 1908.

" Phis joint committee of church umion,

representing the Presbyterian, Methodist and

The United Church of Cansda Bagis of Union, as agreed upon
by the Jjoint committee on church union- 1922- P, 6 and 7.
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and @Gongregational Churches, in closing this fifth
conference, desire to acknowledge with humble gratitude
the goodness of God manifested in all their meetings.
'In the brotherly spirit of their deliberations,
in the harmony of their decisions, and in the solutions
of many difficulties presented to them, they recognize
the guidance of the Divine Spirit; and theygsubmit the
results of thelr conference to the churches
represented by them.

"They believe that the conclusions to which they
have been led, in regard to the important interest
considered by them, show that the organie union of the
negotiating churches is practicalflg. They assume that
ample opportunity will be given not only to the courts
but also to the general membership of the various
ohuroﬁes, %o consider the results of their conferences,
and they expect that the more fully these are
considered the more generally they will be improved.

"The joint committee would have been glad to
welcome to thelr conference representatives of other
Christian communions, and although this widening of
the conference has not as yet been found practical’

Q
they hope, that such an event g% negotiation %: a

The United Church of Canada.Bagis of Union, as agreed

"upon by the jolnt committee on chureh urion -1982-P.6-7
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gtill more comprehensive union may in the future be
realized.

'"The Joint committee regard their work as now
substantially completed. They recommend it to the Great
Head of the Church for His blessing, and to these
portions of His Church which they represent with the
confident hope of their approval,.

'Let thy work appsar unto thy servants, and
thy glory unto their children. Let the beauty of the
Iord our God be upon us: and establish thou the work
of our hands upon us: yea, the work of our hands '
establish thou it."

The General Assembly of the Preshyterian Cﬁurch
in 1909, upon receiving the report of its committee
on church union, in which was included the Basis of
Union as adopted by the Joint committee in 1908, said,
"DPhe Assembly receives the report and learns with
gratification that the Joint committee on union has,
after five years inguiry and discussion, arrived at
the conclugion that in their Jjudgment the organic union
of the three negotiating churches is practical”. They
also agresed that as the Joint committqe were of the

convietion that voting on the question of union should




take place simultaneously in the three negotiating
churches, and as the General Conference of the
Methodist Church would not take place until September
1910, they would not seek the judgment of the church
at large until after that date. They requested,
however, that coples of the report be sent to the
Presbyteries, Sessions, and Congregations in order
that they might be prepared to deal with it when the
time for disposal should arrive. In 1910 the General
Assembly adopted the following resolution: " The
Assembly declsres its approval of the dccuments agreed
upon by the Joint committee as & basis upon which this
church may unite with the Methodist and Congregational
Churches, and they direct that this resolution, along
with the above mentioned documents, be transmitted
to Presbyteries for thelr judgment under the Barrier
Aet, instructing Presbytery clerks to report the
decisions arrived at to the clerks of the General
Assembly not later than the first day of May, l9ll".
The report of the vote by Presbyteries to the
General :issembly of 1911 was that of the 70
Presbyteries of the Church, 67 voted on the gquestion.
6O Preshyteries voted approval end 476 men-spsroesai.

Basis of Union of United Church of Canada Lov.l924. P.

23e



The assembly then éent the whole guestion down to
Segsionsg and Congregations for thelr Judgment.

The General Conference of the Methodist Church
in 1910 declared approval of the documents as agreed
upon by the Jjoint committee as a basis of union on
which Presbyterian, Methodist, and Congregstional
Churches may unite. It further directed the General
Conference Speclial Committee to send the documents
t0 the direct meeting for consideration, and adoption
or rejection. The result of the vote by conferences
wag that eleven conferences voted approval and one
non-approval.

The Congregational Union of 1909, after reviewing
the steps taken decided that organic union is both
desirable and practical , and whether thalorganic
-union on the basis prepared by the joint committee
mgst be decided by the votes of the ohurches.-They
recommended that the documents be sent to the churches
for consideration.

The vote of the elders, officials and members
wag as follows:

Presbyterian: In answer to the question, "Are

you in favor of organic union with the Methodist and

Pigures taken from the Manual of the United Church of
Cansda P.9.
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Congregational Churches?, 6,245 of the 9,675 elders
voted for and 2,475 against; of 287,944 communicants,
106,756 voted for and 48,278 against; of the edherents,
37,175 voted for and 14,174 against. In answer to the
question " Do you approve of the propogsed Basls of
Union?', 5,104 elders voted for, and 2,192 against;
77,933 communicants voted for and 27,187 agalnsgt;
27,756 adherents voted for, and 10,316 against,

.The Methodist vote concerneiﬁ%asis only: Of
£9,280 officiesle 253,475 voted for, and 3,869 against;
0f 293,967 members 18 years of age or over, 150,84l
voted for, and 24,357 agalinst; of 29,373 members
under 18 years of age 17,198 voted for, and 2,615
against; of adherents 42,1156 voted for, sand 7,234

againgt.
7 23%
Congregationalists: Of 10,689 members 5928

: 2933 .
voted for,and "£84 agalnst,

Subsequent to these Plebiscltes the supreme
courts of the respective churches adopted the
follewing resolutions:

The Congregational Union, whose membership had
voted some monthe previous to the other churches,
stated, "We consider the action already taken as

guffielent, and will now wait until the other
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negotiating bodies have had an opportunity of testing
to a corresponding degree the feeling of their
constituencies™ (Year Book, 1910-1l. P.31l)

The Methodist General Conference Special
Committee declared, "That the Methodist Church is
now prepared to proceed toward the union of the
three negotiasting churches on the Basis of Union
heretofore agreed upon." (Minutes,July 16-17, 1912)

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Churech resgol¥ed as follows:

" In view of the extent of the minority, which
is not yet convinced that the organic union is the
best method of expressing the unity sincerely desired
by all, the Agsembly deems it unwise to proceed
immediately to consummate the union; but believes that
by further wvonference &nd discussion practiecally
unanimous action can be secured within a reascnable
time¥ It alsgo resolved that all suggestions " be
referred to the union committee for their consideration
in the hope of removing objections, and with a view
to further conferences with the committees of other
negotiating echurches". ( Minutes, 1912, P.45 and 46)

In 1913 the Assembly resclved that for the




fullest and falrest consideration of every aspect
of the question, further amendments to the present
Basis of Union and aslternative propossls be invited
and referred to its union committee " In order that
after considering them it msy agein enter into
conference with the committees of the negotiating
ochurches, with the view of setting before our
people final presentation of the question for their
judgment™. (Appendices to Minutes 1913. P.302,)

In 1914 the .ssembly invited the Congregational
and Methodist Churches to meet in a joint committee
with its own union committee, t0 consider and prepars
an amended basis thet might be submitted to the
Agsembly of 1915, (Minutes, 1914, P.4l.)

During this time the Congregational Union
had reappointed its union committee year by year. In
1914 the General ‘onference of the Methodist Church,
in response to the invitation of the Presbyterian
Assembly of 1914, reappointed its union committee.
These committees met in joint conference in Toronto
on the 16th and 1l7th of December 1914. They discussed

l. The proposed changes in the Basis of Union
suggested by the General Assembly of the Presbyterien

Church.
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2.Changes suggested dy the Denominational
Conmittee on church union.

3+The name to be given to the united church
and the nemes to be given to the courts and officials.

4.The legal aspect of the whole question of
church union.

5.0ther matters, in preparation of the final
recommendation regarding church union to be presented
to the courts of the negotiating churches.

Upon these various subjects conclusions were
reached which were embodied in the amended Basis of
Union. The final resolution of the Joint sommittes
in closing was thelr desite to glive thanks to ‘od for

the guidance of His spirit in their deliberations.
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CHAPTER 1lX.

Purther Developments
( from 1914 to June 10,1925-inclusive)

The Congregational Church,in June 1915,
through its union committee expressed their spproval
of the amended basis as submitted; also its
gratification that the negotiations so long pending
had been advanced to snother stage and expressed the
hope that there would be no unnecessary delay in
bringing the proposed union to a suocessful
consumme tion.

In June, 1916, after hearing of the action
teken by the Presbyterian Assembly, it expressed
itself through the eommittee as being prepared to
continue its poliey of patiently walting until further
action should be taken by the Presbyterian Church,
helding themselves in readiness to take all necessary
oonstitutional and legal steps when these should be
oalled for.

During 1917 and 1918:there was no special action

taken other than to agree to continue all forms of




go0~operation,

In 1920 the emphasis was a2gain placed on the
necessity of patiently waiting, urging continued
co~-operation and guarding sgainst any weakening or
gslackening of endeavor during this uncertain period.

In 1921 jJjoy wes expressed over the action
0of the Presbyterian Assembly in its vote to consummate
the union, and their committee was instructed to take
such sction as might be necessary to bring corporate
union into effect as soon as possible.

In June 1922 the Congregational Union of Canada
approved the report of its church union committee,
which included the actlon taken by the Joint committee
in 1921; also the report of its own work in preparing
the necessary date concerning the denominational
corporations for the law and legislation committee.
The attitude of this committee may be seen by quoting
the conclusion of their report."Your committee cannot
forbear expressing the very earnest hope that there
will be no unnecessary delay in bringing these
prolonged negotistions to a definite and fruitful
consummation; that the union of these historiec
denominationg is to be regarded as the ultimate

goal of the Christian Unity Movement, now so strongly

Beglis of Union, United Church of Cunada P.30.
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getting in. We do not bellieve, but we are convinced,
that 1teg realization will be a wonderful testimony

and a marvellous help in dealing with the pregnant
religious situation in Canada. As for the Congregationsl
Churches, they have made no light sacrifices In order
that this plan of union might be brought to maturity.

We would deplore any further delay as detrimental
to our own work,amd& as an injury to the largér interests
of the Christian Church in the Dominion. Surely, now
is the time for definite polioy and prompt and vigorous
action",.

In accordance with the Constitution of the
Congregational Union of Canada, which 1s a voluntary
aggociation without legislaté;% authority, the draft
legislation for the Dominion and Provincial legislatures
and Trusts of iiodel Deed, as prepared by the joint
committee were submitted to the different Congregational
ineorporated societies and funds; and to the indiwidual
churches, to0 secure their approval. The result was
formal approval by all the incorporsted societie; and
funds, and by a large me jority of the churches.

In June 1923 the Congregetional Union of Canada,

approved the draft of the proposes legislation, and




appointed thelir committee with the power to act

in conjunction with the committees of the sister churches
in procuring such legislation and taking such action

as should be necessary to consummete the union in,"The
United Church of Canada", In regard to the congregations
which had not voted approval, arrangements wers made

for visitetion and further presentation of the matter.
Forty representatives of the first Gemneral Council of
the United Church of Canads were also selected,

The Methodist Church in 1918 received and
confirmed the action of the committee on church union
in December 1914, especially concerning the name to
be given the united church. They reappointed their
committee with the instructions to do all in their
power to bring about church union at the earliest
possible time. It was also given authority to eall
the General Conference in special session if necessarye.

The General .onference of the Methodist Church
in 1922 adopted the following resolutions: " That the
eneral Conference has considered the proposed Act of
the Parliament of Canada to incorporate the United
Church of Canada, and the proposed legislation of the

gseveral legislatures, of the Provinces of Canada,

Bagls of Union of the United Church of Canada. 1924.F.32 & 34.



submitted to 1t by the joint committee on church uniony.

" That this General Conference hereby approves
the principles, and in general, the form of the said
proposed gcts¥i.

" That a committee of forty be appointed by this
General Conference to aet for and on behalf of the
Methodist Church t0 procure the enactment of the szaid
propoged acts of the Parliament of Canade and the
legislatures of the Provinces of Canada; also the
legislatures of the colonies and countries outside of
canada, having jurisdiction over any of the propsrty
of the negotiating churches, as such committee may
deem necessary or requisite in order to effectuate
and consummate the union of the Presbyterian,Methodist
and Congregational Churches of Canada, in accordancs
with the provisions of the Basls of Union and the
general principles eontained in said proposed Acts.”

"that the said committee have full power and
authority for and on behalf of the Methodist Church
to consider and deal with any proposals made by or
on behalf of any of the negotiating churches or any
committee thereof, or otherwise with respect to the

gsald leglslation; to make or coneur in any changes

Basis of Union of the United Church of Canada P.33.



or amendments to the sald proposed Acts that they

in thelr discretlion may deem advisable in order to
carry into effect the provisions of the Basis of
Union and the general principle as contained in the
sald proposed Acts; and with the representatives

of other negotiating churches to settle and determine
the final form of any such legislation, and generally
to do all such acts and things as the sald committee
may deem expedient to procure whatever legislation
may in their opinion be necessary or requisite to
effectuate and consummate the said union, pursuant

to the provisions of the Baglis of Union and the
principles contained in the szid proposed Acts." The
General Conference also elected in the same year

five ministers and seventy five members to act as
members of the FPirst Council of the United Chureh of
Canesda.

The Special Committee of the General Conferemce
in July 1923, adopted the following regolutions: " That
this General Conference Special Committee of Forty on
8hurch Union undertake whatever it may deem necessary
in the promotion of church union: That we hereby

authorize the raising of a special fund during this

Assembly Minutes 1915. P, 43,



conference year to meet the expenses incurred in
eonnection with the consummation of church union.
Presbyterian Church, In 1910 the Asgssembly at
Kingston arrived at the following conclusion: "This
Asgembly hereby declares its approval of the "Basis
of Union" now submitted as a basls on which this
Ghurch may unite with the Methodist and Congregational
Churches, and directs that the said bamis be transmitted
to Presbyteries for their Jjudgment, and that this
resolution be sent therewith. The Assembly also directs
that the question of union be submitted to sessions
and also to communicants and adherents of the church
in the following form ™ Are you in favor of union with
the Methodist and Congregational Churches of Canada on
the Basis of Union approved by the General Assembly of
19159 Yess No.N.B. The people are reminded that the
decision on this question must be reached on the basis
of the votes cesgt.™
In 1916, at Winnipeg the results of the vote
on the gquestion of union stood as follows:~
Presbyteries Approving........... 53
Disapprovingesec.v.eas 13
Piog: . ecivanaansean B
Irrelevant returns.. 2

Rejevtefecccaaci. v 'L
No returns fromeeso. 4

76

SGBSiO.nB FOI‘-...--......-.---.7,066
Against..c.1lonoclcoos’ezz




Commanicants Foressecs.o 106,634
Against... 69,913

Adherents For.l.otccolo 56’942
Againgte...e. 20,004

Pagtoral Charges for... 1,331
and

Mission Pields Agalnst. 494.

By a vote of 406 for, and 90 against, the
Assembly expressed its finding as follows: That in
accordance with its recommendations this General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Canada does
now resbélve to unite with the Methodist and
Congregational Churches to constitute ' The United
Church of Canada' on the Basis of Union approved
by the General Assembly of 1915, and by the mejority
of Presbyteries since consulted under the Barrier Act".

fhey also appointed 2 committee to carry
out the poliey of the Assembly and to act with the
committees of the other two churches in taking such
gteps as necessary for making application for Dominion
and Provincial Legislatures and alsc for such
leglislation as may be necessary to secure the
conveyance of property to the United Church. This
committee was not to report intil the first year

Assenmbly Minntes 1916 P, 57.
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after the c¢lose of the war. Provision was also to be
mzde to congerve the property rights of all
congregations that determined by a majority vote of the
communicants not to enter the United Church.

In 1917, in Montreal, the Assembly again
considered the guestion of union. The Assembly expresged
the wish that there be no disunion among the membership
of their own church, and urged that propagandism be
discontinued on both sides and that a spirit of prayer
be cultivated; that during the period until after
the close of the war there be no controversye.

In June 1921, at Toronto, the gquestion of union
wes again considered, when the following decision was
reached: ™ That whereas the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada has already by a large
majority expressed itself in favor of prganic union
with the Methodist and Congregational Churches of
Canada; that whereas two appezls t0 the members and
adherents of the Presbyterian Church in Canada have
resulted in a similar way; that whereas during the time
when by general agreement the matter of union was not
discussed, nothing has ocecurred to change the mind of the

church but rather to confirm and strengthen its
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previous decision, therefore be it resolved : thet
this General Assembly taks such steps as may be deemed
best t0 consummate organic union with the above named
churches as expeditely as possible; that the Assembly
instruet its boards, committees, courts and congregations
to carry out the largest possible measure of co-operation
with similar bodies of other negotiating churches,
particularly in the education of candidates for the
ministry, church publicetions, missions, scecial service
work; that the Assembly gusrsntees to continue the rights
of ministers in good standing in our church to such of
our ministers as serve in united congregations in
affilietion with one or other of the negotiasting churches
and such of our ministers as may hereafter be called to
serve in Independent Unicn congregations only when
their settlement i1s approved by the Preshbytery within
whose boundé the Independent Union Church is situated".
In 1922 the committee on church urnion in
reporting progress at the General Assembly in Winnipeg,
stated that the committee had unanimously decided:
l."That the sblest legal counsel possible be
obtaineds they to consider and report fully upon the legal

steps involved in the proposed union."

Assembly Minutes 1921. 29 & 50
Agsembly Minutes 1922. Appendices P.509-511l.



2. "That 2ll documents bearing on the proposed
union (imcluding the resolution of the Presbyterian
union committee, Dec, 15th,1914,conserving the rights
of individual congregations) be submitted to the above
named council for their consideration and that they
be asked to report to the committee a2ll the steps
necessary to consummate the proposed union; submitting
therewith copies of 2ll proposed bills to be submitted
to the Parlisment of Canada and the several legislatures”.

As a result of the adoption of this resolution,
Mr. We Ne Tilley, KoCo and Mr, R.S.Cassels, K.C. were
retalned as counsel for the Presbyterian Church.The
Assembly adopted the report of the committee; it also
passed the following recommendations:That the committee
be continued and report to the next Assembly”{ Assembly
Minutes 1922, P. 30.)

In 1923 st the meeting of the General Assembly
in Port Arthur, the committee on union submitted the
following recommendations:

l, That the @eneral Assembly hereby determines
to proceed forthwith to the consummation of union with
the Methodist and Congregationsl Churches of Can=ds,upon
the terms of the draft bills herewith presented, which
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are hereby approved in principle and general as to
form as necessary to give legal effeet to said Union,
and to furnish the United Church with legal authority
requisite to corporate action, and as by said bills
provided”.

(a) " Phet as to matters of form and detail, the
General /ssembly recommends to the committee to be
appointed as heresfter mentioned, the favoresble
congideration of the changes set out in the memorandum,
showing propoged changes in draft legislation submitted
by the Legal Sub-committee, after comsultation with
couneil, attached hereto and certified by the hand
of the Secretary”.

£¢ "That the General Assembly appoint a committee
on church union to aoct for and on behalf of the
Presbyterian Church in Cansda, in co-operation with
similar committees from other negotizting churches, with
the authority to put the bills in final shape and to
procure the enactment of the proposed Acts of Parliament
of Canada; of the legislatures of the Provinces of Cunads,
and of such other legisletures of the colonies and
countries outside of Canada as mey be necessary to

consummate the sgid Union™,
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3«" That the Generasl Aesembly provide for
the appointment of one hundred and fifty members
to represent our Church in the first General Council
of the United Church of Canada."

4." That: the General Assembly instruct its
committees in co-operation with similar committees from
negotiating churches to inform the membership of the
churches of its action now taken, the time and methods
to be decided upon by the committee 1n charge, and to
take such further steps in preparation for the
consummation of union as will secure the fullest
meagure of spiritual benefit for an event g0 momentous
in the religious higtory of this Dominion."

Bs " That the General Assembly require Presbyteries
t0 furnish a description of the tenure by which all
8ongregational property is held, so that a list may be
given of the properties held under schedule D."

The above five recommendations were adopted by
a vote of 427 to 129.

The joint committee on church union met October
2lst, 1921, in Metropolitan Methodist Church, "oronto.
Brief statments were made by representatives of each of

the negotiating churches concerning theilr present attitude
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toward the consummation of union. A rerresentative

of the General Council of local union churches traced
the development of the union church kovement in
Western Canada, and assured the joint committee that
"The local union churches are ready to merge

into the United Church of Canada as soon as the
contemplated union is effected". At the above meeting
of the joint committee, a standing committee on law
and legislation was asppointed to consider and report
on the legislation necessary to give effect to the
union of the negotiating churches, An invitation was
also extended to the Genmeral Council of loecal union
churches to send thelr representatives as correspoinding
members to future meetings of the committee. The
segsion wag cloged with thelr deep gratitude to
almighty de for their truiy Christian spirit that
characterized all its discussions.

The eighth conference of the Joint committee
on church union met agein in Toronto in the Metropolitan
Church September 22nd, 1922. The commlittee,presented
a draft of the proposed "Dominion se¢t Incorporating
the United Church of Csanada", with "Prusts of Model

Deed"and"Provincial Legislation relating to the

Bagig of Union of the United Church of Cznada,l924.P.,29 & 33.
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United Church of Canada™. These drafts were carefully
considered and certain smendments made. instruction

was then given that the draft bills be"sent forward to
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, the
General onference of the Methodist Church and the
Congregational Union", The request wasg made that action
be taken and committees appointed with the power to

put the legislation into final form. This meeting also
decided that the General Council of the Wnited 8hurch
be composed of three hundred and fifty members;one
hundred and f£fifty by the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church, one hundred and fifty by the
General Conference of the Methodist Church, forty by
the Congregational Union, and ten by the Council of the
Union Churches of Western ‘anada.

The ninth meeting of the joint committee on church
union met in the Metropolitan /ethodist Chureh in Toronto,
September 1923. At this meeting the death of the Reve.
Hugh Pedley D.D., Ghairman ofthe Congregational committee
on church union was reported. Reports were received from
negotiating churches, stating that the proposed
legislation had been approved in general ; that committees
on church union had been appointed, and that provision

Bagis of Union of United Chureh of Canada 1924. P.33.
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had been mede for the election of the members of the
Pirst General Council of the United Church. A committee
on literature, informstion and public meetings was
appointed, A committee on finance was appointed, and

the money needed %o be supplied as followa: Presbyterian
Church 45%, methodist Church 45% and the Congregational
Church 10%.

In 1924 the necessary legislation was snacted
by the Parliament of Canada. The Federal United Church
Aot declared that " The Presbyterian, Methodist and
Congregational Churches of Canads, by their free and
independent action, through their governing bodies and
in accordance with their respective constitutioms,
wilthout loss of their identity had merged into United
Chureh of Canzda,

The congregations had the right to decide by
majority vote not to enter the union. Those which voted
non-concurrence retained thelr congregationsl property,
and provision was made through the appointment of a
federal commission by which they would receive their
equitable share of the general property of the church
to which they formerly belonged. Incertain provinces,

éommissions were appointed for the adjustment of

The Manual of the United Church of Canada. P.ll.
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extreme hardships in relation to congregational
property on the part of minorities.

On June 10th 19285, the union of the three
churches was solemmnly consummated in the Arena,
Poronto, in the presence of more than eight thousand
members of the Churchs The Bagis of Unlon was
formally signed by the chlef officers of the supreme
courts of the uniting churches. Thisg historic act
was followed by prayer, congtituting the First General
Council of the United Church of Canada. The
commigsioners and the assembled church members
participated in the sacrament of the Lord's Supper
and in the service of hAsllowing and consumme ting, as
three streams of Christian life flowed together and
formed the United Church.

Greetings were received from:~
l.The Cgngregational Union of England and Wales.
2.The National Council of the Congregational
Churches of the United States.
3eThe Congregational Union of South Africa.
4.The C_ngregational Union of Australia
5.Metholist Church of Augtralia.
6.Methodist Church in Ireland.
7.Primitive Methodlst Conference of
Great Britain.
8.Methodist Episcopal Church of United States.
9.Church of Scotland.
10.8hanting Christian University.

ll.Presbyterians of England.
l2.,United Free Church of Scotland.

Record of Proceedings of the First General Councll of
the United Church of Canada, 1925. Pages 255-271.
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13.Pregsbyterian _hurch in Ireland.
14,.Presbyterian Church, United States.
15.,Wesleyan Methodiast Church of Great
Britain and Ireland.
l6.Methodist Episcopal Church,Bouth,
of the United States.
17.United Methodlst Church of Great Britain.
18L'Eglise Nationale Protegtanti De Geneve.
19.,The General Synod of the Reformed Church
in America.

" 20.The Reformed Church in the United States.
2l.Presbyterian Church, North, United States.
22.Presbyterian Church of New Zealand.
23.Presbyterian Church of South Amerieca.

24 .,Pregbyterian Church of Jamsica.

25.National “hristian Council of China.

26.Presbytery of Maliva, India.

27.Schweizerischer Evangelischer Eirghenbund.

28,Trinidad Mission Council.

29.Canadian Presbyterian Mission,Central Africa,.

30.80outh India United Church.

3l.The Canadian Presbyterian Mission,Honan,China.

32.West Chine Womans Missionary Society of the
Canadian Methodist Church.

Bz.cinadian Methodist Mission Council,Szechwan,
Chinsg.

34.General Conference, Japan Methodist Church.

30esdapan National Christian Counecil.

36+.United Church in India, North.

37.Canadian Methodist Mission Couneil, Japan.

38.Korea Misgion of the Pregbyterian Church in
Canada,

39.The Mission Council of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, North Formosa.

40,The South China Mission of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada.

41.Methodist Preachers Meeting of Southern
California.

42.Garrett Biblical Institute.

Prom the sbove greetings we see the interest taken
by the Christian people throughout large portions of
the world in the United Church of Canada.
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Under the Federal Act all congregations of the
three churches, excert those in kanitoba and New
Brunswick, had the right to vote by either ballot or
resolution, Of the 174 Congregational Churches in
Canade, all but seven entered the Union. The total
number of Methodist Churches in Canada 1s 4,797,
end all entered the Union. In the Presbyterian _hurch
there are, in all, 4,509, preaching places, of these
there were 667 voted non-conburrence.

The approximate gtrength of the United Church
at the time of union was:

Congregational ChurcheSeceesccacceess 174

nethod.ist chwches..l.d B8 & & o8 a8 a8 8w -'4797
Presbyteriean ChurcheSess. oo .vu.0es..4509

9480
Less Non-conecurring ChurcheS..... +. 674

Membership:

Congregationalaisececsasseeaesad2,220
Methodist.'-.......I.l...-..4l4’0%7
Proasbyteriafe.ccnaceccessaca 866,110
Potal Membership of United Thurch 692,838

Ministers entering the United Church:

Congregationglecesccecaccncsa.ao 8B
RO EEE. s deicacssnsaoms soses SOEE
Presbyterian....... . 2037
Non-Concurring Approx. 368....1669
2,819

Figures taken from Record of Proceedings of the First
General Conference 1925. P.76


http:Methodist���..��...�����.���
http:congregational..��..�.���

Missionarlies entering the United Church:

Congregationaliscoceccseese 24
Method.ist.-.....--.. --.--.510
Presbyterialie.c.c..c cocnaus 314

648
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CHAPTER X.

The Doctrines of the United Church

of Canads.

The following is the Doectrine of the Basis
of Union as prepared by the Joirt Committee of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada, the Methodist Church
and the Congregational ‘hureh’of Canada, and
approved by the Supreme Courts of these Churches.
This is to be found in the Year Book of the United
Church of Canada, 1926 Pages 289-404:

General

l." The name of the Church formed by the
union of the Presbyterian, Methodist and Congregational
Churches in Canade, shall be ™ The United Church of
Canada".

2+ It shall be the policy of the United Church
to foster the spirit of unity in the hope that this
sentiment of unity may in due time, so far as Canada
is cconcerned, take shape in & Church which may
fittingly be described as national".

Doetrine

We, the representatives of the Preshjterian,
Methodist and .ongregational branches of the Church
of Christ in Canada, do hereby set forth the
gubstance of the Christian faith, as commonly held
among us. In doing so we build upon the foundations laid
by the apostles and prophets. Jdesug christ Himself beling
the chief corner stone. We affirm our belief in the
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Soriptures of the 014 and New Testaments as the
primary source =nd uptimate standard of Christisn
faith and life, We acknowledge the teaching of the
great creeds of the ancient Church. We further
maintain our ellegiance to the evangelicel doctrines
of the Reformation, as set forth in common in the
doetrinal standards adopted by the Presbyterian
Church in Canada, by the Methodist Chureh and by the
Congregational Union of Ontario and Quebec. We
present the accompanying statment as a brief summary
of our common faith and commend it to the studious
attention of the members and adherents of the
negotiating Churohes, as 1n substance agreesable

to the teaching of the Holy Scriptures)

ARTICLE l." Of God; We bélieve in the one living and
true God, a Spirit, infinite, eternal and unchangeable,
in His beirg and perfections; the Lord Almighty, who

is love, most Jjust in all His ways, most glorious

in holiness, unsearchable in wisdom, plenteous in
mercy, full of compassion, and abundant in goodness
and truth. We worship him in the unity of the Godhead
and the mystery of the Holy Trinity, the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit, three personsg of the same
substance, equal in power and glory"

ARTICLE ll. " 0Of Revelation- We believe that God has
revealed Himself in meture, in history and in the heart
of man; that he has been graciously pleased to make
clearer revelation of Himself to men of God who

gpoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit; and that
in the fulness of time He has perfectly revealed
Himgelf in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, who

is the brightness of the Father's glory and the express
imege of His person. We receive the HBoly Seriptures

of the 0ld and New Testaments, given by inspiration

of God, as contalning the only infallible rule of
faith and life, a faithful record of God's gracious
revelations and as the sure witness of Chrigt¥.

ARTICLE 1lll. " Of the Divine Purpose- We believe
that the eternal, wise and holy and loving purpose
of God so embraces all events that while the freedom
of men is not taken away, nor is God the author of
8in, yet in this providence he makes all things work
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to-gether in the fulfilment of His Sovereign design
and the manifestation of His glory."

ARTICLE 1V-"0f Creation and Providence- We believe
that God 1s the crestor, upholder and governor of all
things; that He 18 shove all His works and in them all;
and that He made man in His own image, to meet for
followship with Him, free and able to choose between
good and evil, and responsible to His Maker and Lord."

ARTICLE V= Of Sin and of Man- We believe that our
first parents, being tempted, chose evil, and so fell
away from God and oame under the power of sin, the
penalty of which is etermal death:; and that, by
reason of this disobedience, all men are horn with a
gsinful nature, that we have broken God's law and that
no man can be saved but by His grace.”

ARTICLE V1- "0f the Grace of God- We bellieve that God,
out of His great love for the world, has given His
only Begotten Son to be the Saviour of sinners, and in
the Gospel freely offers His all-sufficient salvation
to all men. We believe also that God, in His own

good pleasure, gave to His Son a people, an
innumerable multitude, chosen in Christ unto holiness,
service and salvation."

ARPICLE V1l~ " Of the Lord Jesus Christ- We believe
in and confesa the Lord Jesue Christ, the only
Mediator between God and man, who, being the

Eternal Son of God, for us men and for our salvation
became truly man, being conceived of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary, yet without sin.Unto

us He has revealed the Father, by His word and Spirit,
making known the perfect will of God. For our
redemption He fulfilled all righteousness, offered
Himself a perfect sacrifice on the cross, satisfied
Divine justice and made propitiation for the sins of
the whole world. He rose from the dead and ascended
into Heaven, where he ever intercedes for us. In

the hearts of believers He abidea forever as the
indwelling Christ; above us and over us all He rules;
wherefore, unto Him we render love, obedience and
adoration as our Prophet, Priest and King."
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ARTICLE V1ll- ™ Of the Holy Spirit- We believe in the
Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who moves upon the
hearts of men to restrain them from evil and to
incite them unto good, and whom the Father is ever
willing to give unto all who ask Him. We believe that
he has spoken by holy men of God in making known His
truth to men for their salvation; that, through our
exalted 8aviour, He was sent forth in power to
convict the world of sin, to enlighten men's minds

in the knowledge of Christ, and to persuade and enable
them to obey the call of the Goapel; and that He
abides with the Church, dwelling in every bellever

a3 the spirit of truth, of power, of holineass, of
comfort and of love."

ARTICLE 1X~ " Of Regeneration- We believe in the
necesnlty of regeneration, whereby we are made new
creatures in Christ Jesus by the Spirit of God, who
imparts spiritual life by the gracious and mysterious
operation of His power, using as the ordinary means
the truths of His Word and in the ordinances of
divine appointment in ways agreeable to the nature
of man,"

ARTICLE X- ™ Of FPaith and Repentance- We belleve that
faith in Christ is a saving grace whereby we receive
Him, trust in Him and rest upon Him alone for
salvation as He is offered to us in the Gospel, and
that this saving faith is always acecompanied by
repentance, wherein we confess and forsske our sins
with full purpose of and endeavor after a new
obedience to God.™

ARTICLE Xl- ® Of Justification and Sonship- We
believe that faith in Christ is a saving grace
whereby we recelve Him, trust in Him and rest upon
Bim alone for salvation as He is offered to us in
the Gospel, and that this saving faith is slways
accompanied by repentance, wherein we confess and
forsake our sins with full purpose of and endeavor
after a new obedience to God."
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ARTICLE Xll-"0f Sanctification- We believe that those
who are regenerated and Justified grow in the likeness

of Christ through fellowship with Him, the indwelling

of the Holy Spirit, and obedience to the truth, that

a holy life 1s the fruit and evidence of saving faith;
and that the believers hope of continuance in such a life
is in the preserving grace of God. And we believe that

in this growth in grace Christians mey attain that
maturity and full assurance of faith whereby

the love of God is made perfect in us."

ARTICIE Xlll- " Of Prayer- We believe that we are
encouraged to draw near to God, our Heavenly Father,
in the neme of His 8Son, Jesus Christ, and on our own
behalf and that of others to pour out our hearts
humbly yet freely before Him, as becomes His beloved
children, giving Him the honor and praise due His
holy name, asking Him to glorify Himgelf on earth

as in heaven, confessing unto Him our sins and seek-
ing of Him every gift needful for this life and for
our everlasting salvation. We belleve also that,
inasmuch as all true prayer is prompted by His Spirit,
Ne will 1n responge thereto grant us every blessing
according to His unsearchable wisdom and the riches
His grace in Jesus Christ.”

ARTICLE X1V~ "Of the Law of God~ We believe that the
moral law of God, summarized in the Ten Commandments,
testified to by the prophets and unfolded in the life
and teaching of Jesus Christ, stands forever in
truth and equity and is not made void by faith, but
on the contrary is established thereby. We bellieve
that God requires of every man to 4o Justly, to love
merey,and to walk humbly with God, and that only
through thig harmony with the will of God shall be
fulfilled that brotherhood of man wherein the Kingdom
of God 1s to be made manifest?

ARTICLE XV~ "™ Of the Church~ We acknowledge one
holy Catholic Church, the innumerable ecompany of
gaints of every age and nation, who being united by
the Holy Spirit to Christ their Head are one body
in Him and have communion with their Lord and with
one another. Further, we receive it as the will of
Christ that His Church on earth should exist as a
vislble and sacred brotherhood, consisting of those
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who profess faith in Jesus Christ and obedience to
Him, together with their children, and other
baptized chitdren, and organized for the confesaion
of His name, for the public worship of God, for the
adminigtration of the sasraments, for the upbullding
of the saints, and for the universal propagation
of the Gospel; and we acknowledge as 2 part, more
or less pure, of this universal brotherhood, every
partiocular Church throughout the world which
professes this faith in Jesus Christ snd obedience
to Him as divine Lord and Saviour."”

ARTICLE XV1- " Of the Sacraments- We acknowledge

two sacraments. Baptism and the Lord's Supper, which
were instituted by Christ, to be perpetual obiigation
as s8igns and sealas of the covenant ratified in His
precious blood, as means of grace, by which, working
in ws, He doth not only quioken, but also gstrengthen
and comfort our faith in Him, and as ordinances
through the observance of which, working in us, he
doth not only quicken, but also strengthen and
comfort our faith in Him, and as ordinances through
the observance of which Hig Church ia to confess her
Lord and be vigibly distinguished from the rest

of the world.

l. Baptise with water into the name of
the Pather and of the 3on and of the
Holy Spirit is the sacrament by which
are gignified and sealed our union to
Christ and participation in the
blesaings of the new covenant. The
proper subjects of Bsptism are belisvers,
and infants presented by thelr parents
or guardians into the Christian faith.
In the latter case the parents or
guardiang should train up their children
in the nurture and admomition of the
Lord, and should expect that their
children will, by operation of the Holy
Spirit, receive the benefits which the
gacrament is designed and fitted to convey.
Phe Church is under the most solemn
obligation to provide for their Christian
instruction.
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2+ The Lord's Supper is the sacrament
of communion with Christ and with
His people, in which bread and wine
are given and received in thankful
remembrance of Him and His sacrifice
on the ceross; and they who in faith
receive the same do, after a spiritual
manner, partake of the body and blood
of the Lord Jesus Christ to their comfort,
nourishment and growth in grace. All
may be admitted to the Lord's Supper who
make & credible profession of thelir faith
in the Lord Jesus Christ and of obedience
to His law.”

ARTICLE XV1l- " Of the Ministry- We Relieve that Jesus
Christ, as the Supreme Head of the Caurch, has
appointed therein a ministry of the Word and sacraments,
and calls men to this ministry; that the Church, under
the guidance of the Holy S8pirit, recognizea and chooses
those whom He calls, and should thereupon duly ordain
them to the work of the Ministry."

ARTICLE XV1ll= " Of Church Order and Fellowship- We
believe that the Supreme and only Head of the Church
is the Lord Jesus Christ, that its worship, teaching,
disciplire and government should be administered
according to His will by persons chosen for thelr
fitness and duly set apart to their office; and that
although the visible Church may contain mnworthy
members and is liable to err, yet believers ought not
lightly to separate themselves from its communion, but
are to live in fellowship with thelr brethren,which
fellowship i3 to be extended, as God gives opportunity,
to all who in every place call on the name of the
Lord Jesus."

ARTICLE X1X- "™ Of the Resurrection, the last Judgment
and the FPuture Life~ We bellieve that there shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the
unjust, through the power of the Son of God, who shall
come to Judge the living and the dead; that the finally
Impenitent shall go away into eternal punishment

and the righteous into life eternal.”

ARTICLE XX- " Of Cpristian Service and the Final Triumph-
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We belisve that it is our duty as disciples and
servants of Christ, to further the extension of His
Kingdom, to do good unto all men, to meintain

the public and private worship of God, to hallow the
Lordls Bay, to preserve the inviolability ¢f marriage
and the sanctity of the family, to uphold the just
suthority of the State, and so to live in all honesty,
purity and charity that our lives shall testify of
Christ., We joyfully receive the word of Christ, bidding
His people go into all the world and make disciples of
all nations, declaring unto them that God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto Himsélf, and that

He will have all men to be saved, and come to the
knowledge of the truth. ‘e confidently believe that

by his power and grace all His enemles shall finally
be overcome, and the kingdoms of this world be

made the XKingdom of our God and of His Chriast."
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CHAPTER Xl.

Home and Foreign Missions of the

United Churech of Canads.

When Cenade is looking back with pride
fver the steady growth toward nationhood since
1867, may she also remember thet the Christian
Church hes made equal progress during these years.
What is now "The United Church of Canada”
was, at that time, broken into many fragments and
the foreign and home migsion enterprise was
very limited in its extent and influence. The
formation of the new settlements, created new
demands and as already noted the magnitude of the
tagk confronting the misgsion workers, aided mueh in
breaking down sectarisn barriers. The home missionary
problems,which confronted Cansdian Churches one
hundred years.,ago,were very simple when compared
to what they are to-day. A hundred years ago there
were only three races in Canada %o whom they could
serve, the Angle-Saxon settlers, the Indians and the

French. To-day there are sixty~eight nationalists
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who speak one hundred and ten different dialects,
represented in the population of Canads. Many of
these races have segregated into large colonies
and represert a problem in bringing to them the
message of the Gospel.

The enterprises of the Board of Home Lkiissions
of the United Church are of the most varied characters.
An attempt is made to fill up that whieh is lacking
in the religious life of any community. The Gospel
1s preached in more than twenty different languages,
not taking into aecount the various Indian Dialects.
The Home Missioner labors everywhere on behalf of
all kinds of peorle, as he feels the greatest mansce
to the nation i1s spiritual illiteracy. They are
often highly trained ministers and settlement workers
touching all phases of life. They labor among
lumber men, live with the lonely peoples of the
frontier and follow employees in the construction
camps. Chaplains meet ships at Halifax, t.John,
Quebec and Montreal. The names of newcomers are
forwarded through the Home Mission O0ffice to the

minister nearest the destinstion of the new arrival.
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"In 1927, 158,884 new settlers arrived in Canada. Of
these 47,340 were reported through the Home Mission
cffice to verious places in Canada".

In 1867 records show that the total number
of missions served by all branches now included in
"The United Church" wes 327. In 1927 this number has
grown to 1518 charges, missions and institutions
gerving 4105 preaching stations and by 1928 to
157ﬂ$‘§g% ineluding hosgplitals,school homes and other
ingtitutions under the W.ll.S.

As a result of Church Union large numbers of
churches situated in the same distriet have united
their forces and formed strong congregations. The
Home lLiission Board have profited by these
amalgamations. For instance in a Presbytery of the
London Conference two ald-receiving congregations
united and formed a strong self sustaining charge,
saving the misslion funds $1,000 per year. buring the
last two years, 375 fields were removed from the
list of Home Mission Board due to rearrangements,
amalgametions or having become self supporting.During
this gsame pericd 2854flelds were =dded to their list.

Within the bounds of the Conference of British

Columbia there are 146 aid~receiving charges with

The United Church of Canada Agenda ,1928. P,205.
United Church of Canada Year Book, 1927. P.l09.
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447 preaching gtations extending to Dawson City
ini%ukon. The diffieulty under which their labor is
carried on is seen in the ®ariboco Presbytery, where
the averzge parish in the Presbytery is 100 miles
long and the missionary often covers this whole
distance on Sunday, preaching four times. Alberta's
resources are varied and include agriculture, coal,
timber, fish, fur, salt, tzr =nd oil. Each industry
atfacks 2 type o% sheracter peculiar to itself. In
addition there are colonies of non-Anglo-3axon both
in town and country. This 2ll adds to the missionary
problem, ~

In Saskatchewan, in the Northern Conference
there are one hundred and twenty nine missions, in
the Bouthern Conference there sare one hundred and
twenty six aid~receiving mission fields.

And so the home missioners work throughout
the entirglg; Canada. In the Maritime Provinces
there are 372 charges including 1,100 preaching
gtations, of these 300 are ald-receiving. In
Newfoundland there are 70 aid-receiving fields which

include 250 preaching stations.

Out of the 104,894 Indians in Canada, the

The United Church of Canada Year Book ,1927, P.ll2 & 11l3.
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United Church bears responsibility for about 18,000,
Among these, sixty evangelistiec missionsg have besn
egstablished. In sddition to the evangelisgtic work

of the missionaries, the United Church directs forty-
five day schools and thirteen reiidential schoolse.

The aggregate cost of the educational, medical

and missionary work among the Indians is $ 520,000
per year, of this the government pays $3556,000 and the
church $165,000.

A large number of Russians who are descended
from German colonists to Russia have made their way
to Canada. Among these Germen people the United Church
maintaing twenty six preaching stations.

In Canads there are about 500,000 Ukrainian
people. A large number of these people have been
organized into congregations of the Unlited Church.

British Columbia represents 6,000 miles of
coast-line. The Home Misslon Bosrd supports six boats
that are constantly visiting the little groups of
lonely isolated families on this great stretch of
water front. These parishes include, hunters, trappers,

miners, loggers, lumbermen and fishermen. Among these
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thousands of people are found, Canadiansg, Europeans,
Chinese, Japanese and Indians who can only be reached
by boat.

The United Church of Canada malntains missilons
in eight fields in non-Christian lands.

In est .frica,at Angola, The United Church
maintains twenty-five missionaries, of which ten are
supported by the Women's Board. There are three
central gtations under the care of the United Church
of Canada, They are, Chisamba, Camundongo and Dondi.
Besides these central stations there are over ons
hundred out-stations. The central stations and out-
gtations represent a membership of 2,283 end 2,083
catechumens.

In West Chine, the missions under the United
Church have been much effected by the Anti-British
outbreak of 19256 and the writer has been unable to
find statistic as to the number of missions,or the
membership of their work there. They do, however,
maintain 139 missionariss and have missions at
Chungechow, Fowchow, Chungking and ILuchow, all of
" which are on the Yangtze River.

In Honan, the northern part of China, at the
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request of the British minister, in April of 1927

all the missionaries (about 70 in all) evacuated

the field. This was not due to hostility shown by

the people of North Honan to the missionaries, but

to the growing power of the communist element in the
nationalist party, who, in thelr rapld conquests, were
practlising great cruelty, and showing a bitter anti-
forelgn spirit. Honan continues to be ravaged by

the contending armies, and there is no immediate
progpect of any return to the field.

In Shanghal, the missionary work of the United
Church of Canada continues unchecked, despite the
nation-wide disturbance caused by the civil war.

In 3outh China, the United Church of Canada
mainteins work in the districts of Heung, Shaan, Hok
Shaan and San Vi, each district has a population of
about 500,000, The missionaries were forced to leave
in March of 19287, but only had to remain away for
about two weeks,géﬁ the whole work has been impaired.

In the Korean klssion field, the United Church
maintaing work In five clities which lé; on the east

and north-east cozst of XKorea and which with their
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gurrounding constituencies have a population of about
2,048,000 people. Thirty years ago when this mission
was founded there was a sgstaff of four men, to-day
(1928) there is a staff of sixteen married men and
geventeen single women and & total native staff of
358 workerg. In these five districts there are 558
points in which the Gospel is preached, 105 of them
organized congregations.

The territory occupied by the Japan kiission
extends from sea to sea, inecluding the capital and
gix provinees and having s population of approximately
5,000,000, There are ten central stations and about
one hundred out stationg. Perhaps the greatest problem
the missionaries have to fighéfgg gocial vice.

In Central India at the close of the year 1927,
there was reported, fifteen central stations and thirty
two out-stations served by eighty seven foreign
migsionaries and three hundred and siity-five Indiang,
engaged in evangelistic, educational, industrial and
medical work,

The Trinidad Mission, which was founded in the
year of Ocnfederation (1867) was the first of existing

missions under the care of the United Church of Canada
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At the close of the year 1927 there were on the staff
seven married men, two single men and five single
ladies.

The foreign Mission Board reports that the
United Church of Canade has established relationships
and service with representatives of all the major
raceg and more important land divisions of the non-
Christian world. There is no overlapping and no
unseemly rivalry among the uniting churches in the
foreign field. The Home and Horeign liission task
of the Unlted Church of Canade constitutes a worthy
opportunity for effective service in the Kingdom
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The material for the foregoing chupter may
be found in the éollOWing:

"Mrst Genersl Council of the United Church of
Canads, 1925, Pages 105-130."

"Phe New Qutlook. June 10th,1l925. Pages 18-20"

"Phe United Church of Canada Year Book, 1926
Pages 316-343"

"The United Church of Canada Year Book,b 1927
Pages 96-127."

"The Third General Counecil of the United Church
of Canada, 1928. Pages 182-235H".
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CONCLUSION.

The United Church of Canada has been in
exigtance for three years gnd & half. The United
Church 1s not merely an amalgamation, but is a rezl
union of spirit. At no meeting of church court,board
¢r united congregstion,hss there been a divisien of
the house along strictly dsenominetionel lines. With
great eases, grace and freedom, kethodist Churches
have called former Preshyterian ministers, and
former Presbyterizn pulpits have been supplied by
former llethcdist and Congregational ministers.Ancient
Loyéltias have lost thelr power in e deeper loyalty,
which aims to give undivided witness to Christ's
Body which is His Church.

Into this United Church entered all the
congregztions of the Methodist Church, practically
all the Congregational Churches and elghty~three
percent of the congregations,comprising seventy percent
of the membership c¢f the Pregbyterian Church in Csanadsa,
Qll the missionary staffs of the three uniting churches,
numbering €655, wi"h the exception of 17 Pregshbyterian
Foreign Kissionaries, all the Professors, except twe,

. from the Theologiczl Seminaries,all editers and officials
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with two Presbyterien exceptions.

Within one year of the consummation of Unilen,
the Unlted Church of Canade hed consolidated twenty
six boards and committees ¢f the three uniting Churches
into six boards; three denominational papers into
one weekly paper/ “the New Outlook;" three missionary
pepers intc one,‘United Church Record and Missionary
Review? three women's Missionsry pepers into onefThe
Miggiorary MOnthlyf and h=d merged fifteen Theologiezl
Colleges intc eight. All the publishing interests of
the three churches had been united under one Board
of Publications. Twelve separate treasurers'
departments had been united into one Treasury Department.

From the above persgreph we see thet the gain
hag been enormous. The overhead exXpenses have been,
in many-cases, cut in two. In hundreds of cases the
Home Mission Board has been entirely relieved of the
necessity of paying two grahts in a single community,
where ncone is nesded now because of being strengthened
through consolidation. During the first two yesrs,

410 churches were consolidated into just half that
number ,and for the most part, have formed strong self=-

gustalining community churches.
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The writer has endeavcured to give a thercugh
Giscussion of the phases of the United Church that
he hae had the time to dezl with. Time and space
will not permit the discussicn of the internal
organization ¢f the United Church of Canzds es, polity,
gdnministretion or ministry. It perhzps will be vzlusble
in this conclusion to review & fow miscellaneous
matters.

There are 3,695 cordained ministers and
migsiconaries in the United Church of Canada. Of these
2,682 are employed in the active pastorate; 593 are
retired or superannuated. These ministers hcld over
three thousand degrees, granted by recognized
universities and theclogical celleges withir the British
Empire. The United Churck upholds an educated miristry.

There sre neerly 5,000 students enrolled in the
eolleges and universities of the United Church, of
whom slmost 500 are leoking forward to the Christian
ministry. There ere almost twenty graduates 1In Arts
and Theolegy pursuing post-graduéte studles in the
United States and turope, and twelve gradustes are
in post-graduate work in Canadian Universities zand
Theological Colleges.

The following are the Arts and Theclogic=zl
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Colleges of the United Church:

l.Pine Hill Divinity Hall

2.Mount Alligon University

3.The united Theological College, Montresl

4.Union Theolegical Ceollege and Victoria
University Faculty of Theolcgy.

H.Menitobe College,Winnipeg

6.Wesley College, Winnilpeg

7.3t. Andrews College, Szgkatoon

8.5t Stephen's College,Edmcenton, Alberta.

9.Union College, British Columbis

Junjon Colleges and Secordary Schools:

l.United Church College,St.Johns, Newfoundland
2.Mount Allisons Ladies' College

S.Mcunt Allisons Academy

4.5tanstead College

5.0ttawa Ladies' College

6.Alberta College,Belleville

7.0ntario ILadies' College, Whitby

8.Alme College, 3t. Thomas

9.Regina College

10.Moose Jaw College

1l.Mount Royal College, Calgary
l2.Alberta College,Edmenton

l3.Columbian College,New Westminster

1l4.The United Church Treining School, Teronte.

These Cclleges and Universities represent in land
$1,144,517 ; in buildings $6,569,722 ; in endowments
$5,514,9553§tetal assets $13,469,709,.

Membership of the church shews an increase each
yeer gsince union. puring the.year 1927, 19,820 were

aflded to the church; the reported membership standing
at 629,549 with nc returns from 319 charges.

The United Church ¢f Canada, Third General Assembly
1928, P.138.
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The Sunday School enrolment for the year 1927
showed 659,000 scholars~ 68,000 teachers- 6,300
gunday schools, of which three hundred were organized
in the same year.

The congregations own property, exclusive of
the generel property of the church, amounting to more
than seventy-eight million decllars. The general property
of the church, which includes colleges, endowments
and property held abrosd amounts to more than twenty
million dollars. The total amount paid by congregations
for all purposes during the year of 1927, was in excesg
of fifteen million dollars.

Between the year 1925 and 1927, the building of
churches and sunday schools, throughout the entire
United Church, rerresents an outlay in excess of
$4,750,000.,

A recital of the sbove miscellaneous figures\is
impressive, btut the Church's chief assets are not in
stone or money. .ny equipment that the church has are
but outward and visible signs of the inward spirituality.
The United Church was born of a spirit of unselfishness,
she has dared greatly for the Kingdom of God in Canada

and the world. M=y there be in her preasching, = ringing
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note of conviction, a winsomeness that is as irresistible
as the spirit of God, 2 fellowship that prays, hopes
and believes. She must carry her shere of the world's
burden of sorrow and pain, to do this she must believe
in & love that never, no, never fails.

The writer can think of no more fitting
concluding words, or expression of the prayer imn his
heart for the days to come than the wcrds of
Longfellow's "The Building of the Bhip".

"Sail on, O Union, strong and great,
Humanity with all 1ts fears,

With all the hopes of future years,

Is hanging breathless on thy fate,

We know what lMester laid thy keel,

Whet Workmen wrought thy ribs of stesl,
Who made each mast, each sall, each rope,
What anvils rang, what hammers beat.,

In what a forge and what a heat,

Wers shaped the anchors of thy hope,
Fear not each sudden sound and shoeck
'"Pis of the wave and not the rock;

'Tis but the flepping of the seil,

And not a rent msde by the gale,

In spite of rock and tempest roar,

In spite of false lights on the shore,
3ail on, nor fear to breast the sea,

Our hearts, our hopes,are all with thee,
Qur hearts, our hopes, our prayers, our tears,
Our faith triumphant o'er our fears,

Are all with thee- are all with thee.




i
2.
De
4.

5.

10.
1l.

12,

13.
14.

15.

l6.

LY.
18.

United Church of Canada Year Book-1986
United Church of Canads Year Book-19237
United Chureh of {ansda Year Book=-1928

United Church of vanada Record of Proceedings
of the Pirst Gensral Council-1925

United Church of Canada Agende, Third General
Council-1928

The Marmzl of the United Church of Cansds

History of the Presbyterian Church in America
Church History Serieg- Vol.

History of the Methodist Church in America
Church History 'eries-Vol.

History of English Congregationalism, by R. W. Dale
His Dominion, by ¥W.G. Gunn

The United Church of Canada Basls of Union, as agreed
upon by the joint committee on Church Union-1922

A Written Statement of Claim, issued by Anti-Unionist
Leaders-1924.

Church Unionn- J. Re. P. Slater D.D,.~1924

Bzgsis of Union of the United Church as prepared by
the joint committee con Church Union~1924.

Statement of Doetrine ¢f the United Church as
prepared by the joint committee on Church Union-1924

Method of taking the vote on Church Union in the
Province of Ontario, as issued by the Joint committee
on Chureh Union.

An Act in corporating the United Church of Canada-1924
Studjes in Paul's Epistle to the Ephesians, issued

by the #oderst’” . of the General Council, with the
co-operation of a committee~1285.




19,

20,

2l.

22

23,

4.

28

26.

A Statement concerning ordination to the Kinistzry

in the Presbyterizn Church in Canada, the Methedist
Church, the Congrezzational Churches of Canada and

the United Church of Canada, by the Executive Committee
of the General Council-~1926.

The Inauzursl Service of the United Church of
Canada-1925

Analysis of votes on hurch Union and numerical
strength of the United Church of Canada, a8 prepared
by the joint committee onrn Church Union.

Two years Progress in the United Church of Caneda,
Rede Wilson D.Ds Secretary of Bureau of Literature
and Information of the United Church of Canadza-1928
The New Outlook, Vol. l. June-1925.

Uniting Three United Churches, by W. T. Gunn

Churech Union in Canads,by J. T. kicNeill

How Far has Church Union Gone, Presbyterian Church
Union Committee, 19223,




	Butler University
	Digital Commons @ Butler University
	5-1-1929

	Genesis, Development and Progress of the United Church of Canada
	Dougald K. McColl
	Recommended Citation



