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aRA.PTER ONE
 

Introduction: The Purpose of the Thesis.
 

In 1898 tree Disciples of Christ took over the Equator station 
- .. - . 

of the American Baptist Foreign Mission Union at Bolenge. From that 

time this mission has enjoyed a ste&d1' growth, both in missionary per­

sonnel and in its 1ntluence on native life in the Equator District of 

of the Colony of CO!J80 Belge. Its influence has also reached parts of 

three of the districts bordering on Equator District. It is with the 

church that this mission bas won from the surrounding heathenism, and 

with the church that it is hoped mny be built up in this section fran 

from this beginning tbnt this thesis primarily deals. The question of 

an ultimate Na.tional Church , covering all or a large part of the 

Congo Badn , is dealt with briefly in the chapter on church polity. 

This hope mayor may not be rea.lised. :au.t to me it seems necessary of 

realization if Congo Christianity is to be spared the bitterness and 

weakness of faction and di...ision. If missionaries and their IUPporters 

in Europe and America would only seek the realization of the will of GOd 

for the Congo church rather than the perpetuation of their denom1na­
~ ~ . 

tional i4iosyncraaies in doctrine and polity , there would be no insup­

erable difficulty in uniting all the churches of CO!J80 into one har­

monious body. (1) There might grow up small bodies of seceders , but 

as long as the,national church held to a true course of spiritual and 

evangelical Christianity , these would not ,vin large accessions. 

It is to be hoped that the missionaries will pursue the noIP-denomina­

tional course. 

(1) Gerdener ,G.B.A.: studies in the Eve.ngelisation of South Africa. 

• 
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The attainment of a central organization cementing a geJIUine 

union of 'the church groups that shall be built u,p by the various mis­

sions of Oongo , would not necessarily require that the local groups 

should all have an organization emctly similar ,nor even approxima.tely 

10. Representation on the central organization might be pro-rated to 

territorial divisions according to the number of actual church members 

,leaving each such territorial '~it to develop its own local polity as 

seemed best to its own leadership~ 

The plan of this thesis is to set forth first the environ­

ment in which the Congo church bas been plnnted and is being nour ­

ished. Then to outline desirable lines of developnent therefor , lead­

ing to the realization of the aill ot 0. united , self-supporting , 

self-directing, selt-perpetuatiing church~. A churCh that will be an 

honor to those who have la.bored for its establishment N1d a glory to 

its eternal Head•• 

Larger use might have been lM.de of the experience of missio~ 

aries in South and West Africa. Especia.lly do the efforts to\'Jard au,­

tonomy of the African church in these sections justify close study. :Bu.t 

aside from the experience of the Paris Evangelical Mission in Basuto­

land , no direct references have been made to the semi of tully autono­

mous chUl!Ches of these regions. This mission was established tour dec­

ades later than some of the others in South Africa. Still its eftorts 

are typical of the best results. And in no section has a success:f'u.l, 

wholly autonomous clmrch emerged. Efforts in this direction in both 

South and West Africa have tailed to win numerous adherents. Thes-e 

failures have been due to the fact that they have not attracted the 

ablest leadership;that they have degenerated into societl~s 
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for anti-white propaganda; and they have otten sought to introduce 

gross ancient immoral practices into the church in the extreme eftort 

to stress raciel inheritances~ Doubtless the Oongo church will seek 

complete autonomy faster tha.n it is able to wisely exercise such con­

trol. :Ba.t a wise and sympathetic missionary torce , instructed by the 

experience of thier fellows in the older mission fields of A£rica, 

ought to be e.ble to guide these eftorts at a.utonomy better,and so 

promote an earlier realisation of a genuinely wort~ and complwte 

independence of toreign su;perintendebce. 

Limits of time have not permitted as thoro a treatment ot 

the questions involved as it was at tirst hoped to produce. It is 

hoped,however , that tile may fUrnish to many missionaries happy ex.­

perience in working out and amplifying the dream here so inadequately 

traced,of an indigenous Congo church that shall be "fervent in spirit 

serving the Lord." 

~ 
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CRAPrER TWO. 

The Political Background of the Congo Church. 

The Church of Christ has been greatly influenced in the past 

by its political environment. This bas been especially true in its 

formative periods. For example the or~ization of tae church has at 

times been largely determined by that of the government or governments 

under which it has grown UP. 

There is every reason t? expect that the government now 

existing-,and. that shall yet exist in (10ngo Jelge shall produce pro­

found re-actdlns on the formative life of the emerging church. It will 

be the duty of counselling missionaries and wise native leaders to lee 

that these re-actions shall create only desirable re6Ults in the church. 

The political backgro"Wld falls naturally into two parts, the 

past type and the present governm ent. 

Ancient Politics. 

The largest ordinary political unit in the old regime was the 

clan. That is the largest unit that ordiAarily recog nized t he inherited 

right of a particular leader to a pre-eminent authority over the whole 

gtoup Vias what ,in this thesis ,will be calle! the clan. OCcasionally 

a ruler of un"U.'Bal ability and ambition,favored by circ'WllStances ,extended 

his reign over one or more neighboring clans. Such kingdoms TIere short­

lived in the central Congo basin,USlU\.lly falling to pieces before or e 

soon after the deaths of their founders. 

Each cla.n hE>.da chiettlan who was recognized as the hereditary 

head of the clan. He was US'Wllly the oldest male in the line of high­

est rank of the founder of the clan•.This chief' 9 authority was 

4 
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gene:-:ally mCl'oly l1omin,"',l,e:.mept in the vill"e ..,here he s,crf:"·all ':"4 ve:·_. 

BIlt certf:l..{n nonorel."v rights were conceded by all as his(·due. For in-' 

stance the right to divide and appropriate certain parts of 'all leo­

pards, eagles , and pithon: kil P,- by Oft,,! -bers of the clan. But this r 

recognition did not involve payment of triba.te. If wi"'e in cO'l.1.lmel 

he \W'~s considered the legitimate judge of inter-village dispa,tes with _ 

in the cle.n;provided these dispu.tes were not satisfactorily settled by 

,the patriarchs of the villages caerned. Theoretically he had the 

right to call on the whole clan to go to war against neighboring clans. 

Hoeryer if he was not a man of strong character,villages other tbi:l.n his 

resident one could,and otten would re1'l18e him obedience,and even in his 

Dative Tillage the elders otten made his decisions for him; 
A new clan was sometimes founded. by the migration of a part 

of an existing clan~ uDder the leadership of an outstanding member 

thereot~ Usually mlCh leu.ders were ot high rank in the original clan, 

but ab1lity tor leadership -might be the only qualU"ication. In either 

case his descendants retained the leadership 0' the clan. Some clans 

had from two to five villages only. bu.t aost of them contained from 

ten to thirty villages. 

A Tillage WCl.S sometimes composed of a single :f'em1ly,but 

many large villages had two or more families~ If more than one fam­

ily was in a village each had its own head man. But over the village 

as a whole there was a ranking head man. He was the hereditary head of 

the highest ranking of the families composing the villa.ge. 

So the scale. o~ authority in the ancient n...tive regime ran; 

(1) alan heD.d • (2)S~ub-head or village head-man, 0) F8mily head .(4)
 

Head of the immediate family.
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Theoretically these men exercised autocratic power in "heir respective 

spheres. Ba.t in practice all bat the most despotic f'olJ.owed. the counsel 

of' the f'amily patriarchs. In some cases other more energetic members of' 

the family practically US'Ul"ped the headts authority. Usually such 

usurpation was not hereditary. 

If' a village consists of' more than one f'amily marriage is al. ­

lOWed between the ditfenent f'emil1es ot the vlllage. BIl-c members of' tn e 

same tamily cannot intermarry; The separate families of' the vilJ.a.ge either 

oc~py dif'ferent streets,or lOl~ vacant intervals are left in the street 

be'tween the tamilies~ The village f'amily was divided into as many smaller 

or fmmediate f'amilies as there were legally married men in the family 

who had heirs. The immediate f'amily was 8Ubject to a. large measure of' 

control by the whole village family. 

THE	 PRESENT POLITICAL ORGANIZAl.-IOlf. 

The organisation of' the f'Dreign government of' Congo BeIge is 

somewhAt complicated~ From a f\uJct1onary standpoint it is divided, into 

administrative and judicial departments. The administrative performs 

the executive , legiskl.tive and military :fUnctions . whereas ene juet.1­

cial depnrtment concerns itself' with legal mat ..erti only. 

The	 Adm1nistr~-cive department is ~b-divided as follows: (2) 

a. ~he King;
 
,?b. ~ Governor General ;
 
~. Minister of' Colonies ;
 

d.	 Provincial Governors,_ 
e. District Commissaires;
 
f'. Territorial ~inistrators;
 

g~Mmilitary Of'li~ers;
 

h •	 .postal and Cfustoms Officers. 

(2)	 Daya, Pierre : L'Empire C"olonial BeIge , ;0.5-404 ; 2'>'>-'0,- : ,~~-299 

Vandervelde, E~ : La Belgique et Ie C"ongo , t~2-t66. 
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The King is the nominal hee.u. of the oolonial government , but 

the f'anctions ascribed to him are exercised by the Belgian .National 

Parliament thru the Minister ot Colonies. The Minister ot COlonies is, 

therefore,the real head of the oolonial government, tor while decrees 

and statutes relative to Congo BeIge may orig1Date with Parliament, 

they seldom' ~do. However, Parliament does enjoy the right or accepting 

or rejecting the recommendations or line Minister of Colonies. 

The Governor General n exercises the executive power with oer­

tain exceptions stipt.lated by !.he laws , decrees , und statutes. He 

has the direction of all the e.dm1nis1irative and mili,;ary services eS'lia'b­

lished in the colony • " (t) He also has a oonsiderable Gegree or 

legislative authority whhin,' certain presoribed limits. 

There al'e four proTinces in !.he colo~; each adm1nistered by 

a prov1na;;ial governor or vic~governor••, They take oare 01' the adm1nis;' 

tration and represen1i ill their department,the governor general; The)" 

exercise the executive power whioh 1ihe King delegates to them. " (~) 

~'hey have the power to issue oertai.n decrees on matters that ooncern 

only their respective prov1.Dces. The distriot commissa1res of the dis­

triots in iihe various provinces are 'Under the direction of the governonJ 

Of ~nese provinces. 

There are twenty-two districts in llhe ool~; At the head 

or each of these ill a d1S1irict commissa1re~ He is It The sole authority 

in. his circumscription, J,Jr ~he d.irext.i.on 0 ... 6.11 "l.t.E: sG...·Vl.C::;d of the 

disliriot, and assumes the responsibility of the administration of the 

territories vlh1ch are confidec1 to him." <.~) 

The districts are dividecl into territories. J!:e.Ch territory 

(I) Daye, Pierre: L'Empire Colonial BeIge , 3B5,3tl6. 

(2) " " " " " " " 

(3) " " " 11 11 3~b-}tio 
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has at its head an administrator. who is supposed to be usi.ted by one 

or more white territorial agents. The territorial otficers collect 

the head tax trom the ne.tives, enforce the law, and look atter StlCh 

public works as are being carried on, which , in remote territories , 

are usually only the maintenance ot passable paths thruaOl1t the terri­

tory. 1'hey also advise the chiets as to their duties, such as the time 

and place they Vlill be expected to gather their clansmen tor the pay­

ment ot the yearly head tax:, as to co-operation with cOIllIlercial &gents 

in gathering torest products tor sale,and the cleaning and maintenance 

ot the afore-mentioned paths, and repressiTe and other law enforcement 

measure.~ 

The Administrators have p&Uce power, and for its execution 

are prayided with a small body of native police. Each district has a 

company of soldiers under the supervision ot a milita1"Jt officer. These 

soldiers are used to maintain order and to suppress incipient rebellions. 

For these purposes small deUloCbments of them are otten detailed tor ser­

Tice ubder local administrators when disturbances have arisen or threat.. 

en within their respective territories. 

The charactel and per80nnel and organisation ot the judicial 

departme~ are not germane to this thesis , and will not be desoribed. 

The native mind is profoundly impressea with the place ot 

rank in the Belgian system ot government. In church matters they frequent­

ly draw illustrations from this • A putor-eTBngelist in a remote Tillage 

compared llr. YOO'Wl1 , on his visit to their village, to the Governor aen­
eral, :Mr. Hensei' ,as the legal representative of the mission ,to the 

provincial govemor, a local missionary to the district ooomissaire, 

and Mark Njoji to the local admis1strator~ If allowed to eveolve their 

own church poUty,Vlithbnt any outside influence in shaping it,it seems 

inevitable that this politioal system will characterize it to a oonsid­



able degree~ In fact, tho .i believe that the native ahristians should 

ult1IDatelt decide' what polity they shall adopt,it seems desirable that 

they shall be largely guided till they have reached a stage of spirit­

al discernemnt where rank will not eDrt too glsmorousan influence 

in determining the outstanding fearu:DeS of that polity. 

The State has based its native political oontrol on the clan 

SYStem of the amient regime. The State ofdcials seek out the highest 

,	 ranking heau man in the oaln,and appoint him the paramount ohief of the 

state over the clan. The other men of rank are the ranking village­

chief or hea.d man,and the tamily and sub-family heae.s. To enable the.e 

men to enjoy the prestige necessary to entoree the requirements of the 

State the clan and village chie.L'S are given medals whioh designate 

their rauk,and which they US\Ul.lly wear suspended on a chain about their 

necks. The head men of lower rank do not receive medals, bu.t they are 

given certificates which designate their rank. The aim is to make the 

authority of each of iihese men coterminous with his authority in the 

ancient scheme of the native clan organisation. 

Under the State the chiefs enjoy considerable authority. When 

they are men of ,;mergy they .oamand genuine respeet and fear. Mean chiefs 

take much advantage of their rank and oppress their subjects. uhiefs h 

have the right to regulate native life in accordance with the accepted 

traditions of the people. ThEly are also conmissioned to enforce all 

laws of the aoloni~l government enacted. for their administration. and 

all orders or their local white superiors~ This law entoree ment requires 

their suppression of all violations of both the traditional and the 

colonial statute laws. To this end they can imprison as long as fourteen 

days, can administer corporsl punishment by tlogging,and can require la.­

bor ot the prisoners during their incarceration; Pr8etically ~ case 

.hort of marder ca.n be adjudica.ted by them, when agreeable to both par­

9 
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ties. It is difficult for individuals in remote places to appeal to 

the colonial authorities without their sanction. :the elders may judge 

scase according to their ancient c'WJtam~ but the chief' has the leagl 

right to reject their decision when he so desires. This is a big and 

c1aD8erous augmentation of the authority of the head man, bat the co­

lonial government feels the need of a more dependable authority than 

that of the ancient group pf' elders~ So their legal authority has been 

diminished to practically nil and that of the chiet has taken both 

their place,and a considerable group of additional prerogatives. However 

most chiefs seek to carryon their c)wlicial work under the tradition _ 

al fOrmlJ~ When the elders ranch their decision the chief announces it 

as his decision, and proceed.s to enforce the judgment by his authority 

as a government chief~ 

'.ehe malntenmlCe ot l.s.w and order and of public vlOrks, require 

the exertion of strong local authority~ ltespeet for this autiority must 

be maintained it it is to be effeetive~ Abuse of authority by chief's 

nmst, therefore, be punished by colonial of:ricials with the utmost 

caution lest they destroy that reverence for the chirf that l.s.vl en.­

forcement and. pa.b11c work requ1re~ Therefore the power of mtive rulers 

has been increased,and is sometimes upheld in the face of a.pparent jus­

tice for the sake of the morale ot the law enforcement.· 

It is easy to see that ~he growing power ot native politica.l 

lec.ders is likely to lead to an expectation on the part of' the native 

Chril1t1alL leaders of a position of' authority in the clIu.rch cornrsponding 

to that held by their political Iriends in their spheres. They are like­

ly to feel these two reaslns urging them to strengthen their authority; 

a. maintenance Of sufficient respect to make their administrationeffi.­

cient requires this authority, and. b~ ~ fn1Ppr~sgion of abuses in 

tr:e church requires it~ In primitive society the majesty of spiritual 
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rightepusness alone wi~l no~ seaure the needed effeut in suppress~ 

abuses. Even in the church ~he a.d.minis-~rators mu.st De upheld by the 

feeling on ~he part of those governed tlk:.t their position is aile 01' 

considerable authority, and their word. requires obedience. Church lead­

ers are likely to want this authorit,. to become a recognised attriou.te 

of certain offioes in the church. .And the political authority of' their 

kinsmen UDder white IUper-s.dministratars,will as shown above, provide 

them with a ready model on which to seek the fashioning of their author­

it,.; 
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~ THR1!:E • 

Central Congo Soc lety. 

I.	 The Family. 

~'he ultimate social 'Unit of congo 1s the f'am1lt~,.And the 1 

largest extenaion 01:' the f'8IIli.ly is the tribe~ USUAlly, 01 course, "he 

f'amily is not thot of as so embraciDg, bllt there is , nevertheless, an 

actual traditional feeling of' tamilY unity in the tribe. In some parts 

of \)ongo lielge tribal unity was sometimes maintained in politi.. prior 

to the advent or 'tihe white man~ 

'.I,'he trioe in 1'ts Widest sense, may De taken to mean a co~ 

laotion of clune recognising a common ance8'tor or tribal hero and 

f'O\U1der~ ~he clans composing the tribe will De fO\1ud to spea~ the same 

l.a.nguage. There will be decii1e<i. dialectical ditterenoes "but 1i.l1e ba81e 

Yocabu.laries and constructions will De the 'same; The tribe ,in this se 

sense,is simply the enlarged family unit. 

The name or 'he tribe occupying the central Equatorial Part ot 

C'ongo .Belge is the :Mongo-.Nlamdo tribe. There are people in this eection 

known by other names, as the Dole, 'the .l!3conda and the Nkole, but these 

are really sub-div1eions o:r the same tribe. Counting in the aboriginal 

Batswe. or Bushmen , the popualtion of tlus tribe will JIUIIlber nearly a 

million. :Bat these .Batswa a.re not the same tribe. They are usually 
s
spoken ot· a.s the 1merior ot the two. P~ically they are somewhat 

IIDaller thm "heir cODqusrors. They are sb1' , and. are thererore more 

o.if'.licult to keep 1D1der the discipline of the long training required to 

make them wetl educa.ted. In many places i;hey are easier to win to 

Christ1nnity than their li10ng0-Nkundo lords. Tnicr mental w'eriority 

to the Mongo-Nkando has not ueen proved,tho many believe them inferior. 
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All the Kongo..ill1cundO trace beck their ance.t17' to the great 

herO L1yansa~ The State attempts to trece the emestry of all para­

mount chiefs to this tribal hero~ Whether LiyBAu. as a real charac­

ter or is tictitious i. of little 1mportaDce to 118. 1101" the story es­

tabli.he. the geueral acceptance of this group ot their cClJlnOn or1g1n. 

Thi. tact is ot .ociological ~lue; and in the charch it is probable 

that those who .hare this tradition will teel a natural tendeDCY' liO form 

a unit in the church, bindiDg them in a speeial17 clo.e spiritual \Ul1on~ 

The clan Ntd its ~i.,.ision. has already' been treated in the 

preceding chapter. ot course the clan heads were expected to be able to 

enabli.h their lineal de.cent tnIIl L~~ .ADd sub-chief'. were expect­

ed to establish t~u: descent ",rom those whoClheld the corrtjspon4.1ng po­

.itions in Liyansa" day~ ot course where 'WfUl"Pers established their 

roe for a considerable period or time the fam117 was accepted &s the 

raukiDg f'8IIli17 ot the Tillage,or eTen ot the cla.n. 

It has lMtem pointed out that the clan heads weI" e ot the 

reputed descendants of Liyansa. So the clan, like the tribe , is simo­

p17 an enlarged f'8ml1y unit, less cOll1prehensiTe than the tribe; : It i. 

composed of people ot conmon origin, tho its members are not neee.sar1­

17 of' ao1iaal blood kin; A. man's blood kin are called hi. "ilougo." In 

the case of' the clan head it does not follow that all the members of' hi. 

"ilongo" outrank the ID8Ilbers of other tamilie. in the clan. It is only 

those who.e relationship to "the clan heau is clo.e enough to enable them 

to 8'UCceed to the headship it.elf that enjoy ~ inclindual rank by 

reason of that kinship. That 1s the claD heaa. has a larger and a small­

er fami17. The smaller family i. ma.de up 01' hi. olo.e klJ1. Any male mem­

ber, of' this smaller f'amily is eligible to S'UCce6d. to the clan i1ead88i,P. 

The r1ght to a yolee ~ af'Iairs ot the 1mmed1ate temily 1, not uaal17 

recogn1sed bey'Ond third or fourth cousins. 
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If members of differen1i c4nIJ intermarry, a mant s family will 

naturally be inter-olan...or a ma.n. s tamily is co-extenslve with h1s 

blood relationship; And the relationship is 'traced thru. both liM ra1;b,. 

er-s and mot~s families. 

It is necessary to pay close attention to the terminoloB7 of 

k1ush1p~,for this is a true index to the Da1iive conceptlon ot pronm1'ty 

of relation,t-..nd.lihe inheritance of its rights and duties. The ac'ttlal fath,. 

er of a man is not the only one who enjoys the rank of father over hJm. 

For the father4s brothers are called rathers also, and the father's 

silters are "women fathers. n And these possess the rights denoted 'b7 

their titles~ ~he real lather ,unless the head ot the £emily, is not 

allowed to give his daughter in marriage without the consent of his . 

brothers and sister.; and also ot his uncles ,aunts, h1s tather, gr8Dd,­

father and other olose relatives~ ~he right of maternal aunt. and uncles 

must also be recogni~ed. They .eldo m have a deciding Toi8e in family 

projects, but they share in it. results. Eor example in ~ for a 

wife the mother1. fem1ly IIWft be .atilfied as well as the father. s • 

.Besides the iDmediate family there is tne 'f'illage family. 

'.rhi. is co-extensive with the group preTiowrly designated as the 

larger fem1lyjso 6l.r as the larger family are residents of a s1.bgle 

dllage~ But in the 'f'illage that gnmp which recognises that all its 

members are of COIII11OD. recent ance.try make up the Tillage f8lllily~ they 

do Dot alays know just how close is the relation between some of the 

members of the group. -They may not all address each other by te1"lU ot 

kinship. let the relationship i. too close to permit of intermarriage. 

Marriage between members or this grOUJ? is considered 1.ucestuoulJ , and 

iDeelt is a heinous afreue among Oongo people~ As already Doted two 

or more of weh fem1lies may liTe in a sintie 'f'illage. J!08Ch or these 
families maintains its identity, and liTes in a .eparate part of the 

14 
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Tillage; Inter-marriage between these groups is permissible, prorlded 

of course, blood ldD8hip does not exist between the parti.es seeking 

marriage. :Between more distant relatives 1n the Tillage family il.1.1cit 

relations are sometimes winked at, but they mat Dot lead to legal JDB.rIooo 

r1ag'e. Bo.t if ccmception results it 'bec<Xl1es a public scandal, and may 

lead to serious quarrels between the meilbers of "tue 1nIIlediate families 

concerned. !rhere was recentlJr 8UCh a case at Lotumbe• .Kelatives of the 

boy and girl, all Ohristiau , asked adTioe of tht: mi.siODarie8~ Since 

the relationship was so distant a.s not to be exactly' trsceable the mie­

8iODEies pid that the moral stanaards of the ohurch required them to 

marry. But the heathen relatives of the girl were loathe to yield to 

IUoCh a "lowering iI of their moral code. The girl surferedmi8carri.a.ge, 

and nearly died. H4 the boy been under or41nary native jurisdiction 

the family of the girl would bave required a large money payment. Bad 

she died they would ha" demanded the price of a w11°e. Family dignity 

could only have been .intained 'by enough. cash to remove the moral 

stigma. This high.-price4 family honor is one of the most trying prob­

lems of the young Congo church. !l!his will be seen in "he problem now 

to be considered; 

II. MARHIAUoE. 

Marriage in Congo is a familial rather than an 1ndiviu:ual 

trauaction; The right to the marriage relation is that of the regalar 

hu8D84 and wife only, bI1t the securing and maiJdtt1ning of the relation 

is the mntual affair of the twa families, l:l.nd not just· of the two in­

diTiduals contracting marriage. 

A girl may be sold into marriage by her father and. responsible 

relatives with.out .en mentioning the affair to her beforehand. This i8 

'UJIU8'U8,l, bI1t her willing consent is by no means nece8S8r7. airls are 
usually married to old men. They take the marriage as a ma.tter of course. 
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It is custom~ Their tamilies ha...e the right to thus mate thtmi and it 
, 

woa.1d be sbsme:f'ul to remain unmarried; It they want to torm other re­

lations 1E.ter there are _1'8 of manag iDg~ So wl\v protest.? A girl is 

uuall,. pl8(1Bed b7 an initial pa,ment while .he is still qUite young~ 

This is added to tram time to time so that when she reaches puberty she 

she may become a wite ot her parchaser without the del.a7 of getting th e 

money together; .tt.Jlother reason tor this ear17 clinching ot the purchase 

is that the SUPP17 of wins i. not sufficient to meet the demaDd. Batur­

ally in a societ,. that is pol,.geneous there will not be enough women to 

IPPP17 all dema~; .siDee the namber of women is on17 about the same as 

tnat or the men. 

The )'ranch 40ft')" name of "dot" has been general17 adopted. to 

designate the marriage price paid tor a wife, and it will be used in the 

remainder ot this thesis. The payment ot the dot gi...es the husband pri­

mari17,bu.t his family in general, a large degree ot legal control o...er 

tile w1fe~ The,. 0111 her their propsrt,. and she does not resent the term. 

Betore the dot is nrfioient to enable the purchaser to take the woman 

all reeponsible memDers of her tamily murt give their .onsent to the m&r­

riage. If this 11 neglected the,. are almost wre to become a sore 

trouble to the husband until he has satisfied their impecunit,.; He is 

likely to get ott DJUOh cheaper b7 paying the whole bunch in adTNlOe; 

It they are not s,tistied they will demand caDCellation ot the mar­
( 

riage it there is imnediate prospect ot a better bargain elsewhere. 

The lmsband has the right to the wifeq labor of his mate. This 

means the planting and care of a garden~the preparation , tor his oon­

sumption, ot the tood theretrom, or ot ~ other tood with which he may 

proYide her. She must provide him with _ter tor drinking and bathing, 

JIII1St keep his premises in order and provide wood tor his tire, and keep
the tire going. 
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The dot does not make the woman a slave from the native viewpoint. 

J.t is a peculiar feature ot nati~ thinking that a wife who has not 1teen 

paid for, or for whom only a part of the required dot has been paid, i 

oonsidered a slave. J,n their quarrels these delinquent husba.nds Will 

tdnt their wives as being slaves ~ since they hAve not paid for them~ 

The reason is that wives are higher priced than slaves, and also that 

.laves were frequently secured in war without any money payment. ,L1ever­

the less, even in n...tive think1ng, there is a. close analogy Jon some re­

spects between the position o.r u wile fmd chz.t OJ. v. sle;v-e. As already 

noted , she is the "propertyn of of the husband and his family. ~he 1s 

legally subject to corporeal punishment Dy ner .nusOa.nc1 tor misdemeanor 

either moral or in failure to 1'U.lfill her husb1u'..d9 s demands in work or 

in the marital relation. Her social and religious lire are theoretically 

under the control of her lmsba.nd. And she is supposed to pay him ex.­

travagant respect; but even heathen husbands usually are wise enough not 

not to dem&nd too mach of f'ulfillment or their. legal rigb.ts 1n such things. 

;.i:he dot does not give the husband the right to sell his wife. 

This a.nother outstanding lI.i.fierenoe 'between lihe S'tatus ot tne wife and 

that of a slave. J,f the mtJ.rriage the husDund. is dis.atl.:r1ed wi.th the 

Wife he may demand that her family take her back and restore his dot; 

or IUbni1iUte a satisfactory wife.im.t he llu.s to prove her a disooedient 

or un:talth1:Ul w1re before he has a legal right to demand re8'titu1;ion 0 f 

the dot. And S'UCh proof 1s frequently d1rt·1eu.Lt to pro<h1ce.especially 

if her f'amily do not have ano1iher and aore 'profitable marriage in view. 

It the lmscand torce. his W1t'e to leave him he has no legal right to 

demand restitution ot his dot moue7~ i.f he groesly mistreats her her 

tamily has the traditional right to take her from him wi~hcm.t the res­

tin 
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tution of the dot; !r her family is oi macA mort: inrlueDCe "than hers 

they 111&1' sometimes enforce this right to th.e 1'1111,bu.t not otherwi.e.. If 

he ahs a considerable 1n1"luence w1i.h. native au"hor1tie. ne will get a 

large part if not all his money retU1'1l8<i. 

~ne wife· s family cannot wiltal17 take her aay rrom ner lIas­

bN14~ But they may take her tram 'him it he, he.8 gross~ mstra.ad her, 

or it she ht1.S insisted on release from "the marriage as obnoxiou to her. 

But it is cOIIII1On 1"Or her tamil,y ,,0 ma.ke cont11mance at' the marr~ 

contract untenable i1 opportunity tor a DNDh Slatter barga.1n p:i:esents 110­

selI'~ ~hey' may il18ist wit:o. her that she piok a quarrel witn her lmsbaad 

that will alienate them. Since she owes a higher allegiance to her 01D1 

Jd.n than to her husband who is not or the slightest relation to her, 

she unal17 tollowgthelr coJllllNlds ~ Also it a woman wants to leave a .. 

really oppressive barED master, ~r family orten forces her to remain 

wit:o. him, unless they have good prospects or another ac~eptable marr1age 

tor ner. For her leaving will neceStSiti,alie an ear.l.7 repa1f1lent or tile dot, 

and since this was appropriated by various Indirt<1uals 1mmea.i..."e~ on 

1tt patrnent, they are unable or unwilling to raise the money. Jra1lUl."e 

to reptl.r .iii will mt:&n line impristDjenli ot the taiiher or some otner 

close relatlve;o:rten till t.oe deserting wite returns to her husband or 

the dot is retun4ed~ 

YO'\UJg men are seldom in a position to pay down as large aD 

1D1tial dot • old men. The refUlt 18 that most or the young women go 

into the b8.rems at tne o~d men ana. liJJ.8 1'O'UJlg men go wireless. -:eMS p~e 

or t.ue marriage question can Dest 'be treated arter a ~ at the insti­

tution 01' pol~. 

·....here are three argarnents tor poly'geny always in the m1Dds 

at Congo men. They are ~~-
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(al Salli,tactlon or ,eDAl pe,ssj,\,jn ;(b) ~onom1c adyantage ; (0) .soo­
1a.L pre,l;lge. ~he tirs~ of these is rarely mentioned. , but nnerthele,s 

is the basic reason for the existence of the institutlon. If 1~ 81;00« 

alone, howeYer, 1t WO\1J.d be 'the easiest INPport of po17gerq to overoome. 

~or even heathen people are uually a8hamed to argue ~or the uarem on 

this pOint, their iDDate mo~al ,ense being repulsed at an open expre... 

,ion 01' its e'sential b&.st1&11ty. »u:c the lustfUl harem master bas • 

more 100Kly foand.a.t10ns to build hi' defenses upon, and so glosse. 

this one over;, ~ncl. almsot forgets that it is "he real .ounclatlon ot' tne 

instltution 01' tne barem~ 

~be economic argument .ie aOUb.Le-i1eaa.ed; l/'or DO~h 'the .~ 

and seller sGek to prox'1t by' the transaction. orten a mau Wilih ~ 

SOl18 ana. DO daUghters would be glaa. 1f wives were tree, or better tt111 

o~rj,ed a.owrles, as in some European cO\Ultries•.&Li; line man witn ~ 

c1Augn:tt:rs aDd. no sons declares Just as emphatically as the barem master 

"wanen are our Dank. II And the average tally, whert: the sexes are 

about evenly a.1vlded, is wlliing to let things ataniL as tnay are• 

.rr1mltlve socie;;¥ has no sound means of storing wealth; :iSl11i 

wealth must el~her be stored or invested in prof1t bearing enterpr~.es 

it tue owner is to continue wealt~. ~arcity or legal money, ana. tJ18 

d.angtlr or 1ts tnen, if stored, makIt increase of wealth in \tonga .ocletJE 

thru 81;0r&tSe very ciU'f1cult; ''cue practical means,~ae:i:e.1ore, xor con­

t1ml1ng attained weal'th and for increasing it, is investment in JmmaD 

beiDgs, slaves anu. wives; The colonial govermnent bas 1'orb1dden slaT817 

so wives are the only means of accumulation lert. 

~h.e strength of this argument is, cou,,,r &ry' to lts apparellt 

.ignificance, 'line same as iinat presented UWl'er (a). ,,'or this arraDgSllent 

_bles the old men to ~ most of' tnt: young women in tnelr harems: 
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!beretvre mo8't 01' the 70Wlg men are wLtnout W1Tes. 11; .LS j,tsi, i:'I:J...-\:J vlu..t 

the interest bearing nature ot the 014 man- s investment comes in. .l!'Or 

his young wiTes torm illicit relations with their young lovers. '~he old 

man is not slow to discover I'aOh cues. i:)uch a young man becomes his 

lacke7. He must bring the old man pa1D1ents ot money when AClemanded. He 

DIWJt give him choice parts ot game he may kill; and ooo&8ional17 8. whole 

animal. He must build the old man a biuse or clear a garden plot tor 

him. He gather's heavy wood tor the old man· s tire~ In tact he pertorm s 

enoagh labor for this old gentleman, were it directtld in gain-getting 

employment, to earn enough to pay tor a wite in a tew 78&rs••t when 

these tn years are up he has not paid e. cent toward a legal wite, be-

cave his gain has all gone to maintain his right to the conoubianl re­

lation already f'romel1~ 1'ruly this wite is the old man" s bank~ He has 

been repaid capital with cont1nued interest on his original inTestment, 

8IId still bas his investment intact. 

Another ot the economic arguments ot the p017genist is a 

bit less questionable f'romthe moral standpoint. Be argues that it he 

has only one wite, ana. she gets sick, he will haTe. no one to cook tor 

him and provide tor his other needs. And tarther .till, tho his wiTes 

are all in good health, several women can provide an ampler menu than 

one~ Especially is IIhis true when the variety ot the m8m1. will depend 

chiet17 on each wite t s etrortl at production a8 Vlell as in preparation 

ot the tood. And other care. thaD that ot tood can be more aband8at17 

asswned b7 the bands ot many than b7 those ot one onl7. :;)0 the po17ge­

ni.t expects. better Hying than the monogenist. In aucien" heathen 

.ociety this argument _s true to tact., and still is in 1Il0st of the 

heathen Tillages. In time it seems certain that the tinancial support 

ot plural wiTes will become a burden, and then this economic argament 
will break down; 
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i:he third argume~ eor polygeny, that C?« soc 1&1 prestige, exerts 

a fascinating influence over DI8.DY l:ongolese. Atricans, as all other so­

cieties, make wealth the chiet criteriun ot social pre-em1neuce. So it 

is because ~ wiYes make muoh wealth that "he IDS.DY-wiYed man occupies 

a high place in society. "Fortunately SIlobDery 1s unknown to thi. ari.­

tocracy~ .en ms.y boast their social pre-sl1nence and in the same breatth 

seek marriage with the daughetr of the poorest and lowliest member ot 

the cl8u~ Soc1&l prestige gains ease, honor, and may sacrifices to ODeS 

ghost atter death, ht d08s not create a class; 

Young men feel that theyowe it. to the honor ot their tsmilie. 

to take oyer the wives lett by their father., 'W1Cle., brothers, etc ~ , 

tor thua the pre.-8Dinent .ocial ~.ition ot thefBmily .&.s retained. To 

reject the.e honors is to lower the tem11y". prestige as well as one'. 

own; Kore Christian young meu claim this motive in tald.D8 oyer the 

wiv•• lett by deceased relatiYes than all other reason combined. It i. 

also the rirst reason assighed by heathen for .imilar act1on; ~t a DINl 

ref\ue. to take oyer his tendly inherit8Dce ot wives his ramily assal1s 

him with the bitterest invective tor his tem1ly 'i.loyalty, and declare 

he has disgraced them all~ 

Herewith is a WllJlDCi,ry ot the chiet points in the marriage 

customs; most of them alr~ treated in more detail& 

l~ ¥arriage is an alliance between two families, in the mald.ng ot 

which the huband 8lld wife, eSPeCially the wite; d08S not neces.arily 

bave a voice~ 

~. l~he WC8Nl becomes the wire ot only one "man in the family, but is the 

property of the whole famtly, aud at the husband- s death IIItI.y be gi'f8Jl 

by the tamily council to 8DY member of the tamily. Her consent is not 

necessary to this new all1anoe~ '.L'he new husband will pay the tamily a 
ssmll additional smOtU1t; 
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J~ '£be dot is I 

a~ The purchase price ot the wite. It is never fUlly completed, r 

rela.rrent payments being demanded trom time to time till the woman'. d 

cleath~ 

b. I; partial guarantee again8't gross mis-treatment, as suoh conduct 

IQ.bjects the llusbancl to los. of both wite and money. 

c.	 A partial guarantee ot the permanence ot ~he marriage, as the de­

senion ot the wite necessitt.tes the return ot the dot by her tam­

il-1';and the J:msband cannot sell her to others except thru. her tamily, 

so will not drive her away. 

Poly~ is; 

a.	 nnained because ot (l) luet, (~) wealth, <.~) sotrial presll1g'e. 

b; It draws most ot the wamen, young as well as old, into the har­

emI ot old men; 

c.	 'l'heretore IDany' young men cannot obtain legal mates. 

d~	 .Bu:t they torm1l1icit relations with young women in the harems, 

and in order to maintain such relations pay the legal hwfbends 

in money and serTice~ 

e~	 Both or either party to an illicit relation may be severely p 

punished it the WOOI&I1· s husband so desires. In this ay prOi 

m1scu1ty 11 greatly limited. 

t; The ft<?ng ot illicit marriage relations is an economic one,not 

a moral one~ 

g; ~e sexual immorality, when not economically objectionable; 

usually arouses little protest~ 

h.	 i'his tacit has led most nOD.-llissionary whites, and eyen some mis­

sionaries	 ,to oppose the abol1tionot the do~, on the ground that the 

elimination ot the eeonCXllic restraint would result in moral 
chaos~ 
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A InmIIIary of inter-olan rela.tlons is nece.s'P"Y' to oomplete the 

survey of the social condi-I;ions of the Congolese~ 

Before the oonquest of the country by .Belgium there were !reo­

queIrt inter-claD war•• In some cases thaN wars were almen continuou ~ 

Th8)" were caused; (1) By migrato.-y clans seeking to settle in 1aD4s al­

ready OCC'UPied~ (2) By eft'orts to extort tr1ba.te. (» Lust for booty. 

especially slaTes. (4) Oure 10Te of f'ightinl • t,) ~De eDID1ty • 

(&) perhaps moq frequently of all by property quarrels. f'requent~ 

a difference aboat a w11'e. b'reqUel1.tly neighboring clans lived on :tri~ 

17 relations. In 8'UCh ca.ses inter-clan relat10ns in marriage. visiting 

and trade were nstained. 

The enmity bl;11iween host1le cla.ns was bit~er; tlo inter-marrie.ge 

took place between hostile olans e:mept w1'th women capttred in waJ.'. 

XDcn. women we-l'e cOllsid.ere<i. .~-~ fllayefl 2~lO. :1.ot ;'.0' -:Iiv0L' .Members or a rul­

1ng clan :trequenl;ly purcj&sed Wives in a tribu.tary clan, but the 8Ubject 

clansmen got few if a~ wives !rom"neir mas't~rs; 

Ae .•'-erences on Chapter three, 

Dye, .Mrs • .!!Iva : .olenge ,Ohaps. 2, j , 4 , 11. 

lieneey, A. F. I rq Children of the »'orest , chaps. 9, ill, 14, & 1). 

Smith, Herbert : 'he Call ot the Oongo ,Book I. chaps. }-'I, .look U 

Uhap~ }. 
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The Economic Situation; 

~onomio conditions are chAnging very rap1dlT in the .Belg1an 
aongo( 1 )~ The present stud,y attempts only a bare outline of economi c 

conditions, but enough to show its rapid17 changing nature. 

what were the economic conditiullI prior to the advent or the 

white m&n'l There was a tair17 abu:ndant suPplY' of game in the toren, 

and of fish in -che rivers N1d 8W8IIlPs. iu.t "here .. al_3S the necessity 

of capturing these animals under natural conditions most obstinatelY' 

resistant; The result was generally a meagre IUP:9l1t, w1tn many d.a1'S,and 

.omet1mes weeks absolutely without flesh food.~ Of garden prOd:uce cook.­

ing -Dab an&IJ and an inrer10r t1P8 or me.ise were tue most important. 

Man10c was a staple food in some sections, but its culture had not pen.­

etrated to My large degree into the rEmO-ce v1llages of' the equatorial 

country; The r1cn, oily palm uu.ts were a most importanli art1cl.. or diet. 

Several varieties ot yams were sparsely grown. An inI-er1or tppe of sweet 

poiato was everywhere: 1jeveral varieties of' tastY' greens were eaten,, 

and. a red. pepper or a fiery quali "y .s consumed in inordiante qU8Dt~ 

ties~ Wild rruits of' many variet1es were eaten, but ~ere not cOlll1dered 

an important part or the diet~ Maz110c and rice are tne only imporliant 

ada.itions lately made to this diet,aDd manioc ';1&8 alredy rap1dly pen&­

tratiDg into the interior before the advent or tile white. Manioc 1s 

rapidlY' taking the place of fil'st importaDCe. .ooans and improved sweet 

potatoes and lDdian corn promise to becane important artioles of' din. 

Palmer, A.». I ~ngo Miss1vnary Report for 19~<+, 12-"'. 
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The black8m1th was *ne most honored crattsman of the amient 

sy8tem. Some scientific authorities belieTe that the llegro .sthe 

inventor of smelting iron, a.Dd forging iron tools. At ~ ralie 

tools of a high degree of utility are found thruout Black Africa. 

Some IDliths became so expert in tempering these tools as to make 

the metal approximate steel. 

• (110se atter the blacksmlth in honor 8Dd importance vas the 

hewer. He hewed out dugout canoes in which white men have not been 

able to make wo;,.tn while 1mprovement~ The wooden call drums are 

second on17 'to the canoes ia importance and in tn.e «iftlculty of' 

manu..tseture. (;hairs, stools, mortars and other household articles 

were fashioned by the hewer. 

All men were lmnters or fishers. The importance of' men in se­

curiDg the fami17 food supply hz:I.s been great17 UDder-est1mated b7 

,ome writers. It 1s not tl"\18 that Congo men led an 1ndolent life. 

They did not , indeed, labor strellUOUly ; neither did the average 

woman. :w:t there were :few days of good weather when a man aia. not 

spend. several hours in tlle hunt; in Pu.;tting his game fences in ord._ 

1n cleariDg grvund. ror a garden, in ba.1ld1ng, or in some other 

worth while emplOlllent:

'he rapid commercial deTeloIJDeB~ of t.n.e Qongo !lB.s baa. at least 

two out-Sl,anding social effects. (1) ilJlerapill ubaDg1ng of Tillage 

lite , and ~nt:: deyeloIJDent of an absolutely new type of Dat1ve so­

cial order in tne great commercial centero. 

There is no village so remote I;hat foreign produce does not 

penetrate there. At l-.st salt, cheap cotton good'; work knives ; 

and iron bars for CODTersion by the native smiths into tne aaciellf; 

type of tools gp everywhere. The iron smelter has disappea.red~ 
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It is cheaper and mach easier 'to ~ iron Darr; or a bett~r qua11V 

or iron trom Europe. ABthe people become more sophisticated more 

and more or the exte.L"DAls ot oiTiliation appear. :Ba.t it i. noti 

simply the appearance or these article. among them that «Wiote. a 

ohang1.ng life~'.L;hesc social chance' are of deeper sign1,1CBDCe'. 

Some Tillages have been practioally wiped out 'b7 the com­

mercial advanee~ 'J:iJat is the 1nhabitant. haTe lett their orig1Da.l 

Tillages awi. have gone away liO work ror White men or their black 

clerks; SiDee the v11lage 1s l,he primary unit 01" society in tne 

't:ttlement or too people, it iJeiDg based. on ftlZll1ly organisation, 

thi. disrupi.iOD 0.1. 'tue vilL:..tse wean. tual. lihe 01« familial ore:zm­

isat10D is being broken up; or .batt.ly B.aaken~ .1't has not yet yield.­

ed. to 1n4iv.la.ua11sm, OUti rebell10n aga1Dst 1t Lmore and more ap­

parent on the part ot ambit10l18 1DC11T1duals~ LDdiT1ciual acqai.i­

tion as aga1DSt tamily acqUisit10n , i. ult1ma'tely to ~reate a 

.OCiet7 that is either indiTidualistic or rauu.hal 1D ttle Darrow 

Jmerioan sense ot a man aDd his own ~hi..La. ..·en. ·J.-ne pre.en.. teDd.e.i.«¥' 

i. decidedly toward tne ind.iv...dualis"ic~ 

~he ~lueDCe of "he J!.'aropean cen'ters on the ta:ture lire of 

the colony is bound to be great. In Tiew of the chaoliic mOj;,Et.l, 

social and religious conditions there existent , these oenters are 

the source of gravest concern to the country. All classes realise 

this, ba.t the State alone of the foreign elements ahs attempted to 

grapple with the problem with determination. It does not claim to 

bave done more than to have curbed the license of the dislocated 

social life by a close police superv1lrion. In hi. recent book; 

LC]Dpire Colon1&l :Belge, 1l. Pierre })aye delJCribes the,e center. as 

follows ; "The ciTilised quartier 1s the black whom we have •( 1) 

(1) Da)"8, Pierre I L·l!lnpire Colonial Belge, p. 2~7 
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•natched from his surroundings, of whom we baTe made an uprooted 

person; who; without baTing been able to aI.1milate our ciTilisation 

bas ueTerthe1ess adopted and more or 1eS8 digested parcels of it, 

aDd who, a distiDotift sign, considers himself 1ntinite17 su;perior 

to the 'JUI:tift' the tbo.elljit ~ M'r. Da18 then proceeds to depictH 

lome of the lD8D8CiDg trait. characteristio of thele agglomerations. 

He declares ,"ThieTes men aDd women,prol't1tutes , tratficker. in ., 

prostitution; and their sutainers, parasite. of e"Iery kind, hide 

themtelvel eui17 with their ttiends~ They are the open .ore of 

Kinshasa, • Then. are constant~ Venereal diseases deTelop iDcreas­

iugly; i-he DUmber of births is infinitesimal.:1 lie also thinks 

rightly that the.e centers tarnish fertile loil for pea-Negro prop. 

aganda~ J!,"'Iil &S are the.e centers they are absolutely essential 

to the cOlllDercial develoIJll8llt of the country. 

Uoquilhatville , the chief center of the Equator Distriot, i. 

the largest primary shipper of gam copal in all the world.Its ship. 

ments of palm products are a.lso 1d.rge, and. may eventually take a 

pre-em1nant place ~ 

~t is becoming very difficult to gather food to su;pP17 the 

native workerli in these center.; ""his is a real problem at 

CoquilbatTille; and at ~insbasa it has ~heu a very acute stage. 
,~ 

By energetic policing, strict law entorcement, improved SBD­

tary oonditions, and other actiTe measures, thtJ ,;;tate i. tZ'71J2g to 

meet it. oDligations to these center. ~ 

aatbolic clmrches of real cathedral type bold frequent se~ 

T1oes~ Catholic mi.siou do little else in these place. ,so their 1D­

fluenoe is not a. great a. it outsrdly appear••Protestant mi.siOiUr 

appear ins1gnif1caDt, aDd their influence is in aceord.aDce wilih 

their outward appearance; 
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~.raith	 ot the Fath.en 

Kost Bantt. people haft no clear~ detined couception ot a 

single ; sapreme God; yet one feels that this conception is con.­

stant17 in their 8Ub-c0218Cious thinking, aDd that ocC&8ional~ it 

almost breaks lihru. to a clear; lite-shaping taith~ JJe R07 says; 

U When one has lived a long time with OUJ.' primitives, so that one 

is able to be accredited as one or them, and that entering into 

their lite and mentality, one becomes proticient in their 1aDgaage; 

their practices and their beliets, one soon comes to this conclusion, 

thatback ot all one calls their nature worship, their BD1millll, their 

fetishi.,"there runs nerovwhere, real and liT1Dg, tho onen more or 

less veiled, the notion of a w;perior ~, nperior to men, to ghosts, 

to lPirits, and to all the xorces of nature. ~he other beliers are, 

indeed, yariable, like the ceremonies which eccOJllP8DY themtt I ba."t 

this one is 1Ul1versa1 aDd ttmdamental. ( 1 ) II 

Kelt writers on the .Bantu attest the same taith in various 

parts of the oountry. (~) 

Among the llongo..a1am4o tribesmen the name :':Hsakomball i8 um.­

ver8&l~ ltma group of the ra.west heathen are asked 1lIho ceeated the 

earth,the a.nner is instant and unanimous \'"1lwomba"; The same 

anPer 11 secured to My. question as to the orig1n ot allY ot the 

detailed features or the world; But it asked to define their 1d_ 

as to the nature ot God 'lJI'sakombaH
; th8 results are uual~ Mea­

tiv.:	 They do not know what he is like; He is not a man and is not 

like man. He is not worshipt nor feared~ He is not loved nor bated. 
1t} Le 1t~y, A~ : $& bllgion des Pr1m1tits. P.I?1 
(2)	 uolle, des Peres Blancs : J.a Notion de Dieu chez les Bashi.Y- in 

creago tor June 192). 



." 

What is he and what d6es be do? There is no intelligible answer. 

llatiTe Ohristian leaders f'raDk~ admit that their ancestors were 

entire17 ignorant of the existence ot God~ And certainl.7 1nthe 

definite .eue of a 10Ying, _tchttll Father, as the Christian 

oonceives lUm, the Congole.e did not 8Dd do not know God a.ide from 

those who haTe accpeted the gospel. Since no worship was paid to 

god he _s non-existent in their religious lite. Bu.t i* .eems bq 

fair to acknowledge that in a vagae ,amantormu.l.ated, non-religicms 

and nOD-philosophic way, there was a recognition of a supreme,a 

creator God. K ( 1) 

2hat is the religion ot the Jlongo-lfkw14o? The answer will 

depend large17 on ones conception ot what oonstitute. relig1on~ 

Le Roy define. religion a. the 4M IISmn total ot belief. , obli ­

gatioDi and practices by which man recognises the su;pem.::.tural 

world,perf01"llUl his duties toward it and asa it. as.i''tance.!! (~) 

He recognises that this deflnition does not COTer mag1c, supersti ­

tion, l"e'ti.him,etc. ,but he saY'S that the.e are not religion. Be 

makes up religion ot t bese tour 'things; 

t.	 Dogma. - the belief in and the inspiratiun by the super­
natural. 

o:!. Korality- commands and prohibitions ot conduct, thru. the 

eupematural 

j~ Worship - the ritualistic expre.sion ot attitude toward 
the d1Tinity or nperna.tural~
 

~. SaoerdgtaUm - the orWization ot wor,hip.
 

(1)	 '1'anghe, PeJ:e :Basile aLa vUl lIe de l>ieu che. les Bganbdi • in 
Congo tor October, 112>. 

~~aser, »onald I Winning a Prtmit1Te ~eople , P. 10:!~ ff. 

Line d-Or de la Iii••ion du Le.soa.to, p. l)b rt.
 

OTerbergh, Cyr, ~ : ~s ~la , 277-279.
 

29 



jO 
~ 

.Among tne )(oneo-llkundo tae first three of these features of 

religion are fOWld, and the rudiments ot the fourth, tho there is 

no deyeloped sacerdota11sm~ Tho worsh1p "vas not organized it fol.­

lowed SODewha~ d.erined linctl .Anu no IUrther 1:h:LDg 18 ueede\i to uon.­

st1tute religion 111 worship. 

in this thesis_ the lines Detween religious and. p...·act1ces &DO. 

magical aeliets and. practioes will not De closely drawn. ~'or the 

teo are so interwoven that they are not altogether separable• .ae­

sides the moral and spir1tual l'eaction to each line or that is so 

suuilar ",bat tor ordinary purposes it would se~ logical to "treat 

magical beliets and practices as religious. 

~e 01' tue first names eDCOWltertld in tl1&:1 study or tn.e 

spiritua.l conceptJ.ons is ·'nsakomba··. 'l'Ms name has already been t 

trt:&ted as tne nsme tor the urealior .ue1ty. WI. this is the OC~R 

10nal use or the term, ta.Jl(1 seems liO De a magnitiea. conception ot 

the same te.l.'m as used 1n every day life~ J.n this workaday use of 

the Germ "n.e.c-e are as ~ i"nzakomba'" as there are people....hat 

lS, e~n 1nd.1vidual 118.s his :lnsakom·D8.". .L" does not seem lihali IIh 

tue)" associate tb.is ueing with the spirit ot the person. 1:h1s 

nDkomba is apparently a spirit. The)" dO not worsil1p him. His 

ot£1ce .LS to take care ot his creature , his human being. It a 

man has a 811Ccesdul b:ant he attributes his wccess to nis nsako­

mbe.;aaa. open17 tlattlrs this ga&j,'dian angel, emla1Dl1Dg, :: ~ , 

l. haTe a good god( If Bu.t if his mmt ror some time is rearded 

with meagre or no S\lCceS8 , he bee OIIles peeved. wi-;n i1.1s god, and 

pa,blio17 complains or his laZiness, his thotlessnesB ,and general 

worthle8sness ~ J.n all these relatiuns '~hel""8 seems never to ue a d1­

1!Il;lfddress ot worship to this ueiDg. if" ne a.oes well. .us has Deen 
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.imply tUltill1ng his mtural tmJctiOJ18. .But When he tails to help 

it i. but right to scold him tor tailing tu do wh&t one has a right 

to u;pect ot h1m~ All one'. ncces.e. or tailV88 iD lite, are 

theretore , rated &8 succe.ses ot tailures ot ones personal nsako­

mba~ '0 pai.e him -.y stir him u;p to greater actlvity that prai•• e 

at hi. greatness may continue. To 80014 him tor negllgeme .hould 

stir him to action lest his diviDe reputation be irrepara.b17 lowered. 

There appearl to be no tradition &8 to inter-relations b5.-. 

between these perianal deitiel~.or is there &D1' clear doctrine &8 

to the tate at a man'l nsakomba when the man dies ~ Perhapi the 

that i. that each man's nsakomba occupies the same relation to hil 

dilembodied spirit that it held to the lirlng man. 

We now come to the, consideration at IPirit worlhip, a spir1t­

ual experience ot the pr1m1t1ve mrl..,erlally recognised as rel1g1au.. 

Jaong the Oongolese there are the two kinds at spirit., amestral 

ghosts, and the tree BPUrlt. peopling torest.. Itr88DllJ, gard8D8,etc. 

AllCelJtral ghostl are universally revereDCed•. ~1) When ~ 

dies the relatives are expected to moarn 111 heart-broken tashion. 

h.ilure to do so shows lack or sorrow and honor 01" the dead., but 

worse still, subjects the l1vlDg relatives to great danger. For 

.hould the the ghost at the departed be d18Pl~asea. at lack ot due 

honor it may come back aDd vilit trouble 0DaZI7 or all the relatives, 

not necelsarily on the one ta1liDgto .how proper respect ~ At 

(t) J-unod,Henri I Lei Ba-llanga , in kllet1D de la Soc1ete lieu.­
.. chateloi.e - Tame X. P. j'19
 

- OYerbergh, Cyr. : Le. ~la , p. ~'11 

18 Roy~ A. I La Religion des Primitits , p. 2'1!J 
JI1lligmt,ll.H. IThe J1JDgle Folk at Arrica , 2.5'-2!J9 

Livre d'Or de la n.sion du Lessouto , p.I}o 
Fraser ; .DOnald: W1.nn1ng a Primitive People , p. I~O 

Bantu. BelieLe BDd Jiag1c , pp. 27-jl 
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Lot'ambe a young man was drowned. H1s tamily insisted. that his wife 

shaull fast. (absta1n1Dg trexn all the more palatable foods for SCD 

t1me;, ) ~'hey also insisted that she should say certain prayers aDd 

chants tor 'the dead,should wear DlOImliDg, and should not ~the tor 

a specitied liime. These were the customary marks ot honor shown to 

tJ1e dead~ lieNal to conform to this custom subjects the tamily as 

well as the ga.11ty person to danger ot TeDge8DCe irom the stost. 

SlOmess. t1Dac ial reverses, or even death might re8Ult. IlOreoYer 

failure to com'orm to cU6tom WOUld ue "taken to indicate that the 

wU'e had w1l1c;d. her husband. s deaiih, aDd had pOSs1Dly acccmplished 

it by means of magic. Be*ldes the Wife was tile p.. OPe.l:IlY 0;: the rza­

ily and refUsal to mourn was a sort ot intolerable 1D8ubordiDation. 

SOIDe people mourn tor tne dead tor abou.t a year atter t.ue 

death. Since relatives ghosts are likel.y to avenge lack 0'1 re,erence 

various calamities are attributed. to tnem. 81om...s. is generally 

believed. to be due to gho81iS or ol;b.er spirJ.'ts or sorce17~ .1n times 

of ep1demics ~ sacrifices and pr~ers are oI:ferea. to the gholJ'ts. 

when the influenza epidemic was raging in 19 io-19 so ~ ch1ckeDs 

were ottered to the gt,oststbat it was difficult 'to Pay lihem arter­

wards, tho they .llaci. been plentifUl befpre• .munerous cases ot such 

offertngs COl1t' to mind, bu't the,y cannot be recounted here; 

~hos1is of men of outstanding positiJn naturalJ.3' hold pr..em­

inent places in 'tne ghost world~sotar as the worship or the living 

is concerne<l. When achier C1ies not onl.y his ramily' lnlt all his 

subjects join in honoring h1m. Even neigh.boJ:'~ CiUe.18 8oif-c.U. their 

subjects take an act1ve part inthe deremonies. This averts lUSPicion 

ot secret disposal of a rival, and prevents the dead ohief from 

stirring up his kinsmen tJ\1Ccessors in ot.l.ice to magic efforts a­
gainst these neighboring rulers. . 
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The most important possessions of the dea.d are otten buried 

with them, or broken up and laid on the crave. It is cU8tomary, 

when the owner of a house die., to barn the hOUSt;, and cut down the 

be.naDa plants in the rear. It asked wq this is done the answer us­

'\1e.lly is, "It is our custom.'· But it 'is certain that ghost wo~ 

ship is the basic reason for it. The gho.t is Jealous ot 8Z11' one e 

else enjoying his property and IDa7 avenge its appropriation. 

vhost worship is orten carried on at the grave ot the dead. 

\Vhen sacrifices are made, '\1SUB.lly ot whole or parts of animals ~ , 

ilhe flesh is pbced on the grave. The offerer then "houts to 'lihe 

chost that there is an otfering, to come get it and see how he i" 

being honored,then to trouble his relatives no more, since they are 

properly m1ndtal ot his honor. 

There is a kind ot altar consecrated by fl!lDlous hunters , or 

~ poor lmnters for -chat mat"er. It seems to be connec1ied e1.ther 

with gJost worship or with something like worship i"or ones tutelary 

deity. However when questioned about it natives declare that it is 

simply a kind 01' memorial dedicated by the lmnter to his 01VI1 prow­

ess. It i. called an "n'dnda fl 
• It is usually at the toot ~ a tree 

tho it may be at the base or a be.nana stalk~ 'l'ne .....unter builds a 

light fence about this altar; He then places line skulls of all the 

large emmal! he kills there. It is customary to throw bits ot 

meat. into the n1dnda tenee when the hunter has been successtul 

in huntiDg. This nkinda is apparently more than a lIlU8eum. It seems 

cer1iain that the lmnter expects that ICrupupous care or it will 

iDtrure :fUture IUCce"s in the lmnt; 

In the sealing or pacts or great solemnity and importance 

between Tillages or clans, as at the conclusion of peace parleys, 
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it .s eutomary to otter a lmman sacrit1ce called 'mbeka rz ; Onal­

ly a slave ot no kin to the par1;1cip8ll'ts ~ uh~_ ror the Dibeka. 

BIlt one ot the c]NUPDeJl might be chosen; especially one 1IIl1tU.117 

cODCeded to h8:ve been the c&1t8e or an unneoc.slf&r7 -.r~ It .eE1D8 t 

that a goat or dog might somet1mes be sUstituted; ba.t in a treav 

of importqce thi. _s not CODlDOD.~ Ge:neral17 the llbeka _8 more of 

a hostage than a sacritice; In such case. there might be nell two 

mDeb.; These usual practice with these living sacrifloes was to 

build a crude domicile high up in the branches ot a tree about 

mic1a7 between the two Tillages, or the territory of the c1aU; 

~he hostage: or hostages then took up abode there, not beiDg permit­

ted eT8Il to came down; :rood aDd ater were brot aud. hoisted. b7 means 

ot a rope tied to the htue or the hostage; Violation of the trea:t7 

would usual~ be ayenged tirst -~ the teath of the hostage,then -.r 

would likely fol101f~ Selection as an mbeka was pract1cal~ cUDdeam.­

ation to death, &8 the a;ponre, inertia and lEek or tuitable food 

so lowered 'the resistance as to oause tatal lisease in a short time. 

Peace pacts sealed With a htmIan mbeka were of the u most solemnity 

and the party that notated 8\JCh a treaty _s worse than the nola­

tor of allscrap ot paper~1I 

While ~s ot recently deaeased relatives are the most tear­

ed ot sPirits, the7 are not so JIUDl81"O'U as the roaming sPir1t. thot 

ot as re.ident eTerywbere~ These are not interested aD1' }l&r't1cular 

individuals , but one neTer knOWl when some caprioe may lead one ot 

them to take a. malloiowr delight in tormenting some ppor lmII.a~ T 

thi. spiritv.l persecution may 'fie torm or illness or ot det-.ting 

~ ot the cherished enterprises or lite~ It may mean death; A 

SOhool boy at Lot'ambe _s bl1Dd in one eye. When asked tne cause 
of this detect he solElllll1ly awnrereCl4, 'I 
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JlA spirit came up out ot the 8"-P ; entered into JI,y e19 ,and PIlt 

it out~1' The 4oo~or _s called out to see a woman nearly dead ot 

pneumonia. She ha4 a lOllg oord with trequen"t moot. on it, wrapped 

roand and round her wrist ~ A1I he entered Ille was feeling the 

knots on this cord one after the other and IIUIlbl1Dg~ When asked 

'the reasOn tor th1. her bwrbaDd said she 1IIlS praying to the 1JP1r­

itd to spare her lite~ Whether the amestral spirits or the irre­

spoulble , -adering spirits 1s uncertain, but molt probably the 

latter: ADceltral spirits vi.it s10kness upon relatives, but these 

malicious spirits actUl17 eater into their W1ct1m8 aDd pos.ess 

1IheIi~ The7 take up their abode in the bod;r ot the y1otims. Thi. is 

whT a large pa1"t ot the thBrepeutios ot the mec1icine -.xl is the 

oasting out ot the spirits; !b8re are multi'tudillous -78 in which 

the casting out ot spirits is accamplished. Some of these are Iter­

eot1P8d methodlJ, ba.t the protessional mecUcine man enJ078 mach 

tree40m in initiating new pnot1ce. , 1'lhich he claw , and his 

olients hope, will prove more etrective than the COnT8llt10Dal 

p1"04e6m"es; Without eaamera10lug N!7 of these it may be bOrD8 in 

mind that thq tall into the two general cat&BOries, 

a; .Actual medicinal remedies, and
 

b; llagical practices~
 

Besides ordinary illnesses .caused by' resideuce ot spirits 

Within one there i. a distlDct dElllOn possession. !rhis is gener 

ally known as '''bcmBOJi'' btlt in the lIew 1'eltament is traD8~ted ... 

rlbokali _ l~o" or ''baltal1 wa mbin4o ll 
• !lative ~iltia:u be­

lieve this 1l&l"&llel to the demon pos.ession of the Iiew ;.i:eIt8llBllt; 

~hose possessed are unallY' harmless. TheY' are characterised by' 

two desires; J1le iBsatiable des1re to run away to the torest, aDd 

there patiently to dig a gA"aye with their bare handIr, and by the 
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1IJcessant s1nging of' a song Dot preT1ous17 known to them, but wh.1ch 

1s known. and 8DDg in a veL'7 s.i.m11&r ~ b,y all demOD1acs. The ~ 

way to ~le nch dElllOlliacs is to paint them allover ytth white 

clay, leaving DO spot uncovered. The demODi.ac will then remain 

quiet17 at home; harm1ng DO one, and will prOYide a lot ot popuJ.:a.r 

8111USement by daDc1Dg a weird dance and singing his gilos"if a~. 

Jia." let ium see b'llt a small patch oi his skin unwh1tened, and ne 

iDmediately makes aDreak tor the torerrtlio relJUlIltl hi. graved.igg1ng. 

From this brief' 8C~cnmt ot the M1cando" s cODCept1oD ot the 

spirit world these conclusion. naturally tollow; 

1. JlP,osts ot the dead r-.1D near their :Cromer human habitat. 

l ~lhey are ca)able ot doing good or bad to liT1ng people, es­

pecially their own. kinfolks. 

a~ Theretore .acritices ana. prayers, iDcantati0D8 and 

tasts	 are observed intueir honor ~ 

}. Ili.cellaneou.t spirits exist everywhere~ 

a. There is DO general cult ot the.e. 

b~ They are capeole ot af'fiicting lmmaDs with sickness, 

or ot possesslDg them 8I;l thus causing illness, mis­

tortune or even death; 

c.	 Their exorcism 18 usuAl17 acco mpli.hs4 b,y DIAg1cal JDe8I18 

tho it ~ be doen 1»7 actual medicines. some people s 

.eem to pray to them;tho this is DOt 'lUmBol. 

4~ Tlere is DO nature war.hip; That is trees , takes, rlTers, 

etc; Re DOt sacred because ot spirit pOIJSe.sioD~ 

It can be seen in the foregoing that there is beliet in the 

cont1lmed e%isteaoe, after death, of' 'lie' lmmaD soul. It .eau 
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8Un, bowyer, that the liTing l1uam1 -.s belitfYea. to be in a. hap­

pier state tlJan than his ghoS't would be a.tter his death~ 

In t11e practical life ot the people magic tills eTen a large r 

place than an1m18Dl~ Some practices and beliets are both Ulimin10 

and -.gical, aDd S<De practice. are Dbgical tor one group or indw 

T1clual while they are 8D1m11ft1c tDr ot.ber groups or 1Dd1TidU18. 

So far as IV obserw.tion has gone tetishism is ch1e~ magical , 

but other carefUl observers in other sections have tound it chiet'l1' 

animistic. 

llagic &8 practise<! in ,;he central (J0Dg0, is ot three clalrses.; 

a; Witchcratt ~ D~. Yetishi8Dl, c~ Verkl tol'Dll1lae; The t 

third is Dot widely practiced indepeDd.ently ot theother two,so will 

not be discussed separately. 

J!'etishi. is eTery man's ZMg1c, so will be diSCU88ed tirst; 

What is tn.e iilamdo's ounception ot the nature ot his .I.'etisht The 

particular answer tor '&nT retish ,!,i.1.1 have tv De tomu.lated lor that 

tetish oul¥. All tetishes are belined to pos.e,s 1Dher8l1t mag1cal 

power tor the accomplishment ot specitic things. ~'h1s spee if'ic th 

thing ~ De good or desirable ,or bad • 

How doe8 the f'etish acquire this magical quality? The aDn'er 

to this question will vary with different teti8hu; ~or some t'e't1.h­

es are made ot ftbsteaces i;bat are 1Dherently mag1oal~ Others are 

D8de ot things that 'become magical because of' thier oomb1DatiOll; 

that is the oomponents are ~al~ but thq became magical by 

T1rtUe of the cOlllbination~Jut &8 Jvdr'ogen &Dd 02;YgeJ1 form _tar by 

Tirtue ot their oombination. Others are made magical by T1rtue of' 

tile repetitivD ot magical f'ormalae over th.eIJ ~ 81;i.1.1 othen derive 

mu.gical power 1)7 COD't(ICt _~j.thtsome th.ilut 1:hs.t bas great DBg1cal
power of' itself'"'; 8Dd ~s Ms qua1.11i" 1:0 
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whatever 1Dan1mate t.tL1Dg it toaohes. lather 1t mparts it to 1&­

aD1mate object. of nch D.iil.ture as to De J.read117 imbU8cl W1'th 

mag1cal power~ other•• appear to c(JIle to po,,"S _gical q'UaU... 

ties because of t~ III8DIler 1D which they are lIBde. ~0D8 can make 

this type , 8Dd so; of oourse, 1t ls less li~ly to be powerf'ul 

tbaD. some other types Whicn require adepts to prouuce t.nsa; 

~s nOD-specialist fetish has n.r1oas or:i.-loes, saoh as prC). 
., . 

tectlon of gardens and oth.er property~ prot~l;.i.O.&l or health. em 

life~ inf11ction or even death, SUCt:ess to lOTe af:fa1r. or all-" 

tion of lo~1n short, almost thl1 whole ooarse ot life 111&7 be 

artected by them~ 

The ''Dseka:; i. the most cO!IIDun of tuis tne ot Ietish; The 

''Dseka11 i. the taboo t1tber spoken or W111ed.~ .A. womaa plants a 

garden in a place where thaf't 1s 11k.e17~ To pr8YeDt thieT1Dg She 

, drift. up a stick at a place where it 1s 11kely to be .een b7 ~ 

one pass1Dg; On tne end or th1s sne tastens some leaves, an ~. 

lhell i & few wisps of grass, or most l1keq ot all, a ID1xture ot 

powdered charcoal, leaves dirt, an1mal hair,etc., tied up ill a 

leaf, a rag, or a -.11 piece or tUr. She ~ or m:a.y not ma.tter an 

1Dcantation;over thi.; Sometimes a specific curse on the Violator 

ot the fetish is pronounced at it, erection~ .\ew raw heath. are 

bold 8DOU8h to violate I\1Ch a tetlsh~ wq do they tear ~ a 

thiDg"l :Bec&1We it 1, ma.g1c; and • g1cal th1Dgs have the power ot 

1Dtll.oting cert&Ul results~ _ doe. 1'1re Darn? lt is its nature. 
opi.. 

Why does OawJt# sleep~ we only know tbat it possesses this 1Dherent ... 
·4 

power. why <Loes the nseka t1llt It is its 1nb.erent ma.g1cal Da­

ture: .1t simp.l.y has tnai; property; Some tJl1nk tbat the 118eka 1. 
INPP0ee<1 to derive its power the intervention ot one-. tuteL:t.r,y or 
other 
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or other spirit; .BI1t.1 am oonT1Dced that the general teeling of 

the natives J. have knom is that it denyes its potency .LrCIB its 

1nherct qualtty; which quality 1s cier1ved :tram lihe Duture oi tne 

OQlllPOnents ot t.be t'etish, frOlll mag10al lne;;,niiations, 8rCIB the 

Will ot its makeri OJ;' more likely still, trCD the geDBral recogr.. 

Ditton ot tile magical virtue ot amything so Stlt ~piU-t ,especially 

it its aim 1s paatshment ot its Yiolator~ To the last RPposition 

it may be objected that trUCh an idea is wholly irrational, hence 

can't be true. Mu.t we are not seeking the rational in Congo beliets 

bit the tacts ; aDd this 18 one ot the apparent tacts ~ 

All .fetishes 8Dd charms are called bote , plural bete~ The 

seme tem is used ot actual medicine. Ln Dative usage there is mach 

overlapping ot charms and medicines. Bete are the c:ra.re-all and 

the ldll-all; 

A COlllmOl1 use ot a malignant cham or tetish is to pl.88e it 

about a JIINlt s house , hi garden or some other place where he is like­

ly to ccme into contact with it or 1DlWittiDgly step oYer lt~ It 

one does the latter he swldenly becames ill and soon dies ~ He ~y 

never know the mnrderous trick ot his enElll1',but his death proves its 

etticacy~ Toward the end ot 1fJ12 some e-nmgel1sts brot word to 

Lotambe ot the death ot one ot their fellow naugelists one haD­

dred aDd fifty miles a~~ They were 8'I1reit ... due to bote- the 

murderous use ot a charm, tho neither he nor ~ one else bad seen 

the oharm. A young man recently came to the miss10Da17 compla1n1Dg 

that someone had pIlt a tetish on his house~ He dared not enter his 

house till it was remO"f ed ,and naturally he dared not remove it; 

'-'he missionary wenl; out to lh-t the charm and found it noth1Dg but 

a worn out belt~ 
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Two IIl1ss10naries sPent the night in a Tillage where there WIlS 

only one Christian. They slept ill a house built tor itinerant white 

traders~ I~ the mtming the Christian brot them a small chicken as 

a present. Shortly afterwards an older man was heard in rlolmrt dis­

pute with the Cbril"tiam~ It developed that the disparaat bad placed 

a retish at the !ront ot his yard which Joined tbat ot t.lle white m 

men' s house~ By Tirt'uB ot this tetish he had the right to lEtTY' a 

tax of' halr a tranc against nery one WhO passed with a ch1ckeD~ 

The ahristain retwreu to pa)' the tax, hence the quarrel; Ba.t it was 

interestimg to note that ~he Ohril"tiall did not rera.e on the grOlmd 

ot t;.ue tals1ty ot the tetish olaim, bI1t b7 Y1rtue ot the tact that 

he .s a C,'bristiaD, beDce no longer UDder the law ot the tetish's 

operation. 

Then are tetishes that possess the power ot produoiDg rain 

or sto*. Missionaries could recount ~ stories ot the use ot • 

noh tetishes, many ot which would tormerly have prec1pitated bit­

ter 1nter~lan or inter-vill.ag9 wars; 

The purposes ot tetishes are protection ot property or lite 

or enterpirses, and the intl1ction ot hurt on enemies; 

There are a tew people who have very etrectift tetishes tor 

acquiring r1ches~ SUCh charms are either lucq acquisitions or are 

due to the possession ot some type ot sorcerial power. Theretore 

rich men are often 8UP8Cted ot witchcratt • 

The two man destroyiDg animals ot the country, ,he leopard 

and the crocodile, are btll1eTed to be directed in their killing ot 

humeDs by the oharm ot some wtsard or witch. 'xheretore when ~ 

is killed by such animals an etrort i8 ~e to find 'the sorcerer 

who hasemployed him. Under the old regime such people \i-:re i;z1ed 'by 

poison ordeals 
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'.ehe medicine man enjoys various tunctions in 1;0ngo sOClety~ 

Seldom are these all united in ODe man, and f'requentq one possess­

es only one at these prerogatives. :chese ottices are: 

1~ t."Ure ot disease by the U8e ot actual med101bes. Some ot 

these medic ines haye real Yirtue, as thei 1" purges ,etc~, but 

they are administered with neither 8Zlatomical nor chemical knowled8e 

and so oyerdoses sometimes do harm,and occasionally cause 4eat~ 

c:. The magical power at discovering those guilty ot sorce!'7,espec­

ially men disease or death haye resulted; 

j~ Sorcery itselt. ~s iooludes the manuf'acture and sle at tetish­

es, and the accompl1sbment by magic ot their will, uually some 

de'f'11try eor which they have been paid, the magical employ ot aD­

imals or eJIen the metamorphosis ot tb.emselveslnto sn1mals tor 

the accomplishment of some ulterior design• 

• Dese are the outstanding ftDctioD8 ot the whole protesslon 

at medicine men. liumerou stories ot men at the n.riowr types 01" 

or combinatiou of two or more ot the types mighil be recounted~ 

.a.8 with the tetish so with the medicine man, the secret is in the 

possession at magical secrets; not U8UAlly in collusion with 

spirits. The medicine man is aided. and abetted by his personal 

nza.k:omba,but this aid is not ~ to the n:;.tiye mind, a contradiction 

at the purely magical charac lier at the medicine- s man's tiic". 

Without his possession at possession vt magical secrets his tut­

elary deity would not nelp h1m~ And these secrets were not ln the 

power and keeping at his tutelary deity, and might be wholly un­

kl-wwn to .Il1Dl~ 
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ORA po." pM, •• 

(...H1tI&~IUI~n , A sPIRITUAL R/!,YOmTlOH 

J!'rClll the toregoing recital ot social customs obtaining among 

the l:OD8Olese, and ot their religious practises and beliets the 

conclusion seems to me ineT1table that most ot the practiCal part 

of tht' old religious lite IIIl1St go ~ ~he clmroh must not start on 

its career tettered by the chainl ot nperstit10n and degenerate 

SOCllal custClllS. It is true that the 8Zlimistic conceptions under-
on 

lying their beliefs are 'based ..a tnndamental tact of Cbrist&8Zlit;r 
1 

8Zld every other religion, namely the ac~_lity and predom:lneat 

~ort8DCe ot spiritual existence. It will always fUrDish a 

means ot approach, and will aid in tn.e establishment ot the ~i8­

ti8Zl doctrine to acknowledge this. But the Christian propagBDcUst 

IIIIlSt never allow himself to be misled into acknowledgiDg the PO.s1­

bilit;r ot reconciling the details, or parts ot the detail. ot the 

superstitious superstructure erected by the Conso raliglanist on 

the true base of spiritual reality~ This superstructure is all 

rJwood , lu:Ly, stubble !land is due to be consumed in the fire that 

shall uprove every man· s work. II 

There is the Tag\18 belief in ood as the creator. it is easy 

to ba.1ld up 0•• this the saand faith in the one , supreme Qed, per­

,0D21.l17 interested in each of his cree.i.iea. children, and. so disp1B.ca 

the multitud1nous ,8••_1 and powerless tftsonal nzakomba. .rn 

thi. one is able to coarnend them I"Or their spiritual acuteness in 

sensing the basic fact or all true faith, while showing them that 

circumst8DCes over which they had. no control "led. them into faJ.iJe 

practises and beliefs that almsot Dnllitied the spiritual benefit. 
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ot their grand be.s1:; faith. (,1lristia.nity l s mi.sion is to take them 

back of the1r impotent personal deities, spirits 8Dd I18gtc, to the 

81"8*t, mjestic uod, IJrea.tor or the1r own innate f'aith~ 

Aga1n one finds them agitated about 'the eve~ occurrences 

ot lite, especially those ot· a sudden or tragic nature. Ha.,ing ti 

t1rst directed attent10n to the W,PrSRe »8it1', one must undert&Jte 

to clemonltra'te that this UOa. alone, by h1s ordered 'Universt:, can 

aceoant f'or the tacts of this lif'e~ Jralicious spir1ts cannot do it 

tor he would not make his \U1i.,er.e and then f'ind h1m8elf impo"ent 

to prevent its spoliation b7 1ns1gn1f.a.cant spiritual enem1es.Ior 

would he surrender his power to eviL-m1ncled men , and allow them, 

b1 over-reaching Jlim, to really rob him ot h1s su,pernatuDl powers 

tor the acc<XllPl1shment of their darrtardly purposes .The arguments 

here presented against beliet in mal1snant spirit. amd 'DlCiCk magic 

as facts in 11£e, are not so e&sil1' grasped by .primitive minds a. 

the tacts about the one ~~ Most converts from heathenilJDl conf'1­

dentl, trust 1n tn.e one God, and prq to him to protect them 

fromthe eminent peril of' evil spir1ts and the charms of the eDElIQ' 

and the spells of' the sorcerer. These suPerstit1uns are as real as 

ever, only 'the vhristian has a pane.cea, if his fa1th but prove ad.­

equate, against "heir nefarious influence. Possibly this is as ra r 

as ninety nine out of every lmndred con.,erts get in their grasp 01· 

spiritllal tra:th~ :&o.t the reason is not iDabi11ty to grasp the 1\111­

er truth, 1N.t the powerfUl backi-pull of mental 8ILd .,1ritual in­

6rtia and decay which heathen condit1ons ba.,e fostered and still 

nrrcnmd the convert with, ma.k:8 lt extraordiDa.rily d1fr1cult tor 

him to entirely free himself • 

The 'Uni.,ersal belief in at leae't a temporary cont1mJatlon ot 
life 
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lite after death in the ghosts 01' the deceased -.kes an eaq po1Dt 

ot departure tor t~ inculcation ot the t,1)uo18t1_ dActr1De ot 1m­

mortalit7: Ghost cult presen'ts "he daDger ot the growth ot the 

spiritually deaden1Dg doctrine ot the inwcation ot sa1Jrts. Prot­

est8Dti8Jll IIIl18t not allow its re-1n8tateme.u1i 01 "the div1ne 80D8hip 

or all believers to be nullitied b7 the barren doc~1ne ot the 

mediation ot the saints ,tlml re-openiDg the gulf' oetween the be­

11ever &nd God which Jesus bridged;. 

The doctrines that need to be presented to these people. are 

the simple , basic truths ot the gospel cODCerning God and "e8WJ 

&8 the sanor of' men~ 'I'hese might be partialJ..v If\1l.JJII&rlsed as. 

1. ot God; 

a. His	 '\Ul1ty. 

b~	 His personal qualities, 
Bower , \loodDelrs 

Wisdom, Loft 

Jatherhood, XlDgship 

Creator, Qaaipresence 

i:	 Jesus; 

Son ot God JI'az1 

:ae.,..ler ot God' swill Sanor 

Hea« ot the Church Friend ot :Beliner 

Victor over death Lite-g1ver 

.iDy ccmpl1cateu. ph110sop~ ba.1.lt up on these d.oct ...·1nes will be out 

of' pl8Ce~ A .1IIple , practioal presentation or these truthS some­

what as they are presented in the ~·ew Testament is wD&'t is needed; 

Sacce.s	 will require that Jens .hall constNlt~ be pres_lied 

as the apex of all religious truth~ A'Tery truth taught wut find its 

confirmation in Him,. 
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The gospel to be presented to a primitive people should be 

Cbri.&;~entr1c, lnlt it .hould. be strictly non-.ectar18D. lt 1. 

lAte to say tbat 'there is not a doctrine that ls peculiar to arq 

one re11g1owr bod7 in Amerlca that is in ~ sen8e a tandeaental 

truth ot the teaching ot Jesus. ~re is enoagb. vathOliC tra:th 

without dragg1ng in s~w.r1an .hi1»boleths to confUe the m1nd.8 SlId. 

souls or simple folk. ~e Ccmgo ch:arch .i.U. i·1DQ. 11;8811 1D1der the 

necessity ot emphaS18s.ug ethics as 0.10. .Jesus. 'xhe li1:'e 01' men to­

wu,rd their tellows must be a demODStulon of' the love 01:' Ohr1st in 

the l1.i"e.1iailure to re-lncarnate Obrist in da1ly lite will ~ 

failure ot the clmrch~ -'117 their fiuits ye sball know them'". Bative 

preachers and teachers DIQ6t be drilled in lihe art of finding ever 

new guis.s under which to present this card1&.l pri.Dc1ple ox' the 

religion 01' JeSWJ~ 

But the emphasis on practical Christ18D 11rtDg 1IIU't not be 

allowed to breed & cODtemptious or otherw1se d1slo~l attitude 

toward the church as 811 1Jurt1tution. The organic existence ot the 

dlmrch 111 & necess1ty fo* the proP8t)ation ot the gospel, and. ir tbat 

1s so the loyalty of 11;S members to its work and worship is a cta.ty. 

It is to be hoped that Congo Ohrirrtians may neyer learn to m1D1m1se 

the 1mport8DQe and. influence of the church, &8 80 lD8oll1' American 

(;hrist1an8 dO, and tlms rob it or its dign1ty and glory inthe 8788 

of' the people~ It 18 not intended to "dei"end lihe sacredness 01' 

8:IJY parUeualr church polity, nor even of' the clItu'cil 80S &.ll o"'£,'alll­

satlon, • But rather the sanctity of the bond un1tiDg believers to 

Christ and in Christ, and the dut;r of ma1dng this bond the means 

of N1 organic effort that shall effectually tne in.nuence of this 

bond into thier lives, and the lives of all othen they may be 

able to influence. 
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Theree is a radical difference between a ChristiNl and a typ­

ical heathen in his spiritual aDd ethical conceptions and conduct. 

~ Christian is being transtormed. The best Christian has exper­

ienced a real spiritual rnolution• .ADd this same price,., pumea­

t1ng Congo society, will make of it a new creation. 

L1nds8.7~ Vachel, I The Congo , pp. >-11 

lraser; Donald : Winning a Primitive People , 2)'~2b9 
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.aBAP'J!KR ffF3EN • 

mmqA;lQ!{ FOR THE qBQmH •••••.• 

~e go6pel of 0hrist has proyen the most et·t'ectiye weapon 

eyer employed for the 'UProoting of superl"tition as well as of 

sin in gvneral~ lJo society hu become eyen tairly tree trom sap­

erstitlons where the gospel was not generally believed. But the 

gofPel, UDaCcompanied 'b.Y educa.tion , finds it a muoh longer and 

mpre ted10us task to eradicate IfU'bver.ive lP1ritUZ:A.l a.nd magi­

cal beliefs and practices. It may be argaed that a society tDat 

does not make intellect'Ual growth has not fUlly raceiTed the 

gospel of Christ, so its cl1ng1Dg to super8titions is not due to 

a fa1J.ure in e4uce.t1Dg itself~ but to a failusr to receive in its 

1Uln88S f'alsuhood t s inveterate toe, the gospel, the Truth ot c:hr1st. 

Whether ectacation is &. nat1u'l trait ot the gospel, or that the gos­

pel is more tally comprehended because Of the trained. mind makes 

little dil'f'erence. Either position requires that an infant c!DU"ch 

in a heathen society devote itself' &8sidu0u817 to its mental cul­

tivation~ And either position admits that the mentalq alert are 

at an ad._ntage in the oomprehenri.on of the fUllest import ot the 

gospel; and in line el1m1nation of IEalse spiritual values trom 

their hearts. 

However one DIU8t not lose sight of the usual 1mpoteuce ot 

intellectual dev elolDent alone to eradicate ralse spiritual 

n.lues or to tree from superstitions. .1'aul found the learned ~ 

superstitious. The7 were less so than their intellectual inter­

iors; yet deep17 superstitiO\Uf~ China, -Japan aDd l.ndla or today 

have t.n.eir highly 01*111Bed ll1asses whioh are yet very nper­

~tious. There are soientists who belieye that modem pqsLCal 
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science can accomplish the eradication of false spiritual _lus. 

But likewise, 84ieme,'\1D&Ccampam,ea. by the gospel, would just as 

nrel.T nle out the spiritual facts ot life as well as the l\1Per­

stitions, aDd. thus rob JDBD of the sublimest truths he has ever laid. 

hold ot~ 

So while a primitive clmrch mast eduoate itself or 8'tagaaloe 

quickly, it mut be saved. fram the pe.l'il or materialism ~ coupling 

with its ed:acational program a thoro17 fervent relig10wr activity 

that will gwLrN1tee a spiritual growth OcmD8nsurate Wi.ths its 1D­

telleotual progress; ADd it is to be htped. tbat m1ssions aDd the 

other oreative forces at work in congo may l'\1C\:eed in constrwstiDg 

what bas not yet been accamp1.ished among ~ people, namely a so­

ciety that 1s neither religiously, euuca:t;10nally nor 1Do.u.-tr1alq 

top-heaV~ 

~o tnis end all Congo missions are seeking to ma.intain uh.ris­

tian ecI:ucation. lot seems that none of" tnelfe milfsions has completed 

the planning of ita ed:uoational program. HOwever the broadest ":eat­

ures ot this plan are samewha1: °well defined, and the details are 

beg1nDiDg to fit 1n~ The Dilfoi.plelf ot uhrist uODgO Mission has 

Just been am)1.ng a surveyor its nee<1.8, 8Dd while not all the re­

sults are yet ava1lable, it wi1. ce.L-tainly conta;a.n liMse three basic 

i.$itutiODl I 

1 • .Jillage IfOhools - to De taught in natibe billagelf by' native 
teachers. 

~. iril.sion station .Bo~rding Sohools to be condW.;1ied on each 
resident sta~ion tor bOYS aDd girls. 

). A uentral i:raoniDg SChool, to De deYotea. chiefly to voca­
tional trai.n1ng ~ 

1'Wi VJ.LLAli:IS ::)uHOOL. 
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T.liI!: V.LLLA.\I'J!: SvHOOL 

~he most di.tfinlt ed.ucQ.t.i.onal proDlem ot ~uator1al vongo 

is the village IfChool~ J.iis problems are ~ IU1C1. verT aggraftted.. 

i'he station schools are a r1nanc tal problem only , As the personna 

v.nr.i eq'1.U;oel1'ti 'tiO properly conduct these sohools can be secured it 

the money is available~ ~he same is true ot the t1entral 'J:raining 

SChool~ But the rlllage school has financial, tamilial, social, 

industrial, political and. personnel problems involved,and. allot 

them in an aggraw.ted. form~ !he solving of these problems for the 

rlllage school will mean the wcceSlJ ot the higher ed:acational in.­

stitt.tions, for the Village school is the teeder or the statton 

school, which in turn teeds the ventral SChool; M.Oreover they giv e 

thise trained in the higher schools a co-operative grou;p in l1ii.tin 

society that will make S'OCcessIUl etfort in village churches mach 

more probable; They meM the dif'ference between a literate and an 

illiterate church, between a society actuated. by' idealism and a so­

ciety incapable of grasping the tiner things of' life to a sut.t'lc­

ient degree to stir them up to earnest ef'tort. 

Villa.ge schools have seldom had hearty co-operation of the Y11­

lagesthemselves. In some cases the local attitude has been actually 

hostile to them; Sach disdnct 0ppol!J1l;ion to the religious teaching 

al...,.. imparted in the schools, or it may be solely aga1JuJt the 

civilipto17 purpose ot the IfChools. If the natives can be conv1nc81 

that it 18 to their interest to become ed:ucated this primary diffi­

culty will be solved. Once it is solved the problems of' attendance, 

supply of teachers, equipnent, curricula, etc. will be succewsf'al17 

worked out With the passage ot time; In other words if the primary 

difficulty o~ hostility or indifference is overcome, and a geDU1ne 
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appreciation p:r the value ot education th the Congo race is grasped 

by the U'ongolese themselves, time w1l1 see the solving ot the other 

problems involved either by Church ettort, or by a combined effort 

ot "the chirch and the State. 

The solving of this pr1.JDary problem - namely the securing ot 

IIhe hearty co-operation ot the villagers - involves two th1.DB8; a. 

The tinding and presenting ot a motive tor p&rt1c1pation in popalar 

eduoation that is ot popular appeal, and .L ~he securing o:r the 

legal co-operation ot the village rulers. It' the popular motive is 

tound most ot the Village chie:rs will lend their support to the 

S1lOcess ot the scholl, to even then some o:r them w111 conttJme to 

resist it~ 

What are some motives that may be presented? end what are 

their merits? As alre ady pOinted out these motives, to .ecure t 

the necessB.l7 popular tmpport, must appeal to the selt'-interest ot 

the vill.agers~ We bave then , :rirst ot all, vhe motive o:r 1nc.L-easea. 

earning power. This has been one ot the most widely considered mo­

t1ves tor seek1Dg edl1Oation ~ But it has not and Will not populari~e 

ed:aoQ.tion~ For it will not increase the 1DIDed1ate earn1ng power o:r 

numbers o:r people in the way that was once believed by ~ Y oung 

menj and the mass o:r the people have already become aware of its 

inet'fect1veness to so 1ncr ease their ersning power: It is only t 

tair to missionaries to say that they have not, as a general role, 

stressed this aotive. Bu.t they have often neglected to point out 

it. tallacy, and this tailure has led some bright young men to teel 

that missionaries have begailed tlWlll into tedious and wort.nless 

educational e:rtort. Ot course it is true that popular edmation 

will 1Dcrease the average earnl.ng pu'ller, but the progressive in­
crease 



crease Will nO"libe rap1d enough to just1fy this m01i1Te as iibe cen­

tral one 1n a popular appeal for education. PerlJistent demonst-.tiob 

or tne l'act that prod.uct1on w1l1 increase with more in"el11gent et­

tort, UId that tlmB gradually a higher plane can be reacned by 8liu.­

c,;;,t1on, will have some influence, howeTer, in popular1zing ed:aoa­

tional effort. But this is Dot the motive that is to paq the alief' 

role in gaining popular support: 

If Christians alone were to De consld.erea. , the chmeh could 

make consid.erable progren b7 requiring that all parents IJhould. send 

their children to school, and tuat children Ifhould not be accepted 

as candiate, ~or membership till "ney are able to read. and write~ 

Many missions .bave long enforced tbts rule as to tue read.ing and 

wr1til.lg of candidates, and it is possible that the time wl11 Ifoon 

oome when it wil.L be wise to P\lii ill mto I'ores in most cases in 

.l!;qUator District. It 1sa Justifiable rule Where 1nstraction 1s gEm­

era.lJ..y available. The cJ:mrch mwrt prttect J:tself agauurt ignorance. 

And the cnr18t1an's COlllJJWU.t.,yt s rignli to propag!he its moral stan­

dards ill soc1etJ', and to 1JuJist on t.ne obligation oi otherif to 

accept it, w1~1 gain a larger support, when re-imorced. IJ¥ a higher 

general intelligence on tne part or II he Ohris;;ian a0lDUWl11iY~ It 

may De that the obl~gation or Uhr1st1&n PtLrentl to ed'uoate their 

ahildren will be tue means by which primarlt ed:t1cation will nan.­

tual~ win popular n;ppo rt; But so .Lar Ohristlan ~'ents btl.Te 

nOii Si10WD themselves thoroly alive to tllis oblit;!,at10u to their chil­

dren. ~uch a requirement can only ue ant·orced. Dy dlscipl1n1Dg the 

parents 41 And lome good Ohri.8tian parents WOUld. bee epi.; discipline 

rather than yield. towhat they believe to be so unjust a perTGrsion 

of the spiritual prerogatives of the church. And it would also 
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otten happen that willing parents would be una.ble to enforce the 

atten.clanoe of their children, because heathen relatives, who often 

have as much legal control over ohildren as their actual parents; 

would resist their education~' So the impossibility of enforcing a 

rule for the education of children of Christians will make this 

attack on the problem of general ed128ation a slow one~ Ba.t with a 

better eduaated ministry and teaching staff in the Tillages, thi. 

motive will gain a more popular sa;pport'; of the Christian pe.rent.~ 

Should the church generally accept compulsory education for its 

ohildren, rnatV' heathen parents will be moved to secure like priT­

ileges for their children lest they be found at a disadvdlltage in 

.ocial and world atfairs~ And the ohild pa~tes of' Christian 

ohildren in .chool will otten insist ~ the prlTilege of' school 

a.ttendance enjoyed by their triends in the ~hristian oonmmnity. 

ilowever a morepopular appeal yet is needed. it" the a.ttendance 

or a.11 the Tilla.ge children is to be secired. in ".Ile school.~ .LIoes 

such an appeul exis~? 1t is doubtful if there exists one tnat can 

be so presented a.s to gain a. quick acceptance. :But if so it is mos t 

likely that or race. This motiTe has dangerous as well as legllii­

mate avenae. of a.pproach~ ~l1e :Black man might be ta.ught that he m 

must gain the white man· s education iu order to S't1Ccess1'Ully combat 

his encroachemnts, and eTentually to eapel the intruder ~ This mo­

tive , so presented , has a powerttl appea.l~ it is almost certa~ 

that if the :Black could De conT1ncecl that "he expulsion of the White 

oould be accomplished at a reasobably early date by means ot self­

ectacation lle would deTo"e himself' assiduously to such edm&i.1on. 

Ba:t while missionaries genera.lly believe that the eTent'\1al control 

ot J!iq'Us;1;or1al Africa by its indigenous races is just and desirable, 
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they u.oloe Dot present lfUCh a doctrine to the nativeslest it br1Jag 

them into comlict with the govermnent, s:nd lest it also insp1re 

ralse and hurt1'al politioal sttiving's on the part of the blacq. 

~he church must be taught to throw all the weight ot its influence 

against the ruinous process of political insur.a:ection. lt may con­

cede eventually that the .aative peoples mq hope for the gradual 

recovery of political auton~ by the process or legally rights, 

but at the pre8ent such teaching i8 not adVisable~ lt would cer­

tainly be interpreted in a more radical way than intended, and U· 

acted on would rerult in political intrigue ins~ead of legitUDate 

efrort at selt-cultivation. So the motive of political independence 

is not only foreignto the missionary spir1t, but is the most a.aa.­

gerously int1.alllDatory doc-;rine that could be brot to bear on the 

sative JIind~ MUssJ.o&.ries and the native leaders trained. by them 

should always act a s a much-neede<i. bal.a.uo.;e agai.n8t the powerf'ul 

weight ot race prejudice~ 

It does not follow, however that the motive of racial pride 

cannot be legitimately appealed to in oreer to secure a more gener­

al striying after e(lueation~ 'J:here is a legitimate appeal here, 

which , ii' wisely presented., "'y prove:- of powerf'u.1tl. appeal. '.ehe 

Black man mows thu.t there is something about the w01te mana s mea,. 

tal make-up which give, him, individually and racially, a tremen­

ous advantage. .Bluntly put, this means the infer10rity of the 

Black race. Is thiS ini"eriority inhereht or is it a pnreq cul­

tural effect1 Jlost missiO&.ries will agree that it is chiefly 

culJ7ural, and the Black man, or' course thinks so, where he does 

not simply accept the interior position of his race as a dearee ot 

fate; So the pwwer1'l11 motive of racial culture tor the develoJ;JJlent 

of the race oan be legitiamtely used by the missionary to inspire 

popular intereS') in education. .1.!isistence on the tact "hat eduoa­
tion 



as the hanc1Jnc,.id of IIhristianity, hJi.s been One of "ne Tery strongest 

factors in giving the White race its culttral superiority, should 

prove an e.ti'ective argument tor its adoption by the .dlaok man~ .Lt 

care is takeJl to emphasise education 8.8 the ~ans Of securing for 

the Blak race wort~ cultural deTelopnent ,with the possibility ot 

eventually equalling the White race in cultural at'j;aimnent, natiTe 

self-interest might be stirred to a much greater educational etfort. 

~he church must take care to keep political propaganda entirely ou:t 

ot its program~ It is ineTitable that uongo society shall eTen'tu­

ally become permeated with anti-.l!:aropean propaganda. ~his will come 

with or without popular education; It Christian education preTails 

it is not likely to c(llle as soon as it would otherwise. And it is 

not likely to come as early if village education is done by the 

uhristian church as it would come were this educat10n done by the 

State in Tillage schools taught by state trained teachers~ The 

cJmrch, then , shoul~ ofJ.'er its services tor educ~tional training 

in the TillageS as the most e1"fective means whereby the Jilack man 

can secure the eultural advantages ot other peoples. While JJI&DY' 

Blacks will resist this offer and claim superJ.ority for the ac~l 

present culture ot the .Black ~e, tne almost 'lDliversal advantage 

gained by other races in dealing wi1ih the ~lacks, coupled with the 

f'act that natives who have secured a considerable degree ot Euro­

pean culture usually prove superior to their h.::athen neighbors in 

their business success, wl.1.l eventually cODvince the lSlack man t.aa.t 

he can gain mach by secVlng the White man- s edmation~ 

JlI11tual co-operation ot parents with the village chiefs and 

other vill~ authorities, is needed to s~ure regularity and 

promptness ot attendance at school by village children.mif' these a 
accept as actual the advantages already presented, tney will 
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evelve a system of co-operation to ga1n tu.is end, or will accept s 

such a plaD as tu.e uhurch or sts,lie snail p;!.'csert:t to seem'e atteDiance. 

l'h ere are many grave difficulties to regu.a.lr attendance s.t 

school besiles op:poslt10n to education as such~ ~ome of lihese are; 

.!L- nequent absence or children from home to Tis.i..t relatives in 

other villages, sometimes for months at a time. b • .I!-r~t s 

sCLi.ttering of the village population for road work, commercial gath.­

ering of forest products, and temporary residence in fishing and 

hunting camps. These inconveniences a.o not renler educational e1"­

fort f'ruitless, as has been proved l.n several instances about every 

mission s~ation. 

We now seek a solution of the two remaJ.nJag problems or the 

village school - teachers aDd. their pay, and school equipnent. 

in educational eri"ort c cmducted by the church lt is obvl.ous that 

certain qUAlifications ImlSt be demanded or 'the teachers suppoiTted 

or even recommended. or these tu.e first genuine ~h.t.1stian charac­

ter. A teacher or high scIlolastio quall1i.cali10ns and splendid 

teaching technique who lacks moral and spiritual rectitude, is a 

wholly incapable teacher in an educe:tional effort directed b;y the 

church. 'J:he alternatiye or a poorly trainea. teacherb'\1t one of 

splena.1a. ","1lr1stian CM.L-acter, is incomp...rably preferable to that or 

one whose morl. and spirit1ul.l influences are lJalaciOUlJ~ This point 

is vital~ .Lt is stressed here because there is a decided tendency 

on the part 0« native leaders to under-estimate .i.ts importance; and 

missionaries &I.·e so impe.'ti~n1i YUh intellectual incompetence 'that 

they nave SOlue~imeS I-avored. a spiritual and. moral weakling ~ &8 

against a genuine christian "eacher or inferior ability~ Where smh 

a cl-01ce is necessary the latter Shoulu. always be ~hosen, or the 
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school in quest10n dropped~ .1 t is not possiDle to conceive or a 

situation Justity1ng the church in maintain..ng; as one ot its 

propegNldists, a person whose life is subversive of its pri1Dar7 

principles; .., long as the school is fostered by the clmrch itl 

teacher must De a (,fhrist1a.n propagandist. The church should ot"1"e.. 

its ed'acative ef'rorts to all alike, whether its adherents or not, 

but it must, in a distlnct way, make its schools contribute to 

its evange11stic ef'lort~ Eduoation 1n 1'tsel1· is a worth while work 

but menllal disc1pline alone, unaccompanied by religious teaching , 

11 not the task of' the church. 1n Oongo thexe 1s not now ~ saei­

a1 or political s1t1Ja:tion that makes the open imulcatiou 01 rel1s­

iaus teaching to a.ll in the school impostf1Dle~ When the b"tate begins 

to exercise a supervisory r1eht over the .chools conducted b7 the 

missions 1t is highly ,tJrobable that restrictions will be plact:d. on 

religious teach.1ng, 1n.afimuch as rival Protestant and uatholic lead.­

ers Will not litely agree on a. line ot l:.uristlan teaching agreeabl.e 

to Doth. 

As tv ~tate control or education, this ~ll1 ~ shoul~ come 

in "Lue. 'i:he churuh shoula. a.esire its t:.a.vent. 1ts eduoat10IJal pro­

gram should. be so ar.l-anged ",8 "" make tn.e transler 01· tlli: leadership 

to the ~tate ot as little dlwupt1ve influence on its work as possible. 

If" t.u.e ~tate taK"S over tne a.irection 0... e~uca.i;ioual work the Prot­

estant c~u snOUl~ ue pre~re4 to Levl as little or le'D ·oauefal 

e:f't'aut from tne trans..:-er as tIle oatnoiic clmrch~ J.r it is prepared 

D$d succeeds in transferring to line ",tate aystem a proportion or 

teacn.ers commensurate wltn. ili8 numer1cal and intellec'tUal prelTtiitse 

10.. lin., v:::.rGlUS C0Jll1IW11t1es, it shou.ld. leel little O,L' 80 check in its 

work rrom S'DCh a transrer. '.&:he cnurch. must J,'ores",e nat1onalization 
of the schools SOOll enough to 1nof1"ensiv~ly a.nd etJ.'ec"ively plan 
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toe accomplishment or th1s eM. 

"J:llc most important move towa,,:o. b-aaranteeing the lea<11Dg place 

previous to and after the aat1onalisa*10n of tile .chools 1s to train 

and main'ta1ll "each-ers ot as .high qaa11ticatious as tJ1S s1tua't1on W1.1.1. 

Justiry. Protestant ~eacherB will nave to be Dotter trained and prove 

more effective workers t.l.lan \:t:.tholic teachers ill order to gain equal 

favor in the eyes of State otr';'c.i.als, slnr.;e 'tlle vatho.1.~ 'teachers 

will 'UMU.ally have oeen trained by »elgian mi.slonarie.. Protest8Z1't 

missionaries should more and more study Belg1an @l1;;.racter and ed.u.­

cational muthods in oro..\:lr to overcome 'this hanCl4ap as .L&r as possl­

ble~ Maybe by following lay ec:tua~iojJ8.l methods in .de16Ium, they may 

even more clo~ely a'pproxima.t.e .trelgtan 8<t:ucational ideals than t.b.e 

past-,erving l,iatholic ia'tners, a.nd. 'thus present a more nat1.ona11sed 

teaching force than their rIvals. T~.eJ shoulci. Slirive to 0.0 "his, 

however, tur t:u.e good 01' toe peop...e ratller t.l.lan ~or th~ gaining ot 

a vic'tory for the Pro'te~tant type or vllris\,1an1.ty. 11 ~uCh a vasw 

is unwort~, as sectarian, then t.u.e whole Protestant er~ort to Wl.D 

Africa, or practically any other .l.ielci. is s.;ctar1.an awl. 'UIlWort~, 

1'or there are few f1elds where 'tne stho.Lic~ are not contesting every 

bi~ or terr4tory. Of course we do not oe11eve euch a surrender ad­

Visa-ole, Dtlt rather Delieve it our duty to -.;arry on our work just 

as zealously as ii' Ghe RotlC.n C1IW:Cll \'Ie.s n:n; e;l~ I. er.t};r6.1.~ a rival work. 

To secure the needed teachers for the village schools it is 

necessary to give strict attention to the training o~ desirable 

young pepple I'or this Vlork~ This must be done along lines and with 

a thoroness that will commend them to all &8 effioient in their du,­

ties. 1'he curricula of the village schools must poow from the three 

R8~ to include a grOWing list of usefUl lit.erary, industrial and 
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social subjects. ~'or instance such subjetts as primary agriculture, 

hygiene, geography, history, drawing, domestic science of a simple 

kind; oral botany and soology, simple carpentry etc ~, such as op-

POrtunity and developnent of the school sy-stem may make possible~ Of 

course not all these subjects would be possible in a single vil~ag e 

school having only one teacher• 

.a.ssuaing that all 1;he inhabitants of a vilJ.age co-operate 1n 

1;he securing and maintaining O.L a Village school, there is an early . 

possibility of the teacher'S salary being provided entirely by the 

vil.l.age. 'J.'his might De done in ft.r'ious ways. ~h1s might oe dune in 

various ways, such as popular subscription, a tax on pupils, or Dy 

a head tax on aLL males of u!le village for the support of the school~ 

Any ot these JIk:thods Will. prove extremely difficult to initiu.te. A 

proftund conviction ot their ne~ 01 vhe educator will be required 

to insure the success or any ot theee or o"ther mei.hOds of ed.ucati~l 

self'-8U,Pport can be guaranteed~ .rom the start the mission ~s pro­

vided the salary of the teacher, and the equipnent , including tha t 

used by the pu.pils. J.n enterprises c6nducted by it the :illate is in.­

clined to be even more generous~ '2he mission has felt that to fail 

"to grant such Sll.!:'lJort would amount to a denial or eduaa;tion to vil­

lage children. But 1;he result has u"tterly Deggared educational 

efrort. Whether the villages woulu. have suPported educational work 

bad S'\1Ch support been demanded of lihem at the start can never be 

known, but it is not u.t all likely that they would bave done so~ 

J.t is not likely that 1;hey will feel 1;bat ..uBY should aswme such 

support ai'ter baying bad "he bill paid. .Lor so long. !at 8'UCh su.pf 

port is absolutely essential to gaarantee an ed'UCat10nal effort wide 

enoagn. to prove Of general wurth, whether it is under "he &U8p1ces 



ot missiona17 organisations or ot tile ~"{;ate•
 

.tiowe'f'er tactful working theretor shanld. secure tne gradual
 

assumption or the tinamial buruen ot schools. Possibly the pro­. 
'f'ieion ot equipneDt 1'111 be the wisest 1nit1al move toward selt-sup­

port. ~ome missions ha'f'e insisted, torm the start, on the erectJ.OD 

ot a sui "able bu.11d1ng betore a teacher would De pro'f'ided. J.n his 

ManD1J.l on ~chool Management, Jlilr. Jldl.unan ot the i).m.~. mission at 

J.akwnl, insists On 'his pOint; :Co this might be a charge tor a part 

or "the expense ot black DOard.s, slates, charts, DOuks, pencil. 

paper,etc~ After some time "the necessity or part IUPport or 1ihe 

t~acher might oe ac\,;ep1ied., especially Dy 'f'il.:i.&ges earnestly desiring 

the opening or sohools • ',1;he local support 01' the work would grow 

as the appreciatiun or tne value 01" "he work <lone grew~ When a pop.. 

ular moti'f'e tor general ed.ucation has Deen accepted oy the ,masses 

IJUCh support will be practicable• .I'or then attendance can be en­

torced thru. legal a.u.d popular support, and. the expense will be pro­

'f'ided with tair willingness when the comman1ty feels that it i6 get_ 

tlDg essential selTice for the expense~ A few schools established 

'by the miuion to date are demonstll&ttng slowly that those taught 

therein are ga1milg advantages not enjoyed u:r those not participat­

ing in tile l>eDerit. therein offered.~ 

;:;iDCe 'f'illage t ...8Ohers will ha.ve to oe supported largely by 

the mission for some time to come, it seems most likely that the 

rlllage catechiste or pastor 1'111 have to assume the add1tional 

duties or the teacher, as the mission w111 not ue aole to supply 

eitht::r the personnel or the money 1·or separate workers for the 

two tasks. ~he evangelists wives may often ue aole to 80-; as e:f'­

fective aSB1stants iu Doth tasks. H~t when this is ture add1t~onal 

remuneration will be req~red. 
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There are many villages located. so near together t.bat a teacher 

living in one may conduct school i.u auotaer• .I1e could. hold school 

in his resid.ent villagt: in the morn1Dg, and. in a neighboring village 

in the afternoon, or vice versa. b'UCh an ar.ra.nsement will De easy 

to make when the villages come to support their own teachers, as 

the teacher will desire the added remuneration ot the extra school 

and. small Tillages will. ue glCl.u to obtain teachers by combin~ when 

neitner oould meet the expense separately. lt ~eac.llers are supported 

by the mission such additional schools lDaoY De rightly made lihe basis 

01 additional pay ror teachers who dO commendable work in both. 

~''c~lu~ ::ivnOOLS. 

jror some time to dome t.ne bige.-est 1;a~k ot the mission stations 

will be thut of education. ln tais is included the superT1sion ot 

outstation s.,;hools, and the training ot pa;pils tor all pro:tessions 

i.JCluding that ot teachers , eveD8el1sts &n.u. medical assi8'tants~ 

'J.'his means that thruout tae mission the.l;'e should. ue a cleaz­

ly defined school program, as nearly identical in al.l. the statiOns 

as varying conditions and personalities will permit. '.co this end 

a f'ull curriculum should be worked out and Dext Dt*b coverin8 the 

ssme prepared; AmCh ot this work has been done, of course, bUt the 

larga- part remains to be compl~ted, it not to De unde.l."taken from 

the begining. 

',Che time ~ht to soon cume when all station Doarding schools 

can demand certaln entra.DCe reqU1.rement., bu.t at present all sta­

tion sohools aze ~ompelled to ac~ept maBY beginners tor tne reason 

that tne.l.-e is no Widely establ1shedsystem ot vj,llal,"8 schools to pro­

Vide for all clUldren who might desi.l."e to take advantage or rurther 



training ali the station 8Chools~ tiome of tile stations are already 

establishing central Otllistation schools thru which l.t is hoped to 

.have all pupils in the region to be covered by tiuch schools peLS. 

before applying for entrance to the s'taliicn ecnooJ.s. Since tne elR; 

*blis.bment of schools in all the villages ot l!:quator Jlistrict with.­

in the immediate :fUture is manitestly impossible, some such arrenge.. 

ment will evidently be the initial step in requiring entra.nce stam­

dards to the station schools. 

iiore and more the station s~hools must give systematic in­

strtction in .na-cive and .bo'Uropean bandicraf'ts and in practical agr1­

culture.; in f'undamental hygienic s8D1tativl1, and. a few simple 

mea.i.cal remedl.es and. tirn aid remeG.1.es. SUlCe the balk ot evange­

listic and teaching workers will have to loeceive thel.r Whole train­

iDg in tne station schools for some yeasrs to come, uuliil t.lle uen­

tral school is able to meet the need tor lJ"~h wor.ICers,the 'svail.on 

schools must De so cond'UOted as to mould eI':t'ec~1yeJ.y Ib'tive l.i1'e 

ana. cOnd.itions. Stan shortage makes the ClaSS' or work need.eu ~x.­

tremely Ititficult. 

There are some tine developments be1ng derinively,p~ea.. 

Among these a:a:e tue Doardlng schools tor boys and. girls on each sta;­

t ion. ~he intention is to provid.e hous1Dg 1.ac111"1es I'or from a 

100 to 1';0 0018 and a like number of girls on each station. ~hese 

are to De in nea-cll' arrauged and. famished house. in inclosure, 

large enough. to prov1de plenty play space as well as airiness De­

tween the cottages ~ ~ne station will undtlrtake tne clothing, t"eec1iDg 

ana. teaching of these, as well as their p~1Cal. ana. moral., super­

vision. 'J:.ne Lot'mnue plan is to In\1la. tw·" ruorn cot~tlS, tue rooms 

Deing larf$e eDOUbQ. 'to house four oc~s each Wl'thout a.anger to 
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health t'rom orOWd.ing~ ~hese houses are 1iO De D\1ilt 01 DrioJt wUh. 

oement floors and p1Jran1l1ed. iron root's, and. thin wood. oei1ing1~ 

~'hey are to De fUrnished with small single beds, each D~d with a g 

good mosquito net and two goOd b1anJt~1is, a table, tour ohairs, and 

four individual lockers. xhe W.l1OJ.e cOOlpound is to ue _ovided with 

running water, shower baths, thoro sewage , and. other san1iiary 

requisites~ ~here will De a home for an overseer and his tami1y, 

a large d,ining and assembly room,with adequate simple IUrniture, aDd 

with good lighting, a model kitohen scientifical.ly arranged, yet 

f'urnished. in such a vvay that its essential :f'eatures oan ue imi1iated 

by &rr3 ambitious pa.pi.i. lU Ms or n.er home~ :J.'ne work ot' tn.e com­

pound will De performed. tJy those enjoying its hOspitality. .in M,.. 

d1t~uil tuey will raise a large par .. oJ. "ue Lood t.n.ey require Jon 

the mis8~on planliat1ons. In this -.yagricultural trai.ni.nt; will be 

made to play a practical part in provltii.n6 i"ood tor tD.ose in tra1JJ,.. 

1Dg. It will be a1itempLt:d. to 1ie8C.u. ~-enuinely improved methodS in 

this agricultural work. 

The neces8ity 01 getting boys into School caUi:ied the mission 

to adopt init1a1 measures on all t.u.e lfta1i1.uD.S t.n.a.t need to be dis­

continued as soon as possible. ~he most OU,tstand,1ng or lihese prac­

tioes 1s that or paying boys salaries and allowing 2J.b.em '00 f1Dd. 

board. and 10figing among tne people or tne village. ~.D.1s praot1oe 

.bas elftab1ishec1 the relation ox employer aua empJ.oyee Detween the 

missionary and the 'bOys he is ed~atiDg. At times the Datun.l 

strain t.l1A1i such a relation orten Drings abOUt 1s J.el1i On Doth 81des. 

BOys we1gn tn.e1r treatment b ".u.e ba811J or jwrt compensat1.on ror 

labor given. .1.t 1s obviou.s tna1i sa1i1sra.ctory e1'tort in soJ1001 work 

is not likely to ue secured from mulft ooys under such an arrangement. 
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.Lt is highly deSlrable tlYJ"t lIhepract ice of payinc -i)o~rs c:-'.sh shall 

be discontinued. as soon ~s possible, and the idea of mney compenaa­

tion for their labor be eliminated from their minds. The relation 

bey\veen school boys and missionaries c~ then be established on 

the proper basis of pupil and teacher, rather than that of employ­

er and emplo~-ee. The pupil will then consider himself the debtor, 

and will con4ider the labor he performs as a partic.l discharge of 

his debt to hi teacher and the institution he represents. 

It is inevitable that the government shall finally take over 

the supervision of the educationv,l etforts of the missions if these 

hope to be aceredited in the system that the government shall seek 

to establish. The missions should seek to stamp the Oolonial ed~ 

cati.onal system with certain desirable characteristics. Among these 

should be good moral repu.te for the teachers, and the priTilege ot 

non-sedtarian Christian instruction in the schools conducted by 

the govern ment. 

As long as the present keen competition between white employ­

ers of labor continues it will be difficult to retain some very 

promising boys in sehool. If the government will allow a three 

years contract, so executedas to properly safeguard. the interests 

of both the mission and the pupil, a good deal can thus be done to 

overcome this difficulty. But the aceeptance of such a contaact VI 

will require acquiescence in State inspectmn of the schools, and 

possibly greater stress on technically indtstrial traintng than the 

mission will be prepared to give. While the mission desires to give 

every pupil going thru its schoals sufficient industrial training 

to be of real value to him, ~nd to increse his value to the Oolony 

it cannot undertake to make industrial specialists of a very large 

group. Highly specialiEed ind.ustrial training is extremely 
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expensive of equipment ~.nd of teaching personnel. Therefore the 

expense will make the preparation of large numbers of such gradu.­

ates mpre.cticable. This fact must be clearly defined in any con­

tre.ctal educn·tional agreements with the State. Every graduate 

of a station school should have such industrial training as will 

make him a more usefUl member of village society. But the Mission 

cannot ma.ke each one D. finshed artisan to be emplOYed by white men 

at fancy wages. The Mission is more interested in making its con­

tribu.t4m to the hea.lth , comfort and morality of the native cormmm.­

ities than in aiding commercial development, tho it recogni&es the 

importance of the latter in the ci.ililW.1:ion of the race. (t) 

THE� CENTRAL TRitnUNG SmroOL. 

The Central Training gchool has been rather tully dealt with 

in a brief lrnbrnitted in its !leld survey to the U.C.ld.S. by the 

Atican mission. Of course therewill be vital alterations in the 

working out of those plans, but these are not easy predictable in 

aline of work that has not gone thru a.n experimental stage. D\1t this 

schoo~ should paly an outstanding part in the developmen.t of the 

Congo church. It need only be add4 the.t the establishment of this 

school is the strategic need of the Central African church • If the 

Mission allows needless delay in its initiation it will be guilty 

of a grevious error. 

(1)� T.J.Jones of Phelps Stokes Comm.: Education in Africa.t6-94;257-al. 

Livre d-Or de ls. Mission du Lessputo : pp. 693-648 

Vandervelde, E. ; La Belgique et le Congo, 249-258 



CH.1I.P.rER EIGHT J. 

SELF-SWPOBT', ;;'''ELF-RULE AND SELF-PROP~ATION. 

l1.'h.e purpose o.f every foreign missionary enterprise is to 

establish self-supporting, self-ruling and self-propagating indi~ 

enaus cbirches~ This is the constant atm of the Disciples of Christ 

Congo Mission. It is selt evident that the wise way to accomplish 

this aim is to surrender the direction of the church to ~tive con­

verts as rapidly as they are able to aSS'WIle such duties. The mis­

sionary should not have to be forced by the native church to trans ­

fer direction to it, His sense of fitness and fairness should ~ 

pel him to 'want to transfer to the native leader every bit of au.­

thority he can carry. Anf he should be able to sense any growth of 

discontent soon enough to take the initiative in adjusting the dis­

pleasing arrangement. It is easy to acquire the habit of su,percll ­

iaus criticimn of the shortcomings of native leaders, and some mis­

sionaries mar their O\7.n happiness and lessen their influence in 

correcting such shortcomings by their uns~pathetic attitude. 

Misdirected sympatb¥ may leE'.d to condonence of wrollg things, but 

genuine sympathy is needed even when wrong is clearly evident. (1) 

The am in iBsisting on self-support and self-rule of the 

church ij to develop a selt-propagating church, This means a church 

that * both maintaining past gains and reaching out for others, 

llew gtns must be constant both in converts and in the fortifying of.. 
(1) Bro\v.n, n,s. : 'he Foreign Missionary, Chap. 15.
 

Bro\,Jn, A1J. : Rising Churches in Uon-Christian Lands, ChaP. 5
 

Gardener, G. : Studies in the Jvangelization of South A. 
Chaps. 4-7. 
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old believers. The church must constantlt be learning how better 

to adapt itself to its surroundings. In view of the fact that Congo 

Society is now undergoing f'und.a.mental cha.ngeS<:l outside the influence 

of the church it will tax the utmost mental and spiri-roal resources 

of the best trained native leadership to safeguard the integrity of 

the church in its adaptations to the changing conditions. The evan­

gelistic note must be me,de predominant in a society that is becom­

ing as thoroly comnercialized as any place in America or Europe. 

Organization and methods of work must be wrought out, which with 

the indwelling spirit of Christ, will make the Church the most po­

tent element in society, industrialmn not excepted. A church with 

such an influence will hAve t~ be an indigenous one. 1l church that 

depends on foreigners for support and direction will not have e­

nough energy to meet such a situation. It is the indigenous church 

i teelf, not the foreign missionary otganization, that must justify 

itself in t~e eyes of the native population before this pCpUlation's 

wholebaerterl approval of its program can be won. In other 'Words th e 

church must prove wiser in its gneration than even business. It 

must prove its claim that ,tho it is a movement brot in by foreign­

ers, it is wholly for the sake of the inhabitants of the land, hen ce 

its conduct is turned over to them as rapirrly as they have le£ned 

to live according to its precepts ,and to govern their society accord­

ingly. If the emerging church learns to project, without outside aid, 

its Sj?irit1.lAl but practical teehings,into the surrounding -soxiety, 

it will rapidly become a large if no~ d~minat~ factor in the 

consciousness of the people. 



SELF-.ml£PORT 

Foreign missions should al,vays aUn to have the sal~ries and 

oher expenses of native religious workers paid by their own fellow 

Ohristian nationals. In the beginning, r.nd. in some new \"..ark under­

taken late in the history of the mission, it may not be wise to make 

such a requirement. For the use f foreign money in such cases may 

lead to large expansion for which the clmrch is ready, and the re­

sultant gains may actually hasten self-support. But as soon as a 

bdy of Christ ians is large enou~h +n "he ab- e ... ~ assume al the fi­

nancial responsibility of its VlO'- i: ,'h.....,:1, ""'" required to do so. 

Self-resyect,gro¥nh both spiritual and numerical, and the fullest 

realization of the values of Christt~ i -, require that it be thus 

received. A dependent child never reaches full self-develo]ment. 

Children of \'Iealt~ _;arents hvc their needs more entirely cared. ff1r 

without their own exertion tb.o.n those of the cormnon people ,and. 

consequently develop their inherent powers more slowly. There is 

every reatm to believe that a national church will react to its t 

treatment in the same y!ay. A child must be wisely guided or it is 

likely to pervert its inherent powers, but it must actually 

decid.e much of its action. So with the church. If it is wisely 

guided in Its childhood's learnings, both its ~pport and di­

reltion ~ht to be willingly assumed by itself as rapidly as 

it can tE'~ke. them up. 

Some Congo missions have required from the beginning thr,t 

all the salary expense of ~~tive evangelistic effort be met by 

the native church. As a rule such missions have expanded their 

ev a.ngelistic efforts more slpwly th.-~n those thr-t have supplemented 

native resoUl'ces with a wise appropriation of foreign fUnds for 
the work. 

67 



In the Disciples of Christ Congo Mission much stress has al­

ways been placed on te duty a.nd privilege of SUPiiorting the work of' 

evangelization. The mission p..,.... s generally set forth tithing as the 

:1deal to be reached by all givers. :Bat the fact that the basis of' 

<songo society makes the determination of a tihhe impossible renders 

the tithee an impractical basis for the determination of the finan­

cial obligations of Christians to the church. Only those whose in­

come is deriver! from a se.lary are able to tthe accurately. There 

are fe.... whose total income is so derived. Salaried men almost alY".'S.ys 

earn money in other ways ,sometimes as mochas their salaries. Their 

\':ives usu.e.lly earn a good dGttl as well. :Bat when they. are definite­

ly told that they should give a tithe, they usu.a.lly consider that 

their financial n"'~ La1:ions to the church are discharged when they 

have paid a tithe of their sv,laries. The result has been the.t the 

mission bas as good as no tithers. The teaching of tithing has 

perhaps done good in imculcating the teaching of the duty of gen­

erous financial SUP~iort of the church, but it is evtdent that a 

cahnge is needed about the mission stations, either in the teaching 

of the degree 0« responsibili+.y , or in the 'manner of collecting the 

offerings. Perhaps the substitution 'f the principle of individual 

responsibility in determining the amount to be given would yield 

larger results. Such a plan could folow the lines pursued in finAn­

cing American churches. The every member canvass, followed by kind­

ly but anergetie insistence on the payment Of subscriptions, OU8ht 

to more than double offerings about all the mission stations. 

Arter its technique is worked out at the stations the same sywtem 

could be effectively transferred to the wholly indigenous village 

Christian groups. It will not be difficult to make such modifiea ­
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tions as varying comnunities ID.'lY require. 

The collection of off..-rings has never been based, even thec­

retically, on the tithe in the native villages. The reason is the 

obviousone alrea.dy pointed ~t that no one knows how to determine 

what the tithe is in a society that does not put a conmerclal value 

on the food consumed and the shelter and other local comforts en­

joyed. :Bu.t it has been constantly stressed that the tithe standard 

would requir e a generous measure of giving. It is the obligation 

of su;p~)orting the :;>reaching of the gospel that wins support. 

At Lotumbe the follo\"Ting plan has been evolved, and its ef­

fectiven ess has beengr,owing as it has been perfected more and more. 

The year is divided into two six month terms. The evangelists spend 

about five of the six months in the villages where they are minis4; 

tering, and one month at Lotumbe in school. When they return to Lo­

tumbe from their work they bring the offerings of the Christians 

to whom they Mve been ministering. They seek a.n offering form eech 

IIIIlember of the clturch, unless p~sic~~lly incapacitated. Formerly 

the offerings were very small, there being almost no sense of re­

sponsibility on the prt of the village Christi~ns for the support 

of the work. 2hen Mr. Eldred and I were at Tumba, on the upper 

Lokolo River in 1913 i'ie asked each able-bodied man to give half a 

franc. Few gave that much. The evangelists were disgu.sted with 

our petty askings, and insisted that the men \'lere able to give tv/o 

trancs each. Feeling the people9 s poverty so keenly we feared that 

such gting vlould be beyond them. Time; MS proved the correctness 

of the evangiists. Aboat 1918 we began asking for definite amounts 

from each Christia.n or Christian couple each term. At first we sug­

gested two franes f:;r each cou,ple, and other givers in proportion. 
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The declining value of the franc, ""lith the consequent rise in the 

price of commodities, has made it necessary to constantly raise the 

offering suggested in the term palrtoral letter relating to this 

subject. The last two terms I was at Lotumbe the BmO'Wlt suggested 

was sx trancs per able-bodied couple, four francs per single grown 

me.n, three francs for able-bodied women in harems ,and two or three 

francs for children, With anything or nothing from the sick and 

decrepit. Some villnges met these guggestions almost perfectly. 

The women fulfilled the guggestions better than the men. Some vil­

lages have done much better thanothers, and s me districts have done 

decidedly better than others. Bi.t all in all the scheme has worked. 

The offerings of the villagers have risen from an average of two or 

three cents to about fifteen cents. But for the fluctuating value 

of the franc they would make 0. better shOWing still. If the every 

member canvass can be grafted onto a scheme like this, or rather s 

~pplaDt it, there is every reason to believe that a better average 

offering can b-:: raised from village Christians. The giving which 

looks so little to us seems generous to them. J)!fany of those who have 

alwnys met the suggested offerings in f'u.ll have never ha.d a complete 

suit of clothes at one time, not even of the cheapest cotton cloth. 

The giving of such BmOlll1.ts has usup.lly meant the spending of a 

week to three months a year in the swamp gathering gum cop~,l to 

earn money for the offering. Some chiefs have become jealous a.nd 

have sought to block the offerings. SUch a situation requires much 

patien:t effort t8 show the c~lief tlw.tthe church ".-:ill ca.use no detr 

traction form his digni7Y. Fear of unp.eaea....t situ~..tions \"/i;'" 

the whites rather than sympe.thy with the Christians wins the 

acquiescence 0f some chiefs. State road work and the incessant 
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demands of chiefs for hunts, building, a.nd other public ",ork, have 

frequently ~.de it ~lfficult for Christiaas to do as ~ell as they 

wish. I mention these difficulties because they will continue to 

operate in the future, and the native minitry will have to school 

itself to the most patient peristence to insure financial success 

in many communities. It is not to be thot, either , that all of­

ferings luwe been given willingly. The evangelists have been round­

ly abused by many of thier parishioners whne they have called for 

their otterings.lfuch persistence has been required for success. The 

better trained young men have proven decidedly guperior to the old 

men in this task, tho some old men have made good collections. 

It bas been the practice of the mission to keep records ot 

each individue.l·s ofrerigs in its roll books, where the church 

standing of each is kept up to date as well. Eventually these rec­

ords may be tra.nsferred to the villv.ge church registers, lrllt it w1ll 

be some time before the mission ought 0°_ drop the semi-annual revis­

ion of its rolls, with offerings included in the individual records. 

This ra.ther lengtlw account is given to show how the mission 

is trying to initiate self-support. It is evident the.t the native 

church is grasping t he necessity of its asS"UJIIdlg this burden. But 

the amounts given barely more than half cover the sa.laries of the 

vi1i.a.ge worke•• A self-supporting native church is yet fa.r from re­

a11&ation. The ideal of native workers paid by native offerings is 

making slow pro, ress, beca.use increased salarlils and expansion have 

taken about all the increase in generosity of offerings. A truly 

self-gupporting church tkkes care of its ed.ucatiolUll budget as well 

as its evangelistic. ]fissions should. keep this fet in mind in build­

ing up their educational enterprises. We do not v/ish to bequeath 
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educational institutions to the Oongo churches that will prdlve im­

possible burdens to them. Nor do \'/e wish to delay unnecessarily the 

attaimnent of autonomy by the expensiveness of ani institutions the 

mission may transfer to the native church. 

The problem of self-support is also intimately bound up Vlith 

the loc*ionof evangelists. Experience has proved that converts can 

be won more easily and more numerously by placing an evang elist in 

eeh village. Yet the average native village has only twenty to 

f'ifty able-bodied menJ scarcely enough to guarantee the support of 

a pastor even if all of them were C ians. But. there are few 

villages in which even a majority of the men t.re Christians. It 

is evident, then, that few villages are able to support apastor by 

themselves. It would seem imperative, therefore, that a system be 

worked out whereay two or more villages may be ministered to by one 

pal!Jt0r, tlIis making the ultimate realization of' self-support a pos­

gibility. This has been attempted but usually with poor success. 

As a rule the village or villages not honored by the residence of 

the pastor make little progress, and sometimes retrogress. Sometimes 

this is due to the laziness of the pastor, but more often he is not 

to blame. For inter-village jealousy is usually so keen as to grea.t­

ly hinder such efforts, and sometimes to render them wholly abortive. 

In many cases where a village has di.ided into two groups, an evan­

gelist residing with one group has been persistently refused a. hear­

ing by all members of the other group. Seldom do Ohristians eradicate 

such old rivalries in their inter-village relations. In some cases 

missionaries on itineraries have deeply wounded the feelings of cer­

tain villge groups of Ohristians by passing them bJ1 and spending the 

night in a nearby rival village. Possibly ulti.mately self-rule along 
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with self-support will help to solve this problem. When villages 

choose their own pastors, but are confronted with the financial 

necessity of co-operating with other to meet the expense, rivalry 

will be partly sunk in the desire to secure acceptable pastors. 

Naturally it is to be expected thAt the spirit of Christian love 

will count more and more toward the elimination of such un-Chris­

tian rivalry. 

Self-support is vitally related to self-rule in many wayg. 

In the first place a church that, extended over a considerable area, 

is able to meet all the expenses of its local and evangelistic ei'­

forts, is most likely to be mentally and spiritually capable of a 

large degree of self direction. Again the church must be constantly 

t~ugh that self-support is a pre-requisite of self-rule. Mlssi~ 

ary societies must, of course, hold their appointeev responsible 

for the wise use of funds committed to their care. But missionaries 

will always find i t difficult to see h.ow such care can be exerc ised 

by them if they allow the disposition of the funds to be taken out 

of their bands. So a. dependent church ce.nnot demand complete auton.­

omy. 

A self-supporting church will be a witnessing church. The obli­

gation of fine.noial ~pport of the church is not likely to be ef~ 

fect~vely impressed until the obligation of personally Witnessing 

for Christ has first been accepted. " \'i~ should a follower of 

Christ ~yhere in the world, as~e that he is under no onligation 

to witness for Christ ~mless someaody hires him to do so. We like 

to thinkthat Christianity is adapted to every people. Tllen it aught 

to be a.ble to live with them••• No land will ever be evangelized 

until it hGs a self-supporting native church. " (t) 

(1) Brown, A.J. : tising O.hurches in non-Christia.n Lands , 130,13' 
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SELF-RULEs 

The necessity of the Congo church eventually assuming the 

entire direction of its affairs aught to be conceded by all, and 

perhaps is. This question is rapidly as~ing the place of first 

importance in many of the older mission fields of Asic and Africa. 

The native church will sometimes over-reach itself as it M.S done 

in the Ethiopian movement in South Africa, and as it hsas recently 

done in the prophet mov emnet in Congo. (1) 

The reasO'""- fto_ t"'e development self-rule hP.ve been often 

stated by able writers (2) • I would. S'UlIl these reasons up for the 

Congo church under three heads: 

,. 'lJhe Congo church IIJI.lS'L: become self-directing if it is to be 

a strong , aggressive organisation. 

2.	 It must be self-directine in order to became a conquering 

church, both in winning converts and. in overcoming Bvils. 

3.	 It must be self-directing in order to perpetuate itself. 

There	 is no guArantee that themforekn missionary can always 

be present to dtect. 

(1)	 Gerdener, G. : Studies in the Evang elisation of Soth Africa, 
pp. 46-.53 

Lerrigo,	 P.J lin International Review of W~ssions,1922,p. 270, 

The Prophet Movement in Congo. 

(2)	 Congo General Conference Missionary Report for 1924, .5.5-81 

Brown, .Jl?~J?:The Foreign Missionary , Chap. t.5 

Brown , A.J. : Rising C1ru.rches in Non-Christian Lands ,~~ps. 4-7 
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No inff' itution nan ~o\V,~'trong unless those to whomit is af 

pri~~ interest arecapa.ble of guiding its development wisely. Bat 

at present;1the Congo Church 1s notcSol'ble of so guiding itself. Bat 

like a child this church must grow strong and learn to care for t 

1tslef by doing. It will ooke mistakes. But churches that are mking 

as bad mista.kes as those in America at the ~resent time should be 

very charitable toward the mistakes of the nascent African church. 

The Congo church mist make its own trials, sutfer its own mistakes, 

correct these itself, and learn better how to avoid new ones. Of 

course the missionary mu.st be present in the early days counselling, 

advising,holding the hand of his toddling baby church, helping it 

to learn, but always allowing it to do as much as it will lone. 

With wise withdrawal of the sustaining hand. its powers should rap­

idly develop. 

A brief statementwill show the development of the church in 

the field of the Disciples of Christ Congo MIssion. Soon after the 

first converts were ~on the missionaries began adviaag with them 

about winningothers ~ (1) In this way the Vlondertul intt ial evan­

gelistic work grew up at Bolenge. This gradually took on certain 

organizational forms. At present the fields of the various stations 

are divided into districts. A man who has proved of especial merit 

is me,de head evangelist or district elder, and supervises the work 

of his fellow evangelists. He has the right to authorize a change 

of residence from one village to another vthen the situation seems 

to demand. such change before the case can be feferred to the mis­

sionary. He aercises disciplinary powers over the evanglists ,and 

(1) b'e ,Mrs. Eva : Bolenge , Ch.e.p. 13. 
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The mission MS attempted at each of its stations to build up 

a local offdial board to handle the loc!?l problems of the ohurch. 

The regults have not been wholly satisfactory. This is partly due 

to the fact that most of the stronger men have been in the evangelis­

tio work. T he local board ugually oonsists of one or more elders 

and a board of deacons and. deaoonnesses. These elders and deacons 

meet regularly to adjust matters needing the attention of the 

ohurch. UsuAly these meetings are presided over by the missionaeies 

but some of them are held in the native Village under the ~pervis­

ion of an elder. Missionaries seek frank disoussion of the problems. 

This body, properdy oalled the Church Council, decides matters of 

disoipline, divorce, local regtlations, time and manner of servioes, 

it ohooses local oandidates for evang elistio work, disousses and 

decides certain matters of finance, and otten oarries on disoussions 

seeking better understandings between native Ohristians and the 

missionaries. The station elders and the distriot evangelists do 

most of the examination of ,oandidates for bapt ism to determine their 

Vlorthiness, and they usually assist the m1ssdlnaries as bapti~ers. 

As alre4y indio ated the native ohuroh has taken over practi­

oally all responsibility for the oollection of pfferings, and the 

paymen~ of evangiists is largely intheir bands. The plan is that 

native offerings shall never pass into the hands of the missionar­

ies; but whenthe evangelists are to be paid the mission turns over 

to the native finanoial oommittee the amount of money it is prepared 

to add to the native offeru~ for the payment of evanglists and 

outstation sohool teachers' salaries. The native oommittee then 

decides what salaries are to be aid «nthe basi- on the basis of 

t;:le amount of money on hc.nd B.nd the number of places to be pro­
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vided for. This plan was suggested by missionaries inorder to 

develop nntive leadership, especially the sense ot rinnncial re­

sponsibility. So long as the missionaries paid the salaries or 

hte evangelists there was a feeline that salaries could be raised 

if the missio~ries only desired it. Now that this responsibility 

is squarelyilon native shoulders there OUGht to be some corredtion 

of too evil tendencies; ..A-. the tendency to blame the parsimony 

of missionaries for low saa.ries , and b, the tendemy to demand 

salarie4 for evangelists that make self-gupport wholly beyond a 

possibility or realization within the near future. Protestant mis­

sions have tended to deveQp salary demands by evangelists that cor­

respont to t~le salaries received by the clerks of commercial con­

cerns. 1'h* tends to dea.den the spirit ot sacrifice on the prt ot 

religious leaders. It IJlEl.y as well be understood from the start that 

the position f a religious leader is one of financial hardship. This 

is true in cibl· ::ed lands, and w111 be eme more true in a back;.. 

ward country like the crongo, Ohristian leaders should be led to 

feel that imparting the gospel to others • and the building up ot 

the church are rewards that compensate richly tor the l'UXtU'ies that 

have been foregone, The handling of the f'uJIIds 'by the native lead­

ers, and the deciding of salaries 0 ught to advance the spirit ot 

sacrtlfice, Not of'ten will workers ue willing to advise the with.­

dra\'Jal of workers from villages just inorder that their salaries may 

be increased, In some cases either reduced salaries will be voted 

or heroic giving will be resorted to to provide :for the occupatJ.on 

ot appealing territory, 

It is only the cl:m.rch thatnis strong enOU€h to direct itself 

that canr really mould the life of a comrmmity. And on the other 

hand it is only the self-ruling church that can grow strong enough 
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to gain such an infiuent1a.l community position. Once the cl:mrch has 

become thus strong it will have become a mighty, sel~-propagating 

force. It b.:l.s taken root and will scatter its s _eeds e.r and. wide. 

The S'tressing of self-rule ought to lead to a wi.er evangelism. 

It should make of evet"'J disciple an evangelist. If liohammedans are 

&11 evangelists of their fCloith. how much more OU8ht Cfuristians to 

be so. Selt-rule will most likely lead to more leniency in the ad­

mission of candidates to baptism and church membership. In fact there 

is room to ,fear that some IIlissions have made it to:,; hard to get in1io 

the clmroh, the standards being such that intelligence rather than 

faith and love for the ~rd was the feature that loomed big in the 

candidates mind; It seems fairer and more likely to gain ..atis~ae­

tory growth all round to -require only intelligent faith in and love 

for the Lord as the pre-r~quisites tor church membership. 

Islam has been encroaching more and mol'~ on Jagan A.frica~ 

But wnere the missiOnS have a strong work established Islam does 

not usually succeed in grea.tly distur.lling it. Both :East and West 

Africa have usually shown christianity winning over Islam where 

they have been in fair conflict, tho there are cases wuere the 

opposite has been true, at least for a time. The ~iring ot a 

sel~-ruling church with evangelistic zeal will make it impregnable 

to the assaults of Islwm; 
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C!HAP'l'W IIN.l:i 

QONGO qHUEVR POLIT~ ee •••••••••• ,., 

Jesus le:rt no definite plan for the organisat1on of Jri,s 

clm.rch. Certai.nly he expected his followers to organise. It seems 

right,therefore, to assume that it was his realisation that no bard 

and fast organisation plan oould be laid dOwn that would be ada~ 

table to the 'f8.l71ng soc1eties to whioh nis church "as to go, that 

oaused him to ignore entirely the !-,oJ.ity his church was to follow. 

lIe appa.rent~ felt confident "Chat his spirit and influence 'i.auld 

prove an adequate guide to his disciples in all situations in this 

"'ital mn. tter. 

lior can one belieVe that the apostles lett a definii;e form 

of organisation.The doctrines of the death and resurrection of Jesus 

received constant attention from them but they did not,according 

to the Kew 'J:estament, P8¥ ~ great a.ttention to the form of organ­

isation the church vms to,assume. The elders and deacons sPoken of 

by Paul in tue ohurches which he tounded were perhaps,to be found 

in the churches established by the other apostles and theJ.r d1sciples 

But the manner of their organisation and ele~tion to office, is 

largely conjecture• .llIld the variation ot their f'u.uctions indi""ates 

ths:c the apostles left no binding instructions as to the sacredness 

of the forrnoof organisation; out rather expected the church to 

adapt its polijy to its social environment. 

Ap~ently the apostles considered ilhemselves in 0. position 

of Ultimate authority in the church. ,Jjut they did not employ this 

authority for the suppression of local initio:tive. one ca.nu.ot ue s 

M!'Wh!A5.~eiF1P£!\~leill~R%t~tt~~f~MJ:eM~~sR~s bIltd~a ~g~: 
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since he claims to have laid do'wn "the fUll revelation o:r 0hrist 

in so far as the basic truths of the gospel were concerned. Appur­

ently this was a general apos~olic claim. 

let Paul clearly indicates that he expects ~imo't~. Titus and 

others of his helpers to exercise a super-a.u:thority ~ the church, 

and even directs them in lome of the det!ls of this ministry. (I) 

Polyoarp-' s outstanding position was due partly to the 1"act "that he 

was considered as the successor to .John. James~s position 0.0 

practical directolt of the .J erusalem church appears to have been se­

cured either by apostolic appointment, or by the tacit recog nition 

of his super-fitness for the place. (Z).a/'nd he wasapparently recog­

nized a~ on a.n eq'Wll footing with therJo'liherm apos illt:l~. l.e"t lillereli 

is no :i.ndlcLti(~'l j)n Cd:' .Lle;l '::,tuct['j.leniJ .....:.~ ':~.J \< "! [1....'1,. . CO'Wlt~rpa.rt 

in any other Cl1urull or that time. 

'J.:uese rel!iarks on tile J.~ew testament polity may seem irrelevant, 

:Bu.t they are mentioned to demonstaate that the vongo church will be 

violating no Hew Testam ent precedent , but will rather be fu.ll'l11­

iug its implied direction, in adapting the organisation of the church 

to the social condiLions of the vongo. It may be in point to remark 

further that the l'-Iew Testament church poliyy v,rns in a fluent sta'te. 

AS did the e~.rly church it is to be hope d that the I;Ongo church will 

always have the inherent life to:adapt itself in polity and policy 

to its social environment. Only dead bodies refuse to yield to 

(1)	 I Tim. 1:3,18 ; 5:9-1o,1~~2 ; II. ~L~. 1:0 ; 4:1 ; Titus 1:) 

(~ ) ACts 15:1>-21 ; Gl:1o ; ~l. 1:'9 ; G:9 
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to organic adaptation. And. iu line hmnid atmosphere of the Gongo 
a dead body rapidly disintegrates.II Protestant vhristianity 

foists an unchanging, quasi-sacred. church organ1mtion on congo 

believers, that church will ei"ther decaJ>" at "tile \Vdlthdra\"lB.l 0.1 line 

embalming preservative of White missiouary di.t'ection, or it wil.l 

rebel,cast ofI its grave clotnes , ana. auorn itself in SUitable roues 

of national Christianity. The noly Spiri"t is not so foolish as to 

assume that it bas completed the task of ,uuid1ng vhrist· s \.:hurch 

since apostolic dAys ,and has therefore gained perpetua.l rest. Let 

Protestant mj,gs.Lonaries read .. he tragic story or Roman Ltatholic mis-

SiOllS iH A...rica ana. "taKe ",arnine. Rome has DUilt up 1'lour~sh1Dg 

missions in Africa. bu't vlhcH l..Ht: vt:.rying fortunes of natio:Jal politics 

has forced the vlithdra\'Jal 01' tne missionaries, her church bas died 

hte deat;:.. Her converts have fallen back into tue grossest. hl:atnen.­

ism. Rome hus Deen absolutely forgotten bynthem. 'ilh;v? Partly be­

cause she ali iiempted to fetter A:rrican society with a church orga.n1­

zation absolutely unsuited to it. A machine which al,,'l8.ys turned 

the Deliever from Cnrist to Rome. Let no one think that the usur­

patlon by the Pope of the place 01' vJ..l1"1st was ,.he c""use of this. 

The cause is tha Rome has made the church organizatIon Itselx- a 

ho.ly 'C hing. AIry church organie.ti on that teaclles that it is , 

in and of itself, a holy thing, has usurped the place of vnrist, 

and is likely to ,have tne same efI~E::-ct of turning the believers 

faith f'rom vhrist to itself. And faI'th in an organilB.tion can 

save neither an individual nor society. It is not intended tnat 

the ch:u.rch should exercise no authority. The ch:urch needs to 

have an orgaAsation recognized as having authority. wt 1't 1s to 

be remembered always that it is tlle church ijJself, as repreB"t:nted 

in its membt:rship , that exercises the authority, not the purely 

meeh~.nlc~.l machinery of 1tg organiza'tion~ 
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Bu.t au-v theory of the samttt,' of a tne of orgnnia1;ion robs 

Christ 8D4 his Olm.rch 01' their authorit7; 8IId vests that authority 

in the macline 01' the organisation itselt. Theretore whatever type 

01' polity is 01':I"ered the Congo Church should btl presented with the 

understaDd ing that Christ 8%1>ed.ts his belin81's to orgBD1se tor pur­

poses 01' propaganda aDd self-editication. Whatever polity Will best 

eDable the Congo Ohurch to accomplish these aims has di1'1ne s8DCtion. 

The polity recommen4ed is therefore, wggested, because it is be­

lievGd to be bst ti-;;ted to the contit1ons in the Congo tor the 

bailding up 0« a worth;y rom.rch ot Christ. 

)Jo individual ought to determine what this polity shall be , 

even in the limited area ot the D.C.CeM. tield. ADd leaders 01' all 

Congo missions should bear in mind that a sndual coalescing 01' 

the -e rious church groups should take place~ If missionaries delib­

erately build up a syatem of polity or doctrine that the'y mow will 

make the ultimate realisation of chnrch unity tor the Congo dit:l"icult 
I 

they will be guilty ot a spiritual wrong to the emerging O'ongo olmrch. 

The missionaries ot the various soot.eties ough1i to be courageous 

enough to discuss this problem in their general conterence,and to 

agree to deliberately plan their local polity With the aim ot easy 

harmoniaa.tion with other mesion groups when the native ch1u'ch 

tinds itselt read1' tor uational organisation. It is evidtnt thalt 

suoh org&misation will poeess these two characteristics: simplicity, 

and proved acceptability to native society. 

What has alrea.~ been accomplished in the D.C .C.M. :l"ield bas 

been treated in the last chapter~ attempt will here be made to 

shpw what tamiliar models the emerging church has on which to base 

its organisation, and to suggest possibilities ot acceptableadapta­
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tians that ~ be eveolved from such models~ 

The religious lite 01' the Congo, as such, was wholly 1Dlor­

ga.nized. .tteligious traditions utiliBed the clan and village social 

organisations tor the1r observance and ~e~-petuation. 

The power:f'u.1 St::Cret .ocieties ot: the country lU\.u. i.i.;'lU·t>·~vt ...J. 

tea;tur...a, lnlt the organiution 01' the societies was on social rather 

than religious lines~ rt is perhaps frotunate tor Christianity that 

religion was not organised, for it it had been the new church would 

find it ditficult not to yield to one 01' two temptations; the adop­

tion 01' the old organic forms 01' religion with the consequent temp­

tation 01' taking over some 01' its pernicioJl practices, as the early 

. church in Europe and Western Asia did; or the alternate eXtreme or 

refusing to tolerate anything in chul-ch polity that resembled the 

old organic torms , with the consequent bllmder or organizing the 

church wholly along toriegn, and illy adapted lines~ This does not 

mea.n that Western organic torms must be rejected in toto by the 

uongo ch:trch. \1estern church, .ocial and governmental organisation. 

Should be 01' infinite value to the Uobgo ahurch in shaping its 

polity. It is probable that the African Church should and will bor­

row its polity largely from Western organic model.~ »u.t it it doe s 

it must be allowed the privilege 01' breathing the breath 01' life 

into them by adapting them to its own lite. 

It will be well to reconsider brietly the political, religious 

and cOJllDercial organic models with which ..;ongo uhriqians are 

acqu.inted. The super-imposed Belgian government consist.: ll) 01' 

the King, with his actual tuDctions being pertormed by parliament 

and the Kinister 01' Colonie8Jl;(~) .. governor ~eneral ; (j)tour pro­

vine ial governor. ; \4) twenty two dilrtri"t c ODIIlissaires ; l.5 ) 
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more than a hundred territorial administrators; (6) a judicial 

depa:trtment whol17 independent of local Mm1nistrat1ve a.uthorities. 

The native politioal organisation is as follows (1) clan head; (~) 

ranking village chief, otten having several villages under him. 

(3) the head of the larger, or non-intermarrying 1'amiq ; (4) 

the head of the smaaller or closely akin 1'amiq ; b) the head or 

'ather of the immediate family; (b) the elders, a DOJPotfioial 

Judicial body, consisting of all. the old men, wdithOu.t .l88l!l.l au.­

thority, but the possessors, and usual~ the executors 01· the real 

moral authority or society. The cODliltlroial organisation is very 

autocratic in style. '.Chere is the directorate in .l!:Urope, the \.i0Dg0 

doreetor, otten a sectioual u.1r8\;tor, ana. the local white agent. '~ 

',L'hese last have natiye agents compLetely under their authority; 

In the JJ.U.\.i .JlIl. field an ef1'o.. t has always been made to fol­

low as closely as pessible the orgsnia.tional I'roms or the cons1iitu.­

ent churches in the home land. Some elders and deacons haye been 

appointed over local ,congregations. This type of organia.tion has 

not yet proved its practical valu in \.iongo socie'liY• .Ln out:-lJtation 

churches it is usually the evaagelist-pastor who is the real lead.er 

of the church, tho in l.l. t·n vilJ.ages local leaders, usualiy young 

fellows , haye d.one gooa. WOlJk, sometimes overshadowing the eyangelist. 

~he mission organisation otfers a few posB~b~~ ~~gestlons ror 

'li....e eventual polity oJ. ".ue ~nurc.n. ...ch1s is especiaLly true 1n its two 

governing bodies, the B1en11ial uonvention and. the b'1eld Ab'isory 

Committee. 'J.'he conyention is a legislatiYe and Judic1u.l assanbq 

01 all tne missionaries. It studies t he problems lihe mission is 

facing, and. thru. committees or individual initiative, puts forward 

proposals for the adoption Of tile mission. The uonvention controls 
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..;.nd directs the work or tlle various members of the mission~ 

'J.'he .deld Advisorp; i.ionmittee is the executive body of the 

mission. It exercises a very limited legislative and judicial 

authority, 8Ubject to revision by it.ne Convention. 

'.ene ofricers of the mission, who admisinter its general affair" 

are under the direction Of the Convention dl.a"ing its sessions, and. 

of the ,deld Advisory Cormnittee during the long intervals between 

~onvention sessions. 

The indigenous Church will need to organise i:l:ae.l..L Lor the 

perforDW1Ce of" tunetiol1s similar to those found in tn~ mission 

administration. Woull t.ner~tore, the orgunizaUoll of the mission 

prove adaptable to the native church,?This qu.estion will be consid­

ered in tn.e follOWing pages. 

'rhe BSDan uaiihi.1.ic clmrch has a very autOCDatic governmen~. 

It appears t.ua.ii its adherents prove tully al loyal to the church as 

do Protestant converts to 1iheirs. Over the vongo as a. ~,hole the Ham­

an l;athol1cs have won lcrger nuIIloers than Protestants. .LS this gr 

greater success due to their autocratic p&l1ty"l .Neither this 

nor the contrary position can be effectively proven• .da.t .L Delieve 

the success of the ~oman l;a.thol1cs has been chiefly due to these 

fwr:ts; (1) O.l°he prestige gained 1"rom Deing the semi-natlonal religion 

of tne governing power ; (G) ~ear- violation of prelJeriPtions is 

taught to Dring certain pun1sbment.1~ ; \) JMe.g1c- 'J.'here is virtue in 

certain things in a.nd of themselvesirrespective ot the life led by 

the individual .. (4) Authority - tne hierarchy exerciees He tanctiolll 

uy diviIie right, acquired in some magic way in its consecration 

to of1'ice. 

~nese dOCiirines are drilled into converts. ~t is easier 'tiO 
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to win ~onverts to such a system :trom a magic tearing people than 

to Protestantism• .t!°or Protestantism eliminates much ot tear trom its 

system, entirely repw1iates the mag1cal interpretation or liturgy 

and ordinances, and teaches that authority is not inherent 1n the 

holders or otfice in the chUrch, nor even in the churcn 1tSl::1:1', but 

only in vhrist. And. that the etiort or "he church to exercise au.­

thority is only its attempt, nOli DY any means always successf't1l, 

to apDroximate its r11lings to the mind 0:1' the greal; Head ot the utmr41 

:J:m.t these d.octrines Of Protestant1sm are rundamental truths, and the 

uhrach must not sc.cr1t1ce them tor temporary numer1cal ~in. 

What are the objec"ts sought in the orga1u,tion ot the church? 

As 1 undeJ.'artand it lih", chief ot "these are; ..A- Prpoaganda tor the 

conversion of non-believe... s ,....It- ~he maintenence and strengthe1Jl­

inc, ot the spirituAl -DoOO between lim'tst ami. vue beJ.J.t:vo;,,·; -V... BW.ld­

i11(; up 'line bOdy of i>elievers in spiritual knowled8e and power; ..JL 

1,'he enlistment 01 the church iIL f:jvery service whereby it may hope 

to effect "the bettermen:; 01' society. \Vhatever polity is auop"tied. must 

be such as will aid the church in accomplishing these ideals. 

IWJY personal feeling is that the vongo church shou.ld adOpt a 

democratic form ot government. The iOOivinual should always :feel 

that ne is tree 1)0 express .Ll1mselt and to develop his spiritual pow­

ers in the church. it is true that ~tu organisation is .amilial 

rather than indiVidualistic • .But the individual has conslderaDle opo. 

powtunity to express himselt therein, and often nis etiorts win de­

cided. advantages to him. 1 believe that any church covernment that 

tal-ls to allow tA1.s scope tor individual f're~dom ot self-expression 

will prove unsatill&actory. 'POSSiDly tnis has been one or "tine causes 

that has preventeCl "the permanent S'UC~e.s ot 'lihe .t1oma.n liatholic clmrCn 

in AI"rica. 
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~oine mignt think that tne clan organisa;tion or "ne »antu would 

furnish the most natural system of clmrch organization 1'or the .dan~ 

.11owever this systea has two charac"teristics l;hat caanot pertain 

to "tne governmne"t of the church. 'J.'nese are blood relationship a.nd 

inheritance of rank. .tA1t it is well to consider the closest analogy 

possible without "the incorporation of these "tv;o vra.i"ts 0.1:' t.n.e ulan 

system. :>~h an analogy is we.l revealed by an arrangement like t 

this: ,Oi..-1Cle the territory covered by the eva.ngelistic acl;ivitie s 

or tue "lIUrch into districts corresponding to the divisions secured 

by the ~re~~Dt political divisions into chefferies,remembering'that 

these chefferies correspond roughly to the ancient clan divisions. 

The territorial blOl;s ill tae clnl.ruh would De mw,;n. lar~r at first 

"t.uan tne "n.e1.L·~rie divisions, btlli ns I,;uristinns Decome more llUmerous 

these original S8CI,Ol"S mi~ht De SUDa.iV.Lci.ea.. OVtlr each or tnese 

dl.strici. unil;S place an ov",rseer or tue cOI~:t·e.tions in tnat o.i8$ 

trict,and. of tne leaders thereof. Then divide these district uni\; s 

into pastoral sectors, Ov",:'" etloCU of which a pastor is placed. .nave 

the district overseer and tue loctl.l pastor, in conjuaction with. the 

cOl~egations, set up v1l~age or congr~gational assistants, calied 

elders, deacons, ur &~ o~ner name tant seamed to properly designate 

their :ru.nctions .i.chese four graCl.es or ot:IJ.cers woulu 1ln.en correspond. 

roughly witH the clan leaders and the leaders of the various clan 

subdiVisions, al:> l"ollowS: ll) .LIistziut overseer to can head.; ~~) 

Bastor to ranking chief' ; l» ,t;!u.er to Iamily head; lq.) '!'eacon to 

still....ler rumily neau• .Ln adu.ition tne gLOUP of Village or congre­

gationa.l elders would find. its counterpart in tue local assemblies 

of village elders. Most or tne elders and o.eacolls woulCl. De .LOUDU 1n 
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ill tnis group. 

o::i;Lnce these onicers cannot ue hereditary in tne cnurch some 

plan for the selection of incurnDents um.s Ii J,)t: worda. out 11" such a 

"ystem is adopted. ,aere J:lurgpen and American methods of election 

might De adapted. Lt would seem tnat success would most prObab~ 

Dy an elective system to COller eacn ot t,ae divisions involvea.. i'hat 

is, for the selection of t;"'e overseer ot" tne Ciistrict unit ~lected 

delegates 1"0.t1n tne pastoral uni liS :w 1I11t: Q,idtr1ct m1ght C OnVelle and 

choose an i1lC'tmoent. ::>uch dele';&'lieEJ mighli 0... tile paS"Gors of the o.is­

trict liOi;;"8"Gu.er with lay <le.i.egates from each pal"iSll. It migllt J,)e a.d.­

visable to include in EJ\lOil an imporliant aStlemblyas advisors, the 

oIficers, or at lea-Sli a J,:epresentative of the executives of the 

national churvh organization

.Aturual con.l.erences mign.li be :n.eld. In these cOnf'el"ences the 

district overse~r and the pastors would De delegalies b.Y reason of 

their official position in the church. 'l'he.L'e would De lay dele($ates 

from each parish. Tnese couf'erences should consider lJUCu a.1rairs a s 

demaDd.attentiou in "h", district. These mighli De matters of mu:tual 

instruction, settlement of local questions or procedure, planning 

of evan gelistic and teaching cl'!OrliS, some especially aggravating 

cases of discipline or other local disp-u.tes, decisions ou divorces, 

divisions of pastoral sectors and placing or new pastors, or rather 

the opening of new preaching places With a view to el:J ablisning in-

d.ependent congregations tnerein. 

Ledre:!.', of "he satiOI..k..L ..~ureh have oeen mehioned• .Lt <loes not 

S'e~ possible that the clmrch could fUnctiOn ,,0 tIle fullest of its 

strel1~th if its orgunisat.i.ol1 terminateu w1th the d_is'trict, and. lihere 

was no ppi.n for the unifying end colaboration of the chUrCh all. ov-er 
tue ~ouuliry. A national organisation will oe requ.i.rea. to sec'W'8 the 
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unJ.tj'° of the \ihurch and guarantee its enect.i.veness.i'he unbrotner17 

eonception of a looal eongre~t1on, or even a distriut unit, haviDg 

no orga.nie eonnec l. ion with, owing no all~aDCe to, and acknowted&­

ing no eontroll1ng authority of a more general , ~entral church 

governeumt, uniting in itself the various eongregational and 418­

tric~ wuts, shoald never be allowed to take root in vongo. uou­

gregational au.tonom.r should De tiecured, i"l; is liruB, lJU.t eongregat1on­

al autonomy does no t deny lihe righll to organic relativilS wit.n the 

national ehur~h. ....ef'\1sal of the right to any eontrol of the local 

ehurch by the national eo:ureh in matters that are of vital cODCern 

to the generi:\l church, is logical the "sme as the d.enial or tne e:x;. 

istence oJ: such a. church. ..Iror tne axiom ·:'.ehe who...e is greater than 

any of its parts" is as true of the church as of geometrieal 

demonstartions. And it applies to authority in the ehurch as weLJ. 

~s to its organisw~ A denial or line right of I.he general or national 

cb:urcn to any controi over local congregations amounts to the erec­

tiu.r..r. or eacn such congregation into a separate a.enominat10n. ::''UCh 

an extreme nas , perhaps, never been sought on ..he mission field, 

but it is being advocated by some lJisciples in AIIlel"ica, ana is her e 

mentioned only as a reminder thaI. such unreasonaole aL1a. such un­

brutnerly ideas must ue kept from tne congo ir the church is to be 

saved l;.il~ oit-cerness of ruan.Y factioHal d.isputes, and the de.eat-is m 

of in-coordlnated efr-orts. A common chaotic lL~eJless will Dot efx·ect 

unity. 

Wha:t type of centril controL shpuld then be established. '.ehe 

folioWing i~ SUS6ested as a poss1ule plan: 



ll) There should be an assembly of chosen representatives trom 

desigMed district units, meeting at stated periods, say emma] 17 

or bi-ennially. 

a;.t.'jhe assembly nmembers might be the d1silrlct overseers 

plus one pastoral and all It:ast 1IV10 lay mt:D1uers IJ'OL"l eac~l (l.:i.sLr~Ct;. 

(~j l:hiS assemuly shoula. hav\:: ,--,t least these duties: 

::>'uch legislative aut uorlty as 1s absolutely necessary to se­

cure uniformity on q-u.estions that might destroy the unity or the 

church - Provided also that actions takem by the ass~bly may be 

revisco. or revoked * later sessions or the assembly when experience 

proves such revision or revocatiOn advisa.le • 
-!L oIudicail authority to settle local dif.dculties that seem 

impossible or set~lememt by l~al leaders. 

~ ~lhe selection by ballot or an executive star~- to administer 

the general affairs of the chUrCh. 'l'ms stafr should consis~ or at 

a secretary and treasurer, nnd as tht: cnurcn. gruws, should be inMa 

creased in size to meut the administrative neeus or the charch. 

-!L ~election of an executive comminee to counsel witll and and 

guide tne exeaullive starr inits work. This committee would be the 

business head or IIhe church between meet1ngs 01' the general assemb17 

or conference, and would look af'ter all general business or t.ne e.b. 

church which it would not De wise to the executiY'e statf alone~ 

l~) ~ome constitutional definition or the rights, limit. 8Dd powers 

of the general assembly, the executive 1,;00000ittee, the distr1ct units 

and all individuals fi1nctio.alng otdcial17 in any capacity in the 

church should be adopted. Terms or otfice ot executive orl1cers, 

emepting the trea::surer, should De limited to periOds shor1; eno'Q8il 

to ~antee aga1ia8t dictatorships, oligarchies, or a selt-perpetlr 

sting ori'icialdom. ~ri'iciency oarl De secured witnout selt"-perpe1;u,. 
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ating officers. JJemocrSC7 may not always be as inmediately e:ri1cieu'i 

as an autocracy, but over a long period 01 time its accomplishments 

will prove vastly superior. ·.chis contention might be supported Dy 

illustrations from both current polit1cal and religious ~Onu1t10~ 

bu.,; it seems to possess sut:x:icient self-evidence to make such q­

gwnent unnecessary. 

it may be objected that the plan outlined here is ~or a cbnrch 

among a well developed people~verBed in self-government of a com­

plex nature. it mast be granted that there is mucn tri.tn in this ob­

jection• .tIu.t t.ne plan is about as simple as can ue evelved that will 

guarantee an effective government of a wide-spr~ad churcn. ::>0 this 

plan is a suggestion is a plan to work toward, and. to train native 

l(;adership to fit into as rapidly as possible. .ilIO one would claim 

tnat 'tne native chureh is capable or selr..J50vernemnt of even a 

simple ,local nature at the pre~en-c tiJae, much less the complex 

organisation that suun a general rusion of tne cllurcnes loequires. 

Only a very few l~ao.e.L·s 111 tne JJ.U.U •.M. field. are capable or leading 

even a local congregation wituout missionary assistance. ~t in 

training up native leadership there ought to be as definite a goal 

" possible to work toward, and the leau.ership shpuld Ut: directly 

trained to fit into the system aimed at. Of course the polity out­

lined here is only suggestive. .And whatever type of polity is 

offered by missionarles , they ought to freely grant the native 

church the right to modify it, or even reject it aDd sUbstitute 

an entirely different plan, wilen it nas Decoae self-supporting and 

capable or entire selr-goverument. 

Since the 1iIdigenous church Q:l.1Ulot now adopt a u.el-inite c1IW:Ch 

polity , it woul~ De well for missionaries to more tully lormulate , 
in council with tne best native l&l4erS, pl.u.nS for loctiol aDd. 
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district organizations that can fUnction in the present state of d 

deyelopnent of the clmrch~ '.i:he district plan a~ suggested 

is only an enlargement and systematisation 0« the plan already in 

operation ill the D.l:.v.Ai. field; J.t Wl!.S here sought to define more 

clearly the duties aDd rights of district overseers, paPor-evan­

gelists and the local lay leaders. .1t is freely granted. that the 

Dative clmrch cannot yet, by itsel:f, carry all the administrative 

burden of this -';'istrict or~l&tion, much less the more cc:npre­

hensive central organisation, designed to weld all tllese districtS 

into a single general church orge.niB8.tion. .dt1t if there is to even.­

tually be such a gl.'Ileral organization, it 1s important that it, or 

some corresponding organisation, shall :t'unction early so as to pre­

vent opposition to it, and to avoid territorial eJrClus1veness when 

the leadership -oacome, capable of directing a more general orgaui&a­

tion~ in the meantime the central administration should continue 

in the hands of missionaries, aided by native counsellors. U-radu­

ally the organization may De worked into its desired final form, w 

with missionaries temporaril,y holding the ofI1ces. Gradually, as 

capable n.."ttive leaders ar08e, the leadership and official adminis­

tration would be handed over to tnem, the missionaries continu1n& 

as long at! needed as cOWlsellors, bu:t .J:1na.lly dropping out even in 

this capacity , thus leaving 'the whole dirOOliJ.on 01 lii.Le c.J~'V.J.'C!.L to 

national leader.~ 

~he elevation of nationals to positions of firtt rank iu the 

clm.rch is not new in Af'rica~ l3ishop vrowt.ner is an exsmple tnat 

comee to the mind. of all familiar with the history of the west 

Africsn vhurch. ~ 1) l'he uganci.a mission of the V.!d.~. has done 

(1) '.I.'he .Black Bishop , especiallJl l;bap. o. 



a good deal in this line• ..erorn the start it has ooneistently IolJ.*­

ed the polioy of developing native leadership. (t) A splendid 

example in a democratically organised mission and native church is 

that o~ the Paris Evangelical Societrs mission to tne .Basuto. (j) 

This mission first attEll1pted a synod fashioned after that of the 

Reformed vlmrches of France. But it was found. that the delegates 

were general.Ly incapable of adequately weighing the problems of th e 

church~ '.J:he D.v.u.JV1. mission has attemtPed joint conferences 

with native leaders the last three yea",;s and has likewise found thlm 

i8capable of weighing the problans of the church in an adeqlJAte Via7. 

Mark Jljoji, of .:Bolenge, did deal With them in a 8atisfa.ctory way, 

but no other leaders st00d out with any prominence. The .uasuto 

mission has continued the Synod with very limited powers, and its 

usef'l11ness has grown with the passage of time. Btlt there was a feel­

ing Of the need ot a closer p&8ticipation of the abler native l~ 

erS in tne administration of the clmrch~ So in lo9v a new admin­

istrative boq tor the church was l·ormed. called the :Jeboka; ~111s 

was composed of the missionaries and the ordained native pastors~ 

)D.er'e were eight ot these pastors at tne time of toe t'ormatioll of 

the ~eboka. '.1.'hey were men who, after having .iJad enOUt:;h schooling to 

make them, with their inherent ability and fidelity, outstanding 

leaders in the church , were given a :t'I1r1iner C01U'se of' tnree years 

in the mission's I. ~chool of 'J:heology "~' '.L'his tJchool was cond'acted 

erom time to time wnen suitable candidates were available, and the 

needs of tile mission demanded their preparation. J!or the most part 

these pastors have been placed in charge ofdisliricts which caDnOt 

ll) 'l'UOker, A.l'(. :~ighteen ~ears in Uganda and .ll:ast Africa, IU~-i 1, 

(j) _ison des !Viission Evangeliques : Livre d"Or de la Mission 

du Lessouto , 

94 
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oe often reachCd. by the missionaries. i)ome 01" lihem have , all. alone, 

opened and develpped evangelistic aDd vilJ.age educational work in 

large but remote sections 01" the "&riDe. 11) In 1~Uo there wer • 

thirteen of these m:.tive pastors. 'l'he number has been considerably 

increased since thes. 

As alrea~ noted the Seboka is an assEmbly composed of the m 

missionaries and the native pastors. '.i:hey ueliberate as absolute~ 

eqaal memlJers of this assembly. 'j:he mission retains absolute dirac. 

tion of a.ll its afrairs not having to d.o a.irectl.y witu the native 

ch-u.rch• .w.t all matters baring to do With th" native clmrchare de­

cided by the Seboka; (~) .00 Seboka has jurisdiction over Q.L_ 

"that which concerns the charcn., propt::rly speaking, its discipline, 

its laws, its f1nlmces, the creation of new p..,rishes, and of new 

preacjing posts, the placing or deplacement of native pastors, the 

discipline to be exercisect over t.llem, the consecration of new CaD­

di4ates, the reception of new students at the SChool of ~heolo§. 

All Which concerns the primary schools of the mission and the fi­

na.ncial questiuns pertaining to them is equally under its direction. 

~his mixed conference j then, is the directing head of the church. 'I 

The /:)"Wiss Protestant .rrdssion (La mssion J.\omande) in the 

nor them Transvaal and the LorenllO J¥/8.2qU8S sector of the Portugl1ese 

colony of JIlosambique, OB Portuguese .1!:ast Africa, has followed the 

same lines of developmen't as the Basuto mission. Ln facli this mis­

sion owes its origin to the .I1rencD. ::Banto mission, and ~s al-.ys 

mtdntained a clofle ai.dance with it. ~» 

(1) Y.aison des MissiOns l!.'v8ngeliques, Paris : Livre d' Or de 1& 

Mission du Lessouto , ~9O-~94 , 41~ 

(, ) l.bia. .. ~l4-~~U ; j5o-)oU 

(j) La Mission l10mande , 124-1~~ 
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One o"tner reglllation adopted by this mission in IO~" was 'YfJ'J:7 

help1'u1 in uniting the church. in its work and interests~ ~h1s 1lIIls 

the establishment or a central treaSU17. ( 1 ) Prior to this the 

Of'rerings or each native congregation had been locally 'Wred. 1mder 

its OW,l riirection, nearby outposts being opened. when the local CaD­

gregation supplied. the money for the expenses. ~he result was that 

the better eyangeliseu. central portion 01" the tribe, where ",hr11t~ 

were numerous , paiu tneir enngelists well, and oc(,"Up1.ea. a.1.l the 

villages about, While to the .worth, where Christians were fn, the 

eVaDgtllists were poorly paid and there were few outposts where it 

was being sought to to build up new congregations. The central &I\­

raagement provided that all collections shOUld be turned in to it; 

.arom "tne fUnds "then availaDle the evangel1ns were to be paid 

specified salaries irrespective of loct:i-tion or local collections, 

and on the decision of the mission and "the ~yno<i. new preaching 

places were opened where they seemed to be most needed , not nearest 

to where the most money for their support was given. 

'ine"e tnree institutions are now acting as a uni~ng sad 

centralising force in the .Banto church : the ~ynod, the ~entral 

Treasury ; aDd the ~eDoka. 1t is expec"ted "that eventually the gen,­

eral ability of native leaders Will rise to such a pOint that the 

wynod Will be able to tske over the tull direct loon of the church • 

'.i.'hen the L)eboka, along with the foreign mission, will disappear, 

and the ventral ~reasury, doub"tless with considerable curtailment 

of its f'w1ctions, will .:;ecome the missionary and philanthrOpic 

treasury of the general church. 

(1)	 Ma1son des lrlisslons ~:vangeliques, Barls: Livre d-Or de la
 

Mission du Lessouto , )9'/-400.
 



9'/ 

This mission has gone far in its developnent of an Arrican 

church po1ity~ J.t eVidently a1mS to eventually establisll "lillt: ",rebcn. 

.!:ieiol.'meci '[;,,1,)<:: oi' Cll.-,),1,.C:t DoveJ.'lll,1Ullt: ,perhaps considera;Dly 1I10dified to 

fit At"ric an cond.itions. The miSSionaries constantly profess their 

realisation of the n~essity ot" allOWing considerable latitude to 

the native church in determining its polity. laamination will show 

that the organisation suggested for the D.U.li.I4.. ~'Ongo church 

corresponds in a large degree to this which has been developed in 

the &suto mission. '.rne plan here SUgg-ested is fUller, and somewhat' 

more systematic. Bu.t as in the Basuto church it provides for a 

growing co-operation in the direction 01' the church between the 

missionaries and tne native leaders, with a ~entral organimation 

gradually developing, and passing into the hand.s of the native 

leaders as these become capable or assuming these responsibilities. 

if the JJ.V. \l.M. and the other Protestant missions of tne 

~ongo eventually develop self-govenrtng churches in their respective 

spheres , how might these De welded. i11lio one great (;nurchwhen ad­

vancement in civilisation and spiritual power make such a conSUJlllDa­

tion theoretically possible '/ 'J.'hiS ia a most serious question. J!'or 

if Protestan"li missions are not able to link their churches togetha­

in"o one organic whole, they will simply .I1a.ve established a large 

number of regional denominations. And even the territorialDB.rr1ers 

will gradually break down as movements of people for work ,etc. lead 

to the introdmtion of the varying denominatiuns into each others 

territories.' in fact this movement or people is alr~ in progress 

and. has Dacome a serious problem of missions in S'UCh centers as 

Kinshasa, lVIAtadi and J!;l1sabethville. ~enemin.a.tioanl clmrches , 

existing side by side, would. dOUbtless soon adopt proselytising 
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programs, with attendant bitterness anu strife. 

b<uch a condition showl by all means De avertea.. ~ne present 

~neral uonternece o~ ~ongo Missionaries along with its exeautive 

intermission body, the "uonsell Protestant du vongo;· has been 

obviating intermission dit'ficu]:lies and promoting 'Wlity of ef'fort 

and of' spirit~ , When the leaders of' the vongo cburches become 

sufficiently proficient to make the participation ot national 

leaders practicable in the highe.l" councils of the clmrch, dO\1llt­

leass a .National vhrist6.{m ot vongo will be organised • ~ 1 ) 

Jot is to De hoped that when this is done , 'Doth the missionaries 

and the national leaders will be bVJ.d enough to declare that one 

purpose ot this orga.nise.tl.on is to act as the vehicle or line ~­

iaus regional churches in seeking a basis 01' orgam.c un.i.ty, and in 

securing the adoption o~ such 'WliteY. J:t is to be hoped that the 

past spirit or mutual esteem and co-operai;ion existiDg between the 

missions may gain the acceptance ot S'1lCh local modit6Dations 01' pol­

ity and even o~ denomiDational doctrinal peculiarities, as may De 

necessary for the securing ot: such un1t,y. The formatiOn ot: SUCh a 

united ch.urch would nOi; require the local abandoument of particular 

organia.tional peculiarities, nor ot doctrinal. practices not round. 

ill other regions, but it Vlould require the acceptance withpu.t ques­

tion of' uhriltians ot: My church intu the tellOWlh1p ot any other 

(1) uongo mssiODAr.; .neport , .Lor 192.. , 44::.....;1 ; "j-ul 

Oldham, .J .H. , in .Lnternational J1eview or .Missions : the IJmmch 

in the Mission ~ield , vol. 1924 , 00 tie 

brown, A.oJ. :'rhe .l!oreign tdssiO~ • vhap. 15 

Brown , A• .J. : 41sing uhurches in .tfon-(,~istian Lands , 15~ 10 
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congregation upon presentation or the proper credentials of member­

ship in good 8t8Dding. 

The missionaries or the dificrent societips must be led to 

espouse the cause or unity if such a program is to win. i!o this 

end it is tp be hoped that those who believe such. a progrem essential 

to the ultimate .sUccess or the church in I.1:JDgO will constantly keep 

this idea to the front in the General lionference mee'tings, and in 

articles in the ofncial quarterly pu.bl1.cu.t1.on of that uont"erence, 

the ;:<10ngo Mission !'lews" or ;N'ouvelles Missionaires du liongo·:. 

Past expressions or various missionaries woulri. confirm one in 

the belief that the great majority of the missionaries in nearly 

all the missions of l;Ongo are heartily in favor of' such a consmma­

tion. Mutual cOll1"e~'en«e and efi'ort during the years of the devel­

opment of the local organisations ought to enable those Who bave a 

desire fur ultimate unity to develop sunple polities that can be 

easily united when the time ror union comes. 

One must face the fact that the episcoiJal polity of the lJeth.­

odists , and the controversy over the form or baptism, among other 

things; are likely to prove formidable obstacleS to uniliy• .J:mt they 

are not insuperable, and with gemune l;hrisliia.n love ~t:L~ as the 

controlling influence ways should be found of overcoming tn.ese 

difficulties vrithouli violence to tn.e consl,;iences of any. 
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A ,b'OlSiAtill LOOK ... 

Protestant missionaries have now been working in the »elgian 

~ongo fifty years les~ two. it is in order to 'examine the pas~ to 

see what m1staKes need corl'cOtion, and to look forward with a. view 

to building yet more effec-.;ively and securely the future~ 

Statistics reveal the fact that the:ce are now about five hun­

aired Protestant missionaries in the vongo. And a native church ot 

about 12,5,000 has been won from heathenism. 'J.'his sounds like a 

good record till compared with that ot the liOman uathol1cs~ ~hese 

enteredthe field a little "later, and alreaty have fU'ty percent 

more missionaries, and claim a native church ot at lea*t ~.50,000 

bonatide members~ One l'll\1St be honest in ao~ounting tor this ditter­

enoe in re8Ults. it can be honestly claimed that the teaching ot 

Roman OathoUcism requires less ot a. break Wlttl the past than that 

ot Protestantism, and this has doubtless had. much liO do with their 

winning of gnperior numbers. Bat it must also be admitted that 

their methods and lite are accounts in tneir tavor. ~special1y 18 

the celibacy ot lohe clergy, With the consequent ease and frequency 

ot itineraries strong aids to their propa.ga.nda. Pl"otestants need 

to find a way for improving their 8Uperintendenoe of their village 

work to something on a par wi'th that of the vatholics. 

In industrial education it is generally admitted tnat the 

Roman vutholics have e~elled Protestants. Bat it must De admitted 

in ravor Ot" Protestants, that their industrial programs have gen,­

era.lly been purely philanthropic, whereas the ~atholic schools 

have orten sought to SU;,l)]?ort both the scholars a.nd the mission­

o.ries conducting the schools i'rom the sale ot industrial prOduct8~ 
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It is probable that missionaries have often empnas1&eu. 1n4ustrial 

ed:ocation Decause of the feeling tha~ 1i.u.t: aegro is incapable of 

the mental culture required of more purely esthetic discipl1nes~ 

lnd:ustrlal education should be promoted in lbrder to raise the 

living conditions Of tue people to a ste.n.da.rd that makes better 

social, mental and spiritual ideals easy ot attainment. JAtt to 

assume that the black is Lit only for a laborer, 8.Dd. should there;. 

lore be trained to labor skilfully is an insult to a great race, 

and is not worthy 0.1 a missionary. It is probable that ~ 

missionaries need to re-adjutJt their views on this matter. One 

needs to have a real appreciatiun of the past and present attain­

mnets or the ~egro race to secure the sympathetic response to 

educational and religious elforts that should. De won. 

mssionaries need. to do a clotler pastoral work than they bave 

been doing. 'J.'he rapid gro.....tn. 01' their work, witu tne multi1iUdinow; 

;;asks devolv1ng on wholly imadequalie sva.L .•:S, has OI1ien led to neglect 

of tlle personal contacts needed for the 1'ormation 01" leaders. And 

native pastor s need the example of genuine missionary pastors to 

teach them how to sl1.epherd tneir own ,;;nLt:L~hes. 

Mission me~ical work has done wonders in releivil~ suriering. 

Its first task was obviously to relieve the ca.ses 01' most crying 

need. Tilis bAs led to regional diw1.u.ution, and sometimes the almost 

total elimination of certain diseases, such as yaws • .aut the more 

difficult task or imbuing the 0hristian courrnmity with With hygienic 

instruction, and 0:1:' freeing it from suDversive med.iaa.l practices, 

is only beginning. This task can be considered as having been fair­

ly started only wnen a native medical force of genuine competence 

has been trained. The medical staff of the .u.v.veM. realises this 
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fact and is making Leal efJ.'ort along this line, and is planning 

J.arge things for the fUture. Thra. combinea. mission and. b'tate e.i:..... 

fort 'Chere is just ground for hoping 'that genuine improvement in t 

the care or the sick may soon be seen. Also. that true medical 

science, practised by natives in the native villages, may exert 

a large influence in breakinu the holt' or bane:tu.l magic and 

spiritualistic 6Uperstiti0ns~ (1) 

In considering the native churcn one natu...·ally asks whether 

the record or that church justiI'ies the Delief that a "elf'-directing 

indigenous church can be expected to arise iu 'Cne "ongo.In chapters 

one to five the enviromnent in which the ehurch has won its converts 

was Drief'ly surveyed. .t1AS the c.lmrch done enough to Wdrrant one in 

believine, tm:.l. it will De an ef'I'ective agent in oTereomil16 the evil 

of this enTironment', Are the evils 0 ... t.e.e 01<1. SOuiety to ue 1"ounu 

in as large a degree in the church as outside? 1S a conscience 

e.g ainst them really gaining ground? Are false spiritual conceptio. 

coming to be regra.ed as really talse? 

J:'olygyny , as an instiLtution, does not exist in the church. 

The proportion or convorts returning to heathenism in order to 

enj oy polygenous priTileges, is perhaps SIDa.Lle:..· ~b.an ever, tho there 

is a considera'D1e rIimber of such men, am)ong them men who were O.L 

undoubted int egrity of uhristian character • lAlt i't seans that 

(1) liensey , A• .I!'. : MY vhildren of the Jrorest , uhapS. 

Dye, mrs. .t{..... : j;;olenge , vmp. 

licraner , ~•.a.A. : b1iuu.ies· in the J!,'Vangelisation of' ;:>outb. At'rica, 
uLp.... 

I 
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industrial as well as moral re~sons, will soon be milJ.tating aga:inlrt 

polygeny. 'l.'here 1s real cause, "then i"or be11evmtg that the clmrch 

will win in kits fight against poly~. 

There 1s also ind~btedly a higher sense of sexual morality 

in the church than in iihe non.-unr1Sliian community; iN.t this is not 

,yet s IIrong enough to justify one in the belief' that uhr1stians or 

eiliher sex come to the JDaJ:ria.ge ahts.r with bodies 'UnlJolluted by 

illicit sexual relations. Bu.t there is general acl.:epta.nce in the 

church Of \ihe teaclliu.g that S\,;C;1. l'ela:tlon:::- ;),1''2 \"l"cn5, and tile resis­

tance to passion is growing. Also changing sooial COnditions will 

doabtless soon favor sooial purity. The of£ic1al position of the 

church is squarely against sexual ~ornlity. This position will 

more and more become one of the moral assets of' the church, for a 

real effort is made to enforce it • 

.Most uhristians have abandoned the practice of' m..-tgical and 

f'alse spiritual belief's and practices. .But they nave not abjured 

tile belief' that there is "truth in these things for the non.-uID'istian. 

Both spirit worship and magic were thorol' ingrained in ii.lleir con­

sciO'UJll1ess of' the unseen worlu, and uhristia.nity will require co~ 

siderable time to thoroly eradica.te them. imt it is great gain to 

recognise the wrongness of the practices and abandon tnem, even tho 

one still believes in the power of the power of that which the 

practices inculcate. ',Co the "ongo uhristian traf'fic with ;;;icked 

spirttual and magical powers 1s 'UIl.-lihristian, hence must be discon­

tinued. »u.t one does not therefore deny the existence of these wick.­

ed spiritual and magical powers any more than one deni~s the exis ­

tence of wicked. men , whose company and practices must ut: av01ded~ 

Along with this negative idea there runs the positive one tnat tiod. 

is able, and often does protect his believers from the malevolent 
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actions or wicked spiritual and. magical rorces. ',Che stronger ODe~s 

faith and devotion, the larger his protection. 'J:his faith will 

eventually cast out fear by revealing l.he falseness of the spirit 

and magic cults, along with the power of increasing scientific an d 

spiritual ed:ocationjjust as these processes have been eli.m1nating 

these same misconceptions among ciVilised peoples. 

''chere is every reason to belieVe that the gradual emancipation 

from inimical social and religious transmisions will result in growth 

in genuine spiritual power. Left , arter being tnoroly d.rilJ.ed in 

basic vnristian ideas, with a comparatively free h.a.nd in developing 

a liturgy aDd church polity that will properly express i~s spiritual 

yearnings and i488.s, tnere is gemune reason for believing t.b.at the 

emerging uongo 0hurch will bring real honor to tne greali tlead or "he 

~1mrch; under whos~ inspiration and direction it will C..-.:rL"Y' on as 

a cleansing, saving pov/er in .A1Tican societ.Y; 
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