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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction: The Purpose of the Thecis,

'In 1898 th.e Disciples of Christ took over the Equator étation
of the American Baptigt Foreign Mission Union at Bolenge; From that
time this mission has enjoyed a steedy growth , both in miésionary per—
sommel and in ites influence .on native life in the Equator District of
of the Colony of Congo Belge, Its influence has also reached parts of
three of the districts bordering on Equator Digtrict, It is with the
church that this mission has won from the surrounding heathenism , and
with the church that it is hoped may be built up in this section from
from this beginning that this thesis Primarily deals; The question of
an ultimate ﬁational Church , covering all or a large bart of the
Congo Basin , is dealt with briefly in the chapter on church polity,
This hope may or may not be reaslized., But to me it seems necessary of
realizatidn if Congo Chrigtianity is to be spared the bitterness and
wealknegs of faction and division, If mlgsionaries and their supporters
in Burope and America would only seck the realization of the will of CGod
for the Congo church rather then the perpetuation of their denmomina-
tional iéiosyncrasies in doctrine and polity , there would be no insup-
erable difficulty in uniting all the churches of Congo into one har-
monious body..(l) There might grow up small bodies of seceders , but
ag long asg the national church held to a true course of spiritual and
ev angelical Christianity , these would not win large accessgions,

It ig to be hoped thet the missionaries will pursue the non-denominz—

tional course,

(1) Gerdener ,G.B.A.: Studies in the Ewvengelisation of South Africa.



The attaimment of a central organization cementing a gemuine
union of the church groups that shall be built up by the farious mig-
giong of Comgo , would not necessarily require that the loeal groups
should all have an organization exactly similar,nor even approximately
80. Representation on the central organization might be pro-rated to
territorial divisions according to the mumber of actual church members
yleaving each such territorial ‘wnit to develop its own local polity as
geemed begt to its own leadership,

The plan of this thesig is to get forth first the environe-
ment in which the Congo church has been planted end is being nour -
ished; Then to outline desirable lines of development therefor , leade
ing to the realization of the aim of & united , gelf-supporting ,
gelf-directing , self=-perpetuatiing church, A church that will be an
honor to those who have labored for its establishment and é glory to
its eternal Head,.

Larger use might have been made of the experience of migsiona-
arieé‘ in South and West Africa; Especizally do the efforts toward au-
tonomy of the African church in these sections justify close study. But
aéide from the experience of the Paris Evangeliéal Misgion in Basuto=
land , no direct references have been made to the semi of fully autono-
nous chnsﬁheé of theée regions; This miggion was established four dec—-
ades later than some of the otheré in South Africa. Still its efforts
are typical of the best resulté; And in no section has a successful,
wholly autonomous church emerged., Efforts in this direction in both
South and.West Africa have failed to win numerous adherents, These
failureg hafe been due to the fact that they have not attracted the

ablest leadership;that they have degenerated into societiss



for anti-white propaganda ; and they have often gought to introduce
grogs ancient immoral prectices into the church in the extreme effort
to stress racisl inheritences, Doubtless the Congo church will seek
complete autonomy fagter than it ig able to wisely exeréise guch con-
trol, But & wige and gympathetic misgionary force , ingtructed by the
experience of thier fellows in the older misgion fields of Afriea,
ought to be able to gulde these efforts at zutonomy better,and so
promote an earlier realigation of & genuinely worthy and complwte
independence of foreign superintendehce,

Limits of time have not permitted as thoro e treatment of
the questions involved as it wag at firgt hoped to produce. It ig
hoped;however , that tme may furnish to many misgionaries happy ex-
perience in working out and amplifying the dream here so inadequately
traced;of an indigenous Congo church that shall be "fervent in gpirit

gerving the Lord,"



CHAPTER TWO,

The Political Background of the Congo Church;

The Church of Christ hag been greatly influenced in the past
by its political environment, This has been especially true in its
formative periods, For example the organigation of the church hag at
times been lergely determined by that of the government or governments
under which it has grown up;

There is every reason to expect that the government now
exigsting,and that shall yet exist in gongo Belge ghall produce pro-
found re-sctins on the formative life of the emerging chnrch; It will
be the duty of counselling misgionaries and wise native leaders to see
that thege re-actions shall creste only desireble regults in the church;

The political background fallg naturally into two parts,the

past type and the present governm ent,

Ancient Politics;

The largest ordinary political unit in the old regime wag the
clan, That ig the largest unit that ordimarily recog niged t he inherited
right of a particular leader t0 a pre-eminent authority over the whole
gboup was what ,in this thesis ,will be called the clan, Occasgionally
& ruler of unumal ability and ambition,favored by circumstances,extended
his reign over one or more neighboring clens, Such kingdoms were sghort-
lived in the central Congo bagin,usually falling to pieces before or o
goon after the deaths of their foundersg,

Each clan hade chieftian who was recognized as the hereditary
head of the clan; He was usually the oldest male in the line of high-

egt rank of the founder of the clan,.This chief*s authority was
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generally merely nominecl,except in the ville & where he a.ct*-all__ e .
But certain honorarv rights were conceded by all as his<"dué. For ine’
stance the right to divide and appropriate certain parts of all leo=
pards, eagles , and pithon= kil ~° by me bers of the clan, But thisg r
recognition did not involve payment of tri‘bute; If wire in counsel.

he was congidered the legitimate judge of inter-village disputes with -
in the elan,provided these disputes were not satigfactorily settled by
.the patriarchs of the villeges cémcerned., Theoretically he had the

right to call on the whole clan to go to war againgt neighboring clans,
Hoerver 1f he wag not a man of gtrong character,villages other thun his
regident one could,and often would refuse him obedience,and even in his
netive village the eldersg often made his decigions for him,

A new clan was sometimes founded by the migration of a part
of an existing clan, uhder the leadership of an outstanding member
thereof, Usually such lezders were of high rank in the original clen,
but ability for leadership might be the only qualification, In either
case his descendants retained the leadership of the clan, Some clans
had from two to five villages only, ‘mz.t' mogt of them contained from
ten to thirty villagesg,

A village was sometimes compoged of a single femily,but
many large villages had two or more families, If more than one fam-
ily was in a village each had its own head man, But over the village
a¢ a whole there was & ranking head man, He was the hereditary head of
the highest ranking of the families composing the village,

So the secale of authority in the ancient nutive regime rang
(1) Clan head , (2)Slub=head or village head~man, (3) Family hea.d .(4)

Head of the immediate family,



Theoretically these men exercised autocratic power in itheir respective
gphereg, But in practice all but the mogt despotic followed the coungel
of the family patriarchs. In some cases other more energetic members of
the family practically usurped the headts suthority. Usually such
Wpation was not hereditary,

If = village congigts of more than one family marriage is al -
lowed between the diffement families of the village., But members of tn e
game femily cennot intermerry, The geparate familieg of the viliage either
occupy different streetg,or long vacant intervals are left in the gtreet
petween the families, The village family was divided into as many smeller
or immediate families ag there were legally married men in the family
who had heirs, The immediate family was subject t0 a large measure of

control by the whole village family,

THE PRESENT POLITICAL ORGANIZA:ION,

The organigation df the foreign government of Congo Belge is
gomewhat complicated, From a functionary standpoint it is divided into
adminigtrative and judicial departments, The adminigtrative performs
the executive , legiglutive and militery functions = whereas che judi-
cial department concerns itself with legal matiers only.

the Adminigtrative department is sub=divided asg foliows: (2)

e, The King;
« The governor General ;
c, Minigter of Colonies
d. Provincial Governorsj.
e, Digtrict Commigsaires;
£, Territorial aumiuigtrators;
SeM,ilitary Ofiicers;
n, Pogtal and Customs Officers,
(2) Daye, Pierre : L'Empire Colonial Belge , 385-404 ; Z)5=do- ; 285=299

Vandervelde, E, ¢ La Belgique et le Congo , 152-166.



The King ig the nominal heau of the colonial government , but
the functiong ascribed to him are exercised by the Belgian National
Parliament thru the Minister of Colonies, The Minigter of Colonies ig,
therefore,the real head of the colonial government, for while decrees
and statutes relative to Congo Belge may originate with Parliament,
they geldom’ do, However, Parliament does enjoy the right or accepting
or rejecting the recommendations of vue Minister of Colonies,

The Governor General " exercises the executive power with cer-
tain exceptions stiphlated by vhe laws , decrees , and statutes, He
hag the direction of all the adminigtrative and militvary services egiab-
lished in the colony . " (1) He also has a considerable. degree of
legislative authority wichin ' certain prescribed limits.

There ace four provinces in .he colony, each administered by
a provincial governor or vice-governor, " They take care of the adminige.
tration and repregent in their department,the governor generel, They
exercigse the executive power which the King delegates to them, " (2)
rhey have the power to igsue certa.n decrees on matters that concern
only their respective provinces, The digtrict commigsaires of the dis-
tricts in vhe various provinces are under the direction or the governors
of these provinces,

There are twenty-two digtricts in Jhe colony, At the head
of each of these id & district commiggaire, He is " The gole suthority
in hig circumgcription , i1or the direciion or all .ue scrviccs of the
disvrict, and agsumes the regponsibility of the administration of the
territories which are confided to him,” (5) '

The digtricts are divided into territories, kach territory
(1) Daye, Pierre : L*Empire Colonial Belge , 385,386,

(2 ) n " " " L] w n

(3 ) " (1] " " n 356—350



heg at its head an administrator, who ig gupposed to be agsisted by one
or more white territorial agents, The territorial officers collect
the head tax from the natives, enforce the law , and look after such
public works as are being carried on, which , in remote territories ,
are usually oniy the meintenance of passable paths thruaout the terri-
tory. vhey also advise the chiefs as to their duties, such as the ti.tﬁe
and place they will be expected to gather their clansmen for the pay-
ment of the yearly head tax,, as to co-operation with commercial agents
in gathering forest products for sale,and the cleening and maintensnce
of the afore-mentioned paths, and represgive and other law enforcement
measures,
The Administretors have pdlice power, and for its execution

are provided with a small body of mative police. Bach district has a
company of goldiers under the supervision of a militarg officer. These
goldiers are usged to maintein order and to suppress inecipient rebellions,
For thege purposes smell devachments of them are often detailed for ger—
vice uhder local administrators when digturbancesg have arisen or threat-
en within their respective territories,

The characte:r and pergonnel and orga.qiza.tion of the judicial
departmeny are not germsne to this thesis , and will not be descoribed,

The native mind is profoundly impresseca with the place of
rank in the Belgian gsystem of government. In church matters they frequent-
ly draw illugtrationg from thig . A paptor-evangelist in a remote village
compared Mr, Yocum , on hig vigit to their village, to the Governor Gene
eral, IMr. Hensey ,as the legal representative of the miggion ,to the -
provincial governmor, & local miggionary to the district commissaire,
and Mark Njoji to the local admigigtrator, If allowed to eveolve their
own church polity,withbut any outside 1nf1uénce in ghaping it,it seems
inevitable that thig political gystem will characterige it to & congid~



able degree, In fact, tho i believe that the native Christiang should
wltimtely decide’ what polity they shall adopt,it seems desirable that
they shall be largely guided till they have reached & stage of spirite

al discernenmt where rank will not exert too glemoroug an influence

in determining the outstanding fearubes of that polity,

The State hag based its native political control on the clan
gystem of the ancient regime, The State ofiicials geck out the highest
ranking hesu man in the caln,end appoint him the paramount chief of the
State over the clan, The other men of rank are the ranking village-
‘chief or head men,and the femily and sub-family heaas, To enable thege
men to enjoy phe prestige necegsary to enforce the requirements of the
State the clan and village chieis are given medals which designate
their rank,and which they usually wear sugpended on a chain about their
necks, The head men of lower rank do not receive medals, but they are
glven certificates vhich designate thelr rank., The aim ig to make the .
suthority o.f each of thege men coterminous with his authority in the
ancient scheme of the native clan orgsnligation.

Under the State the chiefs enjoy congiderable authority. When
they are men of energy they comané. genuine respect and fear, Mean chiefs
take much edvantage of their rank and oppregs their subjectg. vhiefs h
have the. right to regulate native life in accordence with the accepted
traditions of the people, They are also commigsioned to enforsce all
lawg of the Colonial government enacted for their adminisgtration, and
all orders of their local white superiors, This law enforce ment requires
their suppression of all violations of both the traditionsl and the
colonial gtatute laws, To this end they can imprison as long as fourteen
dsys, can administer corporsl punishment by flogging,and can require la-
bor of the prisoners during their incarceration, Practically any case

ghort of murder can be adjudicated by them, when agreeable to both par
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ties, It ig difficult for individusls in remote places to eppeal to
the colonial authorities without their sanction, 'the elders may judge
acage according to their ancient custom, but the chief has the leagl
right to reject their decision when he go degires, This is a big and
dangerous augmentation of the authority of the head man, but the co=
lonial government feels the need of & more dependable authority than
that of the a.n_cient group of elders, So their legal authority has been
diminighed to practically nil and that of the chief hag taken both
their place,and a congiderable group of additional prerogatives, However
most chiefs seeck to carry on their ¢udicial work wunder the tradition =
al forms, When the elders remch their decision the chief amounces it
ag his decigion, and pr(;ceeds to enforce the judgment by his authority
as a govermment chief, |

'he maintenance of law and order and of public works, require
the exertion of gtrong local authority, mespect for this autBority mt;st
be meintained if it isg to be effective, Abuse of authority by chiefs
mugt, therefore, be punished by colonial officials with the utmost
ceution legt they destroy that reverence for the chirf that law en~
forcement and public work regquire, Therefore the power of mtive rdlers
hag been increased,and is sometimes upheld in the face of apparent jus-
tice for the sake of the morale of the law enforcement.- |

1t i3 easy to gee that the growihg power of native political

leaders is likely to lead to an expectation on the part of the native
Christian leaders of a pogition of suthority in the church éorrvsponding
to that held by their political rriends in their spheres. They are like-
ly to feel these two reaséns urging them to strengthen their authority ;
a8, maintenance of sufricient regpect to make their admiﬁistrat:.oneffi—

cient requires this authority , and b, Fhe guppreggion of abuses in
tue church requires it, In primitive society the mejesty of spiritual



Fa Lk
rightepusnegs alone wiil not gecure the needed efrect in suppressing
abuses, Lven in the church the adminigvrators must pe upheld by the
feeling on the part of those governed thut thelr pogition ig ohe or
congiderable authority, and their word requires obedience, Church lead-
ers are likely to went thig authority to become & recogniged attrioute
of certain ofiices in the c¢hurch, And the political suthority of their
kingmen under white super-administratorg,will as shown above, provide

them with a ready model on which to seeck the fashioning of their author-

ity.
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CHAPTEX THREE
Central Congo Society.

I. The Family,

the ultimate social wnit of Congo is the familf.,And the 1
largest extension or the family is the tribe, Usually , o course, uvhe
family ig not thot of as so embracing, but there is , neverthelesgs, an
actual traditional feeling of family unity in the tribe, In gome parts
of Congo Belge tribal unity wes sometimes maintained in politiee prior
to the advent of the wh.ite. men,

‘the trive in its widest s<nse, may pe taken to mean a col-
lection of cluns recoe;xizir;g a common ancestor or tribal hero and
founder, whe ¢lang compoging the tribe will pe found to gpeak the same
language. There will be decided dialectical differences but the bagie
vocabularies and constructions will be the 'same, The tribe ,in this se
genge,is simply the enlarged family wnit, |

The name oi she tribe occupying the central Egquatorial part of
Congo Belge is the Mongo-Nlumdo tribe, There are people in this section
known by other nemes, ag the Mbole, the kkonds and the Nkole, but these
are reelly sub-divigions of the same tribe, Coummting in bthe aboriginal
Batswe or Bushmen , the popualtion of this tribe will mmmber nearly a
million, But thege Batswe are not the same tribe, They are usually
gpoken ot ag the inrerior of the two. Phygiecally they are sgomewhat
gmaller than iheir conguerors, They are shy , and are thererore more
aifficult to keep umder the discipline of the long training required to
make them wedl educated, In meany placeg they are eagier to win to
Christianity than their iﬂongd-ﬂhmd.o lordsg, Tnicr mental inreriority

to the Mongo-Nkundo has not veen proved,tho many belleve them inferior.
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All the Mongo-gkundo trace back their ancestry to the great
hero Liyansa, The State attempts to trace the ancestry of all para-
mount chiefs to this tribal hero, Whether Liyanga was a real charace
ter or ig flctitious is of little mportamé to ug. For the gtory eé—
tablishes the general acceptance of this group of their common origin,
This fact is of sociological value, and in the church it ig probable
that _those who ghare this tradition will feel a natural tendency vo form
a8 uwnit in the church , binding them in a specially close gpiritual union,

The clan apd its sub-divigsions has already been treated in the
preceding chapter, Of courge the clan heads were expected to be able to
establigh their lineal descent from Liyunga, And sub-chiefs were expect-
ed to establish theix: descent irom thoge whomheld the corresponding po-
sit.faons in Liyanga®'s day, Of course where usurpers egtablished their |
rule for a considerable period of time the family was accepted as the
ranking family of the village,or even of the clan,

It hag beem pointed out that the clan heads wer e of the
reputed descendents of Liyanze, So the clan, like the tribe , ig sime
ply an enlarged family unit, less comprehengsive than the tribe, It ié
compoged of people of common origin, tho its members are not necessari-
1y of actual blood kin; A man's blood kin are called his *ilomgo.” In
the cage of the clan head it does mot foldow that all the members of 'his
"ilongo" outrank the members of other families in the clan, It is only
those whoge relationship to the clan heaa is close enough to ensble them
to succeed to the headship itself that emjoy sny indiwidual renk by
reagon of that kinship, That is the clan heaa has a larger and & smalle
er family, The smaller family is made up oi his cloge kin, Any male mem—A
ber. of this smeller family isg eligible to succedd to the clan neadsbip.

The right to a voice if afrairs of the immediate family is not usually

recogniged beyond third or tourth cousins,
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If members of difierent clans intermarry, a ments family wi.il
na.tu.rally be inter-clan, ¥or a man's family is co-extensive with his
blood relationsghip, And the relationship is traced thru both the rfathe
er*g and mother's families,

It is necessary to pay close attemtion to the terminology of
kinghip,,for this is»a. true index to the native conception of proximity
of rela..on,snithe inheritance of its rights and duties, The actual fathe
er of a man ig not the only one who enjoys the rank of father over him,
For the father*s brothers are called fathers also, and the father's
sigters sre "women fathers,” And these possess the righte demoted by
their titleg, The real father ,unlegs the head of the femily, ig not
allowed to give his daughter in merriege without the consent of his
brothers and sisterg, and also of his uncles ,aunts, hig father, grand-
fether and other close relatives, 'he right of maternal sunts and uncles
mugt algo be recognized, They seldo m have & deciding voiee in family
projects, but they share 1i1 itg results, tor example in paying for a
wife the motherts family mmust be satidfled as well as the father s,

Begides the 1immediate family there ig the village ramily,
Phis is co-extensive with the group opreviously designated ag the
larger family;so #ar as the larger family are residents of a gihgle
village, But in the village that gramp which recogniges that all its
members are of common recent ancestry make up the village family, they
do not always know just how cloge is the relation between some of the
members of the group, They mey not all addregs each other by termg of
kinghip, 1et the relationship is too cloge to permit of intermarriage.
Merriege between members of this group is congidered incestuous , and
incest is & heinous ofrense among Congo people, As already noted two

or more of such families may live in & single village, Lach of these
families maintaing ity identity, and lives in a geparate part of the
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village, Inter-marriage between thegse groups is permisgsible, provided
of course, blood kinship does not exist between the parties seeking

merrisge., Between more distant relatives in the village family iliicit
relations are sometimes winked at, but they may not lead to legal mars
riage, But iIf conception results it becomes a public scandal, and may
lead to serious quarrels between the mehbers of tue immediate feamilies
concerned, There wag recently such & case at Lotumbe, Relatives of the
boy and girl, all Ghristi;.ns » agked advice of the migsionaries, Since
the relationghip was gso distant as not to be exactly traceable the mige
glonkies gaid that the moral standards of the church regquired them to i
marry, But the heathen relatives of the girl were loathe to yield to
such a “lowering * of their moral code, The girl suffered migcarriage,
and nearly died., Hd the boy been under ordinsry native jurisdiction

the family of the girl would have required a large money payment, Had
she died they would habve demsnded the price of a wire, Family dignity
eould only have been mainiained by enough cash to remové the moral
gtigna, This high-priced family honor ig one of the most trying prob-
lems of the young Congo church., Thig will be seen in vhe problem now

to be congidered,

II, WARTAGE,
Merriage in Congo is a familial rather than an individual

trangaction, The right to the marriage relation is that of the regular
hugoad and wife only, but the securing and maindaining of the relation
ig the mutual affair of the two families, and not just of the two in-
dividuals contracting merriage,

A girl may be sold into marriage by her father and responsible
relatives without eben mentioning the affair to her beforchand, This is

umagual, but her willing consent is by no means necegsary, Uirlg are
usvally married to old men, They take the marriage as a matter of course,
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1t is cugtom. Their families have the right to thus mate them, and it
would be sghameful to remain umarried, If they want to form other re-
lations later there are ways of manag ing, So why protest.? A girl ié
usually pledged by an initial payment while she iz still quite young,
This is added to from time to time so that when she reaches puberty she
she may become a wife of her purchaser without the delay of getting th e
money together, ~nother reason for this early c¢linching of the purchage
is that the supply of wives lg not sufficient to meet the demand, Natur-~
ally in a socliety that is polygeneous there will not be enough women to
sppply all demands; .since the number of women is only about the same as
that or the men,

The French dowry name of “dot™ hag been gemerally adopted to
degignate the marriage price paid for a wife, and it wili be uged in the
remainder of this thegis. The payment of the dot glves the husband pri-
marily,but his family in general, a large degree of legal control over
the wife, They cdll her their property and she does not regent the term,
Before the dot is sufficient to enable the purchaser to take the woman
all respongible mempers of her family muet give their conaent.to the mar-
riage, 1If thig is neglected they are almost sure to become a sgore .
trouble to the husband until he has satisfied their impecunity., He is
likely to get off much cheaper by paying the whole bunch in advance,

If they are not ssatisfied they will demand cancellation of the mar-
riage if there iy immediate pros(peét of & better bargain elsewhere.

The hugband hasg the right to the wifely labor of his mate, This
means the planting and care of a garden,the preparation , for his ooh—
gumption, of the food therefrom, or of any other food with which he ma:y
provide her, She must provide him with mater for drinking and bathing,

must keep his premises in order and provide wood for his fire, and keep
the fire going,
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The dot does not make the woman a glave from the native viewpoint,
It ig a peenliar feature of native thinking that a wife who hag not been
paid for, or for whom only a part of the required dot has been paid, i ®
congidered a glave, L1n their quarrels these delinquent hugbands will
tafint their wives as being slaves, since they have not paid for them,
The rcason 1g that wives are higher priced than glaves, and algo that
glaves wére frequently gecured in war without any money payment. never-
the legg, even in native thinking, there iz a close analogy in some re-
gpects between the position oi « wiie and vhet oL w sglave, As already
noted , gshe ig the "property’ of of the husband and his iamily. She is
legally subject to corporeal punishment by ner mugband for misdemeanor
either moral or in failure to tulfill her husbned's demands in work or
in the marital relation, Her social and religious lite are theoretically
under the control of her huéba.nd. And ghe is suppogsed to pay him ex-
travegant reepect; but even heathen hugbands ugually eare wige enough not
not to demand too much of fulfiliment of their legel rights in such things,

‘ihe dot does not give the hmgband the right to sell hisg wife.

Thig another outstending difiference between uhe gtatusg of tne wife and
that of a2 glave, Lf the marrisge the hmgbund is digsatisfied with the
wife he may demand that her family take her back and restore his dot,
or substitute a gatisfactory wife,but he nug to prove her a digooediemt
or wnfaithiul wite before he has a legal right to demand restitution o f
the dot. And such proof is frequently dirricuit to produce,especially
if her family do not have another and more profitable marriage in view,
If the hugpand forces his wite to leave him he has no legal right to
demand resgtitution of hig dot mouey, if he grossly mistreats her her

femily hag the traditional right to take her from him wi.hout the res-
titu
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tution of the dot, Lt her family is o:r much more intluence than hers
they may sometimes enforce this right to the full,but not otherwise, If
he ahs a considerable influence wiih natéve auchorities he will get a
large part if not all his money returned.

Tne wifets family cannot wilfully take her away from hner hms-
band, But they may teke her from him if he hes grossly mistresed her;
or if she hag ingisted on relesse from the marriage as obnoxioﬁ t0 her,
But it is common tor her family .0 make contimuance or the marriage
contrect untenable i1 opportunity for a much netter bargain presents it-
gelr, They may insist with her that she pick a quarrel witn her mgband
that will slienate them, Since she owesg & higher allegiance to her own
kin than to her hgband who is not or the glightest relation to her,
gshe usuakly followstheir commands. Also if a woman wants to leave a »e
really oppregsive harem magter, her family often forces her to remain
with him, wnlegs they have good prospects or enother acceptable murriage
for ner, For her leaving will necessi.ate an eariy repayment or the dot,
and since this was appropriasted by verious individ.uals immediavely on
its patment, they are unable or unwilling to raise the money., Failuwre
to repay ii will mean vne imprisémpent of the faiher or gome 6tner
cloge relative,often till tne deserting wife returns to her husband or
the dot is refunded,

Young men are seidom in a position t0 pay down as large an
initial dot & 0ld men, ihe result is_that most of the young women goO
into the harems of tne oid men and tue young men go wireless, ‘inis phage
or tue marriage question can pest be treated a..’n_:ter & gtudy of fh.e insti-
tution or polygeny.

shere are three arguments for poiygeny always in the minds

of Congo men, They are
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(8) Sevisraction or sexmal pagsion ;(b) sconomic advantage ; (¢) Soo-
ial presivige, <he rirst of these ig rarely mentioned , but neverth‘ejleés
is the bagic reason for the exigtence of the ingtitution. If i. stood
alone, however, it wou.d be the eagiest support of polygeuy to overcome,
¥For even heathen peopie are usually abhamed to argue ior the .arem on
this point, their immate mo.al genge being repulsed at an open expres-
gion of its essential beastislity, But the lustful harem master has m
more looxly foundations to build his defensges upon, and so glosses
this one over, ;na almgot forgets thst it is .he real doundsation of the
institution of the harem,

The economic argument is aouole-neaaed, ror both the buyer
and geller scek to prorit by the transaction, Of‘ten_a. mau with many
gong ana no daughters wounld be glea if wives were free, or better still
caaried aowrieg, ag in some European countries.Buv uvhe man witn many
daughters and no gous declares just as emphatically ag the harem masgter
“women are our bank,” And the average family, vhere the sexes are
about evenly aivided, is wiiling to let things siaundi as they are,

rrimitive gociety hag no sound means of gtoring wealth, But
weelth mugt either be gtored or invested in profit bearing enterprises
it tue owner ig to continume wealthy, scarcity of legal money, a.nn the
danger or its theft, if stored, make increage of wealth in Uongo society
thru storage very diriicult, ‘ne practical mesng,iueieiore, IOr GOn=
timuing attained wealth and for inereasing it, is investment in humen
beings, slaves anu wives, The colonial government has forbidden slavery
go wives are the only means of accumulation left,

Thé girength of this argument is, courr ary to its apparemt
gignificance, ine same &s uhat pregented unaer (a), ror this arrangement

enables the o0ld men to get mogt of tne young women in their harems,
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Therefore most of the young men are witnhout wives, Lt LS jusi iwse b
the interest bearing nature of the old men®sg inves‘txﬁent comeg in, kor
hig young wiveg form 111ic1t relafions with their young lovers. ‘the old
men ig not slow to discover such csses., ouch a young man becomes hisg
lackey, He must bring the old man payments of money when .demanded, He
must give him choice parts of game he may kill, and oecasionally a whole
animal, He must build the o0ld man & hduse or clear a garden plot for
him, He gather*s heavy wood for the o0ld man‘sg fire, In fact he perform s
enough labor for this old gentlemen, were 1f directéd in gain-getting
employment, to earn epough to pey for a wife in a few years, But when
these few years are u.p he hag not paid & cent townrd & legal wife, be-
cauge his gain has all gone to maintain his right to the concublanl re-
lation already fromed, iruly thig wife is the old man®s bank, He has
been repaid capital with contimued interest on his oriéinal investment
and still has his investment intact.

Another of the economiec arguments of the polygenist ig a
bit less questionable fromthe moral standpoint. He argues that if he
hes only one wife, ana she gets sick, he will have no one to cook for
him and provide for hig other needs, And further stili, tho his wives
are all in good health, several women can provide an ampler wmema then
one, Egpecially ig .hig true when the variety of the memu will depend
chiefly on each wife*s eftorts at production asg well as in prepération
of the food, And other cares than that of food can be more abundantly
agsumed by the hands of many than by those of one only., 50 the polyge=-
nigt expects better .living than +the monogenist.' In ancient heathen
gociety this argument was true to facts, and still is in most of the
heathen villages, in time it seems certain that the financisl support

of plural wives will become a burden, and then this economic argumeny
will break down,
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ihe third argumeng eor polygeny, that of social prestige, exerts
a fascinating influence over many congolese, Africang, as all other so0-
clevies, make wealth the chief criterivn of gocial pre-eminence, So it
i1s because many wives make much wealth that he many-wived man occupies
& high place in gociety., Fortunately smoboery ig unknown to this aris-
tocracy, men may boast their social pre~eminence and in the game breatth
seck marriage with the daughetr of the poorest and lowléest member of
the clan, Socidl prestige geinsg ease, honor, and may sacrifices to ones
ghogt after death, But does not create a clags,
Young men feel that theyowe it to the homor of their families
to take over the wives left by their fathers, uncles, brothers, ete.,
for thus the pre-eminent social pesition of thefamily is retained, To
reject these honors is to lower the fmilg‘u pregtige ag well as onels
own, More Christian young meu cleim this motive in taking over the )
wives left by deceased relatives than all other reasons combined, 1t is
algo the Pirst reason agsighed by heathem for similar sction., if & men
refuses to take over hlg family inheritgance of wives hig ranu.ly agseils
him with the bitterest invective for his family disloyalty, and declare
he hag disgraced them all,
Herewith is a summary of the chief points in the marriage
cugtomg, most of them already treated in more detaili
1. Marriage is an alliance between two families, in ;he meking of
which the Imgband and wife, especially the wife, does not necessarily
have & voice, .
2, The woman becomes the wire of only one man in the family, but is the
property of the whole family, and at the husband*s death may be given
by the family council to any member of the family, Her consent ig not

necessary to this new alliance, The new husband will pay the family a
gsamll additional smount,
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5o ihe dot isg g
&, The purchage price of the wife, 1t iz never fully completed, r
refurrent payments being demanded from time to time till the woman's 4
desth; '
b, ¥ partlal guarsntee against gross mis-treatment, as such conduct
gubjects the iusband to loss ox both wife and money.
c. A partial guarantee of the permanence of the marriage, as the de-
sertion of the wife necessitdtes the return of the dot by her fam-
ilysand the husband cannot sell her to others except thru her femily,
80 will not drive her away,
Polygeny is;
a, sugtained becauge of (1) lust, (2) wealth, (5) sosial pres.ige.
be It draws most of the women, young as well ag old, into the har-
emg of old men,

¢. '‘herefore many young men cannot obtain legal mates,

d, But they formillicit relationg with young women in the harems,
end in order to uaintaln such relations pay the legal hugbands
in money and service,

e. Both or either party to an illicit relation may be severely p
panished if the women's lmgband sgo desires. In thig way prom

migcuity is greatly limited,

£, The wrong of illicit marriage relations is an economic ome,not
e moral one,

g ﬁenoe gexunl immorality, when not economically objestionable,

usually arouses little protest.

h, ihig faci hag led mogt non-missionary whites, and eien some mis-

sionaries. ,$0 oppose the abolition of the doy, on the ground that the

elimination of the economic restraint would result in moral
chaos,
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A summary of intér-cle.n relations is necegsary to complete the

survey of the social econditviong of the Congolese,
Before the congquest of the comtry by Belgium there were fre-

queht inter-clan warg. In some cases these warg were almest continuous .
They were csused; (1) By migratopy clans seeking to settle in lands al-
ready occupied. (2) By efiorts to extort tribute, (5) Lust for booty,
especially slaves. (4) Oure love of fighting , (») Genuine emmity ,
(6) perhaps mosy frequently of all by property quarrels, frequently
a difierence about a wiie. rrequently neighboring clans lived on friemd-
1y relations. In such cases inter-clan relations in marriage, visiting
and trade were sugtained. ]

The emmity besween hostile clang wasg bitter, No inter-marriage
took place between hogtile clans exscept with women captidred in war,
Xuch women were congidered o8 sglaves ond not ag wiver Members o1 & rul-
ing clan frequently purcjased wives in a tributary elan, but the subject

clansmen got few if any wives fromuheir magters,

neserences on Chapter three;
Dye, Mrg, mve : Bolenge , Chapg, 2, 5, 4 , 11l.
Hensey, A, F, 3§ My Children of the Forest , chaps. 9, i1, 14, & 1,
Smith, Herbert : Phe Call of the Congo ,Book &, chaps. 5=, Book L1

¢hap, 5.
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CHaPTER FOUR .,

The Economie Situation,

~ Economic conditions are chenging very rapidly in the Belgien
Congo(1t), The present study attempts only a bpare outline of economi ¢

conditions, but enough to show its rapidly changing nature,

what were the economic conditiung prior to the advent of the
vwhite man? There was a fairly sbundent supply of game in the forest,
and of fish in the rivers and swamps, But Lhere was always the necessity
of capturing these animals under natural conditions mogt obgtinately
registant, The recsult wag generally a meagre supoly, witn many days,and
gometimes weekg abgolutely without flesh foods, Of garden produce cook-
ing bab anag and an interior type of meige were tue mogt important,
Manioc wasg & gtaple food in some sections, but its culture had not pen-
etrated to any large degree into the remote villages of the equatorial
country, The rien, oily palm nuts were a mogt important articlc of diet.
Several varietieg of yams were gpargely grown, An inrerior type of gweet
pokato was everywhere, several varieties ?f tasty greens were eaten,v
and & red pepper of a’fiery qualivy was consumed in inordiente quanti-
tieg, Wild fruits of many varieties were eaten, but were not conside;ed.
an important part of the diet, Manioc and rice are tne only imporisnt
additions lately made to thisg diet,and msnioc was alredy rapidly péne-
trating into the interior before the advent of the white, Manioc is
rapidly teking the place of firegt importance, Beans and improved sweet

potatoes and Endian corn promise to become important artieles of diet.

Palmer, 8,8, ¢ Uongo Migsionary Report for 1924, 12-17,



Tpe blacksmith was fhe most honored eraftsman of the ehcient
system, Some scientific authorities believe that the Negro wagthe
inventor of smelting iron, and forging iron tools, At any rate
tools of a high degree of utility are found thruout Black Africa.
Some smiths became so expert in tempering these tools as to make
the metal approximate gteel,

. Cloge after the blacksmith in honor and importance wasg the
hewer, He hewed out dugout canoes in which white men have not been
able to meke woith while improvement, Tne wooden call drums are
gecond only t0 the cenceg im importance.and in tne difficulty of
mamufacture, Chairs , stools, mortars and other hougehold articles
were faghioned by the hewer, 1

X1] men were hmters or fishers, The importance of men in se-
curing the family food supply h.s been greatly under-estimated by
gome writerg, It is not true that Congo men led an indolent life,
They did not , indeed, labor stremously ; neither did the average
woman, but there were iew days of good weather when & man aia not
spend several hoursg in tne hmnt, in putting his game fences in ordesx
in clearing grvund for a garden, in building, or in some other
worth while employment,

Phe rapid commercial developmeB® Of the (ongo has had at least
two out-gianding social efiects: (1) <“Therapiu Qhanging of village
life , and Pnc development of an abgolutely new type of native 80~
cial order in the great commercial centers,

There is no village so remote vhat foreign produce does not
penetrate there, it least salt, cheap cotton goods, work knives ,
and irom barg for conversion by the native smiths into the ancient

type of tools gp everywhere, The iron smelter has disappeared,
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It is cheaper and much eagier to buy irom bars or a better guality
or iron rrom Europe. Asthe people become more sophisticated more
and more of the exteinsls of eiviligation appear. Bbut it is nos
simply the appearance or these articles among them that aenotes a
changing life,rhesc social changes are of deeper signigicances.

Some villages have been practically wipeda out by the coﬁ-
mercial advance, wnat is the inhabitants have left their original
villages and have gone sway vo work for white men or their black
clerks, Since the village is the primary uunit ot society in tne
settlemént or tne people, it veing based on family organigation,
thig disrupiion o4 tue village measig tusiu vhe old familial orgen~
igation is being broken up, or badly sasken. Lt has not yet yielde
ed t0 indiviaualism, but rebellion against it icmore and more a.p-.-
parent on the part of ambitiops individuwals, Individual acquigi-
tion as against family acquisition , ig ultimately to create & —
gociety that isg either individualistic or ramkial in the narrow
fmerican sense of & men and his own chiid.en, whne pregen. tendeufyy
is decidedly toward tne indiv.dualisiice

jhe influense of vhe kuropean centers on the future life of
the colony is dbound to be great, ln view of tne chaosic moral,
gocial and religious conditiuns there existent , these centers are
the source of gravest concern to the country, All classes realize
this, but the State alone of the foreign elements ahs attempted to
grapple with the problem with determination, It does not claim to
have done more than to have curbed the license.of the disloceted
gocial life Dy & cloge police supervision, In his recent book,
I*Empire Colonial Belge, M, Pierre Daye describes these centers as

follows ; "The civiliged quarter is the black whom we have .(1)

(1) Daye, Plerre 3 1*Enpire Colonial Belge, p. 207



snatched from his surroundings, of whom we have made an uprooted
person; who, without having been ahle to asgimilate our civiligation
has nevertheless adopted and more or less digested parcels of it,
and who, a distinctive sign, considers himself infinitely superior
to the *nativet the *bosehji*., ¥ Mr, Daye then proceeds to depict
some of the memacing traits Acha.racteriutic of these agglomerations,
He declares ,"Thieves men and women,prostitutes , traffickers in »
progtitution, and their sustainers, perasites of every kind, hide
themdelves egsily with their fpiends, They are the open sore of
Kinghaga, ., Thefts are congtant. Venereal diseages develop increas—
ingly. ihe mumber of births ig infinitesimal, * He algo thinks
rightly‘ that thege centers furnish fertile soil for pen-Negro prop-
aganda, Evil ag are these centers they are abgolutcly essemtial
to the commercial development of the country,

¢ogquilhatville , the chief center of the Equator District, is
the largest primary shipper of gum copal in all the world.its ship-
ments of palm products are algo large, and may eventually té.ke a
pre-eminemnt place,

it i becoming very difficult to gather food to supply the
native workersi in these centers, .his is a real problem at
Cogquilhatville, and at linghasa it has rescheu a very acute stage.

By emergetic policing, strict law enforcement, improved san-
tary oconditiong, and other active measures, the utate im trying to
meet its obligations to these centers,

Catholic churches of real cathedral type hold frequent sers
ylces. Catholic missions do little elge in these places,so their in-
fluence ig not ag great as it outwardly appears.Protestent missions

appear ingignificant, and their influence ig in accordance witvh

their outward appearance,
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Faith of the Fathers c.ccccccoe

Most Bantih people have no clearly defined conception of a
gingle , supreme God, Yet one feelsg that this conception is con-
gtantly in their sub-conscious thinking, and that occasionally it
almost breaks vhru to a clear, life-ghaping faith., .e Roy says;

“ When one hag lived & long time wﬁh ow: primitives, so that one
is able to be accredited as one of them, and that entering into
their life and mentality, ome becomes proficient in their language,
their practices and their beliefs, one soon comes to this conclusion,
thatback of ail one calls their nature worship, their animism, their
fetishism,there runs everywhere, real and living, tho often more or
less veiled, the notion of a guperior uvod, superior to memn, to ghosts,'
to epirits, and to all the rorces of nature, The other beliezs are,
indeed, variable, like the ceremonies which accompany themn § bu.t
thig one is universal and fundamental, * (1) _

Most writers on the Bantu attest the same faith in various
parts of the comntry. (2)

Among the Mongo-Nkundo tribegmen the name “Ngakomba'’ ig wni-
versel, 1fme group of the rawest heathen are asked who c@tﬁ the
earth,the answer is instant and vnanimous “Nzakomba“ ¢ The same
angwer ig secured to any question as to the origin of any of the
detalled features of the world, But if asked to define their idea
ag to the nature of God “Nzakomba®, the results are usually nega-
tive. They do not lmow what he is like, He is not & man and is ﬁot

like man, He is not worshi.pt nor feared, He is not loved nor hated,

1) Le Roy, A, ¢ Ja Religion des Primitifs, D.171
(2) Collé des Peres Blancs : Ja Notion de Dieu chez les Bashi.Ve in
Cengo for June 1925, .
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What is he and what dées he do? There is no intelligible answer,
Native Chrigstian leaders frankly admit that their ancestors were
entirely ignorant of the existence of God., And certainly inthe
definite gense of a loving, watchful Father, as the Christian
conceives Him, the Congolese did not and do not imow God agide from
those who have accpeted the gospel. Since no worship wasg paid to
g0od he wags none-existent in their religious life, But is seems only
fair to ackmowledge that in a vague,amunformilated, non-religious
and non-philogophic way, there was a recognition of a supreme,a
ereator God, K (1)

2hat is the religion of the Mongo-Nkundo? The answer will
depend largely on ones conception of what constitiz.tes religion,
Le Roy defines religion as the #a “Sum totel or beliefs , obli-
gations and practices by which men recogniges the supern.tural
world,performg his duties toward it and asks its assistence.” (¢)
He recogniges that this definition does not cover magic, supersti-
tion, ietishism,etc.,but he says that these are not religion, He
makes up religion of t hese four things;

1. Dogma - the belief in and the inspiration by the super-
natural, )

2. Morality-~ commands and prohibitions of conduct, thru the
supernatural

5+ Worship ~ the ritualistic expression of attitude toward
the divinity or supernatural,

4, Sacerdotalism — the organizstion of worghip,

(1) Tenghe, Pere Basile :La vulie de Dieu chez les Kganbdi ., in
Congo for October, 1v25.

rraser, bonald : Wimning a Primitive People , D. 129 £,
Livre d*'0r de la pigsion du Lessouto, p. tso ff,

Overbergh, Cyr, ¥an : Jes Bangala , 277-279.
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Among the Mongo-Nkundo tue firgt three of these features of
religion are found, and the rudiments of the fourth, tho there ig
no developed sacerdotalism, Tho worship wag not organiged it fole
lowed somewnai defined lincs,Anu no rurther thing 1s needea 10 von-
gtitute religion in worship,

in thig thesis the lines between religious and p.actices ana
magicel beliefg and practices will not ne closely drawm., +tor the
teo are so interwoven that they are not altogether separable, Be-
gides the moral and spiritual reaction to each line of thot is sd
ginilar chat for ordinary purpoges it would seem logical to treat
magical beliefs and practices as religious,

yne of tne rirst names encountered in tnc gtudy of the
gpiritual conceptions is ~“ngekomba, ‘Thig name has already been t
treated ag the name for the Ureasor Veity. uu this is the occase
ional uge of the term, znda geemg vo be & magnifiea conception orA
the same teim &g used in every day life, in this workaday ugse of
the verm uhere are &s meany ‘nzakomba® ag there are people, .hat
18, each individual hag hig “ngakompa“, .. does not seem that uh
tney agsociate this veing with the spirit of the person, Lhis
nzakomba ig apparently a spirit, They do not worsaip him, dis
office is to take care of hisg creature , his humen being, If &
man hag a successful mmt he attributes hig sguccess to nis-nsa.ko-
mba ,and openly flatters this gua.dian angel, exclaiming, * My ,
1L haye & good godf " But if his muut for some time is rewarded
with meagre or no succegs , he becomes peeved with his god, &nd
publicly complains or his laginess, hig thotlessness ,and general
worthlegsness. Ln all these relstions vheire geems never to be a di-

gedp gddress of worghip to this veing, Lf ne aoes well ue has been
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gimply fulfilling his mtursl functions, But when he fails to help
it is vut right to scold him for failing tuv do what one hag a right
to expect of him, All one's successes or failures in life, &re
therefore , rated as succesges ot fallures of ones pergonal ngakow
mbe; To praise him may stir him up to greater activity that praise e
of hig greatness may contimue. To scold him for negligence should
gtir him to action lest his divine reputation be irreparably lowered.

There appears to be no tradition as to inter-relations bew:.
between these personal deities.Mor is there any clear docirine as
to the fate of a man's ngakombe when the ma.n dies, Perhaps the
thot isg that each mant's ngakomba occupies the same relation to his
digsembodied spirit that it nekd to the living man,

We now come to thel congideration of gpirit worship, a spirit-
wal experience of the primitive univerﬁally recogniged as religious,
fmong the Congolese there are the two kinds of spirits, ancestral
ghogts, and the free spivits peopling rorests, gireanms, ga.rdens.etc.

Ancegtral ghosts are universally reverenced. (t) When anyone

dies the relatives are expected to mourn in heé.rt-broken faghion,
" Mailure to do so shows lack or sorrow and honor of the dead, but
worge stiil, gubjects the living relatives to great danger. For
should the the ghogt of the departed be displeased at lack of-dm
honor it may come back and vigit trouble onany or all the relatives,
not necessarily on the one failingto show proper respect, At
(1) 3 wnod,Henri 3 Les Ba-Ronga , in Bulletin de la Societé Neu~-

3 . chateloise -~ Tome X. p. 579 -

- Overbergh, Cyr. : Les Bangela , p. 271 '
Le Roy, A, s lLa neligion deg Primitifs , D. 275
Milligen,R.H, sThe Jungle Folk of Atrica , 252-259
Livre 4*0r de la Miggion du Legsouto , p. 150
Frager , Donald : Winning a Primitive People , p. 1<0

Bantu Belieis and magic , Pp. 27=5%
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Lotumbe a young man was drowneda, Hig family ingisted that his wife
should fast: (abstaining from all the more palatable foods for som
time,. ) vhey algo insigted that she should say certain prayers and
chants for tvhe dead,should wear mourning, and should not bathe for
a gpecifled tvime, These were the customary marks of honor ghown to
the dead, Refusal to conform to this custom subjects the family as
well as the guilty person to danger of vengeance irom the ghost.,
Sickness, finagial reverses, or even death might result. moreover
fallure to conform to custom would ve taken to0 indicate that the
wife hed willed her husband®s deavh, and had pogsipbly accomplished
it by means of magic. Bes#ides the wife was the p.operiy o. the fom-
ily and refusal to mourn was a sort of intolerable ingubordination.
Some people mowrn for the dead for about a year after tue
death. Since relatives ghosts are likeiy to avenge lack of reverence
various calamities are attributed to them, Sicknuss is generally
believed to be due to ghosts or other spirits or gorcery, .n times
of epidemics many sacrifices and prayers are orfered to the.gmsts.
when the influenge epidemic was raging in 19i0-19 so many chickens
were offered to the ghoststhat it was difficult to buy them after-
wards, tho they had been plentiful bef,ore. Numerous casges of such
offerings come to mind, but they cannot be recounted here,

Ghogus of men of outgtanding position naturalliy hold pre-em-
inent plac.ea in the ghost world,sofer as the worsghip of the liv‘ing"
igs concerned. When a chief dies not only hig tamily, _bp.t all his
gubjects join in homoring him, Even neighboring ciieis and their
gubjects take an sctive pert inthe éeremonies. This averts suspicion
of secrét disposal of & rivel, and prevents the dead chief from

gtirring up his kinsmen successors in ofiice to magic efforts &=
gaingt these neighboring rulers, ° :



The mogt important possegsions of the dead are often buried
with them, or broken up and laid on the grave., It is customary,
when the owner of a houge dies, to burn the house, and cut down the
banana plantg in the rear. If asked why thisg is done the answer us-
welly is, “It is our custom.,” But it is certain that ghost wor-
ghip is the basgic reason for it. The ghost is Jealous of any one‘e
else enjoying his property and may avenge its appropriation,

Ghogt worship is often carried on at the grave of the dead,
When gacrifices are made, uguelly of whole or ﬁarts of animalgé
vhe rlesh is plsced on the grave, The offerer then shouts to the
chogt that there ig an offering, to come get it and see how he is
being honored,then to trouble his relatives no more, since they are
properly mindful of his honor,

There ig a kind of altar consecrated by famous hunters , or
by poor mmnters for that mat.er. It seems to be connected either
with ghost worship or with gomething like worghip for oneg tutelary
deity. However when questioned about it natives declere that it is
gimply a kind of memorial dedicated by the mmter to his own prow-
ess. It 1s called an ‘mkinde”, It 1s usually at the foot of a tree
tho it may be at the base of & banana gtalk, <Tnhe .unter builds a
light fence about’this altar, He then places ohe skulls of all the
large snimals he kills there, It is customary to throw bits of
meat into the nkinda fence when the hunter has been successful
in mmting. This nkinds ig apparently more than & mugeum, It seems
cervain that.the hunter expects that scrupupoﬁs care of it will
ingure future success in the hunt, |

In the sealing of pacts of great golemity end importance

between villiages or clang, ag at the conclusion of peace parleys,
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it was eustomary to offer a human sacrifice called 'mbeka’”, Usual-
ly e slave of no kin to the participants was chocén for the mbeke,
But one of the clansmen might be chosen, especially one muthally
conceded to have been the camse of an unneccessary war. It seemg t
that a goat or dog might sometimes be substituted, but 1# & itreaty
of importance this was not commor, Gemerally the mbeka was more of

a hostage than a sacrifice, In such cases there might be even two
moeks,, These usunl practice with these living sacrifices was to
build a erude domicile high up in the branches of a tree about
mideey between the two willages, or the territory of the clans,

the hogtage) or hostages then took up abode there, not being permit-
ted even to come down., Food and water were brot and hoisted Dy means
of a rope tied to the hﬁae of the hostage: Violation of the treaty
would ugually be avenged first vy the #leath of the hostage,then war
would likely follow, Selection ag an mbeln was practically condemn~-
ation to death , ag the exposure, inertia and lack of suitable food
g0 lowered the resistance as to cause fatal digsease in a short t;me.
Peace pacts sealed with a human mbeka were of the u tmogt solemmity
and the party that violated such a treaty was worse than the viola~-
tor of a''serap of paper,”

While ghosts of recently deeceased reiatives are the most fear-
ed of gpirits, they are not so mumerous as the roaming spirite thot
of ag resident everywhere, These are not interested any particular
individuals , but one never kmows when some caprice may lead ome of
them to take = malicious delight in tormenting some ppor hummn, T
Phis spiritual persecution may the form of iilness or of defeating

any of the cherished enterprises of life, It may mean death, A

Sshool boy at Lotumbe was blind in ome eye. When agked tne cause
of thig defect he golemnly answeread,”
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VA spirit came up out of the swamp , entered into my eye ,and put
it out.,” The doetor was called out to see a woman nearly dead of
pneumonia, She had a long eord with frequent mots on it, wrapped
round and round her wrist., a9 he entered she was feeling the
knots on this cord one after the other and mumbling, When asked
the reagon for thig her lmsband gaid she was praying to the spir-
itd to spare her life, Whether the ancegtral spirits or the 1rro-;
spongible , wandering spirits is uncertain, but most probably thé
latter, Ancestral spirits visit sieckmess upon relatives, but these
malicious spirits acthally enter into their wictims and possess
bhe, They take up their sbode in the body of the vietims, This is
why & large part of the therepeutics of the medicine man is the
casting out of the gpirits. There are multitudinous ways in which
tne casting out of gpirits is accomplighed., Some of these are ster-
eotyped methods, but the profegsional medicine man enjoys much
freedom in initiating new prastices , which he claims , and his
clients hope, will prove more effective than the conventional
prodedures, Without emmerating any of these it may be borne in
mind that they fall into the two general catagories:

8. Actual medicinal remedies, and

b, Magicael practices. |

Begides ordinary illnesses caused by residence of spirits
within one there is a distinct demon pogssession, <his is gener
ally known as '"bongoji” but in the New Testament is translated as
“bokali wa linyamo” or “bokali wa mbindo”, Native Chrigtians be-
lieve this parallel to the demon possession of tne iiew iestamemt,
phoge possessed are usually harmless. They are characteriged by

two desireg; 9Pne imsatiable desgire to run away to the forest, and
there patiently to dig a grave with their bare hands, and by the



incegsant singing of a song not previously imown to them, but which

is known and snng in a very a.ﬁnilar wey by all demon:lacs; The only
way to handle such demondacs 1is t0 paint them all over with white
clay, leaving no spot uncovered. ‘the demoniac will then remain
quietly at home, harming no ome, a.ﬁd will provide a lot of popular
amigement by dancing a weird dence and singing hig ghost song,
#u. let ham gee but a small patch of his skin unwhitemed, and he
immediately makes a break for the forest o resume hig gravedigging.
From this brief account of the Nxundo*s conception of the
gpirit worid these conclugiong naturally follow;
t. Ghogts of the (iead remain near their fromer lmma.n habitat.
P4 u.‘liey are cabable of doing good or bed to living people, esg-
pecially their own kinfolks, |
a, Therefore gecrifices and prayers, incentations and
tagts are obgerved intueir homor,
5, Migcellaneous gpirits exist everywhere,
&, 'here is no general cuit of these,
b, They are cg.peble of afflicting humens with siclkness,
or of pouessihg them an thus causing illness, mig-
fortune or even death, 2
¢. Their exorcism ig usudlly acco mplished by niagica.l meansg
tho it may be doen by actual medicines, Some people s
geem t0 pray to them,tho tnig is not usual,
4. There is no nature worship, That is trees , lakes, rivers,
etc, arevnot sacred because of gpirit possession,
It can be seen in the foregoing that there is belief in the

continued existemce, after death , of e luman soul. It seems



5

gsure, however, that the living humen wag beliuved to be in a hap-
pier state than than his ghost would be after hisg death, |

In toue practical life of the people m:ugic fills even a large r
place than animism, Some practices and beliefs are both animistic
and magical, and some practicew are mugical for one group or indis
viduel while they are animistic for other groups or iucu.vidnals."
S50 fer as my obgervation has gone fetighism is chiefly magical ,
but other careful obgervers in other gections have found it chiefly
animigtic,

Magic as practisea in the central (ongo, is of three classes;
a; Witehoraft , b,. Fetishimm ; ce Verdal formlae, ‘“The t
$hird is not widely practiced independently of theother two,s§ will
not be discusgsed separately,

retishism ig every man's magic, so will be discussed first,
What is the Ekundo's cunception of the nature of his :etighl? The
particular answer for any retish wiil have t. be formulated ror that
fetish ouly, All fetishes are believed to possess inherent magical
power for the accomplishment of sgpecific things, whis gpecific th
thing may be good or desirable ,or bad ,

How does the fetish acquire this magical quality? The answer
to this question will vary with differemt fetishes, For some fetish~
es are made of subgstances vhat are inherently magicai; Othersg are
made of things that become magical becauge of thier combinationm,
that is the componemts are nmon-magical, but they become magical by
virtue of the combination,just as hydrogen and oxygen form water by
virtue of their combination, Others are made magical by virtue of
tone repetition of magical formmlae over thep . Stiil others derive

magical power by contact with e t hat hasg great al
pover ofpitselff oo inperts this qua% 8 great magic
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whatever inanimate thing it touches, Hather it imparts it to ine-
anifnate objects of such niture as to pe .readily imbued with :
megical power, Others. appear to came to Dpogsess magical qua.li-l
ties because of the manner in which they are made. Anyone can ma.kue
this type , and so, of coursge, it ig less likely to pe powerful
than some other types which require adepts to produce them,

This non-specialist fetish has various oriices, such as pro-
tection of ga.rd.ens a.nd other property, prote::iou ot health and ]
life, infliction or even death, suscess to love affairs or aliems-
tion of lovers¢in short, almost the whoie course of life nay ve ‘
affected by them.

The "mgela* ig the most common of tuis type of ietish, The
"ngeka’” is the taboo éither gpoken or willed, A woman plants a‘

garden in a place where theft ig likely., To prevent thieving ghe

- drives up & stick at a place where it is likely to be seen by any=-

one pagsing, On the end ot this she fastens gome leaves, an egei
gshell, s few wisps of gragg, or most likely of all, a mixture of"
powdered charcoé.l, leaves dirt, animal hair,etc,, tied up in a
leaf, a rag, or & small piece of fur, She may or mzy not mutter an
incantation,over thig, Sometimes & specific curse on the violatof
of the fetish is pronounced at its erection, rew raw heathen are
bold emough to violate such a fetish, WI\v do tﬁey fear such a
thing? Because it ig maglic, and m gical things have the power of
1nf1ietix;g certain regults, Why does fire burn? 1t ig its nature.
Wwhy dogt:;use gleep, We only lmow that it posseéses thig inherent
power., "\‘:hy does the nseka kill? It is its inheremt magical na-
ture, It simpiy has tnat property. Some tnink that the nseka is _

suppoeed. to derive its power the intervention of ome's tutelary or
other



or other spirit, But 1 am convinced that the general feeling of
the natives 1 haye known is that it derives its potemcy irom its
inherent quality, which quality is aerived from the nuture o the
components of the fetish, from magicel inc:niations, erom the

will of its maker; or more likely still, from the general recoge
nition of the magical virtue of anything so set apact ,especialiy
if its aim is pumishment of its violator, To the last suwpposition

it may be objected that such an ides is wholly irrational, hence
can*t be true., But we are not seeking the rational in Congo beliefs
bht the facts , and thieg is one of the apparent facts .

All fetishes and charmg are called bote , plural bete, The
game term is uged of actual medicine, In native usage there is much
overlapping of charms and medicines, Bete are the cure-all and
the kill-all,

A common uge of a malignant charm or fetish is to plage it
about a man*sg house , hi garden or some other place where he is like-
ly to come into contact with it or unwittingly step over it, If
one does the latter he guddenly becomes ill and sgoon dies, HeAme.y
never know the murderous trick of his enemy,but hig death proves its
efficacy. Toward the end of 1912 some evangelists brot word to
Lotumbe of the death of one of their fellow evangelists one hun~
dred and fifty miles away, They were sureit was due to bote- the
murderous uge of a charm, tho neither he nor any one else had seen
the charm., A young man recemtly came to the missionary complaining
that someone had put a fetigh on his house, He dared mot emter his
houge till it was remow ed ,and naturally he dared not remove it,
fThe migsionary wens out to liist the charm and found it nothing but

& worn out belt.



Two migsionaries gpent the night in a village where there was
only one Chrigtian. They slept iua a house built for itinerant white

traderg, In the mérning the Christian brot them & small chicken as

& pregent, Shortly afterwards an older man was heard in violent dis-
pute with the Chrigtian, It developed that the dispurahit had placed
a fetigh at the front of his yard which joined that of the whité m
men*s house, By virtue of thig fetish he had the right to levy a
tax of halt a franc againgt every one who pagged with a chicken,

The Christain refused to pay the tex, hence the quarrel, But it was
interestimg to note that the Christian did not refuse on the ground
of vue falgity of the fetish ¢laim, but by virtue of the fact that
he wag a Christian, hence no longer under the law of the fetish's
operation, h

There ére fetighes that possess the power of producing rain
or gstorgs, missionaries could recount many stories of the use of 8
guch fetishes, many of which would formerly have precipitated bit-
ter inter-clan or inter-vdllage v&si \

The purposes of fetishes are protection of property or life
or enterpirses, and the infliction of hurt on enemies,

There are a few people who have very eftfective fetishes for
acquiring riches, Such charms are either lucky acquigitions or are
due to the possession of gome type of sorcerial power, Therefore
rich men are often suspected of vitcheraft .

The two men destroying animals of the country, vhe leopard
and thé crocodile, are believed to be directed in their killing of
humens by the charm of some whgard or witch. Therefore when anyone
is killed by such animalg an effort is waae to rind the sorcerer

who hasemployed him, Under the old regime such people were itied by
poison ordeals
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The medicine man enjoys various functions in vongo society.
Seldom are these all united in one man, and frequently one possess-
es only one of these prerogetives, whese offices are:
ie Uure of diseage by the use of actual medicihes, Some of

thegse medicines have real virtue, ag thei r purges,etc,, but
they are administered with neither anatomical nor chemical knowledge
and go overdoses sometimes do harm,and occasionally ceuse death.
¢, The magical power of discovering those guilty of sorcery,espec-
ially vhen diseage or death have resulted,
5« Sorcery itself. This includes the maymfecture and sle of fetish~
es, and the accomplishment by magic of their will, usually gome
deviltry eor which they have been paids the magical employ of an-
imals or eben the metamorphogis of themselvesinto animals for
the ascomplishment of some ulterior design.

‘hege are the outstanding finctions of the whole profesgsion
of medicine meu, Numerous stories of men of the wvarious types or
ot combinations of two or more of the types mighi be recounted,
ag with the fetish go with the medicine man, the secret is in the
possession of magical secrets, not usually in collugion with
gpirits, The medicine man is aided and abetted by his personal
nzakomba ,but this aid ig not, to the n:tive mind, a contradiction
of the purely magical charscier of the medicine's man's tticls,
without his posgsession of possession uf magicai gecrets his tut-
elary deity would not nelp him, And these secrets were not in thé
power and keeping of hig tutelary deity, and might be wholly un-

known to aim,



CHAP I  DIK o,
CHRISTIANIYY , A SPIRIYUAL REVOLUTLON

From the foregoing recital of social customs obtaining among
the Congolese, and of their religious practises and beliefs the
conclugion seemg to me inevitable that mogt of the practical part
of the old religlous life must go . ‘he church must not gtart on
its career fettered by the chaing of superstition and degenerate
goglal customs, It is true that the animigstic conceptions under-
lying their beliefs are baseglza fundamental fact of C!hristd.anif
and every other religion, namely the actuelity and predominsat
importance of spiritual existence., It will #1wa.ys furnish a
means of approach, and will aid in the establishment of the Chris-
tian doctrine to acknowledge this . But the Christian propagaadiét
mst never allow himgelf to be migled into acknowledging the possi-~
bility of reconciling the detalils, or parts of ithe details of the
superstitious supergtructure erected by the Congo relighonist on
the true bage of spiritual reality. This superstructure is all
“wood , hay, stubble "and is due to be consumed in the fire that
shell "prove every mxi's work,”

There ig the vague belief in God as the creator. 1t ig easy
t0 build up 0.: this the sgound faith in the one , supreme God, per-
gonzlly interested in each of his ereated children, a:dd go digplace
the miltitudinous pewsemsd and powerless personal nzakompba, in
thig one ig able to commend them ror their spiritual acuteness in
gensing the bagic fact or all true faith, while showing them that
eilrcumgtances over which they had no control led them into falge

practises and beliefs that almsot mullified the gpiritual benefits
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of their grand basic faith, cChrigtianity‘s migsion is to take them
back of their impotent personal deities, ;pirits and magic, to the
gresat, majestic wod, Creator of their own innate faith,

Again one {inds them agitated about the everyday occurrences
of life, especially those of a sudden or tragic nature, Having fi
first directed attention to the supreme veity, one must undertake
to demonstrate that this Goa alone , by his ordered universc, can
account for the facts of thisg life, Malicious gpirits cannot do it
for he would not make hig universe and then find himgelf impovemt
to prevent its spoliation by insignificant spiritual enemies.Nor
would he gurrender his power t0 evil-minded men , and allow them,
by over=reaching him, to really rob him of his supernatumal powers
for the accomplishment of their dastardly purposes,The argumenfs
here presented against belietr in malignent spirits amd olack magié
ag facts in iiie, are not so easily grasped by primitive minds as
the facts about the one wod. Most converts frum heathenism confi-
dently trust in tne one God, end pray to him to prutect them
fromthe eminent peril of evil spirits and the charmg of the enemy
and the spells of the sorcerer, These superstitions are as real ag
ever, only the vhrigtian hes a panacea, if his faith but prove ad~
equate, againgt vheir mefarious influence, Posgibly this is as fﬁ r
ag ninety nine out of every hundred converts get in their grasp of
gpiritual truth, But the reagon is not inability to grasp the full-
er truth, but the powerful back-pull of mental and spiritual in- :
értis and decay which heathen coﬁditions have fogtered and still.
gurround the convert with, make it extraordinarily diffiqult for
him to entirely free himgelf ,

The universal belief in at least a temporary contimation of
life



life after death in the ghosts of the deceaged makes an eagy point
of departure for the inculeation of the Christian déctrine of im-
mortality, Ghost cult pregemnts .he danger of the growth of ther
spiritually deadening doctrine of the invoeation of saintsg. Prot-—
estantism muat not sllow its re~ingtatement o1 the divine sonship
of all believers to be mullified by the barren docerine of the
mediation of the saints,thus re-opening the gulf between the be-
liever and God which Jesus bdbridged,. .

The doctrines that need to be presented to these people are
the gimple , bagic truths of the gospel concerning God and vegus
ag the gavior of men, These might be partially sw.mariged ag;
te Of God;

a. His unity.

b, His pergsonal qualities,

Bower , Goodnegs
Wigdom, Love
Fatherhood, Kingship
(;rea.tor ’ Omnipresence
Ze Jesus;
Son of God ¥Man
Revealer of God's will Savior
Head of the Church Friend of Beliewer
Victor over death Life~giver

Ainy complicetea philosophy built up on these doctrines will be out

of place. A simple , practical presentation or these truths some-

what ag they are presented in the New Testament is what is needed,
Success will require that Jesus shall constantly be presemied

ag the apex of all religious truth, Lvery truth taught wust find its
confirmation in Him;,
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The gospel to be presemted to a primitive people should de
Chrigto-centric, but it ghould be strictly non-secterian., it isg
safe to say that there is not a doctrine that is peculiar tb any
one religious body in America that ig in any sense a fundamemtal
truth of the teaching of Jesus, There is emough Uatholic truth
without dragging in gectarian shibboleths to confuse the minds and
gouls of gimpie folk, The (Congo church wili rina itgel: under the
necegsity of emphasigiig ethics as dia Jesus, The lite or men t0-
wyrd their fellows must be a demonstabion of the love of Christ m
the liie.iallure to re-incarnate Christ in daily life will mean
failure of the elmrch, “By their fruits ye shall know them”, Native
preachers and teachers mnst be drilied in the art of finding ever
new guisés under which to present thisg cardin.l principle or the
religion ot Jesusd,

But the emphagis on practical Chrisgtian living must not be
allowed to breed a contemptious or otherwise disloyzl attitude
toward the chmrch as an institution. The organic existemce of the
dimrch is a necesgsity fop the propazation of the gospel, and ir that
ig so the loyalty of its members to its work and worship is a duty.
It is to be hoped that Congo Christians may never learn to minimige
fhe importance and influence of the echurch, as go many American
¢hrigtiang do, and thus rob it of its dignity and glory inthe eyes
of the people., 1t ig not intended to cdefend the gacredness of
any particualr church polity, nor even of the couich &g &l Oigsili-
gation, . But rather the sanctity of the bond uniting believers to
Christ and in Christ, and the duty of making thig bond the means
of an orgenic eftort that shall effectually the influence of this

bond into thier lives, and the 1lives of all others they may be
able to influence,
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Theree is a radical difference between & Christian and a typ-
ical heathen in his epiritual and ethical conceptions and conduct,
The Chrigtian is being transformed, The best Chrigtian hasg exper—
ienced a real spiritual revolution, And this same précegs, permea~

ting Congo society, will make of it a new creation,

Lindsay, Vachel, : The Congo , Pp. s=11
Frager, Donald : Winning a Primitive People , 2y9=269



~CHAPTER SEVEN o
EDUCAYIQN FOR THE CHURCH averoce

Phe gospel of LUhrist has proven the most erfective weapon
ever employed i_‘or the uprooting of superstition as well ag of
gin in general, No gociety has become even fairly free from sup-
erstitions where the gospel was not generally believed, ]Sut thé
gospel, unaccompanied by education , finds it a much longer and
mpre tedious tagsk to eradicate subversive spiritusl s&nd magi-
cal beliefs and practices, It may be argued that a sgociety tnaf
does not make intellectual growth has not fully received the
gospel of Christ, go its clinging to superstitions ig not due %o
a failure in eduseting itgelf, but to & failuer to receive in its
fulness falgchoodts inveterate foe, the gosgpel, the Truth of ¢hrist.
VWhether efucation is & naturd nfu.it of the gospel, or that the gog-
pel is more fully comprehended beceuse of the trained mind makes |
little difference, Either position requires that an infant clurch
in a heathen society devote itself assiduously to its mental cul-
tivation, And either position admits that the mentally alert are
at an advantage in the comprehensdon of the fullest lmport of the
gospel, and in vne elimination of ¥alse spiritual valuesg from
thelr hearvs.

However one must not lose sight of the usual impotence of
intellectual dev elopment alone to eradicate false gpiritusl
values or to free from sguperstitions. rauwl found the learned .
guperstitions, They were less so than their intellectual infer-
iorg, yet deeply supergtitious, China, vapan and india of todaj ’

have their highly cixiliged axlasgses which are yet very super-
gthtious. There are scientists who believe that modern physical



science can accomplish the eradication of false spiritual wvalues,
But likewige, séience,unaccompanied by the gospel, would just as
surely rule out the spiritual facts of life as well as the super-
gtitions, and thus rob man of the sublimest truths he has ever laid
hold of,

So while a primitive chumrch must educate ﬂ:self or stagna.e
quickly, it mugt be saved from the peril of materialism by coupling
with itg educational program a thoroly fervent religious activity
that will guarentee a gpiritual growth ocommensurate withs its in-
tellectual progress. And it ig to be hiped that missgions and the
other creative forces at work in Congo may succeed in comstructing
what hag not yet been accomplished among any people, namely & g0-
ciety that is neither religiously, eaucationally nor incustrially
top-heavy. ,

20 this end all Congo migsions are geeking to maintain Chrig-
tian education, it seems that none of tnese migsions has completed
the planning of its educational program, However the broadest .eat-
ureg of this plan are somewhat well defined, and the details are
beginning to fit in, The Disciples of Christ Congo Mission has
Just been amking & survey ot its needs, and \hile not all the re-
gults are yet available, it wiL certainly contein thege three basgic
in‘,t.itnj;ions s

1. ¥illage schools = to pe taught in natibe billages by native
teachers,

<. lilggion Station Boarding Schools to be conducted on each
regident stavion for boys and girls,

5« A Uentral iraoning School , to pe devoted chiefly to voca-
tional training .

‘*Hi VLILLAGK SUHOOL,



THE ViLLAuE SGHOOL

The mogt diflieult educational problem of kyuatorial uongo
is the village school, 1%g problems are many a.m very aggravated,
The gtation schools are a fina:ncie,l problem only , 4g the persoane
ana egquizment to properly conduct thege gchools can be gecured if
the money is available, ‘the same ig true of the Central uraining
School, But the village school hag financial, familial, social,
indugtrial, political and personnel problems involved,and all of
them in an aggravated form, The solving of these problems for the
village school will mean the guccess of the higher educational ine
gtitdtionsg, for the village gchool ig the feeder of the station
gchool , which in turn feeds the ventral School, Moreover they giv e
thise tralned in the higher schools a co=operative group in native
gociety that will make successrul efrort in village churches mach
more probable, They mena the difference between a literate and an
illiterate church, between a gociety actuatea by idealism and a so0-
ciety incapable of grasping thé finer things of life to a sufiic-
ient degree to gtir them up to earnegt effort,

Village schools have seldom had hearty co-operation of the vil-
lagesthemselves, In some cageg the local attitude has been actually
hogtile to thenm, -Such distvinet opposivion to the religious teaching
always imperted in the schools, or it may be solely againgt the
civiligatory purpogse of the schools, If the natives can be convincel
that it is to their interest to become educated this primary diffi-
culty will be golved., Once it is solved the problems of attendance,
gupply of teachers, equipment, curricula, etc. will be mcelsmlly'
worked out with the passage of time, In other words if the primary

difficulty of hostility or indifference is overcome, and a gemuine
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appreciation pf the value of education th the Congo race is gragped
by the Congolese themselves, time will gee the solving of the other
problems involved either by Church effort, or by a combined effort
of the chiirch and the State,

The solving of this primary problem — namely the gecuring of
hhe hearty co-operation of the villagers - involves two thingeg; a,
The finding and presemting of a motive for participation in popular
education that is of popular appeal, and DBy rhe securing of the
legal co-operation of the village rulers, If the popular motive is
found most of the village chiefs wili lend their support to the
success of the scholl, to even then some of them will contime to
resist it,

What are some motives that may be presented? and what are
their merits? As alre ady pointed out these motives, to gecure ¢
the necegsary popular support, must appeal to the gelf-interest of
the villagers, We have them , first of all, vhe motive of increasea
earning power, This has been one of the most widely considered mo=
tives for seeking education , But it has not and will not popularize
education, For it will not increese the immediate earning power of
numbers of people in the way that wes once believed by meny y oung
menj and the mass of the people have already become aware of its
ineffectiveness to s0 incr eage their eraning power, It is only f
fair to migsionaries to say that they have not, as a general rule,
gtregsed this motive., But they have often neglected to point out
its fallacy, and this failure has led some bright young men to feel
that missionaries hﬁve beguiled toem into tedious and wortnless
educational effort, Of course it is true that popular education

will increagse the average earning puwer, but the progresgive in-
crease
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creage will nov oe rapid enough to jugtify this movive as the cene
tral one in a popular appeal for education, Pergistent d.emonstna.ti:oh
of tne iact that production will increage with more in.elligent ef-
fort, and that thus gracually a higher plane can be reacned by edu-
cution, will have some influence, however, in popularizing educa-
tional effort, But this is not the motive that is to paly the chief
role in gaining popular support;

If Chrigtiansg alone were to pe congidered , the church could
make consiuerable progrews by requiring that all parents should send
their children to school, and tuat children should not be accepted
ag candiated ior membership till vney are able to read and write,
Many migsiong have long entorced th&s rule as to tue reading and
writiug of candidateg, and it iz possible that the time will goon
come when it wilL be wige to puv iv into rorce in mogt cases in
Equator Digtrict, It isa justifiable rule where ingtruction is gen-
erally available, The church mst prétect i1tself against ignorance,
And the Cnristian's commnity's rigat to propagave its morsl stane
dards ia socliety, and to i.ui;t on the obligation oi others to
accept it, wi.l gain a2 larger suppori when re~iniorced by & higher
general inielligence on tne part of ivhe Chrigiian comumnity, It
may pe that the obligation otr Christian parents to eausate their
children will be tue means by which primarg education will even~
tualiy win popular suppo rt, 3ut go 1ar Christian pavents na.ve<
notv suown themselves thoroly alive to this obligation to their chil-
dren, ouch a requirement can only ve entorced by discipliining the
perentsg, and some good Christian parents wouid accepi diseipline
rather than yield towhat they believe to be so unjust a perversion
of the gpiritual prerogatives of the church, And it would also



often happen that willing parents would be unable to enforce the
attendance of their children, becasuse heathen relatives, who often
have ag much legal control over children &g their actuel parents,
would regist their educetion. So the impossibility of emforeing a
rule for the education of children of Christians will make this
attack on the problem of general eduestion & slow one, But with a
better edunsated minigtry and teaching staff in the villages, thig
m otive will gain & more popular support’ of the Christian perents,
Should the church generally accept compulsory education for its
children, many heathen parents will be moved to gecure like priv-
ileges for their children lest they be found at a disadvantage .tn
gocial and world affairg, And the child palymates of Chrigtian
children in school will often ingigt of the privilege of school
attendance enjoyed by their friemnds in the chrigtian community,
However a morepopular eppeal yet is needed if the attendance
of all the village children is to be secired in .he schoolg, uoes
guch an appeal exige? 1t ig doubtful if there exigts one tnat can
be g0 presented as to gain & quick acceptance, But if so it is mos ¢
likely that of race, This motive has dangerous as well as legivi-
mate avemues of approach, The Black man might be taught that he m
must gain the white man's education in order to successfully combat
his encroachemmts, and eventually to expel the intruder, This mo-
tive , g0 presented , has & powerfkl appeal, it is almost certa.n
that if the Black could pe convinced that .he expulsion of the White
could be accomplished at a reagobably early date by means of sgelf-
education ne would devoive himgelf aggiduously to such educaiion,
But while miggionaries generally believe that the eventual control

of kquatorial africa by its indigenous races is just and degirable,
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they uare not present such a doctrine to the netiveslest it brihg

them into conilict with the govermment, amd legt it also ingpire
false and hurtiul political sttivings on the part of the blacks,
The church must be taught to throw all the weight of its influence
againgt the ruinous process of political ingurrection, 1t may con-
cede eventually that the netive peoples muy hope for the gradual
recovery of political autonomy by the process of legally rights,
but at the present such teaching ig not advisable, 1t would cer-
tainly be interpreted in a more rsdical way than intended., and if
acted on would result in political intrigue ingiead of legitimate
effort at gself-cultivation, So the motive of political independence
is not only foreignto the migsionary spirit, but is the most dan~
gerously Inflammatory doctrine that could be brot to bear on the
hative mind, migs.onaries and the native leaders trained by them
should always act a 8 a much-needed balauce againgt the powerful
weight of race prejudice,

It does not follow , however that the motive of racial pride
cannot be legitimately appeasled to in order to secure a2 more gener-
al striving after education., wvhere ig a legitimate appeal here,
which , ir wisely presented, way prove: of powerful. appeal, ‘rhe
Black man knows thut there is something about the wnite manis men-
tal make-up which gives him, individually and racially, a tremen~ |
ous advantage, Bluntly put, this mcans the inferiority of the
Black race, 1Is thig inferiority inhereht or ig it a purely cul-
tural efrect? Most missionaries will agree that it is ehiefly'
cultural, and the Black man, or course thinks go, where he does
not simply accept the inferior position of his race as a dearee of
fate, So the pewerful motive of racial culture for the development
of the race can be leglitiamtely used by the missiohary to inspire

popular interesy in education. Lysistence on the fact vhat educe-
tlon



ag the handmaid of vhristianity, hus been one of vhe very gtrongest
factors in giving the White race its cultiural superiority, should
prove an eiiective argument for itg adoption by the slack man, Lf
care is taked to emphagige education ag the mcans of sgecuring for
the Blek race worthy cultural development,with the posgibility of
eventually equalling the White race in cultural atiainment, native
gelf-interest might be gtirred to a much greater educational effort,
The church must take care to keep political propaganda entirely out
of its program, It is inevitable that Uongo society shall evemtu~
ally become permeated with anti-ikuropean propaganda, #¥his will come
with or without popular educetion, If Christian education prevails
it ig not likely to come as soon as it would otherwise. And it is
not likely to come as early if village education is done by the
Christian church as it would come were this education done by the
State in village schools taught by State trained teaschers; The
Church, then , should ofier its sgervices for educational training
in the villag.s as the most etriective means whereby the slack man
can gecure the cultural advantages of other peoplegs, While many
Blacks will regist this offer and cleim guper.ority for the actual
present culture of the Black race, tone almogt universal advantage
gained by other races in dealing with the Blacks, coupled with the
fact that natives who have secured a congiderable degree of Euro-
pean cﬁlture usually prove superior to their heathen neighborg in
their business success, wiil eventually convince the slack man tnat
he can gain much by sechring the white manis education,

mmtual co-operation of perents with the villege chiefs and
other village authorittes, is needed to gwcure regularity and

promptness of attendance at school by village children,mnif these &
accept as actumnl the advantages already presented, tney will



evelve a system of co-operation to gain tuis end, or will accept g
guch a plam as tue Uhmrch or State snall present to secure attendance,
Th ere are many grave difriculties to regualr attendance mat
gchool begides opvosition to education as such., sSome of these are;
2e  trequent absence of children from home to visit relatives in
other villages, sometimes for months at a time, _b . rreguent s
geattering of the village population for road work, connnérci.a.l gath-
ering of forest products, and temporary residence in fishing and
hinting camps, Thege inconveniences a0 not render educetional ef-
fort fruitlegs, as hag been proved in geveral ingtances about every
migsion gvation, |
We now geck & golution of the two remainng problemg of the
village school - teachers and their pay, and school eguipment,
In educational eriort conducted by the church it ig obvious that
certain qualifications mugt be demanded of the teachers suppobted
or even recommended, Of these tne first gemuine ¢n.igtian charec-
ter. A teacher of high scuolastic qualirications and splendid
teaching technique who lacks moral and spiritual rectitude, is a
wholly incepable teacher in an educational effort directed by the
chrech, +1he alternative of a poorly trainea tescher but one ozi
gplenaia vhristian character, is incomp.rably preferable to that ot
one whoge mord and spiritunl influences are salacious, This point
ig vital, It is stressed here because there is a decided tendency
on the part of native leaders to under-cstimate .ts importance, and
migsionaries are so impaticnv with intellectual incompetence that
they nave somevimes iavored & spirituasl and moral weakling % &8
against a gemuine Christian veacher of inferior ability, Where such

a choice is necegsary the latter shoulu dlways be chosen, or the



50

gchool in question dropped. 1t ig not possivle to conceive of a
gituation Jjustifying the church in maintain.ng, as one of its
propagendists, a person whoge life is subversive of its primary
principles. «#g long ag the school ig fostered by the church itg
teacher must ve a Christian propagendist, The church should oife.
its educative efforts to all alike, whether‘ its adherents or not,
but it must, in a distinct way, make its schoolg contribute to

its evangelistic efiort, Education in ivself is a worth while work
but menial discipiine alone, unsccompsnied by religious teeching ,
ig not the tagk of the church, In Congo theie is not now any soci-
al or political situation that makes the open inculeation or relig-
ious teaching to all in the sechool impossiple, When the State beging
t0 exercise & gupervisgory risht over the gchools conducted by the
migsiong it is highly probable that restrictions will be placcda on
religious ieaching, inasmuch asg rival Protestant and vatholic lead-
erg will not likely agree on a line of viaristian teaching agreeable
to woth,

Ag tu Stute control or education, this will and shoulu come
in viwe, The church shoula desire its wavent, lts eduscational Pro-
gram ghoula pe go arranged ag L. make tne trangrer of the leadership
to the state or as little diruptive influence on its work as pogsible.
It tue state tax.s over the dairection 0. euucaiioual work the Prot-
egtant churcu showlu ve prepared to iecl as little or less Da.nef‘iln
efrect irom the trans.er asg tne vatnoiic church; 1f 1t ig prepared
ned succeeds in transferring to cine otate system a proportion of
teacners comuensurate witn ivs numerical and intellectual presvige
i, the vereus commmaities, it shoula reel little or mo check in its

work trom such a transter., ithe church must ioresce nationalization
of the gchools goon enough to inoffensively and efiecuvively plan
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tne accomplishment or this end.

1the mogt important move towa.a gub.ra.ntee:‘.ng the leading place
previous to and after the mationalization of the schools ig to train
and maintain veachers of ag high qualiticatious as tne situation willi
justizy, Protegtant ieachers will nave 10 be petter trained and prove
more effective workers than cutholic teachers in order to gain equal
favor in the eyes of State oft.cialg, since the vatholic teachers
will usually have peen trained by pelgian missionarieg, Protestant
missionaries ghould more and more study Belgian @baracter and edw-
cational methods in ordacr <to overcome this handéep ag iar as poss_i-
ble, Maybe by following lay edustionsl methods in Belgium, they may
even more closely approximaie Belgian eaucational ideals than the
past-gerving vatholic ratners, and thus present a more nationaliged
teaching force than their rivals, Tuey shoulda gvrive t0 ao .hisg,
however, 1ur tue good of tne peop.e rather than ior the gaining of
a victory for the Provestant type ot varisvianity. LI such & vmew
is unworthy, ag sectarian, then tue whole Protestant exriort to win
Africa, or practically any other iield is scetarian and unworthy,
tor there are few fields where tne etholicc are not contesting every
biv of territory, Of course we do not velieve such a surrender ad-
visaple, but rather pelieve it our duty to carry on our work just
ag gealously as ii vhe Romen Chmuel wes nov av.empeing & rival work.

To gecure the needed teachers for the village schools it is
necesgsary to give gtrict attention to the training of desirable
young pepple ror this worke This must be done along lines and with
a thoroness that will commend them to all ag efficient in their du~
tieg. The curricula of the village schools must grow from the three

Re. to include a growing list of useful liverary, industrial and
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social subjecys, ror instance such subjests as primary agriculture,
hygiene, geography, history, drawing, domestic science of a gimple
kind, oral botany apd zoology, simple carpentry etc., such ag Op-
portunity and development of the school sysiem may make possible Of
courge not all these sgubjects would be possible in a gingle viliag e
gchool having only one teacher,

assuming that sll the inhabitants of a viliage co-operate in
the gecuring and maintaining o. a village school, there ig an early
pogsibility of the teacher's salary being provided entirely by the
viliage, vhis might pe done in yarious ways, This might ve done in
various ways, such as popular gubscription, a tax on pupils, or oy
a head tax on all males of .ne village for the support of the school,
Any of these methods wili prove extremely difiicult to initiate, A
proftund conviction of their need oi he educator will be required
to insure the success or any of these or other meihoas of educatiomal
gelf-gupport can be guaranteed, srom the gtart the migsion hug pro-
vided the salary of the tescher, and the equipment , including tha t
uged by vhe pupils. in enterprises cénducted by it the Scate is in-
clined to be even more generous, 'he migsion hag felt that to fail
to grant such suypvort would amount to & denial of edusation to vil-
lage children. But the result hag utterly peggared educetional
effort, Whether the villages woulu have supported educational work
had gsuch support been demanded of vhem at the gtart cen never be
known, but it is not at all likely that they would have done go.
1t is not likxely that they will feel that cuey should agsume such
gupport after having had vhe bill paid .or so long, éu.t guch sup®
port is absolutely essential to guarantee an educational effort wide

enough to prove of general worth, whether it is under .he auspices
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of migsionary organigations or of the suate,

However tactful working therefor should secure the gradmal
agsumption of the finsncial buruen of gchoolsg, Poggibly the pro-
vigion of équipnent will be the wisest initial move toward gelf-sup-
port, Some miggions have ingigted, form the gtart, on the erect.on
of a sui.able bullding before a teacher would pe provided, in hig
mamaal on School ianagement, mr. wilimen of the B.meS. Mmiggion at
iakusu, ingists on Hhis point. To thig might be a charge for a part
of the expenge of black poards, glates, charts, pouks, pencils
paper,etc, After gome time the necessity of part support of the
teacher might oe acceptved, especially by viliages earnestly degiring
the opening of sechools ., rhe 1local gupport of the work would grow
ag the appreciation of tne value of . he work done grew, When & pop-
ular motive for general education hag been accepted ny the ,magses
guch gupport will be precticable, ror then attendance can be en-
forced thru legal aud popular support, and the expense will be pro-
vided with fair willingnegs when the commmity feels that it 1s gete
ting essential service for the expense, A few schools egtablished 3
by the migsion to date are demonstmating slowly that those taught
therein are gainng advantages not enjoyed oy those not participat-

ing in the penefits therein ofiered, |
since village t.achers will have to pe supported largely by
the miggion tor some time to come, it seems mogt likely thet the
village catechiste or pastor wili have to agsume the additional
duties of the teacher, as the mission will not ve anle to supply
either the personnel or the money for sgeparate workers for the
two tasks, ‘rhe evangelists wives may often ve aple to act as ef-

fective assistants iu poth tasks, But when this is ture adaitiomal
remuneration will be requ.red.



60

There are many villages located so0 near together that a teacher
living in one may conduct school iu aunotuer. ne could hold school

in his resident village in the morming, and in a neighboring village
in the afternoon , or vice versa, such an arrengement will pe easy
to make when the villages come to support their own teachers, as

the teacher will desire the added remuneration of the extra sechool
and small villages willi pe glau to obtain teachers by combining when
neltner could meet the expense separately, Lf .eacuers are supported
by the migsion such additional schools may pe rightly made vhe bagis

or additional peay for teachers who do commendable work in both,

SUTALLUN SunO0LS,e

ror gome time to dome the biggest task of the migsion sgtations
will be thuat of education, in tnis ig included +the supervigion of
outgtation schools, and the training of pupils for all professions
iicluding that of teachers , evenelists anu medical assigtants,

this means thet thruout tne mission there should ve a clear-
ly defined school program, as nearly identical in al. the stations
ag varying conditions and personalities will permit. ‘o this end
a full curriculum should be worked out and text bolks covering the
game prepared, Much of this work hag been done, of course, but the
largsr part remainsg to be completed, 1f not to be undertaken from
the begining,

whe time ought to soon cume when alli station poarding schools
can demand certain entrance requirements, but at pregent all sta-
tion schools are gompelled to accept meny beginners for the reason

that there is no widely establighedsystem of village schools to pro-
vide for all children who might degire to take advantage of turther
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training av the station schools, sSome of tne stations are already
egtablighing central outstation schools thru which i1t is hoped to
-have all pupils in the region to be covered by guch schools puss
before applying for entrauce to the gtasicn scnoois, Since tne ess
8blishment of schools in all the villages of Lguator uvistrict witgp
in the immediate future is manifestly impogsible, some such arrenge-
ment will evidently be the initial step in requiring emtrance sta.n-w
dards to the gtation schools, -
More and more the station schools must give gystematic ine-
striction in savive and kKuropean handicrafts and in practical agri-
culture,, in fundemental hygienic sanitation, and a few gimple |
meaical remedieg and firgt aid remedies, Since the bulk of evange-
ligtic and teaching workers will have to receive their whole train-
ing in tne gtation schools for some yeasrs to come, wuvil the uene
tral school is able to meet the need for guch workers,the s uatlonu
gchooly must pe go conducted as to mould ertectively mtive life
and conditions, Star: shortage makes the cilags of work needed exm
tremely difficult, |
There are gsome Iine developments being derini.vely -planned,
Among these aie tue poarding schools for boys and girls on each sta-
t .ion. Yhe intention is to provide houging iacilivies ror from 9.,‘
100 to 150 boys and a like mumber of girls on each station. These
are to pe in neavly arranged and furnished housed in inclosures
large enough to provide plenty play space as well as airiness pe-
tween the cottages, ine station will undertake tne clothing, Ieeding
and teaching of these, ag well as their physical ana moral super-
vigsion, whe Lotumove plean is to build tw. rvom cottages, t@e rooms

being large enough to house four occupart® each without aanger to

o =



health from crowding., =These houses are to pe puilt or prick with
cement floors and galmaniged iron roofs, anda thin wood ceilings,
Yhey are to pe furnighed with smell single beds, each bed with a g
good mogquito net and two good blankets, & table, four chairsg, and
four individual lockers, ‘'he whoie compound is to ve ypkovided with
running watei, shower bathg, thoro sewage , and other sanitiary
requigites, ‘here will be a home for an overseer and hig ramily,

& large dining and assembly room,with adequate simple furniture, and
with good lighting, & model kitchen scientifically arranged, yet
furnished in such a way that its esgsential features can ve imitvated
by any embitious pupii 1a hig or ner home, ‘he work ot the come
pound will pe performed by those enjoying its hospitality., in ade-
ditivn tuey willi raise a large par. 01 vue 100d tnoey requiré i
the migsion plansvations, In this way agricultural trainiug will be
mede to play a practical part in providing ifood tor tnose in train-
ing. it will pbe attempied to teacu gemuinely improved methods m
this é,gricultura.l work,

The necessity o1 getting boys into school caused the mission
to adopt initial measures on all tne svations tnat need to be dis-
contimed as goon ag possible, rhe mogt outstanding or vhesge prac—
tices is that or paying boys salaries and allowing them o find .
pboard and lodging smong the people or tne village, lnig practice
heg establighed the relation ox employer and emp.oyee between the
migsionary and the boye he is'educating. st times the natural
gtrain thet guch & relation orten brings about is ielv on poth sides,
Boys weign tneir treatment @n .ne basiy or just compensation for
labor given, it ig obvious tnat satisractory errort in school work

ig not likely to ve secured from must DOYs wnder such an arrangement,
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1t ig highly desirable thgu tnepraét iée of paying Dboys cusﬁ shall
be discontinued as goon as possihle, and the idea of mney compena#-
tion for their labor be eliminated from their minds; The relation
beyween school boys and missionaries can then be egstablished on

the proper besis of pupil and teacher, rather than that of employ-
er and employee, The pupil will then congider himself the debtor;
and will condider the labor he performg as 2 particl discharge of
his debt to h& teacher and the institution he rgpresents.,

Ft i1s inevitable that the govermment shall finally take over
the supervision of the educztional efforts of the missions if these
hope to be accredited in the system that the government shall seek
to egtabligh, The migsions ghould seek to Qtamp the Colonial edu~
cational gystem with certain degirable characteristics. Among these
ghould be good moral repute for the teachers, and the privilege of
non-sedtarian Chri;tian ingtruction in the schoolg conducted by
the govern ment,

Ag long as the present keen competition between white employ-
erg of labor contimues it will be difficult to retain some very
promiging boys in school, If the governmment will allow a three
yesrs contract, so executedag to properly safeguard the interesgts
of both the misgion and the pupil, = gocd deal can thus be done to
overcome thig difficulty. But the acceptance of such & contzaect w
will require acquiescence in State ingpectdn of the schools, and
pogsibly grester stregs on technically indésirial training than the
miggion will be prepared to give. While the migsion desires to give
every pupil going thru its schools sufficient industrisl training
to be of real value to him, =nd to increse hig value to the Colony

it cannot undertake to make indugtrial gpecialists of a very large

group. Highly speciasligzed indugtriel training is extremely
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expensive of equipment and of teaching pergonnel, Therefore the
expense will meke the preparation of large numberg of such gradu~
astes mpracticable, Thig fact must be clearly defined in any cone-
tractal educational agreements with the State; Every graduate

of a gtation school should have such indugtriel training as will
meke him a more useful member of village society. But the Mission
cannot make each one a finghed artisen to be employed by white men
at faney wages. The Miggion ig more interested in making its con-
tributén to the health , comfort and morality of the native commm-
ities than in aiding commercial development, tho it recogniges the

importance of the latter in the ciwilization of the race. (1)

THE CENTRAL TRAINING SGHOOi.

The Central Training gchool has been rather fully dealt with
in & brief submitted in its field survey to the U.,C.M.S. by the
Afican mission; 0f course therewill be vitel alterations in the
working out of those plans, but these are not easy predictable in
aline éf work thet has not gone thru an experimental stage. But this
gchood should paly an outstanding part in the development of the
Congo church; It need only be addé thet the egtablishment of this
gchool is the strategic need of the Central African church . If the
Miﬁsion allows needlegs delay in its initiation it will be guilty

of a grevious error,

(1) T.J.Jones of Phelps Stokes Comm.: Education in Africa.16-94;257-3
ILiyre d*Or de la Migsion du Lessputo : pp. 693=648

Vandervelde, E, 3§ La Belgique et le Congo, 249-258
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CHAPTER _ EIGHT

SELF-SUPPORT, SELF-RULE AND SELF-PROPAGATION,

The purpose of every foreign missionary enterprise is to
establigh self-supporting, self-ruling end self-propagating indigw
enous chirches, Thig ig the constant aim of the Diseiples of Christ
Congo Migsion, It ig self e{rident that the wise way to accomplish
this aim ig to surrender the direction of the church to pative econ-
verts ag rapidly as they are able to agsume guch duties; The mis-
gionary should not have to be forced by the native church to trang -
fer direction to it. His sense of fitness and fairnegs ghould im-
pel him to want to transfer to the native leader every bit of au~
thority he can carry. Anf he ghould be able to scnse any growth of
discontent soon enough to take the initiative in adjusting the dig-
pleaging arrangement, It is easy to acquire the habit of gsupercil-
ious criticism of the shortcomings of native leaders, and some misg-
gsionaries mar their own heppiness and lessen their influence in
correcting such shortcomings by their unsympathetic attitude,
ﬁisdirected sympathy may lead to condonence of wrong things, but
genmuine sympathy is needed even when wrong is clearly evident,.(t)

The am in imgisting on self-gupport and self-rule of the
church i@ to develop 2 gelf-propagating church. This means a church
that & both mainteining pest gainé and resching out for others,

New g,%ns magt be constant both in converts and in the fortifying of

(1) Brown, B.5. ¢ Bhe Foreign Missionary , Chep. 15.
Brovm, AjJ. : Rising Churches in Non-Christian Lands, Chap, 5

Gerdener, G. : Btudies in the Bvangelization of South A,
Chaps. 4~7.
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old believers, The church must congtantly be learning how better

to adapt itself to its surroundings. In view of the fact that Congo
Society is now undergoing fundamental changesm out;ide the influence
of the church it will tax the utmost mental and spiritual resourceé
of the begt trained native leadership to éafeguard the integrify of
the church in its adaptations to the changing conditions; The efan—
geligtic note must be made predominant in a éociety that ig becom-
ing as thoroly commercialized as any pdace in America or Europe;
brganization end methods of work must be wrought out, which with

~ the indwelling spirit of Christ, will make the Church the most po-
tent element in society, industrialém not excepted, A chureh with
guch an influence will have t: be an indigenous one, R church that
depends on foreigners for support and direction will not have e-
nough energy to meet such a situation. It is the indigenous church
itgelf, not the foreign migsionary obtganization, that mast justify
itgelf in the eyeg of the native population before thié PCpulation’s
wholehserted approval of its progeram can be won. In other words th e
church mugt prove wiger in its gnnrafion than even busineés. It

mugt prove its claim that ,tho it is a movement brot in by foreign-
er;, it ié wholly for the sake of the inhabitants of the land, hen ce
it; conduct i; turned over to them ag rapidly as they have lerned

to live.according to itg precepts,and to govern their society acecord-
ingly; If the emerging church learns to project, without outside aid,
its spiritual but practical teehings,into the surrounding -gsoxiety,

it will rapidly become & large if no* dominating factor in the

congclousnegs of the people,
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SELF-SUPPORT

Foreign migsions ghould always aim to baw}e the salaries and
oher expengeg of native religious workers paid by their own fellow
Chrigtian nationalg, In the beginning, snd in some new work under-
taken late in the history of the mission, it may not be wise to make
guch a requirement, For the use f foreign noney in such cageg may
lead to large expangion for which the church is ready, and the re-
gultant gains may actually hagten self-suppoirt, But as soon 29 a
bdy of Ch.riétia.ns is large enourh *n he ab’e *~ agsume al:- the fi-
nancial responsibility of its wo: i ~h~1/ *»~ required to do so.
Self-resnect,growth both gpiritual and numerical, and the fullest
realigation of the values of Chrigti~ i —, require that it be thus
received. A dependent child never reaches full gelf-develosment,
Children of wealthy _arents hve their needs more entirely csared for
without their own exertion then those of the common people,and
consequently develop their inherent powers more glowly. There is
every reaen to beléve that a national church will react to its t
trestment in the same v.:ay; A child mugt be wisely gulded or it is
likely to pervert its inherent powers, but it must actually
decide much of its action. So with the church. If it ig wigely
guided in 1tg childhood*s learnings , both its support and di-
redtion omght to bPe willingly assumed by itsekf as rapidly as
it can take them up,

Some Congo migsions have reguired from the beginning that
all the salery expense of native evangelistic effort be met by
the native church., 45 a2 rule such missions have expanded their
ev angeligtic efforts more slpwly than those that have supplemented

native résources with & wise appropriation of foreign fundg for
the work,
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In %he bisciples of Christ Congo Mission muach stress has zl-
ways been placed on te duty and privilege of supporting the work of
evengelization, The mission hag generally set forth tithing as the
ideal to be reached by all givers, But the fact that the bagis of
gongo society mokes the determination of a tibhe impossible renders
the tithee an impractical basig for the determination of the finan-
cial obligations of Chrigtians to the church, Only those whose in-
come ig derived from a salary are able to tthe accurately, There
are few whoge totdl income ig so derived; Salaried men almost always
earn money in other ways,sometimes as muchas their saleriesg, Their
wives usually earn a good deal as well, But when they are definite-
ly told that they should give a tithe, they usually congider that
their financial o*li-ationg to the church are discharged when they
have paid & tithe of their sgalaries. The regult hes been that the
migsion hes ag good ag no tithers, The teaching of tithing has
perhaps done good in fmculcating the teaching of the duty of gen-
erous financial supsort of the church, but it is evident that a
cahnge is ﬁeeded about the miésion stations, either in the teeching
of the degree off respongibility , or in the manner of collecting the
offerings; Perhaps the substitution 6f the principle of individual
responsibilgty .in determining the amount to be given would yield
larger results., Such a plan could folow the lines pursued in finon-
cing American churches, The every member canvags, followed by kind—
ly but mnergetic insistence on the payment of subscriptions,_ought
to more than double offerings about all the mission stations.

After its technique ig worked out st the stations the same system
could be effectively transferred to the wholly indigenous village

Chrigtian groups. It will not be difficult to meke such modifica -
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tiong as varying communities may require. -

The collection of off:rings has never been based, efen thec=
retically, on the tithe in the native villageé. The reason ig the
obviousone already pointed out that no one knows how to determine
what the tithe is in a society that does not put a commercial value
on the food consumed and the shelter and other local comforts en-
joyed, But it hag been congtantly stressed that the tithe standard
would requir ¢ & generous measure of giving; It is the obligetion
of supporting the preaching of the gospel that wins support,

At Lotumbe the following plan hag been evolved, and its ef-
fectiven egs hag beengrowing asg it hasg been perfected more and more,
The yeer is divided into two six month terms. The evangelists sgpend
about five of the gix months in the villages where they are minisé
tering, and one month at Lotumbe in school, When they return to Lo=-
tumbe from their work they bring the offerings of the Chrigtiang
to whom they have been ministering, They sgeek an offering form each
mmember of the church, unless physically incapacitated, Formerly
the offerings were very smsll, there being almogt no sense of re-
sponsibility on the art of the village Christiang for the support
of the work; 2hen Mr, Eldred and I were at Tumbe, on the upper
Lokolo Riﬁer in 1913 we agked each able-bodled men t0 give half a
franc; Few gave that much, The evangelists were disgusted with
our petty askings; and insisted that the men were able to give two
francs each; Feeling the people's poverty go keenly we feared that
suéh giing would be beyond them, Timc has proved the correctness
of the eva.ngéists; Avout 1918 we began asking for definite amounts

from each Christian or Christian couple each term, At first we sug-

gested two franes fur each couple, and other givers in proportion.
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The dec}ining value of the fragé, with the éonseéuent rice in the
price of cgmmodities, heg made it necegsary to congtantly raise the
offering sugsgested in the term paétoral letter relating to thié
subject, The lagt two terms I was at Lotumbe the amount éuggestéd
was sx francs per able~bodied couple, four francs per single grown
men, three frances for able-bodied women in harems,and two or three
francs for children, with anything or nothing from the gick and
decrepit, Some villages met thege suggestions almost perfectly;

The women fulfilled the suggestions better than the men; Some fil—
lageg have done much bettcr thanothers, and s me districts have ddne
decidedly better than others, But all in all the scheme has worked,
The offerings of the villagers have rigen from an average of two or
three centg to about fifteen cents. But for the fluctuwating value

of the franc they would meke & better showing still., If the every
member canvess can be grafted onto a scheme like this, or rather s
gupplaht it, there is every reason to believe that & better average
offering can b- raiged from village Christians, The giving which
looké g0 little 0 us secms generous to them, lany of those who have
alwayg met the suggested offerings in full have never had a complete
guit of clothes at one time, not even of the cheapest cotton cloth,
The giving of such amounts has uguslly meant the spending of a

week to three months a year in the swamp gathering gum copel to
earn money for the offering. Some chiefs have become jealous and
have sought to block the offerings; Such & gituation regquires much
patieny effort t: show the chief thetthe church will ceuse no detr
traction form his digniyy; Fear of unp.eaga»t situations wi’

the whites rather than sympethy with the Christians wing the

acquiescence of some chiefs, State road work and the incessant
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demands of chiefs for hunts, building, and other pﬁblic work; have
freqyenﬁly mede it “Iffdcult for dh:istians to do as well sg they
wish, I mention these difficultiesg because they will éontinue to
operate in the future, and the native mingtry will have to scﬁool
itself to the most patient persstence to insure finahéial suécess
in many communitieg, It is not %o be thot; either s that all of-
ferings have been given willingly, The evangelists have been round-
ly abused by meny of thier parishioners whne they ha%e called for
their offerings.lMfuch pergistence heeg becn required for success. The
better trained young men have proven decidedly superior to the old
men in this task, tho some o0ld men have made good collections,

It heg been the practice of the mission to keep records of
each individualts offerfige in its roll books, where the church
standing of each is kept wp to date asg well, Eventuslly thege rec-
ords may be trangferred to the wvillege church regigters, bput it will
be gome time before the miggion ought o' drop the semi-annual revig-
ion of itg rolls, with offerings included in the individual records.

This rather lengthy account is given to ghow how the migsion
ig trying to initiate gelf-gupport. It ig evident that the native
church is grasping t he necesgity of its agsumhg this burden, But
the amounts given barely more than half cober the ;alaries of the
vilaage workes; A self-gupporting native church is yet far from re-
alization, The ideal of native workers paid by native offerings is
making glow prof ress, because increaged salardés and expansion have
taken about all the increase in generogity of offerings, 4 truly
gelf-gupporting church thkes care of its educationsl budget as well
ag its evangelistic., Migsions ghould keep this fet in mind in build-

ing uwo their educational enterpriges, We do not wish to bequeath



12

educational ingtitutions to the Congo chnrcheé that will pr;ve ime
pogsible burdens to them, ﬁor do we wiéh to delay unnecessarily the
attainment of autonomy by the expensiveness of ang inﬁtituxions the
miggion may trangfer to the native church;

The problem of self-support is also intimately bound up with
the lockionof evangelists, Experience hag proved that converts can
be won more eagily and more numerougly by placing an evang elist in
eeh village, VYet the average native village has only twenty to
fifty able-bodied men; scarcely enough to guarsntee the support of
& pagtor even if all of them were Cheistians., But there are few
villages in which even a majority of the men are Christians; It
is evident, then, that few villageg are able to support apastor by
thengelves. It would seem igperative, therefore, that a system be
worked out where@y two or more villages may be minigtered to by ome
pegtor, this making the ultimste realigation of self-support a posg-—
gibility, This has been attempted but usually with poor success;

As a rule the village or villages not honored by the reéidence of

the pegtor make little progress, and sometimes retrogress, Sometimes
thié is due to the laginegs of the pastor, but more often he ig not
to blame, For inter-village jealousy 1s usually so keen as to great-
1y hinder such efforts, and gometimes to render them wholly abortive,
In many cases where a village hag diwided into two groups, an evan-
gelist residing with one group has been perségtently refused a hear-
ing by all members of the other group. Seldom do Chrigtians eradicate
gach o0ld rivalries in their inter-village relationg. In gome cases
miggionaries on itineraries have deeply wounded the feelingsg of cer-
tain villge groups of Christians by passing them by and spending thg

night in & nearby rival village. Posgibly ultimately self-rule along
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with self-gupport will help to solve this problem. When villages
chooge their own pastors, but are confronted with the financial
neceggity of co-operating with other to meet the expen;e, rivalry
will be partly sunk in the desire to gecure acceptable pastors;
Naturally it ig to be expected thet the gpirit of Christian lofe
will count more and more toward the elimination of suéh un-Chrig-
tian rivalry,

Self~-gupport is vitally related to gelf-rule in many ways;

In the first place a church that, extended over a congiderable area,
ié able t0 meet all the expenées of ity local and evangelistéc el
forts, i; most likely to be mentally and spiritually capable of a
large degree of self direction. Again the church must be constantly
t-ugh ' that self—éupport ig a pre-requisite of self-rule, Misgion-
ary gocieties must, of course, hold their appointees responsible
for the wisc use of funds committed to their care., But missionaries
will always find it difficult to see how such care can be exercised
by them if they allow the disposition of the funds to be taken out
of their hands. So & dependent church cennot demand complete suton-
omy;

A self-gupporting church will be a witnessing church, The obli-
gation of finencial support of the church is not likely to be efé
fectively impreésed antil the obligation of personally witnesgsing
for Christ has first been accepted. " Why should a follower of
Christ anywhere in the world, assume that he is under no onligation
to witness for Christ inlegs gomeBody hires him to dg g0, We like
to thinkthat Chriétianity is adapted to every people, rhen it‘sughx
to be aﬁle to live with them;.. No land wkll ever be evangeliged

antil it hes 2 gelf-gupporting nstive church., " (1)

(1) Browvm, A.J. : Rising Churches in non-Christian Lands , 150,131
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SELF-RULE,

The necesgity of the Congo church eventually assumiﬁg the
entire direction of its affairs ought to be conceded by all, and
perhaps ig, This éuestion ls rapidly agsuming the place of firét
importance in many of the older misgion fields of Agia and Africa,
The native church will gometimes over-~reach itgelf ag it hasg done
in the Ethiopian movement in South Africa, and ag it hsas recently
done in the Pprophet mov emmet in Congo. (1)

The reagom~ o> the development self-rule have been often
gtated by able writers (2) . I would sum these reasons up for the
Congo church under three heads:

t. Bhe Congo church mist become self-directing if it is to be
.a gtrong , aggressive organization.

2. It mugt be self-directing in order to become a conquering
church , both in winning converts and in overcoming mvils,
3; It mwst be gelf-directing in order to perpetuate itself,

There is no guarantee that themforegn migsionary cen always

be pregent to diect.

(1) Gerdener, G. ¢ Studies in the Evang elisation of Soth Africa,
PP. 46-53
Lerrigo, P;J :in International Review of Mggesionsg,t922,p. 270,
The Prophet Movement in Congo,
(2) Congo General Conference Migsionary Report for 1924, 55-81
Brown; R?*J?:The Foreign Misgsionary , Chap. 15

Brown , A.J. ¢ Rising Churches in Non=Chrigtian Landg,Chapsg. 4~7
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No ing itution can arow,~trong wnless those to whomit ig of
primery interest arecapable of guiding its development wxsely. But
at pregentuthe Congo Church is notcapble of so guiding itself, But
like a child this church must grow strong and learn to care for %
itslef by doing, It will make mistakes, But churches that are mking
aes bdd mistakes as those in America at th. mregent time should be
very charitable toward the mistakes of the nascent African church,
The Congo church migt meke itg own trials, suffer its own mistakes,
correct thege itself, and learn better how to avoid new ones; of
course the miggionary must be pregent in the early days comnselling,
advising,holding the hand of his toddling baby church, helping it
to learn, but always allowing it to do ag much as it will aOne;
With wise withdrawal of the sustaining hand its powers should rap-
idly develop,

A brief gtatementwill show the development of the church in
the field of the Disciples of christ Congo lMission, Soon after the
first converts were \on the migsionaries began adwishg with them
about nlnningothers. (1) In this By the wonderful inttial evan-
gelistic work grew up at Bolenge. This gradually took on certain
organizational forms; At present the fields of the various stations
are divided into districte; A man who has proved of especial merit
ig mede head evangelist or district elder, and gupervises the work
of hig fellow evangelists; He hag the right to authorize a change
of regidence from one village to another when the situation seems
to demand such change before the case can be feferred to the mig=

sionary., He mercises disciplinary powers over the evanglists,and

(1) ®ye ,Mrs, Eva : Bolenge , Chep. 13,



con even remove one whose moral and epiritusl life ls kmowm to be
wrong, e ie¢ supposed to advige with hig fellow evang elists , cnd
does ©0,if there ig opportunity., 4t the semi-ammual ing theringy
he usually sete ag chairmen of his,grou of evengelists intheir owm
meetings to discuse their problems , and is usunlly their spokesman
in pregenting thelr conclusions on any matter to the migglonmsries,
He attempts to visit all hile evangeliste each term, le 1p expected
to adjust legnl diffTiculiies between ovengeliéis ahd their chiefe in
metters reinting to native common law. He gettles difficultiecs bew
tweon Chrigtdneg which thelocal evoangreligte are winble t nttle; In
ghort the distriet e.der ig the advisor of his colleagues and thei »
clurch memberg ou any questions onwhich hig adviee iz sought, or in
which the situation demonds his interposition. It must Le frankly
admitted that the distréet evanglist who proves mogt effective uwesanlly
cxercises greater authority then the migsion ries intend that he
ghall, Congo peor ¢ are used to,despo-ic rule, and feilure to emphi-
pige aut hority often lends to conbempt for ¢ ¢ one exerciming it.
The digtrict elder doee not kmow the puycholiogy of the situntion,but
he doeg Imow it his hend must hold firmly ®»dbe cust off, so he
meintsing o £irm hold on effairs , Some pove wnequal to the task,
end thenesch evangvlist becomes a law unto himgelf, Usunlly the w
work hay roven mmch lepr satigfsctory wiere no strong distriet 1
lender war aveilsble,

Some of these distriet leaders have been orisincd ag clders.
Mosrt of the later ones have mot bewn, There hes been mo spperent
influential adventage to those who have been ordained. Influence
hay been due to two things, personality snd the recognition of the

migsionuries of the gtatus of the eldex,



The migsion has attempted at-each of 1ts stations to build wp
a local offéial board to handle the loezsl problemé of the church;
The results have not been wholly sati;factory; Thig is partly due
to the fact that most of the stronger men have been iﬁ the e#anéelis—
tic work, T he local board usually consiéts of one or more elders
and a board of deacong and deaconnesses; These elders and deacons
meet regularly to adjust matters needing the attention of the
church, Usudly these meetings are presided over by the migsionapies
but some of them are held in the native village under the superfis-
ion of an elder, Migsionaries seek frank discussion of the problems;
Thig body, properdy called the Church Council, decides matters of
discipline, divorce, local reghlations, time and menner of services,
it chooses local candidates for evang elistic work, discugsesg and
decides certain matters of finance, and often carrieé on discuséions
geeking better understandings between native Christians and the

migsgionaries, The station elders and the district evangeligts do

1

most of the examination of,candidates for baptism to determine their

worthiness, and they usually eggigt the migsénaries as baptizers.

As alredy indic ated the native church hag taken over practi-
celly 2ll respongibility for the collection of offerings, and the
payment of efang&ists is largely intheir hands, The plan ig that
native offerings ;hall never pags into the hands of the migsionar-
ies; bﬁx vhenthe evangelisks are to be paid the misgion turns over
+0 the netive financial committee the amount of money it is prepared
to add to the native offerings for the payment of evanglists and
outstation school teachers' galaries, The native committee then
decides what galaries are to be aid on the basi:- on the basis of

the amount of money on hend and the number of places to be pro-
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vided for. This plan wasg suggested by miésiouaries inorder to
develop native leadership, especially the sense of financial re-
gponsibility, So long es the misgionaries paid the salariesg of

hte evangeliéts there was & feeling that salaries could be raised
if the missionaries only desired it. ﬁow that this respongibility

ig squarelynon native shoulders there ouzht to be gome corredtion

of two evil tendencies; & _. the tendency to blame the parsimony
of migsionaries for low sadries , and __jl;_ the tendehey to demand
galaried for ev angelists that make self-gupoort wholly beyond a
pogsibllity of realization within the near future., Protegstant mis-
éions have tended to devedp salary demands by evangelists that cor-
regspong to the galarieg received by the clerks of commercial con-
cerns, ﬂhﬁ tends to deaden the gpirit of sacrifice on the grt of
religious leaderg. It may as well be understood from the start that
the pogition f a religious leader is one of financial hardship, This
ig true in cibi® ~ed lands, and will be ewne more true in a bacle
ward country like the Congo, Chrigtian leaders should be led to [
feel that imparting the gospel to others , and the building up of
the church are rewerds that compengate richly for the luxuries that
have been foregone , The handling of the fumds by the native lead-
ers, end the deciding 6f selaries o ught to advance the apirit of
gacrifice, Not often will workers ve willing to advise the with~-
drawal of workers from villages just inorder that their salaries may
be increaged, In some cases either reduced salaries will be voted
or heroic giving will be resorted to to provide ror the occupation
of appealing territory,

It is only the church thatnig strong enough to direct itgelf
that canr really mould the life of a commmmity., And on the other
hand it is only the gelf-ruling church that can grow strong enough
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to gain such an influential community pogition, Once the church hasg
become thus strong it will have become a mighty, self-propagating
force, It hug taken root and will scatter its g eeds f.r and wide,

The gtregsing of gelf-rule ought to lead fo a8 wider evangelism,
It should make of every disciple‘a.n evangelist, If liohanmmedans are
all evangeligts of their faith, how much more ought Christians to
be g0, Self-rule will mogt likely lead to more leniency in the ad-
migsion of candidates to ba.ptisrﬁ and church membership., In fact there
is room to,fear that some missiong have made it to~ hard to get into
the chmrch, the gtandards being guch that intelligence rather than
faith and love for the Jord wes +the feature +that loomed big in the
candidates mind, It seems fairer and more likely to gain gatigfac—
tory growth all round to require only intelligent faiti in end love
for the Lord ag the pre~réquigites for clmrch membership,.

fslam hag been encroaching more and more on Pagan Airica,
But where the missiouz have a strong work egtablighed Iglam does
not usually succeed in greatly disturhing it, Both East and West
Africa have usually shown Christienity winning over Islam where
they have been in fair conflict, tho there are cases wuere the
opposite has been true, at least for a time, The firing of a
gelf-ruling church with evangeligtic gzeal will make it impregmable

t0 the agsaults of Isglam,
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——CHAPTER NINE

CONGO CHURUH POLINY oevsesesscssses

Jesug left no definite plan for the orga.niéa.tion of hig
church, Certainly he expected hig followers to organize. It seems
right ,therefore, to agsume that it was his realigation that no hard
and fagt organigation plan could be laid down that would be adap-
table to the varying societies to which nis church wasg to go, tha.:l':
caused him to ignore entirely the poiity his church wag to follow,
He apparently felt confidemt that hig spirit and influence would
prove an adeqﬁate guide +to hig disciples in all gituations in this
vital ma tter,

Nor can one believe thi#t the apostles left a definiie form
of organization,The doctrines of the death and resurrection of Jesus
received constant attention from them but they did mnot,according
to the New westament, pay any great attention to the form of orgen-
igation the church was to,agsume, The elders and deacons gpoken of
by Paul In tue churches which he founded were perhaps,to be found
in the churches establighed by the other apostkes and their disciples
But the manner of their organization and elewation to office, ig
largely conjecture, and the variation of their functions indicates
that the apostleg left no binding ingtructions as to the sacredness
of the formoof orgenigation, out rather expected the church to
adapt ite polipy to its sociel environment,

Apparently the apostles considered ithemgelves in a position
of ultimate authority in the chmrch, sut they did not employ this

authority for the suppregsion of local initiative, One canuot ve #
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gince he claims to have laid dowvm the full revelation or christ
in go far as the basic truths of the gogpel were concerned, Appar-
ently this was a general apogiolic claim,

xet Paul clearly indicates that he expects Timothy, Titus and
otherg of his helpers to exercise a super-authority in the church,
and even directs them in some of the detdls of this ministry. (1)
PolycarpTs oubtstanding pogition wag due partly to the fact that he
wes congidered as the successor to usohn, Jamee*s position as
‘practical directoR of the verugalem church appears t0 have been se-
cured either by apostolic appointment, or by the tacit recog nition
of his super-fitness for the place. (2)a"nd he wasapparently recog-
niged as on an equal footing with themovherm apogiles, 1€t tueresr
is no indication fn Gee dew Qegtonent oo Jidaos nad counterpart
in any other churcih ot that time,

inese remarks on tue mnew FPestament polity may secm irrelevant,
But they are mentioned to demonsteate that the vongo church will be
violating no Hew Testam ent precedent , put will rather be fulrill-
ing its implied direction, in adapting the organization of the church
to the social condivions of the vongo, It may be in point to remark
further that the New Tegtament church polipy was in a fluent gtate.
As did the early church it is to be hope 4 thaet the vongo church will
always have the inherent life to.adapt itself in polity and policy

to its social environment, Only dead bodies refuse to yield to

(1) I Tim, 123,18 ; 5:9=to,15~22 ; Il. Bim, 136 ; 4s1 3 ritusg 13

(2) Acts 15315=21 3 213to ; Gal. 13t9 5 2:9
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to organic adaptation, 4na iu the lmid atmosphere of the Congo
g dead body rapldly disintegrates.Ii Protestant christianity

foists an unchanging, quagi-sacred church organization on Congo
believers, that church will either decay at tue whthdrawal or tne
embalming preservative of White migsiounary direction, or it wili
rebel,cast ofr its grave cloties , ana avorn itself in suitable rooes
of national Christianity, The noly Spirit is not so foolish as to
aggume that it has completed the tagk of,quiding vhrigt*s church
gince apostolic days,and hag thererore gained perpetual rest, Let
Protegstant migsionarieg read vhe tragic story or Roman vatholic mig—
gions iu A.rice anu take warning, Rome has built up flourishing
migsions in Africa but when wue vurying fortunes of natiounal politics
hag forced the withdeawal o1 tne migsionaries, her church has died
hte deati:, Her converts have fallen bacik into tue grossest heatnen-
ism, Rome has peen absolutely forgotten bynthem, Why? Partly be-
cauge she atiempted to fetter Atrican gociety with a church orgaﬁi-
getion absolutely uwnsuited po it. 4 machine which always turned

the peliever from Cnrigt to BRome, Let no one think that the usur-
pation by the Pope of the place or vurist was the cwuse of this, ﬂ
The cauge is the Rome hag made the church organization itselr &
holy t hing, Any church organizati on thet teaches that it is ,

in and of itself, a holy thing, has usurped the place ot christ,

and is likely to,have tne same effect of turning the believers
faith from vhrist to itself, And faith in an organization can

gave neither an individual nor society. It is not intended that

the church should exercise no authority, The church needs to

have an orgemgation recogniged as having suthority. sut it is to

be remembered always that it is tne church ipgelf, as represented
in its membership , that exerciges the authority, not the purely

mechanical machinery of its organization,
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But any theory of the sanctity of a type of orgsnisation robs
Christ and hig Church of their authority, and vests that authority
in the macliine of the organigzation itself, Therefore whatever type
of polity is offered +the Congo Church should be presented with the
understanding that Christ expedte his believers to orgemize for pur-
poses of propagends and self-edification, Whatever polity will besf
enable the Congo Church to accomplish these aims has divine sanction,
The polity recommenged is therefore, suggested, because it ig be-
lieved to be bst fiited to the congitioms in the Congo for the
building up of a worthy Chmreh of Christ,.

Ho individual ought to determine what this polity shall be ,
even in the limited area of the D.(,C,M, field. And leaders of all
Congo migsionsg should bear in mind that a geadual coalescing of
the wriocus church groups should take plece, If migsionsries delib-
erately build up a syatem of polity or doctriﬁe that they kmow wili
make the.ultimate realigation of church unity for the Congo difficult
they will be guilty of a gpiritusl wrong to the emerging Congo ﬁhnrch.
The misgionaries of the various societies ought to be courageous
enough to digcugs this problem in their gemeral conference,and to
egreec to deliberately plan their local polity with the aim of easy
harmonigation with other misgion groups when the native clmrch
finds itgelf ready for national organigation, It is evidemt that
such orgsmigation will posess these two characteristics: simplicity,
and proved acceptabllity to native society.

What has already been accomplighed in the D,C.C.M. field has
been treated in the last chapter.An attempt will here be made to
gshow what familiar models the emerging church has on which to base

its orgenization, and to suggest possibilities of acceptableadapta-
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tions that may be eveolved from such models,

The religious life of the Congo, as such, was wholly unore
ganized, ieligious traditionsg utiliged the clan and village so;ial
organigzationg for their obgervance and perpetuation,

The powerful gccret gocieties of the country hau iiswrgivusl
featurcs, but the orgamigation of the societies was on social rather
than religious lines, It is perhaps frotunate for Christianity that
religi.On'wa.s not organiged, for if it had been the new church would
find it difficult not to yield to one of two temptations; the adop-
tion of the 0ld orgeanic formsg of religion with the consequent temp-
tation of taking over gsome of its perniciom practices, as the early
. church in Europe and Western Asia did; or the alternate extreme of
refuging to tolerste anything in chumrch polity that regembled the
old orgenic formsg, with the congequent blunder of organizing the
church wholly along foriegn, and illy adapted linesg, This does not
mean fhat Western organic forms mugt be rejected in toto by the
yongo chirch, Western church, gocisl and governmentael orgemigation
ghould be of infinite value to the Cohgo Church in sheping its
polity. It is probable that the African Church should and will bor-
row its polity largely from “estern organic models., But if it doe &
i1t must be allowed the privilege of breathing the breath of life
into them by adepting them to its own life, |

It will be well to recongider briefly the political, religious
and commercial organic models with which vongo Chrispians are
scquainted, The super-impoged Belgian govermment consists: (1) of
the King, with his actual fumctions being performed by parlisment
and the Minister of Coloniesm;(2) -~ governor ienera.l ; (5)four pro-

vincial governors ; (4) twenty two district commissaires ;(5)
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more than a hundred territorial administrators; (6) a judicial
depattment wholly independent of local administretive anthorities,
The native political organization is as follows (1) clan head;(z)
ranking village chief, often having several villages under himg
(3) the heed of the larger, or non-intermarrying family ; (4)

the head of the smaaller or clogely akin family ; (») the head or
€ather of the immediate family ; (6) the elders, a non-official
Judicial body, consisting of ali the 0ld men, wathout legal gu~-
thority, but the possessors, and usuaily the executors of the feal
moral authority ot society, The commercial organigation is very
asutocratic in style, where is the directorate in wurope, the uongo
dorector, often a sectioual uirevtor, ana the local white agent,
rhese last have native agents compietely under their authority,

In the V.U UM, field an efio.t hag always been made to fol-
low as clogely as pogsible the organizational rroms of the consti‘l;up
ent churches in the home land. Some elders and deacons have been
appointed over local congregations. This type of organigation hasg
not yet proved its practical valde in uongo society, in ocut-gtation
churches it is usgually the evamgeligt-pastor who is the real leader
of the church, tho in = tew villiages local leaders, usualiy young
fellows , have done good wopk, sgometimeg overshadowing the evangelist,

1rhe miggion orgenigation offerg a iew poss .- suggestions ror
tue eventual polity o. cnme cmurch,rhis is especially true in its two
governing bodies, the Biennial vonvention and the irield Advisory
comnittee, 'he convention is & legiglative and juddcial assembly
o ali the miggionariesg, It studies t he problems che migsion is
facing, and thru committees or individual initiative, puts forward

proposals for the adoption of the mission. The CUonvention controls
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ond directs the work of the various members of the migsion,

The rield Advisorg vommittee is the executive body of the
migsion, It exercises a very limited legislative and judficial
euthority , subject to revision by vne vonvemtion.

Tne ofricers of the migsion, who admisinter its general affairsg
are under the direction of the Convention during its gessions, and
of the rield Advisory committee during the long intervals between
convention gegsions,

The indigenous church will need to organige ibseli sor the
performance of functions gimilar to thogse found in the mission
adminigtration, Would tonercrore, the orgunigzation of the mission
prove adaptable to the native church,?This question will be congid-
ered in tne followliug pages,

The Hemen Cathbdlic church has & very sutockatic governmeni.
it appéars tuat its adherents prove iully ag loyal to the church as
do Protestant converts to theirs, Over the vongo as a whole the Rom-
an vatholics have won lerger nmumpers than Protestants, 18 thig gr
greater sguccess due to their autocratic pdlity? wneither thisg
nor the contrary pogition can be effectively proven. Sut . pelieve
the success of the noman vatholics hag been chiefly due to these
fugtg; (1) rhe prestige gained trom being the semi-national religion
of tne governing power ;(z) sear- violation of prescriptions is
taught to pring certain punighmentn ; (. jMagic~ There ig virtue in
certain thingg in and of themselvesirrespectivé of the life led by
the individual g (4) Authority -~ the hierarchy exercises ivs functioms
vy divine right, acquired in some magic way in its consecration
to ofrice,

'‘hege doctrines are drilled into converts, Lt is eagier vo
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to win converts to such & system from a magic fearing people than
to Protestantism. ror Protestantism eliminstes much of fear from its
system, entirely repudiates the magical interpretation of liturgy
and ordinances, and teaches that authority is not inheremt in the
holdersg of office in the caurch, nor even in the church itself, but
only in vhrigt, Ana that the efrort of vhe church to exercise au~
thority is only its attempt, not oy any means always succesgsful,
to approximate its rulings to the mind of the great Head of the vmird
But these doctrines ot Protestantism are tundamental truths, and the
Chruch musgt not sacrifice them for temporary mumericel gain,

What are the objects sought in the orgaizetion of the elmrch?
Ag | undergtand it the chief of these are; _a  Prpoagands for the
conversion of non~believe.g , _b __ whe maintenence and strengtheu-
ing of the gpiritual bond between vhrist anu .ue belicvver; _g Build-
ing up the body oi velievers in spiritual kuowledge and power ; _d
Tthe enligtment o1 thé church in every service ﬁhereby it mey hope
to effect the bettermen}y ot gociety. Whatever polity is auopted must
be such as will ald the church in accomplishing these ideals,

iy pergonal feeling is that the vongo church should adopt a
democratic form of government, The indiviaual should always feel
that he ig free to express nimself and to_develop his spiritual pow-
ers in the church., 1t is true that usentu organigation is .amilial
rzther than individualisgstic., But the individuwal has congiderable 0p.
poptunity to express himself therein, and often nis efiorts win de-
cided advantages to him, L believe that any churci coverrmment that
fa.:.ls' to allow this scope for individual freedom of gelt-expresgion
will prove unsatigsactory, 7Tosgsiply this has been one 0f the causes
that has prevented the permanent success of the xoman vathollic cimren

in AIricea.
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some mignt think that the clan organigation or une pantu would
furnigh the most natural gystem of church organization for the santy
nowever this gystem has two characteristics vhaet camnot pertein
to tne governmnet of the church, iYnese are blood relationship and
inheritence o1 rank, sut it is well to congider the closest anslogy
pogsgiple without the incorporation of these Two .raits oL the clan
gystem, Such an analogy is wekl revealed by an arrangement like t
thiges Divide the territory covered by the evangelistic activitie s
of tne church into digtricts corresponding to the divisions gecured
by the present political divisions into chefieries,remembering that
these chefieries correspond roughly to the ancient clan divigions.
The territorial blocs iu tne church would pve much larger at first
tuan the cneiierie aivisions, buv as vuristians pecome more numerouns
these original seciors might pe supaividea. Over each of thege
district unite place an overseer of tue congregations in tuat dis$
trict,and of tne leaders thereof, Then divide these digtrict unicé _
into pastoral gectors, ovci eucn of which a pagtor ig placed. nave
the district overseer and tue local pastor, in conjwwction with the
cougregations, get up viliage or congregational asgistants, calied
elders, deecong, or any o.ner name tant seemed to properly designate
their functions,.lhese four grades of ofricers woulu hnen correspond
roughly witi the clan leaders and the leaders of the various clan
gsubdivisions, as iollowsgs: (1) visteict overseer to cian heads (z)
Bagtor to ranking chief ; (5) slaer to ramily head ; (4) veacon to
stillgmadler fumily neau., in aduaition the g.oup of viliag; or congre-
gational elderg would find its counterpart in tue local assemblies

of viliage elders, Liogt of the elders and deacons would pe round in
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in  tnis group.

Since these oriicers cannot ve hereditary in the church some
Plan for the gelection of incumpents musc pe workea out 1t such a
gystem is adopted. :ere ~uropen and Americen methods of election
might oe adapted, .t would seem tunat success would mosgt probably
oy an elective gystem to cower eacn or tue divigions involvea, ihat
ig, for the gelection of tue oversgsecr of thne digtrict wnit clected
delegates torm tne pastoral unive in vae didtrict might convene and
chooge an incimoent. such delegaves might b. tue pasvors of the ais-—
trict togetuer with lay deiegates from each parish, i1t might ve ad-
visable to include in sucn an imporvant agsemblyes advigors, the
orficers, or at least & .epregentative of the execcutives of the
national church orgenization,

Anmaal con:erences mighv be neld, in these conferences the
district overseer and the pastors would pe delegates by reason of
their offieial pogition in the church, 'here would pe lay delegates
from each pargsh, Tnege couferences should congider sucu aitairg a g
demehd.attention in vhe district, These might pe matters of mutual
ingtruction, gettlement of local questions of procedure, planning
of evan geligtic and teaching ciiorvs, some egspecially aggravating
cages of discipline or other local disputes, decisions on divorces,
divigions of pagtoral gectors and plecing oi new pastorsg, or rather
the opening of new preaching places with a view to es abligning in-
dependent congregationg therein ,

Ledrers of vhe watiowai cuimrch have peen mehioned, 1t does not
seem pogsible that the church could function .o tne fullest of its
gtrength if its organigatiou termineteu with the district, and there

was no ppdn for the unifying and colaboration of the church all over

tue cowusry. A national organigation will ve required to secure the
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wiity of the church and guarantee its errectivenegs.ihe unbrotherly
conception of a local congrezation, or even a digtrict unit, having
no organic conneciion with, owing no allegiance to, and acknowkeds-
ing no controlling authority of a more general , uentral church
governemmt, uniting in itself the various congregetional and dig-
tricy units, should never be allowed +to take root in uvongo., o=
gregatiénal autonomy should ne secured, it is true, but congregation-
al autonomy does no t deny tvhe righv to organic relatiuvug witn the
national church, .efusal of the right to any control of the local
church by the national cnurch in matters that are of vital concern
to the gener=1l church, ig logical the same as the denial of thne ex-
igtence o1 such & church. For the axiom ‘ne who.e ig greater than
any of its parts* 1is as true of the church as of geometrical
demongtartions. and it applies to euthority in the church as weii
ys to ity organism, A denial ot ne righv of ithe general or national
church to any contro. over local congregatibné amounts to the erec—
tiou of each guch congregation into a separate denomination. Such
an extreme nag , perhaps, never been sought on .he miggion field,
but it ig being advocated by gome visciples in america, ana ig her e
mentioned only as a reminder thav guch unreasonsple zud such un-
brutnerly ideas must ve kept from tne Congo it the church is to be
gaved itne pittermess of many factional digputes, and the de.eat-ig m
of in-coordinated efrorts. A comnon chaotic lisehess will not efiect
wity.

What type of ceutrdal contro. shpuld then be established, Lhe

foliowing iz sugzested as a pogsivle plan:
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(1) tvhere should be an agsembly of choseu representatives from
designted district unite, meeting at stated periods, say snmally
or bi-ennially,
a.tyhe agsembly mmembers might be the disirict overseers

Plus one pagtoral and auv least vwo lay mcmuers ipom eaci Aigerict,
{2) Thisg agsemuly shoula have «t least these duties:

buch legislative aut .ority as is abgolutely uecessery to se-
cure uniformity on q_uesfions that might destroy the unity of the
church - Provided also that actions takem by the assegbly may be
reviscd or revoked % later seggsions of the assembly when experience
proves such revigion or revocation advigable .,

b _ Judicail authority to settle local difiiculties that seem
impogsible of gettlememt by local leaders,

&t _The selection by ballot of an executive stati to administer
the general afrairs of the church. this gstafr should congisv of at
a secretary and treasurer, and as the courcn grows, should be inem
creased in gige to mect the adminisgtrative needs of the chmrch,

4 velection of an executive comittee to counsel with and and
guide tne execuvive staff inits work. Lhig committee would be the
busginess head of vhe church between meetings or the general agsembly
or conference, and would look after all general buginess of the ch
church which it would not pe wise to the executive staff alone.

(5) some constitutional definition of the rights, limits and powers
of the general assembly, the executive committee, the district units
and all individuals functioning ofiicially in any capacity in the
church should be adopted. ‘werms of office of executive ofiilcers,
excepting the treasurer, should be limited to periods short envugh

t0 guurentee againgt dictatorships, oligerchies, or a gelf-perpetu~

ating ofricialdom, gfiiciency can be secured witnout sgelf-perpetu~
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ating ofiicers., wemocracy may not always be ag immediately eriicieut
as an sutocracy, but over a long period of time its accompligshments
will prove vastly superior, vrhis contention might be supported by
illustrations from both current political and religious conuitions
buat it seemsg to posgsess sufricient self-evidence +t0 make such ag-
guuent wnnecesgsary.,

1t may be opjected that the plan outlined here is .or a church
among &a well developed people,versed in gelf-government of a com-
plex nature, L1t mugt be gra.nted that there is mucn tratn in thig ob-
jeetion, But the pian is about as gimple as can ve evolved that will
guarantee an effective government of a wide=gpread church, So this
plan ig a suggestion ig a plan to work toward, and to train native
lecadership to fit into ag rapidly as possible, mo one would cluim
that the native church is capable ot gelt governemnt of even a
gimple ,local nature at the present time, much legs the complex
organization that sucn a general fusion of the cnurches requires,
Only a very few lcaders in the w.U.U.M. field are capable or leading
even a local congregation wituout misgsionary assistance, but in
training up native leadership there ought to be as definite a goal
8 pogsible to work toward, and the leauership shpuld oec directly
trained to fit into the system aimed at. Of course the polity out
lined here ig only suggestive. And whatever type of polity is
oifered by missionaries , they ought to freely grant the native
church the right to modify it, or even reject it and subgtitute
en entirely dirferent plan, when it has become gelf-gupporting and
capeble or emtire geli-government,

Since the ihdigemous church eannot now adopt a uerinite church

polity , it woula pe well for missionaries to more fully Zormlate ,
in council with tae begt native leaders, plans for local and
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digtrict organizationg that can function in the present state of d
development of the church, the district plan already suggested
ig only an enlargement and systematigzation of the plan already in
operation im the DeU.U.ii, field., Lt wag here gsought to define more
clearly the duties and rights of district overseers, pastor-evan-
gelists and the local lay leaders. it is freely granted that the
ngtive church cannot yet, by itself, carry all the administrative
burden of this uistrict organigation, much less the more compre-
hengive central orgenigation, designed to weld all these aistric;tﬂ
into & single general church organigzation. oSut if there is to even-
tually be such a general organigzetion, it is importani that it, or
gome corresponding organigation, shall function early so ag to pre-
vent opposgition to it, and to avoid territoriasl exclugivemegs when
the leadership bpecomes capable of directing e more general organige~
tion, in the meantime the central administration should continue
in the hands of miggionaries, aided by native counsellors, uradu-
ally the organigation may pe worked into its desired finali form, -w
with missionaries temporarily holding the ofrices, Gradually, as
capeble netive leaders aroge, the leadership and ofiicial adminige
tration would be handed over to tuem, the migsionaries contimuing
ag long as needed as counsellors, but rinally dropping out even in
. this capacity , thus leaving the whole direcv.on oir une ciuaca to
national leadere,

rhe elevation of nationals to pogitiong of first rank iu the
church is uot new in africa. sishop .rowther ig an example that
comes to the mind of all familiar with the higtory of the West

Africen vhurch, (1) ‘he Ugsnda migsion of the U.w.5. hasg done

(1) +vhe Black Bishop , especiallg Chap. o.
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a good deal in this line, srom the start it has coneistently 10l .o~
ed the policy of developing native leadership ., (1) A splendid
example in a democratically organiged mission and native church is
that of the Paris Evangelical Society*s migsion to tne Basuto, (5)
This mission first attempted a synod fashioned after that of the
Reformed vhurches of France., But it was found that the delegates
were generalliy incapable of adequately weighing the problems of th e
church, +The DeUeUeM, miggion hag attemtped Jjoint conferences
with native leaders the lagt three yea.s and hag likewise found them
lycapable of weighing the problemg of the church in an adequate way,
Mark Hjoji, of Bolenge, did deal witn them in a patisfactory wey,
but no other leaders stood ocut with any prominence, The Basguto
miggion hag continmed the Synod with very limited powers, and its
usefulness hag grown with the pessage of time, But there wag a feel-
ing of the need of a cloger papticipation of the abler native lea.d:-r
erg in the adminigtration of the church., So in to%v a new admin-
istrative body for the church was rormed called the Sebokn, u.‘hia
wag composed of the missionsries and tne ordained native pa.stoi's.'
$here were eight of these pagtors at the time o1 tne rormation of
the >eboka, vhey were men who, after having haad enough schooling to
make them, with their inherent ability and fidelity , outstanding
leaders in the church , were given a further course of three years
in the miggion's “ chool of wheology "', ‘'rthis school wasg conducted
erom time to time irnen puitable candidates were available, and the
needs of che migsion demended their preparation, ror the most part

thege pastors have been placed in charge ofdisvricts which cannot

(1) Tucker, A.xe spighteen Years in Uganda and uast Africa, tUy=it<

(5) imison des mission Evangeliques : Idvre d*Or de la Mission

du Legsouto ,
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ve often reached by the missionaries, oome of them have , all alone,
opened and develpped evangelistic and village educational work in
large but remote sections ot the tripe, (1) In 1y0o there wer ®
thirteen of these nutive pastors, wrhe number has been consgiderably
increased gince them.

As already noted the Seboks is an assembly compogsed of the m
migsionaries and the native pastors. ihey aeliberate ag abgolutely
eqaal memoers of this aggembly., whe mission retains abgolute direcs
tion of all its afrairs not having to do airectly wit. the native )
church, sBut all matters having to do with th. native churchare de-
cided by the Seboka. (2) «ne Seboka hag jurigdiction over a. .
that which concerms the chﬁrcn, properly spesking, its discipline,
its lawg, its finances, the creation of new parishes, and of new
preacjing posts, the placing or deplacement of native pasgtors, the
discipline to be exercige¢ over them, the consecration of new can-
didates, the reception of new students at the School of wrheology. 4
All vhich concerns the primary schools of the migsion end the fi-
nancial quegtiong pertaining to them ig equally under its direction.
fhis mixeda conference, then, is the directing head of the chureh.”

. The owisg Protestant umigsion (La migsion nomende) in the‘
nor thern Trangv=al and the Lorenzo mapques gector of the Portuguese
colony of mogambigue, op PortuBuese kagt Africa, hag followed the
game lines of development ag the Basuto mission. In fact this mis-
gion owes itg origin to the rrench Basuto migsion, and Bas always

maintained & close aiiiance with it. (5)

(1) Maison des migsionsg Evangeliques, Paris : Livre diOr de la
Miggion du Leggouto , 590=394 , 4ia
(¢) ibia O 414=420 3 2HLe=hoU

(5) La miggion xomsnde , 124-~135
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One otner regulation adopted by this migsion in 1094 wag very
helpful in uniting the clmureh in its work and interests. Lhis was
the egtablishment or & central treasury. (1) Prior to this the
ofterings or each native congregation had been locally uged under
its owa airection, nearby outposts being opemed when the local con=
gregation gupplied the money for the expensges. ''he result wesg that
the better evangeligeu central portion of the tribe, where . hrigtians
were mumerous , paiu their evangeligts well, and occupied a:l the
villages about, while to the morth, where Chrigtians were few, the
evangeligts were poorly paid and there were few outposts where it
wag being sought to to build up new congregations. ihe central ar-
rangement provided that all collieections should be turmed in to it;—
from the funds then available the evanpeligts were to be paid
gpecified galaries irregpective of location or local collections,
and on the decigion of the miggion and the synod new preaching
places were opened where they seemed to be most needed , not nearest
to0 where the mogt money for their gupport was given.

ynese toree ingtitutions are now acting as a unifying and
centraliging force in the saguto church : the synod, the Uentral
preagury , and the senoka, LIt is expected that eventually -the gen=
eral ability of native leaders will rise to such a point that the“
uynod will be able to tgke over the full direction of the church ,
“hen the oeboka, along with the foreign mission, wiil disappear,
and the uentral Treasury, doubtless with considerable curtailment
of its functions, will vecome the missionary and philanthropic

treasury of the general church,

(1) Maison des missions tvangeliques, Paris @ Livre d*Or de la

Miggion du Lessouto , 59/=400.



71

Thig miggion has gone far in its development of an African
church polity, it evidently aims to eventually establish tne .rehcn
Heicimed type ol cavaecu goveinizent,perhaps congideraply modit‘iéa to
fit Afric an conditions., The miggionaries constantly profess their
realigation of‘ the necessity of allowing considerable latitude to
the natibe church in determining its polity. Examination will ghow
that the organigation s'uggeste¢ for the D,C,U.Me Gongo church
corregpondg in a large deéree to this which has been developed in
the Baxsuto mission, he plen here suggested is fuller, and gomewhat
more systematic, But as in the Basuto church it provides for a
growing co-operation in the direction of the church between the
miggionaries and tne native leaders, with a central organigation
gradually developing, and pagsing into the hands 0f the native
leaders ag thege become cépa.“ole of agsuming thege regponsgibilities.
| LT the .U, UM, and the other Protestant missions of the |
vongo eventually develop self-govenring churches in their regpective
spheres , how might these pe welded into one great cmirchwhen ad-
vancement in civiligation and spiritual power make such a congumme-
tion theoreiically posgsible 7 ‘whis ia a most derious question, u-;r
if Prvotesta.n'c migsions are not able to link their churches together
in.o one organic whole, they will simply have established e large
number of regional denominations. 4And even the territorial barriers
will gradually bresk down ag movements of people for work ,etc, lead
to the introduction of the varying denominatiuvnsg into each others
territories, Iin fact this movement of people ig already in progress
and hag become a gerious problem of missions in such centers ag

Kinshase, matadi and wlisabethville, -~enominatioanl churches ,

existing side by side, would doubtless soon adopt proselytizing
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programg, with attendant bitternegs and strife.

Such & condition shoud by all means be averted, 'Whe present
weneral yonfernece of uvongo Misgionaries along with its executive
intermigsion body, the -vongeil Protestant du vongo* has been
obviating intermission difficulties and promoting unity of effort
and of gpirit, - When the leaders of the vongo churches become
sufficiently proricient to make the participation of nationsl
leaders practicable in the higher councils or the chwrch, doubrt—
leags a national vhristdmm of vongo will pe organized . (1) |
1t ig to be hoped that when thig is done , poth the missionaries
and the national leaders will be bu.d enough to declare that ome
purpose of this organizetion 1is to act as the vehicle o0f tne var—
ious regional churches in seeking a bagis of organic wnity, and in
gecuring the adoption of such unity, Lt ig to be hoped that the
past gpirit or mutual esteem and co-~operation existing between the
miggions may gein the acceptance of such local modifdcationg of pol-
ity and even of denominational doctrinal peculiarities, ag may be
necegsary for the securing of such mnity. Tné jormation of such a
united church would not require the local abandonment of particular
organigational peculiarities, nor of doctrinal practices not found
in other regions, but it would require the acceptance withput ques-
tion of uhrigtiang of sny church inty the fellowship of suy other
(1) vongo migsionar. seport , .Or 1924 , 42=a> 3 D5=01
Oldham, J.He , in International xeview of migsions : Fhe vhueeh

in the migsion Kield , ifol_. 1924 , oo f1, |
Browm, A.J, :The roreign uigsionarg . vhap. 15

Brown , A, J. ¢ 4ising churches in Non-Christian Lands , t55=210
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congregation upon presentation or the proper credemntials of member-
ship in good standing, 7
he migsionaries of the difiecrent societips must be led to
espousge the cauge of unity if such a program is to win, Po thisg
end it is tp be hoped that those who believe such & program egsential
to the ultimate success of the chmrch in ¢imgo will congtently keep
thig idea to the front in the Gemeral vonference meetings, and in
erticles in the official gquarterly publication of that vonference,
the “gongo Migsion news” or jNouvelles ilissionaires du congo-,
Pagt expresgiong of various migsionaries would confirm one in
the belief that the great majority of the migsionaries in nearly
all the miggions of Uongo are heartily in favor of such a conswmma—
tion, IMutual conterenge and efrort during the years of the devel-
opment of the local orgemigations ought to enable those who have a
degire for ultimate unity to develop gimple polities that can be
easily united when the time ror wnion comes,

One magt feace the fact that the episcopal polity of the lleth-
odists , and the comtroversy over the form of baptism, among other
things, are likely to prove formidable obstaclcs to unity. But they
gre not insuperable, and with gemuine Chrigvian iove aciling ag the
controliing influence ways should be found of overcoming tuece

difiiculties without violence to the consciences of any.
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VHAPPIE ‘rrn

A pOrWARD LOOK ,

Protestant missionaries have mow been working in the Belgian

vongo firty years less two, Lt is in order to "exsmine the past to

see what migtakes need corrcction, and to look forward with a view
to building yet more efiectively and securely the future,

Statistics reveal the fact that there are now about five hun-
dred Protestant migsionaries in the vongo. And a native church of
about 125,000 hasg been won from heathenism, <this sounds like a
g o00d record till compared with that of the Loman uvatholics, These
enteredthe field a little later, and alreafy have fifty percent
more migsionaries, and claim a native church of at leabt 250,000
bonafide members, One mugt be honest in accounting for this difier-
ence in resultg, Lt can be honestly claimed that the teaching of
Roman Catholicism regquires less of a break witn the pasgt than that
of Protestentism, and this hag doubtless had much vo do with their
winning of superior numbers, But it must also be admitted that
their methods and life are accounts in tneir favor, kspecially isg
the celibacy of ivhe clergy, with the consequent ease and freq;uency_
of itineraries strong aids to their propagenda, Protestants need
to find a way for improving their superintendence of their village
work to gomething on a par with that of the uvatholicg,

In industrial education it is generally admitted tnat the
Romen vutholics have excelled Protestants, But it must pe admitted
in ravor of Protestants, that their industrial programs have gen~-
erally been purely philamthropic, whereas the vatholic schools

have often sought to support both the scholarg and the migsion-
aries conducting the schools rrom the sale of industrial products.
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It 1s probable that missionaries have often empnagigeu industrial
education because of the feeling thai tue kegro is incapable of
the mental culture required of more purely esthetic disciplines,
Indugtrial education should be promoted in order to raise the
living conditions or tue people to a standard that makes better
gocial, mental end spiritual ideals eagy of attainment, But to
aggune that the black ig (it only for a laborer, and should there=
iore Dbe trained to labor skilfully is an insmlt to a great race,
and is not worthy o. a migsionary., It is probable that many
migsionaries need to re-adjust their views on this matter. One
needs t0 have & real appreciation of the past and present attain-
mnetyg of the megro race to secure the sgympathetic response to |
educational and religiousg eiforts that shoula pe won,

miggionaries need to do a closer pastoral work than they have
been doing, whe rapid growtn o:r their work, witn the multivudinous
cagkg devolving on wholly imsdequate gtaiis, hag oiten led to neglect
of tne personal contacts needed for the formation of leaders. And
native pastor g need the example of genmuine missionary pastors to
teach them how to shepherd their own cousches,

Migsion meaical work hag done wonders in releiving sutriering.
1ts firgst tagk wesg obviously to relieve the cages of most crying
vneed. 'nig has led to regional diminution, and sometimes the almogt
total elimination of certain digeases, such as yawg. But the more
difricult task of imbuing the Jhristian commmity with with hygienic
ingtruction, and oif freeing it from subversive medieal practices,
is only beginning. Thig task can be congidered as having been fair-
ly started only wnen e native medical force of genmuine competence |

hag been treined, The medical staff of the Leve.ulies realigesg this
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fact and is making .eal efiort along this line, and is plamnming
iarge things for the future. Thru combineda migsion and State ei=
fort there is just ground for hoping that gemuine improvement :Ln"t
the care or the sick mey soon be seen, Also that true medical
science, practised by natives in the native villages, may exert

a large influence in breaking the holf of baneful magic and
spirituslistic superstitions. (1)

In consgidering the native church one natw.ally asks whether
the record of that church justiries the pelief that a self-directing
indigenous church can be expected to arise i Tune vongo.ln chapters
one to five the environment in which the church has won its converts
weg oriefly surveyed. Has the church done enough to warrant one in
believing thuv it will pe an efrective agent in overcoming the evil
of this environuent;s Are the evils 0. tae old goclety to ve founa
in ag large a degree in the church as outgide? 1s a congcience
ag aingt them really geining ground? are false gpiritual conceptiom
coming to be regraed as really false? ;

rolygyny , ag an ingtmtution, does not exist in the church,
The proportion of converts retmrming to heathenism in order to
enjoy polygenous privileges, is perhaps smeiler ihan ever, tho there
ig a congideraple mimber of such men, amoong them men who were ox

uandoubted int egrity of chrigtian character . Sut it seems that

(1) Hensey , A.f. ¢ my vhildren of the rorest , vhaps.
Dye, wmrs. Kedo $ sSOlenge , uhap,

Gerdner , ue.BeAs : Stuuies in the kEvangelisation of south Africe,
Uhap. “4o
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indugtrial ags well as moral reasons, will soon be militating against
polygeny. ‘rhere is real cause, then ifor believéng that the church
will win in kite fight againgt polygyny.

There is also indoubtedly a higher sense of gexual morality
in the church than in the non-unrigiian commmnity. bBut thisg is not
yet surong enough to justify one in the belief that vhristisng of
eivher gex come to the marriage aliar with bodiesg unpolluted by
illicit gexual relations, But there is general acceptance in the
church of the teacuning that swa relavions ave wrong, and the regige
tance to pasgion is growing, Also changing social conditions will
doubtlegs goon favor social purity. 'he ofriecial position of the
church ig squarely againgt sexual immorality, This position will
more snd more become one of the moral aggets of the church, for a
real efiort ig made to entorce it.

Most christiang have abandoned the practice of magical and
falge gpiritual beliefs and practices, But they nave not abjured
tine belief that there is truth in these things tor the non-vhristian,
Both spirit worship and magic were thoroly ingrained in their con-
gciovmess of the unseen worla, and chrigtianity will require con-
giderable time to thoroly eradicate them, But it ig great gain to
recognigze the wrongnegs of the practices and abandon them, even tho
one gstill believes in the power of the power of that which the
practices inculcate, ‘#o the vongo vhristian trafric with wicked
spirttual and magical powers is un~uhristian, hence must be discon-
timued. Sut one doeg not therefore deny the existence of these wick-
ed spiritual and megicel powers any more than one denies the exis ~
tence of wicked men , whose company and practices must ve avoided.

Along with this negative idea there runs the positive one that God

ig able, and often does protect his believers from the malevolent
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actions of wicked spiritual and magical frorces, ‘'he stronger one's
faith and devotion, tne larger his protection, whis taith will X
eventually cast out fear by revealing the falseness of the gpirit
and megic cults, along with the power of increasing scientific an d
gpiritual education;just as these procegses have been eliminating
thege same misconceptions among civiliged peoples.

There ig every reason (0 believe that the gradual emancipation
from inimical gocial and religious transmigions will result in growth
in gemuine gpiritual power, Left , atter being thoroly drilied in
pagic viarigtian idess, with a comparatively free hand in developing
a liturgy and church polity that will properly express iuvs spiritual
yearnings and ideas, there is gemuine reagon for believing that the
emerging vongo ¢hurch will bring real honor to tne great Head of ihe

¢hurch, under whose ingpiration and direction it will carry on ag

a cleanging, saving power in Africen soclety,
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