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Mississippi State In 
Negro History .And IJ 

By LAURANCE R. MITLIN 
Associate Editor 

Courses in Negro history and 
llerature will be offered at Mis­
a!sslp~i State University begin­
ning this fall, according to an 
announcement by Dr. John K. 
Bettersworth, vice president for 
academic affairs. 

Negro literature in the United 
states (EN 4343/6343) will be 
described in the catalog as the 
"study of literature by Negro 
writers in the United States, 
8Speclally in the 2oth century." 
Afro-American history and cul­
ture (HI 4803/6803) is described 
as the "study of the Negro with 
emphasis on his African back­
ground and his role in the polit­
ical, social, economic, and cul­
tural development of the United 
states. 

Teaching the literature course 
will ~ Dr. Robert B. Holland, 
bead of the English Department. 
No final decision has been made 
on the instructor of the history 
course but Dr. Harold s. Snell­
grove, history department head, 
bas tentatively named Dr. 
Charles D. Lowrey to the posi­
tion. 

Dr. Holland has been teaching 
a similar course in the YMCA 's 
"Free University." 

The possibility of courses in 
Negro studies were first brought 
to the attention of Dr. Betters­
worth by representatives of Af­
ro American Plus, a campus 
b 1 a c k s tu dent organization. 
"When I made inquires in this 
area, I found that the English and 
History Departments were al­
ready considering the possibility 
of offerings in this area," Dr. 
Bettersworth said. 

New courses at MSU are de­
veloped by the departments and 
presented to the Academic Coun­
cil by the deans of the schools 
involved. The Academic Council 
approved the new courses unani­
mously on March 31. 
' Both Dr. Holland and Dr. Snell­

grove expect the field of Negro 
studies at MSU to expand as the 
field itself expands. "It is high 
time that we recognized the con­
tributions of the Negro artists, 
many of whom have been not 
only culturally important, but 
esthetically fine," Dr. Holland 
said. 

"More important than black 
courses," according to Dr. Hol­

nd "is that traditional courses 



roduces 
• terature • 
oftM 
1caJi literature survey does not 
include one black writer. This 
does not make sense. But re­
visions ot current textbooks 1n 
bfatory and literature should take 
up that slack." 

Eddie Washington, program 
chairman of the Afro-American 
Plus, commented, "l th1nt cours­
es such as these are needed. 
I hope white students wlll par­
ticipate in these courses because 
a better understanding of the 
background of the Negro race 
will help them understand what 
we are trying to accomplish." 
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