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This thesis proposes to trace and explore an emotional geography and cartography of the republican
withdrawal at the end of the Spanish Civil War in Catalonia during the months of January and
February 1939. Thus, it complements existing historiographical scholarship on the Spanish Civil
War and Spanish Republican Exile, especially with regard to what was experienced in Catalan
territory. However, its main purpose is not that of the historian, to reveal and explain unexplored
stories, but to locate existing narratives, memoirs, journals and testimonies carefully in the
landscape in which they took place, exposing their emotional bonds with the places and spaces of
the withdrawal of the protagonists of the Republican exodus of 1939. Whilst there has been
significant work in recent years to “recover” spaces associated with violent of traumatic memories
of conflict and displacement, including the creation of a network of “Democratic Memory” places
in Catalonia, the spaces explored in this thesis have not so far been construed as places of memory.
In part, this is because of the diversity of emotions and affective responses they provoked and
continue to evoke, but also because the geography of the Retirada is characterized by mobility and
multiplicity. So instead of an historical approach, despite being influenced by Walter Benjamin's
concept of history, this thesis draws on existing methods and approaches related to cultural
geography, in particular, the emerging interdisciplinary field known as emotional geographies. In
order to create a vision of La Retirada that is sensitive to its mobility and multiplicity, the primary
methodology used has been that of interdisciplinary assemblage, juxtaposing images, documents
and stories of past and present, in a process redolent of that which Marianne Hirsch calls "post-

memory".



