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Two strandings in 1989 of a Cuvier's Beaked Whale, Ziphius cavirostris G, Cuvier, 1823,
on the island of Santa Maria, and of a Gervais' Beaked Whale, Mesoplodon europaeus
{Gervais, 1855), on the island of Faial, represent the first records of these species n the
Azores archipelago. Body measurements of both specimens and the skull biometry of M.
europeus arc presented. An updated checklist of 22 cetaceans recorded from the Azorean
waters is also presented, although the presence of 3 of them are actually dubious.
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Os arrojamentos ocorridos em 1989, dum zifio, Ziphius cavirostris G. Cuvier, 1823, na ilha
de Santa Maria, e duma baleia de bico-de-Gervais, Mesoplodon europaeus (Gervais, 1855)
na ilha do Faial, representam os primeiros registos destas espécies para o Arquipélago dos
Agores. As medidas externas dos dois espécimes ¢ a craniometria de M. europaeus sio
apresentadas. Fornece-se também uma Esta actualizada das 22 espécies de ceticeos
registadas para as aguas dos Acgores, embora a presenga de 3 delas seja actualmente

duvidosa.
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INTRODUCTION

The investigations of marine mammals in the
Azores in recent years have included studies of
live animals in the wild, using visual, photo-
graphic, biochemical and acoustic techniques (cf.
ALLEN et al. 1979, MARTIN 1986, and GORDON et
al. 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990). However, strandings
continue to be an important source of material and
provide confirmation of the identity of some spe-
cies (e.g. TEIXEIRA 1978, REINER & SANTOS
1984, MARTINS et al. 1985, REINER 1986, REINER
& LACERDA 1989, GONCALVES et al. 1992, SE-
QUEIRA el al. 1992). The presence in Azorean wa-
ters of two new ziphiids and the minke whale is
only known from such events. The present paper
adds two new species (o the list of cetaceans oc-
curring in the Azores and updates previous check-
lists by CLARKE (1981), REINER (1988) and
GALHARDO (1990).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The remains of a Ziphius cavirostris (Fig. 1) were
found strarided on a shallow reef, in an advanced
state of decay near S. Lourengo beach in the island
of Santa Maria on the 15 of February 1989, Meas-
urements were made by local naturalists (Table 1).

A single Mesoplodon europaeus was found
stranded in Porto Pim beach in the island of Faial
on the 21 of August 1989. The measurements of
this specimen are taken according to NORRIS
(1961) (Table 1). The skull of M. europaeus was
removed and preserved (Fig. 2). It is now depos-
ited at the National Museum of Natural History
(Museu Bocage) in Lisbon (record no. 18403).
Posterior craniometric data have been taken from
this skull (Table 2) according to MOORE (1963).
The stomach contained fish otoliths, not yet iden-
tified.

For identification of both specimens, the
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