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A Feminist Reading of Moana: A Break of Traditional Gender Roles 

Daniel Nugraha Kristianto 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Movie known as one kind of media which portray reality or social condition and issue. 

One of many issues in today’s society is women equality. Some Walt Disney’s animated 

movies should be related to this issue because they depict young women as their protagonists, 

whom are known as Disney Princesses. Moana is one of them. However, Moana’s main 

character named Moana is described as a different Disney Princess because of the roles she 

played. Therefore, this research aimed to show to readers how Moana promotes gender role 

equality by breaking traditional gender roles.  The analysis was done based on Feminism 

perspective. Focusing on examining the main character’s dialogs, actions, and her interaction 

with the other characters, this research is a descriptive qualitative study.  The findings reveal 

that Moana promotes gender role equality by presenting a young female protagonist who breaks 

traditional gender role and some male characters who fail to stick to their gender roles 
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A Feminist Reading of Moana: A Break of Traditional Gender Roles 

Daniel Nugraha Kristianto 

 

ABSTRAK 

 

Film dikenal sebagai salah satu jenis media yang menggambarkan realitas atau kondisi 

sosial dan masalahnya. Salah satu dari banyak masalah dalam masyarakat saat ini adalah 

kesetaraan perempuan. Beberapa film animasi Walt Disney pasti terkait dengan masalah ini 

karena mereka menggambarkan wanita muda sebagai tokoh utama mereka, yang dikenal 

sebagai “Putri Disney”. Moana adalah salah satunya. Namun, karakter utama dalam film 

Moana yang bernama Moana digambarkan sebagai Putri Disney yang berbeda karena peran 

yang dimainkannya. Oleh karena itu, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menunjukkan kepada 

pembaca bagaimana Moana mempromosikan kesetaraan peran gender dengan mematahkan 

peran gender tradisional. Analisis dilakukan berdasarkan perspektif feminisme. Berfokus pada 

pemerikasaan dialog karakter utama, tindakan, dan interaksinya dengan karakter lain, 

penelitian ini adalah penelitian kualitatif deskriptif. Temuan ini mengungkapkan bahwa film 

Moana mempromosikan kesetaraan peran gender dengan menampilkan pemeran utama 

perempuan muda yang mematahkan peran gender tradisional dan beberapa karakter laki-laki 

yang gagal mempertahankan peran jender mereka. 

 

Kata kunci: Moana, feminisme, peran gender tradisional, kesetaraan peran gender 

 



 

vii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 
 

 

COVER PAGE ....................................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

PERNYATAAN TIDAK PLAGIAT ..................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

PERSETUJUAN AKSESt ..................................... Error! Bookmark not defined. 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT ................................ Error! Bookmark not defined. 

APPROVAL PAGE .............................................................................................. vii 

TABLE OF CONTENT………………………………………………………….vii 

INTRODUCTION………………………………………………………………...1 

THEORITICAL FOUNDATION ........................................................................... 4 

CHARACTER ................................................................................................... 4 

FEMINISM ........................................................................................................ 4 

ANALYSIS ……………………………………………………………………….8 

Feminism in Moana ........................................................................................... 8 

Intellectual Qualities ......................................................................................... 9 

Moana's Physical and Mental qualities ......................................................... 11 

Bad girl vs Good girl ....................................................................................... 12 

CONCLUSION ..................................................................................................... 14 

ATTACHMENT 

     Summary of Moana………………………………………………………….15 

LOGBOOK………………………………………………………………………16 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .................................................................................... 23 

REFERENCES ..................................................................................................... 24 

 

  


