Portland State University

PDXScholar

Student Research Symposium Student Research Symposium 2024
May 8th, 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Why People Pee in Public: Is a Lack of Public
Restrooms Keeping Portland Too Weird?

Cece Austin
Portland State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studentsymposium

b Part of the Urban Studies Commons
Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Austin, Cece, "Why People Pee in Public: Is a Lack of Public Restrooms Keeping Portland Too Weird?"
(2024). Student Research Symposium. 36.
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studentsymposium/2024/posters/36

This Poster is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in Student Research
Symposium by an authorized administrator of PDXScholar. Please contact us if we can make this document more
accessible: pdxscholar@pdx.edu.


https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studentsymposium
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studentsymposium/2024
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studentsymposium?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fstudentsymposium%2F2024%2Fposters%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/402?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fstudentsymposium%2F2024%2Fposters%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://library.pdx.edu/services/pdxscholar-services/pdxscholar-feedback/?ref=https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studentsymposium/2024/posters/36
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/studentsymposium/2024/posters/36?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fstudentsymposium%2F2024%2Fposters%2F36&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:pdxscholar@pdx.edu

Why People Pee in Public: Is a Lack of Public

Restrooms Keeping Portland Too Weird?
Cece Austin?, Shirley Jackson, PhD!?

'University Honors Department, Portland State University 2Department of Sociology, Portland State University

Introduction
Portland has a large amount of restrooms per capita

(Wall, K. 2021). An audit in 2006 demonstrated that there

was a great need for public restrooms in the
city(Ahmann et al., 2006). In 2008, the Portland Loo was
introduced. These cheap, single user capsule restrooms
allowed for public restrooms to be strategically located
in zones of need throughout the city, in an attempt to

meet need. Now, in 2024, there may still be unmet need,

and further adaptations considered to make using the
restroom in Portland accessible for all.

Methods

An analysis of publicly available google reviews of some

Portland Loo locations was used to identify strengths and

weaknesses with the facilities.
A comprehensive literature review was conducted to

examine the identity based factors that can hinder public
restroom access, as well as discover the history of public

restrooms in Portland, and what has been implemented.

Results

Analysis of the most frequently reviewed Portland Loo, on NW 8th, yielded
20 reviews. 2 were excluded, due to irrelevance or the reviewer stating that
they were unable to find the facility. Of the 18 included reviews, half of
them mentioned issues with cleanliness or maintenance, including dirty
conditions, missing parts of the restroom, and filth. 4 reviews rated the
facility 1 star because it was locked, or padlocked shut, with no one inside,
despite being a 24 hour facility. The remaining 5 reviews were positive or
neutral, and most did not include text.
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Analysis of scholarly articles about public restrooms revealed multiple
established barriers to restroom access, including chronic iliness
(Corradi et al., 2022), housing status (Maroko et al., 2021), family
status (Anthony & Dufresne, 2007) and gender (Hartigan et al., 2020).
These factors are essential to consider when proposing updates and
changes to current infrastructure.
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Discussion

With the preliminary research, it is probable that
Portland's public restrooms could be improved. There
are very few 24 hour options, and issues with
maintenance may be hindering the current solution of
Portland Loos. A Pilot Study in San Francisco called the
“Pit Stop Program” was shown to be a successful
working model in improving restroom access as well as
greatly reducing public defection (Amato et al., 2022).
This model could potentially be implemented in
Portland with some modifications.
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