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The 2024 University of Nebraska-Lincoln Custom Rates 
Survey indicates that rate increases are the norm since 
the latest survey was completed in 2022. Table 1 provides 
a summary and percentage change for several common 
custom operations from 2022 to 2024.  Custom field 
operations such as drilling and planting show increases 
in 2024 from seven to twenty-seven percent and 
harvesting rates for various crops indicate state average 

It is the policy of the University of Nebraska–Lincoln not to discriminate based upon age, race, 
ethnicity, color, national origin, gender-identity, sex, pregnancy, disability, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, veteran’s status, marital status, religion or political affiliation.  

June 26, 2024 

2024 Nebraska Agricultural Custom Rates 
with Statewide Survey Summary 

rate increases from fourteen to twenty-three percent, 
with the irrigated corn harvest now at $47.84 per acre for 
the state average. Other custom services, such as spraying 
for weed control using a self-propelled sprayer, increased 
by just over one dollar per acre. Baling and swathing 
state average rates increased overall. Hauling grain to 
storage or elevator on a per bushel basis jumped from 
$0.08 to $0.15 per bushel. 



the cost of the machine, power unit, fuel, and labor 
unless otherwise stated. Custom contract farming, 
planting, fertilizer, and chemical application rates do not 
include material or input expenses. For baling, however, 
supplies such as wire, twine, or net wrap are included in 
the rates charged. Refer to the custom rate description in 
the report to understand cases where the operation does 
include additional inputs. 
 
Full summaries from the survey, including regional rates 
for the eight Nebraska Statistics Districts and the overall 
state, are published as a University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Extension Circular (EC) 823 and available online at 
https://cap.unl.edu/customrates. The information 
presented in the state summary and full report should be 
used only as a guide when determining what to charge or 
pay for custom operations. 

Table 2 is a summary of rates for machinery operations 
and services most reported in the 2024 Nebraska survey, 
including state average rates, the ‘most common’ 
reported rates per operation, and the range of custom 
rates charged per operation in Nebraska. 
 
Agricultural custom rate charges can vary across the 
state; therefore, the full Nebraska Custom Rates Report 
(https://cap.unl.edu/webinars/nebraska-custom-rates-
report-2024-final.pdf) provides rate details from survey 
responses grouped by Nebraska Agricultural Statistics 
Districts. Several factors contribute to rate differences 
reported by survey participants, including field and job 
sizes, soil conditions, and the number of responses for 
the various operations. Some operators may charge lower
-than-market-rate prices to neighbors or relatives. Rates 
may change from year to year due to expense differences 
and local market forces. Determining appropriate 
charges for custom machine hire and agricultural 
services can include consideration of various elements, 
including current market rates as reported in the custom 
rates survey report, market demand in the area for 
specific types of custom work, and availability of services. 
In addition, machine owners and custom operators 
should consider their own machine ownership and 
operating costs to adequately price custom rate services. 
 
With the growing investment cost of agricultural 
machinery and equipment, and often with the 
uncertainty in labor availability, many Nebraska farms 
and ranches utilize and pay for custom services. The 
biennial University of Nebraska-Lincoln Custom Rates 
Survey report has wide utilization by those who perform 
custom hire services and by producers who pay for 
services. The survey is distributed both by mail and 
electronically to Nebraska farm and ranch managers and 
agricultural service companies that have indicated that 
they have provided some type of custom machine, 
equipment rental, or service in the state and have 
charged for such services. 
 
There were 159 survey responses received and tabulated 
in the 2024 report. Rates are included in the full report 
when at least three or more survey respondents provide 
their current rates charged for machine hire operations 
or services. Rates reported from the survey should reflect 
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