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A Parametric Approach to the Typology of Subtopics
in Chinese Dialects
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Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, TheH ong Kong
Polytechnic Unwersity, HongKong

Abstract It is argued in this paper that the word order typology and the variation of topicaliza-
tion in Chinese dialects are both due to the parametric variation of verb movement under the frame-
work of generative grammar. The claim is further supported by independent evidence from the mor
phology of aspect markers and the distribution of indefinite objects in Chinese dialects.
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