
Masthead Logo The Iowa Review
Volume 10
Issue 1 Winter Article 8

1979

Regret
Maxine Kumin

Follow this and additional works at: https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview

Part of the Creative Writing Commons

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an
authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.

Recommended Citation
Kumin, Maxine. "Regret." The Iowa Review 10.1 (1979): 43-43. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.2439

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Iowa Research Online

https://core.ac.uk/display/61165081?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol10?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol10/iss1?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol10/iss1/8?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol10%2Fiss1%2F8&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.2439
mailto:lib-ir@uiowa.edu


Regret Maxine Kumin 

The field's no 
longer simple; it's 

a soul's crossing time. ?Roethke 

All those elusive berries 

that run like hen tracks 

through this field of daisies 

through this field of larks' nests 

paintbrush, quack grass; 

all those tag ends of human 

speech the insects imitate 

hanging their odd inflected 

buzz, free-standing and misheard 

in still air over this field; 

all those annulled connections 

all those missed chances 

and time running out untested 

hot and headlong like the voles' 

slim tunnels in this field 

running out like summer 

into the mouths of immense frogs 
into the blowing field and leaf clatter 

calling to me and me crossing over 

as if nothing 
were the matter. 
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