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Gyérgy Somlyd - Hungary

WOUND AND KNIFE

The relationship between knife and wound

is variable. The wound bleeds. The knife

gets bloody. The wound aches. The knife

gets notched. The wound remembers the knife

in pain. The knife does not remember the

wound. The wound heals. The knife’s wound

endures. One day the wound will also forget

the knife. The knife has nothing to forget.

The knife finds pleasure in the wound as in the

opening of the body. The wound may also find

pleasure in the knife as in a penetrating body.

The wound abhors the knife. The knife may

abhor the wound. There are some who abhor the

wound. There are some who abhor the knife.

Others abhor both. The wound may also like the knife.

The knife may also like the wound. It may happen

that the wound is as insensitive as the knife. Sooner

or later the wound heals. The knife may break into

the wound. The knife often says: I am the Wound. The

wound may one day say: I am the Knife. The relationship

between wound and knife is variable. Only one thing is

invariable: that there are wounds and there are knives.

The knife is the knife of the wound. The wound is the

wound of the knife. One cannot exist without the other.
translated by Maria Korosy and William Jay Smith

FABLE OF FIRST PERSON

Between my nape and my hand
this dialogue

This question and answer going
on without interruption
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