View metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk brought to you by X{'CORE

provided by lowa Research Online

Masthead Logo The Iowa Review

Volume 15

Article 2
Issue 2 Spring-Summer: An Homage to Ezra Pound rticle 27

1985

'
taen
C.P. Cavaty

Stavros Deligiorgis

Follow this and additional works at: https://iruiowa.edu/iowareview

Part of the Creative Writing Commons

Recommended Citation

Cavafy, C. P. and Stavros Deligiorgis. "ta'en.” The Iowa Review 15.2 (1985): 83-84. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.3228

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an

authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/61160812?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol15?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol15/iss2?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol15/iss2/27?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol15%2Fiss2%2F27&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.3228
mailto:lib-ir@uiowa.edu

ta’en- C. P. Cavafy

March 1921

reading Greek

folk lately

our stuff

the kind close to the heart
of wars and feats of freedom
outlaws

the sweet stuff

reading then the mournful ones

on Constantinople’s fall the fall

of Saloniki

of the Voice heard

as the king

on the left chanted to Patriarch

on the right

saying hold

those papers close the gospels
Constantinople’s fallen and so is Saloniki

what touched me deepest was

the song from Trebizond in its strange tongue
the sorrow of those distant Greeks

believing we’d still make it

somehow

a bird of fate though

in fro’ the ’Polis

a roundwrit paper on its wing

lighting neither in yard nor vine but rather at
the cypress root

the leading priest not

able—or just unwilling—to take up

and read

the wedos son instead
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Janikas picks
and reads
and starts the moan

alas is us

and wellaway
beating his heart
alas is us

Byzance is ta’en

translated from the Greek by Stavros Deligiorgis
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