Metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

Provided by lowa Research Online

Masthead Logo ’Ihe Iowa Review

Volume 1 '
Issue 3 Summer Article 3

1970

What Keeps Us Grinning at Night

Jon Anderson

Follow this and additional works at: https://iruiowa.edu/iowareview

Part of the Creative Writing Commons

Recommended Citation

Anderson, Jon. "What Keeps Us Grinning at Night." The Iowa Review 1.3 (1970): 7-7. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.1072

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an

authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.


https://core.ac.uk/display/61160382?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol1?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol1/iss3?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol1/iss3/3?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol1%2Fiss3%2F3&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.1072
mailto:lib-ir@uiowa.edu

7

WHAT KEEPS US GRINNING AT NIGHT

Jon Anderson

We thought sex was a root.

It would grow crooked, arthritic
& hard, very

relentless, serious, positive . . .

Those were the days!—

We could have inched into the earth;
we could have eaten for centuries

of the fat black;

we were gropers & long things.
Skinny & white

we extended like tendrils
getting at the absolute.

Listen, as far back as you can remember

wasn't it quiet?
Wasn't it damp, you sluggard?
Wasn’t the skull’s wetness, whiteness

under your wife’s face
what kept you grinning at night?
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