Masthead Logo ’Ihe Iowa Review

Volume 12
Issue 2 Spring-Summer: Extended Outlooks: The Iowa Article 17
Review Collection of Contemporary Writing by Women

1981

Extended Outlook

Madeline DeFrees

Follow this and additional works at: https://iruiowa.edu/iowareview

Part of the Creative Writing Commons

Recommended Citation

DeFrees, Madeline. "Extended Outlook." The Iowa Review 12.2 (1981): 49-49. Web.
Available at: https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.2686

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by Iowa Research Online. It has been accepted for inclusion in The Iowa Review by an

authorized administrator of Iowa Research Online. For more information, please contact lib-ir@uiowa.edu.


https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol12%2Fiss2%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol12?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol12%2Fiss2%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol12/iss2?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol12%2Fiss2%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol12/iss2?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol12%2Fiss2%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview/vol12/iss2/17?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol12%2Fiss2%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://ir.uiowa.edu/iowareview?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol12%2Fiss2%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/574?utm_source=ir.uiowa.edu%2Fiowareview%2Fvol12%2Fiss2%2F17&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.17077/0021-065X.2686
mailto:lib-ir@uiowa.edu

Extended Outlook - Madeline DeFrees

November days, and the vague shape of a wing,
of a claw at the sill, at the drawn

shade of the bedroom,

signals the oncoming freeze. Setting

the scent-baited trap for the shadow mouse
back of the dark pine cabinet,

the tenant hears the cat downstairs

whining to be let in.

The tree is a violin bow
scraping the sound box of the house
all day. Close to the ribbed
breath, the scrolled end of wind under the eaves
turns back on the fine-tuned neck,
answers the shrill
jay in the caterwaul of blue

and falling light.

Trying to score this weather
for strings, no hurricane, but a planned
diminuendo, I pretend that the house is my own;
the cat, my pet. That Canada
wishes me well. That the blue shriek and the wail
are a cradlesong and the gulf
repeating this gale in my ear, is an old friend
or no friend of mine.
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